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Section I. Issues

1. Foster Care and adoption- Sadly, the Lubbock and South Plains area has some of the highest rates of 
child abuse in the State of Texas. This has led to groups taking in children and attempting to find them 
loving homes whether it’s temporary or permanent.

2. Healthcare- Whether it’s pregnancy, kidney disease, end of life care, or abuse, health care is an 
important part of every community. We spoke with organizations tackling the issues and doing great work 
in our community.

3. After-school Programs- Parents are back to work and kids are back in school and many kids benefit 
from having an afterschool program they can attend.

4. Employment- Like many cities across the United States, Lubbock is dealing with business closures 
and unemployment that will go up one month and down the next. We spoke with an organization 
attempting to find people better jobs at better pay.

5. Homelessness- Homelessness is becoming a bigger issue in Lubbock. At least one organization we 
spoke with is doing all they can to end chronic homelessness while building homes to support the future 
of those who are currently living on the streets.

Section II. Responsive Programming

Date(s) 
Aired Program Name Description of Issue Discussed Duration  Time  

10/4/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Foster care and Adoption: The Texas 
Boys Ranch is home to kids that would 
be in the Foster Care System. The 
Ranch has programs including foster 
care and adoption. Michael Nudleman 
explained that they, like everyone, have 
been impacted by the coronavirus. 
While volunteers are not allowed on the 
ranch, donations are encouraged. The 
Texas Boys Ranch continues to grow 
and help place children in loving homes. 
Looking ahead, the Texas Boys Ranch 
would like to have more people become 
interested in being house parents. It’s 
rent-free and great for a younger couple 
looking to save money and serve.

30 MINS 6:00 a.m 



10/11/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Employment: Martine Aquirre of 
Workforce Solutions talked about 
employment services and training 
offered for Lubbock residents. Since the 
last time we spoke, unemployment has 
begun to fall again but it’s still high for 
Lubbock due to the coronavirus. 
Martine discussed the current jobs open 
and taking applications as well as how 
people can file for unemployment and 
different ways they can improve their 
resumes while waiting for jobs to come 
back. Aguirre also spoke about child-
care services for those looking for new 
jobs.

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 

10/18/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Medical Care: The Ronald McDonald 
House Charities in Lubbock is an 
organization that gives a place to stay 
for families with a child in a Lubbock 
hospital. Julie Wells told the audience 
that when a family stays at RMHC their 
needs are taken care of. From food to 
transportation, to rooms with people and 
rooms that are quiet, RMHC makes sure 
that families get what they need while 
their child is getting help in the hospital. 
Wells also talked about the RMHC runs 
small rooms at the hospitals and has a 
bus they send out to different parts of 
West Texas.

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 

10/25/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Homelessness: Sgt. Steven Bergen with 
the Lubbock Police Homeless Outreach 
team joined the show along with Justice 
the police dog to talk about 
homelessness in Lubbock and the steps 
the Lubbock Police are taking to attempt 
to keep people off the streets. Bergen 
says part of their job is to connect 
homeless people with services and 
potential housing. Bergen said that 
many in the homeless community now 
reach out to the Lubbock Police when 
they have tips.

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 

11/1/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Healthcare: Alexis Arnold with The 
Inside Out Foundation provides wigs, 
makeup, and medical kits to those 
impacted by cancer and other illnesses. 
The Inside Out Foundation continues to 
serve during the coronavirus. Arnold 
explained how wigs and makeup can go 
a long way in making the healing 

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 



process go by quicker and easier. The 
Inside Out Foundation also provides 
“burn kits” to those who have been 
involved in fires and need help once 
they leave the hospital. Arnold also 
spoke about how the organization is 
turning 10 years old and has helped 
other organizations throughout the 
United States startup with wigs and 
makeup. Arnold also promoted an 
upcoming fundraiser.

11/8/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Hunger: Mary Gerlach with Lubbock 
Meals on Wheels joined us to discuss 
the impact coronavirus has had on 
operations and the desperate need for 
volunteers. Gerlach said collecting 
meals is being done via “drive through” 
and each driver is being given gloves 
and hand sanitizer. Gerlach also told us 
that their routes continue to increase. 
Gerlach also talked about the Easy As 
Pie fundraiser which happens each year 
before Thanksgiving. We also took time 
to discuss the Pet Program

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 

11/15/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

After-school Programs: Kids are back 
in school and while not as many can 
attend the Boys and Girls Club, Tom 
Vermillion joined us to discuss how the 
clubs make a difference in the lives of 
children. Vermillion discussed how the 
Boys and Girls Club can be a safe space 
for kids to do homework or play sports 
with friends. Vermillion says that he 
hopes they can get more kids involved 
in 2021.

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 

11/22/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Kidney Disease: The South Plains 
Kidney Foundation is an organization in 
Lubbock spreading awareness of kidney 
disease and issues in Lubbock. Amie 
Duemer joined us to discuss the signs of 
kidney disease and the steps you can 
take to help your kidneys. Duemer 
talked about the transplant process and 
how long people can wait before 
receiving a transplant.

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 



11/29/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Severe Weather: Ron Roberts stopped 
by today to discuss severe winter 
weather that we could all see at some 
point during the season. Ron discussed 
how hard it is to predict where it will 
snow and by how much. Ron also 
discussed ways you can be prepared in 
the event of severe weather during the 
winter months in Lubbock.

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 

12/6/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Homelessness: The Salvation Army is a 
very well-known organization 
throughout the United States. This 
week, we spoke with Major David 
Worthy about the work being done in 
Lubbock when it comes to 
homelessness. We also discussed the 
Red Kettle Campaign and how people 
can donate. We also talked about the 
services provided during cold weather 
nights and how the Salvation Army is a 
church that has services each Sunday. 

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 

12/13/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Pregnancy: Audra Cantrell with 
Heartline of Lubbock joined the show to 
discuss how Heartline has been serving 
women and men facing unplanned 
pregnancies in Lubbock. Cantrell 
discussed the different services provided 
for women including counseling and 
even childcare classes. Cantrell told 
listeners that their services are free and 
open to women of all ages facing an 
unplanned pregnancy.

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 

12/20/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Abuse and Counseling: Women’s 
Protective Services is an organization 
that helps women and children escape 
abusive relationships. Steven Garcia 
joined us this week to discuss the steps a 
woman can take to get out of an abusive 
relationship. Garcia also discussed a 
program for kids where WPS goes into 
the schools and talks about unhealthy 
relationships. The goal of course being 
to prevent kids from growing up and 
becoming abusers or abused. Garcia told 
us that Lubbock ISD has now allowed 
WPS back into the schools for their 
presentations. 

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 

12/27/20 This Week In 
Lubbock 

Healthcare: Cheryl Pressely of Hospice 
of Lubbock spoke to the audience about 
hospice care and the fact that Hospice of 

30 MINS 6:00 a.m. 



Lubbock is the only hospice care facility 
in Lubbock that accepts people of all 
ages into their care. Pressely encouraged 
listeners to have the difficult but 
important conversation with loved ones 
about end-of-life care and what that may 
look like for each family. Pressely also 
discussed a military service that 
Hospice of Lubbock offers where 
veterans serve other veterans. We also 
discussed end of year activities like 
Light Up A Life.


