
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

January 1, 2021 – March 31, 2021 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 
JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

January 1, 2021 THROUGH March 31, 2021 

PROGRAM INDEX 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY - FRIDAY, 4:30 – 7:00AM; 

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM 

ON WEEKENDS 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9:00AM; and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11:00PM 

 

SYNDICATED:  

SCI Q, Sunday, 1/10/2021 1-2pm  

SCI Q is a fun, entertaining pop science series that tests the audience’s knowledge of all things 
science. It engages viewers with surprising facts, quickie quizzes, and fascinating opinions. Sci 
Q employs six experts to guide us through diverse areas such as animals, outer space, and the 
planet. 

MLK: The Making of A Holiday, Saturday, 1/16/2021 4-5pm 

Hosted by LeVar Burton & Marla Gibbs with music accompaniments by Stevie Wonder, The 
Making of A Holiday explores the dedicated fight to honor and commemorate the memory of 
slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Gospel Super Fest Black History Special: Part I Sunday, 2/7/2021 4-5am 

Gospel Superfest: Black History Special shines as a powerful TV spectacular with a unique 
blend of cultural and gospel music performances.  The up-tempo presentation features musical 
enactments by gospel legends Karen Clark-Sheard, Kurt Karr Singers, Mary Mary, Tony Award 
winner Melba Moore and a host of others.  

Gospel Superfest was recorded in Cincinatti, Ohio, with a second airing on 2/14/2021. 



THE DURATION OF STORIES IN THIS REPORT RANGE FROM ONE TO THREE 
MINUTES 

 

GOVERNMENT 
 
January 8, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) A federal investigation is underway at the 
Illinois Department of Employment Services and the Attorney General's office. The FBI 
has formed what's called the “Task Force” on unemployment insurance benefits fraud. 
 
January 10, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) The line to get into the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, on Chicago’s south side, 99th and King Drive, is more than four hours long 
right now. Community members shared some people started lining up at 4 a.m. Driver 
services facilities across Illinois just reopened today. The state extended driver's licenses 
and ID card expiration dates until June. 
 
January 13, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5:30am) Illinois Senators are still in session, in a 
back and forth battle over criminal justice. Republican Senators are not signing off on the 
defunding police language in the Democrat's bill. The House adjourned just after four this 
morning. 
 
January 22, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) The Office of Inspector General has asked the 
police department to make urgent changes to its search warrant policies.  Among the 
findings, officers relying on faulty information to obtain and execute search warrants and 
serious gaps in how the department tracks wrong raids.  In response, Superintendent 
Brown says he plans to amend the search warrant policy to expand requirements for when 
disciplinary investigations are required. 
 
January 27, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) Homeland Security is out with a new terror 
alert today, warning of heightened threats across the U.S. following President Biden's 
inauguration. The new bulletin warns of the potential for violence from extremists.   
 
February 5, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6am) The Indiana State Department of Health now 
says it's added staffing to address the backlog of death certificates. The department is also 
acknowledging some technical issues with its new death records system. The state says 
678 death certificates are being held up right now. 
 
February 15, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) If you need insurance, you are getting 
another chance to buy it through the government marketplace. A special enrollment 
period begins today under the Affordable Care Act. President Joe Biden signed an 
executive order opening the exchange on healthcare.gov for another three months. 15 
million uninsured Americans qualify for benefits under Affordable Care Act policies.  
 



February 17, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) Mike Madigan, Illinois House Speaker, says 
he's resigning. He's set to quit the legislature at the end of the month. He ended his run as 
House Speaker in January.  
 
February 18, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) The city called it “a win" but a scathing 
report from the Office of Inspector General says otherwise. There is a behind-the-scenes 
look at the Chicago Police Department's handling of the civil unrest that erupted amid 
protests following the death of George Floyd. 
 
February 25, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) Former Illinois House Speaker Mike 
Madigan picked his replacement, for a second time.  Madigan says he nominated 
Angelica Guerrero Cuellar because she received the second-highest vote count.  His first 
pick abruptly resigned because of misconduct allegations. 
 
March 3, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) Mayor Lori Lightfoot and Police 
Superintendent David Brown just laid out the plans for police search warrant reforms. It 
makes changes in three areas: who approves them, who must be present and what 
happens after if there is a wrong raid. 
 
March 15, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) One year after the pandemic began, the Illinois 
economy is still struggling to bounce back.  More than 3 million people lost their jobs, 
and thousands say the unemployment system is still failing them.   
 
March 22, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) The city made millions of dollars on liquor 
licenses many businesses could not actually use during the pandemic. One alderman 
wants to change that and give those owners some of their money back.  Alderman, Bryon 
Sigcho-Lopez wants to use federal stimulus money to reimburse the businesses for 
license fees. 
 
March 23, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) Illinois Senator Tammy Duckworth is among 
two democrats threatening to vote "no" on all of President Joe Biden's upcoming 
nominees.  Duckworth is upset over what she calls the lack of Asian-American-Pacific 
Islanders in key positions. 
 
March 31, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6am) President Joe Biden picked his first Federal 
Judicial Nominees. It is a racially diverse group and mostly women.  They include two 
attorneys with Chicago connections. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



MEDICAL 
 
January 4, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) 427,000 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have 
been sent to Illinois.  However, only 176,000 people have received the first dose, or 41-
percent of the vaccine in the state.  While the numbers look low, the national average is 
35-percent.  Health care workers and people living in long-term care facilities are at the 
top of the list to get the shot. 
 
January 12, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) More COVID-19 vaccines are heading across 
the country. The government is now releasing all available doses. Innovative Express 
Care in Lincoln Park received 300 doses and started giving shots to its employees, who 
are in category 1A. 
 
January 18, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) We know diet and exercise are important for 
good health. New research shows one might be a bigger factor than the other when it 
comes to child obesity. Scientists at Baylor University found when kids got the same 
amount of exercise, the children who ate high calorie processed foods had more than 
twice the amount of body fat than kids who ate more natural foods.  
 
January 19, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) It has been nearly a year since the first 
Coronavirus case was confirmed in Illinois.  Since that time, 18,000 people in Illinois 
have died because of COVID-19. Today, the city's top doctor said Chicago will move to 
phase 1B on Monday allowing people who are 65 or older, first responders, teachers, or 
essential workers to receive the shot. 
 
January 22, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5am) A pharmaceutical company claims its 
antibody drug can prevent people in nursing homes from getting COVID-19. Drug maker 
Eli Lilly said in a study, participants who got the drug had a 57-percent lower risk of 
getting the virus. With nursing home residents exclusively, there was up to an 80-percent 
reduction in risk. It is the first major study to show an antibody drug may prevent 
COVID-19. 
 
February 5, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) Having a baseline breast density assessment 
starting at age 40 may be the most effective way to reduce breast cancer deaths.  
University of Texas researchers say to have the greatest reduction in mortality, the initial 
assessment would be followed by annual screenings for women with dense breasts. 
Women without dense breast would start screenings every other year at age 50. 
 
February 10, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) The very real threat of the pandemic is 
enough to keep any of us up all night. Those worries have created a new sleep problem, 
"Corona-Somnia." A study published this month in the Journal of Clinical Sleep 
Medicine found about 40-percent of people are experiencing sleep problems during the 



pandemic. Google searches for insomnia spiked 58-percent during the first five months of 
2020, peaking around 3 a.m.  
 
February 12, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) A shortage of the COVID-19 vaccine has 
led to reduced hours for vaccines at several locations.  The shortage is so serious, that 
Chicago and Cook County will not be moving ahead to phase 1B+ next week. 
 
February 25, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5am) Measures put in place to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, seem to also be stopping the spread of the flu. Health officials say flu 
numbers this season are the lowest they've been in decades. That may sound great, but the 
CDC says it's making it harder for them to determine how well this year's flu shot is 
working. That could make planning this upcoming fall's flu shot a challenge. 
 
February 26, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) On the same day an FDA panel recommends 
emergency use of the Johnson and Johnson vaccine the state of Illinois laid out a plan to 
turn the empty United Center parking lots - into a mass vaccination site.  6,000 people a 
day will be vaccinated at this location starting March 10th.  Senior citizens will be the 
priority. 
 
March 1, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) The push to protect young athletes from brain 
injury leads to a new device. The FDA just approved the Q-Collar which fits around the 
back and the side of the neck and limits the movement of the brain inside the skull. But it 
doesn't prevent concussions or more serious health injuries. 
 
March 10, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5am) Women are reporting more side effects after 
their COVID-19 vaccinations than men. A new report from the CDC and the FDA 
studied more than 13,000,000 people. Nearly 7,000 side effects, such as headache and 
fatigue, were reported. Around 79-percent were in women. That could mean more 
women are being vaccinated, but it could also be biological. A CDC researcher says it 
seems women have higher anti-body responses to certain vaccines. 
 
March 11, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) Customs agents at O’Hare airport seized more 
than 77,000 counterfeit vaping pens. Officers determined that the vape pens were 
infringing on the "Rick and Morty" copyright. 
 
March 15, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) In less than a month, everyone over 16 in 
Illinois will be eligible to get the vaccine.  However, that doesn't mean we will all get it 
immediately.  Chicago will continue phasing who is eligible. 
 
March 25, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) Governor JB Pritzker got his COVID-19 
vaccine today at the Illinois State Fairgrounds.  His Johnson & Johnson shot, is one of 
more than 5,000,000 vaccines that have been given out in the state so far. 
 



CONSUMER 
 
January 4, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) Southwest Airlines wants to help jump start 
air travel and get passengers in seats. They've launched the "Wow Sale." The airline is 
offering $29 one-way flights. You have from now until the end of the week to book and 
fly between March and April. 
 
January 5, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) If you forget your mask at home, you can now 
grab a free disposable one on some Chicago city buses.  The CTA is putting mask 
dispensers at the front of the bus on 20 routes. 200 buses have the dispensers. If the pilot 
program is successful, it will expand to all 129 bus routes. 
 
January 7, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6am)   
A Kendall County woman says someone hacked into her bank account and used the Zelle 
payment app to steal two thousand dollars. The hackers used an email registered to a 
major midwest university. Fifth Third Bank is looking into her claim. 
 
January 14, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) There was a big jump today in unemployment 
claims. Another 94,000 people in Illinois filed for unemployment last week. That's a 109-
percent increase from the week before. 
 
January 29, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) Chicago based United Airlines is playing a 
big role in getting the COVID-19 vaccine to cities.  The belly of one United cargo plane 
can store up to one million vaccines. Temperatures inside the belly of the plane are 
tracked and an alarm notifies the crew if temperatures are outside of range. 
 
February 9, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) It is a new pandemic scam: Someone 
stealing thousands of dollars in checks from companies in a south-side business park. 
Criminals took thirteen checks from one packaging company alone, totaling over 30,000 
dollars. 
 
February 12, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6:30am) With community anticipation for 
vaccination appointments, police in suburban Saint Charles warn to be on the lookout for 
scams. They remind everyone that vaccines are free and only at approved sites. Emails, 
texts, or letters claiming you can arrange an appointment or secure a "reserved spot" for a 
fee, are not real. Don't click on any links and especially do not give out your personal 
information. 
 
February 16, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) The weight of all the snow is a big concern 
for homeowners.  Bursting water pipes, broken heating and stubborn ice dams can lead to 
costly repairs.  But an expert says the last thing anyone should do is try to get on a ladder 
and remove the snow yourself. 
 



February 18, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) Eating inside a restaurant in Chicago and 
many suburbs is now easier. Starting today, bars and restaurants can have 50 people 
inside, or 40-percent of capacity, whichever is less. 
 
February 22, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) Chicago-based Boeing is recommending all 
its 777 planes stop flying for now.  They have the same type of engine that exploded 
shortly after United flight 328 took off from Denver on Saturday. United Airlines 
immediately removed the jets from service for further inspection. 
 
March 2, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) The Better Business Bureau recently warned 
against posting pictures of your vaccination card online, because scammers could create 
phony cards.   
 
March 11, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) The streaming company Netflix, is testing a 
new feature to help crack down on password sharing. Netflix is rolling out alerts asking 
users to verify if they are authorized to be using the account in order to keep watching. 
 
March 18, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) There was a jump today in jobless numbers in 
Illinois. Last week there were 71,000 new claims for unemployment benefits. That's up 
more than 13,000 from the previous week. 
 
March 24, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) The Cubs are showing off a new touchless 
entry system at Wrigley Field to keep fans safe. Color coded tickets direct you to a 
specific gate to maintain social distancing. Metal detectors have been upgraded so you 
don't need to empty your pockets. All transactions will be cashless to prevent the spread 
of the Coronavirus. 
 
March 26, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5:00am) Chicago-based United Airlines is adding 
more flights. United says it will be bringing back 26 non-stop routes and 20 or so other 
routes to its schedule around May. Even with these new flights, United is still flying 
about half as many routes as two years ago, before the pandemic.  
 
DIVERSITY 
 
January 4, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) A local store owner is forcing some 
customers to pull down their masks before they can buy things.  Some are now saying he 
is racial profiling.  The owner says however, it boils down to making sure people who are 
buying liquor are not being over-served. 
 
January 6, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) We're getting the results of the Georgia Senate 
runoff. Democrat Reverend Raphael Warnock beat Incumbent Kelly Loeffler. Warnock is 
now the first black senator in Georgia history. 
 



January 18, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) A 101-year-old woman in south suburban 
Robbins received the Martin Luther King Jr. Lifetime Achievement Award for her work 
fighting for the rights of others.  Catherine Stovall spent her life traveling the globe, 
advocating for the rights of women and minorities.  She stresses the importance of 
education and calls Dr. King a tremendous inspiration for her life's work. 
 
January 27, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) Walgreens goes to Starbucks to find its new 
CEO. Roz Brewer has been Starbucks' Chief Operating Officer for the past 3 years. She 
takes over at Walgreens in March. Her new role will make her the only Black woman 
leading a Fortune 500 company. 
 
January 28, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6am) The house where Emmett Till once lived, here 
in Chicago, is now officially a city landmark. Till was just 14-years old in 1955 when he 
was lynched while visiting family in Mississippi, for allegedly whistling at a white 
woman. His brutal murder ultimately sparked a larger civil rights movement. Till's 
Chicago home near 62nd and Lawrence was built in 1895. It was bought back in October 
by a non-profit with the goal of turning it into a museum.  
 
February 2, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) It is one of the biggest challenges of ending 
COVID-19, getting the vaccine into the arms of people who need it most.  African 
Americans and Latinos are at an increased risk of getting the disease, but in Chicago, 
whites are more than twice as likely to get the vaccine. 
 
February 8, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) Lawyers for the City of Chicago are heading 
to court to try and keep hundreds of police misconduct records, from being made public. 
The move comes despite a push by the Mayor to be transparent over its police 
accountability systems. 
 
February 9, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) You will not find Aunt Jemima on store 
shelves starting in June.  The name change "Aunt Jemima" and the character's face on the 
packaging have long been blasted as a racist portrayal of a slave woman. It will now be 
known as Pearl Milling. 
 
February 15, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5am) The arts are expanding on Chicago's South 
Side. "Sisters in Cinema" started in the nineties as a website for African American 
women filmmakers. Today, they are breaking ground on a new media arts center. It will 
be in South Shore Neighborhood where its founder, Yvonne Welbon, grew up. Half of 
the money came from a grant through Chicago's Neighborhood Opportunity Fund.  
 
February 19, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) If you can see it, you can be it. And that's 
especially true when it comes to girls and careers in science, technology, engineering and 
math. That's why a CBS show called "Mission Unstoppable" is hoping to encourage girls 
to go into stem careers by highlighting female innovators with pretty cool jobs.  



 
March 5, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) More than half the staff at Roseland Hospital 
have chosen not to get the vaccine, reflecting remaining skepticism in the African 
American community.  Community leaders note the infamous Tuskegee experiment, 
which studied the effects of syphilis on black men, who thought they were being treated 
for the disease. 
 
March 12, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) The city of Minneapolis will pay George 
Floyd's family. Floyd died in May, after Derek Chauvin, a former police officer, pressed 
his knee against Floyd's neck. His death sparked a national movement on racial justice.   
 
March 16, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6am) TV Networks adding positive Native American 
characters to shows for children. Charles Little Bull is one of the first Lakota characters 
to be featured in a national animated tv show. He's a graduate student on Nickelodeon's 
"The Casagrandes" which centers on an 11-year-old girl from a multi-generational 
Mexican American family living in a big midwestern city. 
 
March 17, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) Marvel Comics is celebrating its 80th 
anniversary by changing things up a little. New superhero Aaron Fischer is Marvel's first 
LGBTQ+ character. He'll appear as Captain America in a new limited series in June 
which is Pride month.  
 
March 26, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) If you witnessed someone being harassed, 
because of their race would you step in to help? A Chicago group hopes you will, and 
they are teaching people how to do it.  It's called Bystander Intervention Training, which 
has gained new popularity. 
 
CRIME 
 
January 4, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6:30am) Already handling extra patients who have 
COVID-19 a Chicago hospital is now dealing with a crime. A bullet shattered a window 
at Rush University Medical Center. It happened on the north side of building on the 14th 
floor. Rush is in the Medical District. No injuries were reported 
 
January 11, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) A UPS employee was among two of the 
dead at this UPS facility in southwest suburban Hodgkin’s. Police think it's a murder 
suicide.  
 
January 12, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) Chicago police say a woman intentionally 
drove her car onto the sidewalk, around officers and into the barricade in front of Trump 
Tower overnight. Police took the 31-year old driver into custody and moved the car onto 
the street. 
 



January 26, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) Kenosha police released the interrogation 
videos from the night Kyle Rittenhouse was arrested for shooting and killing two people 
during rioting and looting.  During the interrogation, video shows Rittenhouse and his 
mother were focused on the social media response that had exploded overnight. 
 
January 28, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) A gunman walks into a hair salon in the 
South Loop and starts firing. A 24-year-old man inside Studio Nineteen was killed. The 
gunman got away. Police are still investigating the motive. 
 
February 5, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 4:30am) Another carjacking, this one near Augusta 
and Damen in Ukrainian Village. A woman was in her car when a man with a gun, got 
out of a Camry and told her to get out of her vehicle. The woman listened and he took off 
in her vehicle. Another person followed behind in the Camry. The woman was not 
injured, and no one has been arrested. 
 
February 8, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) A woman standing next to her running 
vehicle was carjacked last night in Wicker Park. Police say the carjacker got out of an 
SUV on Milwaukee near Wolcott and demanded the woman's 2010 black Dodge Journey.  
The thief took off Northbound on Milwaukee and then Westbound on North Avenue. 
 
February 12, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) A Wisconsin bartender could go to jail for 
a year over fish eggs! Prosecutors have charged a Fond Du Lac man for illegally 
processing eggs from sturgeon fish into caviar. 
 
February 19, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) Carjacking’s in Chicago are up 185-percent 
so far this year.  Now, one group has a unique and perhaps lofty solution to the carjacking 
crisis.  It's a proposal for an alert system, similar to an Amber Alert or Weather Alert 
straight to your phone. 
 
February 25, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) Police are investigating a shooting on the 
Dan Ryan Expressway. A man who was driving near 35th street was shot.  A woman and 
child in his car, were not hit. 
 
March 4, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 11am) An argument that started on a South Shore train 
ends in a physical struggle that led to gunfire. Now a transit police officer is hurt and a 
man in critical condition, after being shot in the stomach by the officer. 
 
March 10, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 10pm) There are new finding for custom agents.  
They are discovering phony luxury items being shipped through O'Hare International 
Airport. More than 400 bogus bags, sunglasses wallets and even face masks have been 
discovered. Ranging from fake Louis Vuitton to Gucci products. 
 



March 15, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 5pm) Gunmen shoot an off-duty Chicago police 
officer as he sat in his Jeep. The officer was rushed to the hospital. Sources say the 
officer was alert and talking before surgery. This is the second officer shot in the past 2 
days. 
 
March 25 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6pm) A Chicago Police Officer is among three people 
shot in the Brighton Park neighborhood.  It all started with a shop lifting incident at a 
Home Depot.  A security guard who confronted the shoplifter was shot.  A police officer 
then got into a shootout with the suspect, killing him.   
 
March 29, 2021 - (CBS 2 News at 6:30am) Chicago Police are on the scene after an 
officer shot and killed a person in the Little Village Neighborhood. Police went to 24th 
and Sawyer after getting a shot spotter alert. They saw two people in an alley. One ran 
away before confronting the officer with a weapon. COPA is now investigating. 
 
 


