
 

 
 

WTJX-TV 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

January 1, 2020 – March 31, 2020 

 

The licensee of Station WTJX-TV has determined that the issues/topics listed below 

were of importance to the community during the past three months and has aired 

the following most significant programming related to those issues: 

 

Issue:             Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement  

Series Title:   PBS NewsHour  

Length:          60 minutes  

Airdate:         1/7/2020 7:00:00 PM  

  

The long-awaited criminal trial of movie mogul Harvey Weinstein began in New York City 

this week. Although more than 80 women have accused Weinstein of sexual assault, 

harassment or misconduct, this trial is based on charges of rape and criminal sexual assault 

brought by two women. Weinstein maintains the encounters were consensual. The New 

York Times’ Jodi Kantor speaks to Amna Nawaz. 

  

Issue:              Environment/Nature/Natural Disasters  

Series Title:    Expedition with Steve Backshall  

Episode Title: Oman - Desert Canyon  

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:          1/15/2020 11:00:00 PM  

  

Follow Steve Backshall to Oman, where he plans to drop nearly 400 meters into the deepest 

canyon in Southern Arabia. In the scorching desert heat, Steve and his team will explore 

an area where no human has ever set foot. 

 

Issue:              Family/Marriage 

Series Title:    Independent Lens  

Episode Title: Accept the Call  

Length:           90 minutes  

Airdate:          1/20/2020 11:00:00 PM  

  

Yusuf Abdurahman, who left Somalia as a refugee 25 years ago, has his worst fear realized 

when his son is arrested in an FBI counterterrorism sting. Follow Yusuf as he strives to 

understand why his child would leave America and attempt to join ISIS. 

 

Issue:             Health/Health Care  

Series Title:   PBS NewsHour  

Length:          60 minutes  

Airdate:         1/21/2020 7:00:00 PM  
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An outbreak of viral pneumonia in China has spread to the United States. Federal health 

officials confirmed a Seattle-area man, now hospitalized in good condition, brought the 

virus back from a trip to China, where it has killed six people. Also, North Korea is warning 

it no longer feels bound to refrain from testing nuclear weapons and long-range missiles. 

 

Issue:              Local/Arts 

Series Title:    No Strings Attached 

Episode Title: A.J. Ventura 

Length:           30 minutes  

Airdate:          1/2/2020 8:30:00 PM  

 

On the premiere episode of No Strings Attached, we sit down with A.J. Ventura to discuss 

becoming the youngest member of VIO International at the age of 14, the rise and fall of 

Xtaushun, and his parents push for him to get a stable job in case the music route didn't 

work out. 

 

Issue:              Local/Culture 

Series Title:    Crucian Christmas Festival Parade 

Episode Title: Children’s Parade 

Length:           300 minutes  

Airdate:          1/3/2020 11:00:00 AM  

 

Live coverage of the 67th Annual Crucian Christmas Festival Children's Parade. The 

parade was hosted by Dodson James, LaVaughn Bell, George Silcott, Jr., and Keya Canaii. 

Ricardo Richards Elementary School was the parade Grand Marshal, and Jaheim Creque 

& Aniyah Williams were this year's Prince & Princess. Rising Stars Youth Steel Orchestra 

performed in the parade, amongst some the best and brightest children in the Territory. 

 

Issue:              Local/Culture 

Series Title:    Crucian Christmas Festival Parade 

Episode Title: Adults’ Parade 

Length:           480 minutes  

Airdate:          1/4/2020 12:00:00 PM  

 

Live coverage of the 67th Annual Crucian Christmas Festival Adults’ Parade. The parade 

was hosted by Dodson James, LaVaughn Bell, George Silcott, Jr., and joining the team 

was former WTJX Rediscover Series host, Janeisha John. The parade featured favorite 

troupes like Gentlemen of Jones, Prestige Carnival Troupe, Simply Sophisticated Fun 

Troupe and brand-new entry Sanctuary Festival Troupe. This year's Grand Marshal, Asta 

Williams, surprised the crowd and walked in Sanctuary's troupe. Appearances by Queen 

Izhani Rosa and Calypso Monarch Winner, Blakness, can also be seen in the parade. 

 

Issue:              Local/Government 

Series Title:    U.S.V.I. State of the Territory Address 2020 

Length:           210 minutes  

Airdate:          1/13/2020 6:30:00 PM  
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Live coverage of Governor Albert Bryan, Jr’s second State of the Territory Address with a 

panel discussion of representatives from the press. Moderated by Dodson K. James, 

featuring panelists Brad Nugent, Bill Kossler and former Senator Liston Davis. After the 

Governor's address, our St. Thomas reporter, Shersil Prentice, had the opportunity to speak 

to the Senators present in the Chambers. 

 

Issue:           National Politics/Government  

Series Title: Amanpour and Company  

Length:        60 minutes  

Airdate:        1/8/2020 12:00:00 AM  

  

As allies of the U.S. call for both America and Iran to de-escalate the crisis over the killing 

of Qasem Soleimani, Christiane Amanpour discusses this highly fraught geopolitical 

moment with Mark Esper, Massoumeh Ebtekar, Elissa Slotkin and Turki Al-Faisal. 

 

Issue:              Minorities/Civil Rights  

Series Title:    Frontline | America's Great Divide: Obama to Trump  

Episode Title: Part 1  

Length:           120 minutes  

Airdate:          1/13/2020 11:00:00 PM  

  

This episode traces how Barack Obama’s promise of unity collapsed as increasing racial, 

cultural and political divisions laid the groundwork for the rise of Donald Trump. 

 

Issue:              Minorities/Civil Rights  

Series Title:    Independent Lens  

Episode Title: The First Rainbow Coalition  

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:          1/27/2020 11:00:00 PM  

  

In 1969, Chicago community-based groups formed alliances across lines of race and 

ethnicity to confront issues like police brutality and substandard housing. Hear the 

movement's little-known story through archival footage and interviews with members. 

 

Issue:              Science/Technology   

Series Title:    Nature  

Episode Title: The Whale Detective  

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:          1/8/2020 9:00:00 PM  

 

A filmmaker investigates his traumatic encounter with a 30-ton humpback whale that 

breached and almost landed on him while he was kayaking. What he discovers raises far 

bigger questions about humans' relationship with whales and their future. 
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Issue:              War/Veterans/National Security  

Series Title:    Secrets of the Dead  

Episode Title: Bombing Auschwitz  

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:          1/21/2020 10:00:00 PM  

 

Join historians, survivors, and experts as they consider one of the great moral dilemmas of 

the 20th century. Should the Allies have risked killing Auschwitz prisoners and bombed 

the camp to stop future atrocities? 

 

Issue:              American History/Biography  

Series Title:    The Fight: American Experience    

Length:          60 minutes  

Airdate:         2/11/2020 10:00:00 PM  

 

This program tells the interweaving stories of two extraordinary men, boxers Max 

Schmeling of Germany and American Joe Louis, culminating in what was arguably the 

most politicized sporting event in history: the 1938 heavyweight championship of the 

world. 

 

Issue:              Business/Industry  

Series Title:    Frontline  

Episode Title: Amazon Empire: The Rise of Jeff Bezos  

Length:          120 minutes  

Airdate:          2/18/2020 10:00:00 PM  

  

Examining Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos' ascent to power and the global impact of the empire 

he built. The film also investigates the darker side of the company's rapid growth, and the 

challenge of trying to rein in the power of the richest man in the world. 

 

Issue:              Environment/Nature/Natural Disasters   

Series Title:    NOVA  

Episode Title: Polar Extremes  

Length:          120 minutes  

Airdate:         2/5/2020 9:00:00 PM  

  

Join renowned paleontologist Kirk Johnson on an epic adventure through time at the polar 

extremes of our planet. Following a trail of strange fossils found in all the wrong places-

beech trees in Antarctica, hippo-like mammals in the Arctic-Johnson uncovers the bizarre 

history of the poles, from miles-high ice sheets to warm polar forests teeming with life. 

What caused such dramatic changes at the ends of the Earth? And what controls the dial 

on Earth's thermostat? Today, the Arctic is warming faster than anywhere else in the world, 

and Antarctica has locked in its ice enough water to raise sea level by a terrifying 200 feet. 

The way that the poles respond to a warming climate is one of the greatest wildcards in 

predicting our climate future. Johnson uses Earth's history, written in stone, as a cipher to 

decode what is going on at our polar extremes today, and what the future may hold. 
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Issue:              Health/Health Care  

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour  

Length:          60 minutes  

Airdate:         2/18/2020 7:00:00 PM  

  

China’s outbreak of novel coronavirus may be slowing, with new cases falling below 2,000 

for two days in a row. The country is enforcing mass quarantines and increased 

surveillance. Also, Afghan election officials announced that President Ashraf Ghani won 

a second term in last September’s vote. Results had been repeatedly delayed, in part due to 

fraud accusations.  

 

Issue:              Local/Community Issue 

Series Title:    The Washington Report w/ Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett  

Episode Title: Imani Daniels 

Length:           30 minutes  

Airdate:          2/18/2020 8:00:00 PM  

 

This episode features Imani Daniel who is a native Virgin Islander committed to 

community empowerment, sustainable initiatives, and creating a culture of preparedness 

in the Virgin Islands. Currently, Imani serves as the Executive Director of the St. Thomas 

Recovery Team (STRT) whose mission is to act as a coalition of diverse community 

stakeholders that are cooperatively coordinating St. Thomas' long-term recovery response, 

resource management, resiliency planning, and training in response to Hurricanes Irma and 

Maria. Imani grew up on St. Thomas and was eager to return home after studying Political 

Science and Neuropsychology at the Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland. 

 

Issue:              Minorities/Civil Rights  

Series Title:    Independent Lens  

Episode Title:  Always in Season  

Length:          90 minutes  

Airdate:         2/24/2020 11:00:00 PM  

  

Always in Season explores the lingering impact of more than a century of lynching African 

Americans and connects this form of historic racial terrorism to racial violence today. The 

film centers on the case of Lennon Lacy, an African American teen who was found hanging 

from a swing set in Bladenboro, North Carolina, on August 29, 2014. Despite 

inconsistencies in the case, local officials quickly ruled Lennon's death a suicide. However, 

his mother, Claudia believes Lennon was lynched. Claudia moves from paralyzing grief to 

leading the fight for justice for her son.   As the film unfolds, Lennon's case, and the 

suspicions surrounding it, intersect with stories of other communities seeking justice and 

reconciliation. A few hundred miles away in Monroe, Georgia, a diverse group of 

reenactors, including the adult daughter of a former Ku Klux Klan leader, annually 

dramatize a 1946 quadruple lynching to ensure the victims are never forgotten and 

encourage the community to come forward with information that might bring the 

perpetrators to justice. As the terrorism of the past bleeds into the present, the film asks: 
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what will it take for Americans to begin building a national movement for racial justice 

and reconciliation? 

 

Issue:              National Politics/Government  

Series Title:    Frontline  

Episode Title:  Battle for Hong Kong  

Length:            60 minutes  

Airdate:           2/11/2020 11:00:00 PM  

  

Inside the battle for Hong Kong, following protesters transformed and radicalized over 

eight months. The film examines the dramatic struggle in the last corner of China where 

human rights and freedoms exist but are under threat.  

 

Issue:              Science/Technology  

Series Title:    Finding Your Roots  

Episode Title:  Science Pioneers  

Length:            60 minutes  

Airdate:           2/4/2020 9:00:00 PM  

 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. traces the family trees of Francis Collins, Shirley Ann Jackson, and 

Harold E. Varmus — three pioneering scientists who’ve made dramatic contributions to 

our understanding of the world, all the while knowing little about their own ancestry. 

 

Issue:              Alcohol, Drug Abuse/Addiction  

Series Title:    Independent Lens  

Episode Title: The Bad Kids  

Length:            90 minutes  

Airdate:           3/2/2020 11:00:00 PM  

  

Located in an impoverished Mojave Desert community, Black Rock Continuation High 

School is an alternative school for students at risk of dropping out; Black Rock is their last 

chance. Extraordinary educators believe that empathy and life skills, more than academics, 

give these underserved students command of their own futures.  

 

Issue:              Economy  

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour  

Length:          60 minutes  

Airdate:         3/10/2020 7:00:00 PM  

  

The impact of the novel coronavirus in the U.S. is deepening. On Tuesday, new 

cancellations, closures and quarantines were announced and President Trump and 

lawmakers huddled about potential measures to soften the crisis’ economic impact -- but 

the stock market rallied back from Monday’s major losses. Amna Nawaz reports and Lisa 

Desjardins and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss. 
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Issue:               Local/Disaster Recovery 

Series Title:    Recovery In Focus 

Episode Title: EnVision Tomorrow  

Length:           30 minutes  

Airdate:          3/12/2020 8:00:00 PM 

 

Host Emmanuella Perez-Cassius asks questions the community needs answered regarding 

the EnVIsion Tomorrow program, which helps homeowners and landlords repair their 

properties after hurricanes Irma and Maria. Guests taking part in the discussion included 

Daryl Griffith, Executive Director Of The Virgin Islands Housing Finance Authority, 

Adrienne Williams-Octalien, Director of The Office of Disaster Recovery, Erainee Acosta, 

Manager of the Rental Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Program, and Sherry-Ann 

Francis, Manager of the Homeowner Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Program. 

 

Issue:               Local/Government 

Series Title:    Governor’s Press Conference 

Episode Title: Covid-19 Update 

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:          3/25/2020 1:00:00 PM 

 

Governor Albert Bryan Jr., provided an update on the territory's response to the coronavirus 

pandemic.  

 

Issue:               Local/History 

Series Title:    The Governors 

Episode Title: Alexander A. Farrelly 

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:          3/3/2020 9:00:00 PM 

  

As part of a documentary series on the governors of the United States Virgin Islands, this 

program looks at the life of the fourth elected governor of the territory, Alexander Farrelly. 

The documentary looks at his early life, his progression through the world of politics, his 

accomplishments and those things for which he was most criticized for. Telling the story 

of the late governor are his wife, close friends, his Lt. Governor and those he worked and 

served with. 

 

Issue:               Local/History 

Series Title:    Conversations with Living Treasures 

Episode Title: John Tranberg St. Croix Centenarian 

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:          3/4/2020 8:00:00 PM 

  

Journey through time as we present Conservations with Living Treasures: John Tranberg.  

Born April 17,1916, Tranberg was one of the few, living links to the Danish West Indies.  

At 100 years old, he's lived through and witnessed all 99 years of the U. S. Virgin Islands-

-from Transfer Day to present day.  He witnessed the first airplane landing on St. Croix, 
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was among the first Virgin Islanders to serve in World War II and helped paved the 

roadways to the future of these Virgin Islands. 

 

Issue:              Local/History 

Series Title:    Denis A. Charles: An Interrupted Conversation 

Length:           75 minutes  

Airdate:          3/9/2020 9:30:00 PM 

  

This is the story of one man’s struggle to follow his dream and the obstacles he encounters 

in his professional as well as his personal life. Born on St. Croix and unknown to the 

mainstream, Denis A. Charles became a legend on the Avant-garde Jazz scene when his 

drumming caught the attention of many innovative musicians like Thelonious Monk, Steve 

Lacy, Archie Shepp, Don Cherry, Sonny Rollins and many others. Performances shot 

during the last two years of his life, in venues across New York City interspersed with 

anecdotes told by Denis A. Charles himself, family members, friends and fellow musician 

illustrate Denis's cling to music while waging a battle to simply survive. 

 

Issue:               Local/History 

Series Title:    Jamsie: King of Scratch 

Length:           70 minutes  

Airdate:          3/12/2020 9:00:00 PM 

  

In 2007, “Quelbe” was designated as the official music of the Territory. This documentary 

produced by award-winning filmmaker, Andrea E. Leland, describes Quelbe as “an 

indigenous, grass-roots form of folk music from the Virgin Islands.” The program also 

includes performances by James “Jamsie” Brewster, King of Scratch and highlights 

performances at a St. Croix nightclub, the Agriculture Fair, music festivals in Chicago and 

Indiana, teaching engagements in Denmark and just jamming with friends. 

 

 

Issue:               Local/Sports/History 

Series Title:    Dream: Road to the Kentucky Derby 

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:          3/10/2020 10:00:00 PM 

 

The Dream: Road to the Kentucky Derby looks back at the 2013 Kentucky Derby and 

highlights the accomplishments of Kevin Krigger, Victor Lebron and Gareem Nicholas, 

two jockeys and an assistant trainer from the island of St. Croix that all made it to the fastest 

two minutes in sports. The documentary briefly covers the history of racing in the Virgin 

Islands and the months and weeks leading up to the 2013 Churchill race. Family, friends 

and local, horse racing personnel, to including jockeys, trainers, owners and administrators, 

sound off on what they describe as one of the most significant accomplishments in Virgin 

Islands sports history. They recount where they were, what they were doing and how they 

felt when the V.I. turf representatives reached for glory during the running for the roses. 
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Issue:               Local/Veterans/VI History 

Series Title:    Proudly We Served 

Episode Title: Virgin Islands Veterans of the Vietnam War 

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:          3/11/2020 10:00:00 PM 

  

America's longest and most controversial war is the subject of extensive and thorough 

historical, social, and psychological studies. However, we do not know much about the 

impact of this war on the Virgin Islanders who served in this conflict during a period of 

turbulent social change. Who were they? How did their military service shape their 

personal lives and career choices? How did it affect their identity as Virgin Islanders, as 

African Americans, as Americans? This is the second film in a documentary series 

produced by the American Legion District 10. It features interviews with Virgin Islands 

veterans and looks at the veterans' reasons for serving in the armed forces, documents their 

experiences with racial prejudice while serving their country, and explores their feelings 

towards the war and the effects it had on their lives. 

 

Issue:               Local/Veterans/VI History 

Series Title:    Proudly We Served 

Episode Title: Virgin Islands Veterans of the Korean War 

Length:           30 minutes  

Airdate:          3/18/2020 10:00:00 PM 

  

Proudly We Served: Virgin Islands Veterans of the Korean War is the third installment of 

the Proudly We Served project initiated by the American Legion District 10. The two 

previous films explored the experiences of Virgin Islands Veterans of World War II and 

the Vietnam War. This film vividly explores the reasons why Virgin Islanders served in 

the Korean War (1950-1953), their contributions to the war effort, and the effect military 

service had on their lives. 

 

Issue:               Local/Youth 

Series Title:    Graffiti Street 

Episode Title: Gen Z and Social Media 

Length:           30 minutes  

Airdate:          3/3/2020 8:00:00 PM 

  

Graffiti Street, the station’s award winning teen talk show returned after years long hiatus.  

Host Quishylah Navarro and Co-Host Jolisa Gift ask their Gen Z cast about their thoughts 

about social media and how it impacts their lives daily and contributes to teens' identities. 

The cast discussed cyberbullying, privacy, pros and cons of social media, and how they are 

perceived online vs in real life. 

 

Issue:               Local/Women 

Series Title:    Graffiti Street 

Episode Title: Gender Inequality 

Length:           30 minutes  
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Airdate:          3/17/2020 8:00:00 PM 

  

Host Quishylah Navarro and Co-Host Jolisa Gifft ask the cast about their views on gender 

inequality. They discuss the jobs and pay differences between men and women, broadcast 

coverage in sports, mainly the NBA and WNBA, social rules and the double standard. 

 

Issue:               Local/Youth 

Series Title:    Graffiti Street 

Episode Title: Honoring the Past Embracing the Future 

Length:           30 minutes  

Airdate:          3/10/2020 8:00:00 PM 

  

Founded in 1991, Graffiti Street has served as the only teen talk show in the Virgin Islands 

for over 20 years. The visionaries behind this unique and meaningful organization and talk 

show, for, by, and about topics of interest for teens of the Virgin Islands, were Mr. Allison 

Allie Petrus, former Senator, entrepreneur, and leader in our community who is our guest 

today and the late Myron Corbett, educator, coach, and advocate for the youth of the Virgin 

Islands. Back for its re-boot season, the legacy of Graffiti Street continues to impact the 

lives of students throughout the Territory. 

 

Issue:               Science/Technology  

Series Title:    Frontline  

Episode Title:  Plastic Wars  

Length:           60 minutes  

Airdate:           3/31/2020 10:00:00 PM  

  

Did the plastic industry use recycling to sell more plastic? With the industry expanding like 

never before and the crisis of ocean pollution growing, FRONTLINE and NPR investigate 

the fight over the future of plastics. 

 

Issue:             War/Veterans/National Security  

Series Title:    Independent Lens  

Episode Title:   National Bird  

Length:             90 minutes  

Airdate:            3/9/2020 10:00:00 PM  

  

National Bird is the first in-depth investigation of the U.S. drone war with unique access 

to two courageous women, a drone-target analyst and a retired intelligence officer, who 

connect with a former NSA analyst to become whistleblowers on the drone program, 

risking backlash. 


