
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

April 1, 2016 THROUGH June 30, 2016 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4:30 – 7:00AM;  

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM  

 

ON WEEKENDS 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9:00AM; and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11:00PM 

 

SPECIALS: 

CBS 2 Weather Watch: Storm Safety, Saturday, 05/07/2016 10:30pm-11:00pm 

In response to severe weather and tornados throughout Illinois, the CBS 2 Weather Watch Team 

created a 30 minute news special, which provided information to keep Illinoisans safe from 

severe storms.  The Weather Watch special was hosted by CBS 2’s meteorologists Steve 

Baskerville, Megan Glaros, Mary Kay Kleist and Ed Curran. 

 

THE DURATION OF STORIES IN THIS REPORT RANGE FROM ONE TO THREE 

MINUTES 

 



Government: 

April 6, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Hundreds of charter school parents are heading to 

Springfield to call on lawmakers to pass a budget to end the state’s financial gridlock. They 

planned a rally at the state capitol to ask for more money to fund charter schools.  

April 7, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – President Obama is home in Chicago today. The 

President spoke to law students at the University of Chicago where he once taught constitutional 

law. The visit is part of the President’s efforts to garner support for his U.S Supreme Court 

nominee Merrick Garland who is from Illinois. 

April 19, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago’s tech industry is about to get even bigger. 

Mayor Emanuel is announcing plans to expand 1871 – the city’s hub for tech startups. More than 

40 thousand square feet will be added to the Merchandise Mart location as well as 700 new jobs.  

April 19, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Even though there was extra time this year, some tax 

procrastinators are still filing down to the wire. Chicago’s main Post Office is staying open late 

to help filers meet the midnight deadline to file federal income taxes.  

April 20, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Illinois Senate passed a bill in Springfield today 

decriminalizing marijuana. The bill removes criminal penalties like jail time for pot possession 

and loosens the state’s zero tolerance for driving under the influence.  

May 12, 2016-(CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago is getting its second deputy mayor. Andrea 

Zopp, the former Urban League President is being named the city’s chief neighborhood 

development officer. She’ll be responsible for making sure city projects benefits all Chicagoans.  

May 12, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – There’s action in Springfield on school funding. The 

Illinois Senate bill will divert more resources to needy school districts in the state. The bill 

passed 31 to 21 and now goes to the Illinois House where it faces opposition.  

May 13, 2016 –(CBS 2 News at 5p) – Chicago School principals are bracing for another round 

of drastic cuts. Chicago Schools CEO Forrest Claypool is telling principals to cut at least 20 

percent from their budgets. The principals will have the summer to figure out the reductions to 

help close the district’s budget gap.  

May 27, 2016-(CBS 2 News at 11a) – There’s good news for travelers headed to O’Hare and 

Midway Airports over the Memorial Day weekend. Wait times at security checkpoints are 

shorter than they were a week ago. The average wait this week is 9 minutes compared to wait 

times last week up to two hours.  

June 13, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Presidential candidates Hillary Clinton and Donald 

Trump are speaking out on the Orlando nightclub massacre. Clinton pushed for tougher gun laws 



while Trump says things would have turned out differently if people in the club were armed. He 

also called for a ban on foreign born Muslims entering the U.S.  

June 22, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The City Council is considering a measure to require 

tow truck operators to shoot videos of their tows. The city says the videos would require the 

videos be available to city officials and motorists as part of a towing bill of rights.  

June 23, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A deadlocked Supreme Court ended President Obama’s 

attempts to take executive action immigration law reform. Justices were evenly divided in 

upholding a lower court ruling block that leaves millions open to possible deportation.  

June 28, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Mayor Emanuel is bemoaning Chicago’s loss of the 

Lucas Museum to California. Filmmaker George Lucas pulled plans to locate the museum here 

after a civic group blocked efforts to build it on the lakefront. The Mayor says Chicago has a 

parking lot now instead of a museum.  

June 30, 2016 – (CBS 2 at 6p) – Illinois budget crisis is over for now. The Illinois Legislature 

approved a temporary budget that will keep state government operating. The bill will make sure 

schools open on time this fall and pay teacher pensions. The bill also authorizes Chicago to 

increase taxes.  

 

Crime:  

April 4, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Police are looking for clues after a bouncer at a 

Northwest Side was shot to death. Someone fired a shot through the window of the bar shortly 

after two women were kicked out. Police believe someone in the bar was targeted but not sure if 

the bullet was meant for the bouncer.  

April 7, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The widow of disgraced Fox Lake Police Lt. Joe 

Gliniewciz pleads not guilty to charges.  Melodie Gleniewicz is accused of conspiracy and 

money laundering. Authorities say her husband staged his own death because he feared his 

scheme would be uncovered.  

April 20, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A man who spent 22 years in jail for a crime he didn’t 

commit is finally free. Eddie Bolton walked out of jail after Cook County prosecutors decided to 

drop charges against him. He was convicted of a double murder but always contended he was 

innocent. The charges were dropped after lawyers convinced authorities to take another look at 

the case.  

April 20, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – CTA riders are being warned about a robber. Police say 

a man robbed a train rider at gunpoint on an “L” platform. It happened on the Pink Line near 

Kedzie. Police hope surveillance video will help capture the suspect.  



April 22, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Six homes in the Lakeview neighborhood have been 

burglarized in just two weeks. Police say all of the crimes took place in the overnight hours. 

Robbers took items in clear view including purses, wallets and electronics.  

May 20, 2016-(CBS 2 News at 11a) – Chicago Police are trying to figure out who shot and 

killed a young woman as she waited at a stop light. She was behind the wheel of an SUV with 

her boyfriend when another driver fired several shots. Police say the woman’s boyfriend is a 

documented gang member.  

May 20, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – An innocent bystander was killed just two blocks from 

Chicago Police Headquarters. Police say the shooting happened in broad daylight –the victim 

was a city worker. She was caught in crossfire as she walked into a Starbucks coffee shop.  

May 26, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Gunfire erupted inside a popular barbershop in the 

Englewood neighborhood. One man was killed and another was injured in the gunfire.  Police 

say both men were gang members and no other customers were hurt.  

May 27, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Federal investigators say Chicago Alderman Jason 

Ervin took a donation of almost 5-thousand-dollars from the operator of a non-profit 

organization. The money was part of a state grant that was supposed to help teens get summer 

jobs. The FBI now wants to talk about Ervin about the money.  

May 30, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A Chicago mother who says she was planning to leave 

the violent city didn’t make it out in time. She’s grieving her 15 year old daughter who was shot 

and killed on Lake Shore Drive. Police say the girl was not the intended target but was in the car 

with documented gang members.  

June 20, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A well-known singer in the Hispanic community was 

shot and later died leaving his own birthday party. 45 year old Jano Fuentes was shot three times 

outside a Brighton Park theater. He’d been a contestant on the Mexican version of the TV show 

“The Voice”.   

June 24, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Religious leaders across the city are coming together 

for a day of prayer in hopes of stopping the violence in Chicago. The first ever 24 hour prayer 

walk follows another violent week in the city. The prayer walk will begin at the Parkway Garden 

Homes.  

June 24, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – There’s been another expressway shooting. Illinois State 

Police shut down lanes on the Eisenhower Expressway after shots were fired.  Police say six 

shots were fired at a car near Kostner Avenue. No suspects are in custody and no one was hurt.  

June 27, 2016 –(CBS 2 News at 10p) – The family of a woman stabbed to death on the CTA 

Red Line are pleading with people not to watch video of the attack on social media. Police have 

arrested a man for stabbing the 25 year old woman on the train in front of shocked passengers.  



Consumer: 

April 8, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – American Airlines wants to add five new gates at 

O’Hare Airport. American will pay 65 to 70 million dollars in construction costs including 

concession area and rest rooms. The full City Council still needs to approve the deal which is 

expected to get underway in 2018.  

April 11, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – For the first time in almost 100 years, first class stamp 

prices are dropping. A deed between the U.S. Postal Service and the Postal Regulatory 

Commission is expiring dropping the cost of a stamp from 49-cents to 47-cents.  

April 19, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Consumers are being warned about ATM skimming. 

Fraud experts say incidents of card skimming are on the rise with most incidents recorded at 

ATMs that were not affiliated with a bank. The experts say cards with micro-chips offer more 

protection.  

April 21, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – There’s a new offer for those skeptical of the bike ride 

sharing program. Divvy is giving customers a chance to ride for free for 24 hours. If you sign up 

after the free period, riders will get a gift card and discounts on other merchandise.  

April 26, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Your Costco membership could soon be going up. 

Retail analysts expect the retailer to raise prices by 10-percent by later this year. The annual fee 

for a basic membership would go from 55-dollars to 60 dollars. The Costco fees were last hiked 

in 2011.  

May 6, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Illinois is seeing a windfall from fines collected from 

motorists who don’t get their vehicle registrations on time. Last month, the state collected 1.6 

million dollars in fines from late fees. Due to the budget crisis, the state stopped mailing out 

reminders to save money on postage.  

May 24, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Toyota is recalling another 1.5 million vehicles because 

of faulty airbags. The recall includes Toyota Scion and Lexus models from 2006 to 2011. The 

airbags can explode with too much force and have been linked to 11 deaths.  

May 24, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Chicago area gas prices are on the rise. Experts say 

motorists are seeing the highest levels in months. Some motorists report a jump as much as 40 

cents in 24 hours. Industry experts say it’s because of higher demand for the Memorial Day 

weekend and slowing production.  

May 26, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new study by the National Low Income Housing 

Coalition found the average renter doesn’t make enough money to afford a modest apartment. 

The median price for a two bedroom apartment is nearly 12-hundred dollars but the average 

worker is making only about 35-thousand-dollars a year.  



May 26, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chicago public school parents are raising concerns about 

dangerous levels of lead in the school’s water supply. Parents at Tanner Elementary School met 

with CPS and Health Department officials on the high lead levels.  The school was among those 

built before regulations banning lead pipes in construction.  

June 9, 2016-(CBS 2 News at 5p) – The hit musical Hamilton is the hottest thing on Broadway 

and now Chicago fans are getting ready. Tickets for the smash musical opening in Chicago are 

going on sale. Premium tickets here are expected to run between $500-$600 dollars. Other prices 

are expected to range between $65 and $180-dollars.  

June 17, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A City Council committee approved a plan for tougher 

regulations on rideshare services. The proposal would require Uber and Lift drivers to submit to 

fingerprinted background checks and attend a safety training class. Uber says the changes might 

force a price hike.  

June 22, 201- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Hyde Park residents have a new place to shop for 

groceries. The new Whole Foods store opened today. It will employ nearly 160 people and offer 

many items from local suppliers. A Whole Foods store in Englewood is set to open later this 

year.  

June 24, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Three new hotel development projects are getting off 

the ground at O’Hare. Two new hotels will be built and the existing O’Hare Hilton Hotel will be 

renovated. The city says local tax dollars will not be required for the projects. The hotels are 

expected to create 12-hundred jobs and millions in economic impact.   

June 30, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – METRA is launching a safety information blitz to 

prevent train collisions. Last year, Illinois had 140 collisions between trains, vehicles and 

pedestrians –the third worst records in the country.  Illinois also has the second largest number of 

railroad crossings in the nation.  

 

Health:  

April 7, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There’s a new option for Illinois children who suffer 

from epilepsy - special medical marijuana oil is now available. The treatment helps children and 

other sufferers control seizures. Until now, the oil had only been available online through clinics 

in Colorado.  

April 8, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new study finds eating fresh fruit every day may 

help save your life.  A report in the New England Journal of Medicine finds adults who ate fresh 

fruit every day had a lower risk of dying from strokes and heart attacks. They also had lower 

blood pressure and blood sugar.  



April 12, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The death of legendary Chicago radio host Doug Banks 

is sparking health conversations. Banks died of kidney failure as a result of complications from 

diabetes. African Americans are twice as likely to have diabetes as whites and doctors are 

encouraging people not to ignore the signs.  

April 18, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Another pregnant woman in Illinois has tested positive 

for the Zika virus. The Illinois Public Health Department says three pregnant women here have 

come down with the virus which causes severe birth defects. All of the patients had traveled out 

of the country.  

April 20, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The American Lung Association says Chicago is still 

at risk from unhealthy air. The city was the 21
st
 most polluted city in the nation for ozone levels. 

Health officials say the higher pollution levels puts people at risk for asthma attacks and 

cardiovascular issues.  

May 9, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new study points to the dangers e-cigarettes pose for 

young children. The U.S. Poison Center reports more than 4-thousand calls about kids 

swallowing or inhaling from the e-cigarettes. Experts say it can cause comas, seizures or even 

death. 

May 20, 2016 –(CBS 2 News at 10p) – Illinois Health officials say someone came down with 

the Measles and may have spread it at the Northern Illinois University graduation. The person 

may have also exposed people to the illness at a downtown hotel. Health officials say they’ve 

contacted those who may have been exposed.  

May 20, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago Public School officials confirm that unsafe 

levels of lead have been found in water at a school. The crisis in Flint, Michigan prompted 

school officials to begin testing. 32 schools will be tested based in part on the age of the 

buildings.  

May 25, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Researchers say it’s ok to let your baby “cry it out”. The 

study found babies who were left alone in their cribs while fussing actually fell asleep faster and 

slept longer. While it may be hard for parents, experts say the babies don’t suffer any emotional 

or behavioral problems. 

May 27, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – For the first time this year, a bird in Illinois tested 

positive for West Nile virus. The Health Department found the infected bird in Arcola, about 45 

minutes southeast of Decatur. So far, there have been no human cases of West Nile.   

June 1, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The F-D-A is calling on the food industry to cut back on 

salt. The average American eats about 34 hundred milligrams of salt each day. The F-D-A’s new 

recommendations aim to gradually bring down sodium intake to 2300 milligrams to help prevent 

heart attacks, strokes and other health issues.  



June 6, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Vice President Joe Biden stopped in Chicago today 

speaking to a group of oncologists on cancer research. The Vice President serves as the White 

House cancer czar. Biden says finding a cure for cancer is one of the few things Democrats and 

Republicans can agree on.   

June 15, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There’s good news for coffee drinkers. The United 

Nations has removed coffee from its list of possible carcinogens. Cancer specialist says coffee 

may actually be linked to lower rates of Parkinson Disease and dementia.  

June 17, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Students at a South Side elementary school are rallying 

around their classmate as she battles a rare form of childhood cancer. 11 year old Madison 

Booker received a special cheer from her classmates during a school walk-a-thon to raise money 

for the girl’s expenses.  

June 29, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Cook County is getting 10 million dollars in federal 

dollars to help fight drug resistant superbugs. The grant will be used to study topics such as the 

best ways to prevent hospital infections. The research will also look at way to prevent the spread 

of germs between health care facilities.   

 

Diversity: 

April 8, 2016 - (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Pope Francis is out with a new document for Catholics 

dealing with family issues including love, sex and marriage. The Pontiff says Catholics should 

let their conscience show them how to behave not church rules. The new guidelines also promote 

forgiveness and inclusion. 

April 21, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Oprah is among those praising the decision to put the 

image of former slave Harriet Tubman on the 20-dollar-bill. Hundreds of women from U.S. 

history were considered for the redesign to honor their contributions from the nation. Jackson’s 

image will remain on the back of the bill.  

April 25, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A new addition for this summer’s popular Pierogi-Fest. 

This year’s festival celebrating Eastern European culture will also include performances by the 

“Village People”. The food and music festival is set for July 29
th

 through 31
st
.  

April 26, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The faithful at Shrine of the King Church in the 

Woodlawn neighborhood are finding new hope today. Last fall, the church was nearly destroyed 

in a massive fire. Today, construction workers were at the church taking the first steps to restore 

the historic landmark.  

April 27, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Target Stores are taking a stand and welcoming 

transgendered customers to the restroom of their choice. The decision prompted opponents to 



call for a nationwide boycott. Supporters of the move say it’s important all customers feel 

welcomed.  

May 20, 2016- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A controversial mural in Elgin will be relocated. The 

mural is a replica of a picture of a crowd watching a lynching of two black men in Indiana. Some 

Elgin residents were upset with the mural and asked that it be taken down. The City Council 

agreed and voted to have it taken down.  

May 24, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Chicago’s Loyola University made history today with the 

naming of its new president. The school elected JoAnn Rooney as its 24
th

 president and first 

female leader. She’s also the first president who isn’t a priest.  

May 30, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Ceremonies took place in Chicago today to capture the 

true meaning of Memorial Day. Fallen heroes were honored with wreaths at the Logan 

Monument which was decorated with nearly 7-thousand American flags. 

May 31, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Nearly 40 years after his death, a legendary African 

American basketball player is finally getting his recognition. A grave marker was finally 

installed for Leon Hillard, one of the original members of the Harlem Globetrotters. He was 

considered one of the premier showmen and top dribbler for the team during the 50’s and 60’s. 

Until now, he was buried in an unmarked grave.  

May 31, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) - The Pope is honoring some Hollywood heavy hitters for 

their action off the screen. Actors George Clooney and Richard Gere were given medals for their 

work to promote integration, peace and tolerance. Actress Salma Hayek was also honored at the 

Vatican.  

May 31, 2016 - (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Experts say unemployment rates for the blind and 

visually impaired are skyrocketing, more than 60 percent by some accounts. A non-profit group 

in the Chicago area is trying to change that statistic by offering classes and networking for those 

looking for work. The Hadley School for the Blind is hoping to assist thousands through its free 

online courses. 

June 15, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Members of Glen Ellyn’s Muslim community came 

together to pray in solidarity for victims of the Orlando mass shooting. Members of several 

Muslim faiths came to pray and pay their respects for victims of the massacre.  

June 17, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – The students at Notre Dame High School received some 

tough news today. They found out the archdiocese plans to close the all-girls school for good. 

The archdiocese blames low enrollment for the decision. Only 31 students signed up for next 

year.  



June 24, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago Pride Fest kicks off this weekend and police are 

stepping up security in the wake of the Orlando massacre. Chicago Police and the FBI say there 

will be an increased presence of uniformed officers patrolling the parade route.  

June 28, 2016 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The American Red Cross is apologizing for a water 

safety poster that was criticized as racist. The poster shows African American and Latino kids 

breaking the safety rules at the pool. The Red Cross has removed the poster from its website. 


