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Most stories first aired at 6am, unless otherwise noted.

Man Seriously Injured in Accident – The accident involved a car being submerged in two 
feet of water off Interstate 55 near Dwight. We interviewed Dwight Fire Deputy Chief Justin 
Dyer about the incident. Air dates: 1/13, 1/14

Sandwich Teenager Killed From Heroin Overdose – Bladmir Ortega was pronounced 
dead at Morris Hospital on January 20th after he was dropped off by friends. We 
interviewed Grundy County Coroner John Callahan and detectives with the Morris Police 
Department provided details of the ongoing case. Air dates: 1/20, 1/22 

Icy & Snow Created Traffic Nightmare – The Illinois State Police along with several 
other first responders were dispatched to more than 130 accidents in a 13-hour time span 
on Interstates 80 and 55 between Shorewood and Channahon and Minooka and Joliet. No 
deaths were reported from the accidents that were caused by the icy roadways. Air dates: 
1/25, 1/26

Will County Dispatcher Killed – The Channahon Police Department, Illinois State 
Police and Will/Grundy Major Crimes Task Force were called to an apartment complex in 
Channahon for a reported shooting. The Will County Coroner’s Office said Samantha 
Harer was the victim and was a dispatcher for WESCOM. The investigation is ongoing. 
Air dates: 2/15, 2/16

Wilmington Man Rescued & City of Marseilles Evacuation – The Morris Fire 
Department and more than ten other agencies were called to rescue a man who had 
become stranded after driving his truck into high water on Pine Bluff Road. Morris Fire 
Chief Tracy Steffes said the rescue of Greg Harrison, who was uninjured, took more than 
two hours. The high water was a culmination of heavy rain and snow melting which 
caused the Illinois River to rise to 23.7 feet, resulting in the third highest mark ever. The 
high water levels cause the city of Marseilles to issue a mandatory evacuation. No deaths 
were reported from the flooding. Air dates: 2/21, 2/22, 2/23, 2/24

School Shooting Safety & Incidents – The Minooka Police Department arrested a 16-
year-old for posting a threat on social media. Two days later, the Coal City Police 
Department arrested a 13-year-old for posting a threat on Snapchat. The two arrests came 
from increased awareness after the Parkland, Florida shooting. We also interviewed 
Morris High School Superintendent Pat Halloran regarding the safety steps the district 
was taking in light of the Florida shooting. Air dates: 2/26, 2/27, 2/28, 3/1, 3/2  

Also provided important information about state legislation, arrest reports,  
municipal meetings, and public safety/health reminders throughout the 
quarter. 


