
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

April 1, 2015 – June 30, 2015 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

April 1, 2015 THROUGH June 30, 2015 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4:30 – 7:00AM;  

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM  

 

ON WEEKENDS 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9:00AM and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11PM 

 

Specials 

CBS 2 Weather Watch: Severe Storms, Saturday, 05/02/2015 10:30pm-11:00pm 

In response to severe weather and tornados throughout Illinois, the CBS 2 Weather Watch Team 

created a 30 minute news special, which provided information to keep Illinoisans safe from 

severe storms.  Also information was provided on where to purchase Weather Watch NOAA 

radios.  The Weather Watch special was hosted by CBS 2’s meteorologists Steve Baskerville, 

Megan Glaros, Mary Kay Kleist and Ed Curran. 

 

 

 



THE DURATION OF STORIES IN THIS REPORT RANGE FROM ONE TO THREE 

MINUTES 

 

Government: 

April 14, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago aldermen will consider an ordinance that 

could bring closure to victims of disgraced Police Commander Jon Burge. The ordinance would 

set up a $20 million fund for those victims allegedly tortured by police during the 1980s under 

Burge’s command.  

April 16, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The state is pulling the plug on a service to help 

smokers kick the habit. Thousands of smokers use the Illinois “Quit Line” hotline for counseling 

and resources to stop smoking. The Governor’s office stopped funding the hotline due to the 

budget crisis.  

April 24, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Mayor Emanuel’s newly named Chief of Staff has 

plenty of experience for the job.  CTA President Forrest Claypool will become the Mayor’s third 

chief of staff. Prior to running the CTA, Claypool was chief of staff for former Mayor Daley in 

1989 and 1996.  

April 27, 2015 - (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Governor Rauner is feeling the heat from some of his 

suburban supporters. They are protesting the Governor’s plan to slice millions from the suburban 

share of state income tax revenue. Suburban leaders say the cuts could force them to make 

layoffs and cut programs.  

April 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – In Chicago and around the nation, supporters on both 

sides of the same sex marriage issue are watching the U.S. Supreme Court. Arguments are set to 

begin today. Same sex supporters say they want equality; opponents want the Marriage Act 

condemned.  

May 7, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The Chicago Teachers Union contract expires next month, 

but tempers are already flaring. The union filed an unfair labor practice against the Board of 

Education over its proposal for a 7% salary cut and other issues. The Board says the steps are 

necessary.  

May 18, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 5p) – Mayor Emanuel delivered his inaugural address marking 

the beginning of his second term today. The Mayor says he wants to reverse the downward spiral 

of many inner city youths and give them a chance for success.  

May 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Illinois Senate approved a bill de-criminalizing 

possession of small amounts of marijuana. The measure would eliminate jail time for possession 

of up to 15 grams of pot. The bill now goes to the Governor for approval.  



May 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The Internal Revenue Service is warning taxpayers that 

their information may have been stolen.  The IRS says hackers stole online information for 

140thousand people. The IRS is contacting victims about the breach and making fixes to the 

system.  

May 29, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Illinois lawmakers are wrapping up their legislative 

session but are still deeply divided on a 2016 budget. Democrats are advancing a plan that’s 

more than three billion dollars short of revenue. Republicans say that’s irresponsible and they 

won’t support it.  

June 11, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Mayor Emanuel may be seriously considering an income 

tax hike. One of the Mayor’s strongest allies seemed to float the idea during the City Council 

meeting. Alderman Joe Moore says a graduated income tax hike would be the ideal solution to 

close the budget gap.   

June 12, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Illinois U.S. Senator Mark Kirk is being criticized for his 

use of a derogatory word for a woman during a Senate Committee hearing. Kirk could be heard 

saying, “he’s a bro with no ho,” in an apparent reference to Senator Lindsey Graham, who is not 

married. A spokesman for Senator Kirk issued an apology.  

June 23, 2015-(CBS 2 news at 430a) - Road construction season is in full swing in Chicago. 

The city says crews have already completed more than 65 miles of street repairs this year. Mayor 

Emanuel isn’t stopping there - he wants to pave 300 additional miles of streets around the city.  

June 24, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Two leading presidential candidates are making 

campaign stops in Chicago. Just after Hillary Clinton wrapped up a visit to Chicago, Republican 

Jeb Bush is making a stop. Bush is hosting a private fundraiser at the Union League Club. 

Tickets are 27 hundred dollars each.   

June 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) - The Affordable Care Act – also known as Obamacare- is 

here to stay. A U.S. Supreme Court ruling today means the health care act will survive after the 

President leaves office in 2017. More than 230 thousand Illinoisans receive help through the 

program. 

 

Crime: 

April 6, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) - Family members hope a $1,000 reward will help police 

track down the driver who hit a bicyclist. The 26 year old cyclist was left critically injured. It 

happened in the Humboldt Park neighborhood. Police say surveillance video from a nearby store 

may have captured the crash.  



April 16, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Police say a man dubbed the “Coffee Cup Bandit” is 

believed responsible for robbing two banks in the Northwest suburbs. In each incident, 

surveillance video shows the robber holding a coffee cup during the robbery.  

April 10, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A man is in custody for abandoning his 3 year old 

daughter in a forest preserve. Police say the father left the child in a trash can believing she 

wouldn’t immediately be found. The child was rescued after she was found wandering in the 

woods.   

April 22, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – An Oak Park teenager and her boyfriend are convicted 

in a gruesome murder in Bali. Heather Mack and Tommy Schaefer were found guilty of brutally 

killing Mack’s mother, Sheila Von Weise Mack. The two were found guilty of murdering the 

woman and then stuffing her body in a suitcase. The killing followed an argument at a luxury 

resort in Bali.  

April 30, 2015 – (CBS 2 News 10p) – Several baseball players at a Catholic high school have 

been suspended after allegations of bullying. Chicago Police are investigating reports that a 

player was held down, choked and hazed in the locker room. Some parents feel the whole team is 

being punished for the alleged actions of a few.  

May 15, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Some members of Chicago’s Jewish community are so 

worried about anti-Semitic threats that they’ve hired their own security force. The guards have 

been placed outside synagogues and other institutions in Jewish neighborhoods during the 

Sabbath and religious holidays.  

May 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago Police are reviewing video of a frightening 

shooting in the Albany Park neighborhood on the Northwest Side. The cell phone video shows a 

man firing a gun over the top of a passing car. Another man then returned the gunfire. Police are 

looking for suspects.  

May 25, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 430a) – A four year old girl shot in the head is improving. 

Doctors say Jacele Johnson has been upgraded to serious condition and her vital signs are good. 

The child was injured in a drive-by shooting in the Englewood neighborhood.  

May 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – University of Chicago Police are increasing patrols after 

two crimes on campus. Police say two students and a university staffer were robbed. No one was 

injuries but the robbers made away with the victims’ wallets, cell phones and jewelry.  

May 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Former Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert has been 

indicted. The former Illinois Congressman is the latest in a long line of Illinois politicians 

accused of wrongdoing. Hastert is charged with withdrawing a case to evade tax laws and lying 

to the FBI. Reports say the withdrawals may have been used to cover up a sex scandal.  



June 5, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Police say an inmate stole an ambulance in Chicago and 

drove it north to the Milwaukee area where he crashed. Police say the suspect was being 

transferred from a Chicago medical facility when he stole the ambulance. After the crash, he 

stole another vehicle but was arrested a short time later.  

June 8, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – There’s been a rash of robberies just blocks from 

President Obama’s Chicago home.  Police report seven incidents in the last seven days. 

Authorities believe the attackers may be luring men on social media with a promise of sex and 

then robbing them.  

June 10, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A suburban business owner was arrested for allegedly 

trying to illegally cash in on Blackhawks fever. Cook County Sheriff’s Police arrested the man at 

his Elk Grove Village store where they found counterfeit Blackhawks merchandise. He’s 

charged with unauthorized use of a trademark.  

June 15, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Police have a suspect in a drive-by shooting that killed 

a 15 year old boy. The victim was with a group of teens at the time of the shooting. Police 

believe the shooting was gang retaliation for an earlier shooting.  

June 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A Chicago second grade teacher is facing child 

pornography charges. Authorities say the man was caught with more than 100 files of child porn 

on his personal computer. He’s being held on one million dollars bond.  

 

Consumer:  

April 6, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The government says travelers are leaving behind big 

cash at airport checkpoints. Screeners for the TSA say they found more than 600thousand dollars 

in coins and currency left behind at checkpoints in 2013. Under the law, the government gets to 

keep the money to use to improve airport security.  

April 16, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The U.S. Labor Secretary is in Chicago for the annual 

Financial Literacy Summit. The conference brings together international experts in government, 

finance and education. The goal is to help young people have a better understanding of finance.  

April 21, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Blue Bell Creamery, including one in suburban 

Waukegan, is recalling all of its ice cream. The ice cream maker has been linked to three cases of 

deadly listeria bacteria. The stores are expected to be closed until June 1
st
.   

April 24, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – An iconic Chicago restaurant is on the move. The 

longtime Ed Debevic restaurant is looking for a new home after developers purchased the 

property. The popular Chicago diner opened in 1984 and is known for its sassy servers.  



April 24, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The Starbucks Coffee chain is dealing with a major 

computer glitch. The problem is affecting cash registers in stores Chicago and nationwide. Some 

customers, including some in Chicago, offered free drinks to customers during the outage.  

May 5, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A national restaurant chain is helping consumers eat 

healthier. Panera Bread is dropping more than 150 artificial ingredients from its menu. The chain 

says it will eliminate artificial preservatives, sweeteners, colors and flavors by the end of next 

year.  

May 8, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Illinois utility customers are being warned to look out for 

scam artists. Representatives from ComEd, Peoples Gas and community groups say the elderly 

are often the target. Officials say the warm weather often brings out the scam artists who call or 

show up un-announced. They say customers should always ask for ID and never pay at the door.  

May 18, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Gas prices are now at their highest point of the year. 

Experts say motorists will continue to pay more as the price of crude oil goes up. Illinois is now 

paying $2.78 a gallon which is higher than the national average.  

May 20, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A nationwide airbag recall is now affecting more than 33-

million vehicles. It’s the largest recall in history for the auto industry. Six deaths have been 

linked to Takata’s defective airbags. The airbags have been shown to shower dangerous metal 

fragments when deployed.  

May 21, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Experts say the California drought is the reason we’re 

paying more for fruit and vegetables.  Local producer dealers say 80 percent of the produce we 

eat comes from the West Coast. The drought is also blamed for a shortage of cauliflower and 

broccoli.  

June 8, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Residents complaining about O’Hare Airport noise are 

getting a chance to sound off. Residents say jet noise has gotten worse since the reconfiguration 

of runways. The city and the FAA have now scheduled meetings with residents so they can voice 

their complaints.  

June 11, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – With the improving job market, there’s increased 

competition for entry level jobs. Experts say college graduates should consider jobs based on 

starting salaries but also growth rate. Top jobs were web developers and designers but also loan 

officers.  

June 11, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Acura is recalling two of its SUV’s because of problems 

with the automatic braking system. The car maker says brake sensors in about 48 thousand 

vehicles can give faulty readings. Owners can take the vehicle to their dealer for a software fix.  

June 18, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – For the first time in over a century, a woman will be 

featured on U-S currency. The 10 dollar bill will be redesigned to feature an, as of yet, 



undetermined woman by the year 2020. That will be the 100
th

 anniversary of the 19
th

 amendment 

which gave women the right to vote.  

June 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – With Father’s Day around the corner, the National Retail 

Federation is looking at spending on dear old Dad. It turns out consumers spend much more on 

Mother’s Day than they do on Dad. The experts estimate Father’s Day spending will be almost 

13-billion-dollars compared to 21-billion-dollars spent on Mother’s Day.  

 

Health: 

April 14, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new study says acetaminophen has a surprising side 

effect. Researchers at Ohio State University say the popular pain reliever, most people know as 

Tylenol, may also change your mood. Researchers say the drug can dull both negative and 

positive emotions.  

April 16, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – There’s another good reason to get a good night’s 

sleep.  A new report says people who snore or have sleep apnea may be more likely to develop 

memory problems at a younger age.   The new study found that people who used a device to help 

them breath at night didn’t have the memory problem. 

April 21, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A new analysis from the University of Colorado says 

taking too many vitamins could actually hurt you. Researchers say a number of supplements 

increased the risk of developing cancer. They suggest people get their daily vitamins from 

healthy meals instead of taking supplements.  

April 24, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The HIV outbreak in Indiana continues to grow. 142 

new cases are now confirmed in Indiana’s Scott County near the Indiana border. Indiana’s 

Governor is expanding his free needle exchange program for drug users.  

April 30, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A Northwest Indiana mother is receiving 14 million 

dollars in damages for a botched surgery. Doctors who performed her bariatric weight loss 

surgery were found guilty of negligence. The surgery left the woman with severe brain damage.  

May 7, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Coffee and green tea may lead to a long life. Researchers 

at the National Cancer Center say those who regularly drink coffee or green tea had a lower risk 

of death from heart disease and stroke. Both coffee and green tea also lowered the risk of 

respiratory diseases.  

May 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Doctors say getting more sleep may help you lose weight. 

Researchers found lack of sleep raises cortisol levels and that increases your appetite. A lack of 

sleep can also slow down your metabolism which means the body burns less fat.  



May 25, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new study finds higher altitude may make babies 

vulnerable to sudden infant death syndrome. Colorado researchers found the SIDS rate in the 

mountains is two times greater than place lower than six thousand feet. SIDS kills about two 

thousand infants each year in the U.S.  

May 25, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – More veterans are using yoga to cope with mental and 

physical health. Some VA centers are now holding yoga classes for veterans. Health experts say 

yoga can help ease traumatic memories, improve sleep and heart health.  

May 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Doctors say “Mommy Brain” is a real thing. A new 

study shows hormonal changes in pregnancy and childbirth affect a woman’s brain later in life. 

In research using rats, those who were older and had given birth had impaired learning.  

May 27, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new study says noise pollution may be linked to weight 

gain. Researchers found that people who live near noisy roads, trains and airports are at greatest 

risk for developing fat around their mid-section. They believe the noise acts a stressor that 

elevates cortisol levels in the body.  

June 10, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) - Researchers say some popular heartburn medications are 

linked to an increased heart attack risk. The study finds that people who use drugs such as 

Prilosec are 21 percent more likely to have a heart attack. The drugs can affect the lining of the 

blood vessels. The drugs are helpful however for short-term use.  

June 11, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A new study suggests movement may be the key to 

asthma relief. Doctors say adding a consistent aerobic exercise along with medication can help 

open up air passages. Some patients avoid exercise fearing it will make breathing more difficult.  

June 12, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – Public health officials have identified the first case of 

West Nile virus in the Chicago area. Cases have been confirmed in suburban Oak Lawn and 

Evergreen Park. Officials are reminding the public about precautions such as limiting time 

outdoors, avoiding standing water and wearing repellant.  

June 17, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Illinois lawmakers have approved a pilot program 

aimed at keeping prescription painkillers out of the wrong hands. The measure would require 

bottles to have combination locking devices resembling those used on lockers. The pilot program 

would go for one year. It now awaits the Governor’s signature.  

June 22, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – There’s a new health warning about meningitis. The 

Chicago Public Health Department is reporting six confirmed cases including one fatality. 

Officials say the cases are all men who have sex with men. Gay and bi-sexual men are being 

encouraged to get vaccinations.  

Diversity: 



April 13, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A local World War II veteran is finally receiving some 

long overdue medals. 90 year old Joe Hoppe never received medals while serving in the Navy.  

His daughter contacted Senator Dick Durbin’s office who arranged for the medals to be 

presented to Hoppe during a special ceremony at his senior living center. 

April 16, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The website for Chicago’s National Museum of 

Mexican Art in Pilsen was hacked. Instead of images of Mexican art, the website displayed dark 

images reading “Muslim Hacker”. The website was taken down until it could be restored.  

April 20, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Visitation is underway for Francis Cardinal George. The 

Cardinal died at his residence following a battle with cancer. The visitation will take place over 

two days at Holy Name Cathedral. The funeral will be by invitation only.  

April 28, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The Pullman neighborhood on the South Side is 

welcoming its first new manufacturing plant in three decades. The plant will hire 100 new 

workers. The new factory will manufacture environmentally-friendly cleaning products in its 

plant. It will also have the biggest rooftop garden in the world.  

April 29, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The Red Cross in Chicago is honoring a woman whose 

mission is to outfit the needy with shoes. For 16 years, Mona Purdy has collected shoes for those 

in need around the world. Purdy says she has shipped more than 2 million pairs of shoes to more 

than 40 locations around the world.  

May 12, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago’s Ford Auto plant is hit with a federal sexual 

harassment lawsuit. 33 women are part of the action claiming they’ve endured harassment 

despite complaints to their managers and supervisors.  The women say they were subjected to 

physical and verbal attacks. The Ford Company says it’s investigating.  

May 18, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The Little Rock Nine were honored in Chicago today. 

The Arkansas students made history when they integrated a southern high school almost 60 years 

ago. The surviving trail blazers integrated Central High School in 1957. The Lincoln Library 

presented the surviving members with its Leadership Award.  

May 19, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Latino music icons Gloria Estefan and her husband 

Emilio are introducing a new musical about their lives and music in Chicago. Their story is the 

subject of “On Your Feet”, a Broadway-bound production.  

May 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – The president of the Boy Scouts says the organization can 

no longer ban openly gay adults. During today’s national meeting he acknowledges they would 

make an official change in scout policy shortly.  

May 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – An Algonquin restaurant manager was fired for turning 

away a veteran and his service dog. The veteran, who uses the dog to help deal with post-



traumatic stress disorder, was told he couldn’t bring the animal into the restaurant. The restaurant 

has also issued an apology and made a donation to “Pets for Vets”.  

June 9, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A Northwest Side Catholic parish has come up with a 

unique use for its unused convent. The convent is being renovated into apartments for seniors. 

The large convent has been empty since the 1980’s and major repairs were needed. A non-profit 

group is stepping in and plans to renovate the space for senior living. They hope the project can 

be done at parishes elsewhere around the city.  

June 10, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) - There’s more controversy over the filming of the Spike 

Lee movie “Chiraq” –about the epidemic of street violence in Chicago. A South Side alderman 

where the movie is being shot wants to deny a permit for a block party for the film because he 

doesn’t like the movie’s title. Organizers say the block party will go on as planned even without 

the permit.  

June 12, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Many of Chicago’s most influential businessmen and 

women attended the 45
th

 National Black MBA Association gala tonight. The organization’s main 

purpose is to create educational opportunities for black professionals.  

June 22, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 11a) – The annual Rainbow PUSH Conference is underway in 

Chicago focusing on international issues, women and education. Rainbow PUSH founder Rev. 

Jesse Jackson is leading the conference which also includes session on technology, engineering 

and math for teens.  

June 23, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The South Carolina church shooting is starting a new 

wave of soul searching on race in America. President Obama says he will travel to Charleston to 

deliver the eulogy at the funeral of Rev. Clementa Pickney, one of the victims of the massacre.  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 


