
 

 

 

 

                                                             
 

 

 

 

 WDKA-TV, CHANNEL 49 

 Paducah, Ky/Cape Girardeau, Mo/Harrisburg, Il 

  

 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

  

 

What follows is a list of some of the issues of importance to the community  

responded to by WDKA-TV, Paducah, Ky., along with the most significant  

programming treatment of these issues during the period of: 

 

October 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015 

 

The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

The list is by no means exhaustive. 
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WDKA-TV 4
TH

 QUARTER 2015 ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 

 

 

ISSUE:  CRIME/VIOLENCE/GANGS 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 8/5:51am 

Length:  6:02 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Dr. Morris Jenkins, Dean for the College of Health and Human 

Services at Southeast Missouri State University, regarding the relation between minority youth 

and the criminal justice system. Dr. Jenkins says that there is a level of mistrust that young 

minority people have for the justice system. Dr. Jenkins says there needs to be involvement from 

the community to encourage young people to become more involved in “civic engagement.” He 

adds that young people need to understand that the best way to stop the perception of 

“institutional racism” is from the inside, either as police officers, lawyers or judges. 

 

ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE 

 

Program:  Clint Black and Chideo – Competing for a Cause 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  October 3/3:00pm  

                  October 4/2:00pm 

Length:  60:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  WDKA broadcast this one-hour special hosted by Clint Black to help raise 

awareness of Rett Syndrome.  The core mission of the program is to fund research toward a cure 

and treatment for the disease, while enhancing the overall quality of life for those living with Rett 

Syndrome. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Big Al’s Halloween Bash 

Broadcast Date/Times:  October 12/4:38pm & 6:58pm  

                            October 26/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Alan Bisher to 

promote Big Al’s Halloween Bash, on October 30
th

, an fundraising event to benefit autism and 

alzheimer’s research. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  Continued 

 

Program:  River Tales 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 18/5:31am  

Length:  5:40 

Source:  Local 

Description:  A look at a partnership between the Cape Girardeau Lions Club and the Boys and 

Girls Club of Cape Girardeau, to aid the American Cancer Society as a part of its Cancer 

Awareness Month “Pink” campaign. Lions Club member Dave Baldwin discusses how he first 

thought of the idea when he noticed ghost decorations for Halloween, and brought the idea to the 

local Boys and Girls Club to have the children make pink ghosts, which would be sold to the 

public with the proceeds going to the ACS. Vicki Lawson, the Director of Operations for the 

Cape Girardeau Boys and Girls Club, discusses how the organization welcomed Mr. Baldwin’s 

idea, not only did it help give the kids a chance to become involved in the community; but it also 

gives them the chance to explore their creativity. Several of the children get to tell what it means 

to them to be able to participate in the program, and Mr. Baldwin tells how happy he is to see the 

pink ghosts decorating the community. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 6/5:39am 

Length:  10:43 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Ken Bateman, Chief Executive Officer of Southeast Health. Mr. 

Bateman discusses the accolades that the hospital has achieved over the last couple of years, and 

while the quality of care was superb, the hospital was having financial difficulties. Mr. Bateman 

says that part of the problem was a faulty billing system that has since been changed. He adds 

that the hospital has also begun seeking ways to lower the cost of care, without sacrificing the 

quality of care. He also advocates changes to the insurance system that would favor medical care 

providers that are able to keep their costs lower. 

 

Program:  Holiday Blood Drive PSAs 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  December 11-18/various 

Length:  20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired PSAs in support of the Red Cross Holiday Blood Drive 

on December 18
th

 in Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  Continued 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 13/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Matthew Rigdon, Public Policy Advocate for SEMO Alliance for 

Disability Independence, in which he discusses several health care topics concerning the public; 

such as, the open enrollment guidelines for Medicare, and the lack of a Medicaid expansion in 

Missouri of health care for many people with handicaps. Mr. Rigdon also talks about the Ticket 

to Work program which allows disabled people who are employed to apply for affordable health 

care insurance. 
 

ISSUE:  PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 8/5:32am 

Length:  7:04 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Sara Gerau, Executive Director for the Red Cross of Southeast 

Missouri. Home fires claim seven lives a day in America, making home fires the number one 

response by the Red Cross. Ms. Gerau says because of this, the Red Cross has stepped up 

working with local fire departments to make sure people are better educated on how to prevent 

fires in the home, such as properly maintaining smoke alarms, and making sure the entire family 

knows how to escape if a fire occurs. With the arrival of winter, Ms. Gerau also discusses the 

importance of furnace maintenance and the use of space heaters; as well as the safe use of 

holiday decorations. She also discusses how the Red Cross reaches out to help home fire victims; 

as well as how other people can make donations of time or money to the Red Cross. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 8/5:41am 

Length:  7:41 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Mark Shelton, Southeast Missouri District Engineer for the Missouri 

Department of Transportation. With winter arriving, Mr. Shelton discusses how MoDoT prepares 

for keeping roads cleared when winter weather happens, which starts by monitoring various 

weather forecasts to determine when action will be needed. The department also runs “winter 

operation drills” before bad weather arrives, in which drivers run the routes they will be clearing 

to be more familiar with the roads for which they are responsible, as well as making sure all 

equipment is in working order. Mr. Shelton also discusses the MoDoT website and apps, which 

gives people access to information regarding road conditions. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS 

 

Program:  Real Green 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, October 3-December 26/9:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  Real Green is a weekly half-hour series which gives the viewer an up-close and 

personal view of how to become green in their daily lives, whether it is designing and building a 

new dream green home, or learning the benefits of making their existing home more energy 

efficient. The program includes environmental experts and ordinary people showing how green 

living can be practical and affordable. 

 

Program:  This Old House 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, October 3-December 26/10:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series inspires and empowers viewers to take charge of 

improving their homes by providing practical instruction and advice on home renovations. 

 

Program:  Open House 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, October 3-December 26/10:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series gives viewers a unique look at the world of real estate. 

Open House keeps viewers informed with the latest real estate trends, investment opportunities, 

designs for the home and much more from real estate insiders. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 15/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Jackie Cole, coordinator at Interpreter Referral Services. Ms. Cole 

discusses efforts to help educate children that are deaf or have hearing difficulties. Often the 

biggest obstacle to these children are their own parents, who would prefer that the child learn 

how to read lips, rather than use sign language. Ms. Cole also discusses the formation of the 

Cape “heart” ASL Club, which came together by accident following a community meeting. The 

goals of the club are to help educate and equip the deaf community, as well as helping them be 

prepared in the event of an emergency. She discusses that while the public has become more 

accepting of the deaf community, there are still many obstacles to be overcome.  
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS  Continued 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 22/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Denise Wimp, director of First Call for Help, a helpline service 

which maintains a data base of social service contacts, with the intent to help guide people to the 

proper group or organization which can aid them with their particular need. Ms. Wimp discusses 

how the service is funded, and how contact information is kept up to date through yearly surveys 

and direct contact with the various groups. She also discusses the area which the service operates 

and the extent which First Call will work with people, whether it’s a simple referral, or making 

inquiries on behalf of the person until the help that is needed can be found. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 29/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Jean Gooden, director of the A.P.P.L.E. Project (Applications, 

Personal Papers, Legal and Environmental Paperwork), a service which aids senior citizens, aged 

sixty and older, with legal and governmental paperwork. Ms. Gooden mentions that now that it’s 

the near the end of the year, they are especially busy helping with Medicare open enrollment. Not 

only can the project help seniors navigate the various Medicare coverage options; but the project 

personnel can advocate for seniors concerning issues such as billing or denials. Ms. Gooden also 

discusses how they are referred to seniors by organizations and businesses, such as banks who 

often refer the Apple Project to seniors who are having difficulties in maintaining their accounts.  

 

ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 

Program:  Ag PhD 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, October 4-December 27/8:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series provides information to farmers about money-making 

and money-saving ideas to make their farms more successful.  Each week, the show offers 

information on topics in which the farmer can control, such as: how to pick the proper herbicides 

and fertilizers, and how to stop crop damaging insects and diseases. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  Continued 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 6/5:32am 

Length:  4:54 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Brian Tapp, Director of Outreach for the Institute for Regional 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship, whose goal is to foster small business in the Southeast 

Missouri area. The institute offers assistance by providing data, helping to develop a business 

plan and offering guidance. Mr. Tapp discusses how the members of the Institute works directly 

with the potential small business owner to not only examine the product or service they will 

offer; but also look closely at the financial resources they will have available. The Institute also 

will provide market research to help discover the potential growth of the small business. 

 

ISSUE:  RELIGION 
 

Program:  Business Today – A Time to Pray 

Broadcast Date/Times:  October 21/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Doug Austin to 

promote the A Time to Pray event the be held November 12
th

 at the Cape Girardeau Junior High 

Auditorium.  The event is described as a gathering of local community and religious leaders to 

pray for the betterment of the nation and society. 

 

ISSUE:  EDUCATION  

 

Program:  Focus on Southeast 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 4/5:32am 

Length:  7:07 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Suzanne Omran, assistant director of International Educational 

Services for Southeast Missouri State University, discussing the purpose of her department to 

assist international students who come to the university to further their higher education. Ms. 

Omran’s group assists international students from registration to graduation, starting with helping 

with visas and immigration issues, to helping them with orientation issues when they arrive on 

campus, whether it’s adjusting to American food or living arrangements, or learning to adapt to a 

different style of studying and education methods. Mr. Omran’s group also works with domestic 

students who want to further their education by studying abroad, where they also will assist with 

obtaining the proper visas and papers, while advising them on any cultural issues that may arise 

in the country they will be visiting. 
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ISSUE:  EDUCATION  Continued 

 

Program:  Focus on Southeast 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 1/5:32am 

Length:  10:24 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Dr. Debbie Below, Vice President of Enrollment Management and 

Dean of Students at Southeast Missouri State University. Dr. Below discusses a number of topics 

concerning student life at the university, including Camp Redhawk, which targets first year 

students by helping them adjust to being a part of campus life. She also discusses the university’s 

Task Force of Diversity Education, a student lead council designed to help create ways to address 

cultural diversity issues throughout the campus, including residents’ life, admission and financial 

services. 
 

Program:  Business Today – Books on Wheels 

Broadcast Date/Times:  December 2/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

                                       December 28/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Stacy Taylor, 

from the Cape Girardeau Community Caring Council, to promote their involvement in the Books 

on Wheels project, a national initiative to distribute books to children in need. 
 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

The following miscellaneous items aired on WDKA during the quarter.  While not fitting into 

one of the previous listed issues, they did provide information of a public service nature to the 

viewers. 

 

Program:  Missouri CASA PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 1-December 30/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA aired PSAs supporting Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of 

Southeast Missouri. 

 

Program:  SEMO Spotlight 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 1-December 31/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired PSAs promoting various community events by local 

non-profit organizations and groups. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Continued 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 11/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Wayne Elfrink, Client Support Specialist for SEMO Alliance for 

Disability Independence, as talks about his life as a husband for twenty years and father of three 

teenagers, in spite of his disabilities.  He discusses how he and his wife became foster parents of 

three young children, and the challenges they faced, especially after the youngest daughter faced 

health issues of her own. Mr. Elfrink talks about issues such as finding a home that is both 

comfortable for the family and disability-friendly, as well as facing obstacles when going out on 

trips and vacations. 

 

Program:  River Tales 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 18/5:43am 

Length:  4:45 

Source:  Local 

Description:  A look at the Cape River Heritage Museum, located in a building that has been 

standing since 1908, and has previously been used as a courthouse, jail and fire station. Now it is 

a place where residents can come to learn more about the city’s history. Historical Preservation 

students Chelsea Edwards and Lydia Ness discuss their experiences in creating exhibits for the 

museum and other historical sites around the area, and the challenges to make history feel 

exciting for the public. The museum features information about the city’s founders, as well as 

exhibits celebrating the building’s history as a fire station, including a complete vintage firetruck. 

 

Program:  Business Today – SEMO Arts Council 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  October 20/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

                             November 20/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Program: SEMO Arts Council PSAs 

Broadcast Dates/Times: November 7-20/various 

Length:  15 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured information on the Christmas Arts 

and Crafts Extravaganza, sponsored by the SEMO Arts Council. Several PSAs also aired 

promoting the event, held November 21
st
 and 22

nd
 in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Continued 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 25/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Matthew Rigdon, Public Policy Advocate for SEMO Alliance for 

Disability Independence, about the 25
th

 anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA). Mr. Rigdon begins by discussing the history of federal aid for the disabled, starting with 

disabled World War I veterans and gaining support during the civil rights movement in the 

1960’s and 70’s. Mr. Rigdon reminds us about a time before ramps, curb cutouts and easy-

opening doors became common place, and how the ADA set requirements for public buildings to 

be accessible to disabled persons. Also discussed are other portions of the ADA which bans 

employment discrimination, and enforces access to state and local government facilities, 

including public education institutions. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Old Town Cape 

Broadcast Date/Times:  November 17/4:38am & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Crista Zickfield, 

Project Manager for Old Town Cape, to promote upcoming holiday events scheduled in 

downtown Cape Girardeau, Mo., including Small Business Saturday on November 28
th

, the 

Christmas Parade of Lights on Nov. 29
th

, and the Christmas Open House on December 5
th

.  

 

Program:  Business Today – Jackson Holiday Extravaganza 

Broadcast Date/Times:  November 23/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Program:  Jackson Holiday Extravaganza PSAs 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  November 21-December 31/various 

Length:  5-10sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Angelia Thomas, 

from the Jackson Community Outreach Board, to promote the city’s Jackson Holiday 

Extravaganza to be held in the Jackson City Park throughout the holiday season; starting with the 

Flip the Switch event on November 27
th

 and including a visit by Santa on December 12
th

.  

Numerous PSAs also aired on WDKA to help promote the event. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Continued 

 

Program:  Business Today – Happy Slapowitz’s Toy Bash 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  November 26/4:38pm & 6:58pm 

       December 7/4:38am & 6:58pm 

Length:  2:00 

Program:  Happy Slapowitz’s Toy Bash PSAs 

Broadcast Dates/Times:  November 26-December 10/various 

Length:  20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Ryan Eftink to 

promote the Happy Slapowitz’s Toy Bash, an annual event held in downtown Cape Girardeau on 

December 10
th

. The event brings together several downtown businesses and local musical artists 

to help raise cash and toy donations towards the Marine Corps League’s Toys for Tots program.  

Several PSAs also aired on WDKA to help promote the event. 

 

Program:  American Legion Christmas Special: A Salute to Our Veterans 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 26/12:00pm 

Length:  60:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  An all-star holiday tribute to the men and woman who have served our country. The 

one-hour special honors the work of the American Legion and its efforts to aid veterans suffering 

from post-traumatic stress disorder. 

 

Program:  Humane Society of Southeast Missouri PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 19-31/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA aired PSAs supporting the fund raising efforts of the Humane Society of 

Southeast Missouri. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


