
WBBM-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

July 1, 2017 – September 30, 2017 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGMENT, REFLECT OUR SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED 

COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OF 

July 1, 2017 THROUGH September 30, 2017 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4:30 – 7:00AM;  

CBS 2 NEWS, MONDAY-FRIDAY [30 minutes], 11AM, 5PM, 6PM & 10PM  

 

ON WEEKENDS 

CBS 2 MORNING NEWS, SATURDAY 5-6:00AM & 8-9:00AM; and SUNDAY 5-8:00AM 

CBS 2 EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 5PM and 10-11:00PM 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Alex Scott: A Stand For Hope 2017, Sun, 07/23/17 at 11:00am-11:30am,  

This 30-minute award winning documentary tells the story of Alexandra Scott, who, at 4 years 

old, began a national movement when she established a lemonade stand in her front yard to raise 

money for cancer research.  Since that time, thousands of volunteers host Lemonade Days 

throughout the country to help fight childhood cancer.  Alex’s touching story is told by her 

parents, Liz and Jay Scott, her medical team at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and many of 

the people who have been touched by her life.  The program also focuses on how Alex has 

affected and improved the lives of other young cancer patients, bringing them hope and 

determination in the face of life-threatening disease. 

 



Government: 

July 5, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) - Two Cook County Commissioner want to create a new 

County municipal identification card. John Fritchey and “Chuy” Garcia plan to introduce 

legislation for the new card. They say it would help residents access services better and provide a 

valid form of ID for daily activities.  

July 7, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – After two years without a budget, Illinois finally has a 

spending plan. Seventy-one lawmakers voted in favor of the budget just enough needed for 

approval. The budget means thousands of workers can go back to work and lottery tickets are on 

sale again.  

July 11, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – School Superintendents across the state are worried about 

having enough cash to open classrooms in the fall. The Governor is threatening to veto a 

spending plan on education funding. He says the current bill favors Chicago and he wants one 

more equitable to the state.  

July 14, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – More than 300 Cook County workers are out of a job now 

that the soda tax is stalled. Retailers went to court to block the tax they say will put an unfair 

burden on their sales. Supporters say the added revenue will also help battle the obesity crisis.  

July 22, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The Democratic candidates for governor are having 

their say. Seven of the eight Democratic hopefuls attended a public discussion at Prairie State 

College in Chicago Heights. The candidates took questions ranging from education and pensions 

to the state’s minimum wage.  

August 2, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The new Cook County tax on sweetened beverages 

went into effect today. Retailers fought in court to stop the tax saying it was bad for their 

business. The County says the tax will add up to tens of millions of much needed revenue to 

keep services on track.  

August 23, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White, the state’s top 

vote getter, is getting behind J.B. Pritzker in the Democratic race for governor. There are at least 

eight candidates in the race. White says he believes the state will benefit from Pritzker’s 

leadership.  

August 24, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – There is another shakeup to report in Governor 

Rauner’s office. The Governor fired several staffers over a cartoon many consider racist. The 

cartoon portrayed an African American boy seemingly begging for education funding. The 

Illinois Policy Institute, where the staffers all worked, produced the cartoon.  

August 25, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Government officials in Washington are monitoring 

developments in Texas as Hurricane Harvey approaches in land. Homeland Security is in close 

contact with FEMA and say they are prepared to assist state and local first responders.  



August 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Governor Rauner vetoed a bill that would have 

raised the state’s minimum wage to $15 an hour by 2022. He argues it would hurt businesses and 

reduce jobs. He also vetoed a workers compensation bill saying it doesn’t represent real reform.  

September 6, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Illinois is joining the legal battle to keep DACA in 

place. Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan is filing suit to continue protection for students to 

work and study in America without the threat of deportation. She estimates there are 42-thousand 

students who could lose work permits.  

September 12, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The battle over Cook County’s Sweetened 

Beverage Tax shows no signs of fizzling out. Opponents are holding a rally today to protest the 

tax and push for a repeal. Business say the tax is affecting sales. Supporters say it’s helping solve 

the budget crunch and easing the obesity crisis.  

September 12, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Former Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich is 

speaking out from behind bars. In his first prison interview, Blagojevich sat down with Chicago 

Magazine. He talks about his job in the prison kitchen and teaching history classes for inmates. 

While he admits mistakes, the former Governor is still adamant that he didn’t break the law.  

September 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – More state lawmakers are saying goodbye to 

Springfield and leaving office. More than two dozen state legislators either have resigned during 

the current session or say they won’t seek re-election. Observers say it’s driven by stressful 

budget woes and lack of political compromise.  

September 26, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Illinois Congressman Luis Gutierrez disputes 

President Trump’s claim that the administration is doing a great job with relief for Puerto Rico. 

Gutierrez says the island remains mostly without power and in need of food, water and fuel. He’s 

calling for an emergency airlift with aid.  

 

Crime: 

July 7, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Dozens of car burglaries in a matter of hours in Wheaton. 

Police say all the crimes have one thing in common – unlocked vehicles. Thieves hit more than 

30 cars before the sun came up, taking anything they found inside. Several other suburbs have 

seen a rash of car burglaries as well.  

July 10, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Chicago Police found several people passed out on the 

street and it is due to bad heroin. Narcotic officers and Health Department officials are on alert 

after multiple overdose reports from people who say they got free samples. At least eight people 

are in the hospital.    



July 20, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) -A Chicago Police 911 dispatcher shot an 18-year-old 

woman during a traffic dispute on the South Side. Investigators say the two got into an argument 

that turned physical when the dispatcher pulled out a gun. Both women are in the hospital in 

stable condition.  

July 24, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A new warning for people who use the 606 Trail. Police 

say robbers are targeting bikers and pedestrians in the Ravenswood neighborhood. Chicago 

Police are looking for two armed men in the crimes wanted for beatings and robberies.  

July 30, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A 41 year old woman is dead following a hit-run 

accident on the near West Side. Family members say a car hit the woman, who was standing in 

the bike land, and kept going. Police are asking anyone with information to come forward.  

August 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Police are investigating a vicious attack on a disabled 

man in the Calumet Heights neighborhood. The victim told police he answered his door when 

three people tried to get him to change his energy provider. When he refused, the three attacked 

him.  

August 24, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Police and federal law enforcement are investigating 

the theft of several weapons at a sports shop in Northwest Indiana. Surveillance video shows two 

men in hoodies breaking into the Valparaiso store and leaving with several guns.  

August 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Police are searching for two inmates who escaped 

custody of the Kenosha County Sheriff. Both prisoners were on work release and did not return 

to the jail when they finished their assignments. When captured, both men face additional 

charges for the escape.  

August 30, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A Chicago Public School teacher is accused of dealing 

ammunition and gun accessories to an FBI informant. The teacher worked at a South Side school 

and faces charges of supplying guns to a minor and a convicted felon. CPS says the teacher will 

not return to the classroom.  

August 30, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – An off duty Chicago Police officer shot and killed a 

man trying to rob him in south suburban Hazel Crest. Investigators say the officer went to the 

suburb to purchase a computer he found for sale online. It turned out to be ploy to rob the person 

buying the computer. Several agencies are investigating the fatal shooting.  

September 15, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A former Northwestern University professor 

and a British national face charges for the grisly murder of a River North man. The victim was 

the professor’s boyfriend. He suffered more than 70 stab wounds. Prosecutors say the crime was 

part of a sexual fantasy.   



September 20, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A 13-year-old boy is recovering after a shooting 

on the South Side. Police say it happened in the Jeffrey Manor neighborhood. Police are looking 

for suspects but no one is in custody.  

September 22, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Five Wheaton College football players face 

charges in a hazing scandal. The teammates face charges for an incident involving a freshman 

player who was allegedly abused. All of the players have turned themselves into authorities and 

go to court next month.  

September 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – The FBI is looking for the man who set up a bomb 

at the East Chicago Post Office. Authorities describe the suspect as six-feet-tall with a thin build 

and approximately 30 years old. One postal worker was injured but police have no motive for the 

blast.  

September 27, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Police are searching for robbers in a lakefront 

attack. A 23-year-old man told police he was hanging out behind Shedd Aquarium when a group 

attacked him. After the robbery, they threw him in the lake but was able to swim back and go for 

help.   

 

Consumer 

July 7, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A beloved charity that pairs special needs children with 

therapy horses is facing eviction and an uncertain future. The program, “Ready, Set, Ride” serves 

70 special needs children but the property they’ve been using since 2001 is now in foreclosure. If 

the charity can’t work out an agreement, the program will close.  

July 10, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Amazon customers are swooping up online deals on 

Prime Day. Amazon is offering discounts on thousands of items for its prime membership 

customers. Analysts say the annual sale gives the company a massive sales bump.  

July 12, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430) – On the heels of its bankruptcy filing, retailer Gymboree 

is closing 350 stores. Chicago area stores will closes including those in several suburbs. The 

children’s clothing store says it will continue to operate with its existing stores.  

July 22, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – At least 15 thousand Pokemon players converged on 

Grant Park for a first time festival. Technical problems plagued the sold-out event leaving many 

players unable to get the virtual reality game to work on their phones. Long lines also meant 

hundreds waiting hours just to get inside the park.  

July 28, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Wells Fargo will refund 80 million dollars to customers 

who may have been forced to buy extra auto insurance they didn’t need. The bank is already 

under fire for opening unauthorized accounts.  



August 2, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – A massive crowd turned out for a hiring fair at a 

suburban Amazon warehouse. The retailer is looking to fill 2,500 jobs in the Chicago area. 

Hundreds of people waiting for hours outside the Romeoville warehouse for a shot at one of the 

new jobs.  

August 10, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – The Post Office is looking to raise the price of 

postage stamps again. The Post Office is asking regulators to give them more freedom to raise 

rates to cover the cost of new trucks. It’s not clear how much the 49-cents stamp would go up. 

August 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Workplace experts say eclipse watching will take a 

toll. It’s estimated U.S. employers will lose millions of dollars as people stop to watch the 

eclipse at work. In comparison, companies lose nearly two billion dollars during March 

Madness.  

August 24, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new study from CareerBuilder says more workers 

are struggling to make ends meet. The report found 78-percent of workers say they are living 

paycheck to paycheck. It finds even one and 10 people making over 100-thousand-dollars a year 

are behind in their bills.  

August 30, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Target Stores is introducing its own line of wine. The 

new wine line will feature three white wines and two reds and sell for 5-dollars a bottle. Experts 

say Target is looking to compete with Trader Joe’s and its popular line of wines.  

September 12, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A new study points to the danger of sitting too 

much through the day. Researchers say those who sit the most had twice the risk of dying over a 

four-year period. The study says sitting for longer periods can consequences on blood sugar and 

other negative impacts.  

September 12, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The Field Museum is looking to raise ticket prices 

for next year. Under the proposal, admission fees would go up about $2 for residents as well as 

out of towners. The museum says the extra revenue is needed to help provide a world-class 

experience.  

September 19, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – There is more bad news about the Equifax data 

breach. The current breach affecting 143 million Americans apparently isn’t the first one for the 

credit monitoring company. It’s been revealed the company also suffered a security breach last 

March.  

September 26, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – A big recall for jogging baby strollers. Delta 

Enterprises is recalling 28-thousand jogging strollers because of a problem with the wheel. The 

company says the problem could cause children to fall out of the strollers. Target and Walmart 

stores sold the recalled models in 2015 and 2016.  



September 28, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Skunks are public enemy number one in Vernon 

Hills. The skunk problem is so bad, the village is now willing to pay residents to trap them and 

remove them. The town is paying residents 75-dollars for each skunk they capture but there are 

restrictions. Residents must use a licensed trapper that usually cost about 125-dollars.  

 

Health: 

July 4, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 11a) – New research suggest people with shingles are more likely 

to have a heart attack and stroke. Doctors say the reactivation of the Chicken Pox virus raises the 

risk for a shingles outbreak. The Centers for Disease Control says nearly one third of Americans 

develop shingles in their lifetime.  

July 6, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – University of Wisconsin researchers say sleep problems 

may be a sign people are at risk of developing Alzheimer’s Disease. Researchers found that 

people who reported bad sleep and daytime sleepiness and more biological markers for 

Alzheimer’s disease. One in three in Americans say they don’t get enough sleep.  

July 14, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – There are new questions about chemicals found in some 

mac and cheese products. Researchers say a chemical used during processing can get into the 

powder product and lead to a hormone disruption. They say the greatest risk is to pregnant 

women and children.  

July 25, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – There is startling new evidence about the dangers of 

concussions. The brains of more than 100 NFL players test positive for traumatic encephalopathy 

or CTE. One case was that of former Chicago Bear Dave Duerson of the Super Bowl 

championship team. His family donated his brain following his suicide.  

July 29, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 10p) – Healthcare activists say the Senate rejecting the repeal of 

Obamacare isn’t the end of their fight. Dozens of people gathered in Federal Plaza for a “Day of 

Action” in Chicago. They’re calling on Congress to protect access to healthcare for millions of 

Americans.  

August 8, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new study points to the need for getting a good 

night sleep. Quebec researchers say regularly sleeping less than six hours a night is as bad as 

binge drinking. The study finds chronic lack of sleep can also severely damage your brain and 

make you less able to focus and complete tasks.  

August 10, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The DuPage County Health Department is sending 

out an advisory about West Nile Virus. Authorities report an increase in the number of mosquitos 

testing positive for the disease. So far, there has been one confirmed human case in the County.  



August 11, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A warning from veterinarians about a potentially 

deadly disease your dog could get and spread to owners. Leptospirosis is a bacteria commonly 

passed from the urine of rodents to dogs. Experts say the disease can also spread to humans and 

doctors report an uptick of cases.  

August 23, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Vitamins could be raising the risk of lung cancer for 

some men. Ohio State University researchers found men taking higher doses of Vitamin B-6 and 

B-12 nearly doubled their risk of lung cancer. The risk was even greater for men who smoked.  

August 30, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 6p) – The wait for a new kidney is over for Chicago Police 

Superintendent Eddie Johnson. The Superintendent arrived at Rush Medical Center where will 

undergo surgery to receive a donated kidney from his son. Johnson has suffered from kidney 

disease for several years.  

September 6, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A Chicago health center is seeing a dramatic jump 

in syphilis cases among its patients. The Howard Brown center says that in 2016 its clinics 

detected 303 new syphilis cases. That’s an increase of 28 percent from 2015. Doctors worry that 

some are just not taking the disease very seriously.  

September 14, 2017– (CBS 2 News at 11a) – There’s a possible new link between low Vitamin 

D levels and Multiple Sclerosis. Researchers studied Vitamin D levels in more than 800 

thousand women. They found more than half of the women who developed M-S were Vitamin D 

deficient.  

September 19, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – An Australian study says taking a break from 

your diet might actually help you lose weight. Researchers say taking a two-week break can 

reboot your metabolism. In a study, dieters who took the break lost an average of 17 pounds 

more and kept it off longer.  

September 22, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – Doctors may have the answer to getting a good 

cardio workout without the wear and tear on your joints. An underwater treadmill could be the 

solution. Researchers say the underwater treadmill provides low impact, high resistance training 

and allows increased flexibility.  

 

Diversity: 

July 13, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – A new report shows more women moving into jobs 

traditionally held by men and vice versa. Career-Builder says the women are increasingly 

becoming chemists, veterinarians and even private investigators. More men are elementary 

school teachers, cooks and physicians’ assistants.  



July 18, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A young man could be deported because he says Chicago 

Police call him a gang member. Luis Pedrote Salinas has been in Chicago since he was five years 

old. His attorneys says Chicago Police falsely put him in a gang database following an arrest. He 

vows to go to federal court to fight for the correction.  

July 25, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Chicago is now home to the best high school mariachi 

band in the country. The Chicago Mariachi Project won first place at the 27th annual Mariachi 

competition in New Mexico.  

July 28, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) - Critics say Cirque du Soleil’s new show in Chicago is a 

celebration of Mexico like no other. The circus show, Luzia is described as moving and 

emotional and deeply rooted in Mexican culture.  

July 29, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The 29th annual GhanaFest included traditional dancers 

and a parade of chiefs in Washington Park. The festival included plenty of traditional foods, art 

and jewelry. Governor Rauner even got into the mood and donned a traditional robe to help 

celebrate the culture.  

August 8, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Marine boot camp may soon become coed. The 

Marine Corp is looking into a new plan allowing women to attend combat training and boot 

camp alongside males. The Marine Corp is the only branch of armed services that separates the 

sexes for training.  

August 11, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – The West Chicago library will keep a book on the 

LGBT community on the shelves in its children’s section. The book, “This Day in June” 

celebrates Gay Pride and unity. Several people wanted the book moved to the adult section.  

August 14, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Singer Jennifer Hudson was back home in Chicago to 

hand out school supplies to needy students. Each year, Hudson holds the back to school fair to 

honor her murdered nephew Julian King. The boy along with Hudson’s mother was shot to death 

in 2008 in Chicago.  

August 23, 2017- (CBS 2 News at 5p) – On the day she was to be deported to Mexico, a mother 

of six is taking sanctuary in a Chicago church. The woman entered the US illegally but has been 

working and seeking US citizenship for 15 years. Her husband and four of her children all US 

citizens.  

August 23, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – The South Side could get a new park and parking 

garage as part of the new Obama Presidential Center. Developers say plans call for part of the 

garage to be underground with a park on the top level. An existing memorial at that location will 

stay and be part of the development.  

 



September 18, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 10p) – A Chicago girl is making history in Hollywood. 

During last night’s Emmy Awards, actress and writer Lena Waithe became the first black woman 

to win an Emmy for comedy writing. Waithe, who grew up on the South Side and Evanston, is a 

Columbia College graduate.  

September 20, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 5p) – A 97 year old veteran from suburban _______ 

gets an international honor for his service. The French Consulate made the veteran-s a Knight in 

the French Legion of Honor for his service during World War II. The vet flew 35 missions and 

helped liberate France.  

September 22, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 11a) – Chicago Tribune critic Chris Jones is singing the 

praises of a new production celebrating the music of R&B and jazz legend Louis Jordan. The 

musical, “Five Guys Named Moe” is underway at the Court Theater in Hyde Park. The revue 

tells the story how Jordan’s music influenced rock n’ roll.  

September 26, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 430a) – Two Chicago police officers are in hot water for 

expressing their view in the NFL anthem protests. In an Instagram post, the officers are seen 

kneeling, in uniform, at a South Side police station. Both officers were reprimanded because it’s 

against policy to make a political statement while in uniform.  

September 27, 2017 – (CBS 2 News at 6p) – Hollywood star Mark Wahlberg is lending a hand 

to the Chicago Archdiocese. Cardinal Cupich will join Wahlberg at an event next month at the 

UIC Pavilion intended to encourage young people to attend Mass regularly.  

 


