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1. Education 

a. Charlie Rose (18025)  We remember philanthropist Mary Duke Biddle Trent 
Semans, a member of the family that founded Duke University. She continued 
the Duke family tradition of contribution to the community and was devoted to 
education, civil rights, the arts, women’s rights, and social justice. She was also 
a trustee at Duke University and of several family foundations, including the 
Mary Duke Biddle Foundation named for her mother. She died January 25, 
2012, at the age of 91 in Durham, North Carolina.  (Saturday, January 28, 
Midnight, WR PBS) 

b. Need to Know (222)  With student loan debt now nearing $1 trillion, Need to 
Know looks at the dilemma facing young people: go to college and likely 
accumulate tens of thousands of dollars in debt or more, or skip it and risk 
never qualifying for a higher-paying job. The show profiles one recent college 
graduate, who is now unemployed.  (Saturday, February 11, 2:30 AM, WR 
PBS) 

c. Independent Lens: ―Whatever It Takes‖ (1118)  What's a child's education 
worth? For one visionary rookie principal, it's priceless. At the Bronx Center for 
Science & Mathematics, an innovative public high school in NYC's South Bronx, 
Principal Edward Tom leads a dedicated group of teachers, students and 
parents in their biggest gamble yet. Within a community infamous for hardship, 
can this brand new school live up to its promise, and inspire new stories of 
achievement and excellence?  (Saturday, March 3, 11 PM, WR PBS) 

 
2. Youth 

a. PBS NewsHour (10242)  In Smaller Voices, 'I Have a Dream' Echoes Again 
Over National Mall:  For the past seven years on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
children from a Washington, D.C., elementary school have climbed the steps of 
the Lincoln Memorial to proclaim "I have a dream," just as Dr. King did 48 years 
ago. This year, they also shared what "the most historic speech ever" means to 
them.  (Monday, January 16, 7 PM, WR PBS) 

b. Nova: ―Separating Twins‖ (3908)  This is the incredible story of Trishna and 
Krishna, twin girls born joined at the head. Abandoned shortly after birth at an 
orphanage in Bangladesh, they had little chance of survival, until they were 
saved and taken to Australia by an aid worker. After two years battling for life, 
the twins are ready for a series of delicate operations, which will prepare them 
for the ultimate challenge: a marathon separation surgery that will allow them to 
live truly separate lives.  (Wednesday, February 8, 9 PM, WR PBS) 

c. Charlie Rose (2568)  Made Visible: Women, Children & Poverty in America – 
Panel discussion, Part 1: In Part 1 of a conversation on the rising numbers of 
women and children in poverty, panelists discuss the financial, social and 
economic disparities that women face in the U.S.  (Thursday, March 29, 1:30 
AM, WR PBS) 

 
3. Political Issues 

a. Washington Week (5129)  Will Mitt Romney’s momentum from successive wins 
in Iowa and New Hampshire help him win South Carolina? Plus, the Supreme 
Court will decide on the FCC’s authority to regulate the airwaves, and President 
Obama’s aims to shrink government.  (Friday, January 13, 8 PM, WR PBS) 
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b. Charlie Rose (18037)  A conversation about US-China relations and the 
Chinese vice president's unofficial but highly observed visit to the U.S. with Jon 
Huntsman, former U.S. ambassador to China.  (Wednesday, February 15, 
Midnight, WR PBS) 

c. PBS NewsHour (10285)  Campaigns Have Message Discipline Online, but 
Can't Control Facebook Groups: As part of our ongoing series on social media 
this election season, Ray Suarez and journalists Lauren Ashburn and Howard 
Kurtz of the Daily Download discuss how President Obama's campaign 
documentary bypasses traditional television advertising and how Facebook 
groups spring up to support and oppose political candidates.  (Thursday, March 
15, 7 PM, WR PBS) 

 
4. Health 

a. Frontline: ―Post Mortem‖ (2907)  In over 2,000 counties across America, 
elected coroners, many with no medical or scientific background, are in charge 
of death investigations. Nationwide there is a severe shortage of competent 
forensic pathologists to do autopsies. The rate of autopsies—the gold standard 
of death investigation—has plummeted over the decades from fifty percent of 
those who die to less than six percent. As a result, not only do murderers go 
free and innocent people go to jail, but the crisis in death investigation in 
America is also a threat to public health.  (Tuesday, January 31, 10 PM, WR 
PBS) 

b. Easy Yoga for Easing Pain    According to yoga expert Peggy Cappy, yoga can 
be a great first line of defense. In this new program, she demonstrates how 
yoga can increase flexibility, reduce joint and muscular aches and pains and 
even combat fatigue.  (Monday, March 5, 10 PM, WR PBS) 

c. Charlie Rose (18070)  Charlie Rose Brain Series 2: Schizophrenia with Eric 
Kandel of Columbia University, Danny Hurley, Steven M. Paul of Weill Cornell 
Medical College, Cornelia Bargmann of Rockefeller University, Judith Rapoport 
of The National Institute of Mental Health, and David A. Lewis of University of 
Pittsburgh.  (Saturday, March 31, Midnight, WR PBS) 

 
5. Women’s Issues 

a. To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe (2043)  Birth Control Ban?: GOP presidential 
candidate Rick Santorum's opposition to birth control has progressive activists 
anticipating a new fight over women's reproductive rights. Minimum Wage 
Increases: More than one million low-income workers in eight states got pay 
raises thanks to an increase in minimum wage. Women are expected to benefit 
most, since they make up the majority of minimum wage employees.  (Sunday, 
January 8, 6 PM, WR PBS) 

b. American Masters: ―Joan Baez: How Sweet the Sound‖ (2206)  In the first 
comprehensive documentary to chronicle the private life and public career of 
Joan Baez, this film examines her history as a recording artist and performer as 
well as her unwavering journey as the conscience of a generation.  
(Wednesday, January 11, 3:30 AM, WR PBS) 

c. Tupperware! American Experience    In the 1950s, American women 
discovered they could earn thousands — even millions — of dollars from bowls 
that burped. ―Tupperware ladies‖ fanned out across the nation’s living rooms, 
selling efficiency and convenience to their friends and neighbors through home 
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parties. Bowl by bowl, they built an empire that now spans the globe.  (Tuesday, 
February 14, 8 PM, WR PBS) 

 
6. Crime 

a. Billy the Kid: American Experience     Caught in the middle of a many-centuries-
old Irish-English conflict playing out on the plains of the Southwest, the Kid 
captured national attention with his reckless violence. His fascination with 
Mexican culture, his flair for Spanish and his disdain for the Anglo authorities 
made him a hero of sorts to the Hispanic community, who hid him when the law 
came looking and mourned him when he was gone.  (Tuesday, January 10, 8 
PM, WR PBS) 

b. Religion and Ethics NewsWeekly (1525)  Voter ID: If the right to vote is sacred, 
and depriving someone of that right is morally wrong, then what to make of the 
tough new voter identification requirements being proposed across the country?  
(Monday, February 20, Midnight, WR PBS) 

c. Frontline: ―Murdoch’s Scandal‖ (3009)  Over half a century Rupert Murdoch's 
business audacity and political shrewdness built one of the world's most 
powerful media empires. Now his dynasty is under threat - not from outside 
competition, but from shocking accounts of bribery, blackmail, and invasion of 
privacy. The scandal has prompted criminal investigations on both sides of the 
Atlantic. It has also cracked open the insular world of the Murdoch family, its 
news executives, and the political elite who court their favor.  (Tuesday, March 
27, 10 PM, WR PBS) 

 
7. National Security 

a. Frontline: ―A Perfect Terrorist‖ (3004)  His name was David Coleman Headley 
and he’d been chosen for the job because he had the perfect cover: He was an 
American citizen. FRONTLINE and ProPublica reporter Sebastian Rotella team 
up to investigate the mysterious circumstances behind Headley’s rise from 
heroin dealer and U.S. government informant to master plotter of the 2008 
attack on Mumbai.  (Tuesday, January 10, 10 PM, WR PBS) 

b. Washington Week (5135)  International leaders meet in Tunisia to prevent more 
bloodshed in Syria. And unrest continues in Afghanistan after the burning of 
Qurans.  (Friday, February 24, 8 PM, WR PBS) 

c. Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly (1529)  Moral Questions After Afghan Massacre: 
"People across the political spectrum, right to left, are beginning to wonder if we 
are committed to a mission whose success is dubious now at best because of 
the way we’ve defined it," says William Galston, a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. Advance Directives: In La Crosse, Wisconsin, 96 percent of all adults 
die with a completed advance directive. The directives are often based on end-
of-life conversations that reflect a patient’s spiritual and ethical values. St. 
Mary's Abbey: "We live by the work of our hands and also have some left for 
helping out those who are maybe less fortunate," says the abbess of St. Mary's, 
Ireland's only Cistercian monastery for women.  (Monday, March 19, Midnight, 
WR PBS) 

 
8. Minority Issues 

a. Need to Know: ―Sexual Politics‖ (218)  Explores how the Republican 
candidates’ opposition to gay marriage will affect the outcome of the nomination 
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fight and the general election. Correspondent Mona Iskander goes to 
Minneapolis to look at a program designed to provide shelter for homeless 
LGBT youth. We also speak to David Brody of the Christian Broadcasting 
Network, and New York City Council Speaker Christine Quinn offers her take on 
attaining LGBT equality.  (Saturday, January 14, 2:30 AM, WR PBS) 

b. Freedom Riders: American Experience    They called themselves the Freedom 
Riders, and they managed to bring the president and the entire American public 
face to face with the challenge of correcting civil-rights inequities that plagued 
the nation.  (Tuesday, February 7, 10 PM, WR PBS) 

c. Finding Your Roots (2115)  In this episode, we feature two African American 
politicians from different generations and opposite backgrounds. John Lewis 
grew up in a sharecropping family in rural Georgia, while Cory Booker was 
raised in an affluent, all-white New Jersey suburb. Although both men have 
devoted their lives to the betterment of African-American people, neither of 
them knows much about their own ancestors. In this episode, we introduce 
Booker to his white great-grandfather, a man he never knew, and move Lewis 
to tears over the extraordinary ambitions and accomplishments of his slave 
ancestors.  (Monday, March 26, 10 PM, WR PBS) 

 
9. Technology Issues (Weather/Environment) 

a. Nova: ―Bombing Hitler’s Dams‖ (3902)  A team of experts—from dam 
engineers to explosives specialists—steps into the shoes of the Dambusters. 
They will adapt a vintage World War II DC4 to carry a bomb the size of an oil 
drum; train to drop it from a dangerously low altitude in pitch darkness; get it to 
bounce over obstacles and onto the target; and finally, at a test site in Canada 
with a 1:6 scale model of one of the German dams, try to repeat history.  
(Wednesday, January 11, 9 PM, WR PBS) 

b. Secrets of the Dead: ―Sinking Atlantis‖ (802)  Explores the usual theories 
about the disappearance of the Minoans and reveals the truth behind the reign 
and fall of the great Minoan civilization.  (Sunday, January 29, 3 PM, WR PBS) 

c. Steve Jobs: One Last Thing    In the aftermath of the death of probably the most 
inspirational computer designers and innovators of the 21st century, this film 
takes an in-depth look at the life and work of Apple boss, Steve Jobs to 
examine how and why he revolutionized our world.  (Saturday, March 24, 4 PM, 
Fusion) 

 
10. Consumer Issues 

a. PBS NewsHour (10235)  How the U.S. Auto Industry Picked Up Speed in 2011:  
With nearly 13 million cars sold, 2011 turned out to be the strongest year for 
Detroit's major automakers since the financial crisis hit in 2008. Margaret 
Warner discusses just how that 10 percent increase came to be with David 
Shepardson, who covers the auto industry for The Detroit News.  (Thursday, 
January 5, 7 PM, WR PBS) 

b. Tavis Smiley (2535)  Personal finance expert Suze Orman, the Emmy-winning 
TV show host and best-selling author, shares why she feels the credit scoring 
system is ―broken‖ and discusses women in poverty.  (Saturday, February 11, 
1:30 AM, WR PBS) 

c. Spend Well, Live Rich With Michelle Singletary    Syndicated Washington Post 
columnist Michelle Singletary is in a unique position to offer advice to PBS 
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viewers about how to gain control of their financial life. In addition to her sterling 
credentials, she relies on the knowledge learned from the best financial planner 
she ever met: her grandmother, Big Mama. (Sunday, March 25, 12 PM, WR 
PBS) 


