
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

January 1 – March 31, 2015 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

January 1, 2015 THROUGH March 31, 2015 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4:30 – 7:00AM;  

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM  

 

ON WEEKENDS 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9:00AM; and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11PM 

 

 

THE DURATION OF STORIES IN THIS REPORT RANGE FROM ONE TO THREE 

MINUTES  

 

SYNDICATED: 

Gospel Superfest Black History 2015, Sunday, 02/01/2015 11:00am-12:00pm, 

This diverse, music-driven entertainment special offers a wide variety of inspirational talk and 

music geared toward today’s youth.  Performers include Pop, R & B and Hip Hop artists and 

features current hits from top industry leaders. 

 



Government: 

January 9, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The White House is praising a Chicago program 

offering free tuition for the first two years of community college.  President Obama says he 

would like to see the program go national. Students would have to meet certain academic criteria 

and maintain grade point averages.  

January 13, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Illinois’ new Governor Bruce Rauner completed his 

first full day on the job in Springfield. The Governor says he’s optimistic he can solve some of 

the state’s financial problems and looks forward to working with legislative leaders.  

January 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A south suburban village wants to cut police and 

fire services. The village of Matteson says it will have to lay off 13 of its 28 police officers to 

close a budget hole. 8 firefighter positions would also have to be eliminated under the budget 

proposal.  

January 29, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A new report says Governor Rauner is paying his 

staffers significantly more than staffers who worked under former Governor Pat Quinn. The A.P. 

report says salaries are up more than 36 percent. A spokesman says Rauner’s budget is still less 

than ex-Governor Quinn.  

January 30, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Mayor Emanuel and his challengers in next month’s 

election squared off in a debate on the issues. The candidates talked property taxes, city services, 

and ways to stop illegal guns coming into the city.  

February 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Voters go to the polls tomorrow in the race for 

mayor. Mayor Emanuel is facing several challengers. Aldermen in all 50 Chicago wards are also 

up for re-election. There are several hotly contested ward races that could lead to a shake-up in 

the Council.  

February 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The first lawsuit has been filed against the state 

over the process for approving licenses for medical marijuana growers. As part of the challenge, 

the lawsuit claims background checks were not completed for all applicants and calls for the 

state to re-start the process.   

February 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The debate is heating up over whether park land 

should be used for the Obama Presidential Library. A new poll shows most South Siders favor 

using park district property if Chicago is selected for the site. The Friends of the Park group 

wants it located on vacant land other than park space.  

February 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The Chicago City Council agreed to officially 

rename Water Tower Park to honor the city’s only female Mayor. The park will become “Jane 

Byrne Plaza” in the spring. The plaza will feature some of her favorite flowers and a fountain.  



March 13, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Mayor Emanuel is getting a boost in the latest poll 

ahead of next month’s run-off election. Emanuel is getting his first double-digit lead in the race. 

Challenger Commissioner Jesus Garcia is scoffing at the polls and says the race is a dead-heat.  

March 16, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Supporters from around the city attended a unity 

breakfast to bring the Obama Presidential Library to Chicago. The event was organized to show 

that Chicago is unified in its desire to bring the library to the city –no matter which of the three 

proposals is accepted.  

March 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Illinois Congressman Aaron Schock has abruptly 

decided to resign. House Speaker John Boehner is among those reacting and says he supports the 

decision. The Peoria Congressman stepped down amid questions about his spending habits and 

lavish life style.   

March 24, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 430a) – The city of Chicago is facing a class action lawsuit 

over its controversial the red light camera program. The lawsuit demands the city refund $600-

million-dollars collected since the program began in 2003. The suit claims the city is violating 

due-process because it does not send a second notice before enforcing the fines.  

March 30, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Chicagoans are apparently very eager to cast ballots 

for the mayoral run-off election. The Election Board reports a new record was set during early 

voting on Sunday. Overall, more than 72-thousand ballots have been cast which is twice the 

number cast in the last election.  

 

Crime: 

January 13, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) –Morton Grove Police are asking for the public’s help 

in finding the driver in a fatal hit-run case.  The victim was an 86-year-old man who was 

crossing the street. Police say the car sustained major front-end damage.  

January 22, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Police are warning residents in the Tri-Taylor 

neighborhood about two car-jackings.  Both happened in broad daylight about 30 minutes apart. 

The suspects demanded car keys and victim’s wallets and drove off.  

January 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – For the second time in a week, an ex-teacher in 

Orland Park is arrested for having sex with an under-age student. In the latest case, the former 

gym teacher was victim’s basketball coach.  Another former teacher was accused of having sex 

with two of her former students.  

January 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Three former executives of a shuttered Chicago 

hospital are on trial for fraud. The ex-administrators are accused of massive Medicare and 



Medicaid fraud. They’re accused of handing out cash and gifts to doctors, ambulance companies 

and nursing homes to keep their hospital beds filled.  

January 29, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A brazen robbery in Chicago’s West Town 

neighborhood was caught on surveillance video. Police say the video shows the burglar breaking 

a window to get inside a business and wheeling out an ATM machine.  

February 18, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – An 82 year old landlord was severely beaten and 

police are looking for one of her tenants. Police believe the suspect may have been under the 

influence of drugs. The elderly woman suffered a broken nose, bruised arm and ribs.  

February 23, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Agents discovered another gun in a carry-on bag at 

Midway Airport. T-S-A screeners found a nine millimeter gun in the luggage of a suburban 

woman headed to Florida. It’s the third gun discovered in luggage this year at the airport.  

February 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago Police are on the look-out for a man 

accused of stalking a teenage girl on the Southwest Side. Police say the man approached the 16 

year old girl twice in the last two days. He’s driving a black Jeep with a Blackhawks log on the 

right back window.  

February 27, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Police are warning residents in the Hyde Park 

neighborhood to take extra precautions. Authorities say there’ve been at least three home 

invasions in the last 10 days.  Police say all of the incidents took place between 6am and 8am. 

The offenders got into the homes, threatened residents and stole items.  

March 13, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Charges are pending against a man accused in a hit 

and run crash that killed a pregnant mother in Englewood. Police say the woman was crossing 

the street on her way to the laundromat when she was struck. Family members say she was five 

months pregnant with her second child.  

March 17, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Police are warning residents in the Chicago Lawn 

neighborhood after a spree of garage robberies. Authorities say burglars broke into at least five 

garages last week making off with high value property.  

March 18, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Bali murder suspect Chicagoan Heather Mack has 

given birth to a baby girl. Mack and her boyfriend are on trial in Bali for killing Mack’s mother 

while on vacation last summer. Prison rules allow Mack to keep the baby with her at the prison 

for two years.  

March 24, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Mount Prospect Police hope surveillance video can 

help them track down a driver in a deadly hit-run case. Police say the driver struck a man as he 

crossed the street at Algonquin Road near Briarwood Drive. A one-thousand dollar reward is 

offered for information in the case.  



March 25, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A 27 year old postal worker on his way to work has 

been shot to death. Police say the man was ambushed in his car shortly after leaving his home for 

work.  Family members think he may have been the victim of mistaken identity.  

 

Consumer: 

January 5, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The New Year is ringing in lower gas prices.  Experts 

say gas prices have fallen more than 12-cents in the past week. The average gallon of gas is $2-

dollars and 26 cents in the Chicago area which is not far off the national average.  

January 16, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 430a) – Southwest Airlines is getting hit with the largest fine 

ever for tarmac delays at Midway Airport. The U.S. Transportation Department fined the airline 

one-point-six million dollars for passengers who were stuck on the ground for hours last winter. 

January 23, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Earnings are down again for Oak Brook –based 

McDonald’s. The hamburger chain’s earnings were down again for the fourth quarter. The 

company says it plans to simply its menu in hopes of bringing customers back.  

January 26, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The city announced plans to re-pave more than 600 

miles of streets this spring. The work will reduce the number of potholes in the worst hit areas.  

Crews set out for the first step in the repaving project working on the South Side. The project 

will expand as the weather gets warmer.  

January 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Nissan is recalling more than a half-million S-U-V’s 

because they could catch fire. The recall affects Nissan Rogues from 2008 to 2013. The 

automaker says snow and salty water can get through the carpet and cause a short in wires.  

February 12, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Travel booking site Expedia is buy Chicago-based 

Orbitz. Analysts say the deal is good news for Expedia customers. It’s not clear whether the 

move will impact jobs held by the former Orbitz employees in Chicago.  

February 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – It’s going to cost a little more to visit Disney. The 

price for the California parks is going up four dollars. The cost for Disney World tickets is going 

up six dollars. Despite the increase, Disney says the parks are still a good value.  

February 24, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Target stores are making it easier for customers 

to shop online. Target has lowered the amount shoppers need to spend to get free shipping for 

their orders. The retailer is now offering free shipping with $25-dollar orders. 

February 26, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) - Careers in the criminal justice field are on the 

upswing. Jobs for private detectives and investigators are expected to grow by 11-percent over 

the next few years. The demand is due in part to heightened corporate security and for 

background checks.  



February 27, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Facebook is working with mental health 

organizations to develop a suicide prevention tool. The social media company says the tool will 

allow users to report when a friend posts a suicide threat. Facebook will then direct them to a 

helpline.  

March 18, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – There’s a major recall involving millions of boxes 

of Kraft macaroni and cheese. Some 6-point-5-million boxes may contain small pieces of metal. 

So far there are no reports of injuries. Kraft says the boxes can be returned for a full refund.  

March 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Honda is expanding its air bag recall. The automaker 

says it will add an additional 105-thousand vehicles to the recall. Honda says the air bags in 

some Pilot SUV’s, Civics and Accords can explode with too much force.  

March 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There’s a new demand for jobs in real estate. Nine 

years after the housing market bust, experts say home buyers are returning to the market again. 

The new interest in the housing market is creating a need for more realtors. Salaries range from 

20-thousand-dollars on the low end to more than 100-thousand-dollars on the high end.  

March 24, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Lollapalooza tickets went on sale today for the three 

day summer festival in Grant Park. The three-day passes sold out in just 45 minutes. Chase Bank 

had system issues that stopped some of the purchases because they were mistakenly flagged as 

fraud.  

March 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Triple-A is out with some sobering statistics on teens 

and distracted driving. A new study found that distracted driving was a factor in nearly 6 out of 

10 accidents involving teenagers. Car crashes remain the leading cause of death for teens in the 

U.S.  

 

Health: 

January 9, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A new study finds keeping your nose warm will help 

ward off colds. Doctors say the common cold virus replicates more easily in the nose during the 

winter because the immune system is less effective at lower temperatures.  

January 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – There’s new reason to cut down on the amount of 

pizza kids eat. A new study says 20 percent of kids eat pizza every day and when they do their 

caloric intake skyrockets. New research says pizza contributes up to 5 grams of saturated fat to 

the diets of kids and teens. Snacking on pizza between meals adds even more calories and fat.  

January 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – New research points to the health benefits of coffee. 

It could lower the risk of deadly skin cancer. Researchers say drinking four or more cups of 

coffee a day lowers the chance of developing a malignant melanoma.  



January 26, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new study suggests the genetics of autism are even 

more complicated than first thought. Expert say even when it runs in families, 70-percent of 

siblings have different gene variations. The study suggests there are probably hundreds of 

different types of autism.  

January 30, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – There might be a link between heavy drinking and 

the risk of strokes. Researchers found those who consumed more than two alcoholic beverages a 

day raised their risk of stroke by about 34-percent. The heavy drinkers also tend to have strokes 

at a younger age.  

February 9, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A total of eight new measles cases are reported in 

suburban Cook County. Seven of those cases are linked to the KinderCare Learning Center in 

Palatine. Most of the patients are infants who were not vaccinated.  

February 16, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A new study supports what many women already 

know about menopause. Researchers found that symptoms like hot flashes and night sweats 

aren’t just short term problems. The study found the symptoms can last for more than seven 

years in some cases.  

February 24, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new Australian study finds anger can increase the 

risk of a heart attack. Researchers say the risk is more than eight times great during the two hours 

after a person gets really angry. Arguments with co-workers were the biggest triggers for anger-

associated heart attacks.  

February 25, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – There could be a link between low levels of 

Vitamin D and Diabetes. New research says people with low levels of Vitamin D have an 

increased risk for Diabetes even if they aren’t overweight.  

February 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A bad night’s sleep can have a negative impact on 

your health. A new study from the University of Pennsylvania found that sleep loss often leads to 

eating more fat the next day. Researchers say the effect may be even worse for people who 

consistently don’t get enough sleep.  

March 3, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Doctors at Northwestern University are researching the 

benefit of comedy and laughter for Parkinson’s patients. The patients and their caregivers are 

taking part in a special improve session at Second City comedy club. Doctors say the improv 

sessions relieve stress and promote feelings of acceptance.  

March 16, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new report questions the use of stress tests when it 

comes to detecting heart disease. Doctors say the tests probably aren’t necessary if you are at low 

risk for heart disease. The report encourages doctors to focus on risk factors a patient can change 

including smoking, diabetes and obesity.  



March 17, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – New research shows exercise can be an effective way 

to fight breast cancer. Scientists found that cancerous tumors in mice grew more slowly when the 

mice exercised regularly. It seemed aerobic exercise had the most benefit.  

March 24, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Local veterinarians say it’s the worst outbreak of 

kennel cough they’ve seen in a decade. Hundreds of area dogs with kennel cough that develops 

into pneumonia. Some dog daycare and boarding centers are temporarily turning away dogs to 

combat the virus.  

March 30, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Researchers are reporting some good news in the 

fight against breast cancer. A new study identifies a gene that drives one of the most aggressive 

forms of breast cancer. Researchers hope by finding a way to block the gene the cancer will be 

less aggressive.  

 

Diversity: 

January 15, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Chicago Oscar and Grammy winner Jennifer 

Hudson walked the red carpet for an event benefiting Chicago’s LGBT community. Hudson is 

promoting a human rights campaign called “Turn It Up for Change” to promote equal rights.  

January 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Thousands of Chicago Public School students were 

treated to a free screening of the movie, “Selma” for the MLK Day holiday. Many of the students 

say they studied the civil rights movement in school but seeing the story on the big screen was 

powerful.  Following the screening, they broke into groups to discuss the movie.  

January 22, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – There’s stepped up security at a mosque in the 

southwest suburbs following violent threats on social media. Police say the threats mention an 

eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  The FBI is advising the Muslim community and says its 

taking the threats seriously.  

January 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Volunteers in Naperville are working to make 

veterans’ home more accessible.  Building contractors, electricians and other workers are 

volunteering their services for the project. They’ve installed ramps, roll- in showers, and new 

windows to help the veterans in need.  

January 28, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Chicagoans are stopping to remember Chicago Cubs 

great Ernie Banks. “Mr. Cub – as he was known – was the first black baseball player on the 

team. A 7 foot statue of Banks is on display in Daley Plaza where fans are stopping to pay 

tribute.  



February 16, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A beloved South Side alderman was laid to rest 

today. Alderman JoAnn Thompson served the Englewood community on the South Side. She 

was credited with helping bring a new full service grocer to the neighborhood.  

February 18, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Today is Ash Wednesday. It’s the start of the 

Lenten season for Christians. Archbishop Blasé Cupich marked the foreheads of parishioners 

with the ashes of burned palms at a Loop church. It’s a reminder that life on earth passes away.  

February 19, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – It’s been a year since a federal judge cleared the way 

for same-sex marriage in Cook County. Clerk David Orr says more than 65-hundred couples 

have tied the knot during the first year of marriage equality. The average age is 42 and more than 

80 percent have college experience.  

February 23, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The Chinatown community is welcoming the 

lunar New Year. Performers in red and gold dragon costumes paraded down Wentworth Avenue 

for the celebration. It’s the year of the goat, sheep, or rams depending which translation you 

choose.  

February 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) - A local music professor, singer and author is being 

profiled during Black History Month. Robert Sims is an acclaimed singer with the Lyric Opera. 

Besides the Lyric, Sims has performed with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and has taught music 

for more than 20 years. He recently authored a book on another trail blazing African American 

opera singer.  

March 5, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Hundreds of Chicagoans are making their way to Selma, 

Alabama for the historic civil rights anniversary. They are going for the 50
th

 anniversary of the 

1965 march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge which led to the passage of the voting rights act.  

March 13, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There are startling numbers in a new study on equal 

pay. New research says the wage gap between men and women won’t close until 2058. The 

Institute for Women’s Policy Research says women working full time earn about 78-cents to 

every dollar men make.  

March 20, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chicago civil rights pioneer Reverend Willie Barrow 

is being remembered. Rainbow PUSH hosted a celebration service for the freedom fighter known 

as “The Little Warrior”. She marched with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and help found Operation 

Breadbasket which later became Rainbow PUSH.  

March 24, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new report from the ACLU says Chicago Police 

officers are stopping and frisking African Americans at much higher rate than whites. The report 

focused on 250-thousand police stops last summer that did not lead to an arrest. 70 percent of 

those were African Americans. The rate was even higher in predominately white neighborhoods. 



March 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Chicago’s Goodman Theater is paying tribute to 

renown African American playwright August Wilson. The theater is hosting a production of 

Wilson’s play, “Two Trains Running” about the racial changes in the 1960’s and African 

Americans striving to get ahead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


