
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

July 1, 2015 – September 30, 2015 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

July 1, 2015 THROUGH September 30, 2015 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4:30 – 7:00AM;  

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM  

 

ON WEEKENDS 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9:00AM and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11PM 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Alex Scott: A Stand For Hope 2015, Sun, 07/26/15 at 12:00pm-12:30pm,  

This 30-minute award winning documentary tells the story of Alexandra Scott, who, at 4 years 

old, began a national movement when she established a lemonade stand in her front yard to raise 

money for cancer research.  Since that time, thousands of volunteers host Lemonade Days 

throughout the country to help fight childhood cancer.  Alex’s touching story is told by her 

parents, Liz and Jay Scott, her medical team at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and many of 

the people who have been touched by her life.  The program also focuses on how Alex has 

affected and improved the lives of other young cancer patients, bringing them hope and 

determination in the face of life-threatening disease. 

 



THE DURATION OF STORIES IN THIS REPORT RANGE FROM ONE TO THREE 

MINUTES 

Government: 

July 13, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) - The Illinois State Museum in Springfield is the latest 

casualty of the state’s budget crisis. The decision will save five million dollars but it will cost 70 

people their jobs. The museum holds such artifacts as the largest mastodon ever found.  

July 16, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A new report from Chicago’s Inspector General shows 

wrongdoing lead to the firing of three city workers. Two laborers lost their jobs for lying about a 

vehicle crash to avoid drug testing. Another worker was fired for helping smuggle drugs into the 

jail.  

July 20, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a)-Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker is jumping in the 

presidential race. Walker is filing petition to run for the Republican nomination. He joins more 

than a dozen other prominent presidential hopefuls.  

July 23, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A federal judge is ordering the state to pay for Medicaid 

services for the poor despite the ongoing budget crisis. A South Side hospital was on the brink of 

closing its doors without the extension of state payments.   

July 29, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Some Chicago condo building owners could soon have 

to pay for garbage pick-up. The City Council is expected to vote on an ordinance to cut the free 

service to save 3-million-dollars a year. Under the new proposal, residential buildings with five 

or more units would no longer be eligible for city services.  

August 14, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Local Cubans have varying views on the historic 

move today re-opening the U.S. Embassy in Cuba. U.S. Secretary of State Kerry attended the 

Havana ceremony to re-open the Embassy. There are still restrictions on trade, travel and 

business dealings between the U.S. and Cuba.  

August 17, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Supporters of presidential candidate Bernie Sanders 

lined up around the block at a Chicago theater to see the Vermont Senator. There was a packed 

house at the Park West Theater to hear Sanders who has long supported civil rights and populists 

views.   

August 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Former Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich lost his bid 

for a full Appellate Court review of his corruption convictions. Blagojevich hoped the full court 

might overturn more of his 18 convictions than the five counts tossed out by a three judge panel. 

He’s serving a 14 year prison term for corruption.  

August 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) - Trustees with the College of DuPage are taking the 

first steps to fire the school’s embattled president. The president is on leave for allegedly using 



taxpayer dollars for lavish personal spending. The spending includes more than 300-thousand-

dollars in meals at an upscale restaurant near campus.  

Aug 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A federal judge scolded Illinois State Comptroller Leslie 

Munger for violating a court order to pay for the state care of the disabled. The state planned to 

hold the payments during the on-going budget battle but the court ordered the funds be released.  

September 4, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The U.S. unemployment rate hit a seven year low. 

The Labor Department says the economy added 137-thousand jobs in August. While that’s less 

than expected, the unemployment rate fell to 5-point-1 percent.  

September 10, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Illinois voters are casting ballots in a special 

election for U-S Congress to replace Aaron Schock. The frontrunner is Republican Darin 

LaHood – son of former U-S Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. Schock resigned in a 

spending scandal.  

September 22, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 430a) – There’s a proposal to tax suburban drivers who 

come into Chicago during peak traffic times. City Council Finance Chairman Edward Burke is 

floating the idea of a “congestion fee” for suburbanites who come downtown.  

September 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Mayor Emanuel is laying out his budget proposal 

and homeowners will feel the pinch. The spending plan calls for a record city property tax of 

543-million-dollars. He’s also calling for a ride-share and taxi fee hike. 

September 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – U.S. House Speaker John Boehner is resigning. 

He’s served 13 terms in Congress and has been speaker of the house since January 2011. The 

stunning announcement comes a day after Boehner met with Pope Francis.  

Crime: 

July 6, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) –Chicago Police are again dealing with another violent 

holiday weekend. 51 people were shot and seven victims died over the Fourth of July weekend. 

Last year, 84 people were shot and 15 of them died.  

July 10, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Parents are on edge in Elgin after a man tried to snatch a 

toddler out of his stroller. The child’s grandmother told police a man jumped out of a van, 

pushed her to the ground and tried to snatch the child. Her screaming helped scare off the man.  

July 21, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Police in Northwest Indiana have identified two 

decomposing bodies found in Hobart. The victims have been identified as two teen brothers – 16 

and 18 years old. The bodies were discovered by fishermen in a wooded area. The deaths have 

been ruled a homicide.  

July 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – An off-duty Chicago Police officer was shot with her own 

gun. The officer was apparently moonlighting as a security guard when she got into a physical 



altercation with a burglary suspect. Her gun discharged during the struggle but she is expected to 

recover.  

July 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) - The murder trial begins today for the man charged with 

gunning down Chicago Police officer Thor Soderberg. The veteran officer was killed five years 

ago as he was leaving work. The suspect grabbed him from behind and shot the officer with his 

own gun.  

August 10, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A South Side alderman says he was attacked while 

trying to disperse a group of prostitutes. Alderman David Moore says he confronted the group 

after complaints from residents. He says one of the attackers beat him on the arm and damaged 

his car.  

August 17, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 11a) – Chicago Police are sending out a warning about a 

string of violent robberies. It happened in the Logan Square and Bucktown neighborhoods. 

Robbers have punched the victims before taking cell phones, cash and other belongings.  

August 19, 2015 –(CBS 2 News at 430a) – Police in the Logan Square neighborhood are 

looking for a man who tried to lure a young boy into his car.  The 13 year old was approached by 

a man who initially asked for directions and then tried to put the boy in his car.  

August 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) - An elderly man working on his car was struck and 

killed during a Chicago Police chase. Police were chasing a driver at high speeds in the Grand 

Crossing neighborhood when the man was struck.  

August 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Police are looking for the man who attacked a 70 year 

old woman out for a morning walk. The woman was brutally beaten and knocked unconscious. It 

happened on a bike path in north suburban Zion. Neighbors say they are outraged. 

September 10, 2015 – (CBS 2 at 11a) – Officials at Columbia College have issued a campus 

alert after a female student reported a sexual assault. The student says she was touched 

inappropriately while at the theatre center on the South Loop campus. Police have a surveillance 

photo of the suspect.  

September 14, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Garfield Park reopened today after police wrapped 

up the search for remains of a toddler. Crews drained more than one million gallons of water 

from the park’s lagoon after body parts of a toddler were discovered. Police have not yet 

identified the child.  

September 18, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Police are looking for the man who kidnapped a 

woman from her Lansing home. The suspect then drove the woman in her own car to an A-T-M 

and withdrew cash. The woman was found in Indiana and her abandoned car found in Michigan.  



September 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A plea deal may be in the works for a suburban 

Chicago teenager accused of trying to join Islamic state militants. The 19 year old was arrested 

last year as he tried to board a flight to the Middle East. He’s denied attempting to provide 

material to support terrorist organizations.  

Health: 

July 9, 2015 – (CBS 2 news at 6p) – The meningitis outbreak is spreading in Chicago. The city 

Public Health Department now says a seventh victim has become sick with the disease. Health 

officials say the majority of individuals who’ve come down with meningitis have been African 

American gay and bi-sexual men.  

July 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) - Northwestern University researchers says being a dad can 

lead to weight gain. Compared to men without kids, the study found the fathers who live with 

their kids gain an average of three to five pounds. It’s a combination of less sleep and exercise 

and more stress.  

July 22, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Doctors may have a new way to detect Alzheimer’s 

disease. Research finds that measuring protein levels in saliva may help predict the disease. 

Doctors are hopeful the testing may help them identify patients earlier.  

July 30, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There’s a new warning for dog owners about the canine 

flu. Veterinarians say the disease had slowed in recent months but is back with a vengeance. 

Owners are being urged to take precautions including getting their dogs vaccinated.  

July 30, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A fish tank might lower your stress levels. Researchers 

say people who spent time watching fish tanks had lower blood pressure, lower heart rates and 

were in a better mood.  Researchers say the more fish – the greater the impact.  

August 12, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A prison inmate in the southwest suburbs is being 

treated for Legionnaire’s Disease. He was a prisoner at the Stateville Correctional Center in 

Crest Hill. Prison authorities don’t know yet how he contracted the disease but say no other 

inmates are showing symptoms.  

August 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 4:30a) – The government has approved the “Little Pink Pill” 

to treat lack of sexual desire in women. The F-D-A approved the drug some 15 years after Viagra 

went on the market for men. Experts say the drug is in the same category as anti-depressants and 

targets the central nervous system.  

August 20, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The first human case of West Nile virus this year is 

being reported in the north suburbs. The patient is a 60 year old Skokie woman. The Health 

Department says her condition is improving. Residents are urged to wear repellant and get rid of 

standing water around their homes.  



August 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Experts say most contact lens wearers are at high risk 

of serious eye infection. It’s blamed on careless hygiene. The C-D-C says the biggest problem 

was people falling asleep while wearing the lenses and keeping them in longer than 

recommended.  

August 24, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new study says more work is needed in the fight 

against heart disease. While deaths have declined in people over 65 – the opposite is true for 

those under 55 especially women. Researchers point to Diabetes and obesity as the risk for 

women.  

August 26, 2015- (CBS 2 news at 10p) – Scientists say they’ve developed a simple blood test 

that predict if breast cancer will return in women. Researchers analyzed blood samples and DNA 

to look for clues for a second tumor. Doctors say the test can help them stay a step ahead before 

the disease spreads.  

September 10, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – It seems U.S. college students are smoking more 

pot than cigarettes. Six percent of students surveyed reported using pot either every day or at 

least 20 times in the past month. Cigarette smoking appears to be on the decline on campus with 

fewer students reporting the habit.  

September 14, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 10p) – Doctors are issuing a warning about the dangers of 

tricycles for toddlers. More children are winding up in the emergency room from accidents on 

tricycles. Experts say parents should have kids wear helmets for protection.  

September 18, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – The American Diabetes Association in Chicago is 

hosting two walks to raise funds and awareness about the disease. Saturday’s event will be held 

in suburban Buffalo Grove while the Sunday walk will be on Diversey Harbor at the lakefront.  

September 18, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 4:30a) – New research finds plain soap might be just as 

effective as anti-bacterial soap. A Korean study found that anti-bacterial ingredients work best 

when exposed to germs for hours at a time. Since most people spend only 30 seconds washing 

their hands, it isn’t enough time to make a difference.  

September 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A local oncologist played a major role in a new 

study on breast cancer treatment. A new test reveals that many breast cancer patients can safely 

avoid the rigors of chemotherapy. The new test identifies many women with early stage cancer 

who can safely skip chemotherapy.  

Consumer: 

July 17, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – It’s going to cost more to rent Divvy bikes in the city. The 

rental costs are going up by nearly three dollars. The cost will increase from $7-dollars to $9.95 

to use the bikes for 24 hours. The boost is expected to bring in another 400-thousand in revenue.  



July 20, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Gas prices are falling in Chicago area and experts say the 

best is yet to come. The price is well under 3-dollars a gallon in some Chicago suburbs and could 

go even lower in the fall. The drop is due to less demand for oil around the world.  

July 22, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The rideshare company Uber is marking its second 

anniversary in Chicago. Uber says there are more than half-a-million customers in the city. When 

it comes to drivers – most are men, but the company is looking to hire more women.  

July 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The retailer Ikea is offering free fixes for one of its 

dressers after two children were killed. Ikea’s “Malam” dressers can topple over if they are not 

attached to the wall. The company is offering a free kit to anchor the dressers to the wall.  

July 29, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new ban on plastic shopping bags is about to take effect 

in Chicago. The new city ordinance bans large retailers from giving out the plastic bags and 

instead offer recyclable one. Some retailers plan to charge as much as 10-cents for reusable bags.  

August 13, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 11a) –Illinois based Kraft Company is cutting 25-hundred 

jobs across the U.S. and Canada. About 700 of those jobs are from headquarters in suburban 

Chicago. A spokesman says the company needs to streamline after its recent merger with Heinz.  

August 18, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 430a) – It looks like a jump in Labor Day travel will make 

this one of the busiest summers for airlines. Observers expect more than 14-million people to fly 

over the holiday weekend which is a 3 percent increase over last year.  

August 24, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Two big restaurant chains say they plan to hire 

thousands of workers. Chipolte says it wants to hire 4-thouand new workers in one day in the 

company’s first ever national career day. Domino’s Pizza says it wants to hire one-thousand-

workers for its stores in the Chicago area.  

August 26, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Kraft Heinz is recalling two million pounds of its 

Oscar Mayer turkey bacon. The company says the product could spoil before the expiration date 

on the package. There have been reports of illnesses related to the products.  

August 27, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – It’s been a volatile week on Wall Street with huge 

swings in both directions. The Dow finished up 369 points –the second straight day of a rally. 

The NASDAQ and S&P also posted gains.  

September 10, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – McDonald’s is switching to cage free eggs. The 

switch will happen over the next ten years in the U.S and Canada. The fast food giant has already 

vowed to switch to chickens raised without antibiotics and raise pay for workers.  

September 15, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Facebook is working on a “dislike” button. The 

social media giant says it wants to give users an option if a “like” isn’t an appropriate response. 



The company says the move isn’t designed to stir up controversy but offer a better way to 

express empathy.  

September 18, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago has a dubious new title – it’s one of the 

most expensive cities in the world to live. Zurich and Geneva Switzerland took the top spot on 

the list. New York was third and Chicago ranked seventh.  

September 22, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chicago-based Groupon is eliminating 11-

hundred jobs. The online deals company says the cuts are mainly in its international business and 

will help focus its money on fewer countries. The cuts account for roughly ten percent of the 

company’s workforce.  

September 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There’s a new warning today for hundreds of 

thousands of Hyundai drivers. The automaker is recalling nearly a half-million cars because of 

an engine problem. The recall includes Sonata sedans from 2011 and 2012.  

September 25, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Batavia Police are warning residents to be on the 

look-out for scammers. Police have arrested at least two people in the same neighborhood 

soliciting for a company that does not appear to be legitimate.  

Diversity: 

July 8, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A 14 year old suburban girl is making her mark on the 

hockey ice - a sport dominated by men. The teenager has played hockey for 11 years and is 

wowing competitors and her coaches. She’s plays on the elite women’s league for Team Illinois 

and has been invited to the Team USA Hockey camp.  

July 14, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The Boy Scouts are breaking new ground – allowing 

gay adults to serve as scout leaders. The Boy Scout organization is taking steps to lift its long-

standing policy that bans Gays from serving as leaders. The measure is expected to be formally 

ratified this month despite concern from some religious organizations.  

July 14, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Dozens of women grabbed hammers and saws to help 

transform a struggling community. The women are working with Habitat for Humanity to build a 

new house for a working mom and her family. The volunteers raised money themselves for the 

construction materials and hope to build additional homes.  

July 16, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A new Starbucks store coming to the Englewood 

community will serve more than lattes. Job training for the disadvantaged will also be on the 

menu. The store plans to hire teens from the neighborhood and help keep them off the streets.  

July 30, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Some Chicago girls are spending part of their summer 

getting ready for a unique “Icebox Derby”. The girls are building race cars out of old 



refrigerators. Organizers say the project encourages the girls to get into science, technology and 

math through the hands-on experience.   

August 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The Navy is preparing to allow women into its 

prestigious “Seal” teams. Navy officials say if women can pass the unit’s demanding training 

requirements they will be allowed to join. The announcement comes as two women are about to 

graduate from the Army’s Ranger school.  

August 20, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 11a) – Parents and community leaders have started a hunger 

strike at a South Side school. They’re protesting the School Board’s plan to close the Dyett High 

School. Parents want it turned into a science and green technology academy for under-served 

students.  

August 21, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chicago Archbishop Blasé Cupich will receive his 

ceremonial scarf- called a pallium during a special Mass at Holy Name Cathedral. Pope Francis 

blessed the pallium in June. Instead of presenting it in Rome, the Pontiff wanted it presented in 

the Archbishop’s home diocese.  

August 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A remembrance today of Chicago teen Emmett Till 

who was brutally killed 60 years ago. Till was murdered in Mississippi because he whistled at a 

white woman. The crime was a key chapter in the fights for civil rights in America.  

August 31, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Ahead of the Pope’s visit to America, some under 

privileged Chicago students got a virtual audience with him. The students, who attend Christo 

Rey School in Pilsen, got to share their stories of struggle and in turn received a blessing from 

the Pope.  

September 22, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A Native American group is criticizing the Pope’s 

decision to canonize a controversial monk. The monk, Junipero Serra introduced agriculture, 

Spanish and literacy to Native Americans. Critics say he tortured Native Americans and should 

not have been granted the honor.  

September 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Former Chicago Bear Desmond Clark says he 

and his family has endured racial incidents in suburban Vernon Hills where they live. Clark says 

his son experienced racial incidents every year at high school. The family is holding a prayer 

vigil and walk to raise awareness.  

September 24, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicagoans were among the crowd who got the 

opportunity to attend a historic Mass with the Pope in Washington. D.C. More than 25-thousand 

people packed the Basilica of the National Shrine to see the Pope elevate a Spanish Friar to 

sainthood.  



September 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Chicago’s Dusable Museum is hosting a new 

production “Anne and Emmett”. The play puts together the lives and fates of Anne Frank and 

Emmett Till – two young people from different worlds who both faced racial intolerance.  

September 30, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chicago is the center of Latino Fashion this week. 

It’s the opening night gala for Latino Fashion Week. The event is a chance for designers from 

Central and South America as well as the U.S. to meet celebrities and fashion lovers.  

 

 

 

 


