
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1, 2017 – December 31, 2017 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

October 1, 2017 THROUGH December 31, 2017 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4:30 – 7:00AM;  

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM  

 

ON WEEKENDS 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9:00AM; and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11:00PM 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Gospel Superfest: A Holiday Special, Sunday, 12/10/2017 1pm-2pm, 

Television/Movie star Wendy Raquel Robinson hosted a star-studded musical celebration featuring the 

top names in gospel music, including Tramaine Hawkins, Dorinda Clark-Cole, Regina Bell, William 

Murphy and the legendary Chicago Mass Choir.  

Recorded in Dayton, Ohio. 

 

 

 



THE DURATION OF STORIES IN THIS REPORT RANGE FROM ONE TO THREE 

MINUTES  

 

Government: 

October 11, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) - The fight over Cook County’s controversial 

sweetened beverage tax will be over soon. The County Finance Committee already voted down 

the tax and today the full board will eliminate the penny an ounce tax. Once repealed, the roll 

back will be in effect beginning December 1.  

October 16, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – US Senator Dick Durbin says the GOP tax plan will 

hurt Illinois taxpayers. The plan will eliminate certain federal deductions on local and state taxes. 

Durbin says average families will see their taxes go up in some cases.  

October 24, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new report says property taxes in Chicago are 

going up. The Chicago Sun Times says the hike is coming to pay for police and fire pensions. 

Sewer and water rates are also going up to cover municipal and laborers’ pensions.  

October 26, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Illinois House fails to pass a ban on bump 

stocks. Those are automatic devices that can make semi-automatic weapons fire like automatic 

weapons. Critics argue it would make criminals out of legal gun owners.  

October 30, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – President Trump’s former campaign chairman, Paul 

Manafort, makes his first court appearance after entering a not guilty plea in the Russia 

investigation. Manafort faced indictment from Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation of 

Russian meddling in the 2016 presidential election. A former advisor with Chicago connections 

is pleading guilty to charges in the probe.  

November 13, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) - There’s more discouraging news for flood 

ravaged victims in the Chicago area. No financial help is coming from Washington. The 

government denied Governor Rauner’s request for help for residents who suffered damages 

during this summer’s flooding. The Governor is now seeking low interest loans for homeowners 

and businesses. 

November 14, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – County Board President, Toni Precwinkle, is 

proposing layoffs at the Sheriff’s office and the County Courts to save $51-million. The County 

is trying to adjust its budget after the elimination of controversial sweetened beverage tax. 

Precwinkle also plans to freeze salaries and delay purchases of new equipment.  

 

 



November 20, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago is taking formal steps to sue US Steel 

over environmental concerns. Mayor Emanuel is accusing the company of discharging toxic 

chemicals in Lake Michigan even though Chicago drinking water is not impacted. The steel 

company says it is committed to complying with all environmental standards.  

November 28, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A political shocker in Illinois: Long term US 

Congressman Luis Gutierrez is retiring. Gutierrez says while he’s leaving Congress, he’s not 

retiring from public life. He plans to travel the country to speak on immigration issues and 

devote more time to hurricane-ravaged Puerto Rico.  

December 13, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The top attorney for the Chicago Public Schools 

resigned, a week after an Inspector General report accused him of ethics violations. General 

Counsel Ronald Marmer resigned just a week after his boss CEO Forrest Claypool stepped down 

following accusations of blocking the investigation.  

December 15, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Former Chicago Police Superintendent Garry 

McCarthy is mulling a run for mayor against Rahm Emanuel – his old boss and the current 

mayor. Emanuel fired McCarthy at the height of the Laquan McDonald investigation. McCarthy 

says he hasn’t made a final decision yet but notes the murder rate is up since he left the 

department. 

December 26, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Come January first, more than 200 new laws will 

be on the books in Illinois.  One requires dry cleaners to list prices for all services and charge 

men and women the same. Car dealers must also remove stickers and pricing from windows 

before cars leave the lot.  

December 27, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – In Lake County, you can now pay your property 

taxes online. Lake County Treasurer made the change because of the high interest rates for pre-

paying. New federal tax laws could affect the amount homeowners could deduct on the next tax 

returns. Cook County already has the online option.  

 

Crime:  

October 17, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A warning for CTA [Chicago Transit Authority] 

riders on the South Side. Police warn someone is shooting at buses with a BB gun.  So far, there 

are four incidents in the Grand Crossing, West Chatham and Avalon Park neighborhoods.  

October 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – An 81 year old man is recovering from a brutal 

attack on the CTA. The elderly man tried to fight back when the suspect grabbed his cell phone. 

The victim fell down a staircase suffering serious head injuries.  



October 23, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A Canadian man, who is one of McHenry County’s 

top ten fugitives, is due in court. The 51-year-old man is from Nova Scotia and faces charges of 

child sex assault in Illinois.  

October 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Police in West Suburban Aurora are alerting 

residents about scammers and gift cards. One couple was told their grandson, who was away at 

college, had been arrested, but there was never an arrest.  Suspects duped the couple into 

purchasing 6-thosuand-dollars in gift cards and turning them over to someone posing as an 

attorney.  

October 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Police are investigating five armed robberies on the 

near West Side. In each case, the gunmen wore surgical masks. In the last case, robbers held-up a 

woman at gunpoint near Adams and Ashland. Fulton Market business owners are calling for 

additional streetlights and surveillance cameras for their neighborhood.  

November 14, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A brazen drive by shooting on the expressway 

sends two people to the hospital. Police say it happened on the I-55 Chinatown feeder ramp 

when one car pulled alongside another and opened fire.  

November 20, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A Chicago Police officer is going to prison for 

five years for using excessive force. Dash cam video shows the Officer Marco Proano firing 16 

times into a car filled with teenagers. Two of the teens were seriously injured.  

November 21, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Police are looking for victims of the so-called 

“Sweetheart Swindler”. A 32-year-old man faces charges for conning women out of tens of 

thousands of dollars. He also faces rape charges. Police believe he was a professional poker 

player who frequented local casinos.  

November 27, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A Northwest Indiana teacher faces charges of 

snorting cocaine in her classroom. Students shot cell phone video of the 24-year-old teacher in an 

empty classroom snorting drugs. School officials called police who took the teacher into custody.  

November 28, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Businesses downtown are on alert. Police says a 

gunman fitting the same description held up two convenience stores and a parking garage. In 

each case, he demands money from the safe and the cash register.  

December 11, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new report says Chicago’s Riverwalk is 

getting more security to keep the area safe. The city is reportedly giving a $10 million contract to 

a security company to help guard the popular public space. The Riverwalk was the site of a 

shooting and other crimes this summer.  

December 15, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chicago’s Board of Elections is warning about 

impersonators after complaints in Humboldt Park and Englewood. The doorknockers claimed to 



be officials and even wore vests with government logos. The Board says none of their workers 

go door-to-door.  

December 19, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A teenager is charged with trying to carjack an off-

duty Chicago Police officer just blocks from Chicago Police headquarters. Police say the teen 

and another man confronted the officer as he sat in his personal SUV. The officer shot the teen 

but the second suspect was not captured.  

December 19, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The FBI believes the same suspect is responsible 

for three bank robberies in the past few weeks. In the latest heist, the robber held up the Fifth 

Third Bank in Glen Ellyn and he fits the description of the suspect in two other cases.  

December 29, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A $12,000 reward is offered for information to 

help solve the murder of a 19 year old gas station attendant. The man was filling in for his father 

at the family owned gas station in Dolton. Police say it was an attempted robbery.  

 

Health: 

October 4, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Doctors say it pays to have a positive attitude when 

you get your flu shot. It could make it more effective. Researchers found people who reported 

more of a positive mood when they got their flu shot also had higher levels of anti-bodies in their 

blood.  

October 4, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Comfort dogs from the Chicago area are helping with 

the healing following the Las Vegas shooting. The dogs from Lutheran Church charities in 

Northbrook visited patients at a Las Vegas hospital and attended a candlelight vigil. 

October 18, 2017 – CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago Police Superintendent Eddie Johnson is back 

on the job after undergoing a kidney transplant in August. Johnson credits his doctors with 

helping him bounce back. His first day included a budget hearing, an overtime meeting and a 

briefing on Cubs security.  

October 19, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) - New research says an alarming amount of people 

with high blood pressure don’t have it under control and that can lead to deadly consequences. 

The CDC says about 30 percent of Americans have high blood pressure most of the time due to 

poor diet and lack of exercise.  

October 27, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new study finds heart operations performed later in 

the day are more successful than those done first thing in the morning. Researchers say it has to 

do with the body’s circadian clock that controls when you sleep, eat and wake up. They say the 

heart heals better in the afternoon.  



November 15, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – An Evanston doctor reports a breakthrough in 

treating brain disease in football players. The doctor says he diagnosed a former player with 

C.T.E. while the player is still alive. Until now, the diagnosis was only available after death.  

November 17, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Civil Rights leader Reverend Jesse Jackson is 

facing a very serious health crisis. Reverend Jackson reveals he is now battling Parkinson’s 

disease. The 76-year-old Jackson says he first noticed symptoms about a year ago. He plans to 

make lifestyle changes and do physical therapy.  

November 17, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A team of young chefs from Prosser High 

School cooked up a winning dish for a recipe competition. Their chicken taco with roasted corn, 

carrots, relish and pear crisp took first place. The students had to come up with their selection 

working with a one-dollar a meal budget. Beginning next semester, the dish is on the menu at 

Chicago Public School lunchrooms around the city.  

November 20, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – It might be easier soon to find out if your child is 

suffering from a concussion. A new study points to a saliva test that may be able to diagnose the 

injury and predict how long the symptoms will last in kids.  

November 23, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – There’s good news for coffee drinkers. New 

research finds three to four cups of coffee a day may help you live longer. It may also protect 

you from some cancers, heart disease, diabetes and dementia. 

December 7, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Researchers says cheese might actually be good for 

you. New data shows people who eat small amounts of cheese daily have lower risk of stroke 

and heart disease compared to people who never or rarely eat it. As always, researchers say 

moderation is key.  

December 7, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Birth control pills are safer than in the past. A new 

study suggests long-term use can still slightly increase the risk of breast cancer. Doctors say it’s 

a balance because there are also benefits including lowering the risks of other cancers.  

December 20, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – New research suggests eating salad is not only good 

for the body but it can also help keep your memory sharp. The study shows people who eat a cup 

and a half of spinach, kale, collard greens and lettuce daily had a brain age younger than those 

who ate fewer leafy greens.  

December 21, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A coalition of Illinois prosecutors is blaming 

prescription drug makers for the opioid crisis in Illinois. Prosecutors from five counties filed suit 

charging drug companies with intentionally deceiving the public and doctors about the risk of 

opioid use. The drug companies say the charges are unfounded.  

December 26, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Doctors says the holidays can wear you out, but if 

you are achy and tired, it could be the flu. This year’s flu vaccine is estimated to be only 10 



percent effective and doctors expect to see a lot more patients. Hospitals are also screening 

visitors to keep the flu virus from spreading.  

 

Consumer: 

October 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Macy’s is close to a deal to sell part of its flagship 

building on State Street. The Tribune reports that a Canadian real estate investor plans to convert 

the top half of the building into offices. Under the deal, Macy’s would continue to own and 

operate the lower half of the building as retail space.  

October 19, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – ATM users are being warned about credit card 

skimmers. In the past week, police discovered skimmers on ATMs at three Walgreens stores. 

Security experts warn users to closely examine machines and even shake the slot to check for 

possible tampering.  

October 24, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Sears will no longer sell Whirlpool appliances in its 

stores. The Illinois-based retailer says Whirlpool was making demands that would make it 

virtually impossible to sell products at a competitive price. Sears has increasingly lost consumers 

to companies like Amazon and Home Depot.  

October 27, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The National Retail Federation says Americans will 

spend a record $9.1 billion over Halloween this year. The average household will spend just 

under $100 to celebrate Halloween. Top costumes for kids this year: Superheroes.  

November 14, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A new role for Barbie. The popular doll will soon 

be seen with a hijab. The new Barbie honors Olympic fencer Ibtihaj Muhammad, the first 

American Olympian to compete wearing a hijab. It’s part of a special collection to honor women 

who break barriers and boundaries.  

November 17, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – After years of delay, construction resumes at 

Olive-Harvey College on the transportation and logistics center. It’s meant to train students for 

hi-tech jobs. State budget woes have pushed back the project meant to begin in 2015.  

November 21, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A warning today for Uber riders and drivers. 

Hackers have stolen personal data from 57 million people connected to Uber. The stolen 

information includes names and phone numbers.  

November 22, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – CTA riders should brace themselves for a fare 

hike. The 2018 budget calls for a $.25 increase. A bus ride would cost $2.25 and an L ride would 

cost $2.50. The CTA says less money from the state and fewer riders caused the fare hike.  



November 27, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – It’s Cyber Monday, one of the busiest online 

shopping days of the year. Experts says some of the biggest discounts will be on clothing at 

retailers like Kohls, Macy’s and Old Navy.  

December 7, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety names 

the safest vehicles on the road. The top winners include the Kia Forte Sedan, the BMW 5 Series, 

the Subaru Legacy, the Hyundai Santé Fe and the Mercedes GLC. New tests this year include a 

crash test for the front passenger side.  

December 14, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Ikea’s distribution center in Joliet is now 

outfitted entirely with solar panels. The 268,000 square foot facility has 9,000 panels – enough to 

power more than 300 homes for an entire year. Ikea stores in Bolingbrook and Schaumburg also 

have solar panels.  

December 15, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – METRA passengers are in for a holiday discount. 

Kids 11 and under can ride free on METRA with each paying adult. The promotion runs through 

January 1st. METRA is also offering $8 dollar unlimited ride tickets during the holiday weekend.  

December 20, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A computer glitch locked up Divvy bikes in 

Chicago this morning. The problem happened during a computer upgrade. The bikes were locked 

in place at docking stations for nearly 12 hours.  

December 22, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Despite concerns about shortages, there are still 

plenty of Christmas trees on area lots. There are bargains too. A tree originally priced around 90 

dollars is now going for about half that amount.  

 

Diversity: 

October 10, 2017– (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Former Chicago Bears coach Mike Ditka is 

apologizing for comments he made about NFL players taking a knee during the national anthem. 

Ditka initially said he was unaware of oppression while he was in the NFL. He apologized and 

acknowledged injustice in society.  

October 17, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – The hashtag “Me Too” is taking off on social media. 

The campaign started in the wake of the Harvey Weinstein scandal. Many victims are now 

embracing the opportunity to share stories of sexual abuse and assault in the workplace.  

October 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Congressman Luis Gutierrez is back in Puerto Rico 

for another look at the hurricane recovery. The Congressman plans to travel to isolated areas 

where residents are still without food and medicine. He’s taking $75,000 dollars in donations 

collected from the Chicago area to help victims.  



October 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The NAACP is advising African American travelers 

to avoid flying American Airlines because of what they see as a pattern of racial bias. The 

organization issued a national travel advisory following what they called a number of disturbing 

incidents. The airline issued a statement says it does not tolerate discrimination of any kind.  

October 27, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Ukrainian Village neighborhoods showed up to 

support an African American nanny after a racist letter was mailed to the family she works for. 

About 150 people showed up for a “Stand Up to Hate” playdate to support the nanny and speak 

out against hate.  

November 14, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5P) - Today is World Diabetes Day. Children at a south 

suburban school are using the day to raise awareness about Type 1 Diabetes that affects three of 

their own classmates. The students donate one dollar to wear blue for the day to help raise money 

to fight Juvenile Diabetes.  

November 16, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new nonprofit is helping once homeless 

families stand on their feet with more confidence. The organization Humble Design helps create 

stylish living spaces for challenged families once they find a place to live. Volunteers use 

donated items to furnish the homes.  

November 20, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Tributes are pouring in for singer-actress Della 

Reese. She died today at 86. Reese was the first black woman to ever guest host the Tonight 

Show and starred in the CBS show “Touched By An Angel”.  

November 27, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago is welcoming families evacuated from 

Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. Mayor Emanuel and other lawmakers visited a welcome 

center set up in Humboldt Park offering services from various city agencies to the new arrivals. 

So far, volunteers have helped more 800 evacuees.  

November 28, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – An African American trailblazer at the University 

of Chicago is finally getting her due. Dr. Georgina Rose Simpson earned her doctorate at U of C 

in 1921. She was the second black woman in the entire country to earn a doctorate. The 

University will unveil a bronze bust of her on campus.  

December 7, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – People in Chicago and across the nation are 

remembering the attack on Pearl Harbor. Local veterans attended a solemn ceremony at Soldier 

Field saluting those who made the ultimate sacrifice 76 years ago.  

December 12, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Jewish holiday of Chanukah is officially 

underway. Mayor Emanuel lit the first candle on the menorah at the United Jewish Fund of 

Metropolitan Chicago. The observance commemorates an ancient miracle where a single flask of 

oil lasted eight days.  



December 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Pope Francis delivers his annual Christmas 

message to thousands of people packed in St. Peter’s Square. He urged the faithful to pray for 

peace in light of increase tensions in the Middle East and other parts of the world.  

December 27, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The DuSable Museum on the South Side kicks off 

the Kwanzaa observances today. For African Americans, it last one week and is a time to 

remember African heritage and honor traditions and values.  

 

 


