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Section One - Issues

This station has identified the following issues facing our community during this quarter:
 - Health - COVID-19; cost and availability of care; healthy living and local sports opportunities for residents
 - Economy - jobs and economic development, and the effect wrought by COVID-19
 - State/Local Governmental Issues - Election
 - Education and Job Training
 - Mental Health - caring for those with mental health issues, addressing suicide
 - Natural Resources - environmental issues, wildlife management, responsible use of resources
 - Domestic Violence - creating awareness and victim support
 - Social Services - support for financially challenged individuals and families
 - Cultural Heritage
 - Energy Costs and Availability.
 - Public Safety
 - Veteran’s Issues - availability of care and benefits
 - Inclusion - making the community welcoming and safe for all
 - Arts and Culture
 - Disaster Preparedness
 - Service Agencies and Non-Profits - support, and assistance in publicizing needed services they offer

Section Two - Responsive Programs 2

This station has broadcast programming dealing with the above issues as follows. This list of programs does 
not necessarily include all broadcasts that may have addressed the above issues.

Copper Country Today - Aired Weekly on Sunday at 7:00 am

April 5, 2020 - With kids out of school,most likely for the rest of the school year, Copper Country Intermediate 
School District Superintendent George Stockero brought the latest information about how local educators were 
planning to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic (25 minutes - health, education). Dr. Kurt Klemme from Aspirus 
Keweenaw provided advice for families dealing with stress because of the COVID-19 pandemic and stay-at-
home order (25 minutes - health, mental health).

-0-

April 12, 2020 - Kate Beer from the Western Upper Peninsula Health Department discussed the governor’s 
extended Stay Home, Stay Safe order, and updated the status of the fight against COVID-19 in the Keweenaw 
(25 minutes - health). Dr. Colleen Vallad-Hix from Upper Great Lakes Family Health shared advice on 
children’s health, and keeping families safe during the pandemic (25 minutes - health).

-0-



April 19, 2020 - Jeff Ratcliffe, CEO of the Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance, discussed the effect the 
COVID-19 pandemic and shutdown was having on local businesses, and assistance that was available for 
business owners (25 minutes - economy, education and job training). State Senator Ed McBroom shared the 
latest information about the state’s efforts to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. (25 minutes - state 
government, economy, education and job training, disaster preparedness) 

-0-

April 26, 2020 - Leaders of four community service agencies discussed the effects they’re seeing from the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the community, how the services they offer have been affected, and what assistance 
they need to meet the challenge. Guests included Mary Niemela from the Barbara Kettle Gundlach Shelter 
Home, Cathy Aten from Little Brothers-Friends of the Elderly, Krissy Putz from Dial Help, and Brenda DeLacy 
from the Salvation Army. (50 minutes - health, mental health, domestic violence, social services, service 
agencies).
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May 3, 2020 - Kelsey Perdue from the Michigan League for Public Policy reviewed the 2020 Michigan Kids 
Count, with information specific to our area about education and poverty rates. (25 minutes - education, social 
services, state government, economy). Epidemiologist Dr. Kelly Kamm from Michigan Tech provided an update 
about what had been learned so far about the novel coronavirus that’s causing the COVID-19 pandemic. (25 
minutes - health).

-0-

May 10, 2020 - Ryan Heinonen and Dr. Timothy LaBonte from UP Health System-Portage discussed the 
hospital’s COVID-19 readiness, and how they’re providing health care during the pandemic ( 25 minutes - 
health, disaster preparedness). State Representative Greg Markkanen provided an update about what state 
government is doing to fight the COVID-19 outbreak (25 minutes - state government, health, education, 
economy).

-0-

May 17, 2020 - Houghton city manager Eric Waara discussed the city’s new recreational marijuana 
ordinances, problems found with the recent structural inspection of the city’s parking decks, and the financial 
challenges the COVID-19 pandemic presents to the city (25 minutes - local government, economy, social 
services). Keweenaw Convention and Visitors Bureau director Brad Barnett reviewed the recent winter tourism 
season, and outlined the challenges the hospitality industry will face this summer (25 minutes - economy, 
jobs).

-0-

May 24, 2020 - Jeff Bugni from the Frank A. Douglass Insurance Agency shared information about the major 
change coming to Michigan’s auto insurance policies in early July (25 minutes - economy, state government). 
Finlandia University president Dr. Philip Johnson discussed how the COVID-19 pandemic has affected the 
university and its students, and outlined plans to reopen this fall (25 minutes - education, economy, health).

-0-



May 31, 2020 - From the Western U.P. Health Department, Dr. Robert Van Howe reviewed the current state of 
COVID-19 antibody testing available in the Copper Country, and Pete Baril explained the department’s contact 
tracing process (25 minutes - health, economy, disaster preparedness). Janet Metsa, candidate in the August 
primary for the Democratic nomination for the 110th State House seat, introduced herself, and reviewed her 
positions and qualifications (25 minutes - state government, health, education, economy, environment, social 
services).

-0-

June 7, 2020 - The two candidates for Houghton County Sheriff running in the August 4th Republican primary 
election discussed their positions and qualifications – incumbent Brian McLean (25:00), and challenger Steven 
Laux (25:00) (local government, public safety)

-0-

June 14, 2020 - The two candidates for the Democratic Party nomination for the First U.S. House of 
Representatives seat discussed their positions - Dana Ferguson (25:00) and Linda O’Dell (25:00) (local 
government, public safety, social services, health)
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June 21, 2020 - Lawrence Dale, candidate for the Democratic nomination for the 110th State House seat, 
presented his views (22 minutes - state government, social services, health, public safety, economy, 
education). Portage Health Foundation Executive Director Kevin Store discussed what his organization is 
doing to assist the community in dealing with effects of the COVID-19 pandemic (22 minutes - social services, 
health, education, service agencies). We also began a 13-part series on drug addiction issues in the region (5 
minutes - health, mental health, social services, law enforcement).

-0-

June 28, 2020 - The two candidates for Baraga County Sheriff running in the Republican primary presented 
their positions and qualifications - Joe Brogan (22:00) and Jim Gabe (22:00). (local government, public safety, 
social services). We continued our 13-part series on drug addiction issues in the region (5 minutes - health, 
mental health, social services, law enforcement).


