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TYPICAL AND ILLUSTRATIVE PROGRAMS IN 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AND PROGRAMS 

 
Local 

 
Since  November 28, 1999, KXLT Television, Inc. licensee of KXLT, has broadcast the 
following programming in response to the issues and programs need for this quarter. 

 
 

**** FOX 47 News @ 9  
Locally produced   
 

      News @ 9       M-F, Sun  9p-9:30p 
       
 

Latest information and periodic in-depth background stories, which air during the news.  
All appear in 9:00 pm news unless otherwise noted, with possible rebroadcast, in 
original or re-edited form, in subsequent reports. 

 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 
 

9/27 A new report shows Rochester’s economy continues to out pace the rest of the State.  A 
first of it's kind report put out by The Bureau of Economic Analysis' shows the amount of 
money rolling through Rochester isn't shocking  what is, is the comparison with the rest of 
Minnesota.  Gary Smith of the Rochester Economic Development says, "Rochester's numbers 
for growing, we're growing at a faster pace than any other metropolitian area in the state of 
Minnesota.” 
 
9/27 Flood victims says the Small Business Administration is routinely denying their loan 
applications.  Some Stockton residents say they are being denied loans from the Small 
Business Administration.  The S-B-A provides federal disaster loans for homeowners, renters 
and businesses of all sizes.  Looking at each case individually, the S-B-A says it's approving 
more loans than denying. 
 
9/26 First came JOB-Z.  Now Gov. Tim Pawlenty is planting a SEED to help encourage new 
small businesses in rural Minnesota. The governor outlined his Economic Development 
program, a combination of tax credits, loans, grants and other assistance to small business 
owners. 
 
 
 
 
9/25 More help for flood victims is now within reach in Rochester.  The U-S Small Business 
Administration Disaster Loan Outreach Center is now open at the R-C-T-C Heintz Center 
Building A... room 1-12.  There, specialists can answer questions about the S-B-A loan 
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process, help affected residents fill out applications for low-interest loans and close approved 
loans.. 
 
9/21 Striking health and clerical workers at the University of Minnesota have abandoned 
their picket lines. The union says its members will vote soon on a contract offer that they 
consider inadequate, but that many may choose to accept because they can't afford to stay off 
work any longer. 
 
9/21 More housing money for victims of last month’s flooding in the region.  About 18-million 
dollars stemming from the recent special session is giving flood victims another option for 
home repairs.  The Minnesota Housing Finance Agency held a meeting to introduce the 
Homeowner Quick Start Disaster Recovery Program. 
 
9/19 Things are looking up in the town of Rushford.  Water is once again safe to drink, and 
residents are already moving into mobile homes supplied by FEMA.  Joe and Kathy O'Hara say 
using the water to make their first cup of coffee was a treat, but drinking it in their new home 
was even better.  The O'Hara's are the first family to move into the mobile community. 
 
9/19 Natural disasters like flooding can bring out the best and the worst in people.  
Rochester Area Builders are teaming up with the builders association of Minnesota to fight 
back against bad contractors.  They say a lot of fly by night construction operations follow the 
path of disasters to take advantage of victims and try to make a quick buck. 
 
9/18 FEMA is now in Rochester... trying to help those affected by last month's flood. It's put 
up a disaster recovery center so people can have a one-stop shop assistance.  It's also telling 
people how much money they are eligible to receive. 
 
9/17 Several hundred area employees have some questions about their future with the news 
that their business will soon have a new owner.   The Rochester based Crenlo company has 
become part of a major restructuring plan by their parent company.   Dover Corporation.  
Dover says Crenlo will likely have a new owner within the next year... but Crenlo President and 
CEO Lance Fleming says the change will not affect their day to day operations or result in any 
layoffs or loss of jobs. 
 
9/14 Business owners met today to find out what incentives to stay in town are on the way. 
The Southeast Minnesota Business development group laid out a five plan option from grants 
and low interest loans to disaster unemployment assistance. 
 
9/14 A new survey by the census bureau shows that more than a third of Minnesota's 
homeowners are financially stressed as housing prices continue to sky rocket.   The survey 
shows an 8-percent increase in owner-occupied households that spend more than 30-percent 
of their income on housing. 
 
9/12 Hormel workers approve their new contract agreement by a two to one margin.  13-
hundred union members in Austin had their chance to vote yesterday.  A union spokesperson 
says the offer includes health and pension benefits as well as a wage increase at all five plants. 
 
9/6 The DM&E railroad is being sold to the Canadian Pacific Railway for nearly 1.5 billion 
dollars. The sale didn't come as a surprise from members of Agency held a meeting to introduce 
the Homeowner Quick Start Disaster Recovery Program. 
 
9/19 Things are looking up in the town of Rushford.  Water is once again safe to drink, and 
residents are already moving into mobile homes supplied by FEMA.  Joe and Kathy O'Hara say 
using the water to make their first cup of coffee was a treat, but drinking it in their new home 
was even better.  The O'Hara's are the first family to move into the mobile community. 
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9/19 Natural disasters like flooding can bring out the best and the worst in people.  
Rochester Area Builders are teaming up with the builders association of Minnesota to fight 
back against bad contractors.  They say a lot of fly by night construction operations follow the 
path of disasters to take advantage of victims and try to make a quick buck. 
 
9/18 FEMA is now in Rochester... trying to help those affected by last month's flood. It's put 
up a disaster recovery center so people can have a one-stop shop assistance.  It's also telling 
people how much money they are eligible to receive. 
 
9/17 Several hundred area employees have some questions about their future with the news 
that their business will soon have a new owner.   The Rochester based Crenlo company has 
become part of a major restructuring plan by their parent company.   Dover Corporation.  
Dover says Crenlo will likely have a new owner within the next year... but Crenlo President and 
CEO Lance Fleming says the change will not affect their day to day operations or result in any 
layoffs or loss of jobs. 
 
9/14 Business owners met today to find out what incentives to stay in town are on the way. 
The Southeast Minnesota Business development group laid out a five plan option from grants 
and low interest loans to disaster unemployment assistance. 
 
9/14 A new survey by the census bureau shows that more than a third of Minnesota's 
homeowners are financially stressed as housing prices continue to sky rocket.   The survey 
shows an 8-percent increase in owner-occupied households that spend more than 30-percent 
of their income on housing. 
the Rochester Coalition.  The group is against DM&E's plan to expand and upgrade their 
railroad.  They say because of a poor safety record and the increased traffic it would have in 
town. 
 
8/31 After flood waters swept through... some farm fields were left flat.   According to the 
Farm Service Agency, farmers lost about 10-percent of corn and soybeans in Houston County.   
For the farmers in the flood plains, there's little assistance available. 
 
8/21 President Bush arrived moments ago to inspect flood damage and the I-35 bridge 
collapse.  He's here to approve an emergency declaration that authorizes the Federal 
Emergency management Agency to coordinate disaster relief efforts. The president is also 
getting a briefing on the I-35 bridge disaster.  
 
8/20 People who have experienced damage to their homes, businesses, and other property... 
will likely encounter alot of people offering help.   But the better business bureau is warning 
flood victims that they could become a victim all over again... if they fall for a scam. 
 
8/8 After two successful years...the news came as a shock... the Showdown at Somerby has 
been cancelled for 2008... due to a lack of corporate sponsorship... 
 
7/26 As the saying goes... you can't make everyone happy... but that isn't stopping 
Rochester's downtown alliance from trying.  According to the RDA the average age of people 
living downtown is 65.  And with that comes differences of opinion about what types of 
business and housing belong there.  Some young adults say the whole area is geared toward 
the older crowd and they see it as an area that might never offer much for them. The RDA 
wants to change that and says it starts with housing. 
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2. Political/Governmental 
 

9/26 Attorneys for Idaho Senator Larry Craig were in court today to attempt to withdraw 
Craig's plea of guilty to disorderly conduct.  Craig was arrested during a sex sting at the 
Minneapolis airport and has changed his mind about the plea he entered. 
 
9/18  Senator Amy Klobuchar calls it the cell phone customer's bill of rights. She 
introduced a bill this month that would give 200 million cell phone users more flexibility to get 
out of their contracts. 
 
9/20 The jury is still out on a decision that could get you closer than ever to the courtroom.  
The Minnesota Supreme Court is in the process of deciding whether or not to allow cameras in 
the courtroom.  Minnesota is one of only 15 states that does *not  allow cameras. 
 
9/13 Senator Amy Klobuchar has stepped into the spotlight over recent toy recalls.  
Klobuchar testified yesterday before the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Financial 
Services and General Government regarding her efforts on toy safety.  She has introduced two 
pieces of legislation... the first would make it easier to identify recalled products and illegal to 
sell them. 
 
9/12 State lawmakers OK flood relief.  The special session came to an end around 2:30 this 
morning, with Governor Pawlenty signing a roughly 160 million dollar flood relief package. 
 
9/11 He's the first Iowan to serve on a presidential cabinet since the Truman administration. 
Republican Jim Nussle is starting his new job as the head of the White House's Office of 
Management and Budget. 
 
8/30 Will we be paying more at the pump?  Governor Tim Pawlenty says he'd accept up to a 
nickel hike in gas tax.   After the interstate 35W bridge collapse.... Pawlenty said he'd sign a 
gas-tax increase as part of a road and bridge spending bill. 
 
8/29 Minnesota Democrats have decided to push up their precinct caucuses by a month, 
joining state Republicans in holding their presidential preference ballot on February 5th.  D-F-
L leaders overwhelmingly voted in a mail ballot to hold the caucuses earlier than usual.  
 
8/29 Governor Tim Pawlenty has announced new flood numbers. FEMA reports about 15-
hundred homes were damaged in flooding.  8-hundred-10 of those homes are considered to 
have major structural impact from the flood.  Dollar estimates for total damage from FEMA is 
at 67 million but Pawlenty is expecting that number to swell to between 70 to 1-hundred 
million dollars. 
 
8/29 Senator Norm Coleman will be traveling to Iraq ahead of the Bush administration's 
report on how the buildup of U.S. forces is working.  The administration report to Congress is 
next month. 
 
8/23 U-S Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff says President Bush has signed a 
federal disaster declaration for three southeastern Minnesota counties affected by recent 
flooding. 
 
8/23 Governor Pawlenty says he and top legislators are in agreement that a special session 
for southeastern Minnesota flood relief and to respond to the Minneapolis bridge collapse is 
likely. 
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8/17 A Rochester doctor says he wants the U-S house seat held by first-term Democrat Tim 
Walz.   Doctor Brian Davis is a radiation oncologist at Mayo Clinic.  Davis says that health care 
is a major issue facing lawmakers... and he thinks that Congress needs more physicians who 
are familiar with the health-care industry.  Other republican hopefuls include former state 
Senate Minority Leader Dick Day of Owatonna.  State Representative Randy Demmer of 
Hayfield.  And Mark Meyer... a school board member from Lake Crystal. 
 
8/16 It's official.. southeast Minnesota has a new representative in St. Paul.   42-year-old 
Republican Steve Drazkowski has been sworn-in to replace former House Speaker Steve 
Sviggum.  Drazkowski defeated Democrat Linda Pfeilsticker, a Winona teacher, in the District 
28B special election. 
 
8/11 As many as 40 thousand Republicans have flocked to the Iowa State University campus 
in Ames, Iowa today... for a straw poll.  For the eight candidates who gave speeches this 
afternoon... today's poll may decide whether they'll stay in the race or opt out. 
The event is expected to raise more than a million dollars for the Republican Party. 
And several presidential hopefuls... like Mike Huckabee and Senator Sam Brownback... are 
looking for a strong showing in Iowa. 
 
8/10 it's an example of hawkeye pride... and iowa senator tom harkin plans to keep his state 
on top. for 35 years, the iowa caucus has been the first step in the presidential election 
process.. but now... south carolina republicans announced, they'll move up their primary 
election to january 19... prompting new hampshire to move theirs even earlier - to january 12.  
That would take away Iowa's "first-in-the-nation" status.   But Iowa's junior senator is all but 
promising iowa will remain on the top. 
 
8/7 The polls will open this morning at 7 for the Special Election to fill Representative Steve 
Sviggum's newly vacated seat.   polls will be open until 8 tonight.... for the voters in District 28-
B... in the race between DFL endorsed... Linda Pfeilsticker, a teacher at Winona Senior High 
School. And Republican endorsed.... Steve Drazkowski of Wabasha... Drazkowski is a cable 
contractor.  
 
8/6 And lawmakers are brainstorming ways to rebuild the I-35-W bridge...Governor Tim 
Pawlenty says raising the state's gas tax could help.  Earlier this year, Pawlenty vetoed a bill 
that would have raised the current 20-cent tax BY 5 CENts per gallon.  Pawlenty says the 
collapse has made him willing to do, quote, "everything and anything necessary" to raise more 
money for bridges and roads.  A special session to raise the gas tax tax is being considered.  
Representative Tina Liebling says confidence IN roads and bridges ARE NEEDED in order to 
have a healthy economy. 
 
7/24 Linda Pfeilsticker is the winner of yesterday's special primary election and will now face 
Republican Steve Drazkowski in the race to fill a vacant Minnesota House seat.  Voters in 
Wabasha, Goodhue and Winona counties began hitting the polls early yesterday for the House 
28-B primary election.  Pine Island resident Wes Moreland was defeated by Pfeilsticker... who 
won the D-F-L endorsement just two weeks ago.  According to unofficial results Pfeilsticker 
received 996 votes and Moreland received 141 votes.   Pfeilsticker and Drazkowski will face off 
in just two weeks.  
 
7/24 Protecting the health of our veterans... brings the House Veterans Affairs Committee 
Chairman to Rochester.  Congressman Tim Walz and Chairman Bob Filner met with the public 
to discuss the 2008 V-A Funding Legislation.  The proposed budget would surpass the 
president's budget by 3-point-8 billion dollars.  Walz says recent and long-standing veterans 
deserve equal care opportunities.  Chairman Filner says the V-A still has a lot of work to do... 
and keeping the lines of communication open with war veterans is one of their biggest 
priorities. 
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7/6 Minnesota is hoping to hang on to a seat in Congress.   Representative Tim Walz talked 
about the issue at a stop in Kasson today.  the state is in danger of losing a seat which would 
lead to less money from the federal government, and the loss of an electoral vote in presidential 
elections.  House seats are based on population and Minnesota is FIGHTING with Georgia, 
south Carolina and North Carolina... AS THOSE STATE'S POPULATIONS DECLINE.  right now 
the difference is small.  the 2010 census will determine which state gives up the seat. 
 
7/5 Despite leading in the national polls, Senator Hillary Clinton brought her husband to 
Iowa with the hope of boosting her popularity.  The couple led the 124th annual parade down 
Clear Lake's Main Street.  It's the first time that Bill has joined Hillary for a campaign tour.  
Some say it's because Clinton lost to Senator Barack Obama in second quarter campaign 
fundraising.  Throughout the parade, the Clintons were applauded.  However there were some 
people who wanted nothing to do with the couple.   
 
7/5 Another presidential contender was in Clear Lake's 4th of July Parade.   Mitt Romney, 
former Republican Massachusetts Governor and his wife greeted on-lookers.  Iowa has been 
receiving plenty of visits from presidential candidates from both parties... as Iowa holds one of 
the nation's earliest primaries.  
 

 
 

3. Health Care Developments 
 
9/28 Report on new medical developments to help people quit smoking in advance of the 
State’s new smoking law.  Bars are kicking the habit come Monday... And smokers could soon 
follow and some are hoping the state smoking ban will be the motivation they need to quit. 
 
9/21 A new... but temporary pharmacy will open its doors next week in Rushford.   Flooding 
destroyed Witt’s pharmacy over a month ago and ever since residents have been forced to drive 
to spring grove and Houston to pick-up prescriptions. 
 
9/19 The Minnesota Health Department says supplies of flu vaccine will be more than 
adequate this year, unlike prior years where there were widespread shortages.   
 
9/19 If you're a victim of a hospital error, there's some good news.  You won't be charged for 
it in the state of Minnesota... because of a new policy announced by Governor Pawlenty. The 
state's hospitals have agreed not to charge patients or insurers for care related to significant 
and preventable medical errors. 
 
9/10 Mayo Clinic is officially taking medical research to the next level with the grand opening 
of its newest building.   Imaging Research Center is located in Mayo's Opus Building... on the 
corner of 4th Street and 4th Avenue Southwest.  The 3-hundred thousand square foot building 
now boasts both state of the art whole body M-R-I scanners and a C-T scanners make it the 
research resource for the entire Mayo Campus. 
 
9/18 It is a record year for mental health funding, and officials say they intend to use it.   At 
the Zumbro Valley Mental Health Center... community members got a chance to express their 
concerns about mental health needs in Olmsted county.   During the meeting, mental health 
officials also covered the major parts of the governor's mental health initiative... which includes 
an extra 34-million dollars in new funding. 
 
9/16 Now-a-days it's a surgery meant for more than just curing tonsillitis.  As one Mayo 
Clinic medical student found out... during recent decades...  there has been a significant shift 
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in reason for tonsillectomies.  Research shows more are now being done to treat airway 
obstructions that cause snoring and other sleeping disorders than actual tonsil infections. 
 
9/14 The Hormel Foundation has given the Hormel Institute another boost.  Foundation will 
donate 3-point-4 million dollars that will be utilized to fully equip all 20 laboratories.  The 
original plans only called for ten fully equipped laboratories. Since the ground breaking in 
august of '06 the Institute has hired 35 new scientists and staff workers. 
 
9/12 One organization from the Twin Cities is helping flood victims breath a little easier. The 
Saint Vincent - DePaul charity has brought down 300 bags of allergy and cold medicine to give 
away in Saint Charles.  Each bag contains individual packets of benedryl, robitusin, tylenol 
and coupons. 
 
9/6 The W-I-C program in Fillmore County is reaching out to the flood victims.  W-I-C 
provides supplemental foods to women who are breast feeding and for children under five years 
old.  Beginning today a special W-I-C Clinic will open at the Rushford Village Hall on County 
Road 30. 
 
8/29 Well some good news for water supplies in most of the effected flood areas in Minnesota. 
Today the state department of health gave the all-clear for municipal water sources except in 
the city of rushford.  The department says residents no longer need to boil water before 
consumption. 
 
8/29 Until recently, hormone replacement therapy was the most commonly prescribed 
treatment for hot flashes.  But because of un-wanted side effects, researchers at the Mayo 
Clinic have been looking at non-hormonal ways of reducing hot flashes and they think flaxseed 
could be the answer. 
 
8/23 Flooded homeowners have a lot of questions..And the Minnesota Department of Health 
is standing by with some answers.  A new hotline has been set up specifically for questions 
like: How to know if drinking water is safe, food safety issues, mold damage, fuel 
contamination, and how to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. That number is 800-657-3903.  
The hotline is open  from 8am to 4:30 Today, Friday, Monday and Tuesday.. 
 
8/19 More cases of a waterborne illness are showing up IN Mason City Health officials say 
nine more people have been diagnosed with crypto.   it's thought to be connected to two 
MASON CITY swimming pools... WHICH HAVE SINCE BEEN closed and cleaned. 
 
8/8 Topping today's medical news... Teen girls serving time in juvenile detention centers 
show more anger and depression than incarcerated boys... according to new research.  A 
california researcher evaluated jailed teenagers and compared them to Average teens of similar 
backgrounds.  While a typical girl will internalize problems, she found incarcerated girls were 
twice as likely as jailed boys to show aggressive behavior. 
 
7/17 A new clinic opened its doors in Rochester... hoping to help speed up local healthcare. 
Shopko welcomed its fourth FastCare Clinic yesterday... at Rochester's north location. 
Partnering with Olmsted Medical Center... the clinic offers primary care and 20 specialties for 
patients.  Organizers are excited about the impact this clinic will have on local health care 
service.  
 
7/6 Some 5 million Americans suffer from post traumatic stress disorder...And now some 
suffering veterans have a chance at help.   It's a 24-hour national hot line that will help vets in 
mental health crises... as well as suicide prevention.  The calls will be answered at a V-A 
medical center in New York... where 23 staff counselors will be trained on warning signs for 
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suicide and help veterans get care.    But one local marine says... many times vets won't call... 
a call would have to be made to them to check up on them.  
 

 
 
 

4. Education 
 
9/26 A rash of farm accidents has educators in Iowa teaching kids more about farm safety.  
After three people were killed in separate farm accidents in Iowa over the weekend, KIDS in the 
Hawkeye state are getting A LESSON ABOUT THE DANGERS OF WORKING ON A FARM AT 
THE FARM EXPO. 
 
9/26 Rochester voters approve a referendum for construction of a new elementary school 
which will be built to “green” environmental standards. 
 
9/26 Chatfield voters approve a referendum for construction of a new elementary school and 
an expansion of the high school. 
 
9/4 Minnesota students will be hitting the books again this morning and among the things 
in store for them this year: a first ever statewide science exam.  Students will take the test 
three times:  in both grades five and eight and once in high school. 
 
8/17 A tuition reciprocity deal has been reached between Minnesota and Wisconsin.  The 
Wisconsin budget-writing committee gave approval of the deal that was proposed back in 
June... making it official:   students to get in-state rates even if they attend college across the 
border. 
 
8/16 At the start of the school year... students and bus drivers will have a new eye watching 
over them. The Laidlaw busing company is installing cameras in all of its 152 operational 
buses. 
The cameras were worked into a new contract that laidlaw has with the Rochester school 
district. 
 
7/30 It's mixed results for the Rochester School District as the state of Minnesota releases 
test results.  District-wide, scores reached above the state's average on the Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessments.  But not all students are passing the tests.  For math at a high 
school level, fewer than half of the students met or exceeded the standards.  Some of the best 
results for the district... actually come on the elementary level. 
 
7/26 not even a tour of duty in iraq or a roadside bomb are enough to prepare some soldiers 
for a new challenge... life as a college student.   Many returning soldiers are preparing to enter 
the classroom at local universities.  officials at winona state university and R-C-T-C are part of 
a statewide plan that is ready to help veterans adjust to campus.   workshops and programs 
will be available... schools are also hiring staff to run a center just for veterans. 
 
7/25 Is the No Child Left Behind Policy leaving some subjects behind?  The law requires 
testing in Math and reading for students in grades 3 through 12. If the students don't meet the 
standards, schools may face sanctions by the state. A new nationwide report shows that 
elementary schools have bumped up time spent on math and reading by an average of 40-
minutes per day.  Some teachers feel this is taking away valuable time from other subjects like 
science and social studies.  But one area math teacher says they give students the option to get 
additional help...if they want it.   
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7/24 A local program is putting our area at the top... when it comes to parenting. 
Representatives of the Incredible Years Parenting Program were recognized with a presentation 
of the national award last night.  From a group of 600 applicants... Olmsted County's program 
was one of twelve in the country chosen for a... "best of" award.  Organizers say the program 
works with families who have kids with challenging behaviors. 
 
7/11 One university is moving, another is growing...  The U of M will be moving downtown 
this fall... and this move means more space and opportunities for the Winona State Rochester 
campus.   According to Winona State Rochester Campus Director, there will be a major 
expansion of the health sciences department.  There will also be an increased number of 
faculty.. as well as lab and classroom space.  Four new programs in fields like social work and 
women's studies... will be added.  And a doctorate of nursing practice could be in the works. 
 
7/2 Romain dallemand logged his first official day as rochester's new superintendent. from 
getting familiar with his new district... Dr. Dallemand is also looking to address one issue in 
particular.. rochester's acheivement gap... Or the difference in test scores between white and 
minority students.  Dallemand says the number of minority students has tripled during the 
last 15 years.  

 
 
 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 
 
9/25 Rochester police chief Roger Peterson wants to add 16 civilian police officers to the 
department.  Peterson says these officers can be used for non-violent crimes which would allow 
regular officers more time to devote to violent criminal activity. 
 
9/26 After seven months of tracking and planning, five have been arrested after a two-part 
drug raid in Rochester.   Olmsted County Sergeant Scott Barrons says that around 1 yesterday 
afternoon the Southeastern Minnesota Narcotics Task Force, along with Rochester Police and 
Olmsted Deputies... raided a room at the Motel 6 just off 19th Street Northwest. 
 
9/21 There are over 6-thousand sexual offenders living in the State of Iowa.  Now the city of 
Mason City is telling them where they can't go.  The City Council approved an ordinance 
restricting where sex offenders can freely go.   
 
9/21 Those who use drugs... versus those who traffic them... may soon receive less prison 
time.  The Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines Commission is considering lowering drug 
sentences in favor of treatment programs and intense supervised probation. 
 
9/20 A day of teamwork for area firefighters as they joined up with a special military group 
dealing specifically with chemicals and explosive substances to learn more about these 
emergencies.   The national guard practiced what to do if they found a terrorist lab... and 
firefighters worked on de-contamination and Hazmat skills. 
 
9/20 did you know that the greatest sexual danger your child could be exposed to is their 
date?  That’s  according to  nationally-known relationship expert Mike Domitrz .  He's traveled 
around the country - today, he made a stop at R-C-T-C.  He's telling students about keys to 
safer dating, respecting boundaries, and sexual assault awareness. 
8/29 Wabasha County’s under State orders to close its jail.  The county says it will now be 
forced to send inmates to Olmsted or Goodhue County.  The State says the Wabasha jail is too 
much of a security and safety risk.   
 
8/17 Gang-related symbols are spray painted on two Rochester schools. 



Issues & Programs Report                    2007 Third Quarter Report 

KXLT Television Inc. 
KXLT-TV, Rochester, MN 

13 

Police say the vandals targeted Century High School and Kellogg Middle school. 
 
7/30 Albert Lea Police are all ears this week as the first wave of neighborhood meetings are 
scheduled to take place. The meetings are designed to help the community voice their concerns 
about their neighborhood.  Each district in Albert Lea is assigned an officer, who will record the 
different concerns in the district and make plans to address them.  Police officials say they're 
hoping to bring back the connection they had with the community back in the 1960's. 
 
7/17 POLICE IN AUSTIN ARE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD CITIZENS TO HELP CRACK 
DOWN ON CRIME.   IT SEEMS THE CITY.. IS IN SHORT SUPPLY OF VOLUNTEERS TAKING 
PART IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM.  IN FACT ONLY ONE NEIGHBORHOOD IN 
AUSTIN IS AN OFFICIAL MEMBER.  SO...TO HELP GET THE COMMUNITY acquainted with the 
program, THE AUSTIN POLICE DEPARTMENT WILL HOST THE FIRST ANNUAL "NATIONAL 
NIGHT OUT" ON AUGUST 7TH AT THE MOWER COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS.  OFFICIALS SAY IT 
WILL GIVE PEOPLE A CHANCE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH AND 
HOW THEY CAN GET INVOLVED. 
 
7/11 Now Mower County Sheriff Terese Amazi is getting some much needed breathing room 
before the county jail is forced to downsize. State Department of Corrections extended the jail's 
transition date from August first to November first this afternoon after hearing an appeal by the  
Sheriff .  Last week the jail failed to meet several of the states requirements forcing it to be 
downsized to a 90-day facility.  Amazi says they'll have to transport more inmates to other 
counties because of the switch...however the extension is good news for the department. 

 
 

6. Elderly / Handicapped / Minority Groups / Racism 
 

9/26 Sally Gallagher of the Rochester Senior Living Center says healthier lifestyles are partly 
behind a drop in the number of seniors going into nursing home care.  According to a recent 
poll, more and more elderly people are saying no...to nursing homes.  A U-S-A Today report 
outlined the latest statistics from the Census Bureau.  The figures show more than ten percent 
of americans 75 or older lived in nursing homes in 1990.  Last year, that number dropped to 
seven-and -a-half percent. 
 
9/14 Financial problems could mean bad news for some of the areas seniors.   After years of 
decreased funding the Rochester Senior Center is looking at cuts.  Rochester has been 
supporting the Stewartville Senior Center for more than 20 years and that relationship may be 
in jeopardy. 
 
9/11 Two hate crimes in two days... at the Islamic Center in Rochester but those at the 
mosque say they just want to forgive and forget. 
 
8/29 With the city of Rochester nearing the 100,000 mark, change is inevitable. 
But the results of a 2006 racial attitude survey PUT OUT BY LUTHER COLLEGE suggest some 
people might not be ready to change the way they view others. 
 
8/17 HE'S BEING CALLED "THE MAN WHO FED THE WORLD..."  AND TODAY... 
PRESIDENT BUSH AWARDS DOCTOR NORMAN BORLAUG WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL 
GOLD MEDAL. THE IOWA NATIVE AND NOBLE PEACE PRIZE WINNER HAS DEDICATED HIS 
LIFE TO FIGHTING HUNGER. A CEREMONY WAS HELD TODAY IN THE ROTUNDA OF THE U-
S CAPITOL TO PRESENT THE 93-YEAR OLD WITH THE NATION'S HIGHEST CIVILIAN 
HONOR. AMONG THE GUESTS WERE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE NANCY PELOSI AND 
SEVERAL OTHER CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS. 

 



Issues & Programs Report                    2007 Third Quarter Report 

KXLT Television Inc. 
KXLT-TV, Rochester, MN 

14 

 
7. Environment 

 
9/29 In an effort to purify the water of Silver Lake... and to make it look more attractive, the 
city has planted tall grass, flowers, and aquatic plants around the shores of the lake.  The new 
plants are designed to filter out the goose droppings.  Environmental Coordinator Barb Huberty 
says the seeds have been growing nicely, and the silver ribbons have also been doing a good job 
of keeping the geese off the prairie areas. 
 
9/27 After years of planning and development, the National Eagle Center opens this weekend 
in Wabasha.  The idea has been there for over a decade, the hope for years, and after months of 
construction... the doors will soon open on Wabasha's new multi-million dollar eagle center. 
 
9/27 New numbers are out on global warming... this time showing a big impact for 
Rochester.  Representative Tina Leibling, Ray Schmitz and the U-S Public Interest Research 
Group released the latest data "Feeling the Heat" yesterday.  The two say temperatures are on 
the rise.  Here, in Rochester the report showed in 2006 the average temperature was 4 point 5 
degrees warmer than the historical average... the highest increase in the nation for 2006. 
 
9/25 Great River Energy continues to expand their wind farms across the region.  Great River 
says it’s efforts will continue to reduce the demand for coal-fired power plants, thus reducing 
emissions. 
 
9/21 Another wind farm is going up in Iowa. It's near Charles City in Floyd County. 
MidAmerican Energy is building a 50-unit turbine farm, which should be operational by April. 
 
9/20 A proposed ethanol plant in Eyota is now one step closer to becoming a reality. The 50-
million gallon per year plant received a boost from the U-S Department of Agriculture's Rural 
Development Agency yesterday in the form of 300-thousand dollars. 
 
8/29  The D-N-R is asking hunters to keep their safeties on for a couple of weeks.   
This weekend is the start of the dove and goose hunting season and some of the smaller roads 
in Winona and Houston counties are still closed.  With that...the D-N-R is asking hunters to 
NOT go out in these areas for a few weeks. 
 
8/28 A state fish hatchery was nearly wiped out after last week's storms... if not for some 
last-minute heroics.  Workers at Crystal Springs Fish Hatchery have been working around the 
clock to save trout that got out during the storms.  D-N-R manager John Huber says 
floodwaters rose from the Whitewater River and blew open the doors that keep fish in the 
raceways.  Hundreds of thousands of fish were lost. 
 
8/29 Good news for the Olmsted County Waste to Energy facility.  It just received the permit 
needed to start construction on the third combustion unit... plus the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency tossed in a 3 point 2 million dollar grant.  Construction is set to begin in 
October and expected to be complete in late fall of 2009. 
 
7/26 A warning tonight to farmers from ag experts at the University of Minnesota.  Deadly 
fumes killed five people this month in another state and it could easily happen right here at 
home.  on hog farms, their waste ends up here... below the floorboards in a deep manure pit.If 
it sits for too long, toxic gases will form... like hydrogen sulfide and methane... fatal after just a 
couple breaths.  These gases killed a farmer, his wife, their two young kids and a farm hand in 
virgina. 
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7/12 Efforts to remove one of the most toxic chemicals from Minnesota waters helped to 
provide area anglers with some new tackle.   The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency collected 
lead tackle and offered up a more environmental friendly option as incentive.  The M-P-C-A 
says lead can cause cancer and other serious illness in humans, and is a serious toxin to 
wildlife. The exchange is being offered tonight until 7 P-M at outside Gander Mountain in 
Rochester. Distributors say that anglers have been enthusiastic about the program. 
 

 

8. Substance Abuse 
 

9/28 The Olmsted County Attorney is trying to make drug courts a reality.  Mark Ostrem has 
applied for a 250-thousand dollar grant to get the program here.  He estimates up to 75 
percent of all criminal cases in the county are drug related.  And a drug court would give 
addicts shorter sentences in some cases. 
 
9/20 A new survey shows disturbing results for teens hen it comes to meth use.  Many said 
the drug was easy to get and think there's little risk in trying it. The survey... by the non-profit, 
anti-drug group "Meth Project" also showed that one in four teens believed there are benefits to 
using meth... like losing weight, coping with boredom and feeling happy. 
 
8/20 ACCORDING TO A NEW SURVEY OUT OF THE NATIONAL CENTER ON ADDICTION 
AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY... 61-PERCENT OF TEENS SAY THEY 
ATTEND HIGH SCHOOLS WITH DRUG PROBLEMS. THAT'S UP FROM 44-PERCENT IN 2-
THOUSAND-2.  AND AS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLS... THE SURVEY FINDS A JUMP FROM 19-
PERCENT TO 31-PERCENT BETWEEN 2-THOUSAND-2 AND 2-THOUSAND-6. 
 
8/10 it's a problem many schools have to face. and some mantorville-kasson educators say, 
substance abuse is a problem among the young people at their high school... as 
NEWSCENTER'S JENNIFER HOFF found out... the school says it's found a solution and is 
cracking down to keep your kids safe.  
 
8/9 it's a statewide effort... cracking down on how minors are getting their hands on 
alcohol... Under the new law, kegs sold in Iowa must have these stickers...consumers sign off 
on the white copy, the green is stuck to the lip of the keg.  vendors, like at westside spirits,  
must keep these records - it shows who purchased the kegs.   then when police find a keg and 
underage drinking ... they can use the data to track down who bought the beer. 
 

 
 

 
Other: 
 
8/23 and 8/24 The station hosted a flood relief fund drive with multiple live reports 
throughout the day.  More than $35,000. was collected for the American Red Cross and five 
truck loads of food and flood relief supplies were sent to affected regions.   
 

 
 

Network Programming 
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In addition to our locally produced programming specifically designed to respond to the issues 
and problems of our viewing area, network programs often cover issues relating to our local 

problems and needs. 
 

 

• FOX News Sunday 
 FOX  Network 
 Sunday 10am 60 min 

 
 
Date:        12/31/06 
TOPIC:       Iraq & Election 2008 
GUESTS: Sen. Richard Lugar, (R-IN), Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee Gov. Tom Vilsack, (D-IA) 
 
 
Date:   1/7/07 
Topic:  New Congress & Politics 
Guests: Sen. Mitch McConnell, (R-KY), Senate Minority Leader Rep. Steny Hoyer, (D-

MD), House Majority Leader. 
 
 
Date:  1/14/07 
Topic:   Iraq 
Guests: Vice President Dick Cheney 
 
Date:  1/21/07 
Topic:  Iraq & Domestic Issues 
Guests: Sen. Joseph R. Biden Jr., (D-DE), chairman, Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee Sen. Carl Levin, (D-MI), chairman Of The Senate Armed Services 
Committee Newt Gingrich, Former House Speaker 

 
Date: 1/28/07 
Topic:  Iraq & 2008 Election 
Guests: Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS), 2008 presidential candidate Sen. Joe Lieberman 

(I-CN), chairman of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee 

 
Date:  2/4/07 
Topic: Iraq 
Guests:  Sen. Jim Webb (D-VA), Senate Foreign Relations and Armed Services Committee 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, (R-SC) 
 

 
Date:  2/11/07 
Topic:  Senate Iraq resolution & Senate Democrats 
Guests: Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Minority Leader Sen. Jack Reed  
  (D-RI) 
 
 
Date:  2/18/07 
Topic:  Iraq War Debate 
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Guests: Newt Gingrich, former House Speaker Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI), Armed Services 
Committee chairman. 

 
 
Date:  2/25/07 
Topic:  Iraq, Iran, & HPV Vaccine in Texas 
Guests: Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State Gov. Rick Perry (R-TX)  Gov. Ed Rendell 

(D-PA) 
 
 
Date:  3/4/07 
Topic:  Iraq, Afghanistan, & Wall Street 
Guests: Sen. Dianne Feinstein, (D-CA) Rep. Pete Hoekstra, (R-MI); Rep. Charles 

Rangel, (D-NY) 
 
 
Date:  3/18/07 
Topic:  U.S. Attorney Controversy & Iraq War Anniversary 
Guests: Bud Cummins (AR), former U.S. Attorney David Inglesias (NM), Former U.S. 

Attorney  Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA)  Sen. John Kerry (D-MA) 
 
 
Date:  3/25/07 
Topic:  Iraq & US Attorneys 
Guests: Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) Sen. Trent Lott (R-MO) Sharon Eubanks, 

Former Federal Prosecutor 
 
Date: 4/1/07 
Topic:  Iraq Timetable & US Attorney Controversy 
Guests: Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY) Sen. Joe Biden (D-DE)
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Syndicated Programming 

 
In addition to our locally produced need to respond to the issues and problems of our 
viewing area, syndicated programs often cover issues relating to our local problems and 
needs. 

    

  None this quarter 
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Short Form Programming 
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