
The following describes the political advertising policies of stations WBUP-TV/WBKP-TV, Marquette ,Michigan DMA adopted in compliance with the 
requirements of the Communications Ace of 1934, as amended, and the rules and regulations of the Federal Communications Commission.  These 
policies apply to purchases of advertising time for “use” by legally qualified political candidates.  A political advertisement or program involves a “use” 
if it includes a positive, recognizable voice or image of a candidate.  Candidates may be asked to demonstrate that they are legally qualified.

• Spot Announcements – Terms and Conditions
• During the 45 days before a primary election and the 60 days before a general or special election (the Pre-Election Window), the station will sell 

spot announcement time to political candidates on the same terms and conditions, including discount and other privileges, as are available to 
their most favored commercial advertisers.

The following classes of spot announcements, each of which has a separate rate structure 
and lowest unit charge, are available: The attached rate card shows current estimates 

of the lowest unit charge for each class.

• Fixed Position/Non-Preemptible Spots (P2)
• These are given the highest priority at the station and will not be preempted by rate.  The station reserves the right to limit the amount of 

inventory any one commercial advertiser reserves at the fixed price; sales of fixed position time or use by legally qualified political candidates 
are subject to the obligation to comply with the federal equal opportunities and reasonable access requirements.  

• Should the broadcast schedule change due to the unexpected program changes or in the event of technical difficulties, we ensure that the spot 
will be repositioned as the highest priority as soon as possible.

• Preemptible With Notice Spots (P3)
• These spots are sold on a demand basis.  Advertisers will be notified before their spots are preempted.  As the cost of a preemptible spot for 

any specific daypart increases, so does its general level of nonpreemptibility.  Prices are subject to negotiation and political candidates may 
negotiate intermediate rate levels on the same basis as commercial advertisers, subject to rebates in order to comply with the federal 
requirements. 

• There is an estimated 60-70% chance that spots in this class will run as ordered.  This estimate is based on annual experience and the chances 
that time purchased at particular rate levels will air as ordered depend upon numerous factors, including demand within the marketplace, 
particular program ordered and rate paid.  

• If a political advertisement purchased to air during the Pre-Election Window is preempted, make-goods will be  offered within 24 hours. These 
makegoods provided before the election, if at all possible, and every effort will be made to provide a make-good in the same program or 
daypart purchased.  If this is not possible, we will offer make-goods in a similar daypart or dayparts or roughly comparable value.
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• Preemptible Without Notice Spots (P4)
• These spots are sold on a demand basis.  Advertisers will not be notified before their spots are preempted.  As the cost of a preemptible spot for 

any specific daypart increases, so does its general level of nonpreemptibility.  Prices are subject to negotiation and political candidates may 
negotiate intermediate rate levels on the same basis as commercial advertisers, subject to rebates in order to comply with the federal 
requirements. 

• There is an estimated 40-45% chance that spots in this class will run as ordered.  This estimate is based on annual experience and the chances 
that time purchased at particular rate levels will air as ordered depend upon numerous factors, including demand within the marketplace, 
particular program ordered and rate paid. 

•  If a political advertisement purchased to air during the Pre-Election Window is preempted, make-goods will be offered within 24-72 hours. 
These makegoods will be provided before the election, if at all possible, and every effort will be made to provide a make-good in the same 
program or daypart purchased.  If this is not possible, we will offer make-goods in a similar daypart or dayparts or roughly comparable value.

• Preemptible Details :
• All estimates of preemptibility are based on annual experience and the chances that time purchases in particular classes at particular rate levels will air as 

ordered depend upon numerous factors including demand within the marketplace, particular program ordered and rate paid.  Candidates should inquire at the 
time of their order as to current estimates concerning the preemptibility of Immediate Preemptible Without Notice,  and Preemptible with Notice spots. 

• Upon request, the station may make available rotations.  Such rotations have a high degree of preemptibility.  Candidates interested in purchasing rotations 
rather than specific programs should inquire concerning details as to availability, rates, preemptibility and similar matters.  Spots are not sold based on audience 
guarantees.

• Consistent with the station’s normal business practices, rates may be adjusted as necessary on a weekly basis throughout the Pre-Election Windows.
• Commercials and programs are commissionable to all political candidates at 15%.  Candidates who purchase time without use of an agency will be extended a 

15% discount.
• Program time – Terms and Conditions

• The station will, on appropriate request and consistent with applicable federal requirements, make program time available for use by federal political 
candidates.  If program time is desired, please contact the station directly for current availability and rates.
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• Rebates
• The lowest unit charge is the lowest per-spot price paid for the same class and amount of time during the same time period.  In calculating the lowest unit charge, 

the station will take account of rates for spots that are sold as part of packages and candidates thus do not need to purchase entire packages to gain the 
advantage of package pricing.  On a weekly basis, the station will review the purchase of advertising by commercial and political advertisers.  If that review 
indicates that advertising time in a particular class and time period was sold to a political candidate at a rate lower than the rate paid candidate, the candidate will 
be offered a rebate in order to comply with federal requirements.  Every effort will be made to issue rebates (or, at the candidate’s option, credits) within one 
week to the extent possible prior to the election.

• Ordering Procedures
• All political candidates are required to execute an “Acknowledgement of Political Broadcasting Policies of Stations WBUP-TV/WBKP-TV.
• Payment in full is due at time of the order but not more than one week before the schedule is to start.  No scheduled time will be considered firm until the station 

has accepted and confirmed the order and payment is received.  All payments must be made by check, cash or money order.  Exceptions may be made for 
candidates or agencies (which accept responsibility in writing) with an established credit history consistent with the station’s policy with respect to similarly 
situated commercial advertisers.  All political advertisers must provide information concerning the identity of individuals who are paying for the advertisement, 
including the identity of its chief executive officers or members of its executive committee or board of directors.

• All advertising contracts, production and production materials should arrive at the station at least forty-eight hours in advance of broadcast in order to ensure 
compliance with sponsorship identification requirements, station technical standards and the provisions of this policy.  Orders to begin during a weekend should 
be placed with payment no later than Friday noon.  On pre-election weekends station personnel will not be accessible for changes of copy.  Cancellations must be 
received by the station in writing at least two weeks in advance.

• Sponsorship Identification
• Under the rules of the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal Election Commission, a sponsorship identification announcement must be given 

revealing who paid for or sponsored an announcement or program.  Candidates and their committees (or an outside party paying for the broadcast) must disclose 
the true identity of the person or entity by whom or upon whose behalf payment is made.  If an outside party is involved, the identification must state whether a 
candidate or his/her committee authorized the announcement.  A video identification of at least four (4) seconds in duration with letters equal to or greater than 
four (4) percent of the vertical picture height is required.  If a political announcement does not contain proper sponsorship identification, the station is required to 
insert the required sponsorship identification before allowing the spot to air.  Since all advertisements must be limited to the amount of time purchased, spots 
lacking the required identification may be partially overdubbed.  If  WBUP-TV/WBKP-TV is required to perform such production, normal production charges will be 
assessed.

• Sales of Time Outside the Pre-Election Window
• If candidates purchase time for broadcast outside the statutory Pre-Election Window, rates and conditions of sale will be comparable to those charged and 

applied to commercial advertisers.  Avails and rates will be provided to candidates for these periods on the same basis as to commercial advertisers.  Candidates 
are not entitled to the lowest unity rate for time purchased for the use outside statutory Pre-Election Windows but will be sold time at rates comparable to those 
paid by commercial advertisers.  

• Volume discounts and similar discount privileges are available to candidates only on the same basis they are available to commercial advertisers during those 
periods.  Rebates will be available only if required by equal opportunities and comparable rate requirements.  The station's policies concerning make-goods, the 
availability and pricing of package plans and other sale practices will be applied to political advertisers during non-window periods on the same basis as to 
commercial advertisers.  Candidates purchasing time for broadcast outside of Pre-Election Windows should inquire if they have additional questions about the 
station’s policies during these periods.
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• Recapture of Spots
• All station sales of time for use by political candidates are subject to federal equal opportunities and reasonable access requirements.
• The station reserves the right to recapture spot time sold to a candidate to meet equal opportunities or reasonable access requirements of 

the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  If spot time is recaptured by the station, the candidate will be advised as soon as practicable 
and an appropriate refund will be issued.

• Disputes
• The Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the “Act”), establishes certain requirements for the sale of broadcast advertising time for use 

by or on behalf of political candidates.  The Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) has adopted rules and policies to implement those 
requirements and asserted its exclusive jurisdiction to enforce the Act.  Complaints concerning the sale of political advertising by the station 
should therefore be filed with the FCC, subject to judicial appeal as provided by the Act.  

• Commercial Advertising Loudness Mitigation Act Certification
• By purchasing time, each advertiser certifies that it has properly measured the loudness of the content and has accurately reported that loudness, 

consistent with the Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC)’s “Recommended Practice: Techniques for Establishing and Maintaining Audio 
Loudness for Digital Television” (A/85), and any ATSC-approved successor provision.

• Nondiscrimination
• Queen Bee’s Knees, LLC, including all of its subsidiaries and any stations it owns or operates, prohibits all forms of discrimination in advertising contracts. 

We do not, and shall not, discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, or gender regarding advertising practices. By entering into an 
advertising sales contract with us, all advertisers certify that they are not buying broadcasting time for a discriminatory purpose, including, but not limited 
to, decisions not to place advertising on particular stations on the basis of race, national origin, ancestry or gender. All advertising agencies warrant, where 
applicable, that all commercials provided to our stations are properly licensed to be broadcast on radio and/or television stations and the associated 
internet streams. We reserve the right to not accept any commercial advertising.

• Stand By Your Ad Provision
• In order to qualify for Lowest Unit Charge rates, federal candidates must provide WBUP-TV/WBKP-TV with a written certification stating that they will not 

make a direct reference to another candidate for office without an enhanced sponsorship identification announcement.  This identification must include at 
least 4 seconds of a full screen image of the sponsoring candidate or 80% of the screen if the image is a still picture.  It must also include clearly readable 
text identifying the sponsoring candidate; state that the candidate has approved the ad and that the candidate’s campaign committee has paid for the ad. 
If the ad is not authorized by a candidate or the candidate’s authorized committee (or their agents), the ad must include an audio statement from a 
representative of the political committee, corporation, labor organization, individual or group paying for the communication that “XXX is responsible for the 
content of this advertising,” where “XXX” is the name of the political committee, corporation, labor organization, individual or group who paid for the 
communication. This is in addition to the statements identifying who paid for the communication and that it is not authorized by any candidate or 
candidate’s committee.
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• Traffic Instructions and Deadlines. 
• All traffic instructions, and any changes, must be received in writing. WBUP-TV/WBKP-TV will accept spots delivered by broadcast quality digital sources in 

HD from providers such as Extreme Reach, On the Spot ,Comcast and FTP site. 
• File Type: Mpeg 2, Mpeg 4, MXF, or QuickTime MOV. A current list of providers and download instructions is available upon request.
• Traffic Contact – Amanda Sauls, asauls@wbkb11.com (989) 356-3434.

To ensure sufficient time to conduct pre-broadcast review of spots, candidates must respect the following order deadlines:

Log date:  Order deadline:
10am Friday                                                    Sunday Log
10am Friday                                                     Monday Log
10am Monday                                                Tuesday Log
10am Tuesday                                                 Wednesday log
10am Wednesday                                          Thursday Log
10am Thursday                                               Friday Log
10am Friday                                                     Saturday Log

• Other Matters
• The station maintains a public inspection file at 1390N Bagley St Alpena, Michigan, which includes certain required information concerning 

political advertising.  This file is available for public inspection and copying during normal business hours.

• Advertiser agrees, at the time it purchase the advertisement to provide us with complete and accurate information regarding the use in the ad of any 
images, audio or video that has been intentionally created or manipulated with artificial intelligence or other similar digital technology. By purchasing time, 
each advertiser certifies that either 1) its political advertisement contains no images, audio or video that have been intentionally created or manipulated 
with artificial intelligence or other similar digital technology or 2) its political advertisement will comply with all legally required disclosures associated with 
the use of artificial intelligence or other similar digital technology

Please contact Mark Overstreet General Manager at (904)625-0918, if you have any questions concerning the political advertising policies or rates of the 
station.  This policy and the rates set forth on the station’s attached rate card are subject to change.
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