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1. Education 

a. Charlie Rose (18206)  Lisa Randall, professor of theoretical physics at Harvard 
University, discusses her book Knocking on Heaven’s Door: How Physics and 
Scientific Thinking Illuminate the Universe and the Modern World.  (Tuesday, 
Oct. 9, 5:30 PM, Fusion) 

b. PBS NewsHour (10502)  High School Coach Tells Football Team, 'Don't Go to 
Study Hall, You Don't Play': Natalie Randolph is one of the first women to head 
a high school football team, but to her students she is more than a coach. At 
Coolidge High School in Washington, Coach Randolph prioritizes academics by 
ensuring athletes attend study hall before practice.  (Tuesday, Nov. 20, 7 PM, 
WR PBS) 

c. PBS NewsHour (10531) Why After-School Jobs Keep Young Adults in School: 
Jobs can provide teenagers with an exciting glimpse of economic freedom, as 
well as a new set of responsibilities and money, often for the first time. But 
education experts say part-time and after-school jobs also play a pivotal role in 
keeping young people on the path toward high school graduation. (Monday, 
Dec. 31, 7pm, WR PBS) 

 
2. Youth 

a. PBS NewsHour (10468)  New Scan Improves Time Frame for Diagnosing 
Genetic Diseases in Newborns: A new strategy helps doctors cut the diagnosis 
time for genetic diseases in infants from weeks to days, greatly increasing the 
chances of being able to offer sick babies some kind of treatment. Margaret 
Warner talks to Dr. Stephen Kingsmore, who led the research team at 
Children's Mercy Hospitals in Kansas City. (Wednesday, Oct. 3, 7 PM, WR 
PBS) 

b. Frontline (3024) These are hard times in the Quad Cities, a great American 
crossroads along the border of Iowa and Illinois, where the Mississippi River 
intersects Interstate 80. Home to John Deere manufacturing and the nation’s 
breadbasket, it’s also an area deeply scarred by the recession. FRONTLINE 
follows three young girls growing up amidst their families’ struggles against 
financial ruin. This an intimate portrait of the economic crisis as it’s rarely seen, 
through the eyes of children. With one in five American children living below the 
poverty line, ―Poor Kids‖ is an unflinching and revealing exploration of what 
poverty means to children. (Tuesday, Nov. 20, 10 PM, WR PBS) 

c. After Newtown (000) After the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School, PBS 
continues to analyze and illuminate the issues of access to guns and the politics 
of gun laws, mental illness in young adults, the science of detecting violent 
impulses, and how communities react to unspeakable tragedy and begin to 
heal. The special brings together the resources of the PBS NEWSHOUR, 
FRONTLINE, WASHINGTON WEEK, NEED TO KNOW and NOVA. (Saturday, 
Dec. 22, 3am, WR PBS) 

 
3. Political Issues 

a. Frontline: ―The Choice 2012‖ (3101)  This election special offers dual 
biographies of the presidential candidates. "The Choice 2012" takes the long 
view, through sweeping panoramas of the candidates' biographies and 
explorations of the national landscape that shapes the campaigns, voters' 



p. 3 / 6 

attitudes and the winner's prospects for governing. (Tuesday, October 9, 9 PM, 
WR PBS) 

b. PBS NewsHour (10501) President Obama Travels to Myanmar, Saluting a Long 
Struggle for Freedom: For nearly 50 years, Myanmar was ruled by military 
dictatorship. But the country's leadership has made a rapid about-face in the 
last two years, pressing sweeping reforms transitioning towards democracy, 
reducing corruption and increasing transparency. (Monday, Nov. 19, 7 PM, WR 
PBS) 

c. Charlie Rose (18256) New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg shares his 
strong support for gun control in light of Friday's tragic shooting deaths of 
twenty students and six children at the Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, Connecticut. (Tuesday, Dec. 18, 5:30pm, Fusion) 

 
4. Health 

a. PBS NewsHour (10466) What's at Stake in the Candidates' Different Visions for 
Medicaid: The firestorm over how to make Medicare more sustainable has 
consumed the health care debate this election season, but Medicaid, its 
counterpart for low-income, disabled and elderly Americans, actually covers 
more people. (Monday, October 1, 7PM, WR PBS) 

b. Charlie Rose (18240) Charlie Rose Brain Series 2 Episode 11: Pain with Eric 
Kandel of Columbia University; David Julius, University of California, San 
Francisco; Allan Basbaum, University of California, San Francisco; Robert 
Dworkin, University of Rochester Medical Center; David Borsook of Boston 
Children's Hospital; and Laurie Klein, nursing student at LSU. (Monday, Nov. 
26, 5:30pm, Fusion) 

c. PBS NewsHour (10527) Are Annual Mammograms Necessary? Physicians 
Debate Tool's Prevention Capability: Annual mammograms have been seen as 
an important screening tool: They are very effective in helping find small, slow-
growing cancers. But how good are they at finding fatal tumors? Health 
correspondent Betty Ann Bowser reports on a recent study published in the 
New England Journal of Medicine that has reignited the debate. (Tuesday, Dec. 
25, 7pm, WR PBS) 

 
5. Women’s Issues 

a. Half the Sky (101)  Presents women and girls who are living under some of the 
most difficult circumstances imaginable -- and fighting bravely to change them. 
Their intimate, dramatic and immediate stories of struggle reflect viable and 
sustainable options for empowerment and offer an actionable blueprint for 
transformation. (Monday, October 1, 9 PM, WR PBS) 

b. PBS NewsHour (10470)  Missouri Senate Seat in Play as Akin and McCaskill 
Fight for the Middle: Democrats expected incumbent Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-
Mo., to lose her seat come November. But after her challenger Republican 
Todd Akin made controversial remarks about rape and abortion, McCaskill has 
gained a narrow lead.  (Friday, October 5, 7 PM, WR PBS) 

c. Tavis Smiley (2759) Actor John Slattery: The Emmy-nominated actor discusses 
the fifth season finale of AMC’s Mad Men, the evolution of the show’s depiction 
of women and life before fame from the award-winning series. (Friday, Dec. 21, 
5pm, Fusion) 
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6. Crime 
a. PBS NewsHour (10472)  Jerry Sandusky Sentenced to at Least 30 Years for 

Sexual Abuse of Young Boys: After being convicted of 45 counts of sexual 
abuse, former Penn State football coach Jerry Sandusky appeared in court to 
receive a sentence of 30 to 60 years in prison, where he will likely spend the 
rest of his life. (Tuesday, October 9, 7 PM, WR PBS) 

b. Frontline ―The Suicide Plan‖ (3023) You have an incurable illness, you want to 
die and you want help dying — what can you do? The terminally ill who live in 
Oregon or Washington can openly ask a doctor for help, but in the rest of 
country, where physician-assisted suicide is illegal, people who are suffering 
turn in secret to friends, family and even activist organizations. FRONTLINE 
explores this shadow world of assisted suicide, where the lines between legality 
and criminality are blurred, taking viewers inside one of the most polarizing 
social issues of our time — told by the people choosing to die, and by their 
―assisters,‖ individuals and right-to-die organizations at risk of prosecution for 
their actions. (Saturday, Nov. 17, 12pm, Fusion) 

c. PBS NewsHour (10521) What can a Club Continental business card tell us 
about California’s prohibition-era underground? Then, did gangs use this 
shotgun in the Chicago St. Valentine’s Day massacre that shocked the nation 
(repeat segment)? And why is FDR on the guest list for a High Society Circus 
during the depths of the Depression. (Monday, Dec. 17, 7pm, WR PBS) 

 
7. National Security 

a. PBS NewsHour (10466)  News Wrap: Suicide Bomber Attacks Afghan-
American Patrol in Afghanistan: In other news Monday, a suicide bomber drove 
a motorcycle through the center of a market in the eastern city of Khost in 
Afghanistan, killing 14 including three Americans. The Associated Press 
reported that the American death toll in Afghanistan has reached over 2,000 
since the war began 11 years ago.  (Monday, Oct. 1, 7 PM, WR PBS) 

b. Charlie Rose (18236) A conversation with The Washington Post's David 
Ignatius on the ongoing controversy over the U.S. response to the terrorist 
attack on the U.S. embassy in Benghazi, Libya. (Tuesday, Nov. 20, 5:30pm, 
Fusion) 

c. PBS NewsHour (10521) News Wrap: Two Dead, More Than a Dozen Wounded 
in Afghanistan Car Bombing: In other news Monday, Taliban officials claimed 
responsibility for a car bomb that exploded outside a U.S.-operated company 
compound in Kabul. Meanwhile, nine girls died in an explosion in an eastern 
province of Afghanistan that police say may have been triggered by a land mine 
left over from the time of the Soviet invasion. (Monday, Dec. 17, 7pm, WR PBS) 

 
8. Minority Issues 

a. Standing Bear’s Footsteps (0000)  This is the story of an Indian chief who went 
to court to prove he was a person … and in the process redefined what it 
means to be an American. The documentary traces one man’s journey from his 
Nebraska homeland to the malaria-infested plains of Indian Territory and finally 
to a trial that made front page news across America. (Saturday, October 20, 4 
PM, Fusion) 

b. PBS NewsHour (10504) Book Offers Portrait of Prolific Photographer Who 
Captured Native American Lives: Backed by Theodore Roosevelt, Edward 
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Curtis set out in 1900 to document the lives of Native Americans. Over the next 
30 years, he took more than 40,000 pictures and 10,000 audio recordings. 
Jeffrey Brown talks to Pulitzer Prize winner Timothy Egan about his new 
biography about Curtis, "Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher.‖ (Thursday, Nov. 
22, 7pm, WR PBS) 

c. Iranian Americans (000) Filmed around the United States – from Los Angeles to 
Washington, DC – this documentary chronicles the underreported history of a 
group of immigrants finding refuge, overcoming adversity and ultimately 
creating new lives in the United States. Even though Iran is in the news virtually 
every day, many Americans have little knowledge of the story of the hundreds 
of thousands of Iranians who live in the U.S. (Saturday, Dec. 22, 2pm, Fusion) 

 
9. Technology Issues (Weather/Environment) 

a. NOVA: ―Trapped in an Elevator‖ (3713)  Across North America, elevators 
move 325 million passengers every day. NOVA reveals the secret life of these 
ubiquitous machines and investigates personal stories of those who have been 
caught inside when they fail.  (Sunday, Oct. 7, 5 PM, WR PBS) 

b. Charlie Rose (18235) An interview with Jeff Bezos, founder and CEO of 
Amazon.com and Fortune Magazine's "2012 Businessperson of the Year," 
which called him "the ultimate disrupter. (Monday, Nov. 19, 5:30pm, Fusion) 

c. NOVA: ―Secrets of Stonehendge‖ (3715)  Dated to the late Stone Age, 
Stonehenge may be the best-known and most mysterious relic of prehistory. 
Every year, a million visitors are drawn to England to gaze upon the famous 
circle of stones, but the monument’s meaning has continued to elude us. Now 
investigations inside and around Stonehenge have kicked off a dramatic new 
era of discovery and debate over who built Stonehenge and for what purpose. 
How did prehistoric people quarry, transport, sculpt and erect these giant 
stones? Granted exclusive access to the dig site at Bluestonehenge, a 
prehistoric stone circle monument recently discovered about a mile from 
Stonehenge, NOVA cameras join a new generation of researchers finding 
important clues to this enduring mystery  (Friday, Dec. 14, 2am, WR PBS) 

 
10. Consumer Issues 

a. PBS NewsHour (10474)  Demand for Illegal Ivory Explodes in Asia, Where 
Industry Expands Despite Ban: Despite a 1990 global treaty illegalizing the sale 
of elephant tusks, religious faiths across Asia value ivory and are willing to pay 
for it. In China, demand has been met with the construction of major factories to 
process and produce religious icons.   (Thursday, October 11, 7 PM, WR PBS) 

b. PBS NewsHour (10504) How 'Black Friday' Morphed Into 'Gray Thursday': 
Many Americans will head to the mall after Thanksgiving dinner to snag retail 
deals once reserved for the early morning of "Black Friday." But as retailers fear 
a sluggish consumer spending holiday season, more are opening on the actual 
holiday. Hari Sreenivasan talks to Barney Jopson of The Financial Times. 
(Thursday, Nov. 22, 7pm, WR PBS) 

c. PBS NewsHour (10524)  'Tis the Season, But Should We Save or Spend? A 
Holiday Money Conundrum: Is saving money during the holidays smart or 
Scrooge-ish? Is shopping a way of forging social bonds and expressing your 
freedom or is it giving in to crass commercialism? Following the lessons of 
some "economist Christmas carols," economics correspondent Paul Solman 



p. 6 / 6 

weighs the economic and social theories of both sides  (Thursday, Dec. 20, 7 
PM, WR PBS) 


