
  

 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Community Issues 

                           Report 
 

 

 

THIRD QUARTER 2015 
 

 
 

 

 

                                                      Meredith Corporation 

WHNS FOX Carolina 

 

                                                 10/1/15 
 

 

 
 

 

 



  

 2 

Meredith Corporation 
WHNS Fox Carolina 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 
7/01/15 – 9/30/15 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Consumer Health & Safety 
An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live healthy and safe 
lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 
for personal safety. 

 
 

Education 
A concern about the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

Interest in improving student's quality of education. 
 
 

Environment 
A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 
 

Government 
An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 
 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 
An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on our communities 

 
 

Quality of Life 
An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten 
O’clock Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our 
ascertained issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as 
otherwise reported).   
 
The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed 
under the appropriate issue. 
 
WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as 
needed to inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THRID QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 
(airs weekly) 
 
Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain and improve your 
home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps everyone from the experienced do-it-
yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 

 
PSA’s Aired: American Heart Association, Domestic Violence “No More” campaign, Vaccine Awareness, 
Children’s Oral Health 

 
 
 
July 2, 2015 
 

The Greenville City Fire Department and State Fire Marshal’s Office have released some rules and safety 
guidelines concerning the use of fireworks and are urging citizens to stay safe as they celebrate 
Independence Day. “Ideally, we would like for our residents to take advantage of the opportunity to 
attend the Wells Fargo Red, White and Blue festival and enjoy one of the state’s largest professional 
fireworks displays, rather than using fireworks themselves,” said Will Broscious, GCFD’s community risk 
reduction coordinator. “However, because we realize that some of our citizens will choose to use 
consumer fireworks, we encourage them to make informed purchases and to take the appropriate 
precautions to keep themselves and their loved ones safe.” Broscious said fireworks cannot be sold to 
children under 16, they cannot be sold from a tent or vehicle, and all fireworks stands must be 
inspected by the State Fire Marshal's Office. All consumer fireworks must not exceed 50 milligrams of 
pyrotechnic composition per firework, so fireworks such as M-80s and Cherry Bombs are illegal, 
Broscious said. Illegal fireworks and illegally purchased fireworks may be confiscated by law 
enforcement.The State Fire Marshal’s Office also released the following fireworks safety tips: Observe 
local laws. If unsure whether it is legal to use fireworks, check with local officials. Buy from fireworks 
retailers permitted through the Fire Marshal’s Office. Store fireworks in a cool, dry place. Always have 
an adult present when shooting fireworks. Use common sense and always read and follow the 
directions on each firework. Never point or throw fireworks at another person. Only use fireworks 
outdoors, away from homes, dry grass, and trees. Light one firework at a time and keep a safe distance. 
Never experiment or attempt to make your own fireworks. Never give fireworks to small children. Never 
carry fireworks in your pocket. Never shoot fireworks in metal or glass containers. Never place any part 
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of your body directly over a fireworks device when lighting the fuse. Back up to a safe distance 
immediately after lighting fireworks. Never re-ignite malfunctioning fireworks. Put used fireworks in a 
bucket of water; keep a garden hose on hand. Broscious said the National Fire Protection Association 
data shows that thousands of people, most often children and teens, are injured while using consumer 
fireworks each July. The data also states fireworks cause an estimated 20,000 fires per year. “Even 
sparklers burn hot enough to cause third-degree burns,” Broscious said. “So rather than taking a 
chance, we strongly advise our citizens to play it safe and let the experts handle the fireworks show.”  

 
 

July 10, 2015 

Mosquito season has begun in the Upstate and as more of us begin to spend more time outdoors, 
Consumer Reports has released the results of their first-ever bug repellent test.  Through a lab test using 
more than 200 mosquitoes, Consumer Reports found that the most effective bug repellents no longer 
contain DEET, a popular ingredient that has been the topic of debate over its safety and its side effects.  
Instead, they found repellents with milder, plant-like ingredients performed better at repelling both 
mosquitoes and ticks.  The two top performers include Sawyer's Fisherman's Formula, whose active 
ingredient is 20 percent picaridin and Repel Lemon Eucalyptus, which contains 30 percent oil lemon 
eucalyptus.  Others, which earned a “recommended” rating include Repel Scented Family with 15 
percent DEET and OFF! Deepwoods VIII with 25 percent DEET.  Doctors recommend not using a 
repellent with an active ingredient higher than 30 percent, but say repellents are safe for kids 2 months 
of age and older.  Dr. Stephen Jones, a pediatrician at Parkside Pediatrics said parents should avoid 
putting bug repellent on kid's hands and avoid getting it in their eyes.  "You know one of thing some 
parents will do is they'll take their kids clothes off, spray their clothes down and then go ahead and put 
their clothes on afterwards, to avoid spraying it directly on their skin."  As for keeping mosquitoes and 
ticks away from your home and out of your yard, Billy Scales, co-owner of Mosquito Squad in Greenville, 
said there are services available to keep bugs at bay.  He said at the very least, homeowners should try 
to get rid of any standing water on their property.  “In one bottle cap of water say a water bottle cap, 
3,000 mosquitoes can be hatched and born out of that much standing water,” said Scales. 

 
 

July 11, 2015 
 

Greenville Health Systems will be offering free health screenings Saturday, May 16 to any Greenville, 
Laurens, or Oconee County resident 18 and over, without health insurance.  The free health screenings 
will be held at the Kroc Center, 424 Westfield St, in Greenville, from 8 a.m. to noon.  Those who sign up 
can expect to be screened in two parts, according to Jennifer Snow, the director of the Accountable 
Communities Department at GHS.  "Individuals that get screened that day will have some results, so 
their weight, height, BMI (their body mass index), and then the clinical screenings that have to go to the 
lab will be mailed to their home," said Snow.  Snow said the clinical screening will test for cholesterol 
levels, triglycerides, diabetes and blood pressure.  She said the whole process only takes 15 minutes.  
The event is free, but Snow recommends anyone interested call to reserve a spot, as spots are limited. 
You can sign up by calling toll-free 1-877-447-4636 or emailing healthscreen@ghs.org. 

 

 

mailto:healthscreen@ghs.org
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July 20, 2015 
 

The Spartanburg County Fire Chief's Association released some fireworks statistics ahead of 
Independence Day weekend, urging people to be careful when using fireworks.  “Fireworks can be very 
dangerous, even deadly”, says Chief John Alley. “Even a simple sparkler burns at around 1,200 degrees, 
which is hot enough to cause third-degree burns to your children's hands.”  According to the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), in 2013, an estimated 11,400 people were treated in US hospitals for 
fireworks related injuries. Children age four and under are at the highest risk for injury, with children 
10-14 in second place, according to news release.  Firefighters said two out of every five fires on July 4 
each year are caused by fireworks.  In 2011, the NFPA reported 17,800 fires as a result of fireworks. 
1,200 of which were structure fires. Those fires claimed the lives of eight people and racked up more 
than $32 million in property damage.  Firefighters said the danger of consumer fireworks has grown in 
recent years, prompting the NFPA to stand out against the use of consumer fireworks and urge people 
to enjoy fireworks at public displays put on by trained professionals.  The Spartanburg County Fire 
Chief's Association also recommends leaving fireworks to the professionals.  “One mistake can cause an  
injury to yourself of a loved one,” Alley said. “If you choose to use fireworks, ensure all spectators are 
well clear of the launch area.”  Lastly firefighters said to never mix alcohol and fireworks, because the 
combination could be deadly. 

 
 

Aug. 1, 2015 
 

Former Carolina Panthers players and Jimmy Wallace, a USA Football Master Trainer, helped educate 
youth football players about health and safety during the USA Football’s 2015 Protection Tour at 
Wofford College Saturday.  The one-day training camp event featured information about concussion 
safety, instruction on safe tackling, hydration needs, and other safety techniques. 

 
 

Aug. 17, 2015 
 

Cars speeding through school zones is exactly what the Greenville County Sheriff's Office and the 
Greenville Police Department will be looking for on the first day of school.  "We've had summer traffic 
going through those school zones throughout the summer and those lights aren't there," said 
Johnathan Smith with the Greenville County Sheriff's Office.  He said the entire traffic unit will be out 
patrolling," conducting traffic enforcement, speeding, other moving violations, most importantly we're 
trying to ensure the safety of the students." Smith said the students crossing the street are their biggest 
concern.  "We have students that will be out at bus stops, the busses are going to be out running their 
routes again," said Smith. Stopping for school busses is an issue both deputies and police want drivers 
to be aware of.  "During road rage incidents people don't really notice that there's a school bus stop 
sign out and they pass another car and end up passing a school bus," said Johnathan Bragg with the 
Greenville Police Department. Officers said if you are on a two lane road and you are behind or 
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approaching a school bus you have to stop. and for four lane roads... "if it's a divided median you don't 
have to stop, if you're approaching the bus from the opposite direction you have to slow down," said 
Smith.  And Bragg said there's more than just kids and busses to look out for. "Tthe crossing guards will 
be there as well helping kids get across the street," said Bragg.  Both agencies said with so much to 
watch out for, it's best to keep your focus on the road. "Don't have your attention diverted to 
something else... that is the most important thing that those kids get to school safely and have a safe 
school year," said Smith. 

 
 

Aug. 31, 2015 
 

Bonduelle USA has recalled 9,335 cases of frozen corn that could be contaminated with Listeria 
monocytogenes.   The frozen cut corn was distributed to stores in North Carolina, as well as New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Vermont, Massachusetts, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Maryland, Virginia, 
Florida, Mississippi and Louisiana.  Listeria infection can cause serious and sometimes deadly infections 
in children, elderly people and others with weakened immune systems. Listeria infection can also cause 
high fever, severe headache, stiffness, nausea, abdominal pain and diarrhea, as well as miscarriages and 
stillbirths in pregnant women.  The affected frozen cut corn was distributed in poly bags under the 
following labels and codes:  WYLWOOD Super Sweet Whole Kernel Corn, NET WT. 16 OZ (1 LB), UPC 
051933002401, Codes: Best By June 2017 K51564 and K51574;  MARKET BASKET Cut Corn, NET WT. 16 
OZ. (1 LB.), UPC 049705693414, Code: Best By June 2017 K51574;  Bountiful Harvest WHOLE KERNEL 
CUT CORN, NET WT. 40 OZ. (2.5 LBS.), UPC 822486120597, Code: Best By June 2017 K51574;  WEST 
CREEK FROZEN VEGETABLES Cut Corn, NET WT. 2.5 LBS., UPC 00806795285239 Code: Best By June 2017 
K51574.  The company has not received any complaints and is not aware of any illnesses associated with 
the product as of Monday night. 

 
 

Sept. 2, 2015 
 

Cynthia Mace said her eyes are red and irritated.  That's what happened to her this week, so she went 
to see an allergist at the Allergic Disease and Asthma Center in Spartanburg. "I really enjoy being 
outside," Mace said. "I help my daughter with her horses and I have a garden." But lately, when she's 
been outside, she's noticed something different with her breathing. "The intensity of the heat is crazy," 
she said. "And you're puffing and huffing and it's like you can't catch your breath." Dr. Emmanuel 
Sarmiento is an allergist at the Allergic Disease and Asthma Center. He said Mace is having a reaction to 
the heat and air quality. "It gets irritating to the respiratory passages," Sarmiento said. State health 
officials with the Department of Health and Environmental Control issued an orange ozone alert on 
Wednesday for counties in the Upstate. An orange alert is issued when unhealthy ozone levels form and 
react to chemicals from car exhausts, as well as polluted air on hot, sunny days. "The sensitive groups 
are really the young children, the elderly and people who suffer from any respiratory illness like asthma, 
emphysema, COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease)," Sarmiento said. And when the ozone 
levels are high, Sarmiento said he sees more patients with the same symptoms as Mace. "People may 
have symptoms like coughing, wheezing," Sarmiento said. He said parents should also pay close 
attention to their children because of the heat. "Their lungs are not mature, they're still growing and 
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developing. So, really and truly they could have a lot of irritation," he said. "So here's a tip, on a hot 
sunny day when there's no wind, stay indoors." 

 

 
 
Sept. 16, 2015 

Greenville Zoo staff will conduct an emergency drill at 8:30 a.m. Thursday. The training exercise 
scenario, done in conjunction with the Greenville City Fire Department, will be an injury to a staff 
member, according to a statement from the zoo. "The Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), which 
is the Greenville Zoo’s accrediting association, requires that live-action emergency drills be conducted 
once a year for each of four basic types of emergency: fire; weather/environment appropriate to the 
region; injury to staff or a visitor and animal escape," according to the statement.  The training will last 
about 30 minutes. The zoo will open at its regular time of 9 a.m. Thursday. 

 

 

 

Sept. 21, 2015 

The S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) opened the doors of its Greenville 
and Spartanburg county health departments for a third day Monday to provide post-exposure 
treatment to people who might have been exposed to hepatitis A at two Hardee's restaurants in 
Spartanburg County.   The restaurants are located at 12209 Greenville Highway in Lyman and 1397 E. 
Main St. in Duncan, according to DHEC.  Almost 2,400 people had received post-exposure treatment for 
hepatitis A as of Monday afternoon.  The Spartanburg and Greenville county health departments will 
again offer post-exposure treatments from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday.  Customers and staff who had 
food or a drink at the restaurants between Aug. 31 and Sept. 15, 2015, and Sept. 1 and Sept. 13, 2015, 
could have been exposed to the hepatitis A virus.  "Our primary concern is protecting the health and 
safety of the community. If you did not eat at these restaurants during these dates, you are not at risk 
and do not need to receive post-exposure treatment. However, if you did eat at these restaurants 
during these dates you might be at risk of exposure," Dr. Anna-Kathryn Rye, medical consultant in 
DHEC's Bureau of Disease Control, said in the statement  Rye recommended that customers and staff 
who as of Monday ate at the Lyman-area restaurant between Sept. 7 and Sept. 15, 2015, or the 
Duncan-area restaurant between Sept. 7 and Sept. 13, 2015, should receive post-exposure treatment 
for hepatitis A. The agency warns anyone who ate at these Hardee's restaurants between these dates 
should watch for symptoms of infection, such as nausea, vomiting, and jaundice, which is yellowing of 
the eyes and skin. Seek medical care if symptoms develop.  According to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), Hepatitis A is a highly contagious liver infection. The federal agency said the best way to 
prevent the infection is through a vaccination.  The CDC on its website lists signs and symptoms of 
infection include: 
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Sept. 25, 2015 

The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control announced that a women's health 
clinic in Greenville will remain open after an investigation revealed violations last month.  On Aug. 18, 
Governor Nikki Haley requested for DHEC to investigate several abortion clinics currently operating in 
the state. One of the clinics was Greenville Women's Clinic on Grove Road.  Following onsite inspections 
between Aug. 31 and Sept, 4, DHEC issued an Administrative Order of Suspension for Greenville 
Women's Clinic. Violations included, "non-compliance with the Woman's Right to Know Act, incomplete 
medical record documentation, and improper infectious waste disposal practices."  DHEC said the 
facility was at risk of closing if it failed to meet the terms of the order by Sept. 28.  On Friday, Jennifer 
Read, the chief communications officer for DHEC said Greenville Women's Clinic met the terms of the 
order, meaning the order will be lifted and will not go into effect.  Read said the clinic submitted two 
plans of correction in response to DHEC's investigative and routine inspection reports. The clinic also 
paid all fines and submitted proof of staff training, she said.  DHEC said they will be making an 
unannounced follow-up inspection at the clinic in the near future to ensure compliance. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/30011438/dhec-takes-action-after-investigation-of-abortion-clinics
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/30011438/dhec-takes-action-after-investigation-of-abortion-clinics
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PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 

 
 

Problem/Need:  JOBS, ECONOMY, GROWTH 
 
 

July 1, 2015 
 

Jobs seekers will have the opportunity to apply for work on Tuesday during three area job fairs.  Thomas 
Industrial Services and CLP Trueblue Energy & Industrial will hose a recruitment event at SC Works 
Tuesday located on 133 Wilmac Road in Gaffney.  Thomas Industrial Services starts at 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  They are recruiting for Industrial Service Technician and Industrial Service Operator.  CLP Trueblue 
Energy & Industrial starts at 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 1:00 p.m. They are looking to fill 40 solar 
construction position for the Shelby, York, and Kings Mountain area. The positions included:  Laborers  
Journeymen Electricians Electrician helpers Machine Operators  Comfort Keepers will host their 
recruitment event for personal assistants on Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on 220 East Kennedy 
Street in Spartanburg.  Requirements include: A minimum of 6 months experience as a personal 
caregiver, preferred but not required . Shifts available are 2nd, 3rd, and weekend. Full-time and part-
time positions are also available. High School Diploma or equivalent. Minimum salary is $8.25 per hour 
Drug, background, reference and driver recorded check. All applicants must be registered at 
SCWORKS.org and must receive a referral to attend the event. 

 

 
July 9, 2015 
 

Clemson University officials are working to find a new baseball head coach after news of Jack Leggett's 
termination.  On June 4, the university's director of athletics announced they were parting ways with 
Leggett after 22 of service as head coach.   “Jack has meant so much over the last 22 years as a head 
coach at Clemson that I could not do justice to his impact on our program,” said Dan Radakovich, 
Clemson's director of athletics. “Many players have been beneficiaries of Jack's leadership and service, 
and for that Clemson will always be grateful.”  Radakovich said the athletic department is actively 
searching for Leggett's successor and multiple media outlets are reporting that Monte Lee, baseball 
coach for College of Charleston, will interview for the position.  Thirty-eight-year-old Lee is 275-145 in 
seven season and under his direction, College of Charleston has appeared in four NCAA tournaments.  
Media outlets are reporting that an athletic department source confirmed Lee will interview for the 
head baseball coach position on Friday. PREVIOUSLY: Former Clemson baseball coach Leggett releases 
statement 

 

 

http://scworks.org/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29239731/jack-leggett-out-as-clemson-baseball-coach
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29239731/jack-leggett-out-as-clemson-baseball-coach
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July 17, 2015 
 

Hiring agents will hold job fairs across the Upstate Friday to fill openings in the retail, logistics and 
textile industries.  BI-LO will be collecting applications and conducting on-site interviews for part-time 
positions available at supermarkets in the Greer area. The hiring event will be held from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the BI-LO at 1365 West Wade Hampton Boulevard.  J. Grady Randolph Hauling Specialists are inviting 
Class-A CDL drivers to attend a job fair and open house at the company's office in Piedmont. The 
company is looking to hire flatbed drivers. The hiring event will be from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and 7 
a.m. to 11 a.m. on Saturday at 315 South Old Piedmont Highway  SC Works will be collecting 
applications for textile machine operators Friday morning at the Laurens County Library. The hiring 
event will be held from 9 a.m. to noon at 1017 West Main Street in Laurens. 

 
 
 
 
 
July 22, 2015 
 

Several Upstate companies will be looking to hire workers for a variety of positions and fields in job fairs 
Wednesday.  Greenville  Numerous companies will be present at a job fair at the SC Works McAlister 
Square office in Greenville. The job fair will be from 9 a.m. to noon at 225 South. Pleasantburg Drive.  
The following companies will be hiring the positions listed:  Remedy Intelligent: CNC Operators, Forklift 
Operators, Inspection, Production Supervisors  Columbia Farms: Poultry Processors American Securities: 
Security Guards Job Impulse: Machine operators, Production, Warehouse, Assembly  Corporate 
Resource Staffing: Production Line Coordinators Dial America: Customer Service Representatives 
Summit Janitorial: Janitorial Supervisors, Janitorial staff Staff One Plus: CDL Drivers, CNA, Construction 
Workers, Forklift Operators, RN, Welders Olive Garden: Server, Dishwasher, Host/Hostess Spinx: 
Customer Service Representatives  Spartanburg  SMX Staffing will be at the SC Works Spartanburg office 
to recruit warehouse associates for Amazon.com's Spartanburg facility. The hiring event will be from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at 220 East Kennedy Street.  Clemson  First Quality Tissue in Clemson is hiring Process 
Operators - Paper, Process Operators - Converting, Warehouse Specialists, Utilities Technicians, and 
Paper/Converting Maintenance Technicians. The company will host a hiring event Wednesday at the 
Clemson SC Works Center on Tiger Boulevard from 9 a.m. to noon.  Newberry  Staffmasters will be at 
the Newberry County SC Works office looking to hire manufacturing production technicians. Applicants 
must arrive by 10 a.m. at 833 Main Street, Newberry. 

 
 
 
July 25, 2015 
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Publix Super Markets announced the chain is hiring for positions in stores across the Upstate.  The job 
fair, held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on June 25 through June 27, aims at filling available positions in all 
departments. Publix said full-time and part-time positions are available at Publix stores in Greenville, 
Mauldin, Simpsonville, Greer, Taylors, Duncan and Spartanburg.  The three-day hiring event is being 
held at the Publix on Woodruff Road. A store spokesperson said walk-ins are welcome, but 
appointments can be scheduled online for on-the-spot interviews. 

 
July 29, 2015 
 

Sea Pro Boats will invest a $5.5 million to build a new manufacturing facility in Newberry County that is 
expected to create 238 new jobs, according to a news release from Gov. Nikki Haley’s office.  The 
Newberry County facility will be a 200,000-square-foot building on Highway 121 in Whitmire that will 
house the company’s headquarters and manufacturing operations.  The company was founded in South 
Carolina in 1987 and purchased by the Brunswick Corporation in 2005.  One of the company’s original 
founders and a new partner are planning to relaunch the brand with “The Next Wave” of boats that will 
be built at the Newberry plant.  “We’re excited to celebrate the return of one of our own companies 
and one of the most recognized brands in the boating industry,” Gov.. Haley said. “Sea Pro’s $5.5 million 
investment and the 238 new jobs it will create are not only a milestone for the company but also a huge 
win for our Midlands community and the entire state of South Carolina.”  The plant is expected to be in 
operation by the end of 2015.  Sea Pro’s Next Wave boats will be on sale in 2016. 

 

 

 
 
 
Aug. 10, 2015 
 

Dollar Tree has finalized plans to build a distribution center that will create 400 new jobs at an industrial 
park owned by both Cherokee and Spartanburg Counties, Gov. Nikki Haley announced Monday.  Haley 
said Dollar Tree was making a $104.4 million investment in the area.  Spartanburg and Cherokee 
Counties agreed on an incentives deal with the retailer in June.  The regional distribution center will be 
built at Upstate Corporate Park off Mouth Olive Road , which lies in both Spartanburg and Cherokee 
counties.  Click here to view a list of Dollar Tree logistics jobs available. 

 

 

 
 
Aug. 13, 2015 
 

The Charles Lea Center will host a job fair from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m, on Thursday at its main office, located at 
195 Burdette Street in Spartanburg.  Officials are hoping to fill immediate openings for all shifts, 
including weekends and nights for direct support staff needed in the Spartanburg, Woodruff, Cowpens 

http://www.dollartree.com/custserv/custserv.jsp?pageName=LogisticsCareers&parentName=Careers
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and the Landrum areas. A work skill instructor is needed in Inman. There also are second and third shift 
openings in the Cowpens area for LPNs. At the main office, officials are looking to hire maintenance 
technicians, an HR recruiter and a behavior analyst.  Officials said candidates must come dressed and 
prepared for an interview and bring proof of education, a social security card, and have a valid driver’s 
license.   The Charles Lea Center is a nonprofit agency that provides residential care, training, job 
opportunities and recreational activities to more than 1,500 Spartanburg County residents with 
disabilities and special needs, according to a news release. 

 

Aug. 20, 2015 

Greenville County Schools will host a job fair for bus drivers and bus aides from 5 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
July 28 at Mauldin High School.   Applicants can apply online at the job fair.  Bus drivers earn $13 per 
hour and no experience is needed.   Training will be provided for bus aides whose starting pay is $9.32 
per hour.    Benefits will be provided, including health and dental, retirement, pension, sick leave, and 
free life insurance for employees who work at least 30 hours per week, according to a news release. 

 

 

Aug. 28, 2015 

KING Automation is expanding its Spartanburg County operations by relocating to a new, larger facility 
in Roebuck.  The $4 million investment is expected to create 80 new jobs by 2020, according to a news 
release from Gov. Nikki Haley’s office.  According to a news release, KING Automation “specializes in the 
design, development and deployment of manufacturing projects for the automotive industry; 
automated warehousing to serve logistics expansion; and other related engineering services to 
industry.”  The company is relocating from its current space in Greer to a more than 80,000-square-foot 
heavy manufacturing facility on Stone Station Road in Roebuck.  Hiring for the 80 new positions is 
expected to begin in fall 2015. Potential applicants can visit www.king-automation.com. 

 

 

Sept. 16, 2015 
 

Rite Aid announced it will host a job fair to begin hiring full-time employees for a new Southeast 
Distribution Center near Boiling Springs.  The event will be at Spartanburg Community College's Tyger 
River campus on East Main Street in Duncan from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Sept. 22 and Sept. 23.  Benefits 
include medical, dental, vision retirement and more for full-time employees.  Rite Aid said applicants 
must be 18-years-old with a  high school diploma or GED, legally eligible to work in the U.S., lift up to 50 
lbs., and submit to background checks and drug screenings.  Jobseekers should register prior to the 
event at sctechjobs.com 
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Sept. 17, 2015 
 

DRÄXLMAIER is expanding manufacturing plant in Spartanburg County with a $35 million dollar 
investment that is expected to create nearly 100 new jobs.  DRÄXLMAIER is one of the world’s top 
automotive suppliers and manufactures interiors and plastic components for automobiles at its plant in 
Duncan. The Duncan plant opened in 1998 and currently employs nearly 1,000 people.  The new 
expansion is expected to create an additional 94 positions over the next five years at the Duncan plant, 
Spartanburg County officials announced Wednesday.  The expansion involves building a new 184,000-
square-foot production and logistics building and making upgrades to the plant’s current facilities and 
equipment.  The expansion at the plant, located on East Main Street in Duncan, is expected to be 
completed in late 2016.  DRÄXLMAIER is already accepting applications for some of the new positions.  
Click here to visit the company’s careers page online.  

 

 

Sept. 22, 2015 
 

Greenville Health System’s proposed $2.2 billion operating budget for 2016 would create 564 jobs 
and no room rate increases or system-wide price increases, the hospital system announced Tuesday.  
The GHS Planning and Finance Committee approved the budget on Tuesday. It must also be approved 
by the GHS Board of Trustees. Board members are expected to discuss the budget at a meeting on Sept. 
29.  “Integration and innovation are key to not only surviving but thriving in today’s rapidly changing 
healthcare environment. Thanks to managers, physicians and staff who continue to work together to 
balance the future and strategic priorities of our health system with the current needs of the 
organization, GHS is well positioned to meet the healthcare needs of our community in FY2016,”  GHS 
President and CEO Mike Riordan is quoted in the statement.  The hospital system now employs 15,000 
people.  New hires would include nurses, physicians and mid-level providers, as well as other clinical 
and support staff, according to the statement.  “Most of the new positions will be to provide increased 
access for both primary care and specialty care within Greenville County as well as surrounding 
counties. They include physicians, nurses, medical assistants and clerical staff,” said Doug Dorman, vice 
president of human resources at GHS.    Previously approved projects total $219.7 million for the 2016 
fiscal year include several long-term projects, such as patient room renovations and infrastructure 
upgrades for Marshall I. Pickens Hospital and the continued implementation of Epic, the GHS electronic 
medical record and revenue cycle system.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.draexlmaier.us/usa/career.html
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 

Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 
 
Description: 
Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

 

PSA’s Aired: SC Air National Guard (Flood, Storm, Fire) 

 

 

 
July 24, 2015 
 

Pickens County deputies are investigating a burglary at the home of SC Sen. Larry Martin, the senator 
said Friday morning.  The burglary happened sometime between Thursday night and Friday morning at 
Martin’s home on Jayme Lane.  Martin said someone broke into a screened porch located on the back 
of his home and stole a flat screen TV that was mounted on a wall.  The thieves also tried to enter doors 
and windows to get inside the home but could not because the doors and windows were locked, Martin 
said.  Martin said he did not know who may have been responsible but said the Pickens County Sheriff’s 
Office’s forensics department collected fingerprints and other evidence from the scene.  Chief Deputy 
Creed Hashe with the Pickens County Sheriff's Office said the porch was left unlocked.  Hashe said 
deputies are also investigating a separate incident in the neighborhood in which items were stolen from 
five unlocked vehicles parked outside a home. 

 

 

July 25, 2015 
 

Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx said Friday the government has opened a price-gouging 
investigation involving five airlines that allegedly raised airfares in the Northeast after a deadly Amtrak 
crash in Philadelphia in May disrupted rail service.  The Transportation Department sent letters on 
Friday to Delta, American, United, Southwest and JetBlue airlines seeking information on their prices 
before and after the May 12 train crash.  Among the routes the department asked airlines for price 
information on were flights to certain Northeast destinations from Dulles International Airport and 
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Reagan National Airport near Washington, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Philadelphia 
International Airport, three New York area airports - Newark, John F. Kennedy, and LaGuardia, Logan 
International Airport in Boston; MacArthur Airport-Long Island in New York, Green Airport in Rhode 
Island., and Bradley International Airport in Connecticut.  "The idea that any business would seek to 
take advantage of stranded rail passengers in the wake of such a tragic event  is unacceptable," Foxx 
said.  The department is exploring whether the price hikes violated federal regulations prohibiting 
airlines from engaging in unfair and deceptive practices. The letters to airlines explain that generally a 
practice is "unfair" if it "causes or is likely to cause substantial injury to consumers," cannot be 
reasonably avoided by consumers and "is not outweighed by countervailing benefits to consumer or 
competition."  The investigation was prompted in part by a May 19 letter from Sen. Christopher 
Murphy, D-Conn., who complained to the Obama administration that some airlines had increased fares 
to as high as $2,300 following the train crash.  However, he also noted that some airlines "self-corrected 
after I initially expressed concern."  "I was glad to see that after their $2,300 flight raised eyebrows, 
Delta Air Lines announced that it would make every effort to accommodate passengers affected by the 
service outage along Amtrak's lines in the Northeast," he said. On Friday, Delta was charging $428 for a 
same-day, one-way fare from LaGuardia to Reagan National.  Delta spokesman Trebor Banstetter said 
the airline didn't raise fares after the train crash and that the $2,300 fare was in existence before May 
12. The airline also said in a statement that it lowered its highest shuttle prices after the crash "by 
nearly 50 percent, to about $300 each way," for travel between New York, Boston and Washington. The 
airline said it honored existing Amtrak tickets for travel between Washington, Boston and New York, 
waived change fees for travel on Delta Shuttle flights between those markets, and increased seat 
capacity in the region by adding flights and operating larger aircraft.  American said it added capacity 
and its fare structure remained the same after the crash. United, JetBlue and Southwest said they are 
cooperating with the investigation.  Amtrak services between Philadelphia and New York were shut 
down for five days following the accident. That affected passengers traveling through that region. For 
example, passengers couldn't travel from Washington to Boston or New York, or from Boston to 
Philadelphia or Baltimore. Full service resumed on May 18.  Amtrak service accounted for 78 percent of 
the air-rail market between New York and Washington and 69 percent between New York and Boston 
last year, according to the railroad.  Separately, the Justice Department announced earlier this month 
that it is investigating possible collusion among major airlines nationwide to limit available seats, which 
keeps airfares high. The civil antitrust investigation by the Justice Department appears to focus on 
whether airlines illegally signaled to each other how quickly they would add new flights, routes and 
extra seats. American, Delta, Southwest and United - the nation's four largest airlines - have 
acknowledged receiving letters from the Justice Department related to that investigation.  Eight people 
were killed and about 200 were injured in the Amtrak crash in Philadelphia, temporarily disrupting 
service.  For reasons still unknown, the train accelerated to 106 miles per hour in the minute before it 
entered a curve where the speed limit is 50, investigators have said previously. In the last few seconds 
the brakes were applied with maximum force, but the train was still traveling at over 100 mph when it 
left the tracks.  Associated Press writers David Koenig in Dallas and Scott Mayerowitz in New York 
contributed to this report. 

 
July 30, 2015 
 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29624561/transportation-chief-5-airlines-probed-for-price-gouging
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Voters will get the chance to decide what type of government they want for the town of Lyman.  The 
special election is set for Tuesday Aug. 12, according to Lyman's clerk.  Voters will have decide between 
a stronger council form of town government or a strong mayor-council format, which is how the 
government is currently set up.   Currently, the council serves as a legislative branch with six members 
who pass ordinances, policies, the city's annual budget and appoint other town officials. The mayor acts 
as the chief executive officer, overseeing the daily operations of departments and carrying out the 
policies and ordinances enacted by the council.   Some want to give the council more power to make 
decisions for the town in addition to possibly hiring a town manager. 

 

Aug. 5, 2015 

The House has narrowly passed a Republican-led rewrite of the Bush-era No Child Left Behind education 
law. It would dramatically lessen the role the federal government plays in education policy for the 
nation's public schools.  The bill, sponsored by Minnesota Rep. John Kline, gives states and local school 
districts more control over assessing the performance of schools, teachers and their students. It also 
prohibits the federal government from requiring or encouraging specific sets of academic standards, 
such as Common Core.  The Senate is debating a similar bill.  The House action came five months after 
conservatives forced GOP leaders to pull the bill just before a scheduled vote. This time around, 
conservatives indicated they would support the legislation if they had the chance to offer amendments. 

 

 

Aug. 27, 2015 
 

The U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command is offering a $10,000 reward for information leading to 
an arrest and conviction in an arson case involving vehicle fires at the National Guard Armory in 
Asheville.  Asheville firefighters were called to the armory on Feb. 3 and found two military vehicles on 
fire inside the compound, according to Asheville Fire Department spokesperson Kelley Klope.  “It has 
been determined these fire were intentionally set and because the incident occurred on government 
property the investigation is being handled jointly by the Asheville-Buncombe Arson Task Force and the 
USACIDC,” Klope said.  Anyone with information should contact the Asheville-Buncombe Arson Task 
Force 828-255-5321 or the Fort Jackson CID office 803-751-7664 Copyright 2015 FOX Carolina (Meredith 
Corporation). All rights reserved. 

 

Aug. 11, 2015 
 

The South Carolina Sons of Confederate Veterans will not be attending a confederate flag rally planned 
for the State house Saturday.   The organization said a group is claiming to represent the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans and they plan to rally this weekend.    Commander, T. Leland Summers said the 
event hasn't been called for or sanctioned by South Carolina Sons of Confederate Veterans at any unit 
level.  The organization said they're against the Ku Klux Klan attending the rally.  The Sons of 
Confederate Veterans has a strict no hate policy   A release said that anyone with ties to any racist 
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organization or hate group will be denied membership. Any member developing ties to these 
organizations will be immediately expelled.  Prohibited organizations include, but not limited to, the Ku 
Klux Klan, American Nazi Party, the National Alliance, or any organization expressing racist ideals or 
violent over-throw of the United States government.  The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a Historical 
Honor Society.  "Our duty is to protect and preserve the history and heritage of the Confederate soldier, 
both Black and White. The Con-federate Battle Flag makes no dissimilarity to race, creed or religious 
affiliation." 

 

 

 

 
 
Sept. 14, 2015 
 

The Greenville Area Development Corporation announced Monday that Kirchner Design Inc., a German 
automotive design and equipment company will open its first U.S. facility in downtown Greenville. The 
company plans to invest $1 million and create 30 new jobs by 2020.  According to a news release, 
Kirchner utilizes computer software and robotics to automate production lines.   Kirchner's officers will 
be located in the historic Kent Court Building on East Court Street.  "Kirchner was keen to learn more 
about Greenville County's relationship with iconic automotive organizations BMW and Michelin," said 
Greenville County Council Chairman Dr. Bob Taylor. "In those discussions, it became clear that the 
Upstate offered the most strategic venue to establish its first U.S. headquarters, and we look forward to 
working with Kirchner to ensure it is a success."  Potential job applicants are asked to visit the 
company's careers page.  

 

Sept. 22, 2015 
 

Republican presidential candidate Mike Huckabee will campaigned Tuesday in the Upstate.  The former 
Arkansas governor toured the Sea Pro Boat Factory in Whitmire at 4:30 p.m.   Huckabee will also attend 
a town hall meeting in Newberry that's set to begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Newberry Opera House.  
Speaking to reporters before the town hall, Huckabee addressed the "sputtering economy."   He said 
regulations made it easier to move manufacturing jobs overseas and spoke of his support for a flat tax.  
“We can get this country on its feet again,” Huckabee told reporters, adding that the country but 
must get on its knees again.  Huckabee spoke of his management experience in the private and public 
sectors. He pointed out that as governor of Arkansas, he balanced a state budget for more than 10 
years. He said he also worked with people across the political aisle.  Asked why he was still in the race, 
Huckabee questioned the reporter.  “What do you mean why am I still in it?”   He asked how many 
other GOP contenders had his level of experience in government.  “I don’t think the presidency is an 
entry-level job,” Huckabee said.  Huckabee filed his paperwork for South Carolina's presidential primary.  
Huckabee said Tuesday during brief remarks at state Republican Party headquarters in Columbia that he 
has campaigned here more than any other GOP hopeful. Huckabee says he knows from experience that 
a slow and steady campaign will prevail over headline-grabbing statements made by some candidates. 
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Sept. 29, 2015 
 

The Newberry County Sheriff's Office said two scams were circulating through the area involving electric 
bills and the IRS.  Deputies said callers were portraying themselves as electric company employees, 
telling residents that they had just a few hours to pay their bill or their power would be cut off. 
Customers were told the only way to pay is via electronic money order or a gift card.   Deputies said if 
you receive a call like this, call your electrical provider.  A caller also stated that they work for the IRS 
and made threats concerning back taxes owed to the government. The payment method they insisted 
upon was also a gift card or electronic money order. The caller also reportedly asked for birth 
certificates and social security numbers.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 

Problem/Need:  ENVIRONMENT 
 

PSA’s Aired:  National Wildlife Foundation, Nature Conservancy: NC Hands, Discovering Nature 

 

July 14, 2015 
 

On Sunday, Timmons Arena transformed into an environment of technology, automated devices and 
virtual reality for the second annual iT2Pi expo. The iT2Pi expo is designed to encourage interest in 
science, technology, engineering and math, or STEM education in the Upstate's children. The expo in 
Greenville this year included booths and lectures about robots, Google Glass, 3D printers, and more. 
IT2Pi is a nonprofit, after-school program where students ages 7 to 17 can explore their interests in 
math and science alongside working professionals in their fields. According to their mission statement, 
the group is designed to provide diverse technology education and soft-skill training for Greenville's 
youth. For more information about iT2Pi and how to sign up, visit their website. 

 
July 16, 2015 
 

Duke Energy announced Tuesday it will retire its coal-fired power plant in Asheville and replace it with a 
natural gas-fired plant and modernize the electrical systems that power parts of Western North Carolina 
and Upstate South Carolina.  Officials said the $1.1 billion plan will significantly reduce environmental 
impacts, improve system reliability and minimize long-term costs to customers.  “We've developed an 
innovative plan that's a ‘win-win-win' for consumers, the environment and the economy,” said Lloyd 
Yates, Duke Energy executive vice president of market solutions and president of the Carolinas region. 
“With the availability and near record-low cost of natural gas, this comprehensive project will transform 
the energy system in the region to meet the growing needs of our customers and significantly reduce 
emissions and water use. We're eager to move ahead quickly on these projects and complete the key 
components of the plan by the end of 2019.”  Officials said the 376-megawatt Asheville coal power 
plant will be replaced by a $750 million, 650-megawatt natural gas-fired power plant with a solar 
generator.  The plan also includes a $320 million transmission substation in the Campobello area that 
will be connected to the Asheville power plant with a new transmission line. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.it2pi.org/index.html
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July 19, 2015 
 

It's one of the most common and popular forms of footwear during the warmer months.  Summer is 
prime time for everyone to wear sandals and flip flops, but they can actually pose a health risk.  So 
there are a few things you need to know before you buy your next pair flip flops.  As comfortable as 
they are, flip flops can be harmful to your feet.  "Flip flops and sandals, to a degree, don't provide the 
same level of protection that a more robust shoe would,” Greenville Health System Podiatric Surgeon 
Dr. Ryan Fitzgerald said.  Fitzgerald said flip flops can lead to foot injuries and even skin cancer.  "People 
have a tendency to disregard their feet generally speaking, but particularly in the summer time when it 
pertains to shoes and sunscreen,” Fitzgerald said. "But skin cancer in the foot is not an uncommon 
thing."  "I definitely do not put sunscreen on," one consumer said.  Now some doctors are warning of a 
new danger.  "Certain materials are more porous than others and have the capacity to maintain 
moisture and certain environments that moisture can lead to fungal infection and ultimately bacterial 
infections," Fitzgerald said.  Depending on the material, Fitzgerald recommends getting a new pair of 
flip flops every season.  "I've had some pairs for years," one consumer said.  "I really need to go through 
my closet now," another consumer said.  For those that are going to wear flip flops this season, 
Fitzgerald says you should  Find one with a rigid sole, keep them clean and check your feet every day for 
blisters, cuts and scrapes to avoid fungal and bacterial infections.  "When you don't have that, that puts 
you at risk for injuries,” Fitzgerald said. 

 
 

 
July 30, 2015 
 

Every track that hosts a NASCAR national series race has asked its fans to refrain from displaying the 
Confederate flag at its events.  In a statement signed by International Speedway Corp., Speedway 
Motorsports Inc. and 30 tracks, the facilities vowed to have "welcoming environments in all of sports 
and entertainment."  The statement released Thursday includes independent tracks such as Tony 
Stewart's Eldora Speedway in Rossburg, Ohio, Pocono Raceway and Canadian Tire Motorsport Park.  
NASCAR Chairman Brian France has called the flag a symbol he personally finds offensive and said he 
wants to be as aggressive as possible in barring it from sanctioned events.  Daytona International 
Speedway will hold a voluntary flag exchange program this weekend in which fans can swap any flag of 
their choice for an American flag. 

 
 

Aug. 6, 2015 
 

Anderson County deputies spent Thursday morning going through active shooter training at Westside 
High School.  Sheriff John Skipper said the training refreshes the skills of veteran officers and brings new 
officers up to speed.  "It gets them mentally prepared for things that may happen," Skipper said. "We 
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also work with teachers and administrators so they know what we can do and what they can do to be 
prepared."  All of the county's school resource officers (SRO's) took part in the training. Skipper said 
looking for a shooter in a school presents unique challenges.  "It is a difficult situation," Skipper said. 
"You can't be too fast but you  can't be too slow."  During nearly a week of training the SRO's also 
received specialized medical training and will now carry first-aid packs meant to treat traumatic injuries.  
Anderson District Five spokesman Kyle Newton said the training should give parents peace of mind.  
"Safety is our top priority," Newton said. "If students aren't in a safe environment learning can't take 
place."  Part of the SRO training also teaches them to build relationships with students. Emergency 
Services director Taylor Jones said relationships can be the key to preventing a tragedy like an active 
shooter.  "Around the nation many things have been foiled because of those relationships," Jones said. 
"We want them to build strong relationships so the students come forward with information." 

 
 

 
Aug. 7, 2015 
 

After eight days of testing water along the North Fork River in McDowell County, officials have 
canceled no swim and fish consumption advisories. The Environmental Protection Agency and the North 
Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources tested water along the river, including 
entry into Lake James after the deaths of hundreds of fish in the area.  On July 4, officials said they 
believe a breached beaver dam located near one lagoon caused a backup of the substance responsible 
for the fish kill, ultimately resulting in low dissolved oxygen and high pH levels.  North Carolina Public 
Health officials said on Friday that tests of water and sediment show the water is safe for recreational 
and fish consumption. 

 
 
 

 
Aug. 14, 2015 
 

A new skating rink opens Friday in Belton. Mayor Wendell Page will attend a ribbon cutting at the 
Burton Entertainment Center on South Main Street at 3 p.m. according to Heather Burton, owner of the 
new facility. The Burton Entertainment Center is located in the old Winn-Dixie building. Burton, a 
mother of five, said she felt Belton needed an attraction that could provide a safe and fun environment 
for families. A grand opening celebration will start at 7 p.m. Friday. 

 
Sept. 3, 2015 

Western North Carolina homeowners  are fired up over Duke Energy's proposed plan to bring a 40-mile 
transmission line to the area.  A public information meeting  with the North Carolina utilities 
commission was held at Blue Ridge Community College in Fletcher on Thursday night.  There was 
screaming and outrage from the crowd, as well as questions.  Henderson county government  officials 
expressed concerns about the potential negative impacts of the project, but also acknowledged that the 
growing community requires more energy.  Duke has maintained that the project would have minimal 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29467243/mcdowell-co-officials-investigate-dying-fish-issue-no-swim-advisory
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29467243/mcdowell-co-officials-investigate-dying-fish-issue-no-swim-advisory
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29957668/wnc-homeowners-fired-up-over-duke-energy-project
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29957668/wnc-homeowners-fired-up-over-duke-energy-project
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29957668/wnc-homeowners-fired-up-over-duke-energy-project
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impact and would eliminate an existing coal ash plant and replace it with a greener energy solution .  
They also say they must meet an increasing demand for power.  But residents questioned why the 
utility company  would not continue using the coal plant. Duke representatives said it's insufficient to 
provide power to a growing population.  Residents also questioned who would pay for the project  and 
booed when they were told that the cost would be shared among all customers, not just customers in 
the area.  Residents said they want the transmission line underground, but duke representatives say 
that would be technically difficult, expensive, and difficult to repair if there’s a failure. 
Those who attended the meeting also asked about renewable resources, but duke representatives say 
that’s impractical in this area.  Duke has said that it will announce the proposed placement of the 
transmission line in October.  

 

 
Sept. 4, 2015 
 

Dispatch said a home  caught fire on Friday morning.  The fire was reported at 102 Saddle Trail in 
Anderson. The home was fully engulfed in flames and firefighters were working to put it out, according 
to dispatch. No one was injured. We have a crew headed to the scene.  Stay with foxcarolina.com for 
the latest in this developing story.  

 

Sept. 22, 2015 

A popular movie theater group announced sensory friendly screenings on Tuesday.   Regal 
Entertainment Group announced the My Way Matinee program featuring sensory friendly screenings of 
some of the most popular family films. A new movie will play each month through December in a 
sensory friendly environment with lights on and volume lowered.  The sensory friendly environment is 
to help those children affected by autism, where audience can sing, dance, and shot during the 
screening.  All showtimes for the sensory friendly screenings will begin at 10:30 a.m. for the special 
ticket price of $6.50 plus tax. For a full list of participating locations and additional information, please 
visit www.regmovies.com/mywaymatinee. My Way Matinee film schedule: Hotel Transylvania 2 - 
September 26 Pan - October 24 The Peanuts Movie - November 21 The Good Dinosaur - December 12   

 

Sept. 29, 2015 

Byrnes High School has a new Wi-Fi cafe.  The Rebel Cafe was created after school administrators 
brainstormed with members of student council last year, said Melissa Robinette, director of public 
relations for Spartanburg School District 5.    Byrnes purchased furniture and 15 laptops to use in the 
cafe, which is open from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday.  Robinette stressed that the Rebel 
Cafe is opened to all students at Byrnes to come study, collaborate and learn in a safe environment. 
School administrators and staff provide supervision.    "The cafe will also offer coffee, ice cream and 
snacks in a canteen that is staffed by student council, Beta Club members and other groups," Robinette 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29957668/wnc-homeowners-fired-up-over-duke-energy-project
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29957668/wnc-homeowners-fired-up-over-duke-energy-project
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29957668/wnc-homeowners-fired-up-over-duke-energy-project
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29960468/dispatch-fire-engulfs-anderson-home
http://regalentertainmentgroup.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d824%2f%407-%3eLCE1%40078%3e5-GLCE17.6&RE=MC&RI=4059881&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=10621&Action=Follow+Link
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said.  Those organizations will earn a portion of the snack profits for their respective group or club.  The 
cafe will be moved to the new classroom wing once it's complete. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 
Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 

 
PSA’s Aired: NASCAR Foundation 
 
 
July 1, 2015 
 

A Woodmont High School student has been charged after deputies said a bomb threat against 
graduation was made on social media.   Lieutenant Ty Miller said they opened an investigation after a 
parent intercepted a message sent by the 18-year-old student. Miller said the student also made 
threats to cause harm to those attending the ceremony.   Miller said Benjamin Slezak was taken into 
custody on Tuesday and charge with making the threats.   Slezak was being held at the Greenville 
County Detention Center where he was expected to go before a judge on Tuesday night.   The sheriff's 
office said they were working with the school district and Furman University Police to increase security 
measures for the event.   Greenville County Schools spokesperson Oby Lyles said parents were called by 
the principals of the three high schools having graduation on Wednesday at Timmons Arena.   Read the 
full telephone message below:   A graduating Woodmont High School senior was arrested today for 
making a bomb threat via social media impacting tomorrow's graduation ceremony. The student is 
being held in the detention center. However, in an abundance of caution, there will be additional 
security at all high school graduations (Travelers Rest, Blue Ridge, and Woodmont) tomorrow 
(Wednesday) at Timmons Arena, including the arena being checked by law enforcement. If released, the 
student will not be allowed to attend graduation and has been placed on a no-trespass notice. 

 

 

 
July 2, 2015 
 

A Clemson sophomore posted a blog that's getting a lot of attention on social media.  Gracin Watson, 
20, said ditch the daily Starbucks routine and look for a local coffee shop this summer. She wants more 
young people to support small businesses.  Her online blog has received hundreds of likes and shares 
already.  Watson said she is passionate about small businesses because she grew up in her family's 
furniture store and watched generations of Watsons keep the small business going.  Watson's Furniture 

http://theodysseyonline.com/clemson/business-that-made-me/105636
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and Appliances in Chesnee is like her second home.  "Me walking around the furniture store 
barefooted, and I took naps every afternoon on the back couch in the back office," Clemson Sophomore 
Gracin Watson said.  Watson said her family-owned business was a big part of her childhood. She would 
follow her grandfather around the store in pursuit of M&Ms he kept stashed in his back pockets.  "That 
was some of the best days of my life," grandfather Author Watson said.  For 67 years, four generations 
of Watsons have worked for their small business.  "That's kind of where my passion comes from," 
Watson said. "I got to see the sacrifices they made, and I kind of came to understand the sacrifices that 
were expected of me growing up.”  “Part of being a small business owner, it's not just owning a 
business. It's being a part of the community and helping the community grow and prosper,” father Jeff 
Watson said.  She said going to college has helped her understand the economy and appreciate small 
businesses even more, so she wrote a blog about the business that made her who she is today.  "As I 
was reading it, I had tears coming to my eyes because you know it means a lot to our whole family,” her 
father said.  "It touched my heart. It made me know that our family has meant something, not only to 
the town but to the other members of my family,” Grandmother Rebecca Watson said.  Gracin said she 
believes the millennials will be the generation to fund the return of the American dream through small 
businesses.  "Of course I hope it continues. I can't help but hope that fourth, fifth, sixth generations kind 
of get to have the same kind of experiences I got to have,” Watson said. 

 

 

 
July 7, 2015 
 

Gov. Nikki Haley is reminding lawmakers that passage of her education funding plan is just the first step 
of a multi-year effort.  Haley celebrated Monday her plan's inclusion in the Legislature's budget 
proposal for the fiscal year starting July 1. But she reiterated that the additional money is not a one-
year fix.  Her education recommendations sailed through the budget process, as both the House and 
Senate adopted them.  The spending plan sent to Haley's desk Thursday gives more money to students 
in poor, rural districts without taking money away from other districts. It spends more on poor students 
as well as on children whose primary language isn't English.  It also provides more money for 
elementary school reading coaches and for technology upgrades.  Haley has through Wednesday to 
issue line-item vetoes. 

 
 
July 17, 2015 
 

An Atlanta-area teacher has been arrested after a parent complained he allowed middle school 
students to have sex in a storage unit in his classroom.  Multiple news outlets report 25-year-old 
Quentin Wright, a math teacher at The Champion School in Stone Mountain, was taken into custody 
Tuesday. He has been charged with four misdemeanor counts of contributing to the delinquency of a 
minor.  An arrest warrant says Wright arranged times with students when the classroom would be 
empty and gave them condoms.  The investigation began after a mother said she found text messages 
between Wright and her son.  A DeKalb County Schools spokesman says they are cooperating with the 
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District Attorney's Office and Wright has been removed from the classroom.  It is unclear if he has a 
lawyer. 

 

  

 
 
July 20, 2015 

An Inman college student said she wants to warn others of a scam that could affect people looking for 

babysitting work.  Lauren Robinson said a couple of a weeks ago she was contacted by a woman who 
she believed got her information from her Care.com profile. Robinson said she had a sad story to share.  
"She lost her husband and a four month old baby," said Robinson.  The woman told Robinson she had 
plans to relocate from Phoenix, AZ to Inman, SC within the coming weeks. Robinson said she was 
offered $18/hour to babysit the woman's wheelchair bound son but she was never interviewed for the 
position.  "I wouldn't trust a person you don't know with a child, especially when you've already lost the 
child," said Robinson.  Robinson said once she exchanged contact information with the woman she 
began getting text messages about a check that was coming to her home in Inman to help pay for a 
wheelchair for the woman's son before they moved to the area. Robinson shared the messages with 
FOX Carolina.  One of them read, "When you get the check you can just deposit it in your bank account 
and when the funds clear, you can help pay the seller."  The check came to Robinson in the mail for 
nearly $3000. She didn't cash it.  Care.com has a list of scam warnings on it's website and it describes 
the same scam that Lauren avoided.  The site goes on to say often the scammer asks for a portion of the 
check back once it's deposited. The catch: the check is fake and those who comply end up paying the 
bank out of pocket.  Sergeant Tony Brown with the Spartanburg County Sheriff's Office said he sees 
reports of several online scams a week and at least one similar babysitting a month.  He said the big 
problem is the scammer is from overseas and contacted someone else in the U.S. to help with his or her 
scam.  "They also post ads for personal assistants... They're paying these personal assistants to make 
these checks out. The people that are sending these checks out in America are scam victims also," said 
Brown.  Brown said the people involved in the scam in the U.S. have no idea they are defrauding people. 
He said that's why it's so important to verify any checks you receive in the mail with the bank of origin.  
FOX Carolina reached out to Care.com for a comment but we have not heard back yet. To see the 
websites list of scam warning signs, click here. 

 

 

 
Aug. 14, 2015 
 

At nearly every gas station in North Carolina, you can pay at the pump. Thanks to the N.C. Education 
Lottery, motorists can now play at the pump as well.  A new service offered by the education lottery will 
allow players to enter Powerball, Mega Millions or Carolina Cash 5 while pumping gas.  Customers swipe 
a debit card at the pump to get numbers for the next drawing in one of the jackpot games. They get a 
receipt with their lucky numbers and also can get a text of their lucky numbers and a text if they win. 
Credit cards are not accepted.  Wins up to $599 are credited to the player's debit card. Players pay a $1 

https://www.care.com/
https://www.care.com/a/carecom-and-scams-how-to-avoid-babysitting-scams-20150227143938
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transaction fee to the company providing the service to cover the cost.  Copyright 2015 The Associated 
Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

 
 
 
 
 

Aug. 18, 2015 
 

South Carolina's largest school district starts classes on Tuesday.   Greenville County Schools are 
welcoming students back, as well as Pickens County, and Greenwood County Districts 50 and 52.  
Spartanburg, Anderson, Cherokee and Laurens counties all started on Monday. As well as students in 
Oconee, Union, Newberry, Greenwood District 51, Mitchell and Yancey counties.  Greenville County 
schools are reminding parents to look over policies and to download the district's app for easy access to 
information. You can learn more here.   Click here to see your #FOXFirstDay photos  With the new 
school year means more cars on the road and increased safety patrols. Troopers ask that you give 
yourself more time as you head to work this week, especially if you travel through school zones or near 
schools. School zones will be heavily enforced.  Additionally, a new law is in place across the state 
allowing school bus cameras to be used to cite drivers who illegally pass a stopped school bus. Click here 
to read more about the law and determine when it is OK to pass a school bus in South Carolina.  Click 
here for a complete list of school start dates across the area.  Stay with FOX Carolina for complete Back-
to-School coverage and share your back to school photos with us using the #FOXFirstDay. 

 

 

 
Aug. 21, 2015 
 

Children with disabilities at Shriners Hospital for Children in Greenville are getting a new kick out of life 
with a new karate program offered by Hurricane Martial Arts Center instructor Kevin Ballenger.   
Ballenger volunteers every Friday at Shriners to teach a group of children the principles of discipline, 
honor, respect and self-control through karate.   He said the children benefit from the physical activity 
as well, adding karate helps their motor skills and gives them a chance to do something fun.  "You come 
over here and you see these kids and what they're going through, and you see them overcoming their 
obstacles, and you really get a sense that you don't have any problems," Ballenger said.   Physical 
therapists come to the class to assist the children.   The program is for Shriners patients ages five to 
nine years old.  

 

 

 
Sept. 2, 2015 
 

South Carolina Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman will be one of the keynote speakers at the 
Pickens County School District’s Back-To-School Celebration Wednesday.  The event will be held at 8 

http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/index.asp
http://www.foxcarolina.com/slideshow?widgetid=124545
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26220662/sc-school-bus-cameras-can-be-used-to-write-tickets
http://managewhns.worldnow.com/story/26285624/back-to-school-start-dates
http://managewhns.worldnow.com/story/26285624/back-to-school-start-dates
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a.m. at the Easley High School gymnasium.  During the celebration, the school district will also present 
awards for teacher of the year and support employee of the year.  Easley High School is located on 
Green Wave Boulevard. 

 
 

 
 
Sept. 4, 2015 
 
Two students have been suspended after one of them brought alcohol to school , officials said.  
A spokesperson for Greenville County Schools said a third grader gave a bottle of alcohol to a fifth 
grader at Mauldin Elementary School on Wednesday.  A teacher  noticed the bottle in the fifth grader's 
book bag and reported the incident to school officials, according to the district.   The students have 
been suspended. 
 
 
Sept. 10, 2015 
 

At nearly every gas station in North Carolina, you can pay at the pump. Thanks to the N.C. Education 
Lottery, motorists can now play at the pump as well.  A new service offered by the education lottery will 
allow players to enter Powerball, Mega Millions or Carolina Cash 5 while pumping gas.  Customers swipe 
a debit card at the pump to get numbers for the next drawing in one of the jackpot games. They get a 
receipt with their lucky numbers and also can get a text of their lucky numbers and a text if they win. 
Credit cards are not accepted.  Wins up to $599 are credited to the player's debit card. Players pay a $1 
transaction fee to the company providing the service to cover the cost.  Copyright 2015 The Associated 
Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

 

 
Sept. 14, 2015 
 

As students across the Upstate head back to school, teachers at Bethel Elementary School are preparing 
for a different kind of class.  The school offers what is called mixed-age classes, where students in 
different grade levels combine to make up one class.  Bethel offers two classes this way, including a 
primary multi-age class combining first and second graders and an intermediate multi-age class that 
combines third and fourth grades.  “Both grade levels are sitting and working collaboratively and they 
learn one curriculum so they're not separated by what they're learning,” said Tara Richter, one of two 
teachers who teaches the intermediate class.  She says she and her co-teacher have taught the class for 
more than 15 years.  The classes are slightly larger than regular classes with an average of 48 to 51 
students, but there are two teachers. Desks in the classroom face each other in circles to encourage 
collaborative learning.  Richter said math is the only subject that students are taught separately.  Amy 
Moore, whose daughter is starting the class on Tuesday, says she’s enrolled all three of her children in 
the program.  “It helps them become a lot more independent and to kind of work at their own pace a 
little bit more and so I think that helps prepare them for middle school,” Moore said.  Archana Limaye, a 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29956642/elementary-school-students-suspended-for-having-alcohol
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29956642/elementary-school-students-suspended-for-having-alcohol


  

 34 

mother of two, heard about the class through friends and neighbors, and after visiting the classroom 
decided to enroll her oldest son.  She said she was impressed with the teachers and the responsibility a 
collaborative learning environment would teach her son.  Teachers say parents who want to enroll their 
child, complete an application. 

 

 

 
 
Sept. 15, 2015 
 

North Buncombe Elementary School will delay the start of fall classes until Friday as crews work to 
remove mold from the school, according to the Buncombe County School District website.  Officials said 
the entire building is being sanitized after a common mold spore was detected in the school in 
Weaverville.  All other Buncombe County schools will start classes on Wednesday.  Officials said 
delaying the start of classes at North Buncombe Elementary “allows for the entire building to be 
professionally cleaned utilizing established protocols and procedures to ensure a safe environment for 
all students and staff.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.buncombe.k12.nc.us/Domain/2650
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ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 
 
Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 

 
PSA’s Aired:  ST JUDE, Wounded Warrior Project, Habitat for Humanity, Adoption from Foster Care, 
Recycling, Shelter Pet Adoption 

 

 

 

July 15, 2015 

AAA Carolinas has a message for drivers this summer: "Life Has No Redial, Stay off the Phone.”  The 
motor club has launched a new campaign that encourages drivers to stay of their cell phones 
completely while driving.  AAA officials said the club's latest research into cognitive distractions has 
shown that using a cell phone while driving can be just as dangerous as drunk driving.  AAA is taking the 
campaign to the streets. Officials said the message "Life Has No Redial, Stay off the Phone" will be 
wrapped on the sides of AAA delivery trucks that travel through North and South Carolina during the 
"100 Deadliest Days of summer," the time period between Memorial Day and Labor Day when traffic 
deaths historically climb.  The message will also be posted on gas pumps and gas stations in cities and 
towns across the Carolinas.  Officials said the goal is to let motorists know that putting the phone away 
while driving could significantly reduce the number of crashes and potentially save lives. 

 

July 10, 2015 
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Kasey Norris, an Anderson teacher, recently gave her brother another chance at life.          Her brother, 
Chris Heron, was born with one kidney, which began to fail at a young age.   When he was 13-years-old 
their father gave him on of his kidneys and 20 years later that kidney began to fail again.   His sister, 
being a 100% blood and tissue match, decided to donate one of her kidneys and went under the knife in 
June of 2015 for a lifesaving transplant.  Just weeks out of surgery, she's back home in the Upstate with 
her family recovering. She said the transplant was successful and her brother is doing well.  Although it 
was tough, Norris said it was worth saving her brother’s life.  Norris, a fifth grade teacher, is used to 
having the summers off, but this summer she is especially grateful to be home with her sons.  "I’m doing 
really well now.  It was hard but now I’m mean I'm just getting back to the swing of things. My kids are 
getting back to the swing of things and I'm really happy. I’m grateful that God was able to use me 
through this," Norris said. "It just means giving him a new chance at life. It means letting him see his kids 
grow up."  "It's just one of those things I think she knew she was destined to do," husband Mike Norris 
said.  She said the hardest part was being away from her family for three weeks while recovering from 
surgery.  “You can't prepare yourself for something like that. It's always what if and I would do that. It's 
all hypothetical,” husband Norris said.  Norris says she hopes more people will sign up to be donors in 
the future. 

 

July 22, 2015 

It took a jury a little over an hour to return a guilty verdict for a 63-year-old Waterloo man accused of 
gunning down his neighbor while the victim was mowing his own lawn.   Johnny Lever was sentenced to 
life in prison for the 2014 slaying, Eighth Circuit Solicitor David M. Stumbo announced Wednesday.   
During sentencing, the deputy solicitor told the court that Lever had killed another person in 2011, but 
the incident was ruled self defense, according to Stumbo.    Lever also had a pending harassment charge 
involving the victim's wife.   On April 8, 2014, Laurens County deputies were called to Lever's home on 
Cochise Road about a dispute. When they arrived, they found 53-year-old Harold Price on the ground 
next to his lawnmower.   Price was shot 3 times in the back.   A hung jury forced a mistrial when the 
case went to trial in April.  

 

Aug. 4, 2015 

Wednesday will be hot and muggy, with highs in the mid 90s for the Upstate and upper 80s in the 
mountains. Storms will develop during the afternoon, but they will remain isolated in the Upstate. The 
mountains could see better rain coverage, with the rain chance at about 40%. An Air Quality Alert is in 
place for the Upstate thanks to stagnant, hot conditions.  MORE: Extreme heat leads to dirty air 
Wednesday  Thursday will bring the best chance of rain all week as a cold front moves in and sits over 
us. This will provide a trigger for more showers and storms during the afternoon. Highs will reach the 
low 90s in the Upstate and mid 80s in the mountains.  A few more showers and storms will be possible 
Friday, but there won’t be as many as we see on Thursday. Highs will start to cool off slightly, with the 
Upstate only reaching 90 and the mountains hitting the low 80s. This weekend will be drier and less hot, 
as highs will be in the 80s across the board! 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/15476046/dispute-over-dog-leads-to-deadly-shooting
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29709081/extreme-heats-leads-to-dirty-air-wednesday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29709081/extreme-heats-leads-to-dirty-air-wednesday
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Aug. 28, 2015 
 

Cam Newton says the automobile accident that left him with two broken bones in his lower last 
December has given him a new outlook on life.  The Panthers' fifth-year quarterback still wears the 
yellow hospital bracelet given to him that day as a reminder to live life to its fullest - and enjoy the 
journey.  Newton says, "I want to make the most of things and appreciate the blessing that I have on 
any day."  The quarterback is doing just that.  Newton has been more visible in public this offseason 
than ever, even after he signed a five-year, $103 million contract extension. He's travelled Down Under 
to learn how the Australians play football, attended the Preakness Stakes and visited with grieving 
family members of the church shooting in Charleston, South Carolina.  AP NFL website: 
www.pro32.ap.org and www.twitter.com/AP_NFL 

 

 

Sept. 3, 2015 

More than 100 parents gathered outside a meeting  of the Hillsboro School Board to ask for changes 
when it comes to who can use which bathrooms at school. The push comes after a dispute over 17-
year-old Lila Perry. Perry was born male but identifies as a female. Perry said the district has offered her 
use of a gender neutral restroom, but Perry said she should be able to use the girls’ restroom. 
Students  staged a walkout over the issue on Monday.  The Hillsboro School Board met about the topic 
for over two hours Thursday night. Outside, parents  gathered to pray for the district and for students. 
Parents also passed around a petition calling for the board to adopt a policy clarifying who exactly can 
use a girls or boys restroom, and allow anyone to use a gender neutral restroom. Organizers said over 
900 parents have signed the petition.  “We want to emphasize this is not against anybody, most 
everyone supports the individual in question involved, they just want a policy in place so that 
everyone’s privacy is honored,” said parent Derrick Good.  News 4 attempted to reach out to Perry, but 
did not hear back.  Friends of Perry told News 4 they believe the district’s current policies do not need 
to change.  Some students are planning a rally before the Hillsboro football game Friday night. 

 

Sept. 13, 2015 

Miss South Carolina and Upstate native Daja Dial advanced to the Top 7 of the Miss America pageant on 
Sunday.  Dial, 22, is from Jonesville, a Dorman High grad and senior at Clemson University. She made it 
to the Miss America competition when she took home the SC crown as Miss Greenville County back in 
June.  Earlier in week competing in Atlantic City, Dial won the preliminary swimsuit competition. After 
making the initial Top 15 on Sunday, Dial made it to the Top 12 after the swimsuit round.  Right before 
the talent portion of the pageant, Dial made it to the Top 10 and sang "I Believe." The other nine 
candidates were from Alabama, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee 
and Texas.  After it was announced Dial made the Top 7, she answered a question regarding gun 
violence and assault rifles.   As the runners-up were announced, Dial held hands and hugged her fellow 
contestants. Miss Georgia Betty Cantrell was crowned Miss America. Miss Mississippi was first runner-
up, Miss Colorado was second runner-up and Miss Louisiana was third runner-up. 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29957448/parents-demand-changes-in-policy-regarding-transgender-student-in-hillsboro
http://www.kmov.com/story/29926467/hillsboro-high-school-students-stage-walkout-in-dispute-over-transgender-student
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29957448/parents-demand-changes-in-policy-regarding-transgender-student-in-hillsboro
http://www.kmov.com/story/29926467/hillsboro-high-school-students-stage-walkout-in-dispute-over-transgender-student
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29957448/parents-demand-changes-in-policy-regarding-transgender-student-in-hillsboro
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29425164/greenville-co-contestant-takes-home-miss-south-carolina-crown
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29425164/greenville-co-contestant-takes-home-miss-south-carolina-crown
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Sept. 14, 2015 

The latest on the defiant Kentucky clerk who has refused to issue marriage licenses to gay couples, 
disobeying a federal judge and serving five days in jail for contempt (all times local): On the first day  
back at work for a Kentucky clerk who was jailed over her refusal to grant marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples, two lesbians are trying to get their paperwork.  The lesbian couple was escorted by supporters 
Monday morning. They squeezed through the mass of reporters toward the counter of deputy clerk 
Brian Mason. He has said he'll continue issuing marriage licenses in Rowan County despite the 
objections of his boss, Kim Davis. She believes gay marriage is a sin and says she won't interfere as her 
deputies issue licenses. But she says she's not authorizing them and questions whether they're valid.  As 
the couple stood at the counter in the crowded office, Davis' supporters heckled.  Elizabeth Johnson 
from Ohio screamed: "Come on clerks, don't sign that license. Don't let Kim's five days in jail be in vain."  
Marriage equality supporters chanted, "Love has won."  8:40 a.m.  The deputy county clerk who has said 
he'll keep issuing marriage licenses despite his boss' objections now sits behind a sign that reads 
"marriage license deputy."  Brian Mason remained calm, scrolling on his computer and chewing gum, 
despite the scene unfolding before him Monday morning. Dozens of television cameras crowded 
around his counter, some reporters in the back climbed step ladders to get a better shot of him sitting 
at his desk, waiting for a couple to arrive to get a marriage license.  Earlier in the morning, Mason's 
boss, Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis, announced that she's not going to interfere with her deputies 
issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples, but she says she isn't authorizing them and questions 
whether they're valid.  A federal judge had jailed Davis for five days for refusing to grant marriage 
licenses.  8:10 a.m.  Despite his boss' objections to gay marriage, a deputy county clerk in eastern 
Kentucky says he'll continue issuing marriage licenses.  Deputy clerk Brian Mason had previously said 
that if he has to, he would disobey his boss, county clerk Kim Davis, and issue licenses rather than 
refuse the orders of U.S. District Judge David Bunning.  Monday was Davis' first day back to work after 
Judge Bunning jailed her for refusing to issue marriage licenses. Reading from a statement, Davis said 
she's not going to interfere with her deputies issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples, but she 
says she isn't authorizing them and questions whether they're valid.  Mason said that he spoke with 
Davis only briefly.  7:55 a.m.  A Kentucky clerk says she is not going to interfere with her deputies issuing 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples, but she says she is not authorizing them and questions whether 
they are valid.  Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis read from a hand-written statement Monday morning, 
her first day back in the office after a stint in jail for five days for defying a federal judge. She choked up 
as she was speaking, saying she was torn between obeying her God and following the judge's orders.  
Davis, an Apostolic Christian, stopped issuing licenses after the Supreme Court legalized gay marriage, in 
defiance of a series of court orders.  U.S. District Judge David Bunning held her in contempt and ordered 
her to jail. In her absence, her deputies have issued at least seven licenses to gay couples.  7:40 a.m.  
Dozens of people are crowded outside the Rowan County courthouse, waiting for clerk Kim Davis to 
announce whether she intends to obey a court order and issue marriage licenses or continue to refuse 
them, risking the threat of returning to jail.  The plaza outside the courthouse has taken on a carnival 
air: loud speakers are blasting Christian music, television cameras and lights are set up in white-topped 
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tents and Davis' supporters are waving signs and praying.  Police have a heavy presence stationed 
outside the courthouse.  About 100 reporters formed a tight semi-circle around the courthouse door, 
waiting for Davis to emerge. Her office opens at 8 a.m.  It's unclear if any in the crowd are couples here 
to get marriage licenses. Deputies in Davis' office have issued at least seven licenses to gay couples since 
the clerk was jailed for contempt. 

 

 

 

 

  

Sept. 22, 2015 
 

It's been eight months since 17-year-old Skyler Powell was killed in a one-car crash on Highway 11 near 
Landrum in Greenville County.   It happened around 7:30 a.m. on Jan. 21.   Powell's family said he was 
speeding, going around a curve near Dill Road, when he lost control of his car.   Powell wasn't wearing a 
seat belt and was thrown from his car. The teen died on scene.   Ever since his death his mother Tammy 
Taylor had been looking for his iPhone.   Taylor explained, "I knew he had his phone with him. "We've 
went to the crash site numerous times looking for the phone, not only by myself but with different 
people, several different people at a time."  FOX Carolina's Cody Alcorn happened to be in the Apple 
store on Tuesday morning getting his phone fixed and noticed a woman who walked in the store 
carrying a phone that was destroyed.   Alcorn noticed she kept looking at him as he sat and wait. She 
then sat down across from him and told him a story about the phone that he just knew he had to share.   
After searching for eight months for her son's phone, she found it. She found it on Monday, eight 
months to the day of when her son was killed in the crash.  Taylor said she went out to the crash site on 
Monday to be with her son.   "As a momma, I just wanted to be at the last place my son was and I just 
wanted to be there," said Taylor, "I was sitting on the log...you know talking to him."  She went on to 
say, "I was there. Got lost in my emotions for a little while. Gathered my emotions back up and put 
them in my pocket. It was actually when I went to leave. I seen a piece of it just the corner of it sticking 
out of the ground. And knew what it was."  It was her son's iPhone almost completely buried in the dirt. 
It was severely cracked and had been out in the elements for eight months.   "But then again God didn't 
let me find this just to have a broken phone," said Taylor.  Taylor brought the phone to the Apple store 
in Haywood Mall where they were able to get the phone to work. In fact, Taylor got what she was 
looking for; the last picture taken by her son which was a selfie with his friends.   "It's more than I had 
before I found the phone. It helps," explained Taylor.   Taylor says she hopes her son's story and mistake 
will help other parents from experiencing the same grief. She's working closely with Spartanburg District 
One, in Spartanburg County, with their 'Alive 25' campaign.   She said speed ultimately caused her son's 
death and the fact he wasn't wearing a seatbelt. Taylor wants teens to slow down and realize how one 
mistake can be the difference in life and death. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Monday – Friday   12:00pm COPS RELOADED 
 
Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the subjects and victims 
involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   
 
 
Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 
Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  
 
Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various nights Monday thru 
Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles locally wanted criminals and gives 
viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  Each segment is 45 seconds. 

 
July 24, 2015 
 

A hospital spokesman said Friday that the remaining three people they received from a mass shooting 
at a movie theater are in stable condition and expected to make a full recovery. David Callecod, 
president of Lafayette General Medical Center, said Friday the hospital received five of the injured from 
the violence at the Grand Theater. Two were treated and released, and the others were admitted.  One 
person required surgery, and another was admitted into the intensive care unit. Two people, 21-year-
old Mayci Breaux and 33-year-old Jillian Johnson, died as a result of the shootings and nine others were 
hurt, police said Friday.   John Houser, the man police identified as the shooter, suffered from multiple 
mental issues and had been committed by his family in 2008, according to court documents.   The 
Associated Press reported that he was involuntarily taken to a hospital in Columbus, GA. His family had 
petitioned the probate court because he was a danger to himself and others, according to the filing.   
Houser's wife and other family members also filed for a temporary protection order after he "exhibited 
extreme, erratic behavior" in 2008. They said he made ominous and disturbing statements, and he 
suffered from "manic depression and/or bi-polar disorder."  His wife, Kellie Maddox Houser, removed 
guns and weapons from their home because she was worried about his mental state, the filing said.  
The protection order was granted. Houser's wife filed for divorce in March, the AP reported.   Police 
described Houser, 59, Friday as "kind of a drifter" who had been living out of a motel. Chief Jim Craft 
with the Lafayette Police Department said they believe the shooter fired 13 shots, and he had at least 
one more magazine for his .40-caliber handgun.   Responders found Breaux dead at the scene. 
Johnson died from her injuries at a hospital. Craft said of the nine others hospitalized from the shooting, 
two had been released and one remained in critical condition.   Investigators did not confirm any 
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motive. Col. Michael Edmonson with the Louisiana State Police said investigators were looking into 
possible online postings by the shooter. He said there had been references to Houser being a blogger 
and making comments about the government, but nothing had been confirmed.  The Southern Poverty 
Law Center compiled a list of online comments believed to be Houser's that show someone with an 
anti-government view. The postings refer to the U.S. as a "financially failing filth farm."  Other posts 
show a Nazi sympathizer who admired Hitler's "pragmatism." Another expressed a favorable view for 
the Westboro Baptist Church.   "We're following up on every single one of those," Edmonson said. 
"Please keep in mind, and I don’t have to tell you this, just because it's on the internet doesn’t mean it's 
true. We’re tasked in a situation here to determine what's factual.  "We cannot lose sight of the fact 
that a 21-year-old and a 33-year-old, beautiful young ladies, lost their lives last night. They had a vision. 
They had a future … They had a face. They had a name."  Houser had parked his blue 1995 Lincoln 
Continental outside the theater Thursday before the shooting.  "It is apparent that he was intent on 
shooting and then escaping," Craft said. "What happened is the quick law enforcement actions forced 
him back into the theater, at which time he shot himself."  No explosives or other devices were found in 
the vehicle or the theater. Police served a search warrant at the motel Houser had been staying at 
around 4:30 a.m., and they found wigs, glasses and other disguises, Craft said.   "We have not found 
that Mr. Houser was working with anyone or associated with anyone," Craft said. "We haven’t found 
any other threats at any other theaters. For now, this theater is closed until we do all the work we need 
to do here to piece together what happened."  The gunman started shooting around 7:30 p.m. CT 
Thursday,  20 minutes into a showing of the movie Trainwreck at the Grand Theater. Craft said the 
shooter was watching the film by himself, and the first two people he shot were sitting near him.  
Houser did not have any arrests more recent than 10 to 15 years ago, Craft said. He had an arson arrest 
and a misdemeanor for selling alcohol to a minor.  The Alabama Law Enforcement Agency said via email 
that it was assisting with the investigation.  "ALEA is committed to providing law enforcement and 
investigative support to our federal partners and Louisiana counterparts," said Spencer Collier, secretary 
of law enforcement for ALEA. "Our thoughts and prayers are with the victims and the community 
affected by this senseless act."  Houser previously lived in Phenix, City, AL, but had been in Lafayette 
since early July.  Faulkner University in Montgomery, AL, confirmed he was a student at Jones School of 
Law beginning in fall 1994. He graduated in the spring of 1998, prior to the law school receiving ABA 
accreditation. Columbus State University in Georgia said he also was a 1988 graduate from there, with a 
degree in accounting.  Gov. Bobby Jindal shared stories of heroism that took place during the attack. He 
said that a teacher jumped in front of another teacher as shots were fired, possibly saving a life. He 
added that a second injured teacher managed to pull a fire alarm, saving even more lives, Jindal said.  
The governor arrived at the scene shortly after the shooting.  “I was angry and upset all at the same 
time,” Jindal said. “A lot of us are horrified and shocked. There are families in mourning and families in 
hospitals right now hoping their loved ones are going to make a good recovery.”  About 100 people 
were in the theater at the time of the shooting, police said.   Amy Schumer, who starred in the movie, 
tweeted, "My heart is broken and all my thoughts and prayers are with everyone in Louisiana."  Katie 
Domingue, who was at the theater to see the film, said she saw an older white man stand up in the 
theater and start shooting, according to The Daily Advertiser.   Theater-goer Keifer Sanders was in the 
adjacent room during the shooting. He told CNN that, after an alarm prompted the crowd to evacuate 
the theater, he saw an individual who had been shot in the leg.   Paige Bearb, another theater-goer, told 
CNN that she saw people bleeding from gunshot wounds after running outside of the theater.   "What 
we can do now is we can pray," Jindal said. "We can hug these families. The best thing anyone can do 

https://medium.com/hatewatch-blog/lafayette-theater-shooter-fan-of-hitler-neo-nazis-and-antigovernment-conspiracies-38a16afc9643
https://medium.com/hatewatch-blog/lafayette-theater-shooter-fan-of-hitler-neo-nazis-and-antigovernment-conspiracies-38a16afc9643
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right now is pray for them. Shower them with your love."  Lafayette police asked anyone with 
information on Houser to contact them at 337-291-8650.  Monday marked the third anniversary of the 
Colorado theater shooting, when James Holmes opened fire at a showing of The Dark Knight Rises in 
Aurora.   Holmes was found guilty last week of 165 counts, including 24 counts of first-degree murder. 
He is currently in the sentencing phase of his trial, where a jury will determine whether he will receive 
the death penalty.  

 

July 24, 2015 
  

Deputies with the Pickens County Sheriff's Office said they have charged three suspects in a series of 
crimes that took place between June 7 and June 12.  Jessica Ann Gillenwater, Michael David Hardison 
and Matthew Joseph Kelley face multiple charges stemming from the crime spree, deputies said.  
Deputies said that on June 7, the suspects shattered a glass door at Masters Grocery on Moorefield 
Memorial Highway, burglarized a home on Skyland Drive, and stole a van from Hagood Mill.  On June 8, 
deputies said the suspects stole a van from Midway Church and broke into a van at Golden Creek 
Baptist church, destroying the van's steering column as they attempted to steal it.  One June 11, 
deputies said a vehicle was stolen from New Hope Church.  On June 12, deputies said an outbuilding 
was broken into at a property on Winmont Road and items were stolen from inside.  Deputies said 
Hardison, 25, was arrested on June 16 at a home in Liberty and charged with malicious damage to real 
property, burglary second degree, two counts of simple larceny, two counts of grand larceny, burglary 
third degree, breaking into a motor vehicle, a family court bench warrant and parole violation. elley, 27, 
turned himself in on Thursday, deputies said. He is charged with three counts of grand larceny, burglary 
second degree and simple larceny  Gillenwater, 28, also turned herself in Thursday. Deputies said she is 
charged with grand larceny, simple larceny, and burglary second degree.  

 

 

 

 

 

July 25, 2015 
 

Deputies with the Pickens County Sheriff's Office said they have charged three suspects in a series of 
crimes that took place between June 7 and June 12.  Jessica Ann Gillenwater, Michael David Hardison 
and Matthew Joseph Kelley face multiple charges stemming from the crime spree, deputies said.  
Deputies said that on June 7, the suspects shattered a glass door at Masters Grocery on Moorefield 
Memorial Highway, burglarized a home on Skyland Drive, and stole a van from Hagood Mill.  On June 8, 
deputies said the suspects stole a van from Midway Church and broke into a van at Golden Creek 
Baptist church, destroying the van's steering column as they attempted to steal it.  One June 11, 
deputies said a vehicle was stolen from New Hope Church.  On June 12, deputies said an outbuilding 
was broken into at a property on Winmont Road and items were stolen from inside.  Deputies said 
Hardison, 25, was arrested on June 16 at a home in Liberty and charged with malicious damage to real 
property, burglary second degree, two counts of simple larceny, two counts of grand larceny, burglary 
third degree, breaking into a motor vehicle, a family court bench warrant and parole violation.  Kelley, 
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27, turned himself in on Thursday, deputies said. He is charged with three counts of grand larceny, 
burglary second degree and simple larceny  Gillenwater, 28, also turned herself in Thursday. Deputies 
said she is charged with grand larceny, simple larceny, and burglary second degree.  

 

 

 
 
Aug. 5, 2015 
 

Mauldin police have arrested three teenagers they say committed several crimes between Saturday and 
Monday.  Brandon Michael Schnezler, 18, Hunter Matthew Schnezler, 17, and an unnamed 16-year-old 
are charged with burglary, auto breaking, vandalism, graffiti, larceny, and malicious damage, according 
to a statement issued by Mauldin Police Department.  Police say the crimes occurred at Mauldin Middle 
School and neighborhoods in the city.  Tips and videos led police to charge the three suspects.  The 16-
year-old juvenile will be referred to the Department of Juvenile Justice, while Brandon and Hunter 
Schnezler are jailed at the Greenville County Detention Center.  Police say they expect to make more 
charges.  The police department thanked everyone in the community who contacted them with 
information about the suspects. 

 

Aug. 11, 2015 
 

Greenville County deputies said an 18-year-old wanted for multiple violent crimes was located and 
taken into custody on Monday.  Dayquan Joseph Stokes was arrested in a parking lot of a business on 
Augusta Road after a short foot pursuit, deputies said.  Stokes was wanted for 12 active warrants for 
conspiracy, armed robbery, discharging a firearm within city limits, possession of a weapon during a 
violent crime, pointing and presenting a firearm, and failure to appear.  The US Marshal Task Force, the 
Greenville County Sheriff's Office K-9 Units and the Greenville Police Department were involved in the 
operation, deputies said.Stokes is currently being held in the Greenville County Detention Center 
without bond 

 
Aug. 19, 2105 
 

The man accused of slaying of nine black church members in Charleston last month has been indicted 
on dozens of federal charges, including 12 hate crime counts.  Documents released Wednesday show a 
federal grand jury indicted 21-year-old Dylann Roof on the charges. The indictments include a dozen 
allegations of obstructing someone's religious practice, a charge that can potentially carry the death 
penalty in the federal system.  Federal charges have been expected since Roof was arrested following 
the June 17 shootings at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in downtown Charleston. Roof, 
who is white, appeared in photos waving Confederate flags and burning or desecrating U.S. flags, and 
purportedly wrote of fomenting racial violence.  Prosecutors haven't said if they'll seek the death 
penalty against Roof on state charges including nine counts of murder. 
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Aug. 27, 2015 
 

An Anderson County jury convicted Bobby Joe Arflin of murdering an Iva man and crimes connected to 
a thwarted kidnapping plot.   Arflin received a 30-year sentence for murder, five years concurrent for 
possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime, and 10 years each for three 
convictions of solicitation to commit a felony. One of the solicitation convictions is to be served 
consecutively with the other two to be served concurrently.  On December 11, 2013, the defendant 
Bobby Joe Arflin ran into a truck belonging to Jody Powell parked at a home in his Belton neighborhood 
in December 2013, according to a statement from 10th Circuit Solicitor Chrissy Adams.  Powell came out 
of the house, where he was attending a child’s birthday party, to see what happened, according to the 
statement.  The men exchanged words before Arflin pulled out a revolver and shot Powell. The victim 
ran, but prosecutors say Arflin pursued Powell and shot him again from behind as several people 
watched the shooting.  Between Oct. 4 and Nov. 14, 2014, while Arflin was jailed at the Anderson 
County Detention Center awaiting trial, Arflin approached offered a cellmate land to kidnap three 
people who were going to be witnesses in the trial, according to the statement.  Arflin gave his 
cellmate a hand-drawn map of the land and the witnesses' names and ages. The cellmate reported 
Arflin's offer to law enforcement and later the two men had a discussion on the phone in which Arflin 
acknowledged the kidnapping plot, according to the statement.  Arflin was charged with three counts of 
solicitation to commit a felony - kidnapping.  “We are pleased that today’s verdict and sentencing will 
keep Mr. Arflin behind bars for what will likely be the rest of his life,” Solicitor Chrissy Adams said in the 
statement. “He has shown no remorse for his actions and instead sought to victimize three more 
innocent individuals. Today those victims and the family of Jody Powell can know that Mr. Arflin is 
facing justice for his crimes."  

 

 

 
Aug. 28, 2015 
 

An ad that the McIntosh County Sheriff’s Office placed in a Georgia newspaper is going viral.  The ad, 
which was published in this week’s issue of The Darien News, offers a free service to drug dealers who 
are frustrated with their competitors.  The ad is presented as a form that dealers can cut out and use to 
provide their rivals’ contact information to deputies.  Screenshots of the ad have since been shared 
across social media. The newspaper took to Facebook to tout the ad’s success on Thursday.  
“Advertising in The Darien News works! The above ad appeared in this week's issue and has gone viral!” 
The Darien News posted, along with a photo of the ad, on its Facebook page.  A deputy at the McIntosh 
County Sheriff's Office said the ad has already garnered a few drug tips from the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thedariennews.net/83361/1264/home
https://www.facebook.com/TheDarienNewsOnline?fref=ts
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Sept. 3, 2015 
 

The City of Spartanburg is looking into crime rates. The city is organizing a crime study to figure out 
what to do to improve the rates. Milliken and Company has decided to donate more than $70,000 to 
fund the study.  Will Rothschild, the communications manager for the City of Spartanburg, said its crime 
stats are decreasing every year, but said they can always get better. This is the first time an outside firm 
is coming in to look at their crime rates.  The goal: "Dive deeper than really anyone has before on what's 
driving our crime, where's it occurring, who's committing it, some of the underlying causes behind it," 
said Rothschild.  Rothschild said crime has dropped 30 percent in 10 years, and from 2012 to 2013 it 
dropped another 10 percent. He said that the city struggles with strict annexing policies, which means, 
"even though we have those neighborhoods that were built right on the outside fringes of the city, just 
beyond the city limits, for all intents and purposes, those people consider themselves city residents," 
sad Rothschild.  But there are only 37,000 people included in the official population, and the number of 
people served by law enforcement and fire officials is more than 120,000 because of the outside 
communities.  "When you divide your numbers of crime by 40,000 people, instead of 100 or 120,000 
people, your crime averages are going to look a lot higher," said Rothschild.  He said it's higher than 
what the overall safety of the city really is. Milliken said they care about this issue greatly, and that's 
why they're backing it. Monday, a spokesperson for the company released this statement, "The Milliken 
foundation is proud to partner with Spartanburg, not only to understand the opportunities to improve 
the safety and quality of life for all our residents."  Local businesses also said crime can be an issue 
downtown at night, and they would like to see more enforcement. Almost all businesses say they 
support the study and hope it brings change to the city.   The crime stats released by the city also show 
that the more violent crimes, called "annex crimes" including murder, robbery and arson have gone 
down 45 percent in the past 15 years, but officials said they are hoping to increase that percentage 
even more once the study is complete.  

 
 
 
Sept. 4, 2015 
 

Greenville police said a traffic stop led to the arrest of a suspect wanted in multiple crimes in both 
Greenville and Spartanburg counties.  According to Greenville police spokesman Johnathan Bragg, an 
officer was driving home after his shift Thursday when he saw a vehicle driving with a defunct license 
plate.  The officer pulled the vehicle over and discovered that the man and woman in the vehicle were 
driving a stolen car and were both wanted in connection with an armed robbery in Spartanburg County.  
Bragg said the vehicle had been reported stolen out of Spartanburg County, too.  Bragg said the male, 
Larry Smith, was also wanted on a burglary warrant out of Greenville County.  Smith was taken into 
custody and charged with possession of a stolen vehicle, driving under suspension, grand larceny, 
burglary and four bench warrants.  Bragg said the female was taken to the hospital to be treated for 
methamphetamine consumption. Charges against the female have not been announced. 
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Sept. 14, 2015 
 

Spartanburg County deputies are searching for a woman wanted for attempted murder and other 
charges after deputies said she shot a man at a home on Kaleigh Drive early Monday morning  Deputies 
were called to the home just after 2 a.m. and found a man with a gunshot wound to the chest, 
according to investigative reports.  The victim told deputies that he was visiting Freda Lynn Lambert-
Smith, who held him at gunpoint for several hours overnight. When he rushed her to try to get the gun, 
the victim said the woman shot him.  The victim was airlifted to the hospital, emergency dispatchers 
said. Deputies said the man is expected to survive.  Deputies said Lambert-Smith had fled the scene in a 
2014 white Ford Fiesta with SC license plate KLK-844. She is described as 5'4" tall, 120 pounds, with 
blond hair and brown eyes.  Warrants were signed charging Lambert-Smith with attempted murder, 
kidnapping, and possession of a weapon during a violent crime.  Anyone with information about the 
woman's whereabouts is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 1-888-CRIME-SC. 

 

Sept. 14, 2015 
 

The man accused of intentionally leaving his son in a hot car to die appeared in a Cobb County 
courtroom Monday to ask a judge to ask to suppress certain evidence in the case. Several hearings are 
scheduled this week in the case against Justin Ross Harris who was charged with murder in the death of 
his son in June of 2014. It was at that time when Ross allegedly left his 22-month-old son, Cooper, in a 
hot SUV for seven hours while he went to work at the Home Depot headquarters.  At a probable cause 
hearing last summer, details emerged about Harris sexting with women while he was at work that day. 
Investigators suggested Harris wanted to live a child-free lifestyle and said he had researched how long 
it takes to die in a hot car.   Harris' attorneys have been adamant about his innocence, calling the case a 
horrible accident. They are asking the judge to suppress evidence involving a conversation Harris had 
with his wife the day their son died. Investigators said Leanna Harris asked her husband, "Did you say 
too much?"  Her attorney said Leanna Harris' remark was taken out of context. She has not been 
charged.  The case was such a big story last summer that there's a chance the parties won't be able to 
find an impartial jury in Cobb County which would result in a change of venue.  "I think you were 
probably living under a rock if you didn't hear about this case," said Cobb County District Attorney Vic 
Reynolds. "I don't mean that in any flippant sense, but if you can't find a jury here that can be fair, then 
you've got to move it."  If that happens, it is unclear where the case will be moved.   Judge Mary Staley 
has set aside five days to hear motions in the case.  Hearings also are scheduled for October 12 and 13. 
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Sept. 18, 2015 
 

Former South Carolina Gov. Richard Riley, state legislators and the South Carolina Victim Assistance 
Network will meet in Greenville Friday to celebrate the 30th anniversary of South Carolina's Crime 
Victim Bill of Rights.  The 1984 law established a basic rights for victims of crimes in the state and helped 
establish programs and services to help victims recover and resume normal lives, according to a news 
release.  A news conference will be held at 11:30 a.m. at NOMA Square on North Main Street in 
downtown Greenville.  A luncheon event will follow at noon at the Hyatt Regency. 

 
 
Sept. 25, 2015 
 

Henderson County deputies have arrested a Hendersonville man on multiple crimes related to breaking 
and entering of motor vehicles.  Jason Wayne Marshall, 37, has been charged with misdemeanor 
communicating threats and trespassing, misdemeanor possession of stolen property, felony breaking 
and entering of a motor vehicle and felony larceny.  "Investigators have linked Marshall to many more 
thefts of property from unlocked vehicles in southern Henderson County and additional charges are 
forthcoming," Major Frank Stout said in a statement.  Prompt response by members of Patrol, Animal 
Enforcement and CID led to Marshall's arrest Thursday at the scene of a disturbance on King Road, 
Stout said.  During an interview, deputies realized that Marshall possessed property that they suspected 
had been stolen and determined that Marshall had burglarized numerous cars at locations 
throughout Henderson County, Stout said.  Deputies recovered stolen property and returned it to the 
owner before it was even reported in one case.   Marshall was being held Friday in the Henderson 
County Detention Facility under a $13,750 secured bond.   Henderson County Sheriff Charles McDonald 
says that thefts from vehicles can often lead to other crimes. Examples he used included, a credit card 
stolen from a vehicle leading to identity theft or a gun stolen from a vehicle possibly leading to an 
armed robbery or shooting.   McDonald asked the public to remove valuables from their cars at night 
and lock their car doors whenever the vehicle is unattended.   Anyone who believes they have been a 
recent victim of a vehicle breaking and entering is encouraged to call the Henderson County Sheriff’s 
Office at 828-697-4596. 

 

 

 
Sept. 29, 2015 
 

A Greer man with a long criminal record received a 17-year prison sentence and a $50,000 fine Tuesday 
for multiple drug offenses.  Travis O. Jones, 36, pleaded guilty to second-offense possession of cocaine 
with intent to distribute and second-offense distribution of crack, according to a statement from the 
7th Circuit Solicitor's Office.   Jones' charges stem from arrests on July 25, 2013 at a Wellford residence 
and Dec. 3, 2014 at a Greer home. In the first case, Jones was caught with five bags of cocaine that 
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weighed 3.21 grams and a digital scale, according to the statement. In December, Jones was arrested 
after selling a confidential police informant .22 grams of crack cocaine.  Jones will serve 85 percent of 
the prison sentence before he is eligible for release.  His criminal record spans 16 years and includes 
convictions for assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature, assault and battery on police, 
interfering with officers, false information to police, discharging a firearm in the city limits, and multiple 
drug convictions, according to the statement.  “The tireless work of the Spartanburg County Sheriff’s 
Office Narcotics Unit as well as the Greer Police Narcotics Unit continues to make this community a 
safer place,” Assistant Solicitor Eddie Hunter said in the statement. 

 

 

 

 
 

 


