
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

April 1, 2017 – June 30, 2017 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

April 1, 2017 THROUGH June 30, 2017 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4:30 – 7:00AM;  

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM  

 

ON WEEKENDS 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9:00AM; and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11:00PM 

 

SPECIALS: 

CBS 2 Weather Watch: Storm Safety, Saturday, 05/06/2017 10:30pm-11:00pm 

In response to severe weather and tornados throughout Illinois, the CBS 2 Weather Watch Team 

created a 30 minute news special, which provided information to keep Illinoisans safe from 

severe storms.  The Weather Watch special was hosted by CBS 2’s meteorologists Steve 

Baskerville, Megan Glaros, Mary Kay Kleist and Ed Curran. 

 

 

 



THE DURATION OF STORIES IN THIS REPORT RANGE FROM ONE TO THREE 

MINUTES 

Government: 

April 5, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Voters in two suburban communities approved property 

tax hikes to support their school districts. Residents in Oak Park and in Evanston both voted for 

higher taxes to make sure their school districts remain top notch. Average property tax bills 

would go up about 500-dollars a year.  

April 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – President Trump is making a visit just across the state 

line in Kenosha, Wisconsin. The President is outlining a new “Buy American” policy. He visited 

the headquarters of Snap-on Tools, an iconic American brand.  

April 19, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – An Illinois Senate Panel is considering a proposal to 

regulate and tax marijuana. A State Senator says the move could bring in 350-million-dollars in 

new revenue. Under the plan, residents could legally possess up to 28 grams of pot. The union 

representing police chiefs is opposing the plan.  

April 20, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago City Council members approved a plan 

creating a municipal I-D card for all residents including undocumented immigrants and the 

homeless. All city departments will accept the cards as proof of I-D. Supporters say the card will 

increase access to city services and other benefits.  

April 21, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The Trump Administration is stepping up its fight 

against so-called sanctuary cities. The city of Chicago and Cook County were among nine areas 

that received Justice Department letters. Without compliance, both could lose federal grant 

money.  

May 8, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Illinois Treasurer Mike Frerichs says the state could reach 

junk bond status if lawmakers adjourn without a budget deal. He says the inaction would push 

costs up even more and force the state to do even more borrowing. A downgrade could cost tens 

of millions of dollars in fees.  

May 11, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan is among 

Attorneys General around the country calling for the appointment of an independent prosecutor 

to investigate Russian interference in last year’s election. The group sent President Trump a 

letter calling the firing of FBI Director James Comey, a “violation of the public trust”.  

May 26, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Mayor Emanuel is thanking Safe Passage workers for 

the job they do keeping kids safe. The Safe Passage program helps 75 thousand C-P-S students 

get to and from school safely each day. The Mayor hosted a rally for workers at McCormick 

Place.  



May 26, 2017-(CBS 2 News at 5p) – Governor Rauner and Mayor Emanuel blame each other 

for the lack of a budget deal. The Mayor is blasting the Governor for not being in Springfield 

during the crisis. The Governor says the Mayor’s ally Democrat Mike Madigan is holding up the 

budget deal.  

May 30, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The Illinois House unanimously passed a bill that 

automatically registers people to vote when the visit the Secretary of State offices. Supporters 

say the plan will modernize the state’s voter registration system and increase participation. 

Governor Rauner vetoed a similar bill last year.  

June 15, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Lottery players in Illinois may have to sit out the game 

for a while. The state budget stalemate threatens to put the Powerball and Mega Millions game 

on hold in Illinois. The multi-state associations that runs the games says it will stop selling 

tickets at the end of the month without a budget agreement.  

June 22, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Illinois lawmakers are counting down to the July 1st 

deadline for a budget deal. So far, not much progress reported as Democrats and Republicans 

blame each other for holding things up. Republicans want a four-year tax freeze but Democrats 

will not go along with that.  

June 23, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A federal Appeals Court in Chicago is upholding a 

ruling in the Brendan Dassey case. The ruling is a victory for Dassey whose confession became a 

subplot in the Netflix series “Making a Murderer”. Wisconsin now has 90 days to retry the case 

or he could go free.   

June 26, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago Public Schools will provide free lunch over 

the summer to students in need. CPS will expand the program this summer to more than 90 

locations around the city where students can pick up a summer meal.  

June 26, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Travelers arriving at O’Hare Airport are reacting to 

President Trump’s travel ban. The ban is on citizens from six predominately-Muslim nations. 

Some travelers favor a strict ban but others say it unfairly discriminates against law abiding 

Muslims who have nothing to do with terrorism.  

 

CRIME: 

April 11, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – An 11-year-old boy is one of at least 14 people shot in 

the city yesterday. Police say he was standing on a corner in the West Pullman neighborhood 

when someone in a car opened fire. The gunfire left the boys seriously injured. No suspects are 

in custody.  



April 12, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A woman running on the lakefront path is recovering 

from an attack. Police say the woman was out for a run when a man threw her to the ground and 

sexually assaulted her. Police have charged a man with the crime.  

April 24, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – An attack on the popular Illinois Prairie Path. DuPage 

officials say a man grabbed a woman as she walked during a daylight attack. Police have a 

sketch of the suspect and want to question him about other incidents.   

April 27, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago Police announcing an arrest in the shocking 

murder of Cook County Judge Raymond Myles. Judge Myles suffered several gunshot wounds 

in an ambush outside his South Side home. Police believe the robbery was the motive.  

April 28, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Former Chicago Schools CEO Barbara Byrd Bennett 

learned her fate on her corruption conviction. A judge sentenced her to nearly four years in 

prison for defrauding the school district. She pled guilty to steering millions of dollars in 

contracts in exchange for kickbacks.  

May 1, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – New crime numbers for the month show a year to date 

drop in shootings in Chicago. Chicago Police say there were 45 murders in April, down nearly 

13 percent. Superintendent Johnson calls the numbers progress but says there is still a long way 

to go.  

May 16, 2017-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – Police are investigating a shooting at the METRA train 

station in Naperville. An ambulance rushed at least one victim to the hospital. METRA is 

reporting long delays as police cordon off the scene.  

May 17, 20-17 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A manhunt is underway in Evanston. Police are 

searching for the suspect who assaulted a Northwestern student. It happened in an apartment 

complex off campus. The suspect beat the victim in an elevator and threw her to the ground. 

Police are looking for witnesses and any surveillance video that might help.  

May 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Police are searching for two suspects in an armed 

robbery near President Obama’s Chicago home. The target was a couple walking in the 

Kenwood neighborhood. Police say the suspects got away with cell phones and wallets.  

May 25, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Hinsdale Police are questioning a suspect in the murder of 

a suburban mother of two. Andrea Urban died of blunt force trauma during a home invasion. 

Sources say police have a suspect in custody with charges expected soon. The case is the first 

murder in the suburb in decades.  

June 13, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A popular singer from Bloomindale faces two counts of 

child pornography. 24-year-old Austin Jones has hundreds of thousands of fans on social media. 

He’s accused of enticing underage girls to send explicit videos to him.  



June 16, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A 21 year old man is injured in a brazen shooting on 

Michigan Avenue. The shooting happened just across the street from the Art Institute. Police say 

the victim is not cooperating and does have gang affiliations.  

June 19, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – U of I Police are searching for a missing Chinese 

scholar. The woman was last seen getting into a black car near campus. Her family traveled from 

China to help with the search and say they won’t leave until they find her.  

June 21, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A 16 year old girl facing charges for the murder of an 

Uber driver. In an apparent random attack, prosecutors say Eliza Wasni brutally stabbed the 

driver with a machete she stole from a Wal-Mart store. The girl is being held without bail.  

June 21, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There is more information about the downstate Illinois 

man behind the attack on Republican lawmakers. James Hodgkinson opened fire at a baseball 

practice game last week in Virginia. The FBI says Hodgkinson of the Belleville area carried a list 

with the names of six members of Congress. Authorities say he was known to have anger 

manager issues.  

June 23, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) - There is a warning for riders on the CTA’s Green Line. 

Police say a man sexually assaulted a woman at the Garfield station. The woman was standing 

on the platform when the man approached her and fondled her.  

 

Health: 

April 7, 2017 - (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new study highlights the long-term impact of early 

education. Researchers at Virginia Tech found children who get a high quality education at an 

early age are more likely to hold full time jobs and have better relationships with their parents.  

April 7, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The American Diabetes Association Expo is kicking off 

at McCormick Place. The annual Expo offers a full day of activities and programming including 

cooking demonstrations. Health experts will have information on managing and preventing 

Diabetes. CBS 2 is a proud partner of the Association to help stop Diabetes.  

April 11, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – There’s new advice about prostate cancer screenings. 

A government panel that once warned against routine screening now says it is ok. The group 

says men ages 55 to 69 with no symptoms should talk with their doctor first about risk and 

rewards of P-S-A testing. There was concern the screenings could lead to unnecessary treatment.  

April 17, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Experts are warning of the dangers of “third hand” 

smoke. Aside from second hand smoke, researchers say children can also pick up nicotine on 

their hands just by touching surfaces contaminated with tobacco smoke residue. Nicotine 

exposure can lead to respiratory infections, asthma and ear infections.  



April 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – The Zika Virus may be even more dangerous than 

scientists previously thought. The Centers for Disease Control says Zika may also trigger 

epilepsy in babies in addition to birth defects.  

May 1, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A wildlife warning in the suburbs after the discovery of a 

rabid bat. The bat was found in LaGrange Park and later tested positive for the rabies virus. 

Residents are being told to call animal control if one of the animals gets into their home.  

May 8, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 10p) - The Cook County Medical Examiner is warning about a 

spike in deaths from a new opioid. The drug is a Fentanyl derivative and is one thousand times 

stronger than heroin. Authorities report 44 deaths so far this year blamed on the opioid.  

May 10, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chefs are teaching special classes to encourage Chicago 

public school students to eat more fresh fruit and vegetables.  As part of the program, students 

will plant vegetables seeds and crops for two CPS gardens. The program is meant to change kids 

attitudes towards food.  

May 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A popular weight loss surgery could put you at high risk 

for developing a drinking problem. A new study says one in five patients who’ve had the popular 

gastric bypass surgery developed a problem with alcohol. Researchers say the surgery may affect 

areas of the brain associated with reward possibly increasing alcohol reward sensitivity.  

May 26, 2017-(CBS 2 News at 11a) – An 8 year old girl who spent more than 500 days of her 

life in intensive care is celebrating her 9th birthday by giving life. She’s hosting a blood drive. 

Elena Perez was born with one lung and no esophagus and has countless blood transfusions and 

procedures.  

June 7, 2017 –(CBS 2 News at 10p) - The Food and Drug Administration is recalling a brand of 

cashews. Aldi Stores sells the nuts under the label “Southern Grove”. There’s an investigation 

after reports that pieces of glass were found in a number of the cashew canisters. So far, no 

injuries reported.  

June 15, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – It’s time to find the citronella candles and find the bug 

spray. There’s a warning about mosquitos and West Nile Virus. Experts say mosquitos with the 

virus have turned up in the northwest suburbs.  

June 19, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Yoga might be the best prescription for chronic lower 

back pain. Millions of Americans suffer from the often-debilitating pain. Expert say yoga can be 

as effective as physical therapy in reducing pain and medication use. Patients in a new study say 

yoga helped them moved more without pain.  

June 21, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago Blackhawks star forward Marian Hossa reveals 

he suffers from a rare allergy and won’t return to the team next season. It turns out the veteran 



player is allergic to his own equipment. Hossa is being treated for a progressive skin disorder and 

the side effects of the medications for the treatment.  

June 27, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Working the night can hurt your body’s ability to repair 

and tear of cells. Experts say the stress can lead to an increased risk of cancer. Researchers 

suspect it is due to the suppression of the hormone melatonin, which regulates the internal body 

clock.  

 

Consumer: 

April 5, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Bargain shoe shoppers will have one less place to score 

deals. Payless Shoe Source filed for Chapter -11 bankruptcy. Officials say they plan to shut 

down some 400 stores immediately. About 75 stores in the Chicago area will close.   

April 5, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Grandparents are the target of a new scam. Police in 

Northwest Indiana say victims receive calls that their grandchild is in trouble and needs money. 

The crooks instruct the victims to purchase gift cards and give them the numbers. Police warn 

against ever wiring money to complete strangers.  

April 20, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – METRA is looking to become even more pet friendly. 

The agency is beginning a pilot program allowing small pets in carriers on off peak weekday 

trains. Pets can now ride on trains on weekends and holidays.  

April 24, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Frito-Lay is recalling two lines of potato chips over 

salmonella fears. The company is recalling Jalapeno flavored versions of Lay’s Kettle chips and 

Miss Vickie’s kettle chips. There are concerns bacteria could be present in the product seasoning.  

April 27, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – United Airlines has reached a settlement with the 

passenger seen in the now infamous dragging video. The Chicago based airline is also 

announcing substantial changes in passenger policy to protect travelers in the future.  

May 16, 2017-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – A computer glitch turned out to be a good thing for 

Starbucks customers. The company says a computer update put the systems around the country 

in a tailspin. To make up for the inconvenience, Starbucks customers were treated to free coffee 

for several hours.  

May 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The Butterball Company is closing its west suburban 

plant. The plant in suburban Montgomery is set to close in mid-July. The closing means 600 

workers will lose their jobs. The company will try to relocate as many workers as possible to 

other facilities.  

May 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago’s iconic John Hancock Center could get a 

new owner and possibly a new name. There’s word the landmark high rise will go up for sale 



late summer. Real estate experts say the building is worth twice as much as it was when it was 

last purchased in 2013. There is talk the sale this time would include leasing naming rights as 

well.  

May 24, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Some popular car seats are on the recall list.  Graco is 

recalling the harness restraints on more than 25-thousand convertible child seats. The company 

says the seat’s webbing may not safely restrain a child during a crash. So far, no injuries have 

been reported from the defect.  

May 30, 2017-(CBS 2 News at 11a) – Google is helping Chicago kids virtually explore the 

world. The web giant is teaming up with the non-profit “My Block, My Hood, My City” to let 

students use Google Expeditions. Kids can visit places all over the world online and share their 

experiences in Chicago with people around the globe.  

June 7, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – There is a consumer warning about ground beef that 

could pose a health hazard. Stores in Indiana and three other states getting the warning that the 

beef could be contaminated with e-coli.  Agriculture officials say packages of “Creation 

Gardens” beef should be thrown away or returned.  

June 13, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Sears is laying off 400 full time workers as part of a 

plan to cut costs. The cuts will include workers at the corporate office in Northwest Suburban 

Hoffman Estates. Sears plans to trim more than one-billion-dollars in costs.  

June 13, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Property taxes are going up for homeowners in Cook 

County. In Chicago, homeowners can expect a 10-percent increase that will add about 360-

dollars a year on average to bills. Homeowners in the north suburbs will see a 6-and-a half 

percent hike.  

June 16, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – U.S. Customs and JetBlue Airlines are trying out facial 

recognition technology to make the boarding process faster. A device snaps a photo and 

compares it to the government database of passport photos. If approved, passengers can just 

board the plane. Delta Airlines also plans to test the technology.  

June 16, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Amazon is buying grocery store chain Whole Foods. 

The deal is valued at 13-point 7 billion dollars. Whole Foods is keeping its name and will keep 

buying products from its vendors and partners. The deal should close later this year.  

 

Diversity:  

April 11, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Illinois State Police want to help troopers better 

recognize and investigate hate crimes. The agency is working with the Anti-Defamation League 



to better train cadets before they hit the streets. The training will also help strengthen 

relationships between community and law enforcement.  

April 14, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – More than a thousand of Chicago’s faithful marched 

through the streets of Englewood to send a powerful message. Cardinal Blasé Cupich led the 

Stations of the Cross for the Good Friday peace march. Cupich called for a peaceful summer and 

an end to the violence.  

April 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Musicians in Streeterville neighborhood held a jam 

session in tribute to jazz great Ella Fitzgerald. The musicians honored the “First Lady of Song” 

on what would have been her 100th birthday.  

April 27, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The American Red Cross is honoring local acts of 

heroism at a special breakfast. A local nurse was among the honorees, presented with a Super 

Hero Award recognized for his compassion with young patients at Lurie Children’s Hospital. 

Local police, firefighters and military members also received honors.  

April 28, 2017– (CBS 2 News at 5p) – The Chicago Special Olympics are underway at Soldier 

Field. Athletes kicked off the opening ceremonies by lighting the torch for the games. Some 35-

hundred athletes will compete in a long list of events. The Special Olympics started in Chicago 

49 years ago.  

May 5, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Comedian Chelsea Handler is in Chicago raising 

awareness and money for Syrian refugees. Handler was guest of honor at the Karam Foundation 

fundraising luncheon that supports the cause. Handler is personally sponsoring dozens of refugee 

children.  

May 16, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A warning for Com-Ed customers in the Hispanic 

community. The Better Business Bureau says scammers are targeting Spanish speakers. In some 

cases, the scammers knock on doors but in other cases, they call demanding money. Com-Ed 

reminds customers they never ask for immediate payment for service.  

May 22, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A Chicago gala shines a light on teens making a 

difference in their community. The 24th annual “Heroes in the Hood” Awards recognizes young 

people for good work to help improve their neighborhoods. Teachers, counselors and community 

leaders nominated the students for the honors.  

May 24, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – There is a promising innovation for the wheelchair-

bound. The team at the Shirley Ryan Ability Lab has developed a wheelchair that allows user to 

move in both standing and sitting positions. The chair functions like a bicycle. As users push on 

the arm rests, gears and chains adjust the height quickly up or down.  



May 26, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Age isn’t holding back actor Mike Nussbaum. At age 

93, Nussbaum is starring as Albert Einstein in a play at the Northlight Theater in Skokie. 

Nussbaum is believed to be the oldest professional actor currently in a stage production.  

June 8, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Southwest Airlines first African American pilot took his 

final flight today and it was to Chicago. Captain Louis “Lou” Freeman is retiring after 37 years 

on the job. The airline first hired Freeman in 1980. He later rose to the rank of chief pilot another 

first for an African American. Freeman turns 65 in a few days, which is the federal retirement 

age for pilots.  

June 8, 2017–(CBS 2 News at 11a) – A Hammond, Indiana girl wants to brighten the day for 

police officers around the country. 7-year-old Rosalyn Baldwin plans to visit all 50 states to hug 

officers. She made her 12th stop in Missouri. She gives each officer a sticker that reads, 

“officially hugged by Roslyn”.  

June 9, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Two Chicago Police officers helped raise funds to send 

eight high school girls to the prom. The officers organized a special sendoff to give the South 

Side girls a memorable day. All of the students had to have a 3-point-5 GPA in order to be 

selected for the all-expense paid prom experience.  

June 16, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Cuban Americans in Chicago are watching the latest 

development in Cuba –U.S. relations. President Trump is cancelling the Obama Administration’s 

policy easing restrictions and replacing it with his own policy. While some oppose the change, 

others support the tighter restrictions for their native country and believe sanctions are warranted.  

June 23, 2017 – 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Hundreds of thousands of people will line the 

streets of Lakeview for the annual Pride Parade celebration. The parade features 150 floats, 

marching bands and other performers. Organizers promise more security to keep crowds under 

control this year.  

June 26, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) - For the first time in decades, a woman will captain a 

team at the Oak Brook Polo Club Match. Samantha Falbe is one of few women who play the 

male dominated sport. She’s also a team owner and looks forward to more women enjoying the 

sport.  

 

 

 

 


