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Meredith Corporation 
WHNS Fox Carolina 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

4/01/15 – 6/3/15 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Consumer Health & Safety 
An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live healthy and safe 
lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 
for personal safety. 

 
 

Education 
A concern about the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

Interest in improving student's quality of education. 
 
 

Environment 
A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 
 

Government 
An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 
 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 
An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on our communities 

 
 

Quality of Life 
An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten 
O’clock Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our 
ascertained issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as 
otherwise reported).   
 
The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed 
under the appropriate issue. 
 
WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as 
needed to inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THRID QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 
(airs weekly) 
 
Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain and improve your 
home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps everyone from the experienced do-it-
yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 

 
PSA’s Aired: Heart Association, Relay for Life (Cancer Society), (Fire, Flood, Storm), Vaccine Awareness 
 
 
 
 
April 3, 2015 
 

Anderson County deputies say they want local business owners to be on alert for scam artists.  
Investigators say two business owners were called in February by someone claiming to be power 
company representatives and in both cases the business owners were threatened by the caller to turn 
the business' power off if past due payments weren't sent in right away. Anderson County deputies say 
the callers would only accept prepaid money cards which are also known as Green Dot or Reload-it 
cards.  Local utility companies say they mail notices to customers before disconnecting service and do 
not call customers for late payments.  The South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairs warns 
people that Caller ID can be spoofed and just because a phone number looks real, it may be a fake.  
Anderson County Sheriff John Skipper says that scammers look for quick and easy cash and pre-paid 
cards are one of their primary targets. Skipper urges business owners and power customers to hang up 
if they get a call asking for payment with a pre-paid card and contact the power company directly to ask 
about their bill.  Investigators urge anyone who feels like they were a victim of a scam to contact local 
law enforcement agents.  You can also contact your local consumer protection officials at 
www.consumer.sc.gov or file a complaint with the National Fraud Information Center at www.fraud.org.  
Investigators say anyone who files a complaint helps them prevent future scams. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.consumer.sc.gov/
http://www.fraud.org/
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April 15, 2015 

Administrators with the Better Business Bureau issued a warning after receiving nine complaints from 
consumers about a liquidation company.  They said Bryan Williams filed one of the complaints and even 
though his issue was eventually resolved, he wants to warn others. As Williams walked around his 
mother's house, he said he still can't believe the mess left behind at the Greenville County home. "It's 
like somebody taking a butcher knife and stabbing me in the back," Williams said. He hired Memento 
Antique and Estate Liquidators last year to help clear out his mother's house which he needed to sale 
and said he signed contract with Jeffrey Moore to host it.  "Whatever he sold, he was going to get 38.5 
percent, or $1,500. I figured it was going to be between $15,000 to $20,000," he said.  Williams said he 
was also promised an itemized list of how much things sold for, but never got it.  "They left food out, 
they left the house without telling me and left the key inside the house," he said.  Williams said workers 
left clothes on the porch and household goods scattered throughout the home.  "I expected him to be 
above board and do the right thing. Well, obviously he did his thing- which wasn't right," Williams said.  
He said for months he couldn't find Moore and called him several times. "I got his voice mail a few 
times, he never returned my calls," he said. Williams said he filed complaints with the BBB and 
eventually got about $6,000. However, now administrators with the BBB say others are filing complaints 
against the company as well.  "People are hiring Memento Antique and Estate Liquidators and they are 
not getting the money that they are promised at the end," said Jennifer Samra, public relations director 
with the BBB.  "Two of our complainants said that they couldn't get their keys back. One of them never 
got it back and unfortunately they ended up having to change the locks on their house," Samra said.  
Williams said it's an experience that changed him forever.  "Now I don't trust anybody because he left 
me with that," he said.  FOX Carolina talked to Jeffrey Moore and he released this statement:  "Per our 
phone conversation as previous owner of Memento Liquidators there has not been any attempt to take 
advantage of our clients. In 2014, Memento incurred growth, which caused un-calculated expenses 
therefore the accounts still open. I do intend to have any open accounts paid in full. I apologize to 
clients and families that have been affected.  "Memento Liquidators has been dissolved as of 2015, and 
I am no longer involved with teh operations of this or any other estate company."  However, 
Wednesday morning, FOX Carolina found Moore's name and number still listed on the Memento 
Liquidators' website, which was linked to a company called Red Wagon Estate Sales. His name was 
removed Wednesday afternoon. 

 

 

April 24, 2015 
 

Cyclists will be peddling a new message through Spartanburg this spring.   The West Gate Family 
Therapy Institute, a nonprofit organization, will host an underwear bike ride to raise awareness about 
mental health  issues.  It's a bare yourself bike ride. The streets of Downtown Spartanburg will soon be 
filled with bikers wearing next to nothing.  Organizers say it's not just about the shock value of seeing 
riders in their skivvies. There's a bigger message that they want to send.  The bare yourself bike ride is 
the first of its kind in our area, so event organizers are hoping for the best. “I think it will definitely have 
that shock factor for a lot of people,” participant Chelsey Thompson said.  Bikers riding down Main 
Street Spartanburg in their boxer, bras,and bikinis  "I think it's a really interesting concept," Thompson 
said.  "It sounds really cool, sounds like a fun activity  to be a part of," participant Brendan Joanou said.  

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28637030/bare-yourself-bike-ride-peddling-message-for-mental-health
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28637030/bare-yourself-bike-ride-peddling-message-for-mental-health
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The bare yourself bike ride means just that. Dozens of bikers wearing very little as they pedal the 
message of mental health .  “We do want to create a buzz around this issue,” Executive Director for the 
West Gate Family Therapy Institute Elizabeth Martin said.  Martin, one of the event organizers, said it's 
not just about the shock value.  "The idea is that when people seek counseling services for the first time 
they have to make themselves vulnerable and so by being in our undies in public we can simulate that 
vulnerability and support people who choose to seek help," Martin said.  Event participants said they 
are ready to bare it all for the cause.  "I think it's really great that we are broaching the topic of mental 
illness  here since there is a very big need for services," Joanou said.  “Mental illness is something that's 
effected a lot of my friends and family throughout the years, so the fact that they're having this new 
event really catering and trying to bring awareness to that it really strikes home for me,” Thompson 
said.  For everyone else who's not quite willing to bare it all, organizer say you can still support the 
event.  “You can dress to your level of comfortability, so if undies aren't comfortable  for you, you can 
wear more and still ride,” Martin said.  "I'm a little nervous to see people's reaction but I guess that's 
the whole point of an awareness event," Thompson said.  "For me it's just like a when else do you get a 
chance to do this. It's a fun little adventure  that you might have," Joanou said.  The two mile bike ride 
will take place on April 18 on the corner of East Main and Spring Street in downtown Spartanburg. 
Proceeds from the event benefit the west gate family therapy institute. 

 

 
May 1, 2015 
 

Monday's driver's ed classes at Chapman High School were focused on teaching students how to share 
the road with bicyclists.  Driver's education instructor Kevin Carr said this is part of an ongoing effort to 
bring real-life scenarios to the school's young drivers.  "It is a definite thing they will see on the 
roadway," Carr said. "And they need to know how to handle it."  Paul Lefrancois with the Palmetto 
Cycling Coalition was one of several guest speakers brought in to talk with students. "We educate 
motorists and cyclists," Lefrancois said. "The fact of the matter is motorists and bicyclists make bad 
decisions."  Chapman substitute teacher and avid cyclist Cheri Tutterow also spoke to the class. "Cycling 
is growing more and more and I wanted the youth to be more aware," Tutterow said.  In November of 
2014,  Tutterow was injured when a car hit her while she was riding her bike,  and in April Tutterow's 
husband was also hit while riding.  "I want to improve the relationship between motorists and cyclist," 
Tutterow said.  The South Carolina Highway Patrol said seven bicyclists have been killed in the state, 
almost double the number from this same time last year.  "Whether  you are the one that got hit or the 
one that does the hitting, it will affect you," Tutterow said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28637030/bare-yourself-bike-ride-peddling-message-for-mental-health
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28637030/bare-yourself-bike-ride-peddling-message-for-mental-health
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28637030/bare-yourself-bike-ride-peddling-message-for-mental-health
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28637030/bare-yourself-bike-ride-peddling-message-for-mental-health
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May 20, 2015 
 

When the sun comes out and temperatures heat up, Harold Walker makes sure his grass and plants 
have plenty of water. However, he said something didn't seem right about his water last summer.  "My 
water had a really bad taste to it and we would just buy all our water to use," he said.  He lives in 
Anderson County and said like others, his water had a yellow tint and it smelled bad too. "As a 
consumer of a product, you should get the highest quality product for your money," Walker said.  
Administrators with the Anderson Regional Joint Water System  said the odor and taste episode came 
from an increase in algae constituents in Lake Hartwell last summer.  "A couple of species have been 
pungent. They have been unpleasant on taste and odor and they produce a chemical as they grow," said 
Scott Willett, the executive director with Anderson Regional Joint Water System.  Willett said before 
another potential algae issue happens, workers are being proactive and formed a taste and odor 
panel .  "We only have people taste treated water, so they're testing water throughout our system to 
judge whether it meets the standard that we desire," he said.  The panel is made up of volunteers from 
the public and it meets every Tuesday.  "They taste everything from raw water, which is our source 
water, to our various stages of our finished water, all the way to our distribution system," Willett said.  
The panel tastes and smells several samples of treated water during different stages. Administrators  
with Anderson Regional Joint Water said it gives them an opportunity to adjust treatment levels 
because algae constituents can be difficult to remove.  Workers said it also takes time to get samples 
back, so that's why they're testing as much as possible now. They also said they're doing pre-treatment 
in hopes of cutting down on or preventing the same issues from last summer.  "Basically we put our 
water filter on in front of the plant. It allows us to treat and remove moderate levels of taste and odor 
causing constituents," he said.  Willett said he wants consumers to know the water is tested thoroughly 
and is safe , but he he wants to make sure it tastes good too.  And Walker said that makes him feel 
better about his water.  "Anytime you can be proactive, it's a whole lot better than being reactive," 
Walker said. 

 

 
May 22, 2015 
 

It's one of the most common and popular forms of footwear during the warmer months.  Summer is 
prime time for everyone to wear sandals and flip flops, but they can actually pose a health risk.  So 
there are a few things you need to know before you buy your next pair flip flops.  As comfortable  as 
they are, flip flops can be harmful to your feet.  "Flip flops and sandals, to a degree , don't provide the 
same level of protection that a more robust shoe would,” Greenville Health System Podiatric Surgeon 
Dr. Ryan Fitzgerald said.  Fitzgerald said flip flops can lead to foot injuries and even skin cancer.  "People 
have a tendency to disregard their feet generally speaking, but particularly in the summer time when it 
pertains to shoes and sunscreen,” Fitzgerald said. "But skin cancer in the foot is not an uncommon 
thing."  "I definitely do not put sunscreen on," one consumer said.  Now some doctors are warning of a 
new danger.  "Certain materials are more porous than others and have the capacity to maintain 
moisture and certain environments that moisture can lead to fungal infection and ultimately bacterial 
infections," Fitzgerald said. Depending on the material, Fitzgerald recommends getting a new pair of flip 
flops every season. "I've had some pairs for years," one consumer said. "I really need to go through my 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28873972/anderson-co-water-system-hosts-taste-and-odor-panels
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28873972/anderson-co-water-system-hosts-taste-and-odor-panels
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28873972/anderson-co-water-system-hosts-taste-and-odor-panels
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28873972/anderson-co-water-system-hosts-taste-and-odor-panels
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29139846/doctors-warns-of-the-dangers-in-wearing-flip-flops
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29139846/doctors-warns-of-the-dangers-in-wearing-flip-flops
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closet now," another consumer said. For those that are going to wear flip flops this season, Fitzgerald 
says you should  Find one with a rigid sole, keep them clean and check your feet every day for blisters, 
cuts and scrapes to avoid fungal and bacterial infections.  "When you don't have that, that puts you at 
risk for injuries,” Fitzgerald said. 

 
 
May 25, 2015 
 

The company that produces Nylabone chews, a brand of popular dog treats, has issued a recall on a 
product due to possible health risks .  Nylabone Products said some of its 1.69-ounce "Puppy Starter 
Kit" dog chews have been recalled after they may have been possibly contaminated with Salmonella.  
The FDA said Salmonella can affect pets after ingesting the chews and can also affect humans who come 
into contact with the contaminated product.  The recall applies to the 1.69-ounce packages marked 
with Lot #21935, UPC 0-18214-81291-3 and a 3/22/18 expiration date stamped on the back of the 
package.  Consumers with this lot of the Puppy Starter Kit should discontinue use immediately and may 
return the unused portion of the product for a full refund .  Pets suffering from Salmonella infections 
may show the following symptoms, according to the FDA: lethargy, decreased appetite, fever, 
abdominal pain and diarrhea or bloody diarrhea.  Humans possibly infected with Salmonella should 
monitor  themselves for nausea, vomiting, diarrhea or bloody diarrhea, abdominal cramping and fever. 
Serious signs of Salmonella infection include arterial infections, endocarditits, arthritis, muscle pain, eye 
irritation and urinary tract symptoms.  For questions about the refund, contact Nylabone Products at 1-
855-273-7527. 

 

 

 

June 12, 2015 

The first 300 people to show up to a farmer's  market event in Spartanburg on Friday will receive free 
produce and a reusable shopping bag, according to officials at Molina Healthcare.  Molina Healthcare, a 
health management company for Medicaid and Medicare users, is partnering with Hub City Farmers 
Market to host the "Farm Fresh Freebies" event  at Northside Harvest Park on Howard Street.  Officials 
said the event aims to promote healthy eating and that free health screenings will also be provided. 
Free mammograms will be available for women  ages 50 to 65. ReGenesis Healthcare will also provide 
free blood pressure, blood sugar, and body mass index screenings during the event, officials said.  Chefs 
from the Butterfly Foundation will share recipes and show people how to prepare the free produce in 
three different dishes.  The event will also feature children's activities and face painting .  “Farm  Fresh 
Freebies” will be held from noon to 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28907953/nylabone-issues-recall-on-dog-chews-due-to-possible-salmonella-risk
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm444560.htm
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28907953/nylabone-issues-recall-on-dog-chews-due-to-possible-salmonella-risk
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28907953/nylabone-issues-recall-on-dog-chews-due-to-possible-salmonella-risk
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29303709/free-produce-health-screenings-offered-at-friday-farmers-market-event
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29303709/free-produce-health-screenings-offered-at-friday-farmers-market-event
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29303709/free-produce-health-screenings-offered-at-friday-farmers-market-event
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29303709/free-produce-health-screenings-offered-at-friday-farmers-market-event
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29303709/free-produce-health-screenings-offered-at-friday-farmers-market-event
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June 13, 2015 
 

NASCAR is updating its fire safety requirements for race teams in the wake of an explosive accident on 
pit road at Richmond.  Three crew members were injured in a fire that erupted during a pit stop in last 
month's Xfinity Series race. Fuel spilled as the crew was servicing Brendan Gaughan's car and a spark 
ignited the blaze.  NASCAR senior vice president Robin Pemberton said Friday the Richmond fire was 
caused when a fastener bolt failed on the gas can.  NASCAR will now mandate all over-the-wall pit crew 
members wear fire-protective underwear, socks, head socks and gloves. All previously were 
recommended for over-the-wall pit crew members other than the gas man.  The mandate takes effect 
June 4, except for the socks, which must be SFI-certified by August. 

 

 

 

 
June 26, 2015 
 

Techtronic Industries  will officially break ground Friday on the new TTI Power Equipment Group's 
Operations Facility on S.C. 81 just off I-85.  The company is investing  $85 million to build the 1.3-
million-square-foot distribution center and create at least 216 new jobs over the next five years.  TTI 
and Anderson County officials will host a groundbreaking  ceremony at the site on S.C. 81 at 11 a.m.  
TTI said the new plant will be up and running by the end of the second quarter of 2016.  TTI's brands 
include Milwaukee, AEG, Ryobi, Homelite, Hoover, Oreck, Vax and Dirt Devil Techtronic is a global leader 
in the home improvement, construction  and consumer product market. 

 

 
June 27, 2015 
 

A train stood still Friday after the Greenville County coroner said a young man had been hit. Malik 
Reese, 18, lost his life while crossing the tracks with a friend near Loop Street.  The coroner ruled 
Reese's death an accident, and said he died from blunt force trauma to the head. Reese's death has 
prompted safety concerns for residents who live near the tracks.  "Everybody goes that way through the 
tracks, which they shouldn't because it's dangerous," said Sheryl Jackson who saw Reese and a friend 
just a short time before Reese was fatally struck by the train.  Other residents who live nearby said the 
area around the tracks is not safe. "It's not uncommon for the teens to cross those railroad tracks and 
use it as a passageway to some of the neighboring communities around here," said Austria Hatcher, 
who lives close to the site of the accident.  "There's no protection. There's nothing to prevent anybody 
from going onto those tracks," said Hatcher.  Malik Reese formerly attended Travelers Rest High School, 
and the school district said there will be additional counselors at the school on Monday. His grandfather 
said he had a twin sister.  "Our children's lives are important, and they're the ones that basically cut 
through there," said Hatcher. She said what happened to Reese is tragic, and she hopes safety near the 
tracks will change.  "Something just needs to be done to make it safe for everybody to live, you know,. 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29186787/techtronic-industries-breaks-ground-on-new-distribution-center-to-bring-200-jobs
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29186787/techtronic-industries-breaks-ground-on-new-distribution-center-to-bring-200-jobs
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29186787/techtronic-industries-breaks-ground-on-new-distribution-center-to-bring-200-jobs
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29186787/techtronic-industries-breaks-ground-on-new-distribution-center-to-bring-200-jobs
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It's citizen's safety. It should be something that's natural. It shouldn't be something that you have to 
fight for," said Hatcher." 

 

 

 
 
 
June 30, 2015 
 

The Spartanburg County Fire Chief's Association released some fireworks statistics ahead of 
Independence Day weekend, urging people to be careful when using fireworks.  “Fireworks can be very 
dangerous, even deadly”, says Chief John Alley. “Even a simple sparkler burns at around 1,200 degrees, 
which is hot enough to cause third-degree burns to your children's hands.”  According to the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), in 2013, an estimated 11,400 people were treated in US hospitals for 
fireworks related injuries. Children age four and under are at the highest risk for injury, with children 
10-14 in second place, according to news release.  Firefighters said two out of every five fires on July 4 
each year are caused by fireworks.  In 2011, the NFPA reported 17,800 fires as a result of fireworks. 
1,200 of which were structure fires. Those fires claimed the lives of eight people and racked up more 
than $32 million in property damage.  Firefighters said the danger of consumer fireworks has grown in 
recent years, prompting the NFPA to stand out against the use of consumer fireworks and urge people 
to enjoy fireworks at public displays put on by trained professionals.  The Spartanburg County Fire 
Chief's Association also recommends leaving fireworks to the professionals. “One mistake can cause an 
injury to yourself of a loved one,” Alley said. “If you choose to use fireworks, ensure all spectators are 
well clear of the launch area.”  Lastly firefighters said to never mix alcohol and fireworks, because the 
combination could be deadly. 
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PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 

 
 

Problem/Need:  JOBS, ECONOMY, GROWTH 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April 9, 2015 
 

Alorica, a call  center company, will be holding a job fair through next Saturday.  The company said it 
will be hiring 100 people during a job fair from March 9-14 and March 16-21. Alorica is looking for 
inbound customer service  agents.  Job candidates  should "dress to impress" and bring resumes to 
356 Centerpointe Blvd. in Simpsonville between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Walk-ins are welcome.  Alorica said 
candidates meeting  hiring requirements could start full-time as early as March 16.  Interested job 
seekers can apply online as well. 

 

April 10, 2015 

Greenville Tech is offering people who want to change their careers to attend  an open house at the 
Buck Mickel Center Tuesday morning.  The event is called Quick Jobs  with a Future.  The event will 
showcase Greenville Tech's  short-term training programs that can lead to careers in manufacturing, 
health care, business, industry, IT and more.  Officials said the college offers numerous quick, non-
college credit career training programs and financial assistance  options. Some can be completed in 90 
days or less.  The open house will be from 9 to 11:30 a.m. at 216 South Pleasantburg Drive  in 
Greenville.  Visit www.gvltec.edu/quick-jobs for more information. 

 

 

April 13, 2015 

Greenville County Schools will be holding a teacher  recruitment event at the Bon Secours Wellness 
Arena on Monday.  The Shining Stars event is hosted every year by Greenville County Schools  as a way 
for candidates to search for teaching positions and meet principals and district staff. Candidates can 
visit tables of different schools they may be interested in.  The event schedule for Monday, March 16 is 
as follows:   8-8:30 a.m. - Middle and Secondary Candidates  arrive and check in for morning interviews 
if scheduled for one  8:30- 11:00 a.m. - Morning Interview for Middle and Secondary Candidates and 
Networking with Middle and High School  Principals at Career Fair  10:45 a.m.-11:15 a.m. - Early 
Childhood  and Elementary Candidates arrive and check in for afternoon interviews if scheduled for 
one  11:15 a.m.-11:45 a.m. - Welcome: Mr. Royster, Superintendent, and other Community Leaders  

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28406356/greenville-co-call-center-to-hire-100-at-job-fair
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28406356/greenville-co-call-center-to-hire-100-at-job-fair
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28406356/greenville-co-call-center-to-hire-100-at-job-fair
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28406356/greenville-co-call-center-to-hire-100-at-job-fair
http://www.aloricajobs.com/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28068278/greenville-tech-to-detail-quick-jobs-programs-tuesday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28068278/greenville-tech-to-detail-quick-jobs-programs-tuesday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28068278/greenville-tech-to-detail-quick-jobs-programs-tuesday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28068278/greenville-tech-to-detail-quick-jobs-programs-tuesday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28068278/greenville-tech-to-detail-quick-jobs-programs-tuesday
http://www.gvltec.edu/quick-jobs
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28527674/greenville-county-schools-host-teacher-job-fair-monday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28527674/greenville-county-schools-host-teacher-job-fair-monday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28527674/greenville-county-schools-host-teacher-job-fair-monday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28527674/greenville-county-schools-host-teacher-job-fair-monday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28527674/greenville-county-schools-host-teacher-job-fair-monday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28527674/greenville-county-schools-host-teacher-job-fair-monday
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noon-2:30 p.m. Afternoon Interview for Early Childhood  and Elementary Candidates and Networking 
with Elementary School Principals at Career Fair 

 

 

April 22, 2015 

Sen. Tim Scott (R, SC) is sponsoring a veterans' job and resource  fair in Greenville on Wednesday.  
According to a news release, the fair will “provide veterans with various skills and information  on 
topics, including: how they can transfer their military skills and certifications to the civilian world, an 
overview of the available educational and entrepreneurial resources, and a resume writing and 
interviewing skills workshop with a hiring manager's panel.”  The fair will be held at the Salvation Army 
Kroc Center, located at 424 Westfield Street, Greenville.  An employment workshop ill begin at 8:30 
a.m. and the job and resource fair will take place from 10 a.m. to 1p.m.  The event is hosted in 
partnership with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation - Hiring Our Heroes initiative, the 
Greenville Chamber of Commerce, the Department of Labor Veterans' Employment and Training 
Service ,the South Carolina Committee for Employer Support for Guard and Reserve, the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs, the American Legion and Goodwill Industries International. 

 

 

April 29, 2015 

It's no secret that transportation and road infrastructure  is a top priority for the state.  Fixing the 
roads is one of the top legislative priorities for 2015.  Some may even receive a survey asking how 
repairs should be paid for.  The House, the Senate and the governor have all introduced different plans 
for funding our infrastructure.  The three plans being discussed at the statehouse all include a gas tax 
increase, but there are variations on income tax breaks and sales tax caps on new cars.  “Back in the fall 
we did a similar survey on what our agenda should be for the year and overwhelmingly our members 
told us infrastructure was the number one problem and they wanted it fixed,” Vice President  of Public 
Policy for the Greenville Chamber of Commerce Jason Zacher said.  With three solid options for fixing 
the roads, the chamber of commerce  is looking for some direction.  "You know the house and the 
governor are similar in they want about a 10 cent gas tax increase. The Senate wants 12 cents gas tax 
increase. The House and the Senate want to increase the sales tax on cars, the governor doesn't 
mention that in her plan," Zacher said.  Other differences include an income tax cut to offset the gas tax 
and even give back a number of roads to counties and municipalities and make them responsible for 
maintenance.  “There's a lot of differences between them,” Zacher said.  Now the chamber is seeking 
feedback from their 8,000 businesses  and 200,000 employee members.  “I think the time has come 
where this is a real economic issue moving forward. We have to make sure that we have quality roads 
moving forward. Quality roads to deliver goods to market. We have a lot of manufacture in the upstate. 
Those folks require good roads without a lot of congestion to get trucks in and out,” Zacher said.  The 
short survey includes all three plans and based on the results, they'll take their message to Columbia .  
“It's time that we put our money where our mouth is and fix our roads and move forward  so we can 
drive our economy forward,” Zacher said.  Members of the Greenville Chamber of Commerce have until 
April 8 to fill out the survey. 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28527674/greenville-county-schools-host-teacher-job-fair-monday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28608927/sen-scott-sponsors-veterans-job-fair-in-greenville
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28608927/sen-scott-sponsors-veterans-job-fair-in-greenville
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28608927/sen-scott-sponsors-veterans-job-fair-in-greenville
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28700436/sc-chamber-of-commerce-uses-survey-to-help-the-economy
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28700436/sc-chamber-of-commerce-uses-survey-to-help-the-economy
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28700436/sc-chamber-of-commerce-uses-survey-to-help-the-economy
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28700436/sc-chamber-of-commerce-uses-survey-to-help-the-economy
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28700436/sc-chamber-of-commerce-uses-survey-to-help-the-economy
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28700436/sc-chamber-of-commerce-uses-survey-to-help-the-economy
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April 30, 2015 

If you're a young adult looking for a career in manufacturing, a job fair in Fountain Inn on Thursday 
could help you get started .  Career Skills Now, founded by the Greenville Region Workforce, is hosting 
a job fair at Capstone Church on Fairview Street from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on April 2.  The job fair is 
specifically for young adults , ages 17 through 24. The fair will offer free job training, free job 
placement support and paid on-the-job experience.  For more information  on the event, call 864-236-
6534 or visit the Career Skills Now website. 

 

May 2, 2015 
 

On Thursday a new Goodwill store in Seneca will hold its grand opening.  The Goodwill store and 
Goodwill Job Connection  will open at 1616 Sandifer Boulevard. The new 19,670-square-foot location 
will include a drive-through donation center.  PHOTOS: Look inside Seneca's new Goodwill store  
Goodwill Job Connections offer assistance  to job seekers searching for employment. The Job 
Connection will offer access to resources like computers, resume assistance and job referrals.  The store 
will open to the public at 9 a.m. 

 

May 8, 2015 

The lowest gas  prices in years and a robust economy should combine for another record tourism year 
in South Carolina.  Duane Parrish, the director of the state Department  of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism, expects 2015 to be the third straight year of record numbers for the $18 billion industry.  
Industry leaders say tourism has also been boosted by better air service. Parrish says today there are 
more direct flights from South Carolina cities to major  cities around the nation than ever.  That helps 
when about 20 percent of the state's  visitors arrive by air.  The tourism season gears  up this week 
with the annual Governor's Conference on Tourism and Travel in Myrtle Beach. Later in the week the 
Southeastern Wildlife Exposition should attract about 40,000 visitors to Charleston. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28702139/young-adult-job-fair-held-in-fountain-inn
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28702139/young-adult-job-fair-held-in-fountain-inn
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28702139/young-adult-job-fair-held-in-fountain-inn
http://careerskillsnow.com/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28268554/goodwill-store-job-connection-opens-in-seneca
http://www.foxcarolina.com/slideshow?widgetid=147229
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28268554/goodwill-store-job-connection-opens-in-seneca
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28054316/another-record-year-predicted-for-scs-18b-tourism-industry
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28054316/another-record-year-predicted-for-scs-18b-tourism-industry
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28054316/another-record-year-predicted-for-scs-18b-tourism-industry
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28054316/another-record-year-predicted-for-scs-18b-tourism-industry
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28054316/another-record-year-predicted-for-scs-18b-tourism-industry
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May 19, 2015 
 

Duke Energy announced Tuesday it will retire  its coal-fired power plant in Asheville and replace it with 
a natural gas-fired plant and modernize the electrical systems that power parts of Western North 
Carolina and Upstate South Carolina.  Officials said the $1.1 billion plan will significantly reduce 
environmental impacts, improve  system reliability and minimize long-term costs to customers.  
“We've developed an innovative plan that's a ‘win-win-win' for consumers, the environment and the 
economy,” said Lloyd Yates, Duke Energy executive vice president of market solutions  and president of 
the Carolinas region. “With the availability and near record-low cost of natural gas, this comprehensive 
project will transform the energy system in the region to meet the growing needs of our customers and 
significantly reduce emissions and water use. We're eager to move ahead quickly on these projects and 
complete the key components of the plan by the end of 2019.”  Officials said the 376-megawatt 
Asheville coal power  plant will be replaced by a $750 million, 650-megawatt natural gas-fired power 
plant with a solar generator.  The plan also includes a $320 million transmission substation in the 
Campobello area that will be connected to the Asheville power plant with a new transmission line. 

 

 
 
May 27, 2015 
 

A political group that opposes South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley's proposed state gas  tax increase will be 
spreading their message in Greenville on Wednesday by giving drivers a cost break at the gas pump.  
The group Americans for Prosperity-South Carolina will be out at the Eagles gas station on Pelham Road 
near the intersection of East North Street, where members said they will pay the gas tax burden for 
commuters.  Group members said drivers  will save about 45 cents off each gallon. The discount 
includes the current 33.12 cent federal and state taxes and the proposed ten cent hike.  Americans for 
Prosperity said they would begin paying fuel customers'  gas taxes beginning at 7:30 a.m. Wednesday.  
Gov. Nikki Haley said in January that she was in favor of raising the gas tax to improve  South Carolina 
roads and reduce state income tax. 

 

 
 
June 4, 2015 
 

Techtronic Industries announced Thursday that they're expanding their manufacturing and distribution 
operations  to Anderson County.  The $85 million investment will create at least 216 new jobs  for the 
next five years.  TTI will construct a 1.3-million-square-foot distribution center. It will be located near 
S.C. Highway interchange.  "Investing and expanding our South Carolina operations is a critical 
component of our continued success. The new facility will allow us to better serve our customers and 
enhance our leadership position in the U.S. Power Tool and Outdoor Products Marketplace," said TTI 
Power Equipment, Power Tool & Outdoor Product presidents Mike Farrah and Lee Sowell.  The 
company's brands include Milwaukee, AEG, Ryobi, Homelite, Hoover, Oreck, Vax and Dirt Devil  

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29100245/duke-energy-to-replace-wnc-coal-plant-with-natural-gas-plant-add-substation-in-upstate
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29100245/duke-energy-to-replace-wnc-coal-plant-with-natural-gas-plant-add-substation-in-upstate
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29100245/duke-energy-to-replace-wnc-coal-plant-with-natural-gas-plant-add-substation-in-upstate
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29100245/duke-energy-to-replace-wnc-coal-plant-with-natural-gas-plant-add-substation-in-upstate
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28926433/political-group-to-pay-gas-taxes-for-greenville-drivers-wednesday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28926433/political-group-to-pay-gas-taxes-for-greenville-drivers-wednesday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28926433/political-group-to-pay-gas-taxes-for-greenville-drivers-wednesday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28926433/political-group-to-pay-gas-taxes-for-greenville-drivers-wednesday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29008425/techtronic-bringing-200-jobs-to-anderson-co
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29008425/techtronic-bringing-200-jobs-to-anderson-co
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Techtronic is a global leader in the home improvement , construction and consumer product market.  
The company said the new plant will be up and running by the end of the second quarter of 2016.  "It 
really is a reason to celebrate when a company doing business  in South Carolina succeeds and makes 
the decision to expand and create more jobs here," said Gov. Nikki Haley  For more information  on the 
Techtronic Industries visit www.ttigroup.com.  

 

 
June 11, 2015 
 

South Carolina's unemployment agency has paid off its nearly $1 billion debt to the federal government, 
five months ahead of schedule.  Gov. Nikki Haley announced that the Department  of Employment and 
Workforce made a final payment Thursday of $120 million.  Director Cheryl Stanton says that means her 
agency is debt free.  Business'  unemployment insurance taxes can now go toward building up benefit 
reserves, to avoid needing to borrow if the economy nosedives again. Stanton expects the agency's 
trust fund to have $200 million in it by December.  The debt accumulated between December 2008 and 
April 2011 as the agency borrowed money to send unemployment checks amid climbing jobless rates ,  
which peaked at 11.9 percent in December 2009. The state made its first payment on the debt in 
August 2011. 

 

 

 
June 19, 2015 
 

Hiring agents will hold job fairs across the Upstate Friday to fill openings in the retail, logistics and 
textile industries.  BI-LO will be collecting applications  and conducting on-site interviews for part-time 
positions available at supermarkets in the Greer area. The hiring event will be held from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the BI-LO at 1365 West Wade Hampton Boulevard.  J. Grady Randolph Hauling Specialists are inviting 
Class-A CDL drivers to attend a job fair and open house at the company's office in Piedmont. The 
company is looking to hire flatbed drivers. The hiring event will be from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and 7 
a.m. to 11 a.m. on Saturday at 315 South Old  Piedmont Highway  SC Works will be collecting 
applications for textile machine operators Friday morning at the Laurens County Library . The hiring 
event will be held from 9 a.m. to noon at 1017 West Main Street in Laurens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29008425/techtronic-bringing-200-jobs-to-anderson-co
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29008425/techtronic-bringing-200-jobs-to-anderson-co
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29008425/techtronic-bringing-200-jobs-to-anderson-co
http://www.ttigroup.com/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29299146/sc-pays-off-1b-unemployment-debt-to-federal-government
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29299146/sc-pays-off-1b-unemployment-debt-to-federal-government
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29299146/sc-pays-off-1b-unemployment-debt-to-federal-government
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29359541/bi-lo-other-upstate-companies-hold-job-fairs-friday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29359541/bi-lo-other-upstate-companies-hold-job-fairs-friday
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29359541/bi-lo-other-upstate-companies-hold-job-fairs-friday
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 

Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 
 
Description: 
Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

PSA’s Aired: Marines Recruitment 

 

April 15, 2015 

President Barack Obama  held a Town Hall style meeting in Charlotte on Wednesday afternoon, Tax 
Day, where he talked about issues that face working families. In attendance were members of online 
communities BlogHer and SheKnows.  The town hall meeting, which the White House says is closed to 
the public, was held at ImaginOn, an educational library and theater arts center in uptown Charlotte. 
The co-founder of BlogHer, Lisa Stone, moderated the event where President Obama talked about what 
he calls "middle-class economics," the idea that everyone is playing by "the same rules."  "When women 
succeed in America, then the whole country succeeds," Obama said to a room filled with bloggers. Most 
of those in attendance were mothers and asked questions about equal pay, the wage gap, education, 
and taxes. He added "America deserves a raise."  In his proposed tax plan, Obama says he wants to cut 
taxes for 44 million working and middle class Americans, including cuts for students, families, low-wage 
workers, and those saving for retirement .  Concerns on the cost of childcare came up in the 
conversation. The President quoted a statistic that high quality childcare can cost $16,000, that's more 
than the cost of attending a public university for a year.  Obama promised to keep his remarks short and 
said he was interested in hearing about what working moms and dads are facing on a daily basis. That's 
when he opened up the floor for conversation.   BlogHer's Lisa Stone started moderating with her own 
question about the Paycheck Fairness Ace which was not passed by Congress, Obama's response was 
that the wage gap between what men and women make is a "no brainer," and said it is "not just a 
women's issue, it's a family issue."  Stone talked to WBTV earlier in the week about why this 
conversation was in Charlotte.  “The White House was already planning to be in Charlotte because 
SheKnows Media and BlogHer have about 100 different bloggers and experts in the Charlotte area. It 
was a great fit  for us,” Stone said.  Stone wrote an article titled “What would you ask President Obama 
about your paycheck, your job and your future?” She says people have been writing her about equal 
pay.  “And men who are experiencing the very real downside of a having a wife or a partner who isn't 
able to bring in more than 78 cents on the dollar,” Stone said.  Women who write and blog were invited 
to share their stories.  Melissa Llado, mother of two and writer of the blog Serendipity and Spice, says 
she balances working from home and watching her children because daycare is too expensive. "As 
women we just don't make that much money," she said.   Llado is excited to talk about financial 
concerns with the president and was granted permission to bring her three-month-old daughter.  

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28806257/obama-to-visit-charlotte-meet-with-working-women
http://www.blogher.com/
http://www.sheknows.com/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28806257/obama-to-visit-charlotte-meet-with-working-women
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28806257/obama-to-visit-charlotte-meet-with-working-women
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Fitness expert and writer of blog Peanut Butter Runner, Jen Decurtins, expressed that she pays taxes 
but since she's not in the corporate world, she doesn't get a maternity leave.   "I just want him to really 
understand and see that all of us are so different but we all are kind of working towards the same 
thing," Decurtins said.   Congresswoman Alma S. Adams joined Obama aboard Air Force One to travel to 
the Queen City.  “I am thrilled to join the President aboard Air Force One and excited to welcome him to 
Charlotte. As the Representative for more than 770,000 people in North Carolina's 12th Congressional 
District and a member of the Joint Economic Committee, I look forward to this important event on our 
economy,” Adams released in a statement on Sunday.  Issues surrounding higher education came up in 
the Town Hall meeting when a women's basketball player from Johnson and Wales asked about what 
can be done about the burden of student loans. The President responded with talking about initiatives 
to reduce the cost of higher education by proposing more online learning, more academic counseling 
for students so they can graduate on time, and making textbooks less expensive.  Obama went on to say 
that students need to be more educated about how student loans work and how interest rates work, 
saying students need to "know before you owe."  Obama ended the Town Hall meeting with a message 
to children and their parents, "we want to tell them there is nothing they can't do."  The last time 
Obama was in Charlotte was in August for the American Legion Convention. 

 

 

April 15, 2015 
 

A Senate subcommittee has advanced a bill requiring all South Carolina police officers to wear body 
cameras.  The measure approved Wednesday has a long way to go. The Senate Judiciary Committee will 
consider it next week. It would also have to go to the House.  A murder charge against an officer who 
shot an unarmed man after a North Charleston traffic stop has given the bill additional urgency.  The 
measure requires a group of state officials, sheriffs, police chiefs and others to develop body cameras 
guidelines within six months after the bill passes. Local agencies would then submit their own body 
camera policies to the group.  The bill also develops a fund to help agencies pay for the cameras. 
Senators promised to find money, but were not specific. 

 

April 21, 2015 
 

South Carolina senators may soon debate  a bill to clarify the state line with North Carolina more than 
200 years after it was originally drawn.  A border bill was sent directly to the Senate floor Tuesday. It 
comes 20 years after surveyors using satellites and GPS  pinned down the 334-mile boundary between 
the Carolinas within inches.  After the scientific work, a committee from both states worked out how 
people who suddenly find themselves in a different state can keep utilities, stay in the same schools and 
not have to pay back taxes  to their new state.  Republican Sen. Larry Martin of Pickens says both 
states must pass the exact same bill.  Only about 90 properties  will change states. Almost all are in the 
mountains or around Charlotte, North Carolina. 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28860180/sc-senate-may-soon-debate-sc-nc-state-line-bill
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28860180/sc-senate-may-soon-debate-sc-nc-state-line-bill
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28860180/sc-senate-may-soon-debate-sc-nc-state-line-bill
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28860180/sc-senate-may-soon-debate-sc-nc-state-line-bill
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May 7, 2015 

The Senate muscled its way into President Barack Obama's talks to curb Iran's nuclear program, 
overwhelmingly backing legislation Thursday that would let Congress review and possibly reject any 
final deal with Tehran.  The vote was 98-1 for the bipartisan bill that would give Congress a say on what 
could be a historic accord that the United States and five other nations are trying to finalize with Iran. 
Under the agreement, Iran would roll back its nuclear program in exchange for relief from crippling 
economy penalties. The lone "no" vote came from freshman Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., who wants the 
administration to submit any agreement to the Senate as a treaty. Under the Constitution, that would 
require approval of two-thirds of the Senate. The House is expected to vote next week on the measure. 
House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, said in a statement moments after the vote that the "goal is to 
stop a bad agreement that could pave the way to a nuclear-armed Iran, set off a regional nuclear arms 
race, and strengthen and legitimize the government of Iran." Even if Congress rejects his final nuclear 
deal with Tehran, however, Obama could use his executive pen to offer a hefty portion of sanctions 
relief on his own. He could take unilateral actions that - when coupled with European and U.N. 
sanctions relief - would allow a deal to be implemented. The U.S. and other nations negotiating with 
Tehran have long suspected that Iran's nuclear program is secretly aimed at atomic weapons capability. 
Tehran insists the program is entirely devoted to civilian purposes. The talks resume next week in 
Vienna, with a target date of June 30 for a final agreement. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky., said the bill "offers the best chance for our constituents through the Congress they elect to weigh in 
on the White House negotiations with Iran." Added Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., chairman of the Foreign 
Relations Committee: "No bill. No review." The legislation would bar Obama from waiving congressional 
sanctions for at least 30 days while lawmakers examine any final deal. The bill would stipulate that if 
senators disapprove of the deal, Obama would lose his current power to waive certain economic 
penalties Congress has imposed on Iran. The bill would require Congress to pass a resolution of 
disapproval to reject the deal, an action that Obama almost certainly would veto. Congress then would 
have to muster votes from two-thirds of each chamber to override the veto. In the House, about 150 
Democrats - enough to sustain a veto - wrote the president to express their strong support for the 
nuclear negotiations with Iran. "We urge you to stay the course," the letter said. "We must allow our 
negotiating team the space and time necessary to build on the progress made in the political framework 
and turn it into a long-term, verifiable agreement." The bill took a roller coaster ride to passage. Obama 
first threatened to veto it. Then he said he would sign it if the measure was free of amendments the 
White House believed would make continued negotiations with Tehran virtually impossible. It survived 
a blow from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who stood before Congress in March and 
warned the U.S. that an emerging nuclear agreement would pave Iran's path to atomic weapons. "It is a 
very bad deal. We are better off without it," he said in a speech arranged by Republicans. His address 
aggravated strained relations with Obama and gambled with the long-standing bipartisan congressional 
support for Israel. A few days later, Cotton and 46 of his GOP colleagues wrote a letter warning Iranian 
leaders that any deal with Obama could expire when he leaves office in January 2017. Senate 
Democratic leader Harry Reid of Nevada accused the GOP of trying to undermine the commander in 
chief while empowering the ayatollahs who lead Iran. In April, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
passed a compromise bill on a 19-0 vote. Obama withdrew his veto threat. But Republicans were not 
done trying to change the bill, drawing up more than 60 amendments.  One, from Cotton, would have 
made any deal contingent on Iran's halting its support of terrorist activities that threaten Americans. 
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Cotton used an unusual Senate procedural move to get his amendment heard. McConnell did not want 
to see the bill end in tatters, so he acted to end the amendment process and have votes on the 
legislation. "We should have insisted on amendments to put real teeth in this bill," said Republican Sen. 
Ted Cruz of Texas, who is running for president. "Ultimately, I voted yes on final passage because it may 
delay, slightly, President Obama's ability to lift the Iran sanctions and it ensures we will have a 
congressional debate on the merits of the Iran deal." Another 2016 candidate, Sen. Sen. Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., said the bill puts Congress in a better position than having no say. "At a minimum, at least it 
creates a process whereby the American people through their representatives can debate an issue of 
extraordinary importance," Rubio said. 

 

 

June 18, 2015 
 

Both President Barrack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden spoke about the Charleston church 
massacre on Thursday, expressing sorrow in wake of the deadly shooting that claimed nine lives in the 
South Carolina coastal city.  Investigators said a gunman opened fire during a prayer service at Emanuel 
AME Church around 9 p.m. Eight people died at the church and a ninth victim passed away at the 
hospital, investigators said.  President Obama made the following remarks shortly after the suspect in 
the shooting was arrested in Shelby, NC, more than 200 miles from where the shooting occurred.  Good 
afternoon, everybody. This morning, I spoke with, and Vice President Biden spoke with, Mayor Joe Riley 
and other leaders of Charleston to express our deep sorrow over the senseless murders that took place 
last night.  Michelle and I know several members of Emanuel AME Church. We knew their pastor, 
Reverend Clementa Pinckney, who, along with eight others, gathered in prayer and fellowship and was 
murdered last night. And to say our thoughts and prayers are with them and their families, and their 
community doesn't say enough to convey the heartache and the sadness and the anger that we feel.  
Any death of this sort is a tragedy. Any shooting involving multiple victims is a tragedy. There is 
something particularly heartbreaking about the death happening in a place in which we seek solace and 
we seek peace, in a place of worship.  Mother Emanuel is, in fact, more than a church. This is a place of 
worship that was founded by African Americans seeking liberty. This is a church that was burned to the 
ground because its worshipers worked to end slavery. When there were laws banning all-black church 
gatherings, they conducted services in secret. When there was a nonviolent movement to bring our 
country closer in line with our highest ideals, some of our brightest leaders spoke and led marches from 
this church's steps. This is a sacred place in the history of Charleston and in the history of America.  The 
FBI is now on the scene with local police, and more of the Bureau's best are on the way to join them. 
The Attorney General has announced plans for the FBI to open a hate crime investigation. We 
understand that the suspect is in custody. And I'll let the best of law enforcement do its work to make 
sure that justice is served.  Until the investigation is complete, I'm necessarily constrained in terms of 
talking about the details of the case. But I don't need to be constrained about the emotions that 
tragedies like this raise. I've had to make statements like this too many times. Communities like this 
have had to endure tragedies like this too many times. We don't have all the facts, but we do know that, 
once again, innocent people were killed in part because someone who wanted to inflict harm had no 
trouble getting their hands on a gun. Now is the time for mourning and for healing.  But let's be clear: At 
some point, we as a country will have to reckon with the fact that this type of mass violence does not  



  

 23 

happen in other advanced countries. It doesn't happen in other places with this kind of frequency. And 
it is in our power to do something about it. I say that recognizing the politics in this town foreclose a lot 
of those avenues right now. But it would be wrong for us not to acknowledge it. And at some point it's 
going to be important for the American people to come to grips with it, and for us to be able to shift 
how we think about the issue of gun violence collectively.  The fact that this took place in a black church 
obviously also raises questions about a dark part of our history. This is not the first time that black 
churches have been attacked. And we know that hatred across races and faiths pose a particular threat 
to our democracy and our ideals.  The good news is I am confident that the outpouring of unity and 
strength and fellowship and love across Charleston today, from all races, from all faiths, from all places 
of worship indicates the degree to which those old vestiges of hatred can be overcome. That, certainly, 
was Dr. King's hope just over 50 years ago, after four little girls were killed in a bombing in a black 
church in Birmingham, Alabama.  He said they lived meaningful lives, and they died nobly. “They say to 
each of us,” Dr. King said, “black and white alike, that we must substitute courage for caution. They say 
to us that we must be concerned not merely with [about] who murdered them, but about the system, 
the way of life, the philosophy which produced the murderers. Their death says to us that we must work 
passionately and unrelentingly for the realization of the American Dream.  “And if one will hold on, he 
will discover that God walks with him, and that God is able to lift you from the fatigue of despair to the 
buoyancy of hope, and transform dark and desolate valleys into sunlit paths of inner peace.”  Reverend 
Pinckney and his congregation understood that spirit. Their Christian faith compelled them to reach out 
not just to members of their congregation, or to members of their own communities, but to all in need. 
They opened their doors to strangers who might enter a church in search of healing or redemption.  
Mother Emanuel church and its congregation have risen before –- from flames, from an earthquake, 
from other dark times -– to give hope to generations of Charlestonians. And with our prayers and our 
love, and the buoyancy of hope, it will rise again now as a place of peace. Thank you.  Vice President Joe 
Biden issued the following remarks Thursday afternoon, calling the suspect, Dylann Roof, a coward.Hate 
has once again been let loose in an American community. And the senseless actions of a coward have 
once again cut short so many lives with so much promise. Our hearts ache with sorrow with the entire 
Emanuel AME Church family as they seek solace and comfort in the shadow of a gunman's act of pure 
evil and hatred. Our love and prayers are with them. We last saw Reverend Clementa Pinckney less than 
a year ago at a prayer breakfast in Columbia. He was a good man, a man of faith, a man of service who 
carried forward Mother Emaunel's legacy as a sacred place promoting freedom, equality, and justice for 
all. We pray for him and his sister as we do for the seven other innocent souls who entered that storied 
church for their weekly Bible study seeking nothing more than humble guidance for the full lives ahead 
of them.  We have no doubt the coward who committed this heinous act will be brought to justice. But 
as a nation we must confront the ravages of gun violence and the stain of hatred that continues to be 
visited on our streets, in our schools, in our houses of worship, and in our communities.  As Mayor Riley 
made clear, all of Charleston's heart bleeds today—but the overwhelming display of unity will bring 
forth the city's healing. We will never forget those innocent souls who lost their lives. We will be there 
with all the strength and support and prayers we can offer to the families who now grieve. And as a 
nation we will come together. 
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June 19, 2015 

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley says the gunman who killed nine people during a shooting spree at a 
Charleston church should get the death penalty.  Speaking Friday morning on NBC's "Today" show, 
Haley said "we will absolutely will want him to have the death penalty."  Twenty-one-year-old Dylann 
Storm Roof was arrested Thursday in North Carolina, a day after nine people were killed during a Bible 
study at a historic black church in downtown Charleston.  Those killed included the minister at The 
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church.  The shooting is being considered a hate crime.  10:45 
p.m.  Felecia Sanders says she survived a shooting massacre at a historic black church in Charleston by 
playing dead as she lay on top of her granddaughter to protect her.  Cynthia Taylor told The Associated 
Press that she spoke with Sanders and that is what Sanders told her.  Taylor is the niece of 87-year-old 
shooting victim Susie Jackson, who was a longtime member of The Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church and sang in the choir.  A white male fatally shot nine people at the church Wednesday night 
during a Bible study session.  Police arrested 21-year-old Dylann Roof in North Carolina on Thursday and 
flew him back to South Carolina to face charges. 

 

 

 

 
June 23, 2015 
 
Gov. Nikki Haley was joined by Sen. Tim Scott and other South Carolina state leaders as she called for 
the Confederate flag to be removed from the SC Statehouse grounds at a press conference on Monday.  
"We have stared evil in the eye and watched good, prayerful people killed in one of the most sacred of 
places," Haley spoke about the nine people killed in the Emanuel AME Church in Charleston on June 17.  
Haley then spoke about the history of the flag and called for its proposed removal.  "For those who wish 
to show their respect for the flag on their private property, no one will stand in their way," said Haley.  
"But the Statehouse is different, and the events of this past week call upon us to look at this in a 
different way. Fifteen years ago after much contentious debate, South Carolina came together in a 
bipartisan way to move the flag from atop of the capitol dome. Today, we are here in a moment of unity 
in our state, without ill will, to say it's time to move the flag from the capitol grounds," Haley continued. 
  Read former SC Gov. Mark Sanford's statement here  Read Sen. Tim Scott's statement here  Sen. 
Lindsey Graham also urged that the flag be removed and released the following statement:  "In the 
worst of tragedies, we have seen the best of South Carolina. Today, I am urging that the Confederate 
Battle Flag be removed from statehouse grounds to an appropriate location. After the tragic, hate-filled 
shooting in Charleston, it is only appropriate that we deal once and for all with the issue of the flag. The 
love and forgiveness displayed by victims of this horrific, racially motivated shooting, along with all the 
people of Charleston, is an example to us all. The victims' families and the parishioners of the Mother 
Emanuel AME Church reflect everything good about the Christian religion and the people of South 
Carolina. I hope that, by removing the flag, we can take another step towards healing and recognition – 
and a sign that South Carolina is moving forward.” The call for its removal comes less than a week after 
a 21-year-old Dylann Roof was accused of shooting and killing nine people at a bible study at Emanuel 
AME Church.  The flag was originally placed on the dome in 1962, but was moved to its present location 
on July 1, 2000, after the South Carolina Heritage Act of 2000 was passed.  Spartanburg Representative 
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Doug Brannon said he plans to propose a bill that would put the flag in a museum. Brannon said that in 
its current debates, the legislature can only take up budget issues, but if an amendment to the budget 
concerning the flag is added, then lawmakers could vote on the flag issue. Brannon said legislators are 
expected to meet and vote on the budget on Tuesday. Read the full South Carolina law on the 
Confederate flag at the Statehouse here.  A rally will be held at the State House Tuesday morning at 11 
a.m. in which demonstrators said they will call for the flag to be taken down. FOX Carolina will stream 
the rally live on FOXCarolina.com. 
 

 

June 23, 2015 
 

Sen. Vincent Sheheen proposed a bill on Tuesday that would move the Confederate flag from the 
Statehouse to a museum.   The bill was proposed shortly after the House  of Representatives and the 
Senate voted in favor of debating the Confederate flag issue in the waning days of the 2015 session.  
The bill was introduced by Sheehan, Gerald Malloy, Creighton Coleman, Marlon Kimpson and co-
sponsored by numerous other senators.   "A bill to amend section 1-10-10(A) of the 1976 code, relating 
to the flags authorized to be flown atop the Statehouse and on the Capitol complex, to remove 
reference to the South Carolina Infantry Battle Flag of the Confederate States of America, to provide for 
the permanent removal of the South Carolina Infantry Battle Flag of the Confederate States of America 
from its location adjacent to the Confederate Soldier  Monument, and to provide that upon its 
removal, the South Carolina Infantry Battle Flag of the Confederate States of America shall be 
transported to the Confederate Relic Room for appropriate display," the bill read.  

 

 

June 30, 2015 

A tough-talking New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie launched his 2016 campaign for president  Tuesday with 
a promise to tell voters the truth even if it makes them cringe. The Republican governor, a one-time 
GOP favorite who faded and now tries to climb back, lashed out at "bickering leaders" from both 
political parties in a kickoff rally in the gymnasium of his old  high school. And in his trademark blunt 
style, he told voters - and warned Republican rivals - that he's ready to be aggressive in the 2016 
contest.  "You're going to get what I think whether you like it or not, or whether it makes you cringe 
every once in a while or not," Christie declared. He added: "I am now ready to fight for the people of 
the United States of America."  Christie enters a Republican presidential field that already has more 
than a dozen GOP candidates. Not all draw as much attention as Christie, who will compete for the 
same slice of the electorate as pragmatic-minded White House hopefuls such as former Florida Gov. Jeb 
Bush.  But it's an accomplished lineup of governors, senators and business  people. Christie's effort is 
largely driven by his outsized personality, and his resume, while notable, contains scattered land mines 
that have given many Republicans pause.  Four years ago, some of Christie's backers tried to persuade 
him to challenge President Barack Obama. In the years since, he won re-election with ease, but also 
struggled to revive New Jersey's moribund economy and fought with the state's Democratic-controlled 
legislature over pensions and the state budget.  While Christie's turn as head of the Republican 
Governors Association was widely viewed as a success in the 2014 midterm elections, he's also faced 
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the fallout from the actions of three former aides, charged with creating politically motivated traffic 
jams at a bridge to retaliate against a Democratic mayor who declined to endorse Christie's re-election.  
Christie has not been tied directly to wrongdoing and denies he had anything to do with the bridge 
closing. No evidence has emerged to refute that.  Still, the episode deepened the sense that he may 
surround himself with people who will do anything to win. He declared early in the scandal that "I am 
not a bully" to counter the public perception that he is just that.  The governor faces a tough sell with 
many conservatives, but has seemingly found his stride at times in visits to early voting states with the 
lively town hall meetings he's known for at home . There will be plenty more of those now that he's an 
affirmed candidate.  Emboldened by his political successes in heavily Democratic New Jersey, he sees 
himself as a leader who can work across Washington's bitter partisan divide.  "We need this country to 
work together again, not against each other," he said with his wife, Mary Pat, and their four children 
standing behind him. He promised to lead a White House that would "welcome the American people no 
matter what party, no matter what race or creed or color."  Yet Christie also jabbed Obama's "weak and 
feckless foreign policy" and called Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton the 
president's "second mate."  "America is tired of hand-wringing and indecisiveness and weakness in the 
Oval Office," he said. "We need to have strength and decision-making and authority back in the Oval 
Office. And that is why today I am proud to announce my candidacy for the Republican nomination for 
president of the United States of America."  In 2012, Christie was seen as the charismatic, pragmatic 
governor who burst onto the scene in made-for-YouTube moments. He gained national attention with a 
landmark deal in which the state's public sector unions agreed to higher health care  costs and 
retirement ages in exchange for promised payments into the state's chronically underfunded pension 
season.  But now, Christie has been eclipsed by others in a pack of more than dozen rivals. And his poll 
numbers at home have sunk to record lows. New Jersey's economy is lagging and there have been nine 
credit downgrades on Christie's watch.  Christie grew up in Livingston, a town about 20 miles west of 
New York City, and served as class president at the high school . His high school friends were among 
the first to receive word that Christie would be launching his campaign at their old school.  Peoples 
reported from Washington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29438314/christie-promises-blunt-campaign-as-he-enters-2016-contest
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29438314/christie-promises-blunt-campaign-as-he-enters-2016-contest
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/29438314/christie-promises-blunt-campaign-as-he-enters-2016-contest


  

 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 28 

 
PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 

Problem/Need:  ENVIRONMENT 
 

PSA’s Aired:  National Wildlife Federation, Arbor Day Foundation, Ad Council Discovering Nature, NC 
Hands 

 
 
 
 
 

 
April 17, 2015 
 

North Carolina regulators say Duke Energy  illegally pumped 61 million gallons of contaminated water 
from a coal ash pit near the Cape Fear River.  State Department  of Environment and Natural Resources 
spokesman Jamie Kritzer said Thursday the dumping violated Duke's wastewater permit at its Cape Fear 
plant. The agency has issued Duke a formal notice of violation, which could result in hefty fines.  The 
state  is now testing water samples from the Cape Fear River.  Kritzer says regulators have notified 
cities and towns downstream of the plant. So far, none have reported problems with drinking water.  
The dumping was first spotted March 10 by the environmental group  Waterkeeper Alliance.  A Feb. 2 
coal ash spill at different Duke plant coated 70 miles of the Dan River with toxic sludge. 

 

 

 
April 18, 2015, 
 

The Greenwood County Coroner said a 57-year-old man was killed in a house fire Monday night.  The 
fire broke out around 8:30 p.m. at a home on Highway 246 North.  Greenwood County Fire Coordinator 
Steve Holmes said firefighters were on scene a little under 10 minutes after the call came in. When they 
entered the home, they found an unresponsive man.   Holmes said gasoline and propane were involved 
in the fire. He said the house was without power and generators were being used.   Coroner Sonny Cox 
said Thomas Webb Hutchinson died from carbon monoxide poisoning and thermal injuries  Neighbors 
said Hutchinson was wheelchair-bound and that his dog also died in the fire.  Firefighters with the 
Greenwood Fire Department said the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Arson Team was called 
to the investigate.  Firefighters said Tuesday morning there was no sign of criminal intent and that the 
cause of the fire remained under investigation. 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25030461/regulators-say-duke-pumped-coal-ash-near-nc-river
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25030461/regulators-say-duke-pumped-coal-ash-near-nc-river
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25030461/regulators-say-duke-pumped-coal-ash-near-nc-river
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25030461/regulators-say-duke-pumped-coal-ash-near-nc-river


  

 29 

 

April 20, 2015 
 

The National Weather Service  said the damage caused during Monday's storms in Anderson County 
was not from a tornado. NWS officials said the damage centered around Highway 187 was most likely 
the result  of a downburst producing 80-90 mph winds.  Click here for pictures of the storm damage. 
They said their conclusion is based on the lack of a concentrated damage path and the fact that most of 
the damage was parallel to the storm's  motion. They said the damage was caused by winds flowing 
away from the storms.  Anderson and Greenville counties were under a tornado warning for about an 
hour between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. when the damage occurred. Pea-size to dime-size hail and strong winds 
were reported throughout the area.  Read more: Woman, dog safe after storm destroys Anderson Co. 
home 

 
 
April 21, 2015 
 

Officials with the National Weather Service and Anderson County Emergency Management toured an 
area along Hix Road in Townville Tuesday to determine whether or not a tornado touched down during 
heavy storms Monday afternoon.  A home was destroyed when the storms hit the area. The roof was 
torn off and trees fell in the front yard.  SLIDESHOW: Storm damage on Hix Road  A woman and her dog 
managed to escape the home and seek shelter with a neighbor.  At nearby addresses, outbuildings were 
destroyed and debris was scattered in yards.  A FOX Carolina meteorologist toured the scene with NWS 
and ACEM officials Tuesday and will have an update on The Four O' Clock News. 

 

 

April 23, 2015 

We'll see more scenes like the picture with this post going into this evening, Saturday & Sunday.  Today 
we are in a transition phase, going from a fairly stable environment, to a more storm-prone 
environment.  As we get into the evening, storms will become more numerous around the Upstate and 
mountains.  Our severe threat won't be as high as yesterday, but we could still see a few strong  
thunder-boomers out there.  An upper trough and associated cold front will be moving closer tonight 
and tomorrow, and that will help  to keep showers and storms around. In fact, we may have some 
showers lingering into the late night hours!  Severe threat overnight will be low luckily.  Saturday watch 
for storms firing as the front approaches from the west.  Some of our models  are showing a complex 
of heavy storms over our area during the evening hours Saturday, while others are showering scattered 
activity through the day.  Take home message - there's a better chance than not that you WILL see rain 
at some point on Saturday.  Sunday we'll have a slightly lower rain chance, but I still expect scattered 
storms Sunday afternoon as the front will be lingering around our area. It may clear us by Sunday night, 
leaving a dry Monday (here's hoping!)  Andy is enjoying some much-deserved time off, so I'll be 
covering storms Saturday, while Nicole will be at the helm on Sunday!  Email  your weather pics to us 
through the weekend to weather@foxcarolina.com! 
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April 30, 2015 
 

The Children's Trust of South Carolina is hosting a "safe sleep summit" to reduce the number of infant 
deaths from unsafe sleeping environments.  Thursday's meeting in Columbia is expected to draw more 
than 150 professionals. It's the first such session held by the group.  The trust says the Department of 
Health and Environmental Control has reported that the number of infant deaths caused by accidents 
increased from 30 deaths in 2011 to 41 in 2012. DHEC said suffocation and strangulation in bed 
accounted for nearly all of those accidents.  More than a half-dozen of state and national experts on 
children's safety issues are speaking.  The event is set for 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Columbia Marriott 
Hotel. 

 

 

May 1, 2015 
 

The Greenville Zoo is inviting the public for a day of animal activities and education  Saturday.  The 
zoo's annual Animal Enrichment Day will be held April 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Throughout the day, 
guests can watch and learn  about the process of enrichment and how it benefits animals in captivity.  
Enrichment provides opportunities for the zoo's animals to interact  with stimulating and challenging 
environments and to participate in engaging activities.  The zoo will also offer an activity  table where 
children can help create enrichment toys for the animals and a zoo employee dunk tank.  Activities  
and talks are scheduled at the following times:  10:30 a.m., Lion Exhibit – Blood Pops  11:00 a.m., 
Siamang Exhibit – Enrichment Cable  11:30 a.m., Ocelot Exhibit – Minnow Madness  12:00 p.m., Spider 
Monkey Exhibit – Easter Egg Hunt  12:30 p.m., Farm Yard – Farm Yard Frenzy  1:00 p.m., Alligator Exhibit 
– Alligator Anecdotes  1:30 p.m., Coati Exhibit – Wheel of Enrichmen  2:00 p.m., Orangutan Exhibit – 
Hanging Enrichment 

 

 

May 6, 2015 
 

A different kind of class  is in session at J.L. Mann high school.  There are pencils and paper, but there 
are also laptops and smartphones. And instead of lecturing in front of the class, teachers rove the room.  
"It is project-based, meaning students do all of their learning through projects," said Charlie Mayfield, 
the school's  principal. Mayfield said students work on those projects together.  “It's a very social  
environment so you are not sitting there quietly listening to a teacher lecture on and on,” student Sam 
Stuckert said.  “I've been able to get more involved and I can ask more questions,” student Amanda 
Fischer said.  J.L. Mann High School is the second school in Greenville County, and only the eighth in the 
state,  that participates in the New Tech  Network, a nonprofit organization that helps schools 
nationwide bring innovation into the classroom.  “The first day I was like, wow, this is really something 
different from normal school,” student Sharan Ravishankr said.  School officials said the program mimics 
real life, giving students additional freedoms and preparing them for life after school.  “We feel like 
training the kids now for unknown environments, helping them to be creative problem solvers, being 
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able to work collaboratively is crucial for them to be successful  workers in the future,” Mayfield said.  
Right now, J.L. Mann has a group of 120 students enrolled in the program, but next year they're adding 
150 new spots for incoming freshman and a handful of sophomores.  According to school officials, 
anyone interested just needs to sign-up. Officials said the program is free and open to any student in 
the Greenville County school district .  “It is new, so I think some people are hesitant, and our students 
at J.L. Mann have done very well in the traditional model so I'm sure people are like, 'Why should I try 
something new?'" said Mayfield.  But he said he stands behind the program so much, his own daughter 
is enrolled.  “This is the program I chose for my own child because I saw the benefits on what I thought 
it could do for her," he said. 

 

May 8, 2015 

The Pickens County School District said a student was arrested for bringing a gun to school Friday.  
Spokesperson John Eby said about 8 a.m. a student informed a school resource officer after they were 
threatened Thursday night.  Eby said the officer and the assistant principal immediately questioned the 
student accused of the making the threat and found a gun in the student's possession.  Pickens police 
said the gun was a loaded .38 revolver. They said the gun was in the student's boot.  "We want to 
commend the student who contacted the school resource officer and prevented any violent action," 
Eby said. "We also commend the school resource officer and the Pickens High School administration for 
responding swiftly to keep the school safe and the learning environment undisturbed."  The gun was 
confiscated and the student was arrested.  Police said the student was charged with possession of a 
firearm on school property.  

 

 
 
 
June 19, 2015 
 

Hydroponic farming has been around for centuries, but now with growing food deserts, which are 
geographic areas where nutritious and affordable  food is hard to obtain, one Upstate man is hoping 
the technique catches on.  Emil Gentolizo is not a full-time farmer , actually he's far from it, working in 
IT.  "I provide mobile strategy to create revenue for large enterprise businesses ," said Gentolizo.  But 
Gentolizo, who lives in Chesnee with his wife and three kids, said he wanted a way to feed his family  
"fresh, real food."  "We don't even have a Whole Foods here, we have to drive an hour away to 
Greenville and on top of that you have to pay an exuberant amount for that as well," he said.  So 
Gentolizo said he began experimenting with hydroponic farming in his garage, building vertical farms 
with materials and equipment  he says you can buy from any big box store. Gentolizo says he's grown 
cucumbers, tomatoes, carrots, a mix of microgreens and even okra, which he said he grew during 
winter.  Growing vegetables year-round is one of the benefits of hydroponic farming, according to 
Gentolizo. It's possible because the farm  is a controlled environment, using blue and overhead lights 
to mimic the sun and pumping in water on a timer. There's also no dirt, just nutrients.  Gentolizo says he 
hopes other people realize how easy it is to have fresh, organic foods, no matter where you live.  "If you 
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can keep an aquarium of fish alive, like say a 150 gallon tank, you can do hydroponics," he said.  To help 
spread his message and help provide fresh foods to more people, Gentolizo started Small Town Foods 
and said he soon hopes to expand to a 2,000- to 3,000-square-foot space.  Right now, he sells what his 
family doesn't eat to the Hub City Farmer's Market, but soon hopes he can farm full-time and have 
something to pass along to his 10-year-old son. 

 

 

 
 
June 24, 2015 
 

Hydroponic farming has been around for centuries, but now with growing food deserts, which are 
geographic areas where nutritious and affordable  food is hard to obtain, one Upstate man is hoping 
the technique catches on.  Emil Gentolizo is not a full-time farmer , actually he's far from it, working in 
IT.  "I provide mobile strategy to create revenue for large enterprise businesses ," said Gentolizo.  But 
Gentolizo, who lives in Chesnee with his wife and three kids, said he wanted a way to feed his family  
"fresh, real food."  "We don't even have a Whole Foods here, we have to drive an hour away to 
Greenville and on top of that you have to pay an exuberant amount for that as well," he said.  So 
Gentolizo said he began experimenting with hydroponic farming in his garage, building vertical farms 
with materials and equipment  he says you can buy from any big box store. Gentolizo says he's grown 
cucumbers, tomatoes, carrots, a mix of microgreens and even okra, which he said he grew during 
winter.  Growing vegetables year-round is one of the benefits of hydroponic farming, according to 
Gentolizo. It's possible because the farm  is a controlled environment, using blue and overhead lights 
to mimic the sun and pumping in water on a timer. There's also no dirt, just nutrients.Gentolizo says he 
hopes other people realize how easy it is to have fresh, organic foods, no matter where you live.  "If you 
can keep an aquarium of fish alive, like say a 150 gallon tank, you can do hydroponics," he said.  To help 
spread his message and help provide fresh foods to more people, Gentolizo started Small Town Foods 
and said he soon hopes to expand to a 2,000- to 3,000-square-foot space.  Right now, he sells what his 
family doesn't eat to the Hub City Farmer's Market, but soon hopes he can farm full-time and have 
something to pass along to his 10-year-old son. 

 

June 30, 2015 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Gina McCarthy, along with State 
Representative Harold Mitchell, Jr., and various federal state and local officials, along with private 
sector representatives participated in a tour and celebration of the ReGenesis Project, a successful 
collaboration credited with revitalizing Spartanburg, and the surrounding community on Tuesday.  
Founded by State Representative Mitchell, the ReGenesis Project's mission was to represent 
neighborhood interests in cleaning up contaminated sites and revitalizing the surrounding community in 
Spartanburg.   Mitchell did a presentation at the White House on how the ReGenesis Project made an 
impact in Spartanburg and it convinced the EPA Administrator to come to Spartanburg and see it 
firsthand on Tuesday.  ReGenesis leveraged an initial $20,000 grant from the EPA Office of 
Environmental Justice into more than $270 million in revitalization, clean up, housing, job training, 
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Federally Qualified Health Centers, and infrastructure.  Today's events highlighted the project's 
longevity by demonstrating its sustainability as a successful public-private community partnership, 
involving residents, local industry, and government agencies at the local, state, and federal level. The 
partnership was recently honored by the American Planning Association, receiving the National 
Planning Excellent Award for Advancing Diversity and Social Change (in honor of Paul Davidoff).  As a 
result, the partnership led to a series of community design charrettes and a new vision for both 
neighborhoods. Area residents have experienced significant progress. They now benefit from a new, $2 
million community recreation center, new housing, a much needed highway, additional green space, 
and new job opportunities.  Mitchell was working with Sen. Pinckney on bill H3874 involving renewable 
energy before the senator was tragically killed in the shooting at Emanuel AME Church.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 
Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 

 
PSA’s Aired: NASCAR Foundation 
 
 
April 1, 2015 
 

Rep. Trey Gowdy (R, SC) and Converse College President  Betsy Fleming will discuss "Transparency and 
Affordability in Higher Education" with Converse College and Sweet Briar College alumnae on 
Wednesday evening.  The event  will be held at the Poinsett Club in Greenville at 6 p.m.  According to a 
news release, Gowdy, who is married to Converse alumna Terri Dillard Gowdy, has said "[A] critical issue 
facing our nation's education  system is the rising cost of higher education. As Congress debates the 
best way to reduce the cost of higher education, we will continue to help students by increasing 
transparency to guarantee parents and students have the best possible information when making 
decisions about higher education.”  Fleming is expected to speak about tuition rates  and address the 
need for colleges and universities to change their business models to succeed in the current 
marketplace.  The event is not open to the public. 

 

April 6, 2015 

South Carolina could be one step away from replacing Common Core education  standards with state-
developed guidelines.  The Education Oversight Committee voted 11-1 Monday to approve new math 
and reading standards, clearing the way for the Board of Education to give the final OK on Wednesday. 
A law passed last spring required Common Core's replacement in the upcoming school  year.  
Standards outline what students  should know after completing each grade.  All of South Carolina's 
public colleges have certified the new standards adequately prepare students for college and careers 
after high school.  According to the EOC, the new standards exceed Common Core's demands.  South 
Carolina was among more than 40 other states that adopted Common Core standards. Though the 
effort was not federal, opponents nationwide  criticized it as a nationalization of education. 

 

 

April 13, 2015 

Sen. Tim Scott's Office will hold veteran  training workshops and veteran job fairs in the Upstate this 
week. Attendees are encourage to bring copies of their current resume or a list of prior work  
experience.  Here is the workshop  schedule:  Monday, March 16, 2015  Sen.Tim Scott's Office and Tri-
County Technical College present a veterans job workshop on education  and entrepreneurshipTri-
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County Technical College Anderson Campus 511 Michelin Blvd. Anderson, SC 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 19, 2015 Sen. Tim Scott's Office, Greenville Technical College and SC Accelerate 
present a veterans job workshop on education and career opportunities  Greenville Technical College 
Northwestern Campus 8109 White Horse Road Greenville, SC 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.  The job fair will be on 
March 25 at the Salvation Army's Kroc Center at 424 Westfield St. in Greenville. An employment 
workshop will kick off the event  from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. followed by the jobs fair from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

April 14, 2015 

The House education  committee has rejected a bill allowing private school students to play sports at 
their local public school.  The motion failed Tuesday by a vote of 8-8. The bill would give private school 
students access  to all extracurricular activities at the school they would otherwise attend, unless the 
private school offered the activity.  Supporters offered to restrict the access to middle school  sports. 
Republican Rep. Tommy Stringer said the amendment was geared for students who intend to transfer 
and play for their public high school but need to qualify in middle school. That amendment also failed 8-
8.  Opponents questioned how public schools could access private school records to ensure students  
are and remain eligible to play.  A 2012 law gave home-schooled students access to public school 
activities. 

 

April 21, 2015 
 

Google is changing its search algorithm Tuesday, and it could impact businesses significantl 
"Mobilegeddon," as its being called, will have a huge impact on search optimization .  The change will 
affect how Google does searches on smartphones. Search results will now list websites with mobile  
versions higher.  The new change won't impact googling on desktops or tablets.  Website operators are 
trying to keep their sites high in the search rankings. Businesses  were given two months to prepare for 
the change. 

 

 

April 29, 2015 

Rep. Trey Gowdy (R, SC) and Converse College President  Betsy Fleming will discuss "Transparency and 
Affordability in Higher Education" with Converse College and Sweet Briar College alumnae on 
Wednesday evening.  The event will be held at the Poinsett Club in Greenville at 6 p.m.  According to a 
news release, Gowdy, who is married to Converse alumna Terri Dillard Gowdy, has said "[A] critical issue 
facing our nation's education system is the rising cost of higher education. As Congress debates the best 
way to reduce the cost of higher education, we will continue to help students by increasing  
transparency to guarantee parents and students have the best possible information  when making 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28526928/senator-scotts-office-holds-veteran-job-workshops-and-fair-in-upstate
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28526928/senator-scotts-office-holds-veteran-job-workshops-and-fair-in-upstate
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28803873/bill-letting-private-school-students-play-sports-rejected
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28803873/bill-letting-private-school-students-play-sports-rejected
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28803873/bill-letting-private-school-students-play-sports-rejected
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28803873/bill-letting-private-school-students-play-sports-rejected
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28859898/google-rolls-out-new-search-formula
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28859898/google-rolls-out-new-search-formula
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28859898/google-rolls-out-new-search-formula
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28688250/rep-gowdy-to-address-higher-education-costs-at-greenville-event
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28688250/rep-gowdy-to-address-higher-education-costs-at-greenville-event


  

 37 

decisions about higher education.”  Fleming is expected to speak about tuition rates and address the 
need for colleges and universities to change their business  models to succeed in the current 
marketplace.  The event is not open to the public. 

 

 

 
 
 
May 1, 2015 
 

The Greenville Zoo is inviting the public for a day of animal activities and education  Saturday.  The 
zoo's annual Animal Enrichment Day will be held April 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Throughout the day, 
guests can watch and learn  about the process of enrichment and how it benefits animals in captivity.  
Enrichment provides opportunities for the zoo's animals to interact  with stimulating and challenging 
environments and to participate in engaging activities.  The zoo will also offer an activity  table where 
children can help create enrichment toys for the animals and a zoo employee dunk tank. 

 

 
 
June 14, 2015 
 

On Sunday, Timmons Arena transformed into an environment of technology , automated devices and 
virtual reality for the second annual iT2Pi expo.  The iT2Pi expo is designed to encourage interest in 
science, technology, engineering and math, or STEM education  in the Upstate's children. The expo in 
Greenville this year included booths and lectures about robots, Google Glass, 3D printers, and more.  
IT2Pi is a nonprofit, after-school program where students ages 7 to 17 can explore their interests in 
math and science alongside working professionals in their fields. According to their mission statement, 
the group is designed to provide diverse technology education and soft-skill training for Greenville's 
youth. 

 

June 28, 2015 
 

Attorneys for Gov. Nikki Haley and the Legislature want the state Supreme Court to reconsider its ruling 
that lawmakers have failed South Carolina's poor, rural children.  The State newspaper reports 
Wednesday that the state's attorneys are seeking a rehearing on the high court's landmark order that 
lawmakers must fix the educational system to give more students the opportunity to succeed. The 
filings mean Republican lawmakers are still fighting an education  funding lawsuit filed by rural districts 
21 years ago.  The justices' November decision came two years after the justices last heard arguments 
on the case.  Haley's petition says the 3-2 decision overlooked education initiatives that she pushed and 
legislators passed in this year's state budget . It also contends the court overstepped its authority in 
ordering the Legislature to act. 
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ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 
 
Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 

 
PSA’s Aired:  Habitat for Humanity, Best Friends Animal Society, Special Olympics, St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital, Wounded Warrior Project 

 

April 1. 2015 

A young girl who survived a terrible crash that claimed the lives of three others, including her teenage 
sister, was reunited with the Anderson County deputy coroner who helped save the 12-year-old's life at 
the crash scene.  Deputy Coroner Don McCown shared a bowl of ice cream with Cheyenne Queen 
Wednesday afternoon at Carson's Steakhouse during the monthly Anderson County Crime Stoppers 
meeting.  Cheyenne also presented McCown a Crime Stoppers award for his quick thinking and skilled 
execution when he performed an emergency tracheotomy on Cheyenne in November 2014.  Cheyenne 
was a passenger in a car that Anderson police said was struck by a pickup. Police said Riley McDermott, 
an assistant baseball coach at Anderson University was driving the pickup.  Three people were killed in 
the Nov. 8 crash. Cheyenne's sister, 17-year-old Hope Perkins, and 22-year-old Corey Simmonds died a 
the scene; Jessica Roberts, 22, died at the hospital.  McCown arrived at the scene of the deadly crash 
while firefighters were working to free Cheyenne.  He performed an emergency tracheotomy that 
helped her continue to breathe.  The girl was airlifted to the hospital, where she spent weeks in a coma 
and underwent months of treatment. Crime Stoppers arranged the meeting between McCown and 
Cheyenne after the deputy coroner admitted he would like to have a bowl of ice cream with the girl 
once she had recovered.  McCown said he wasn't expecting to receive the award. He said he had asked 
not to receive any special recognition for administering the life-saving medical technique on Cheyenne. 
McCown said he was just doing his job and that law enforcement officers and emergency responders 
perform equally important life-saving tactics every day.  The 12-year-old crash survivor also had the 
chance to meet the medical helicopter pilots who flew her from the crash scene to Greenville Memorial 
Hospital. 
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April 5, 2015 

Deputies with the Oconee County Sheriff's Office are investigating an early Sunday morning shooting at 
a bar that claimed one man's life and may have sent others to the hospital.  Deputies and officers with 
the Seneca Police Department were called to Sonny's Bar and Grill near on Wells Highway after a fight 
was reported around 12:30 a.m.  Before deputies arrived at the scene, they learned from dispatchers 
that multiple gunshots had been fired and that callers at the location reported multiple people had 
been injured, according to a news release.  Deputies arrived to find one man in front of the bar with a 
gunshot wound to his midsection. Deputies said that man was rushed to the hospital. The man died at 
the hospital just after 9:30 a.m. according to Oconee County Coroner Karl Addis. Addis identified the 
victim as 29-year-old Anthony Holden of South Pine Street, Seneca. The coroner said an autopsy would 
be conducted on Monday to aid in the investigation into Holden's death. Addis said the cause of death 
was complication due to a gunshot injury to the abdomen. Deputies also believe additional victims may 
have been driven to the hospital by others at the bar, according to a news release issued Sunday 
afternoon. Deputies said glass on the front of the business and a vehicle in the parking lot was also 
damaged in the gunfire. Witnesses told deputies that as many as 100 people may have been in the 
crowd when the shooting happened. Deputies ask any witnesses or anyone with information about 
what happened to call Crime Stoppers at 1-888-CRIME-SC or 864-638-STOP. No suspects were 
identified, per the news release. Deputies could not provide an exact number of victims and said they 
were not aware of any additional victims' conditions Sunday afternoon. Deputies said the investigation 
was ongoing and that no other information was available Sunday afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

April 15, 2015 

While many of the area's elderly, disabled and vulnerable residents already consider Meals on Wheels 
of Greenville to be a life saver, the organization said its volunteers will deliver kits that could do even 
more to help save  lives along with meals on Wednesday.  Officials said Meals on Wheels volunteers 
will distribute 1,500 Vial of Life kits to residents in need.  The kits were created to help  people share 
life-saving information with first responders in the event of an emergency, officials said.  People who 
receive the kits will be asked to complete a form which details their medical history, prescriptions and 
doctor contact information . The form will be kept in a plastic vial in the recipients' refrigerators. 
Recipients will also place a magnet on their refrigerator door and attach a sticker to a front window or 
main entryway to let first responders a Vial of Life is inside.  The Vial of Life Project was established in 
the 1980s. Officials said the project has saved hundreds of thousands of lives in other areas but this will 
be first time Vial of Life will be implemented on a large scale  in the Upstate. 
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April 15, 2015,  

A Greenville man has posted a video  tribute to the late Robin Williams on YouTube that has gone viral.  
Jamie Costa, who has nearly 245,000 followers on Vine, posted the video “Never Had A Friend Like Him” 
on YouTube on April 13. The video, which features Costa performing impressions of the comic icon in 
famous movie roles, has since garnered more than 1.2 million views.  The people who have watched 
seem to be impressed.  “Is he lip synching?” asked commenter. “He sounds exactly like Robin 
Williams .”  Another wrote “I am both deeply freaked out, and deeply impressed. That was PERFECT.”  
Costa's Vine page states he is from Greenville. His IMDB page states he was born in Charleston and is a 
graduate of North Greenville University . 

 
April 21, 2015 
 

A group of 91 World War II and Korean War veterans will fly from the Greenville-Spartanburg 
International Airport to Washington, D.C. as part of the Honor Flight program Tuesday. Honor Flight 
representatives said Tuesday's flight was made possible by the generous support  of Travelers Rest 
High School students.  Students raised more than $40,000 to sponsor the 14th Honor Flight from 
Upstate South Carolina and future  flights during the school's record-breaking Spirit Week fundraiser in 
March, officials said.  The participating veterans will be accompanied by nearly one hundred guardians, 
doctors, nurses and support staff as they visit the World War II and Korean War Memorials in 
Washington D.C. The veterans will also get to view the changing of the guard at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery and laying a wreath in memory  of those lost in past wars.  
The veterans will depart Tuesday morning and a welcome home  ceremony will be held when they 
return at 8 p.m. at GSP's main terminal. 

 

 

 
May 7, 2015 

 
Prayer meetings will be held in communities and churches across the country Thursday in observance of 
the National Day of Prayer.  Each year, the President of the United States issued a proclamation 
declaring the first Thursday of May as the National Day of Prayer.  “In the face of tremendous 
challenges, prayer is a powerful force for peace, justice, and a brighter, more hopeful tomorrow,” 
President Barack Obama's  2015 proclamation read. “Today, as we join together in fellowship, we seek 
to see our own reflection in the struggle of others, to be our brothers' and sisters' keepers, and to keep 
faith — in one another, in the promise of our Nation, and in the Almighty.”  Obama  invited all citizens 
to give thanks “in accordance with their own faiths and consciences, for our many freedoms and 
blessings” and the president said he too would “join all people of faith in asking for God's continued 
guidance, mercy, and protection as we seek a more just world.”  Below is a list of National Day of Prayer 
events  scheduled across the Upstate.  Anderson  U.S. Rep. Jeff Duncan (R, SC) will offer prayers, along 
with several other pastors and community members, during a prayer meeting at the Anderson County 
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Courthouse Plaza beginning at noon. Central  A “Come and Go Prayer Hour” will be held at Lawrence 
Chapel United Methodist Church from 11 a.m. to noon. Clinton A public service will be held at noon on 
the lawn between the City of Clinton Public Safety office and the Clinton Museum. Fountain Inn A public 
prayer service will begin at 11:30 a.m. at City Hall. Greenville Upstate Alive and the leaders of many 
churches and denominations will host a National Day of Prayer event  in downtown Greenville. The 
event will begin at noon on North Main Street at Coffee Street. Greenwood Group prayers will be held 
at Main Street United Methodist Church from 12 to 12:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 7 p.m. Greer Prayer service 
at Grace United Methodist Church beginning at 7 p.m. Laurens A National Day of Prayer service will be 
held on the steps of the Old Laurens County Courthouse at noon. Mauldin A public prayer service will 
begin at noon at City Hall.  Newberry A National Day of Prayer service will be held at the Newberry 
Community Hall on the town square at 6 p.m. Following the prayer service, the families of two missing 
teens will hold a prayer vigil that is open to the public. The Newberry County Sheriff's Office said 
Jonathan Dale Dennis, 15, and Alysia Margaret Skipper, 16 disappeared on April 20. The teens may be 
traveling in a white Hummer H3 with specialty SC license  plate TN 281, with a University of Tennessee 
logo. Seneca Prayers will be offered at Norton Thompson Park from noon to 1 p.m. Simpsonville A 
prayer service will begin at noon at the Tater Shed amphitheater between the Simpsonville City Park 
and the police department on East Curtis Street. Spartanburg  A National Day of Prayer gathering will be 
held at The Beacon Restaurant from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. Townville Prayer service at Oakdale Baptist 
Church from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Westminster “ Corporate Worship and Prayer” from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
The Rock  Assembly of God.  Woodruff National Day of Prayer service begins at noon in front of the 
community center on Main Street. 

 

 

 
June 23, 2015 

Spartanburg Mayor Junie White and other city leaders announced that the city has been selected to 
receive a grant that will allow a local artist to design and install artistic lighting fixtures in public spaces 
during a news conference Tuesday.  The Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge has selected 
Spartanburg to receive up to $1 million to fund the city's artistic lighting project.  The project, called 
“Seeing Spartanburg in a New Light: Addressing Crime through Creative Partnerships,” includes 
temporary light installations in up to seven neighborhoods to coincide with National Night Out, an 
annual event that promotes crime prevention and camaraderie between police officers and the 
community.  Spartanburg was selected as one of four cities from more than 230 cities across the 
country that applied to the Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge, a program to help fund 
“temporary public art projects that engage communities, enhance creativity, and enrich the vibrancy of 
cities,” according to a news release.  Spartanburg officials said artist Erwin Redl worked with 
Spartanburg's police and fire departments and neighborhood associations to develop and design the 
light installations.  City officials said the lighting projects will aim to “transform open spaces and create 
safer and more vibrant neighborhoods.”  The lights are expected to be installed in July and be activated 
by August, city officials said. 

 

June 23, 2015 
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Upstate residents have a chance to go on one of the most amazing hikes imaginable. It's all for a good 
cause, helping kids  make their dreams come true through the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  On Tuesday 
night people can learn about the Trailblaze Challenge at the Half Moon Outfitters at 6 p.m. The meeting 
will included information  on how to sign up and prepare for the challenge.  The Trailblaze Challenge 
gives participating hikers the choice of a 28 or 16 mile distance hike through the foothills trail, all in 
one  day. The trail takes hikers from the Oconee State Park in South Carolina to the Table Rock State 
Park in North Carolina.  The challenge supports children  through the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Click 
here to find out more. 

 

June 30, 2015 
 

A teenager at the center of a child abuse case, when he was found chained to porch with a dead chicken 
tied around his neck, is speaking out for the first time.  The boy was 11 years old in 2013 when deputies 
found him on the porch of his foster parents Wanda Sue Larson and Dorian Harper. At the time, Larson 
was a Department of Social Services supervisor for Union County and Harper was a nurse at Carolinas 
Medical Center - Union.  "I got really nervous and happy," the boy WBTV is calling "Michael" said when 
deputies stumbled across him on the porch. According to the Union County Sheriff's Office, a deputy 
was responding to an animal services complaint at a home along Austin Road when he saw the then 11-
year-old boy outside.  "He came up to the porch and, well I don't know what he said at first, but he saw 
the handcuffs and he said 'Why are you handcuffed to the porch?' and I said 'because they didn't want 
me to run away'," Michael told WBTV during a sit-down interview conducted in May. "I knew they 
wouldn't believe it, which they didn't, so they asked where the parents were, and I said 'they're inside'.”  
Harper came to the porch with another child and released several large dogs on the deputy, according 
to a Union County Sheriff's report. When backup arrived, five children were removed from the home. 
Four of the children had been adopted by Harper and Larson, all between the ages of eight and 14.  A 
total of eleven dogs were also removed from the home.  **EDITOR'S NOTE: WBTV will have continuing 
coverage of Michael's story on WBTV News at 6 pm and 11 pm Tuesday evening**  Prosecutors said the 
children in the home were helpless and what they experienced was horrific. Deputies said that based on 
the general living conditions at the home, they initiated a criminal investigation. Harper and Larson 
were taken into custody at the scene.  All the children were victimized but Michael was targeted by 
Harper and suffered the most, investigators said.  Wanda Sue Larson entered a guilty plea on March 31 
on two felony counts and two misdemeanor counts of child abuse. She received a six to 17-month 
sentence for one of the felonies and five years' probation for the other. She was granted time served 
and was released from prison nine days after pleading guilty.  Harper accepted a guilty plea in the child 
abuse case March 18. He was sentenced to serve between six and ten years for child abuse and 
maiming. Harper entered the plea for six felonies and one misdemeanor, but the deal only gave him 
time in prison for three felonies.  Prosecutors accused Harper of starving the young boy, burning him 
with electrical wires, taking pliers to the 11-year-old's hands, cutting the boys' pinky that became 
infected. They say the children slept on a floor with dirty blankets, one chained to a railroad tie by the 
ankles.  Michael says he knew things were wrong in the home.  "We had a lot of dogs, so upstairs, there 
was a lot of fleas in the room," he said. "And it was dirty and sometimes there'd be, well, holes in the 
wall where Dorian or Wanda Sue would try to hit me and miss, and that's what some of the hole were 
from. And they were just hurting me and that's wrong, hurting children."  Prosecutors said in court they 
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offered plea deals to spare the kids from testifying. Michael says he wanted the chance to talk, to tell 
the judge what his life was like.  "Cause I wanted – ‘cause I really want her to go to jail, and I want to do 
what – I want to do whatever it takes to get her back in jail," he said. "Cause she deserves to be in jail 
for a long, long time. And I just wanted to get some of the things that happened out of my mind."  He 
says he would have told the judge more about Larson, saying everything was not Harper's fault.  "She'd 
whip me. Sometimes she'd use – like Dorian, one time he used a pair of wire cutters on my finger. And 
Wanda Sue also used the wire cutters to pinch my fingers," Michael claims. "And she'd whip me with a 
belt. And just – one time she was cooking dinner, she had a stick, like a little stick, and she hit me with 
the stick."  "A lot of times I would bleed. Sometimes they wouldn't clean it up. Sometimes they didn't 
care, they'd just leave it bleeding," Michael said. "Sometimes, Dorian, he'd stitch it up. Like, I got hole in 
my head, different times. And he'd either stitch it up or use doctor medical staples to heal it."  Michael 
says he was often bound with metal restraints.  "They had a railroad tie and it had a hole in it," Michael 
said. "And they had a chain – like just a chain and a lock – and they had handcuffs either on my hands or 
my legs."  "They had a lock on the outside of the door of the room I was in. They'd lock that," he 
continued. "They had the keys so, I was locked in. I couldn't get out."  In court, prosecutors said the 
children were not allowed to take many baths and when deputies discovered them, they were dirty.  "I 
couldn't because they wouldn't let me," Michael said. "And they had me locked up so the only times I 
would take a bath was when, um, we were going places, they make me take baths."  The teenager is still 
recovering from his abuse. Earlier this year, officials said Michael wouldn't sleep at night and remains 
fully dressed in case he needs to run away.  He is seeing a therapist, but says for a while he couldn't talk 
about everything that happened to him. At the time, Michael said he also couldn't tell his mother 
everything that happened to him.  "I didn't want her to feel bad because of what she's [Larson] doing to 
me and being – I don't want her to feel sad and hurt," he said. "I just love my mom and family. And I 
want them to be happy."  Larson did not say where she will live, now that she's out of prison, but a 
probation official said she will stay in North Carolina. Also, he said if she wants to move out of Union 
County her probation officer would have in inspect it to make sure there are no kids living there. 
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Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Monday – Friday   12:00pm COPS RELOADED 
 
Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the subjects and victims 
involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   
 
 
Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 
Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  
 
Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various nights Monday thru 
Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles locally wanted criminals and gives 
viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  Each segment is 45 seconds. 

 

 

 
 

April 15, 2015 

Former New England Patriots star Aaron Hernandez was convicted of first-degree murder and 
sentenced to life in prison Wednesday for a deadly late-night shooting, sealing the downfall of an 
athlete who once had a $40 million contract and a standout career ahead of him. Hernandez, 25, who 
had been considered one of the top tight ends in professional football, pursed his lips and sat down 
after the jury forewoman pronounced him guilty in the slaying of Odin Lloyd, a 27-year-old landscaper 
and amateur weekend football player who was dating the sister of Hernandez's fiancee. The conviction 
carries a mandatory sentence of life without parole and automatically triggers an appeal to 
Massachusetts' highest court.  Hernandez's mother, Terri, and his fiancee, Shayanna Jenkins, cried and 
gasped when they heard the verdict. Jenkins wept loudly on his mother's shoulder. Hernandez, his eyes 
red, mouthed to them: "Be strong. Be strong." Lloyd's mother also cried.  Jurors deliberated for 36 
hours over seven days before rendering their decision, which also included convictions on weapons 
charges.  "The jury found that he was just a man who committed a brutal murder," District Attorney 
Thomas Quinn said after the verdict. "The fact that he was a professional athlete meant nothing in the 
end."  Lloyd was shot six times early on June 17, 2013, in a deserted industrial park near Hernandez's 
home in North Attleborough. The motive has never been explained.  Police almost immediately zeroed 
in on the former Pro Bowl athlete because they found in Lloyd's pocket the key to a car the NFL player 
had rented. Within hours of Hernandez's arrest, the Patriots cut him from the team. The team declined 
to comment on the verdict.  Prosecutors presented a wealth of evidence that Hernandez was with Lloyd 
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at the time he was killed, including home security video from Hernandez's mansion, witness testimony 
and cellphone records that tracked Lloyd's movements.  Hernandez's lawyer, James Sultan, 
acknowledged for the first time during closing arguments that Hernandez was there when Lloyd was 
killed.  But the attorney pinned the shooting on two of Hernandez's friends, Ernest Wallace and Carlos 
Ortiz, saying his client was a "23-year-old kid" who witnessed a shocking crime and did not know what 
to do. Wallace and Ortiz will stand trial later.  Prosecutors have suggested Lloyd may have been killed 
because he knew too much about Hernandez's alleged involvement in a 2012 drive-by shooting in 
Boston that killed two. But they were not allowed to tell the jury that because the judge said it was 
speculation.  As a result, they never offered jurors a motive beyond saying Hernandez appeared angry 
with Lloyd at a nightclub two nights before the killing.  In the 2012 case, Hernandez is accused of 
gunning down a pair of men over a spilled drink at a nightclub.  All 12 jurors and three alternates spoke 
to reporters Wednesday, saying they were shocked by the defense admission that Hernandez was at 
the scene of the killing - an acknowledgement that they said helped confirm that he was guilty.  They 
also described how the judge talked to them privately after they reached their decision and told them 
about other allegations and evidence not presented in the case, including the 2012 slayings and the last 
texts Lloyd sent minutes before he died saying that said he was with "NFL."  The jurors said that 
information reaffirmed their feeling that they had made the right decision.  In the Lloyd killing, the 
defense argued that investigators fixated on Hernandez because of his celebrity and conducted a 
shoddy investigation in their zeal to confirm their suspicions.  Prosecutors said Hernandez organized the 
killing, summoned his two friends to help carry it out and drove Lloyd and the others to the secluded 
spot in the industrial park. During closing arguments, prosecutors also accused Hernandez of pulling the 
trigger, though under the law it was not necessary to prove who fired the shots to convict him.  Security 
video from inside Hernandez's home showed him holding what appeared to be a gun less than 10 
minutes after Lloyd was killed. The surveillance system also captured Hernandez, Wallace and Ortiz 
relaxing at his home hours after Lloyd was shot, hanging out in the basement "man cave," lounging by 
the pool and cuddling Hernandez's baby daughter.  Lloyd's sister, Olivia Thibou, said Wednesday that 
prosecutors in the trial were her "dream team."  Defense lawyers left the courthouse without 
commenting.  Hernandez, a native of Bristol, Connecticut, was an All-American out of the University of 
Florida who was drafted by the Patriots in the fourth round in 2010. 

 

 

 

April 15, 2015 
 

A murder suspect was taken into custody in Greenville County after a woman was found dead inside a 
home in Spartanburg County Tuesday night. Deputies were called to a home on Jordan Road in 
Spartanburg County around 6:45 p.m. Tuesday in reference to a burglary.  Deputies said the 
homeowner found an unresponsive female inside. She was pronounced dead at the scene.   The 
coroner's office identified the woman as Amie Carol-Suttles Cordova of Honea Path.  "It turned out to 
be a murder," Sheriff Chuck Wright said.  Deputies identified the murder suspect as Justin Paris, who 
lived at the home with his mother and her husband.  Warrants state that Paris stabbed Cordova 
multiple times with a knife.  Paris remarked that he stabbed the woman after an argument, per 
investigative reports.  Deputies said that Paris left the house in Cordova's 2000 Ford Windstar with 
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Cordova's 4-year-old daughter inside. Warrants state that he took the van with the intent to deprive the 
owner while armed with a deadly weapon.  The suspect was later found in Greenville County after 
Wright said a man who lives near Camp Creek Road and Cox Mill Road saw a van that he didn't 
recognize parked in the woods as he was returning home.  The neighbor reported the suspicious vehicle 
to the Greenville County Sheriff's Office.  Greenville County deputies and a K-9 team were called in to 
investigate.  "Instead of (the Greenville County deputies) treating it like a trespasser they had been 
listening to the radio and were thinking, 'hey that might be the guy from Spartanburg' and it turned out 
to be," Wright said.  Deputies were able to catch Paris with the help of K-9 officer Rudy.   Deputies said 
Paris resisted arrest and assaulted the K-9 but was taken into custody and transported from the scene 
by EMS.  "The dog was deployed once the suspect got out of the car," Wright said. "A deputy ran up and 
grabbed the baby, got it to safety. The dog took care of his business and (the suspect is) on his way to 
one of the Greenville hospitals."  Wright said the four-year-old said “that guy killed my momma,” when 
Paris was taken into custody.   "We're very thankful that this didn't turn out to be another murder 
because there's no other way that you could make me understand why you would pull that far into the 
woods and with a 4-year-old baby if you hadn't intended to do that," Wright said. Deputies said the 
young girl is safe. Sheriff Chuck Wright said the neighbor who called police saved the child's life, and he 
considers him a hero. "I think if he hadn't made the phone call somebody would have found the van 
with him and the child dead," Wright said. "No question in my mind that that wouldn't have 
happened."   The man who called deputies, Vance Jordan, said the credit for saving the child's life 
should go to God.  "I feel like the man upstairs gave me the hint," Jordan said.  Wright commended the 
Greenville County deputies and the K-9, Rudy, for apprehending the suspect and securing the child.  
"They worked together and they put an end to a very tragic case in Spartanburg County right over here 
in Greenville," Wright said.   Paris was taken to the hospital to be treated for bite injuries. He was 
booked into the Greenville County Detention Center early Wednesday morning on charges of resisting 
arrest and cruelty to police dog later Wednesday morning.  A Greenville County magistrate set bond for 
those charges at $15,000. The Spartanburg County Sheriff's Office placed a hold on Paris.   Deputies in 
Spartanburg County said warrants have been filed charging Paris with murder, armed robbery and 
kidnapping. 

 

 

 

 

April 21, 2015 
 

A federal trial begins Monday in the case of several suspected members of a Mexican drug cartel 
charged with the kidnapping of a St. Matthews man.  Juan Fuentes-Morales and Ruben Ceja-Rangel are 
charged with kidnapping, hostage-taking, use firearms, and several other federal charges stemming 
from the incident that occurred in July 2014.  MOBILE USERS: See a slideshow of photos from the 
original case.  Fuentes-Morales and Ceja-Rangel are accused of kidnapping a 23-year-old man from his 
St. Matthews home in July 2014. The man was rescued by federal agents six days later from a home in 
Roseboro, North Carolina.  Arrest documents say Fuentes-Morales, Ceja Rangel, and Louis Castro Villeda 
kidnapped the victim because he and his father did not pay them for 200 pounds of marijuana the three 
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http://www.wistv.com/story/26033386/documents-detail-kidnapping-surveillance
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suspected delivered.  Villeda previously pleaded guilty in the case.   Federal prosecutors expect the trial 
to take two to three weeks. As many as 50 witnesses are expected to testify.  

 

 

 

 
May 7, 2015 
 

Two men are in custody after a North Carolina Wildlife Resources officer was attacked while on patrol 
Saturday night in Henderson County. Officer Aaron Stronach was patrolling trout fishing in the Green 
River Road area when the assault occurred just before 8 p.m., according to Geoff Cantrell, public affairs 
officer with the NC Wildlife Resource Commission. Stronach was working alone and armed when the 
attack occurred, Cantrell said. Stronach called for help as he was being attacked, and nearby deputies 
from Henderson and Transylvania counties responded, along with Highway Patrol and other NCWRC 
officers. The officer was taken to the hospital and released on Sunday. Cantrell said two brothers, 
Matthew Arold, of Pisgah Forest, and Derek Arold, of Brevard, were arrested in connection with the 
attack on Sunday morning. Both were charged with delay and obstruction of an officer, assault and 
felonious assault. On Thursday, District Attorney Greg Newman said the two were facing additional 
charges of attempted first-degree murder.  Warrants state that Derek Arold hit Stronach in the head 
with a motorcycle helmet, which the warrant lists as a deadly weapon. Warrants accuse Matthew Arold 
of kicking Stronach in the head multiple times. The North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation is 
continuing the investigation. Cantrell said Stronach, a Linville native, was recovering and had not yet 
returned to duty. 

 

 
June 18, 2015 
 

The man accused of shooting and killing nine people Wednesday night inside a church in downtown 
Charleston went before a judge Friday afternoon.  Charleston police Chief Greg Mullen said 21-year-old 
Dylann Storm Roof, of Eastover, SC, was arrested following a traffic stop in Shelby, NC.  Roof was armed 
at the time, Mullen said.   Shelby police said they received a call at 10:32 a.m. from the Kings Mountain 
Police Department that a business had contacted them about possibly spotting Roof.   At 10:43 a.m., 
officers saw the suspect traveling west on Dixon Boulevard. One minute later, officers stopped the 
vehicle and identified the only occupant in the car as Roof, according to Shelby police.   He was taken 
into custody at 10:49 a.m. and transported to the Shelby Police Department. Police said the Charleston 
Police Department and the FBI were notified.  The Shelby police chief said Roof was "quiet and 
cooperative."  Officials said Roof waived his extradition on Thursday afternoon and was flown back to 
Charleston. Roof's car was impounded and taken back to the Lowcountry.  He was booked into the 
Sheriff Al Cannon Detention Center at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday. He was placed into protective custody, 
away from the general population, according to Charleston County deputies.  OVERVIEW: View an 
interactive timeline of events here. On Friday morning, Charleston police announced that warrants had 
been filed, charging Roof with nine counts of murder and possession of a firearm during the commission 
of a violent crime.  At a hearing, a judge set his bond at $1 million on the weapons charge. The judge 
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said he was unable to set bond on the murder charges.  The U.S. Justice Department said Roof could 
also federal charges if the church shooting is determined to be a hate crime.  Gov. Nikki Haley on Friday 
asked that prosecutors seek the death penalty in the case. When asked about his thoughts on the death 
penalty during a news conference Friday morning, Mayor Joseph Riley said he thought the suspect 
should serve life in prison.  "I am personally not a proponent of the death penalty," Riley said. "If you're 
going to have a death penalty, this would be a case to merit it.” Riley said he and community were 
thankful that Roof was "behind bars and will never be free again."  The mayor also thanked everyone 
who facilitated the quick capture of the suspect. “When we got that guy in custody, an audible gasp of 
relief was heard in our community and in people's homes," Riley said. Shooting at Charleston church 
leaves 9 dead Chief Mullen said Roof was at a meeting at Emanuel AME Church and stayed for about an 
hour before he began shooting Wednesday night. Mullen said three males and six females died from 
injuries sustained in the shooting. Eight died at the scene and the ninth died at the hospital. One of the 
nine people killed was the church's pastor, state Sen. Clementa Pinckney, according to House Minority 
Leader Todd Rutherford. According to the church's website, Pinckney was elected to the South Carolina 
House of Representatives in 1996. He was elected to the state senate in 2000. Pinckney was 41 years 
old.  The other victims were identified Cynthia Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel Lance, Rev. Depayne 
Middleton Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Dr. Daniel Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton and Myra 
Thompson.  Read more: Coroner identifies 9 victims of deadly Charleston church shooting “This tragedy 
that were addressing right now is indescribable,” Mullen said. “No one in this community will ever 
forget this night. And as a result of that, and because of the pain, and because of the hurt that this 
individual caused this community, this entire community." The church has stood in downtown 
Charleston since the 1800s. Mayor Joseph Riley said the church was important part of the community 
and, while no motive has been released in the tragedy, Riley called the act "pure concentrated evil." 
“That awful person, that terrible human being would go into a place of worship where people are 
praying and would hurt them, would kill them is now in custody,” Riley said. The police chief said the 
shooting appeared to be a hate crime and would likely be prosecuted in federal court. “With this case, 
there is absolutely no doubt in my mind that this is a hate crime,” Mullen said. Mullen said that 
detectives from Charleston would be flying to Shelby Thursday afternoon to interview Roof and collect 
evidence. He said FBI agents and SLED agents were already at the scene. As the investigation continues, 
Riley said the community is also struggling to make sense of what he called a senseless tragedy.  "To 
have a horrible hateful person go into a church and kill people that pray and worship with each other is 
something that is beyond reprehensible is not explained,” Riley said.  Riley also announced the creation 
of the Mother Emanuel Hope Fund to benefit the families of the victims.  
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Black mourning cloth covers the desk of Senator Clementa Pinckney in the South Carolina Senate 
chamber.  Pinckney was among those killed in a mass shooting at Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, 
family members tell WIS.   Pinckney, 41, who is a pastor at the church, was a married father of two. He 
was elected to the State House at age 23, making him the youngest member of the House at the time.  
After a brief prayer in the Senate Chamber Thursday morning, Senators watched a video of Pinckney 
from a speech he made on the Senate floor in April, arguing in favor of body cameras for police officers, 
using the deadly shooting of Walter Scott by a white police officer as an example.  "This horrible event 
that led to the Senator's death is a devastating tragedy for all of Senate District #45 and the state of 
South Carolina," said Allendale County Democratic Party chair Wilda J. Robinson in a statement. "The 
Senator's untimely death will be a great loss for our region and indeed for the entire state."  Robinson 
said Pinckney's sister also was among the dead.  In a statement, Gov. Nikki Haley asked South 
Carolinians to pray for the victims and their families and decried violence at religious institutions.  "We'll 
never understand what motivates anyone to enter one of our places of worship and take the life of 
another," Haley said.  “I and all of my colleagues in the Senate are deeply saddened by the tragic loss of 
Senator Pinckney," said Senate Majority Leader Harvey Peeler on behalf of the Senate Republican 
Caucus. "He was a talented and well respected Senator who represented the people of his church, his 
community and his state with great character and a servant's heart. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
his family, Jennifer, Eliana and Malana, as well as the other victims' families.”  "As a loving father, 
husband and dedicated public servant, Clementa Pinckney was a man of honor and sought to make a 
difference in the lives of others," said House Speaker Jay Lucas. "Senator Pinckney's calming presence 
will be missed in Columbia and across South Carolina, but I am certain his legacy will live on."  On 
Wednesday, a man opened fire during a prayer meeting inside the historic black church killing nine 
people, including the pastor and his sister, in an assault that authorities described as a hate crime. 
Charleston Police say the gunman was in the prayer meeting for about an hour before he opened fire.   
Police Chief Greg Mullen said law enforcement officers from throughout the east coast have been 
dispatched to the area to look for the man.   Six women and three men were killed. Their names will not 
be released until their families are notified.   Mullen said the gunman is "a dangerous individual," and 
the man's photo has been distributed nationwide for law enforcement agencies to be on the lookout. 

 

 

 

June 23, 2015 

Music mogul Sean "Diddy" Combs was arrested Monday, accused of assaulting someone with a 
kettlebell at the university where his son plays football.   No one was seriously injured in the incident at 
the Acosta Athletic Training Complex on the University of California at Los Angeles campus, which took 
place around 12:30 p.m., said school spokesman Phil Hampton.  Officials did not disclose the alleged 
victim of the assault. But TMZ, which first reported the story, said Combs scuffled with a coach during a 
practice session.  Combs' son Justin is a red-shirt defensive back on the school's football team.   CNN 
was unable to reach Combs' representatives for comment.   Combs was charged with three counts of 
assault with a deadly weapon, one count of making terrorist threats and one count of battery, the 
university said.   Bond was set at $160,000 and Combs will have to appear in court on July 13, the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Department said.  Shortly before the incident, Combs, 45, posted a photo on 
his Facebook page of a father-son football game, with the caption, "WE WON! Happy Father's Day." It 
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isn't known when or where the photo was taken.   "I'm thankful that our staff showed the level of 
professionalism that they did in handling this situation," UCLA football coach Jim Mora said in a 
statement. "This is an unfortunate incident for all parties involved."  The coach said the school won't be 
commenting further as it lets the "the legal process run its course."  CNN's Dottie Evans reported from 
Los Angeles and Sam Stringer from Atlanta. CNN's Melonyce MacAfee also contributed to this report. 

 

 
June 23, 2015 
 

Officials have released dashcam video and 911 calls from Dylann Roof's arrest in Shelby, North Carolina. 
Roof is accused of killing nine people an historic church in Charleston.  The killings took place on 
Wednesday, June 17, at the Emmanuel AME Church after an hour-long prayer meeting. Roof, 21, was 
arrested the following morning after Debbie Dills spotted him on Highway 74 in Shelby.  Dills then called 
her boss, Todd Frady, who kept her on the phone while he called authorities.  In the 911 calls, Frady can 
be heard giving dispatchers detailed descriptions about Roof's car and his location. Frady makes clear 
Dills believes she is following the suspected Charleston shooter.  When police caught up with Roof's 
black Hyundai on Hwy 74 near Plato Lee Road, they approached the vehicle cautiously and ordered him 
to place his hands on the wheel and turn off the vehicle.  Roof followed their orders and eventually 
stepped out of the vehicle. He was then handcuffed and searched. According to the official incident 
report, when asked for his name Roof freely admitted who he was.  More officers quickly arrived at the 
scene and Roof was placed in a patrol car.  According to the report, the officers found a black gun, 
which they believed to be a GLOCK semi-automatic handgun, beneath a pillow on the back seat.  In the 
shooting, 54-year-old Cynthia Hurd, 87-year-old Susie Jackson, 70-year-old Ethel Lance, 49-year-old Rev. 
DePayne Middleton-Doctor, 41-year-old Rev. and SC Senator Clementa Pinckney, 26-year-old Tywanza 
Sanders, 74-year-old Rev. Daniel Simmons, 45-year-old Rev. Sharonda Singleton, and 59-year-old Myra 
Thompson were all shot to death. Investigators have not said what type of gun was used.  After his 
arrest, Roof waived extradition and was taken back to Charleston where he was charged with nine 
counts of murder as well as other, gun-related charges. 
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