
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

October 1, 2015 THROUGH December 31, 2015 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4:30 - 7AM;  

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM  

 

ON WEEKENDS 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9AM; and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11PM 

 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Gospel Superfest: A Holiday Special, Sunday, 12/24/2015 11:30pm-12:30am, 

Gospel music and R&B stars gather for a holiday celebration for the fifteenth annual Gospel 

Superfest Holiday extravaganza, hosted by Wendy Raquel Robinson.  Chart topping inspirational 

performers include, Mary Mary, J. Moss, Dorinda Clark Cole, and many others. 

Recorded In Chicago, IL. 

 

 



THE DURATION OF STORIES IN THIS REPORT RANGE FROM ONE TO THREE 

MINUTES  

Government: 

October 6, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) - The village of Palos Park in the southwest suburbs won 

a big annexation fight with neighboring community Lemont. Palos Park will be allowed to annex 

some Forest Preserve land in exchange for providing Lake Michigan water. Lemont says it’s a 

land grab.  

October 13, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Former Chicago Public Schools CEO Barbara Byrd 

Bennett pleaded guilty to a scheme that put 2-million-dollars in her pocket. She’s accused of 

awarding a no-bid contract in exchange for a kickback. Prosecutors are recommending more than 

seven years in jail.  

October 15, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Some lottery winners in Illinois will have to wait to 

collect their winnings. Lottery officials say they will have to issue I-O-U for prizes over 600-

dollars because of the state’s ongoing budget crisis. No word when those winners will get paid. 

October 23, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) - More than 100 high level officials from China are 

in Chicago for the U-S China Sister Cities Conference. Mayor Emanuel will kick off the historic 

gathering with a speech to the group. The Chinese leaders will also meet with business and 

education leaders in Chicago.  

October 28, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) - Chicago’s City Council overwhelmingly passed the 

largest package of tax and fee increases ever. On a vote of 36 to 14, aldermen approved the 

Mayor’s 8-billion-dollar budget which includes big hikes for homeowners. 

November 9, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump is 

campaigning in Illinois today. Trump is speaking in Springfield before supporters at the Prairie 

State Convention Center. He joins other Republican candidates in a debate tomorrow in 

Milwaukee. 

November 10, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 11a) – Illinois lawmakers are returning to Springfield with 

a packed agenda. Lawmakers are voting on restoring funding for child care assistance and 

proposals for unemployment insurance.  

November 17, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 5p) – Former Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich, who’s 

jailed in federal prison, is making an appeal to the Supreme Court. Blagojevich is serving a 14 

year sentence on corruption charges. He’s asking the high court to review his appeal.  

November 24, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The Chicago Police Department is welcoming its 

newest graduating class of recruits. Both Police Superintendent Garry McCarthy and Mayor 



Emanuel attended the swearing in ceremony. New detective and command staff promotions were 

also recognized during event.  

December 1, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chicago’s top cop is out of a job. Mayor Emanuel 

fired Police Superintendent Garry McCarthy today. The Mayor called McCarthy a distraction as 

the city grapples with the police shooting cases. Several aldermen and community members 

called for McCarthy’s ouster in the wake of the Laquan McDonald police shooting case.  

December 16, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Mayor Emanuel received an unexpected chilly 

reception at a South Side high school today. Students at Urban Prep have typically welcomed the 

Mayor with open arms. Students stood to chant “16 shots” during the Mayor’s remarks – 

reference to the Laquan McDonald police shooting case.  

December 24, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Beginning next month, an Illinois driver’s license 

will not be enough to get into most federal facilities. The state’s exemption is set to expire. 

Federal rules require tougher requirements for proof of legal residency and could impact 

travelers.  

December 31, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A new law to crack down on drunk drivers is going 

on the books in Illinois. Repeat D-U-I offenders will have to use a device that tests their blood 

alcohol before they can start the car for five years instead of one.  

Crime: 

October 16, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chicago Police nabbed a suspect accused of 

slashing a woman’s face on the CTA. Police say the man was trying to steal the woman’s cell 

phone. A bystander saw the attack, called police and helped authorities catch the offender. 

October 22, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – The FBI is offering a 5-thousand-dollar reward to 

catch a bank robber. The robber is dubbed the “North Center Bandit” because he’s believed 

responsible for at least four robberies in the North Center neighborhood since late August.  

October 23, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Police are warning drivers in the Bridgeport 

neighborhood to be careful where they park. Authorities report a spike in catalytic converter 

thefts. Police say the converters are easy money for criminals because they contain precious 

metals.  

October 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) –Police are investigating a deadly workplace shooting in 

suburban Bolingbrook. Two people were found dead in the office building but only one was 

believed to be an employee. Schools and other businesses were on lockdown for a time while 

police searched the area.  

October 27, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A Schaumburg gymnastics coach is charged with 

sexually assaulting two girls with special needs. Authorities say the coach assaulted the girls 



during a gymnastic competition in Atlanta last year. The coach is awaiting extradition to Georgia 

to face charges.  

November 3, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chicago Police are looking for the killer of a 9 

year old boy. Tyshawn Lee was gunned down near his home. Police believe the boy may have 

been intentionally targeted because of gang ties to his family.  

November 5, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Religious and community leaders are offering a 5-

thousand dollar reward for information about the murder of an aspiring model. 20 year old Kayln 

Pryor was killed in a shooting after visiting her grandparents in the Englewood neighborhood. 

She recently won a Chicago modeling contest and was finalizing a contract with an agency.  

November 16, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Prosecutors say a Chicago teenager killed her 

newborn baby to hide her pregnancy from her parents. The girl is accused of throwing her infant 

from an 8
th

 floor window. Prosecutors say she gave birth to a mixed race child and feared her 

parents’ reaction.  

November 20, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The wife of disgraced Police Lieutenant Joe 

Gliniewicz is going to court to contest a ruling freezing her family’s bank accounts. Prosecutors 

froze those accounts while investigating whether her husband funneled money from the Police 

Department. 

November 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Chicago Police Officer accused of shooting and 

killing Laquan McDonald will be formally charged. The charges come as police prepare to 

release the disturbing video of the killing of McDonald who was shot 16 times.  

December 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Thieves got away with a major haul during a heist at 

a Magnificent Mile store.  Police say the thieves stole an alligator skin jacket worth 95-thousand-

dollars. The suspects are also believed responsible for hitting another luxury shop and stealing 

two jackets worth 10-thousand –dollars.  

December 22, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A man is charged with a violent assault near a 

Rogers Park CTA stop. The man is accused of following a woman off the train and forcing her to 

a secluded area where she was attacked at gunpoint. The man walked into an alderman’s office 

and turned himself in.  

December 24, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A prominent rap artist was shot and seriously 

injured on the Southwest Side. The rapper known as “King Louie” was sitting in a car when 

someone opened fire, shooting him in the head. His management team says he’s stabilized and 

awake.  

December 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Chicago Police responding to a call for help shot 

and killed two people on the West Side. A man called police saying he was being threatened by 



his son. Officers on the scene opened fire killing the son and accidently striking a neighbor 

woman.  

Health: 

October 2, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The DeKalb County Health Department is putting out 

an alert about the mumps. A Northern Illinois student was diagnosed with mumps. The viral 

disease is infectious and causes swollen glands in the jaw and cheek area.  

October 15, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A major new report suggests calcium and Vitamin 

“D” pills do not help prevent colon cancer. North Carolina researchers say the supplements have 

no impact on growths that can lead to the disease. Researchers called their findings surprising. 

Three earlier studies had different results.  

October 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The American Cancer Society says women don’t 

need a mammogram until age 45. Some breast cancer survivors don’t approve of the new 

guidelines. Many say their cancer would have gone unchecked if they’d waited until 45. 

October 27, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – There’s some sobering news for bacon lovers today. 

New research says bacon, sausage, ham and hot dogs pose the same risk as tobacco. A new study 

says salted, cured meats are now linked to colon and stomach cancer. The American Meat 

Institute calls the report alarmist.  

October 2, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – It turns out being married is good for heart surgery 

patients. A new study found that heart patients with spouses lived longer. A surgeon says heart 

surgery is stressful and can cause depression and having a spouse can counter those effects. 

November 5, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new study says children of stressed out parents 

are more likely to be obese. Researchers compared the obesity rates of children in several cities 

with their parents stress levels and home and work. Children whose parents had three or more 

stress factors had higher rates of obesity.  

November 6, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Qualifying patients and caregivers will soon be able 

to buy medical marijuana in Illinois. Eight dispensaries across the state will open next week – 

including four in suburban Chicago. So far, about 33-hundred patients qualify for the program.   

November 17, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a)- A diminished sense of smell may be the first sign of 

memory problems. A Mayo clinic study found older adults with the worst smell test scores were 

more than twice as likely to begin having mild memory problems.  

November 20, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The Food and Drug Administration says 

genetically modified salmon is safe to eat. The F-D-A approved the fish for human consumption 

and said there’s no difference in the salmon’s nutritional profile.  



December 3, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) - Therapy dogs visited students at Roosevelt University 

to help them deal with the stress of finals. Experts say animal therapy can help with many health 

issues including anxiety, depression and fatigue. Visitors from Japan observed the session so 

they can start a similar program.  

December 4, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Chipotle says it’s stepping up its food safety 

inspections. An e-coli outbreak has now reached nine states, including Illinois. 52 people came 

down with the illness after eating at the restaurant. The Centers for Disease Control still doesn’t 

know which ingredient was tainted.  

December 18, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – In a major reversal, the University of Chicago says 

it will open an adult trauma center at its Hyde Park campus. For years, community leaders on the 

South Side have called for the new hospital. This means those in need of critical help won’t have 

to travel miles away to trauma centers.  

December 18, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There’s new evidence that concussions can have 

long lasting effects on children. Researchers looked at 8 to 10 year olds with sports related 

concussions and found they still had impaired brain function two years after the injury. The 

children also had problems with memory, focus and impulse control.  

December 23, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – New research finds night shift workers are more 

likely to be involved in a drowsy driving crash. Nearly half of the night shift workers tested in a 

controlled study almost crashed during a road test. More than half said they nodded off behind 

the wheel at least once a week.  

December 28, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A new study finds that for the first time in more 

than three decades, childhood asthma rates are no longer increasing. The rate peaked in 2009 

with 9.7 percent of U.S. children having asthma. It’s now down to 8.3 percent.  

Consumer: 

October 13, 2015– (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Beginning next year, Playboy Magazine says it will 

no longer publish fully nude photos of its female models.  The magazine, which has its roots in 

Chicago, says it wants to appeal to millennials with more in depth articles and provocative rather 

than nude photos.  

October 14, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – There’s a recall on a brand of spinach. Dole is 

voluntarily recalling some bagged spinach because of possible salmonella contamination. The 

suspect bags were sold in 13 states, most on the East Coast and Midwest. So far, no illnesses 

have been reported.  

October 16, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Commuters who use Union Station can expect some 

changes with a modern makeover. The plan calls for an update of the Canal Street entrance and 



the concourse areas. The 14 million dollar renovation also calls for a business class passenger 

lounge.  

October 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The ride-share company Uber says it wants to 

recruit thousands of new drivers in the Chicago area. Uber is working with the Urban League in 

Chicago to host a recruitment fair targeting the city’s South and West Sides.  

October 30, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There’s a new safety warning for Honda drivers. The 

auto giant is recalling more than 300-thousand Honda Accords from 2008 and 2009. There’s an 

issue with the air bag that can cause them to inflate if the door is slammed too hard.  

November 12, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Lottery ticket sales in Illinois hit a new low last 

month. The dip happened after lottery officials announced they would delay paying off winnings 

over 600 dollars because of the ongoing state budget crisis.  

November 20, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – The electric car maker Tesla is announcing its 

largest recall in its history. The company is recalling its entire fleet of model “s” sedans –that’s 

about 90-thousand vehicles. The recall involves front seat belts which may become disconnected.  

November 20, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – There may really be a link to money and 

happiness after all. Harvard researchers say it just depends on what you buy with it. The study 

say spending money on experiences such as vacations can bring happiness as opposed to 

spending on more stuff.  

November 23, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago area traffic is the worst. A new study from 

the American Highway Users Alliance says a stretch of I-90 is the biggest bottleneck in the 

country. The area is between the Jane Byrne interchange and the Edens Junction.  

November 25, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The rideshare service Uber can now start picking 

up passengers from O’Hare and Midway Airports. Taking a Uber-X from O’Hare to downtown 

will cost about 28-dollars while the fare from Midway is about 23-dollars.  

December 10, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Some one million bottles of iced tea are being 

recalled. The makers of “Sweet Leaf Iced Tea” issued the recall amid concerns glass fragments 

may be in the products. The recall affects 6 flavors in 16 ounce bottles.  

December 17, 2015 –(CBS 2 News at 5p) – Career experts say knowing more than one 

language can improve your chances of landing a new job. A government report says the demand 

for interpreters and translators is skyrocketing and openings in the field are expected to continue. 

Global business is the driving force behind the increase.  

December 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Gas prices have dropped to their lowest point in 

nearly seven years. Triple A says the national average just dipped under two dollars a gallon. The 



average in Chicago is a bit higher - $2-dollars and 31 cents a gallon. Prices expected to fall even 

lower in January.  

December 29, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – There’s good news for Red Line riders. The CTA 

says the entire system is now equipped with 4G wireless coverage giving riders access to free 

high speed internet. The Blue Line got the expanded service earlier this year.  

December 30, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Macy’s recalling thousands of frying pans 

because pieces are flying off and causing injuries. The frying pans are part of the Martha Stewart 

collection. There’ve been several reports of metal discs coming off the pan and hitting people.  

Diversity: 

October 13, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Palatine High School could lose federal funding over 

a locker room controversy. A transgendered student wants unrestricted access to the girl’s locker 

room and has filed a federal complaint. The school offered the student a private changing area 

but federal officials say the school is in violation.  

October 22, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A local charity is helping adults with disabilities 

realize their dreams. Neumann Family Services held its annual fundraising gala today. The group 

helps disabled adults gain independence by providing training, job placement and group housing.  

October 23, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A moving tribute was held to remember Chicago 

native Milton Olive. He was the first African American to earn the Congressional Medal of 

Honor in Vietnam. Members of his squad reunited for the first time since Vietnam to honor 

Olive for saving their lives.  

October 27, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Graffiti vandals are targeting some non-Latino 

businesses in the Pilsen neighborhood in an apparent fear of gentrification. The vandals are 

putting stickers on a coffee shop whose owner is white–claiming neighborhood changes might 

lead to an increase in rent and drive out longtime residents.  

October 30, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The much anticipated Spike Lee movie about Chicago 

now has a release date. The movie, “Chi-raq” premieres in theaters on December 4
th

. The movie 

made national headlines because of its controversial title putting a spotlight on Chicago violence.  

November 3, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A new study shows Americans are becoming less 

religious. The Pew research poll shows 89 percent of Americans say they believe in God but 

that’s down from 92-percent in a similar study done in 2007. Only 27 percent of Millennials go 

to church on a regular basis.  

November 12, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 6p) – A group of young Cuban musicians is visiting 

Chicago this week. The students are performing with the Chicago Jazz Philharmonic orchestra at 



the Auditorium Theater. The young musicians are also touring Chicago and hoping their visit 

helps strengthen relations between the two countries.  

November 25, 2015-(CBS 2 News at 5p) - The Chicago Urban League is calling for the firing 

of Chicago Police Superintendent Garry McCarthy over the LaQuan McDonald case. They are 

also calling for the resignation of States Attorney Anita Alvarez. A Chicago police officer fired 

16 shots at McDonald in the killing caught on video.  

November 26, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Amid the debate surrounding Syrian refugees 

coming to America,  Mayor Emanuel participated in an early Thanksgiving dinner to welcome 

90 refugees to Chicago. Several aldermen joined in and served dinner to the families at the 

American Islamic College. 

December 10, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Local religious leaders are taking a stand in support 

of Muslims. The Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council gathered to raise concerns of 

discrimination against Muslim. The council represents eleven Christian and Jewish organizations 

in the Chicago area.  

December 11, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – One of the most beloved traditions in Chicago’s 

Hispanic community is underway in the northwest suburbs. 200-thousand Catholics are expected 

to participate in the annual pilgrimage at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Des Plaines. 

Many of the participants walk or kneel for hours as part of their tribute.  

December 18, 2015 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A suburban girl with Autism gets a big thrill to 

meet her hockey hero. The 11 year old girl is a big fan of the Chicago Wolves hockey team, 

especially the referees. She was invited to a game and was surprised with a jersey and a chance 

on the ice for a special picture.  

December 21, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The holidays will be a bit brighter for hundreds of 

children in the Englewood community. More than 300 kids were invited to the “I Grow 

Chicago’s” annual Christmas present giveaway. The nonprofit treated the children and their 

parents to cookies and cocoa and a visit with Santa.  

December 29, 2015- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A west suburban family discovered a hate 

message on Christmas morning. Purple swastikas were spray-painted on the window of a home 

under construction in suburban Riverside. Police say the family purchasing the home is of Indian 

descent and may have been targeted.  

 


