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The following programming was produced at WMMT, by station staff, except as noted.

October 13, 1800 8 minutes

A feature story in WMMT’s biweekly news magazine, Mountain News & World Report, WMMT’s
Parker Hobson looks ahead to the 42nd annual Celebration of Traditional Music (CTM). In this
story, we speak with Sam Gleaves of Berea College’s Loyal Jones Appalachian Center about
the CTM, arts and culture, and we hear select performances from the festival’s long history
(including a rare, lovely clip of Jean Ritchie & Roscoe Holcomb singing together).

October 26, 1816 6 minutes

In WMMT biweekly news magazine Mountain News & World Report, WMMT's Mimi Pickering
reports on the ‘Start-up Challenge,’ a competition aimed at helping entrepreneurs and small
businesses get established in eastern Kentucky. Pickering speaks with competition hosts, the
Kentucky Innovation Network & the University of Pikeville.

October 26, 1822 8 minutes

A feature in WMMT’s biweekly news magazine, WMMT broadcast a segment from a
prerecorded talk with a legendary figure in eastern Kentucky health care: Eula Hall. As the
founder of the Mud Creek Clinic in Floyd County, Eula has gained national fame as a fighter for
the rights of low-income mountain people. Hall was joined by Kiran Bhatraju, author of a recent
book, Mud Creek Medicine: the Life of Eula Hall and the Fight for Appalachia. In this segment,
Eula recounts an episode from her early life that illustrates some of the medical needs she has
spent so much of her life working to meet.

November 12, 1800 11.5 minutes

A feature in Mountain News & World Report, WMMT’s Mimi Pickering covers a new regional
initiative: Led by the Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative, 17 school districts are
collaborating with a variety of partners in a new program called the Appalachian Renaissance
Initiative, or ARI. One of ARI’s goals is to encourage local rural teachers to use project-based
learning in their classrooms.

November 24, 1802 11 minutes



According to recent employment figures, in September of 2011, there were about 14,300 coal
workers in eastern Kentucky. As of this fall, that number had dropped to just about 5,800. Low
natural gas prices, the high cost of mining here in central Appalachia, and emissions regulations
at power plants have all played a role in the sharp decline of the coal industry in southeast
Kentucky— making employment an ever present issue in the region. Taking this into account,
the feature story for WMMT’s magazine discusses how one Appalachian community (Elkhorn
City, KY) is trying to find ways to diversify its economy. WMMT’s Kelli Haywood interviews Tim
Belcher of the Elkhorn City Heritage Council to learn more about how the city looked to
capitalize on its natural assets.

December 8, 1803 7 minutes

WMMT’s Kelli Haywood and Mimi Pickering bring interviews and discussion in this episode of
Mountain News & World Report: Some two dozen local government entities–many of them
unanimously–have recently passed resolutions calling for major federal investment to revive
central Appalachia’s economy. On Wednesday, December 2nd, the Appalachian Renaissance
Initiative (ARI) Student Senate became the latest group to unanimously pass a resolution in
support of the White House’s proposed ‘Power+ Plan.’ Among other initiatives, Power+ would
allocate $1 billion in federal money to put people to work in coalfield communities by cleaning up
abandoned mine sites. The ARI senate that passed the resolution is composed of junior and
senior high school students from 17 school districts across the region. This coverage digs into
why these students–who stand to inherit this region–felt this resolution was important.

December 8, 1815 12 minutes

Addressing community issues of health and economy, WMMT’s Kelli Haywood interviews Cindy
Adams and Nicholas Potter, two young business owners in Pike County. Both of their
businesses–Adams’s Evolation Yoga Kentucky and Potter’s CrossFit Experior–are not only
creating jobs, but attempting to rebuild the health of their communities at the same time. Though
they’re doing it in very different ways, Adams and Potter are striving toward the same goals with
similar strategies.

December 14, 1800 1 hour 7 minutes

Across WMMT’s listening area of southeast Kentucky, southwest Virginia, and southern West
Virginia, there are 6 prisons, both state and federal. For over a decade now, WMMT’s Calls
from Home show has provided a lifeline for communication between those incarcerated in our
mountains and their families, often very far away. In this edition of WMMT’s Mountain Talk, we
hear a Part I of a new, special radio documentary project: Restorative Radio, which was
produced in conjunction with Calls from Home. Over the past four months, WMMT producer
Sylvia Ryerson has worked with family members of people who are incarcerated in two local



“supermax” facilities here in southwest Virginia. She has helped these family members produce
long-form “audio postcards” for broadcast here on WMMT, to be heard over the radio by their
loved ones nearby. These radio pieces capture voices, music, and everyday sounds from home.

There are three stories featured in the broadcast. The first comes from Essie Manns, Christa
Roseboro, and family in Roanoke, Va., and to be heard by their grandson and son, DeVaughn,
at Red Onion State Prison. The second piece comes from Shenita Butler of Norfolk, Va., and
was created for her fiancee, Latrell, at Wallens Ridge State Prison. The final story comes from
Bonnie Turner and family in Chesapeake, Va., and was created for her son, Jay, also at
Wallens Ridge State prison.

December 21, 1803 12 minutes

In this edition of Mountain News & World Report, WMMT’s Mimi Pickering reports on the efforts
of the AppalTree Project and their Appalachians Cooking Together classes held in Whitesburg,
Kentucky. The AppalTree Project works to increase access to healthy food in eastern Kentucky.
Based on community feedback, the AppalTree Project found one of the areas of present need is
healthy cooking classes for adults.

December 21, 1815 12 minutes

In this edition of Mountain News & World Report, Kelli Haywood speaks with the Letcher County
Food Pantry and volunteers with the grassroots pantry project the Free Community Dinner at
First Christian Church in Pikeville. Both efforts are making tremendous strides within their
communities in addressing the needs of the hungry, but are going about it in very different and
effective ways. Volunteers with the programs see their work as duplicable and something that
should be more prominent in the region.


