
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

October 1, 2014 THROUGH December 31, 2014 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4:30 - 7AM;  

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM  

 

ON WEEKENDS 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9AM; and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11PM 

 

 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Gospel Superfest Holiday 2014, Sunday, 12/21/2014 2:00pm-3:00pm, 

Gospel music and R&B stars gather for a holiday celebration for the fourteenth annual Gospel 

Superfest Holiday extravaganza, hosted by Wendy Raquel Robinson.  Chart topping inspirational 

performers include, Tye Tribett, The Chicago Mass Choir, Dorinda Clark Cole, Jason Nelson 

and many others. 

Recorded in Chicago, IL.  Rebroadcast, Wednesday, 12/24/2014 11:30pm-12:30am. 



THE DURATION OF STORIES IN THIS REPORT RANGE FROM ONE TO THREE 

MINUTES  

Government: 

October 1, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – President Obama is coming home to Chicago today 

but won’t land at O’Hare Airport.  Air Force One will instead touch down at Gary Airport due to 

the on-going problems from the fire at the FAA Center in Aurora. That fire disrupted air travel 

for several days and operations are slowly coming back on line.  

October 16, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – With new urgency about Ebola in the U.S., President 

Obama is skipping some campaign stops to focus on the crisis. The President is naming an Ebola 

Czar to coordinate the response. The new point person is Vice President Biden’s former chief of 

staff.  

October 23, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Just ahead of the winter weather, Mayor Emanuel 

is providing 10 million dollars in extra funding for pot hole repair. City crews have re-paved 

more than 250 miles of Chicago roads which is on target for the Mayor’s goal of 300 miles of 

resurfaced streets.  

October 24, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Federal regulators have shut down a Chicago bank. 

Authorities shut down the National Republic Bank of Chicago which has two branches in the 

city. The FDIC has approved a Texas bank’s purchase of the shuttered Chicago facility. 

October 29, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – More than 50 thousand voters have already taken 

advantage of early voting by casting ballots for next month’s election. Mayor Emanuel cast his 

ballot today and says he voted for Governor Quinn.  

November 5, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – It’s official – Bruce Rauner is Illinois’ Governor-

elect.  Rauner defeated incumbent Governor Pat Quinn in a tight race. President Obama called 

Governor-elect Rauner today to congratulate him on the win.  

November 13, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The Secretary of State’s Office is investigating 

the cause of a computer glitch that shutdown facilities state-wide. Workers handed out courtesy 

cards to those who couldn’t be serviced so they wouldn’t have to stand in line again. Officials 

aren’t sure what caused the problem.  

November 19, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The Chicago Board of Education held its monthly 

meeting in the community rather than at its downtown office. Board members took the meeting 

to Westinghouse High School on the West Side to allow more community members to attend. It 

was the first off-site meeting in ten years.  



November 20, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The City Council gave Mayor Emanuel’s 2015 

budget overwhelming approval. All but four aldermen voted yes to approve the $ 8.9 billion 

dollar spending plan which does not raise property taxes.  

November 24, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – President Obama returns to Chicago to sell his 

immigration plan. The President will meet with community leaders at the Copernicus Center to 

discuss his executive action to fix what he calls, “a broken immigration system.” 

December 3, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The Illinois House approved a measure that would 

increase the rates for serving jury duty. The measure would hike juror pay to $25 dollars for the 

first day and $50 dollars for each additional day. Some counties in Illinois pay as little as $4 

dollars a day for jury service. 

December 5, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Illinois Governor-elect Bruce Rauner was part of a 

group of new governors at the White House today. Rauner also met with Senators Durbin and 

Kirk while in Washington.  

December 16, 2014 - (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The University of Illinois at Chicago presented 

new details on its proposal for the Barack Obama presidential library. UIC released a rendering 

showing a proposed visitor’s center and academic institute that would be built over the 

Eisenhower Expressway. The University of Chicago has also submitted a proposal.  

December 22, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Governor Quinn named a longtime friend to 

replace Comptroller Judy Baar Topinka who died suddenly last week. Jerry Sterner will run the 

office for three weeks until the new governor is sworn in and makes his own selection.  

December 23, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Chicago Board of Education is being accused 

of discriminating against pregnant teachers. The Board is the subject of a federal lawsuit 

claiming several pregnant teachers at a Northwest Side school were fired even though the 

teachers had good performance ratings.  

 

Crime:  

October 10, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) - A Minnesota woman is charged with stealing an 

ambulance and leading police on a chase. Police say the woman took off in an ambulance from 

Northwest Community Hospital in Arlington Heights.  She was driving with sirens and running 

cars off the road until she was stopped.  

October 20, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Police are warning students and residents about a 

rash of robberies near the University of Chicago campus. Victims say two to three men walked 

up to them in each case and demanded their valuables.  



October 21, 2014 - (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Investigators in Gary searched more abandoned 

homes for possible victims of accused serial killer Darren Vann. So far, police say they are close 

to identifying two more victims who were found in abandoned homes.  Vann has confessed to 

seven murders.  

October 27, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A woman says she was attacked and sexually 

assaulted on her own back porch. The woman says she stepped out to smoke a cigarette when a 

masked man grabbed her and forced her back into her apartment where she was assaulted.  

October 28, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – More patients are suing an Indiana cardiologist and 

hospital claiming they were subjected to unnecessary surgeries. At least 28 people have sued Dr. 

Arvind Gandhi and Munster Community Hospital which they said allowed the unnecessary 

procedures because they were very lucrative.  

November 13, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Two people were shot at a suburban shopping 

mall. It happened at the Harlem Irving Plaza in Norridge. Police believe the incident started as a 

domestic incident – a man shot his girlfriend and then himself.  

November 14, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Two men were found guilty of murdering a 

beloved Chicago Police Office in 2010. The two were convicted of killing Officer Thomas 

Wrotham as he stood outside his family home. Prosecutors say the men were trying to steal the 

officer’s motorcycle. Both men now face life sentences.  

November 20, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Police are investigating a gangland style shooting 

that claimed four victims. It happened in the West Humboldt Park neighborhood. Police say two 

men in a van sprayed another vehicle with more than two dozen bullets killing one and critically 

wounding three others.  

November 21, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – An 18 year old high school student  was seriously 

injured while out on a run with members of his cross country team. A car struck the student as he 

jogged. The student suffered severe head trauma and the driver faces charges.  

November 27, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Police are looking for a mob of thieves who used a 

stolen truck to smash through the wall of a clothing store. Once inside, the thieves grabbed 

merchandise from the racks and ran. Police caught one of the suspects but are still searching for 

others.  

December 1, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The woman whose former boyfriend gunned her 

down at the Nordstrom’s store had a troubled relationship with the suspect. Family members say 

she sought court orders for protection. The woman was killed while working in the store on what 

was her 22
nd

 birthday. The gunman then killed himself.  

December 15, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Chicago Police arrested two more suspects in the 

murder of a 15 year old boy. The high school sophomore was gunned down in front of his twin 



brother. The two were on their way to basketball practice at their school. Two suspects were 

already in custody. 

December 18, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A tutor for middle and high school students faces 

charges of possessing child porn. Authorities say the man has more than one-thousand images of 

children. The investigation began after he took his computer in for repair and the technician 

contacted the FBI.  

December 19, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago Police are investigating a shooting 

outside a River North nightclub. A 36 year old man was shot in the back. Police say it happened 

outside the Sound Bar about 4am as the club was closing for the night.  

December 30, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A former driver for the ride-share service Uber is 

accused of sexually assaulting an intoxicated passenger. Uber says it does extensive background 

checks on its drivers going back seven years.  

 

Health: 

October 3, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – There could be a link between anxiety and Alzheimer 

Disease. Swedish researchers say middle aged women with neurotic personalities and prolonged 

stress have double the risk of developing the disease.  

October 22, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Doctors are evaluating two people for Ebola after 

they became ill on flights that arrived at O’Hare Airport. The evaluation is part of a new Ebola 

protocol for Chicago. Neither person has been diagnosed with the disease. One of those being 

monitored is a child whose travel began in Liberia.  

October 22, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Scientists say too many sweetened drinks can help 

speed up aging. Researchers say daily consumption of drinks with sugar can make your cells age 

faster and too much sugar in your diet overall can lead to aging faster.  

October 23, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Researchers say the virus that causes cold sores may 

lead to weaker immune systems as we age. Doctors say the body carries the virus forever after 

the first cold sore. The virus could also spread to the brain and perhaps start the Alzheimer’s 

process.  

October 29, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Park Forest officials issued a precautionary boil 

order for almost one-third of the town following a water main break.  The order affects the 

neighborhood of Eastgate and residents south to Sauk Trail. Village officials say the water 

should be boiled for at least five minutes.  

November 7, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) - Researchers say school lunches offer better 

nutritional value than most packed lunches. The study found the school meals provided more 



protein, fiber and calcium than the meals brought from home. The home packed lunches also had 

more carbs, fat and sugar.  

November 13, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Centers for Disease Control says more high 

school students are smoking e-cigarettes. In the latest survey, more than 4% of students said they 

smoked e-cigarettes up from just under 3% the year before.  While the e-cigarettes don’t have 

smoke, they do have nicotine which can be harmful to children.  

November 14, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – In honor of World Diabetes Day, free diabetes 

screenings are being offered at several locations around the Chicago area. The free screenings 

include glucose and cholesterol checks.  

November 19, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Texting may be hard on your back. A new study 

finds bending your head to send and receive texts can put 60 pounds of pressure on your back. 

Doctors suggest watching your posture and trying to look at your phone at eye level to reduce 

bending.  

November 26, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – McHenry County officers are now equipped to 

deal with the rising number of heroin overdoses. Officers now carry a drug called Naloxone that 

reverses the effects of heroin almost instantly. Officers in Lake County are also carrying the 

antidote and say they’ve saved 25 lives.  

December 1, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Experts say parents are not getting the message 

about unsafe bedding for their infants.  Babies should sleep in cribs without blankets, pillows or 

quilts which can all be linked to suffocation. Researchers found that more than half of American 

parents still allow infants to sleep with soft bedding.  

December 3, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – There’s new evidence the Mediterranean diet can 

extend your life. The diet is rich in grains, legumes, fruits, veggies and healthy oils like olive oil. 

Researchers found the diet is associated with substances that protect DNA and extend cell life.  

December 17, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Hundreds of students at an Oak Park school were 

out sick for a second day. Most reported flu-like symptoms but others reported upper respiratory 

issues. Workers plan to give the school building a deep cleaning for the next several days.  

December 19, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – The Centers for Disease Control is investigating a 

deadly listeria outbreak tied to caramel applies in 10 states. At least four people have died and 

more than two dozen are affected after eating pre-packaged caramel apples. Symptoms include 

muscle aches, confusion and fever.  

December 30, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – There’s been a spike in flu cases in our area. The 

Illinois Public Health Department says flu activity in the state is classified as widespread. More 

than 300 people were admitted to intensive care units in the past few weeks –but so far no flu 

deaths have been reported.  



 

Consumer:  

October 2, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The city is refunding some drivers who got red light 

tickets. 126 drivers are getting $ 100 dollar refunds. The Mayor’s office says it reviewed 

thousands of tickets after a report of spikes at 12 intersections.  An outside auditing firm is 

reviewing the evidence.  

October 9, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Allstate Insurance is raising rates in Illinois. The carrier 

is increasing auto insurance by about 3-percent and home insurance rates by an average of 8% 

percent. The increases in Illinois are bigger than other states. The company says it needs the 

hikes to keep up with rising costs.  

October 23, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new report says Hoffman Estates-based Sears will 

close more than 100 stores and lay off more than six thousand workers. One of the stores on the 

list is in suburban Forest Park. Other closings include K-Mart stores and Sears auto centers.  

October 28, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Experts see an increase in sales of pumpkin flavored 

goods. Pumpkin is popping up in various products including pretzels, coffee creamer, dog food 

and vodka. Those sales added up to more than 300 billion dollar last year and more products are 

expected in the future.  

October 29, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Apple is getting lots of complaints about it 2011 

“MacBook” computers.  More than 20 thousand people have signed an online petition asking 

Apple to replace their computers because they frequently freeze and crash. The problem appears 

to be related to the computers’ graphic processing unit.  

November 12, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Nearly 100 people in the south suburbs will lose 

their jobs right after the holiday shopping season.  Lincoln Mall will close after the first of the 

year following a judge’s order for safety and financial reasons. The mall has been in disrepair for 

several years and the number of tenants dropped significantly.  

November 17, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) - Motorists in the Chicago area are getting some 

much needed relief at the gas pump. Prices have taken a dramatic drop. The average price of a 

gallon is below three dollars for the first time since 2010. Experts credit a glut of crude oil.  

November 21, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There’s a new warning for Lexus drivers. The car 

company is recalling more than 420,000 cars to fix a fuel leak that could cause a fire. The recall 

affects 2006 to 2011 “GS” and “IS” models.  

November 26, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The city is offering a new resource to help keep 

consumers safe over the holiday season. The city launched an online campaign to remind 



consumers of their rights and help them avoid fraud. It also tells consumers how they can get a 

free credit report.  

November 28, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – There’s an effort to raise the minimum wage in 

Chicago. The Mayor is calling a special City Council meeting to vote on a proposal to raise the 

minimum wage to 10-dollars next year and up to 13-dollars by 2020.  

December 1, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Girl Scouts are going high tech with their cookie 

sales. After years of banning internet sales, the Girl Scouts are launching a pilot program to sell 

the cookies online. Some aren’t so sure about the program and say it will cut down on girls’ 

interaction with their customers.  

December 12, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – McDonald’s is planning to slim down its menu. 

The fast food giant says it will cut 8 items from its menu and offer five fewer extra value meals. 

The Oak Brook based executives say the goal is to speed up service and hopefully boost the 

bottom line.  

December 17, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Amazon is extending its free shipping deadline 

two days to accommodate holiday procrastinators. Purchases made by December 19
th

 will still 

reach their destination in time for Christmas. The company is also offering shipping as late as 

December 22
nd

 for a fee.  

December 18, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – It’s the busiest time of the year for the U.S. Postal 

Service. More than one million cards, packages and letters will be handled in the Chicago area 

alone. Postal officials say Saturday will be the deadline to make sure mail arrives in time for 

Christmas.   

December 29, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – There’s good news for travelers hitting the road for 

the New Year’s holiday. The average price of gas fell for the 94
th

 consecutive day. The national 

average for a gallon of gas is down to $2.29 – and the average is even cheaper in Illinois.  

 

Diversity: 

October 3, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Jewish Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, begins at 

sundown. It’s the holiest day of the year in the Jewish faith. With prayers and fasting, Jews seek 

to make amends and strengthen their relationship with others and God.  

October 13, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The Chicago Urban League, The Business 

Leadership Council and CBS 2 will host a gubernatorial debate at Chicago’s DuSable Museum 

of African American History. The museum has played an important role in Chicago’s cultural 

life for more than 50 years. Governor Quinn and challenger Bruce Rauner will debate issues in 

the race.  



October 13, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Chicago’s Columbus Day Parade celebrates all 

things Italian. The parade returned to State Street today after almost 20 years on Columbus 

Drive. This year’s parade honored victims, survivors and heroes of the Holocaust.  

October 22, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – In a break with tradition, Chicago’s new Archbishop, 

Blasé Cupich, says he will not movie into the Cardinal’s residence on the Gold Coast. The new 

Archbishop says he plans instead to move instead into a simple 3 bedroom suite in the rectory 

behind Holy Name Cathedral.  

October 29, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 4:30a) – A substitute teacher is accused of using a racial 

slur while giving a history lesson to students.  8
th

 graders say what was supposed to be a lesson 

on the cold war turned into an exercise in racial sensitivity and black students were singled out 

with the slur. The superintendent says the teacher has been banned from the classrooms.  

November 10, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A new project is helping homeless veterans in 

Northwest Indiana get back on their feet. The Veteran’s Café and Grill provides food and jobs to 

service people.  The restaurant offers free meals and jobs in the kitchen to veterans.  

Additionally, proceeds from the restaurant are donated to help with other services for the vets. 

November 12, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The Illinois State Fire Marshall is investigating a 

suspicious fire at a Sikh Mission in far north suburban Island Lake. The building was a total loss 

and authorities are trying to determine if the fire was intentionally set.  

November 14, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 5p) -18 local high school musicians sharpened their skills 

on a trip of a lifetime. The students are just back from a two week visit to China where they 

performed in 4 cities including Beijing. Several of the students even learned to play Chinese 

instruments during the trip.  

November 18, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Archbishop Blasé Cupich now leads Chicago 

area’s two-point-two million Catholics. The new archbishop was installed during ceremonies at 

Holy Name Cathedral.  Many Catholics gathered in their parish churches to watch the 

installation service.  

November 28, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Reverend Jesse Jackson, head of Rainbow PUSH, 

shared Thanksgiving dinner with veterans from the South Side. The vets were treated to 

traditional turkey dinner with all the trimmings at Rainbow PUSH headquarters.  

December 1, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – It’s World AIDS Day – dedicated to raising 

awareness of HIV and AIDS. According to the Centers for Disease Control, an estimated 35 

million people live with the disease worldwide.  

December 11, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Archbishop Cupich will lead midnight Mass for 

an annual tradition in the Hispanic community. Our Lady of Guadalupe will be honored with a 



celebration and overnight torch run through several suburbs and city neighborhoods. More than 

150 thousand people are expected to participate.  

December 12, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A local dance company celebrating African culture 

is inspiring generations of performers. The acclaimed Muntu Dance Company was formed 42 

years ago in Chicago. Many of the adult performers began when they were children.  The 

dancers say their aim is to keep African culture alive and relevant.  

December 16, 2014- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A retired Michigan police officer has a new 

mission. He’s teaching current officers how to interact with people who have Autism. The officer 

says people with Autism are seven times more likely to have contact with law enforcement and 

compassion needs to be the key.  

December 25, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – St. Sabina Catholic church hosted more than 500 

homeless men, women and children for a Christmas celebration. Volunteers from the church 

were on hand to serve a home-cooked holiday feast and pass out gifts and toys to those in need.  

December 26, 2014 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Today is the first day of Kwanza – a seven day 

celebration aimed at helping African Americans re-connect with their roots. Each day is 

dedicated to a principle including unity, self-determination, work, responsibility and cooperative 

economics, purpose, creativity and faith.  

 


