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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD APRIL 1 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

• KEYC News 12 Morning   Monday-Friday   7:25; 7:55; 8:25; 8:55AM 

• KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Sunday  9:00-9:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday  10:00-10:30PM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday (Jan.1-Feb. 8)  10:00-10:30AM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday (After Feb. 15)  9:30-10:30AM 

• 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

• 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of news, 

weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this report range 

from 1 to 5 minutes. 

• CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events of the 

nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  

These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

• CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

This CBS produced news program features news, interviews, weather and information segments and feature 

reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually are three to 

four minutes long. 

• CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 

This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented reports 

in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to twelve minutes 

long. 



 

Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2016 – Q2 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Politics 

2. Healthy Lifestyles 

3. Agricultural Economy 

4. Transportation 

 

POLITICS: 

Minnesota’s 2016 legislative session was supposed to be short, yet fruitful in this election year.  

Critics, however, would state otherwise.  Lawmakers hoped to pass a supplemental budget bill 

to work with some surplus money, transportation funding, and a bonding package. The 

legislature failed to reach agreement on transportation funding or a bonding package.  The 

bonding package consists of state infrastructure projects and maintenance of state-owned 

assets, such as state parks and state university buildings.  Governor Mark Dayton issued his 

bonding project wish list in January, and KEYC News 12 told viewers when the Senate released 

its version on May 2
nd

.  The House released its version even later in the session, just four days 

before the legislature’s scheduled adjournment, and KEYC News 12 viewers learned about the 

controversial aspects with the process.  Among the three bonding bill packages were local 

projects like fixes for South Central College in North Mankato, Minnesota Square Park and the 

State Security Hospital in St. Peter, and a building currently under construction on the campus 

of Minnesota State University-Mankato.  KEYC News 12 checked in on the legislative process 

and stakeholders within those various projects along the way on May 2
nd

 , May 3
rd

, May 8
th

, 

May 15
th

, May 19
th

, May 23
rd

 when the session ended, and lawmakers reaction to its failure on 

May 25
th

 and June 1
st

.  Another major issue with the legislature was a provision within the tax 

bill to provide tax relief to fire-ravaged businesses in Madelia.  KEYC News 12 informed viewers 



about the tax relief bill when it was introduced to a key tax committee on April 4
th

 and 

subsequently passed.  KEYC News 12 brought viewers the stories of Madelia business owners 

anxious about the fate of the tax bill on June 1
st

, and June 6
th

, and also stories of their anguish 

when the tax bill failed on June 7
th

.  On June 8
th

, KEYC News 12 interviewed Governor Mark 

Dayton about the need for a special session as he toured South Central College.  However, a 

week later, viewers learned that prospects for a special session were fading quickly. 

 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES:   

Finding quality health care in rural areas continues to be an issue for southern Minnesota and 

northern Iowa.  The level of care is showing signs of improvement, as KEYC News 12 viewers 

saw on April 20
th

, when Mayo Clinic Health System-Fairmont opened its new Emergency 

Department, on June 1
st

 when the Mayo Clinic Health System-Mankato opened a clinic inside 

the Mankato Hilltop HyVee grocery store, and on June 20
th

, when viewers learned about why 

United Health District opened a clinic in Fairmont.  On May 17
th

, KEYC News 12 investigated the 

issues behind needs for treating mental health in rural Minnesota, and on June 30
th

, U.S. 

Senator Al Franken discussed with KEYC News 12 his plan to improve rural health care.  

Another aspect facing KEYC News 12 viewers is the state-run health insurance exchange, known 

as MNSure.  On April 13
th

, KEYC News 12 addressed troubles with MNSure’s computer 

programs that are causing service delays for the neediest of its clients.  And on June 24
th

, KEYC 

News 12 discussed how changes in Blue Cross-Blue Shield’s policies being offered via MNSure 

would impact some 100,000 clients in Minnesota. 

Additionally, KEYC News 12 is partnering with other community members for an initiative 

known as Thrive: Eat, Move, Sleep.  Three times per week, viewers learn about nutritional 

benefits of certain foods, better ways to get exercise or avoid injury during exercise, and 

attaining better sleep by making small changes in daily habits.  The segments air on Mondays, 

Tuesdays, and Fridays during KEYC News 12 at 5:00 and 10:00. 

KEYC News 12 also broadcasts developing health stories and studies regularly on its Midday, 

5:00pm, 9:00pm, and 10:00pm weekday news programs. 

 

 

 

 



AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY:   

The engine that powers the Greater Mankato economy is agriculture.  When farmers have a 

good year, the rest of the area tends to follow – and that’s why so many viewers have an 

interest in what is going on in the area’s agriculture industry.  On April 1
st

, KEYC News 12 

discussed with local experts appearing at an Agriculture Symposium on what issues were facing 

area farmers.   

Planting season got off to a bit of a slow start.  KEYC News 12 let viewers know what the long-

term ramifications of a late planting were.  However, KEYC News 12 told viewers on April 19
th

 

that many of the farmers had caught up, and that progress was well underway.  And then, the 

rains came.  KEYC News 12 told viewers on May 2
nd

 how work still hadn’t been completed.  Rain 

storms in late May flooded out some fields around southern Minnesota, and on May 26
th

, KEYC 

News 12 addressed the problem of flooded fields and the prospect of re-planting for farmers, 

and again what it meant for farmers on May 31
st

. 

KEYC News 12 Midday features different aspects related to the agricultural industry every 

Friday with Ag expert Lynn Ketelsen and the Ketelsen Reports.  Grain and livestock prices are 

displayed during KEYC News 12 Midday, KEYC News 12 at 5, and KEYC News 12 at 6. 

 

 TRANSPORTATION: 

Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa rely on a robust transportation network of highways in 

order to conduct commerce and move goods.  Construction and maintenance is a very 

important, albeit inconvenient, aspect of the area’s transportation network.  A key corridor 

through the area is US Highway 169.  Construction is slated for the duration of the 2016 

construction season, has a huge impact on commerce and how people get around in the area.  

On April 5
th

, KEYC News 12 informed viewers what the exact plans were for the Highway 169 

project, and on the days leading up its April 18
th

 closure, KEYC News 12 reminded viewers how 

the detour would go and what the impact would be to motorists.  Keeping in mind that 

sometimes events don’t always go as planned, KEYC News 12 followed up the day after the 

closure to let viewers know how the traffic was flowing.  While highway roadsides can be ideal 

locations for businesses, it becomes a nightmare for businesses along a closed route.  KEYC 

News 12 spoke with business owners on April 25th about the detour and road closure’s 

profound negative impact on their businesses, and what the Minnesota Department of 

Transportation is doing to help mitigate some of the loss in business. 

KEYC News 12 kept viewers informed as to how the project was progressing, with updates May 

3
rd

, June 2
nd

, and June 23
rd

. 



Minnesota Department of Transportation engineers told KEYC News 12 viewers what to expect 

ahead of the busy Memorial Day weekend, and how traffic would be impacted along the 

detoured routes on May 27
th

. 

The other major corridor running through the area is U.S. Highway 14.  Long known as a road 

with a high number of fatal crashes, it is going through a slow transformation to a 4-lane 

highway.  The current expansion project is between North Mankato and Nicollet.  The 2016 

work began on April 6
th

, and KEYC News 12 informed viewers of the detour routes and how 

long it was expected to remain.  On May 13
th

, KEYC News 12 learned that rain was delaying the 

project. 

Another safety enhancement to Highway 14 was a turn lane and acceleration lane near Eagle 

Lake.  KEYC News 12 learned the details of the project and its requisite lane restrictions on May 

10
th

. 

 

  


