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Meredith Corporation 
WHNS Fox Carolina 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 
10/01/15 – 12/31/15 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Consumer Health & Safety 
An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live healthy and safe 
lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 
for personal safety. 

 
 

Education 
A concern about the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

Interest in improving student's quality of education. 
 
 

Environment 
A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 
 

Government 
An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 
 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 
An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on our communities 

 
 

Quality of Life 
An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten 
O’clock Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our 
ascertained issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as 
otherwise reported).   
 
The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed 
under the appropriate issue. 
 
WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as 
needed to inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THRID QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 
(airs weekly) 
 
Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain and improve your 
home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps everyone from the experienced do-it-
yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 

 
Oct. 9, 2015 

The Pork Rind Factory, based in Spartanburg, has recalled approximately 18,406 pounds of pork rind products due 
to “misbranding and undeclared allergens,” according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and 
Inspection Service.  The company said the products may contain milk and soy, which are known allergens and are 
not listed on the product packaging.  The recalled Pork Rind Factory products include Food Lion, Suncrest Farms, 
and Larry’s brands of pork rinds. These products were shipped to stores in the Carolinas, Virginia and 
Pennsylvania.  The fried pork rinds were produced from March 17, 2015 through September 3, 2015. Below is a 
list of recalled items.  2.25 ounce clear plastic bag packages containing multiple pieces of fried pork rinds with the 
label “Suncrest Farms Salt and Pepper Pork Skins” and a use-by date of 09/16/15, 01/12/16, 02/15/16.  2.25 
ounce clear plastic bag packages containing multiple pieces of fried pork rinds with the label “Suncrest Farms Hot 
Pork Skins” and a use-by date of 12/27/15, 12/21/15.  4.00 ounce clear plastic bag packages containing multiple 
pieces of fried pork rinds with the label “Food Lion Salt & Pepper Flavored Pork Rinds” and a use-by date of 
9/12/15, 9/26/15, 10/10/15, 10/24/15, 11/26/15, 12/15/15, 12/17/15, 01/01/16.  3.00 ounce clear plastic bag 
packages containing multiple pieces of fried pork rinds with the label “Larry’s Old-Fashioned Seasoned Pork 
Cracklin Strips” and a use-by date of 10/24/15, 11/20/15.  3.00 ounce clear plastic bag packages containing 
multiple pieces of fried pork rinds with the label “Larry’s Old-Fashioned Seasoned Pork Fatback Curls” and a use-
by date of 11/20/2015.  There have been no illnesses or adverse reactions due to the consumption of the 
products, the USDA said. The labeling issue was during routine federal testing.  The USDA urges consumers who 
may suffer from milk or soy allergies not to consume the pork rinds, to throw them away, or return them to the 
place of purchase. 

 

 
Oct. 15, 2015 

The Federal Reserve is keeping U.S. interest rates at record lows in the face of threats from a weak global 
economy, persistently low inflation and unstable financial markets.  Wrapping up a closely watched meeting, Fed 
officials say that while the U.S. job market is solid, recent global developments may "restrain economic activity" 
and further drag down already low inflation.  Signs of a sharp slowdown in China have intensified fear among 
investors about the U.S. and global economy. And low oil prices and a high-priced dollar have kept inflation 
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undesirably muted.  Before year's end, many analysts still expect the Fed to raise its key short-term rate, which 
it's kept near zero since 2008. A higher Fed rate would eventually send rates up on many consumer and business 
loans. 

 

 
 
Oct. 22, 2015 

On Thursday, North Carolina joined multiple states investigating Volkswagen after an emissions scandal.  
Attorney General Roy Cooper said officials from at least 28 states across the U.S. will be working together to 
investigate allegations that Volkswagen equipped millions of diesel vehicles with software capable of cheating 
emissions tests.  “Misleading car owners and cheating clean air rules are serious allegations, and my office is 
investigating to ensure fair treatment for affected North Carolina consumers,” Cooper said  The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency has issued a notice of violation of the Clean Air Act on multiple Volkswagen and 
Audi model vehicles. For a full list of affected models, visit the EPA's website.  Consumers in North Carolina who 
own one of the affected diesel vehicles can file a complaint with the Consumer Protection Division online or call 
1-877-5-NO-SCAM. 

 

 
 
 
Oct. 23, 2015 

The South Carolina Department of Public Safety refers to school bus pick-up and drop-off as “danger zones” and 
have several tips for parents, students, and drivers who use or encounter a school bus stop on South Carolina 
roads.  It is also illegal in all 50 states to pass a school bus that has stopped to allow students to board or exit the 
bus, safety officials said.  School buses use flashing lights, mechanical signals and retractable stop signs to alert 
drivers at bus stops.  The SCDPS has issued the following safety rules for motorists.  Yellow flashing lights indicate 
the bus is preparing to stop to load or unload children. Motorists should slow down and prepare to stop their 
vehicles.  Red flashing lights and extended stop arm indicate that the bus has stopped and that children are 
getting on or off.  Motorist on any highway that has only two-travel lanes, one in each direction, must stop for 
the bus whether approaching from the front or overtaking from the rear and remain stopped until the lights are 
no longer activated or the bus resumes motion.  Motorist traveling on multi-lane roadways, which have at least 
two lanes of travel in each direction, must stop for the bus if overtaking the bus from the rear and remain 
stopped until the lights are no longer activated or the bus resumes motion, however motorist approaching a bus 
from the front, on this type multi-lane roadway need not stop but proceed with caution.  Safety officials also 
encourage parents to instruct children on how to get on and off the bus safely.  Areas around parked school 
buses are considered danger zones. Safety officials said the zone includes areas within teen feet from the front, 
sides and back of the bus. All of these areas are where children are at the greatest risk of not being seen by bus 
drivers and other vehicles.  Officials urge parents and students to know these safety practices listed below.  Get 
to the bus stop at least five minutes before the bus is scheduled to arrive. Running to catch the bus is dangerous 
and can lead to injuries.  When the bus approaches, stand at least five giant steps (10 feet) away from the curb, 
and line up away from the street.  Wait until the bus stops, the door opens, and the driver says that it’s okay 
before stepping onto the bus.  If you have to cross the street in front of the bus, walk on the sidewalk or along 
the road to a point at least five giant steps ahead of the bus before you cross. Be sure that the bus driver can see 
you and you can see the bus driver when crossing the street. Stop at the edge of the bus and look left-right-left 
before crossing.  Use the handrails to avoid falls. When getting off the bus, be careful that clothing with 
drawstrings and book bags and backpacks with straps don’t get caught in the handrails or door.  Never walk 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/30094656/future-of-volkswagen-ceo-uncertain-amid-emissions-scandal
http://www3.epa.gov/otaq/cert/violations.htm
http://www.ncdoj.gov/getdoc/fdbee1c7-c2a9-4f67-91b2-bb50beea1c0a/2-2-12-File-a-Complaint.aspx
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behind the bus.  Walk at least five giant steps away from the side of the bus.  If you drop something near the bus, 
tell the bus driver. Never try to pick it up, because the driver might not be able to see you.  School bus safety also 
includes behavior on the school bus. Officials have released the following safety rules for students in transit.  
Always sit fully in the seat and face forward  Never distract the driver  Never stand on a moving bus  Obey the 
driver  Speak in a low voice, no screaming or shouting  Never stick anything out the window (arms, legs, head, 
book bags, etc.) 

 
Oct. 28, 2015 

Have you heard of EMV (Europay, MasterCard and Visa) chip card conversion?  You most likely have not heard of 
it and you're not alone. A recent Gallup survey revealed fewer than half business owners who accept credit cards 
via a point of sale machine are not aware of the liability and the upcoming shift of responsibility.  Why is EMV so 
important and what does it really mean to me? Current annual cost in the U.S. alone for credit card fraud is 
estimated to be at 8.6 billion dollars. This technology has reduced credit card fraud in some countries by 84% 
according to Visa and EMVCo studies. EMV chip card technology helps protect consumers and merchants against 
counterfeit fraud by encoding the information in an encrypted microchip that changes with every transaction. 
This technology is much more affective than the traditional magnetic swipe cards.  Currently credit card 
companies are liable for credit and debit card fraud on card- present transactions. On October 1, the liability for 
fraud will shift to the merchant and if you the merchant or business owner do not support EMV you will assume 
the liability for counterfeit card transactions.  So as a consumer you need to be on the look out for your new 
credit cards and debit cards with the EMV technology embed into the card. If you have not received your card 
yet, get in touch with your bank or credit card company.  As a business owner or merchant, if you don’t have EMV 
enabled payment equipment, please talk with your payment provider about options. You may only need to add a 
pin pad, add other equipment or update your POS software.  If you would like additional information in regards to 
EMV technology, cost, current EMV transactions worldwide and any other aspects to the EMV switch; I have 
provided some additional links below. 

 

 
Nov. 5, 2015 

The South Greenville Fire District held its annual Safety Day to bring the community together as part of Fire 
Prevention Month.  October has been designated as National Fire Prevention Month and many local fire 
departments are working to connect with their communities and spread fire safety tips.  On Thursday, South 
Greenville Fire District said they expected at least 2,000 people to attend their second-annual Safety Day. The 
event is held from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 8305 Augusta Road in Pelzer.  The fire district is offering activities for 
children, a medical helicopter was available for tours, vendors from all over Greenville County and the 
opportunity for community members to interact with first responders.  "We like to bring the community together 
and to be more proactive within the community," said master firefighter Jeremy Lathem. "We try to go an extra 
step to bring fire prevention to the front of people's mind, and to open our doors to show that we're always 
available in our community"  FOX Carolina's Nicole Papay was at the event to help out. 

 
Nov. 13, 2015 

Following the recent historic rain and flooding event, the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control 
(DHEC) announced Friday that it is ordering actions several dams across the state.  "As a result of the 1,000-year 
flood, many dams across our state were damaged and have been identified as needing repair," DHEC Director 
Catherine Heigel said in a statment. "DHEC remains committed to ensuring public safety and will be aggressive in 
pursuing all necessary safety measures to make sure that dam owners are making these needed repairs as quickly 
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as possible."  DHEC provides input and assistance to dam owners and operators and advises on regulatory 
compliance. Dam owners are responsible for maintaining the structural integrity of their dams.  The emergency 
orders are part of DHEC's ongoing assessment of all Class One and Two dams across the state after 
flooding caused 36 dams to fail and damaged others. DHEC said there's no immediate threat to public safety at 
this time.   As of Friday, 390 dams have been assessed. Based on these initial assessments, the agency has issued 
emergency orders to 63 dams.  Under the S.C. Dams and Reservoirs Safety Regulations, an emergency order may 
direct the dam owner to lower the water level by releasing water from the reservoir; empty the reservoir or "take 
whatever immediate measures necessary to reduce the risk of dam failure."  "The owner's decision to repair or 
replace a dam will be subject to DHEC review and approval. DHEC will prioritize review of dam permit 
applications associated with this natural disaster. The permitting for these repairs could take days to weeks 
depending upon the complexity of the repairs that need to be made," according to the statement.  

 

Nov. 23, 2015 

Thanksgiving is just days away, so is one of the biggest shopping days of the year.   But with stores opening earlier 
every year and retailers now offering many deals online, where and when can you find the best savings?   
Analysts with WalletHub, who help empower consumers to make smart financial decisions, have been examining 
more than 8,000 deals to find the best overall savings.  In an interview with FOX Carolina’s Ashley Daley, 
WalletHub analyst Jill Gonzalez said she understands why many shoppers feel confused.  “Black Friday is really 
not what it once was and it has kind of become this overwhelming, tedious task, and a lot of times more of a 
marketing scheme for retailers,” Gonzalez said.   So when is the best day to shop?  Gonzalez said it's Thursday.  
“Thanksgiving is becoming more of a lucrative time to shop, especially for those big ticket items like TVs and 
other consumer electronics to draw people in,” she said.  But Gonzalez said Black Friday will still be rife with 
deals.  “We still found that on Black Friday roughly two-thirds of items are still going to have a significant discount 
that’s over 10 percent. A lot of them are going to be in-store only, limited quantity, big ticket items drops. And 
again you may have to wait in line for, but there is still a reason to go on Black Friday,” Gonzalez said.  Gonzalez 
says the best Black Friday savings can be found at JCPenney where shoppers can find up to a 68 percent discount 
and Kohl's, where the average discount is around 67 percent.  As for which items you’ll see discounted the most, 
Gonzales said WalletHub analysts found that jewelry will be offered at up to 73 percent off retail prices, apparel 
at about 50 percent off, and you'll also find books, music, movies and in-seasonal items at about 56 percent off.  
“So those are things to be looking for on or near Black Friday,” Gonzalez said.  As for online deals, many retailers 
like Walmart and Best Buy say a majority of their in-store deals will be available online, but not all of them. 
Gonzalez said the best savings will still be found in-store.  “Although many of the deals will be available online, 
the best of the best, of course in limited quantities is going to be in the stores themselves,” Gonzalez said.  
Gonzalez said the average discount on Amazon may be about 25 percent, but on sites like Groupon you’re looking 
more around 65 percent.  “The big box stores however are still trying to push consumers to get in the store 
offering really big discounts before Black Friday, again on Thanksgiving Day itself, really not even hiding in the fine 
print that they’re going to be limited opportunities,” Gonzalez said.   
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Nov. 29, 2015 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a recall on ground beef products Sunday. The USDA's Food Safety 
and Inspection Service (FSIS) said on Oct. 30, they received a positive test result for E. coli O157:H7 at an All 
American Meats, Inc. establishment. Due to the test, a recall has been announced on 167,427 pounds of ground 
beef produced on Oct. 16. Officials are worried consumers may have the meat in their freezers.  The beef was 
sold in 60 or 80 pound boxes and shipped to retail locations nationwide.  The following products are subject to 
recall:  80-lb. (approximate weight) boxes of “Ground Beef 80% Lean 20% Fat (Fine Grind)” with Sell By Date 11-
03-2015 and case code 62100.  80-lb. (approximate weight) boxes of “Ground Beef 73% Lean 27% Fat (Fine 
Grind)” with Sell By Date 11-03-2015 and case code 60100.  60-lb. (approximate weight) boxes of “Ground Beef 
Round 85% Lean 15% Fat (Fine Grind)” with Sell By Date 11-03-2015 and case code 68560.  60-lb. (approximate 
weight) boxes of “Ground Beef Chuck 81% Lean 19% Fat (Fine Grind)” with Sell By Date 11-03-2015 and case code 
68160.  60-lb. (approximate weight) boxes of “Ground Beef Chuck 81% Lean 19% Fat (Fine Grind)” with Sell By 
Date 11-03-2015 and case code 63130.  80-lb. (approximate weight) boxes of “Ground Beef Chuck 81% Lean 19% 
Fat (Fine Grind)” with Sell By Date 11-03-2015 and case code 63100.  The products bear establishment number 
“EST. 20420” inside the USDA mark of inspection. 

 

Dec. 11, 2015 

Bravo Pet Foods, a Connecticut-based company, has issued a recall on several chicken and turkey pet foods due 
to the possible risk of salmonella contamination.  The FDA said the recall was initiated after a routine test of 
Bravo Chicken Blend diet for dogs and cats revealed the presence of salmonella.  The following product is being 
recalled due to the possible presence of salmonella:  According to the FDA, 201 cases of the product were sold to 
distributors, retail stores and directly to consumers in the United States between Nov. 21, 2014 and Jan. 15, 
2015.  A recall has also been issued for three additional products that did not test positive for salmonella but 
were manufactured on the same day. To receive a refund for the products, customers should return to the store 
where they purchased and submit the Bravo Recall Claim Form. 

 

Dec. 21, 2015 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said Monday it is investigating a more recent batch of E. coli 
cases linked to Chipotle, and that it does not know yet if they are linked to a larger outbreak that began in 
October.  So far, the agency said five people have been reported sick in the new outbreak, with illnesses starting 
between Nov. 18 and Nov. 26. They include one person in Kansas, one in North Dakota and three in Oklahoma. 
All five said they ate at a Chipotle the week before they got sick. The North Dakotan had traveled to Kansas and 
ate at the same Chipotle location as the Kansas resident who fell ill.  The development is the latest bad news for 
Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc., which saw its sales plummet after the emergence of the larger E. coli outbreak that 
has sickened 53 people in nine states. The most recent illness linked to Chipotle among those cases started Nov. 
10.  Each year, about 48 million people get sick from foodborne illnesses, according to the CDC.  Following the 
outbreak, Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc. assured customers that it would tighten its food safety standards. 
Spokesman Chris Arnold said in an email Monday that the chain is in the process of implementing its new 
programs, which include increased testing of ingredients and training for workers. He noted that even the most 
recent exposures reported by the CDC are now a month old.  "We have indicated before that we expected that 
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we may see additional cases stemming from this, and CDC is now reporting some additional cases," Arnold wrote.  
Chipotle co-CEO Steve Ells has told The Associated Press he doesn't think the company will ever know for sure the 
exact ingredient that sickened customers in the larger outbreak, but that he believes it was bacteria in fresh food 
like tomatoes or cilantro.  In its annual report, Chipotle has said it may be at a higher risk for outbreaks of 
foodborne illnesses because of its "fresh produce and meats rather than frozen, and our reliance on employees 
cooking with traditional methods rather than automation." Those points of differentiation have long been 
marketing strengths for Chipotle, which has sought to distinguish itself as being of higher quality than traditional 
fast-food chains.  To begin its image rehabilitation, Chipotle last week took out full-page ads in 61 newspapers 
around the country apologizing for the illnesses. But it's not clear how long it will take for the chain to regain its 
footing, and the company rescinded its sales outlook for 2016.  Bill Marler, a food poisoning attorney who is 
representing customers who were sickened after eating at Chipotle, noted the chain had also been linked to 
other outbreaks of foodborne illnesses in California and Minnesota this summer.  And this month, Chipotle closed 
a restaurant in Boston after dozens of students at Boston College reported gastrointestinal symptoms. Those 
cases were linked to norovirus, and Chipotle has said they were unrelated to the E. coli outbreak.  Still, Marler 
noted the Chipotle cases pale in comparison to an E. coli outbreak in 1993 tied to Jack in the Box that sickened 
hundreds and led to four deaths. Shares of Chipotle dropped 3.5 percent, or $19.07, to close at $522.01. Earlier in 
trading, the stock hit a 52-week low of $508.10. 

 
Dec. 29, 2015 

The hoverboard may have been one of this year's hottest holiday gifts, but it's also landed many kids, and their 
parents, in the emergency room.  The Consumer Product Safety Commission announced Monday evening it was 
investigating 22 reported hoverboard fires across 17 states.  According to the website saferproducts.gov, around 
70 emergency room visits were recorded on Monday due to the popular transportation devices.  Many people 
have reported fires, which reportedly start because of heating problems with the lithium battery inside the 
board.  Others said they have suffered major injuries such as concussions.  FOX Carolina spoke to a doctor and a 
safety educator about the consequences of hopping on this popular ride.  "Hoverboards were a huge gift this 
season, there have been the reports of fires across the country, batteries catching fire, and some injuries from 
that,” said Dr. Ryan Hoffman Medical director for Emergency Services.  Safety educator Amanda Leeson urges 
users to use safety gear, such as a helmet.  "Specifically with hoverboards we're concerned about falls,” Leeson 
said. “We're talking about injuries to the head, concussions, contusions, traumatic brain so really wearing a 
properly fitted helmet, it prevents head injuries 88 percent of the time."  Experts also suggest calibrating your 
board before using it. This allows the machine’s sensors to adjust to your weight and positioning on the board. 
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PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 

 
 

Problem/Need:  JOBS, ECONOMY, GROWTH 
 
 
 

Oct. 8, 2015 

Aran Packaging will invest $5.2 million to establish its U.S. headquarters in Greer, which will create 63 new jobs, 
the Greenville Area Development Corporation announced Thursday.  Aran Packaging, founded in Israel in 1983, 
produces “advanced packaging solutions using aseptic and bag-in-box technologies for both food and non-food 
industries,” a news release stated. The company provides goods to customers in more than 40 countries.  Aran 
will renovate an existing office building located at 1704 Poplar Drive in Greer. 

 
Oct. 12, 2015 

The latest on the Federal Reserve's landmark two-day policy meeting that ended Wednesday. The central bank 
raised interest rates for the first time in nearly a decade. All times local.  Stocks rose and bond yields fell after the 
Fed made its announcement and Yellen stressed that any future rate increases would be gradual. The Dow was 
up 250 points in late trading. The yield on the 10-year Treasury note rose to 2.30 percent. Bond yields tend to rise 
when investors expect interest rates and inflation to increase.  Not everyone is thrilled with the Fed move.  
Democratic presidential candidate and Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders says the Fed rate hike will hurt American 
workers. Sanders - one of former Fed Chair Ben Bernanke's least favorite politicians - is tapping into sentiment 
that the country has yet to fully escape the clutches of a recession that officially ended six years ago.  "When 
millions of Americans are working longer hours for lower wages, the Federal Reserve's decision to raise interest 
rates is bad news for working families," Sanders said in a statement. "The Fed should act with the same sense of 
urgency to rebuild the disappearing middle class as it did to bail out Wall Street banks seven years ago."  Two 
other major consumer banks wasted no time in raising interest rates on their consumer products, following the 
Fed's decision to raise interest rates.  JPMorgan Chase and U.S. Bancorp said Wednesday that their prime rate 
would rise 0.25 percentage points to 3.5 percent, effective tomorrow. A bank's prime rate is the interest rate 
banks use to price several of its consumer products, including auto loans and credit cards. If a bank raises its 
prime rate, it means your credit card rate is also rising.  Fed Chair Janet Yellen indicated that Wednesday's rate 
hike was partially defensive. If rates stayed at near zero, the Fed might not have the tools to combat a recession.  
"We've worried about the fact that with interest rates at zero, we have less scope to respond to negative 
shocks," she said at a news conference.  When growth struggles, the Fed often cuts rates to help increase the 
amount of cash flowing through the economy. But by staying close to zero, the Fed would be unable to cut rates 
or it would be forced to have negative rates for the first time in its history.  Fed Chair Janet Yellen stressed that 
Wednesday's rate hike was pre-emptive. Inflation still remains well below the central bank's 2 percent target, 
largely because of transitory factors such as falling oil prices.  Yet the Fed made the move despite low inflation 
because its policies operate on a lag. This means that Yellen wanted to head off the risk of sharply higher inflation 
a year from now, rather than today.  "It takes time for monetary policy actions to affect future economic 
outcomes," she said at a news conference.  Shortly after the Fed's rate announcement, major banks began 
announcing that they were raising their prime lending rate from 3.25 percent to 3.50 percent. The prime rate is a 
benchmark for many types of consumer loans such as home equity loans. Wells Fargo was the first bank to 
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announce the rate hike.  Fed officials feel a tad more optimistic about the U.S. economy in 2016, a vote of 
confidence that the rate hike won't disrupt growth.  They increased their median projection for economic growth 
next year to 2.4 percent, up from 2.3 percent in their prior September projections. Fed officials also anticipate 
slightly less inflation and slightly lower unemployment in 2016 compared to their prior estimates. But be 
forewarned: Fed forecasts about economic growth have been notoriously inaccurate during the more than six-
year recovery from the Great Recession.  The Fed just lifted rates, ending seven years of an extraordinary 
measure to combat the damage from the 2008 financial crisis.  Fed officials voted unanimously to raise the key 
federal funds rate - the interest banks charge each other overnight - to a range of 0.25 percent to 0.5 percent, up 
from near-zero for the first time since December 2008. Fed officials made the move in response to seemingly 
robust 5 percent unemployment. But in addition to maximizing employment, the Fed is responsible for 
maintaining stable prices. Inflation remains below the Fed's 2 percent target. The statement by the central bank 
acknowledged the drag from declines in energy prices and decline in inflation expectations, even though it still 
expects to reach its target "over the medium term."  The result is that any future rate hikes will be "gradual" and 
depend on further progress toward the inflation goal.  The Fed decision will be released at 2 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time. Markets are bracing for news about whether the U.S. central bank will raise rates for the first time 
in nearly a decade - and the path of possible rate hikes in the year ahead.  The S&P 500 stock index is up 0.3 
percent to 2050, down slightly from its early morning gains. West Texas Intermediate crude oil has slipped 
roughly 4 percent to around $36 a barrel. This is a crucial sign that the rising inflation Fed officials expect to see 
might remain elusive, as cheaper oil undercuts the economy's ability to achieve the Fed's 2 percent target.  U.S. 
stocks have opened sharply higher Wednesday with investors seemingly relieved that the Fed will finally raise 
interest rates after months of speculation.  The Dow Jones index was up 0.7 percent at 17,643 while the broader 
S&P 500 index rose 0.6 percent to 2,055.  The increases came despite the news that U.S. industrial output fell for 
the third straight month in November, another sign that American manufacturers are under stress. The 0.6 
percent monthly decline was markedly more than the 0.1 percent drop anticipated in the markets.  "Anything but 
a hike tonight would be a very big surprise to the market," said Karl Steiner, an analyst at Nordic bank SEB.  
European stock markets pushed ahead as futures markets predicted a solid open on Wall Street ahead of the 
expected rate hike from the Fed.  Despite a faltering start to Wednesday's session, the Stoxx 50 index of leading 
European shares was up 0.7 percent. European shares are tracking the anticipated open on Wall Street. Futures 
markets are pointing to a 0.5 percent advance of the Dow at the bell.  Though some in the markets question the 
ability of the U.S. economy to withstand higher U.S. interest rates, there is relief that the uncertainty over the 
Fed's intentions is coming to an end.  "Whether this optimism turns into a full blown Santa rally or not will 
depend on the Fed's ability to manage expectations and reassure investors than the tightening cycle will be very 
gradual," said Craig Erlam, senior market analyst at OANDA in London.  Most Asian stock markets are finishing 
with big gains as anticipation builds for the Fed's decision on whether to raise rates after seven years at ultralow 
levels.  Stock markets have benefited from low interest rates but a Fed rate hike can also be interpreted as a vote 
of confidence in the world's biggest economy. And it could weaken Asian currencies against the dollar, potentially 
boosting the trade-reliant region's exports.  Japan's Nikkei 225 closed 2.6 percent higher. South Korea's Kospi 
finished with a gain of 1.8 percent.  Hong Kong's Hang Seng rebounded from a nine-day losing streak to advance 2 
percent but gains were less robust on the Shanghai Composite Index in mainland China, which closed 0.2 percent 
higher. Australia's S&P/ASX 200 added 2.4 percent.  Investors in Asia won't learn of the Fed's decision until they 
wake up Thursday morning.  European benchmarks were muted in early trading. France's CAC 40 dipped 0.1 
percent while Britain's FTSE 100 added 0.3 percent. Germany's DAX was little changed.  After this week's policy 
meeting, the Fed is likely to keep a close watch on hiring in the U.S. construction and manufacturing industries.  
Tara Sinclair, a professor at George Washington University and chief economist at the jobs site Indeed, says hiring 
in both industries would likely be influenced by how quickly the Fed raises rates over the next year.  Higher 
borrowing costs could limit construction, and higher rates could also cause the dollar to rise, making U.S. 
manufacturing exports more expensive abroad.  Sinclair says, "the whole objective is to move slowly enough so 
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that there is still strong employment growth."  As of now, job postings on Indeed suggest both industries are 
looking to hire.  Actual hiring data tracked by the government tells a slightly different story: construction firms 
are adding workers, but factories are barely hiring.  Some experts say higher American interest rates could 
increase capital outflows from China, put downward pressure on the yuan and complicate Beijing's efforts to 
avoid a sharp economic slowdown.  Private sector analysts estimate November's capital outflow at $100 billion to 
$115 billion, up sharply from October's $37 billion.  Logan Wright, director of China market research for Rhodium 
Group, says Beijing's need to control capital outflows would hamper the ability of policymakers to stimulate 
China's slowing economy by cutting interest rates. Lower rates would reduce the appeal of assets valued in yuan, 
encouraging still more money to flow out of the economy.  Wright says "the potential for normalization of U.S. 
monetary policy should definitely be seen as a headwind for Chinese attempts to ease monetary conditions." 
Asian stock markets are rising strongly ahead of the Fed's widely expected decision to raise rates for the first time 
in nearly a decade.  The rise is part of a global rebound that also saw U.S. benchmarks post their biggest gains in a 
week.  Low interest rates have been a boon for stock market investors for several years but Fed officials have 
telegraphed the likely decision far in advance. That has removed some of the uncertainty that investors dislike.  
Japan's Nikkei 225 jumped 2.1 percent and South Korea's Kospi climbed 1.9 percent.  Hong Kong's Hang Seng 
advanced 2.3 percent and the Shanghai Composite Index in mainland China rose 0.7 percent.  The Fed is poised to 
raise short-term interest rates for the first time in nearly a decade. A rate hike will be a sign that top Fed officials 
think the U.S. economy is now strong enough to be weaned from the extraordinary level of support provided by 
the central bank.  Fed officials wrap up their December meeting on Wednesday. Markets expect them to hike the 
Federal Funds Rate, which is what banks charge to lend to each other overnight, by 0.25 percentage point to a 
range of 0.25 to 0.5 percent.  When the Fed slashed rates to near zero in December 2008, few anticipated that 
they would stay there for seven years. Past surveys show that many economists expected the first hike to be in 
2010.  But the recovery from the worst economic downturn since the 1930s has been a long haul. 

 

 
Oct. 20, 2015 

It's not uncommon to find Taylor Leaphart working at the AIM (formerly Anderson Interfaith Ministries) Cottage. 
Even though it's not her home, she said it feels like it. "This has made life a lot easier," she said. Leaphart is part 
of WACS, which stands for the Women and Children Succeeding program with AIM. "It helps out with childcare, 
they provide daycare for my daughter," she said. She said she gets the support while she attends Anderson 
University. She said without the program she probably would have had to quit school, which meant losing her 
scholarships. "The emotional support is very helpful because I have no family up here," she said. And now young 
women who are financially struggling or have little support, can also prepare for new jobs. "Some of my 
challenges were having to try to get back into school, not really have a job or anything and just trying to figure 
everything out," Heather McCall said. She's also an AIM participant and said the program changed her life. She 
said she really needed the emotional support while in school. "Anybody can tell you - you know, I understand and 
I'm there for you, but to actually have people who are really there- really helps," she said.  Kristi King-Brock is 
executive director of AIM.  "Every $100 we invest in the family, they're required to give an hour of community 
service," King-Brock said. The women's clothing store Cato recently donated clothes to the organization's career 
closet, but there wasn't any space for it at the AIM cottage. "We want to teach them that life's not just about 
taking from your community, but about giving back." Employees at Electritex heard about the problem and 
volunteered their time to create the closet at the company.  "So we're really excited about the girls not only 
going to be bale to get clothes, but to get brand new clothes," King-Brock said. Administrators with AIM say the 
clothes and accessories can be worn for job interviews to help young women. 
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Nov. 9, 2015 

The first Veterans Benefits and Career Fair in Cherokee County is scheduled 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday. Upstate 
veterans and military spouses can learn about employment opportunities, resume writing, interview skills, health 
care, counseling services, benefits and more at the event. It will be held at Broad River Electric Cooperative 
Auditorium at 811 Hamrick St. in Gaffney.  For more information, contact Michelle Sexton with the Timken 
Company at 864-487-2616 or Todd Humphries with the Cherokee County Veterans Affairs at 864-487-2579.  

 

 
Nov. 11, 2015 

In the first of two scheduled gubernatorial debates, South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley touted the tens of thousands 
of jobs her administration announced, while her challengers blasted her numbers as not real.  Democratic Sen. 
Vincent Sheheen said roughly half of the announced jobs have shown up and many of the planned openings have 
fallen through. Independent Tom Ervin asked Haley to post the economic incentive packages given to lure 
companies to the state, saying she's "given away the farm."  Haley says she has the right approach to increasing 
residents' prosperity.  Sheheen says the state needs to expand Medicaid eligibility under the federal health care 
law. Ervin says the state needs to increase the minimum wage.  Also on stage Tuesday were Libertarian Steve 
French and United Citizens candidate Morgan Bruce Reeves. 

 
 
Nov. 20, 2015 

Mayor Earl Meyers said a nursing home that will be built in Honea Path in 2016 will bring more than 150 new jobs 
plus construction jobs to the area.  “I am pleased to announce that the Chiquola Masion nursing home that will 
be located on the old Chiquola Mill Site,” Meyers said.  The nursing home will be a 150-bed skilled nursing facility. 

 
 
Nov. 26, 2015 

China will allow two children for every couple, the state-run Xinhua news agency reported Thursday, a move that 
would effectively dismantle the remnants of the country's one-child policy that had been eased in recent years.  
"To promote a balanced growth of population, China will continue to uphold the basic national policy of 
population control and improve its strategy on population development," Xinhua reported, citing a communique 
issued by the ruling Communist Party. "China will fully implement the policy of 'one couple, two children' in a 
proactive response to the issue of an aging population."  China, now a nation of more than 1.3 billion people, 
instituted a policy of one child per couple to control population growth in the 1970s.  When its propaganda didn't 
work, local officials resorted to abortions, heavy fines and forced sterilization.  The decision to end the restriction 
followed a four-day strategy meeting of senior Communist Party officials at a Beijing hotel, CNN's David McKenzie 
said.  He has said the move was foreshadowed by a change in the propaganda: While old advertisements 
depicted parents doting on one child, he said, a recent commercial showed a boy begrudgingly sharing a toy with 
his younger sister.  Relaxation of policy  China began relaxing the controversial policy in January 2014, allowing 
couples to have a second baby if the mother or father was an only child.  The move was hailed as a major 
liberalization of the three-decades-old restriction, but new figures released in January 2015 suggested that fewer 
people than expected were taking the plunge and expanding their family.  Nationwide, nearly 1 million couples 
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eligible under the new rules had applied to have a second child, state media reported at the time. Health officials 
had said that the policy would lead to as many as 2 million new births when the policy change was first 
announced, and it was estimated that 11 million couples were eligible.  Aging population  China's government has 
said the country could become home to the most elderly population on the planet in just 15 years, with more 
than 400 million people over the age of 60.  Researchers say the graying population will burden health care and 
social services, and the world's second-largest economy will struggle to maintain its growth.  "China has already 
begun to feel an unfolding crisis in terms of its population change," Wang Feng, a professor at Fudan University 
and a leading demographic expert on China, told McKenzie earlier this year.  "History will look back to see the 
one-child policy as one of the most glaring policy mistakes that China has made in its modern history."  Wang said 
the one-child policy was ineffective and unnecessary, since China's fertility rates were already slowing by the 
1980s. 

 

 
Dec. 1, 2015 

Spinx is looking to hire customer service representatives at recruitment events on Tuesday and Wednesday at the 
SC Works Greenville office at McAlister Square. The fuel station chain's hiring events will be held from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. both days at the SC Works office on South Pleasantburg Drive. Applicants are asked to show up with 
resumes and proper attire. Applicants can also apply at www.myspinx.com 

 
Dec. 3, 2015 

The auto financing business unit of TD Bank announced plans to consolidate its contact centers, bringing 
hundreds of new jobs to the Upstate.  In a press release, TD Auto Finance U.S. said in April 2016, it is closing its 
contact center in Dallas, Texas. With the closure, the company will be moving positions to other centers and 
making new hires.  This means 250 new positions will open in Greenville, the company said. Additional jobs will 
also open in Michigan and Florida.  TD Auto Finance said they do not expect any disruption of service due to the 
consolidation.  To apply for jobs when they become available, visit the TD website. 

 
Dec. 4, 2015 

People with criminal records can attend a job fair Friday in Greenville sponsored by the SC Department of 
Probation, Parole and Pardon Services and Sen. Karl Allen, and learn how to request that their criminal records be 
pardoned or expunged in order to get better employment opportunities.  The expungement workshop starts at 
10 a.m. at the West End Community Center on Vardry Street. The job fair will follow at 11 a.m.  More than 45 
employers are expected to participate.  "We are telling everyone to go to the Job Fair prepared to be 
interviewed,'" said Thomas Scott, director of reentry programs. "The job market is improving and also improving 
the chances that someone with a criminal record can find a job. Someone on probation or parole who has a job is 
supporting themselves and their families, paying taxes and better able to stay out of trouble." Scott added. 

 
Dec. 22, 2015 

A local roofing company is helping a Belton woman who said the roofer she hired to fix her home on River Street 
never finished the job. 71-year-old Beatrice Kelly said several people came and made bids after her insurance 
company gave her money to replace her roof. On Nov. 11, she told Belton police she hired a man who used the 
name of someone she knew as a referral and said he could do the job for the amount of the insurance check. 
Kelly said the man was “a smooth talker” who made many promises but didn’t deliver. The man bought materials 
and left the roof with bare boards and roofing paper. He never returned and subsequent rain storms pulled the 

http://www.td.com/careers/why-td/index.jsp
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paper off, according to police reports. The victim told police her ceiling began showing signs of leakage and mold. 
Coe’s Roofing heard about and decided to complete the job free of charge. Coe’s employees came out Tuesday to 
repair Kelly’s roof.  Kelly said she was extremely grateful. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 

Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 
 
Description: 
Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

 

 

 

Oct. 6, 2015 

Crews are working around the clock to calm floodwaters in Columbia, pulling out all the stops to regulate water 
levels from the weekend rain.  Columbia residents have had to boil water after dam breaks.  Tuesday crews were 
working to dam the Columbia canal in order to create a reservoir of water that can be pumped back to the water 
treatment plant and distributed to residents.  "Government is working at its best in this crisis," Columbia City 
Manager Teresa Wilson said Tuesday at a news conference.   "Once this dam is complete, we will be able to 
assess the actual damage and start the repairs to the dike itself," said Joey Jaco, the city's public works director.  
Jaco was referring to the dike at the Columbia canal that gave way early Monday morning, causing widespread 
flooding issues.  The S.C. National Guard used helicopters to deliver sandbags and equipment to crews at the 
canal.  The area most affected by floodwaters is the Forest Acres area of Columbia.  As of Tuesday evening, less 
than 10 people were still reported missing.  Law enforcement asks that everyone stay in their homes if possible, 
and have issued a curfew from midnight Tuesday to 6 a.m. Wednesday. 

 

 

Oct. 17, 2015 

Legal experts say prosecutors likely have charged Dylann Roof's friend because they want him to testify at the 
alleged church shooter's trial.  That testimony could help show Roof's alleged acts were premeditated and 
intentional, which are vital to pursuing a death penalty case.  Roof's friend, Joey Meek, faces federal charges of 
lying to investigators and concealing information that, if convicted, could land him in prison for years.  Long-time 
criminal defense attorney Jack Swerling says prosecutors likely have more leverage with Meek now that he is 
charged. Former U.S. attorney Pete Strom says he expects the government to aggressively pursue any potential 
witness who could shed light on Roof's case, possibly offering a plea deal or sentence recommendation in 
exchange for cooperation. 
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Oct. 28, 2015 

The South Carolina Emergency Management Division said they are paying close attention to Hurricane Joaquin. 
SCEMD said key agencies in South Carolina government have been notified to be ready to respond if the need 
arises.  SCEMD is urging people in potentially vulnerable areas to review their plans.  The big question is where 
will Hurricane Joaquin make landfall. The computer models are all over the place.  There is a chance that it could 
make landfall in North Carolina. If it does, we could see some moisture. This would mean a very wet Saturday, 
with heavy rain likely for the Clemson vs. Notre Dame game. There is a lot that can change, but for now 
Meteorologist Kendra Kent is calling for a 60 percent chance of rain for gameday Saturday.  The models are 
trending west with the storm, so that now takes it closer to the North Carolina coast. If it made landfall in NC, we 
would most likely see some heavy rain and gusty winds from the storms by middle to late weekend.  If Joaquin 
stays farther east and makes landfall in the northeast we would see much less rain over the weekend. Therefore, 
we’ll have to monitor Joaquin’s track closely, and adjust the forecast accordingly.  The SCEMD said to consider 
these plans:  Be sure your emergency supplies kit has enough bottled water and non-perishable food to sustain 
each family member for three to seven days. Include a weather radio, flashlight, extra batteries, toiletries, change 
of clothes, blankets or sleeping bag, rain gear and appropriate footwear. Also include copies of important 
documents, such as birth certificates and insurance policies.  Plan for your pets. Gather supplies for your pet and 
put them in an easily-accessible container.  Determine if you are in a flood plain or flood-prone area.  Know 
evacuation routes for your area. Pay attention to emergency warnings and evacuate if instructed to do so. 
Visit www.scemd.org/KnowYourZone  for more information.  Stay tuned to local news for the latest advisories 
from the National Weather Service and National Hurricane Center (NHC), as well as state and local emergency 
management officials.  Follow trusted and verified social media feeds for information, such 
as @SCEMD and @NHC_Atlantic 

 
Oct. 29, 2015 
 

A congressman who represents part of the Upstate said he does not support a refugee resettlement program that 
could potentially allow Syrian refugees into the area.   Representative Jeff Duncan grilled Federal Bureau of 
Investigations Director James Comey last week on the program, questioning the government's efficacy in vetting 
refugees that come to the United States and citing concerns that Islamic State militants could infiltrate refugee 
groups.  "I will tell you folks in South Carolina are very concerned about our inability to vet properly the refugees 
that are coming," Duncan said in the Oct. 21 hearing   Local county councils have agreed with that feeling. Pickens 
County recently decided to not allow Syrian refugees into the area through the resettlement program, which is 
active in Spartanburg and Greenville counties.   Greenville County councilman Joe Dill said the committee is set to 
take up the issue in next week's meeting.   "They still left a lot of questions yet to be answered," Dill said. "We 
don't have a clue what kind of gangsters they are, whether they are good people, bad people or what."  Dill 
added that the federal government has not offered enough information on the refugee resettlement program for 
council to feel comfortable.   Former pastor Jason Lee disagrees with that stance. He directs World Relief in 
Spartanburg and has seen refugees from other countries succeed through the program. He said Syrian refugees 
are not slated to come to the area right now, but he would welcome them.   "There is no such thing as an 
unvetted refugee that comes to the U.S.," Lee said. "Over 3 million have come through the program, and none of 
those have ever been arrested and convicted and sentenced for committing terrorist attacks on U.S. soil."  
Duncan said ISIS has threatened to infiltrate groups of Syrian refugees fleeing the civil war there, and he said that 

http://www.scemd.org/KnowYourZone
http://www.twitter.com/SCEMD
http://www.twitter.com/NHC_Atlantic


  

 21 

is a threat that should be taken seriously.   Comey said last week that "there is no risk-free process" when it 
comes to bringing refugees into the U.S.  

 

 
 
Oct. 30, 2015 
 

With the worst of rain and potential flooding over, Henderson County officials terminated the State of Emergency 
for Henderson County at 8 a.m. Monday.  Henderson County Manager Steve Wyatt declared a State of 
Emergency for Henderson County due to public safety hazards from heavy rainfall and potential flooding at noon 
Friday.  “We’re very thankful we were spared the worst of the storm and our prayers go out to our neighbors in 
South Carolina. I sincerely appreciate the extra effort from our emergency responders and government 
employees across the county and cities in service to our citizens, “ Rocky Hyder, Henderson County Director of 
Emergency Services, said in a statement. 

 

 
Nov. 1, 2015 

South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley held a press conference Sunday to discuss statewide flooding and road 
conditions.  Haley took the podium just after 3:30 p.m. at the South Carolina Emergency Operations Center on 
Fish Hatchery Road.  She said the weather event the state has been experiencing is a "one-thousand-year level of 
rain" in parts of the Lowcountry, meaning an amount of rainfall the state has not seen in that length of time.  The 
governor advised the public to say off the roads and out of standing water as a result of the floods.  Hundreds of 
government and military officials have been activated to respond in case of emergencies. Haley said 255 active 
troopers are on the road, 320 South Carolina Law Enforcement Division agents are on standby, and 600 National 
Guard members have been activated with thousands more on standby.  Three fatalities have occurred on South 
Carolina roads due to weather since a state of emergency has been declared and Haley said that number is too 
high. She said everyone should stay off the roads if possible over the next two days until conditions improve.  The 
South Carolina Department of Transportation announced a 70-mile stretch of Interstate 95 has been closed due 
to flooding. 

 

 

Nov. 3, 2015 

The University of South Carolina will reopen for staff and faculty on Wednesday, while classes remain cancelled.   
"Richland County has announced that government offices will reopen on Wednesday, Oct. 7. As a state agency, 
the University must follow the delay and closing determinations of Richland County Government," according to a 
statement from the university.   Faculty and staff are encouraged to use caution when walking or driving to 
and around campus on hazardous roads.   Employees who are unable to safely report to work have been asked to 
contact their supervisor to make arrangements.   Classes remain cancelled through Friday. 

 
Nov. 13, 2015 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has approved 11 more South Carolina counties for assistance that 
allows state agencies, local governments and some private non-profits to recoup costs of storm response, debris 
removal and infrastructure damage.  The 11 additional counties eligible for all categories of the FEMA public 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/30182402/scdot-70-miles-of-i-95-closed-due-to-flooding
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assistance program are: Abbeville, Anderson, Bamberg, Colleton, Darlington, Fairfield, Florence, Kershaw, 
Laurens, McCormick, and Newberry Counties.  In addition, Berkeley, Georgetown, Richland and Williamsburg 
counties are now eligible for all categories of public assistance. These four counties previously were eligible only 
for debris removal and emergency protective measures.  FEMA public assistance is a reimbursement grant 
program with the federal government typically paying 75 percent of costs. 

Dec. 14, 2015 

North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory has asked that the federal government halt sending Syrian refugees to 
North Carolina.  WJZY-TV reports that McCrory is calling on federal authorities to answer security questions and 
for more background checks and criminal records for anyone settled in North Carolina.  McCrory is quoted as 
saying, “My primary duty as governor is to keep the citizens of North Carolina safe.” 

 

Dec. 18, 2015 

U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) announced Friday that the year-end spending bill that Congress was set to 
vote on contains funding for a new federal courthouse in Greenville.   Graham’s office said the new facility will be 
called the Carroll A. Campbell Jr. Federal Courthouse, in honor of the former governor, who passed away in 2005.  
The new courthouse will be a 10-story building built on two acres across the street from the Greenville County 
Courthouse on East North Street.   The year-end funding bill allocates $92 million for site design and 
construction.  $11 million for preliminary work on the facility has already been approved and the government 
purchased the property where the courthouse will be built in 2011. The total price tag is expected to be $103 
million.  Graham said Greenville long ago outgrew its current federal building on Washington Street.  The senator 
said the small federal building forced some areas to lease lease space in areas less convenient for the public and 
makes the court’s operations less efficient.  “Downtown Greenville is becoming a showcase city and a new  
federal courthouse will only add to that dynamic,” continued Graham.  “This has been a high priority for 
community leaders for years and I’m very pleased it looks like we are now going to get it over the finish line.”  
Greenville Mayor Knox White said the push for a new courthouse had been in the works for years.  “It has been 
about 10 years since Congress first recognized the need, so we are glad the funding is finally in place,” White 
said.  “We appreciate Senator Graham's persistence in moving this project forward.   He has been a great partner 
with the City of Greenville.” 

 

Dec. 18, 2015 

U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) announced Friday that the year-end spending bill that Congress was set to 
vote on contains funding for a new federal courthouse in Greenville.   Graham’s office said the new facility will be 
called the Carroll A. Campbell Jr. Federal Courthouse, in honor of the former governor, who passed away in 2005.  
The new courthouse will be a 10-story building built on two acres across the street from the Greenville County 
Courthouse on East North Street.   The year-end funding bill allocates $92 million for site design and 
construction.  $11 million for preliminary work on the facility has already been approved and the government 
purchased the property where the courthouse will be built in 2011. The total price tag is expected to be $103 
million.  Graham said Greenville long ago outgrew its current federal building on Washington Street.  The senator 
said the small federal building forced some areas to lease space in areas less convenient for the public and makes 
the court’s operations less efficient.  “Downtown Greenville is becoming a showcase city and a new federal 
courthouse will only add to that dynamic,” continued Graham.  “This has been a high priority for community 
leaders for years and I’m very pleased it looks like we are now going to get it over the finish line.”  Greenville 
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Mayor Knox White said the push for a new courthouse had been in the works for years.  “It has been about 10 
years since Congress first recognized the need, so we are glad the funding is finally in place,” White said.  “We 
appreciate Senator Graham's persistence in moving this project forward.   He has been a great partner with the 
City of Greenville.” 

 

 

 
Dec. 22, 2015 
  

Kentucky Republican Gov. Matt Bevin ordered the state to prepare new marriage licenses that do not include the 
names of county clerks in an attempt to protect the religious beliefs of clerk Kim Davis and other local elected 
officials. The executive order comes after Davis, the Rowan County clerk, spent five days in jail for refusing to  
issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. Davis said she could not issue the licenses because they had her 
name on them.  Bevin said wanted to "ensure that the sincerely held religious beliefs of all Kentuckians are 
honored." It was one of five executive orders he issued Tuesday, the first of his administration, that mostly 
revised or suspended recent actions by former Democratic Gov. Steve Beshear.  "Today, I took action to uphold 
several commitments I made during my campaign so that we can implement real solutions that will help the 
people of Kentucky," Bevin said in a news release.  Fayette County Clerk Don Blevins, whose office serves the 
state's second largest city, Lexington, said he believes Bevin exceeded his authority. He sees marriage licenses as 
a civil transaction and believes the clerk's names should remain on them for the historical record, he said.  
"Hundreds of years from now, these licenses will be used by genealogists and researchers. Having the names of 
all the parties involves is very important when you're talking about a permanent record, for purely practical 
purposes," he said. "I'm not pleased at all by this. This has gotten out of hand."  Greg Stumbo, the Democratic 
speaker of the Kentucky House of Representatives, applauded Bevin for "finding a way to balance the law and the 
concerns (of) county clerks."  It's unclear how Bevin's order will affect a federal lawsuit brought by four couples 
against Davis. One of Davis' deputy clerks has been issuing altered marriage licenses to all eligible couples since 
September. They do not include Davis' name or the name of the county.  The American Civil Liberties Union, 
which represents the four couples, has asked U.S. District Judge David Bunning to order Davis to reissue the 
licenses. Bunning has not made a decision yet.  Davis and her supporters had asked Beshear to issue a similar 
executive order. Beshear had refused, arguing only the state legislature had the authority to change the state law 
requiring the contents of the marriage license form.  "Gov. Bevin's executive action has added to the cloud of 
uncertainty that hangs over marriage licensing in Kentucky," William Sharp, legal director for the ACLU of 
Kentucky, said in a news release.  Bevin also took aim at two of Democrats' proudest moments this year: raising 
the minimum wage for some state workers and automatically restoring the voting rights of some nonviolent 
convicted felons who had completed their sentences.  Bevin revised a previous order from Beshear that raised 
the minimum wage for most state workers to $10.10 per hour. That action went into effect on July 1 and 
impacted about 800 people at a cost to taxpayers of $1.6 million. Bevin's order said state agencies and vendors 
do not have to pay the higher wage, but added it would not affect people who have already received a raise.  
"Really? Out of the things you could have done, since you have been elected that's something you choose to 
come right out of the gate with? Come on," said David Smith, executive director of the Kentucky State Employees 
Association.  Before leaving office, Beshear issued an executive order automatically restoring the voting rights of 
convicted felons who had completed their sentences and did not have any pending charges or restitution orders. 
Bevin suspended that order, saying felons would have to apply to his office on a case by case basis. The order 
does not affect anyone who has already had their rights restored.  Mantell Stevens lost his right to vote in 2001. 
He pleaded guilty to a felony drug possession charge, spent 30 days in jail and another three years on probation.  
"I'm very upset, I'm hurt," he said when he learned of Bevin's order. "I don't know why anybody in their right 
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mind wouldn't want anybody to have the right to vote. What is it that is so bad about us having the right to 
vote?"  Galofaro reported from Louisville. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 
Problem/Need:  ENVIRONMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
Oct. 2, 2015 
 
Storms delayed several games, including Blue Ridge versus J.L. Mann, Christ Church versus Eastside, Union and 
Spartanburg, Gaffney versus Boiling Springs and Byrnes versus Mallard Creek.  Several games were postponed 
due to the weather. Click here for a full list. Continue to check FOX Carolina's Facebook Page for the latest on high 
school football game delays. Quarter-sized hail has been reported in downtown Greenville, along with some 
scattered reports of wind damage in the area. Other isolated storms are possible through the evening hours then 
skies will remain partly to mostly cloudy tonight as a northeast breeze takes over. Storms will slowly diminish into 
the overnight hours, leading to mostly cloudy skies. Saturday will be mostly cloudy with scattered showers, 
mainly during the afternoon. Highs will reach the low 80s for the Upstate as well as in the mountains. Rain chance 
for the Clemson vs. Wofford game will be 50 percent, so bring the rain gear if you are heading to Death Valley. 
Expect showers to wind down Saturday night, then Sunday will bring a lower rain chance. Expect a mix of clouds 
and sun on Sunday with about a 30 percent chance of showers and storms. Highs will remain in the low to mid 
80s area-wide, and that is cooler than normal for this time of year. Labor Day will be mostly dry, but there is still a 
20 percent chance for rain during the afternoon. Highs will remain in the 80s. Temperatures will warm up as we 
press into the work-week. 
 
 
Oct. 3, 2015 

Storms sweeping across the Upstate on Friday night tore down a large tree in downtown Greenville.  The tree fell 
on College Street, partially blocking one lane beside the Greenville County Museum of Art and The Children's 
Museum.  A spokesperson at The Children's Museum said cleanup of the tree has not yet begun. Officials do not 
yet have an estimated time for the tree's removal, but said it is not affecting attendance at the museum.  The 
strong storms also downed trees along Interstate 385 on Friday evening and left thousands without power across 
the Upstate. 

 

 
 
Oct. 20, 2015 

A popular movie theater group announced sensory friendly screenings on Tuesday.   Regal Entertainment Group 
announced the My Way Matinee program featuring sensory friendly screenings of some of the most popular 
family films. A new movie will play each month through December in a sensory friendly environment with lights 
on and volume lowered.   The sensory friendly environment is to help those children affected by autism, where 
audience can sing, dance, and shot during the screening.   All showtimes for the sensory friendly screenings will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. for the special ticket price of $6.50 plus tax. For a full list of participating locations and 
additional information, please visit www.regmovies.com/mywaymatinee.  My Way Matinee film schedule:  Hotel 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29964379/week-2-football-games-postponed-due-to-weather
https://www.facebook.com/foxcarolinanews
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29964025/greenville-roadways-blocked
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29964025/greenville-roadways-blocked
http://regalentertainmentgroup.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d824%2f%407-%3eLCE1%40078%3e5-GLCE17.6&RE=MC&RI=4059881&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=10621&Action=Follow+Link
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Transylvania 2 - September 26  Pan - October 24  The Peanuts Movie - November 21 The Good Dinosaur - 
December 12   Copyright 2015 FOX Carolina (Meredith Corporation). All rights reserved. 

 
 
Oct. 23, 2015 

Chester County school employees say Superintendent Agnes Slayman has threatened to kill district employees 
and created a hostile work environment.  The Herald of Rock Hill (http://bit.ly/1WlFp5w ) reports that it has 
obtained an investigative report provided to the school board in which the district employees say Slayman told a 
staff member, "I will kill you," and told another employee, "I will cut your throat out." The employees say more 
than half of the district's senior staff have sought medical attention for stress-related health issues and 
depression.  Slayman's attorney, J. Lewis Cromer of Columbia, says Slayman has done nothing to cause 
employees to seek medical attention and has never "seriously threatened to kill anybody."  Cromer says all 
discussions about the report have taken place in private during executive sessions of the school board 
Information from: The Herald, http://www.heraldonline.com 

 
Oct. 27, 2015 
 

Some sun will peek through the mostly cloudy skies today, but showers and storms become likely in the 
afternoon as a cold front pushes in. Localized flooding will be a concern wherever we see heavy rain, as the 
ground is already saturated. Highs will reach to near 80 across the Upstate and mid 70s in the mountains. Expect 
some lighter, lingering showers for Thursday and Friday, with mostly cloudy skies in place. The sun should break 
out by this weekend as drier air finally takes over. Highs will reach the mid 60s to low 70s area-wide on Saturday 
and Sunday.  The northeastern US is potentially in line to see some impact from Hurricane Joaquin. It's currently 
near the Bahamas, and could move north in the Atlantic to be off the coast of New Jersey by early next week. The 
storm is expected to gain strength into a Category 2 storm sometime over the weekend, before slightly 
weakening in the cooler northern Atlantic waters. 

 
 
Nov. 5, 2015 

A Tigerville Elementary School student is home recovering from E. coli while employees continue to clean the 
school.   A doctor diagnosed the child with Shiga toxin-producing E. coli and contacted the state Department of 
Health and and Environmental Control.  Parents received the following message Thursday from Tigerville 
Elementary School Principal Diane Jackson:  "I’m calling to inform you that a case of e-coli has been confirmed in 
one of our students. The child is not in attendance today and will not return to school until cleared to do so by a 
medical professional.  Throughout the school day our school custodial staff and a crew  from the district office 
have carried out cleaning precautions recommended by the Health Department. This evening, a more specialized 
team will come in and thoroughly disinfect the school building. These extra precautions will  continue as long as 
necessary.  Your child was given a letter before leaving school today that was prepared by DHEC. This letter 
provides information about e-coli and it’s symptoms.  It also makes recommendations on how to guard against 
infection. Thank you for reading that letter carefully. I want to stress to you that we have no reason to believe 
that the e-coli originated here at Tigerville Elementary.  I want to assure you that the well-being of your student 
at Tigerville Elementary  is a  top priority. We are dedicated to providing a clean, safe and healthy environment 
for all students, staff and visitors."  Parents with questions are urged to contact Jackson.  School officials aren't 
releasing the grade or gender of the child, "Because the school is so small and absences are so few that it would 
identify the child."  "There is still no indication that the source of the E. coli is Tigerville Elementary. All 
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inspections on the building have come back clear, that includes an inspection of cafeteria this morning where the 
school received a grade of 100 percent," said Beth Brotherton, a spokesperson for the Greenville County School 
District.  According to the Mayo Clinic, "most varieties of E. coli are harmless or cause relatively brief diarrhea." 
However, some strains "can cause severe abdominal cramps, bloody diarrhea and vomiting." 

 

 
Nov. 11, 2015 

This information is provided and sponsored by Spartanburg Regional Healthcare.  There are several steps you can 
take to avoid lung cancer. People over the age of 55 who have a history of smoking one pack of cigarette per day 
for 30 years, or two packs a day for 15 years, are at a higher risk.  Some who are diagnosed with lung cancer were 
not smokers, but have a family history of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) or were exposed to 
radon or asbestos.  Take a deep breath. There are ways you can protect yourself now so that you don’t damage 
your lungs further: Don't Smoke  There is no risk-free level of tobacco smoke. Tobacco use is the major cause of 
lung cancer in the United States. About 90 percent of lung cancer deaths in men and nearly 80 percent of lung 
cancer deaths in women in this country result from smoking. The most important thing a person can do to 
prevent lung cancer is to not start smoking, or to quit if they currently smoke. Maintain a Healthy Diet  Fruits and 
vegetables are rich with antioxidants and flavonoids. Antioxidants and flavonoids help protect your DNA and 
repair damaged cells. Test Your Home for Radon Radon is the result of broken-down uranium. It is a radioactive 
gas that cannot be seen, felt, smelled or tasted. Uranium occurs naturally in the soil, and the fear is that homes 
are being built over natural deposits, creating high levels of indoor radon exposure, which can lead to lung 
cancer. Know What You Are Being Exposed to in the Workplace Gasoline, diesel exhaust, arsenic, vinyl chloride, 
nickel chromates, coal products, mustard gas, and chloromethyl ethers are all carcinogens and may be present in 
work environments. Talk to your employer about limiting exposure. Keep Away From Secondhand Smoke This 
smoke contains more than 60 known carcinogens (cancer causing agents). These carcinogens interrupt normal 
cell development, otherwise known as the onset of cancer. For more information about lung cancer, please 1-
800-DNA-Gibbs or visit gibbscancercenter.org. 

 
 
Nov. 16, 2015 

Contractors and road crews are making progress reopening state bridges and highways in South Carolina after 
this month's historic rains.  The state Transportation Department reports that as of Sunday evening, 138 roads 
and 52 state bridges remained closed because of the storm which dumped more than 2 feet of rain in some 
areas.  That's down from almost 550 state roads and bridges that were closed at the height of the storm.  The 
department reports that 16 primary routes - that is state and federal highways - remain closed in places around 
the state. Most of those are in Richland County where six primary routes remain closed.  At the end of last week 
almost 350 county-owned roads and bridges in the state were closed. 

 
 
Nov. 18, 2015 
 

South Carolina’s Department of Health and Environmental Control have issued orders requiring repairs at dozens 
of dams on both public and  private properties, including several in the Upstate, which were damaged in the 
recent flooding.  Officials said they have spent the past few weeks inspecting hundreds of dams across the state 
because many failed during the flash flooding.  DHEC said seven Upstate dams have issues that need to be 
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addressed to prevent potential further flood damage.  The DHEC-issued orders will help get the repairs work and 
inspections completed faster to ensure safety for nearby residents, the agency said. 

Dec. 14, 2015 

 

Ice has been reported on the on US 25 in Asheville due to storm water drain backup, according to Asheville city 
officials  The slick spots along Hendersonville Road were reported near Sycamore Street. Crashes were also 
reported in the area.  Temperatures dipped below freezing in Asheville Monday morning.  City officials said the 
water spilling onto the road and freezing did not appear to be from a water main break, as originally reported by 
dispatch.   Instead, officials said the source of the water appeared to be a clogged storm water drain. The NCDOT 
maintains the storm water drains on US 25, officials said.  "The city of Asheville has been out to the site and 
tested the water for chlorine and fluoride, both of which are in treated water, and have not found it present in 
the water on Hendersonville Road," said Polly McDaniel, a spokesperson for the city. "The city is testing this 
water a third time, just to be sure." 

 
 
Dec. 16, 2015 

The deep freeze has been felt across much of the country today.  All across the eastern half of the U.S. temps 
have been over 20 degrees colder than normal for this time of year.  Lake effect snow has been astounding 
through today.  The pic attached is from the National Weather Service office in Binghamton, showing the FEET of 
snow that fell near Buffalo, NY.  This time of year is lake effect time, when warmer lake temps collide with the 
cooler air moving overhead.  However, this amount of snow is truly historic.    For us, this November 18 has been 
the coldest DAY on record... The daytime highs only warmed to 30 and 40 for the mountains and Upstate 
respectively, while the old records were 31 and 42.  Tonight we could tie or break records for overnight lows.  I'm 
forecasting 19 for the Upstate and 14 in the mountains.  Records are 18 and 13, and they were set back in 1903! 
 Might not be a bad idea to slow drip the faucets tonight, but the greatest threat for busting/freezing pipes comes 
when temps get into the low teens to single digits.    Conditions will slowly warm up, in fact this weekend could 
be mild enough for us to see some thunderstorms by Sunday!  That's really the next big weather story.  I'm 
watching a system that will bring heavy rain Sunday morning, and it could also spell severe weather.  All of the 
upper level dynamics will be at play, but the big question will be instability.  Will there be enough energy for the 
storms to work with???... Right now it looks marginal, and we'll keep a close eye on it.  I'll blog more about the 
possible severe threat later this week!  In the meantime, stay warm!   

 
 
Dec. 23, 2015 
 

Forecasters warned of a "particularly dangerous situation" as a storm system packing strong winds and heavy rain 
slammed the nation's mid-section Wednesday, and officials said they feared Christmas yard decorations would 
become projectiles.  A tree blew over onto a house in Arkansas, killing an 18-year-old woman and trapping a 1-
year-old child inside, authorities said. Rescuers pulled the toddler safely from the home. Egg- and baseball-sized 
hail was reported in Alabama and Arkansas.  The biggest threat for tornadoes was in a region of 3.7 million 
people in Mississippi, Tennessee and Arkansas and parts of Missouri, Illinois and Kentucky, according to the 
national Storm Prediction Center in Oklahoma. The center issued its "particularly dangerous situation" alert for 
the first time since June 2014, when two massive EF4 twisters devastated a rural Nebraska town, killing two 
people.  The greatest risk for a few "intense, long-tracked tornadoes" will be through Wednesday night.  "They're 
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opening all our tornado shelters because they say there's an 80 percent chance of a tornado today," said Brandi 
Holland, a convenience store clerk in Tupelo, Mississippi.  She said people were reminded of a tornado that 
damaged or destroyed more than 2,000 homes and businesses in April 2014.  Elsewhere, skiers on the slopes out 
West got a fresh taste of powder and most people in the Northeast enjoyed spring-like temperatures as they 
finished up last-minute Christmas shopping.  "It's too warm for me. I don't like it. I prefer the cold in the winter, in 
December. Gives you more of that Christmas feel," said Daniel Flores, a concierge from the Bronx, his light jacket 
zipped open as he shopped in Manhattan with his three children.  Only about half of the nation, mostly in the 
West, should expect the possibility of a white Christmas.  In Alabama, heavy rains overnight left some downtown 
Mobile streets flooded during the morning rush hour.  Across Mobile Bay in the small town of Loxley, Mandy 
Wilson watched the angry gray sky and told drivers to be careful as she worked a cash register at Love's Travel 
Stop.  "It's very ugly; it's very scary," Wilson said. "There's an 18-wheeler turned over on I-10. There's water 
standing really bad. It's a really interesting way to spend Christmas Eve eve."  In parts of Georgia, including 
Atlanta, a flood watch was posted through Friday evening as more than 4 inches was expected, the National 
Weather Service said.  The threat of severe weather just before Christmas is unusual, but not unprecedented, 
said Greg Carbin, a meteorologist at the national Storm Prediction Center. On Christmas Day in 2012, a storm 
system spawned several tornadoes, damaging homes from Texas to Alabama.  Emergency officials in Tennessee 
worried that powerful winds could turn holiday yard decorations into projectiles, the same way gusts can fling 
patio furniture in springtime storms, said Marty Clements, director of the Madison County Emergency 
Management Agency in Jackson, the state's largest city between Memphis and Nashville.  "If you go through 
these neighborhoods, there are a lot of people very proud of what they've put out and they've got stuff 
everywhere - all these ornaments and deer and everything else," Clements said. "They're not manufactured to 
withstand that kind of wind speed, so they become almost like little missiles."  Two tornadoes hit central 
Louisiana on Monday, injuring a man whose travel trailer flipped over. The Lake Charles office of the National 
Weather service said both were EF-1 twisters with peak winds of 95 mph. The tornadoes uprooted trees, 
damaged homes and cars.  In Arkansas, Pope County Sheriff Shane Jones said the 18-year-old woman was killed 
when a tree crashed into her bedroom. The woman and her 1 ½-year-old sister were sleeping in a bedroom of the 
house near Atkins about 65 miles northwest of Little Rock, when winds uprooted the tree that crashed through 
the roof.  "It's terrible that this happened, especially at Christmas," Jones said.  Forecasters said by Wednesday 
night, the severe weather threat could shift east into the southern Appalachian Mountain region.  Once the 
strong storms clear out, the high temperature in Atlanta on Christmas Eve is expected to be in the mid-70s. That 
could break the record for Dec. 24, which is 72 degrees set in 1984, according to weather service records.  
Associated Press writers Alexandra Olson in New York; Claudia Lauer in Little Rock, Arkansas; and Jay Reeves in 
Birmingham, Alabama, contributed to this report.  This story has corrected the day of the tornadoes in Louisiana 
to Monday, not Tuesday. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 
Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Oct. 1, 2015 

South Carolina Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman will be one of the keynote speakers at the Pickens 
County School District’s Back-To-School Celebration Wednesday.  The event will be held at 8 a.m. at the Easley 
High School gymnasium.  During the celebration, the school district will also present awards for teacher of the 
year and support employee of the year.  Easley High School is located on Green Wave Boulevard. 

 
 
Oct. 7, 2015 

Amazon surprised teachers and students at Chapman Elementary with $15,000 worth of school supplies during a 
school assembly Wednesday morning.  Amazon workers delivered boxes filled with classroom supplies to 
teachers and students in the school’s cafeteria.  Amazon has a distribution center in Spartanburg. The company 
says it is proud to support the local communities where its employees live and work.  The online retailer 
surpassed Walmart as the world’s largest retailer, in terms of sales, in July 2015.  More than 2,000 people are 
employed at Amazon’s Spartanburg facility, located on John Dodd Road. 

 

 
 
Oct. 22, 2015 

Greenville's new Center for Manufacturing Innovation (CMI) reached a construction milestone Thursday.  A 
collaboration between Greenville Technical College and Clemson University, CMI is expected to offer education 
and certifications for students seeking jobs in the manufacturing industry. The center will be located on 
Millennium Campus adjacent to the Clemson University International Center for Automotive Research.  On 
Thursday, construction crews placed the final steel beam on the structure for CMI. The "topping out" ritual was 
celebrated with a barbecue lunch and ceremony.  For details on the new Center for Manufacturing Innovation, 
visit the Greenville Tech website. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gvltec.edu/cmi/
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Oct. 23, 2015 

A Spartanburg man has won $250,000 playing the South Carolina Education Lottery.  The winner, who lottery 
officials said did not want to be identified, purchased the winning ticket at the 7-Eleven store at 13195 E. Wade 
Hampton Blvd. in Greer  “I have less worries now,” the winner said in a statement issued by the S.C. Education 
Lottery.   He cashed in his winning Payout scratch-off ticket he bought this week.   “I’m only now starting to calm 
down,” he said. 

 

Nov. 3, 2015 

South Carolina Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman will be one of the keynote speakers at the Pickens 
County School District’s Back-To-School Celebration Wednesday. The event will be held at 8 a.m. at the Easley 
High School gymnasium. During the celebration, the school district will also present awards for teacher of the 
year and support employee of the year. Easley High School is located on Green Wave Boulevard. 

 

 
Nov. 10, 2015 

Rep. Jeff Duncan (R, SC) will visit the Pickens County Career & Technology Center in Liberty on Tuesday, according 
to school district officials.  CTC Director Ken Hitchcock will lead Duncan on a tour of the school. The tour will be 
followed by a presentation on the partnership between education and business in the county from Ray Farley, 
the CEO of Alliance Pickens.  Afterward, Duncan will meet with teachers, school officials and local lawmakers. 

 

 
Nov. 24, 2015 

 
The State Superintendent of Education is calling for an investigation into a violent confrontation between a 
student and school resource officer at Spring Valley High School in Richland School District Two.  Molly M. 
Spearman issued the following statement after viewing videos and speaking with local, state, and federal 
authorities. “I am greatly concerned by these videos,” said Spearman.  “The safety of our students is always our 
number one priority.  School districts contract with hundreds of dedicated school resource officers who work 
hard to protect our students across South Carolina.  However, these videos and what they appear to show should 
concern all of us in public education. While it is vital that students have respect for law enforcement, it is equally 
important that law enforcement ensure they do not abuse the power and trust school districts instill in them. “I 
am pleased that Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott has moved quickly to place the officer on unpaid leave and 
initiate a thorough investigation of the officer involved, by reaching out to both the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the U.S. Department of Justice.  Richland School District Two’s Superintendent Dr. Debbie 
Hamm has acted swiftly to ensure that pending the result of the investigation, the officer will not be working 
within any of the district’s schools.  This matter must be investigated thoroughly and appropriate action taken.” 
On Monday, Senior Deputy Ben Fields was seen on video pulling a black female student from her desk during 
class. Fields has been put on leave, and the sheriff has asked federal authorities to investigate. Authorities say 
race did not play a role in the incident. Click here to watch the videos and read more about the federal 
investigation into the incident. In 2013, a student expelled from Spring Valley High School, where Fields works, 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/30353999/feds-to-investigate-violent-incident-of-officer-slamming-dragging-student-at-spring-valley
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accused the deputy, who is white, of targeting black students after saying the expelled student was a gang 
member. That case is set to go to trial in January. In 2010, federal court records show a jury sided with Fields 
after a black couple accused Fields of excessive force and battery during a 2005 noise complaint arrest in 
Columbia.  In a third lawsuit, a woman who reported suspicion of child abuse accused Fields and another deputy 
of battery and violating her rights during a 2006 arrest. That case was dismissed in 2009.  A Greenwood man’s 
lottery ticket that didn’t earn him any winnings when he played the scratch off game ended up winning him 
$100,000 in the SC Education Lottery’s second chance promotion.  Lottery officials said the man entered his non-
winning Trucks & Bucks ticket information online and was selected from the more than 210,000 entries received 
to win the cash prize.  Lottery officials said five other lottery players won trucks in the drawing on October 27. 

 

 
Dec. 14, 2015 

Brandy Turner is spending some one-on-one time with her soon-to-be 2-year-old, Blake. He watched and 
listened Monday afternoon, as she showed him different animals on an educational toy.  "Watching them grow- 
every day it's something new," she said.   That's why she said keeping children intrigued through education is 
important.  "I have a 9-year-old, I have a 5-year-old and a 1-year-old," she said.  She's not only a mother, but also 
a member of Upstate S.C. Mommies, a support group for mothers in Anderson, Greenville, and Spartanburg 
counties.  "We have quite a few forums on the site actually that are about moms who have kids in elementary 
school, middle school, and high school," she said.  The latest chats are about a new federal law, The Every 
Student Succeeds Act which was recently signed by President Obama. The new law, leaves parts of The No Child 
Left Behind Act- behind.  "I think it should definitely be more state, and local government dictated as opposed to 
a big blanket over the entire country," Turner said.  Melanie Barton thinks ESSA as the new law is also called, is 
the best formula for South Carolina.  "It will give us an opportunity to merge the state and federal systems," 
Barton said.  She's the executive director with the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee.  "We've got to 
close achievement gaps, between some of our most disadvantage students and we've really got to focus on 
college and career readiness," she said.  Here are the differences; under The No Child Left Behind Child Left 
Behind Act, the federal government heavily measured progress through standardized testing.   "This is the new 
ESSA, so you can see how thick it is," Barton said.  Now under ESSA, third- eighth graders and high school 
students are still tested, but test scores aren't as big of a factor.  "Because that's what people have got to 
remember- those year-end assessments are a snapshot of where our students and schools are," she said.  Barton 
said now states have more control on how to tailor its own accountability system. And Turner hopes it will 
subtract some stress  from parents and test-takers during test-time.  The South Carolina Education Oversight 
Committee is a group appointed by the governor and members of the General Assembly to focus on the state's 
education accountability system. Administrators met Monday afternoon and under the new law, they said they 
want to align accountability with higher education goals and with the workforce needs of South Carolina. 

 
Dec. 15, 2015 

The Union County School District superintendent will resign, a school district official confirmed Tuesday. Dr. Kristi 
Woodall’s resignation will go into effect on Jan. 1, 2016. The school board released the following statement about 
Woodall's departure.  The Board of Trustees of Union County School District and Superintendent Dr" 
Kristi Woodall announce that Dr. Woodall is leaving the District, effective at the conclusion of the calendar year. 
Dr. Woodall, who began her tenure as Superintendent in 20L0, is leaving the District to pursue other 
opportunities.  Prior to being named Superintendent, Dr. Woodall also served as the Principal of Union High 
School and as the Director of Personnel for Spartanburg School District Two. The Board has begun searching for 
an lnteriSuperintendent to serve for at least the remainder of the 2015-1,6 school year and hopes to name that 
person soon after the start of the New Year. The Board will then discuss how and when it will begin the search for 
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a permanent replacement for Dr. Woodall. The Board wishes Dr. Woodall much success and happiness in her 
future endeavors.? 

 

 

 

 
Dec. 16, 2015 

Professors at Wofford College said they will train students to help combat terrorism, using computers as 
weapons.  US security officials said terrorists can use cracks in cyber security systems to recruit operatives and 
steal and share top secret and sensitive information.  Meanwhile, Wofford College professors are preparing to 
add information on how to attack and defend in cyberspace to their curriculum.  “Technology has been 
progressing quite a lot and we're not really keeping up with the security, dangers and concern,” said Wofford 
College Computer Science Professor Dr. Polyxeni  Mountrouidou, or “Dr. X” as she is known on campus.  Dr. X is 
also a cyber security expert and hacker. She teaches students how to hack and what she calls “basic training” in 
cyber security.  The basic training is made possible through a nearly $300,000 National Science Foundation 
Education and Research grant.  Dr. X said she hopes to embed cyber security training into courses like technology, 
public policy, economics, ethics, sociology, and psychology.  "I think we can lead in terms of cyber security as 
well,” Dr. X said.  “I think we're on the right track where you see these education projects for security to prepare 
the workforce."  Cyber security training will be added to courses during the fall 2016 semester. 

 
Dec. 19, 2015 

A Spartanburg man has won $250,000 playing the South Carolina Education Lottery.  The winner, who lottery 
officials said did not want to be identified, purchased the winning ticket at the 7-Eleven store at 13195 E. Wade 
Hampton Blvd. in Greer  “I have less worries now,” the winner said in a statement issued by the S.C. Education 
Lottery.   He cashed in his winning Payout scratch-off ticket he bought this week.   “I’m only now starting to calm 
down,” he said. 

 

Dec. 19, 2015 

Senator Marco Rubio met with supporters along the campaign trail in Spartanburg and Anderson.  Rubio is vying 
for the Republican presidential nomination ahead of the 2016 election. Before being elected to the U.S. Senate in 
2010, the Florida native served in the state House of Representatives from 2000-2008.  According to his campaign 
website, Rubio spent his time in the senate proposing “conservative reforms to our nation's anti-poverty laws, tax 
code, regulatory policies, higher education system, vital senior safety net programs and national defense.”  On 
Saturday, Rubio held meet-and-greets at Cribb's Kitchen on Main in Spartanburg and Figs Beanery and Creamery 
in Anderson. He shared his call for "a new American century."  For more information on Rubio's background, click 
here. 

 
Dec. 31, 2015 

A Palmetto Cash 5 ticket worth a $100,000 was sold at the QuikTrip on Lemmons Lane in Gaffney, according to 
officials with the SC Education Lottery.  The ticket for Wednesday’s drawing matched all five numbers drawn to 
win the top prize.  The winning numbers are 10, 18, 24, 25, and 35. The Power-Up is 3.  The winner has 180 days 
from the date of the drawing to claim the $100,000 prize. 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29189529/presidential-race-2016-marco-rubio
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29189529/presidential-race-2016-marco-rubio
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ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 
 
Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 1, 2015 

Protesters on both sides of the abortion controversy voiced their opinions outside a Planned Parenthood clinic in 
Asheville this weekend. Pro-life activists gathered on Friday and Saturday to holds signs and a "Honk for Life" 
during business hours for the clinic on McDowell Street. "Honk for Life," encouraged passing motorists to sound 
their opposition to Planned Parenthood. But they were not the only activists making their voices heard. Pro-
choice advocates staged a counter-protest outside the facility on Saturday, holding signs in support of Planned 
Parenthood with messages like, "My choice, not yours." An anti-abortion protest against Planned Parenthood 
was also scheduled to take place at a Planned Parenthood office in Columbia on Saturday morning.  The protests 
against Planned Parenthood were sparked after a video was released, depicting apparent Planned Parenthood 
officials discussing the use of fetal tissue for research. 

 

Oct. 10, 2015 

Cody Pucetas, a captain at Whitney Fire Department in Spartanburg County, said the department is responding to 
more wrecks.  “Spartanburg County is leading the Upstate in traffic fatalities along with Greenville and the state, so we're all 
trying to sit there and respond better to those,” Pucetas said.  But Pucetas said the department's older tools were no longer 
cutting it.   Whitney Fire Department recently requested newer equipment to better respond to the increasing numbers of 
crashes.   “Vehicles are changing, they're getting a whole lot stronger, they're using state of the art metals materials in them, 
so we had to combat that by getting technology to actually cut those vehicles open and get patients out of them,” Pucetas 
said.  Two weeks ago, Whitney Fire Department received the newest model Jaws of Life.  “The tools are 77 percent stronger 
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than the older style hydraulics with the cords and stuff to them,” Pucetas said.  Firefighters say the new battery-operated 
tools enable them to work faster.  “The access to being able to get to cars down embankments is a whole lot greater before 
we were limited to 66 feet,” said John Alley, a captain with Cherokee Springs Fire Department. Alley said his department has 
had a newer model for a couple of years now, but not all stations can afford them.  Pucetas said the new tools cost 
upwards of $55,000, but are worth it.   “The worse you're hurt, the quicker we've got to get you to the hospital and the 
quicker we can get you out of that vehicle the better we can facilitate that and save lives,” Pucetas said.  

 

 

Oct. 11, 2015 

A week after her death, family, friends and the community came together on Sunday to pay their respects and 
celebrate the life of Helen Burns Jackson. Jackson, 92, passed away on Sept. 7 at her Greenville home. She was  
the mother of Rev. Jesse Jackson, who went on to become a pastor, a civil rights activist, and was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2000.  Jackson was a former member of Springfield Baptist Church, where she 
had been a member of the choir. The Rev. Jackson said many musicians that Helen impacted over the years had 
called him and wanted to perform in tribute to her.  A musical celebration was held for Jackson on Sunday at 
Springfield Baptist following a visitation. Click here to see photos from the celebration. 

 

 

 

Oct. 20, 2015 

There’s an app for most everything these days, but how about one that could be a life saver? Several applications 
are on the market today including MED ID, and ICE (In Case of Emergency) store your medical information and 
make the information available in an emergency. Apple devices now have a “Health” feature pre-downloaded on 
the home screen. Users simply enter information such as allergies, medications they take, blood type and medical 
conditions. Apps then allows emergency personnel to access the information even if a phone is locked. 
Paramedics with Spartanburg Emergency Services look for medical information in emergencies. “We never plan 
for emergencies, so it's important to make sure that you have some sort of record whether it's a piece of paper 
that you carry in your wallet, which a lot of times gets degraded over time or an app like this,” said Josh 
Kingsmore with Spartanburg EMS. Kingsmore says the information can be critical in some instances, such as 
when a patient is diabetic or has a specific health issue. He said the apps allow them to retrieve information in 
real-time that helps them properly treat people or identify their medical problems. Apple’s Health feature also 
allows people to add emergency contact info, which paramedics say comes in hand during emergencies when 
there are language barriers. 

 

Oct. 26, 2015 

A Candler man will spend life in prison after pleading guilty Monday in connection to the death of 4-year-old boy.   
Superior Court Judge William Coward sentenced William Godfrey Hedden, 28, to  life in prison without the 
possibility of parole after Hedden pleaded guilty to first-degree murder in the death of Trenton Michael Scott, 
District Attorney Todd Williams said in a statement.   Detectives with the Buncombe County Sheriff’s Department 
responded to Mervine Street in Candler after the boy's mother called 911 call in April 2011. The child was 
unresponsive when medical emergency responders arrived on scene and was presumed dead. Autopsy results 
later determined that Trenton Michael Scott died of blunt trauma of the chest and abdomen. According to 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/30020537/family-community-gather-to-celebrate-life-of-helen-burns-jackson
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autopsy results, the boy also appeared to have been legally drunk when he died from a cut to his liver caused by 
blows to his abdomen and chest. The autopsy at Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center also showed 
evidence the boy had been strangled, had eight broken ribs, a fractured skull, broken ribs, bite marks and cuts 
and bruises. “By obtaining a sentence of life in prison without the possibility of parole and by ensuring that 
William Hedden will never walk at liberty in our society so long as he lives, our justice system has achieved a small 
degree of finality and closure for the families of Trenton Scott who have all suffered immensely in this very sad 
and tragic case,” Williams said in the statement.          

 
 
 
 
 
Oct. 27, 2015 
 

A Rutherford County deputy was honored for the actions he took to save a woman’s life in August.  Rutherford 
County Sheriff Chris Francis presented Deputy Allan Young with the Region C Award for using a combat 
tourniquet to stop the bleeding after he arrived at a home on Harris Henrietta Road on Aug. 06 and found 20-
year-old woman hemorrhaging profusely from an arterial wound on her left arm.  Young had paid for the 
tourniquet out of his own pocket, Francis said, and used it to stop the bleeding until EMS arrived.  The woman 
was transported to Cleveland Regional Medical Center for treatment, where doctor’s said the deputy’s actions 
helped the woman survive.  Region C is comprised of law enforcement agencies from Rutherford, Polk, McDowell 
and Cleveland Counties and recognizes officers who go above and beyond the call of duty, according to a news 
release. 

 

 

Nov. 15, 2015 

A celebration of life was held Sunday for Amanda Blackburn, wife of a former Upstate pastor killed in a home 
robbery.  Police said Blackburn died Wednesday after she was shot in the head in her Indianapolis home. Amanda 
was the wife of Davey Blackburn who served at NewSpring Church in Anderson before the couple established 
Resonate Church in Indianapolis in 2012.    Davey served as a youth pastor, production director and associate 
campus pastor for four years at NewSpring, according to his biography on Resonate Church’s website.  Resonate 
is livestreaming the celebration of life service. Click here to watch the service.  No arrests have been made in the 
case, but police say the suspect left behind evidence at the scene.  Police are asking anyone with information 
about the case to call Crime Stoppers at 317-262-8477. 

 

Nov. 23, 2015 

A teenager was killed in a hunting accident Sunday evening in Newberry County.  Coroner Craig Newton identified 
the teen as 18-year-old Kendall Lesher Williams of Prosperity.  Newton said the incident happened around 7 p.m. 
Sunday off of SC Highway 391 near Prosperity.  Williams, a senior at Mid-Carolina High School, suffered a single 
gunshot wound to the abdomen, Newton said.  The S.C. Department of Natural Resources Law Enforcement 
Division and the Newberry County Coroner's Office are investigating the shooting.  Newton said the incident had 
affected the lives of several families and has asked that their privacy be respected in this time of loss. "I offer my 
prayers and sympathy to all who have been touched or affected by this tragic event. My heartfelt condolences 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/30492547/wife-of-former-upstate-pastor-dies-after-home-invasion
http://www.foxcarolina.com/category/213550/live-video2
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are with you all during this difficult time," Newton added.  According to an obituary, Williams died on his 18th 
birthday.  He's survived by his parents, two brothers, a sister and grandparents.   Mid-Carolina High School 
Principal Ray Cooper released the following statement after Williams' death:  "It is with heavy hearts, that we at 
Mid-Carolina High School mourn the loss of one of our own, Kendall Williams who passed away this weekend. 
Kendall Williams was an outstanding young man who was liked by all and he will be greatly missed by students, 
and staff alike. It is a sad and difficult time at MCHS for students and staff as we cope with this tragic 
loss. Additional support is being provided for any student or staff member who needs it. In addition to our own 
school based counselors, all of our surrounding elementary, middle, and high schools have sent their counselors 
to MCHS to ensure that we have enough help available. Westview Behavioral Center has also provided a clinical 
counselors as well.  Support zones have been established in multiple locations across our campus with a 
counselor assigned to each zone. Also, at the request of the students, the Media Center is being made available in 
the mornings, and during lunch as a quiet place for students to meet and collectively mourn this tragic loss."   

 
Nov. 24, 2015 
 

A Chesnee man received a 20-year sentence after pleading guilty to inflicting abuse on a 2-year-old boy that 
resulted in brain damage.  Joshua Michael Moton, 27, was accused in April 2012 of abusing his then-girlfriend’s 
son while the mother, Nicole Dicosola, was at work.  A prosecutor said Monday that Moton made a 911 call after 
finding the toddler unresponsive. The child was found seizing and unconscious by emergency medical responders. 
He underwent multiple brain surgeries over the two months that he was hospitalized. Doctors told Spartanburg 
County deputies at the time that the child's injuries were extremely life-threatening and had been caused from 
blunt force trauma or shaking that required surgery to remove part of the child's skull to release the pressure on 
his brain from swelling and bleeding. A prosecutor said Dicosola left children with Moton even though the S.C. 
Department of Social Services made her sign a "safety plan" that essentially kept Moton from having access to 
the children. After her son’s injuries, Dicosola and Moton had two children together and married. Dicosola 
pleaded guilty to child neglect on Monday. She received five years of probation. Although Moton received a 20-
year sentence, he’s expected to serve 12 years and five years of probation.  Moton and Dicosola were ordered 
not to be alone with any children younger than 15 while they are on probation, according to online court records. 

 
 

 

 

Dec. 18, 2015 

After months of secrecy and anticipation, "Star Wars: The Force Awakens" is thrilling fans and theater owners 
alike. The most buzzed about film of the year opened globally Thursday, setting international and pre-sale box-
office records and delighting moviegoers who've had opening-night tickets in hand for months.  Kelly Andrews, 
who wears her love of "Star Wars" on her skin in the form of Yoda and R2-D2 tattoos, bought tickets in October 
for the first showing at Hollywood's classic TCL Chinese Theatre, where the original "Star Wars" premiered in 
1977.  "It was outstanding," she said as she left the screening Thursday night clutching a shiny keepsake popcorn 
bin. "I cried happy tears. I cried sad tears. It was beautiful."   She was among thousands of devotees who praised 
the space saga's latest installment. The film has received overwhelmingly positive reviews from critics and fans 
internationally. 
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Dec. 18, 2015 

Due to the success of the “Home $4 The Holidays” adoption special, the Anderson County PAWS shelter will only 
offer adoptions on Saturday, county officials said.  Dogs and cats are available for adoption for $4 during the 
promotion, which ends on Saturday.  “PAWS has been given a wonderful opportunity to save animals lives.” Said 
PAWS Director Jessica Cwynar.  “This is a special opportunity for adopters to get a reduced adoption rate for their 
new best friend. We at PAWS are working with our life saving adopters to find the right forever home .”  PAWS 
will not accept any public animal drop-offs or surrenders on Saturday, officials said.  The shelter is open from 
noon to 6 p.m. on Friday and from noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday.  The shelter is located at 1320 U.S. 29 South in 
Anderson. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Monday – Friday   12:00pm COPS RELOADED 
 
Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the subjects and victims 
involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   
 
 
Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 
Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  
 
Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various nights Monday thru 
Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles locally wanted criminals and gives 
viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  Each segment is 45 seconds. 

 
Oct. 2, 2015 

A Georgia man accused of killing his mother has been charged with murder and other crimes.  Franklin County 
Sheriff Steve Thomas announced that John Robert Dye, 40, of Canon, was arrested after he was released from a 
hospital on Friday. Dye has been charged with felony murder, felony aggravated assault, and felony cruelty to 
animals, according to a statement from the Franklin County Sheriff's Office. Dye is jailed at the Greenville County 
Detention Center.   Dye's mother, Cynthia Ruth McCullough, was found dead in her home in the early morning 
hours of Aug. 27. The 61-year-old woman died from stab wounds to the chest, said Franklin County Deputy 
Coroner Scott O'Barr.  Dye was also found in the house with injuries and taken to a hospital. Investigators 
think Dye's injuries were self inflicted after he stabbed his mother.  Before the killing, Dye posted on his Facebook 
page: "Good bye it's been a (expletive) of a ride over with now." The Franklin County Sheriff's Office, Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation, and the Greenville Police Department investigated the homicide. 

 

 

Oct. 7, 2015 

A Spartanburg woman faces several charges after police say she fondled store customers, exposed herself, and 
locked herself and two women in an apartment while police searched for her. Annetta Pabellon Brewton, 46, has 
been charged with kidnapping, burglary, indecent exposure and other offenses.  A Spartanburg police officer 
responded Tuesday to a shoplifting at the Save A Lot on South Church Street.  A store employee told the officer 
that a woman took several packages of steak and hid them under her shirt before leaving the store. The 
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employee stated that several customers told him the woman’s name. The officer compiled a photo lineup 
including Brewton’s photo and she was positively identified by the employee, according to an incident report.  
Police say Brewton caused a disturbance a couple hours later.  Around 12:15 p.m. Tuesday, an officer responded 
to a disturbance at a store in the same strip mall where a witness complained that Brewton came into his store 
and began fondling customers and asking them for money, according to an incident report.  The man claimed 
Brewton pulled down her pants, revealing her genitals, and made “vulgar slurs,” according to an incident report.  
The man said Brewton – who had previously been trespassed from the store – left when he grabbed a phone to 
call police.  Officers searched for Brewton who was later found inside an apartment sitting on a toilet, cursing and 
asking the police to leave, according to a report.  Brewton refused to stand up and pull up her pants, but was 
eventually handcuffed and led from the apartment, according to the report.  Women told police that Brewton 
opened the front door to the apartment, sat on a couch and insisted they play cards, the report states.  After she 
was asked to leave, Brewton locked the door and told them they were not going anywhere and to stay inside 
because the police were outside, the report states.  Brewton remained jailed at the Spartanburg County 
Detention Center on Wednesday night.  

 

 

 

Oct. 14, 2015 

The last man who Anderson County deputies said saw a baby girl before she disappeared in June will head to 
prison on charges of child neglect and probation violation that stemmed from the missing child investigation, 
according to the Anderson County Clerk of Court’s office.  Travis Jones pleaded guilty to the charges Wednesday 
morning. A judge sentenced him to three years in prison with credit for time served.  Deputies said Jones was the 
last adult to see one-year-old Leonna Wright before she was reported missing from the Edgewood Square 
apartments in Pendleton on June 6.  The search for the baby girl remains ongoing.  Jones was taken into custody 
on a family court bench warrant for failing to pay child support when deputies initially began investigating. He 
was sentenced to serve 120 days in county jail for that offense.  On June 12, DSS removed two other young 
children from the home from which Leonna disappeared.  One of the children, a 3-year-old tested positive for 
meth, cocaine, and marijuana, deputies said, and both Jones and the children’s mother, Kiara Sullivan, were 
charged with unlawful neglect of a child.  Deputies said Jones admitted he used drugs while caring for the 3-year-
old.  Jones was Sullivan's boyfriend, investigators said.  Sullivan’s court date has not been announced. She faces 
up to 10 years in prison if convicted. 

 
Oct. 15, 2015 
 

Christian Lopez was sentenced Thursday for his role in the death of Chunsey Cunningham in October 2013.  Judge 
R. Lawton McIntosh sentenced Lopez to 13 years for voluntary manslaughter, five years for criminal conspiracy 
and five years for possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime, according to a statement 
from the the Tenth Judicial Circuit. The sentences will run concurrently.   Christian Lopez, Roger Rowland 
and Shawn Johnson, went to meet someone at Skateland in the early morning hours of Oct. 20, 2013, according 
to the solicitor's office.   The defendants made conflicting statements about the reason for the meeting.  "Lopez 
and Rowland got out of the car driven by Michaela Christensen and walked to meet the man who was sitting in a 
car driven by Chunsey Cunningham," according to the statement.  Cunningham - who was not the intended target 
- was shot in the head and died at the scene.  "Everyone fled the scene. None of the guns involved in the shooting 
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were ever recovered, thereby preventing any forensic confirmation of the shooter’s identity," prosecutors say.  
Lopez pleaded guilty in February, but his sentencing was deferred at that time.  

 
 
Oct. 17, 2015 

A Greer man with a long criminal record received a 17-year prison sentence and a $50,000 fine Tuesday for 
multiple drug offenses.  Travis O. Jones, 36, pleaded guilty to second-offense possession of cocaine with intent to 
distribute and second-offense distribution of crack, according to a statement from the 7th Circuit Solicitor's 
Office.   Jones' charges stem from arrests on July 25, 2013 at a Wellford residence and Dec. 3, 2014 at a Greer 
home. In the first case, Jones was caught with five bags of cocaine that weighed 3.21 grams and a digital scale, 
according to the statement. In December, Jones was arrested after selling a confidential police informant .22 
grams of crack cocaine.  Jones will serve 85 percent of the prison sentence before he is eligible for release.  His 
criminal record spans 16 years and includes convictions for assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature, 
assault and battery on police, interfering with officers, false information to police, discharging a firearm in the city 
limits, and multiple drug convictions, according to the statement.  “The tireless work of the Spartanburg County 
Sheriff’s Office Narcotics Unit as well as the Greer Police Narcotics Unit continues to make this community a safer 
place,” Assistant Solicitor Eddie Hunter said in the statement. 

 

 
Oct. 28, 2015 

A former Spartanburg County teacher was sentenced to three years of probation Wednesday after admitting to 
having inappropriate contact with a 14-year-old student in February 2013. Courtney Clark Kay pleaded guilty to 
first degree assault and battery during a hearing Wednesday. Kay admitted during an earlier hearing that she 
touched the victim on school grounds and messaged him about her fantasies. Court records show they exchanged 
more than 3,000 messages. Kay was a science teacher at Spartanburg High School when while having a 
relationship with the student. Kay was originally charged with third-degree criminal sexual conduct with a minor 
in 2013. Kay previously entered a guilty plea on the lesser assault charge but withdrew it in July 2015. She re-
entered a guilty plea on the assault charge on Wednesday. A judge sentenced Kay to five years in prison 
suspended to three years of probation. 

 
Nov. 14, 2015 
 
The Simpsonville Police Department said they were searching for a suspect after two armed robberies on Friday. 
Police said the first armed robbery occurred at the Super Suds Car Wash on Main Street around 8 p.m. A victim 
reported that a black male, age 18-25, around 5'7", 155 lbs, wearing a dark colored jacket and a bandana 
covering his face, approached the victim with a firearm and demanded the victim's wallet. The suspect then 
escaped into the woods, according to police. A second incident occurred around 10 p.m. at another car wash. A 
victim at Car Spa on Main Street stated a suspect matching the first incident pulled into the back of the car wash 
and parked. The suspect then approached the victim, presented a dark colored handgun and told the victim to 
empty his pockets. The victim fought back and was shot, according to police. The victim drove himself to Hillcrest 
Hospital with non-life threatening injuries. Simpsonville Police said the victim grabbed the suspect's arm and 
punched the suspect in the face before being shot. The suspect may have a broken nose. The second victim 
identified the suspect's vehicle as a dark green or blue Nissan Altima. Fountain Inn police chief Keith Morton said 
on Friday a 17-year-old was robbed at gunpoint the Georgia Street car wash by a suspect matching the 
description of the suspect in the Simpsonville robberies."Anytime we have a violent crime it concerns us," 
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Morton said. "We don't have many robberies here."  Morton said another robbery occurred at the Scotchman gas 
station on Fairview Street on Saturday at 9 p.m. Police said two men walked in and robbed the store with guns. 
Both suspects were wearing hoodies and bandanas. No one was injured but a description of one suspect matched 
that of the car wash suspect. Morton said his department is now working alongside Simpsonville police on the 
case. "This concerns us but if anybody can solve it we'll do it," Morton said.  Anyone with any information should 
contact the Simpsonville Police Department at 864-967-9536. 

 
 

 
Nov. 16, 2015 
 

A Chesnee man received an 18-year prison sentence Monday for robbing a convenience store. James A. Elder, 40, 
pleaded guilty to armed robbery. Prosecutors said in a statement that Elder admitted to robbing Carlisle Crossing 
on Parris Bridge Road in April 2015. Elder entered the store, waited for customers to leave and approached the 
counter with one hand wrapped in a blue rag, prosecutors say.  Elder told the clerk a gun was wrapped in the 
towel and demanded money. The clerk opened the cash register and Elder made off with a handful of money 
before fleeing the business parking lot in a truck, but the hold-up was caught on camera, according to a 
statement from the 7th Circuit Solicitor's Office.   A citizen helped Spartanburg County deputies identify Elder as a 
suspect and he was arrested hours later in a wooded area near the intersection of Narrow Bridge and Sandy Ford 
roads.   Deputies recovered the rag the authorities say was used in the robbery, along with money that was 
thought to be taken from the business. Elder, prosecutors said, was still dressed in the same outfit worn during 
the robbery.  Elder will serve at least 15 years before he is eligible for release. Elder's prior criminal record 
included convictions for armed robbery, possession of marijuana and driving under the influence. 

 
 

 
Nov. 20, 2015 
 

A Greenville woman will serve almost 16 years in prison for prostituting a minor.  Doriean Barberi, 37, was 
sentenced Thursday to 188 months in prison for transporting a minor across state lines for prostitution purposes, 
according to a statement from the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia.  Barberi pleaded 
guilty on May 7.  Barberi was first identified by the Virginia Beach Police Department in September 2014 after she 
posted ads on the Internet for herself and a 17-year-old offering their sexual services at a hotel, according to 
court documents.  Barberi and the teen confirmed that they drove into Virginia where they worked in Suffolk 
before moving to Virginia Beach, according to the statement.  “Barberi set up the appointments for the minor 
and the minor gave Barberi all of the money she was paid for having sex with customers. Barberi used the money, 
in part, to promote her aspiring rap music career,” the statement reads. 

 

 
 
Nov. 30, 2015 

The Buncombe County Sheriff’s Office is requesting the public’s assistance in locating a man with outstanding 
warrants for sex crimes.  Frank Edward Gray III, 49, of Candler has been charged with five felony counts of 
second-degree rape, deputies said.  Gray is 6 feet 1 inch tall, while his weight, eye and hair color are unavailable, 
deputies said.   Anyone with information about Gray’s whereabouts is asked to contact the Buncombe County 
Sheriff’s Office at 828-250-6670.    
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Dec. 8, 2015 

The holidays are known as a time for giving, but when several homeowners in Easley woke up to their cars 
ransacked, they realized someone robbed them and they want the suspects caught.   "Total invasion of privacy!" 
said one homeowner in the neighborhood.  That man asked to remain anonymous and said on Monday morning 
he walked outside to his car and could tell it wasn't how he left it. "They really didn't get anything, they ransacked 
a vehicle." The Easley homeowner said his car was left unlocked, but said he has alarms in his carport that are 
activated by motion. "They tried to get in, the alarms went off and evidently scared them out of here." He said his 
neighbors weren't so lucky, and had many items in their cars taken. He said similar crimes happened in his 
neighborhood last year. "People just crazy this time of year I guess because of the holidays trying to get their 
money or whatever." The Pickens County Sheriff's Rick Clark said petty crime increases during the holidays.  "We 
can't stress it enough, we can say it a thousand times, lock your car doors and take the valuables out of it," said 
Sheriff Rick Clark. Clark said locking your cars and home is the biggest deterrent of crime this time of year. He also 
said, don't make it easy for criminals to steal from you.  "If you go to your car do you see gifts hanging out of the 
back seat, or you look in your house and you have a nice patio with a large window and door can you see a lot of 
Christmas gifts there?" said Clark.  Some residents in the neighborhood that was hit, said they leave their 
Christmas lights on when their not home, and Sheriff Clark said using deadbolts on your doors is another way you 
could prevent someone from breaking in.  

 

 
Dec. 10, 2015 
 

A former Greenville County deputy pleaded guilty to misconduct in office and was sentenced on Thursday.  Maj. 
Brendan Shea Smith was terminated for in 2014 for "violation of sheriff's office rules and regulations."  In 
February, 2015, he was charged with two counts of misconduct in office.  The investigation regarding Smith 
began after a suspect in a gambling law violation case, Izzat Khalil, pleaded guilty in 2014.  Smith was believed to 
be involved in the gambling operation with Khalil and another former deputy.  During a hearing Thursday, a judge 
sentenced Smith to 1 year in prison suspended to nine months of probation, a $1,000 fine and 60 hours of 
community service. PREVIOUSLY: Former GCSO deputy charged with misconduct in office Sheriff Loftis speaks out 
on firings after gambling suspect sentenced. 

 

 
 
Dec. 14, 2015 

A man who was arrested in connection with car break-ins at Spartanburg Methodist College that resulted in 
campus police using deadly force was arrested on new charges in Spartanburg County on Monday.  Twenty-year-
old Oliver Chandler was booked into the Spartanburg County Detention Center just after 8 a.m. Monday on 
charges of auto breaking, petit larceny and a fugitive from justice warrant from Cleveland County, NC.  The auto 
breaking and larceny charges stem from Nov. 9. when authorities said Chandler and Delvin Tyrell Simmons, 20, 
broke into a vehicle on the campus of Spartanburg Methodist College. Authorities said Chandler fled on foot and 
Simmons attempted to flee after campus police responded to the break-in, and say that Simmons drove his 
vehicle at an officer who opened fire in self-defense. Simmons was fatally wounded.   Deputies said the charges 
Chandler was arrested on Monday are additional charges in connection to the case. Gaffney police also charged 
Chandler with financial card fraud after investigators said cards stolen in a car breaking at Gardner Webb 
University were used several times in Gaffney. Authorities said Chandler's fugitive warrant is in connection with 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28219585/sled-former-gcso-deputy-charged-with-misconduct-in-office
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26139754/gambling-suspect-says-gcso-knew-about-operation-awaits-sentencing
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26139754/gambling-suspect-says-gcso-knew-about-operation-awaits-sentencing
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the Gardner Webb case.  According to arrest warrants, Chandler is charged with breaking and entering a motor 
vehicle, misdemeanor larceny, and possession of stolen goods. 

 
 
Dec. 16, 2015 
 

The judge declared a mistrial in the case of an officer charged in connection with the death of Freddie Gray after 
the jury failed to reach a verdict following deliberations over the course of three days. William Porter was the 
first of six Baltimore police officers on trial. He was charged with manslaughter, second-degree assault, reckless 
endangerment and misconduct in office. Gray was injured after being taken into police custody and later died.  A 
judge ordered a jury in Baltimore to continue deliberating after they reported Tuesday they had not reached a 
verdict. The jury sent a note to the judge that they were deadlocked one day after they began deliberating.  
Prosecutors argued Porter ignored Gray's pleas for medical help and that Porter, who was driving the police 
transport van, went against department policy by not securing Gray properly in the back of the vehicle.  Gray 
suffered neck and spinal cord injuries while in the back of the van on April 12. That resulting in his death 
one week later after falling into a coma.  Baltimore City Attorney Marilyn Mosby - who said Gray died from being 
handcuffed, shackled and unrestrained - ruled the death a homicide and charged the officers on May. Prosecutors 
must now decide whether to try Porter again. 

Dec. 17, 2015 

A jury found a Ware Shoals man guilty in what a prosecutor called a "criminal rampage."  In July 2015, 23-year-old 
Terrance O'Neil Frazier was arrested after stealing a truck from a customer at the Chick-Fil-A drive-thru on 72 
Bypass. Frazier then crashed the truck at Frank's Car Wash on Montague Avenue before stealing a second vehicle 
that was being cleaned.  Frazier then passed a woman in traffic who he claimed owed him money and he chased 
her down in the stolen vehicle. The woman ran inside a local business and locked the doors until authorities 
arrived on scene.  After arresting Frazier, officers found approximately 20 grams of methamphetamine in his 
pocket.  On Thursday, the solicitor's office announced a jury found Frazier guilty of use of a vehicle without 
permission with intent to deprive, breaking and entering into a motor vehicle, leaving the scene of an accident, 
grand larceny over $10,000 and trafficking in methamphetamine.  Frazier was sentenced to 20 years in prison and 
he will have to serve at least 85 percent of the sentence before he is eligible for release. The trafficking 
methamphetamine charge counts as a strike under South Carolina's three-strikes law. 

 

 

 
Dec. 18, 2015 

 
A boyish-looking entrepreneur who became the new face of corporate greed when he jacked up the price of a 
lifesaving drug fiftyfold was led away in handcuffs by the FBI on unrelated fraud charges Thursday in a scene that 
left more than a few Americans positively gleeful.  Martin Shkreli, a 32-year-old former hedge fund manager and 
relentless self-promoter who has called himself "the world's most eligible bachelor" on Twitter, was arrested in a 
gray hoodie and taken into federal court in Brooklyn, where he pleaded not guilty. He was released on $5 million 
bail.  If convicted, he could get up to 20 years in prison. He left court without speaking to reporters. His attorneys 
had no immediate comment.  Hours later, Shkreli tweeted: "Glad to be home. Thanks for the support."  Online, 
many people took delight in his arrest, calling him a greedy, arrogant "punk" who gave capitalism a bad name and 
got what was coming to him. Some cracked jokes about lawyers jacking up their hourly fees 5,000 percent to 
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defend him in his hour of need.  Prosecutors said that between 2009 and 2014, Shkreli lost some of his hedge 
fund investors' money through bad trades, then looted Retrophin, a pharmaceutical company where he was CEO, 
for $11 million to pay back his disgruntled clients.  Shkreli "engaged in multiple schemes to ensnare investors 
through a web of lies and deceit," U.S. Attorney Robert Capers said in a statement.  Shkreli was charged with 
securities fraud and conspiracy. A second defendant, lawyer Evan Greebel, of Scarsdale, New York, was charged 
with conspiracy and also pleaded not guilty.  A spokesman for Shkreli released a statement saying he denies the 
charges and "expects to be fully vindicated."  "It is no coincidence that these charges, the result of investigations 
which have been languishing for considerable time, have been filed at the same time of Shkreli's high-profile, 
controversial and yet unrelated activities," said spokesman Craig Stevens.  In September, Shkreli was widely 
vilified after a drug company he founded, Turing Pharmaceuticals, spent $55 million for the U.S. rights to sell a 
medicine called Daraprim and promptly raised the price from $13.50 to $750 per pill.  The 62-year-old drug is the 
only approved treatment for toxoplasmosis, a rare parasitic disease that mainly strikes pregnant women, cancer 
patients and AIDS patients.  The move sparked outrage on the presidential campaign trail and helped prompt a 
Capitol Hill hearing on drug prices. Headlines called the Brooklyn-born Shkreli such thing as "America's most 
hated man," the "drug industry's villain" and "biotech's bad boy" - and those were just some of the more 
printable names.  Hillary Clinton called it price-gouging and said the company's behavior was "outrageous." 
Donald Trump called Shkreli "a spoiled brat." Bernie Sanders returned a donation from Shkreli.  Prosecutors said 
the investigation that led to Shkreli's arrest dated back to last year, before the furor over the drug-price increase.  
Shkreli defended the increase by saying that insurance and other programs would enable patients to get the drug 
and that the profits would help fund research into new treatments.  But he also made an unapologetic business-
is-business argument for the price jump. In fact, he recently said he probably should have raised it more.  "No one 
wants to say it, no one's proud of it, but this is a capitalist society, a capitalist system and capitalist rules," he said 
in an interview at the Forbes Healthcare Summit this month. "And my investors expect me to maximize profits, 
not to minimize them or go half or go 70 percent but to go to 100 percent of the profit curve."  Amid the uproar, 
Shkreli said Turing would cut the price of Daraprim. Last month, however, Turing reneged. Instead, the company 
is reducing what it charges hospitals for Daraprim by as much as 50 percent.  While most patients' copayments 
will be $10 or less a month, insurance companies will be stuck with the bulk of the tab, potentially driving up 
future treatment and insurance costs.  On Thursday, Robert Weissman, president of the watchdog group Public 
Citizen, said Shkreli got "a deserved comeuppance."  "Al Capone was brought down for tax evasion, but he 
committed many worse crimes," Weissman said. "So if Shkreli's arrested for securities violations, it's a 
comparable justice."  Shkreli is known as a prolific user of Twitter and often livestreams his work day over the 
Internet, inviting people to chat with him at his desk. He refers to those who follow him online as his "fans."  
Recently it emerged that he bought the only copy of a Wu-Tang Clan album titled "Once Upon a Time in Shaolin," 
which the hip-hop group sold on the condition that it not be released publicly. He said he paid $2 million.  The 
FBI's New York office said on Twitter that agents did not seize Shkreli's album. Said Capers, the chief federal 
prosecutor: "We're not aware of how he raised the funds to buy the Wu-Tang album."  Last month, Shkreli was 
named chairman and CEO of KaloBios Pharmaceuticals after buying a majority stake in the struggling cancer drug 
developer. After his arrest, its stock fell by more than half Thursday before trading in the company was 
suspended.  Associated Press writers Larry Neumeister and Jennifer Peltz in New York and Linda A. Johnson in 
Trenton, New Jersey, contributed to this report. 

 
Dec. 28, 2015 
 

A Spartanburg man received a 30-year prison sentence on Monday after he admitted to shooting another man to 
death from a dispute over a go-cart.  Keylan D. McClintock, 21, pleaded guilty to murder in the killing of 33-year-
old Donald Travis Harper, prosecutors say.  Sheriff’s deputies found the Greer man unconscious about 7:50 p.m. 
Sept. 5, 2014 in the front yard of an East Poinsett Street Extension home with multiple gunshot wounds.  Harper 
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was rushed to Spartanburg Medical Center where he died from his injuries. Several witnesses at the crime scene 
said the violence stemmed from a dispute over a go-cart, prosecutors say.  McClintock will serve every day of the 
prison sentence. He is not eligible for parole or early release. 

 
 

Dec. 30, 2015 
 

An Upstate man will spend the rest of his life in prison after he was found guilty in the killing of his ex-girlfriend 
on Wednesday.  Sylvester Keejaun King was charged with murder and weapons offenses after investigators said 
he stabbed 42-year-old Janice Hackett multiple times in the head and neck inside her home on Rangeview Circle 
in March 2014. Deputies said they were later called to the home after receiving 911 calls about a possible 
shooting victim. Deputies said they arrived to find Hackett dead. King was later arrested at an address in 
Spartanburg County. A jury found King guilty of murder on Wednesday. He was sentenced to life in prison without 
parole. READ MORE: Family of Greenville woman stabbed to death speak at suspect's hearing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24991120/woman-found-dead-after-911-call-about-a-shooting-in-greenvill-co

