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State Supreme court race News 4/1/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court race tomorrow won't 

have an immediate impact 

on control of the state's 

highest court, but it could 

position liberals to take over 

in 2020.  Liberal-backed Lisa 

Neubauer faces fellow 

appeals court judge Brian 

Hagedorn, the favorite of 

conservatives.  The winner 

will serve a 10-year term.  

Conservatives have a 4-3 

majority. A Neubauer win 

wouldn't change that, but it 

would make it possible for 

liberals to take control of 

the court in another 

election next year for the 

first time since 2008.  She 

has outraised Hagedorn 

and benefited from about 



seven times more spending 

by partisan outside groups. 

That includes a group run 

by former Democratic U.S. 

Attorney General Eric 

Holder, who came to 

Wisconsin to rally support for 

Neubauer. 

With the retreating snow 

and slow return of warmer 

weather, the risk of wildfires 

grows as things dry out.  The 

DNR reminds everyone that 

burns to do responsibly and 

those within areas requiring 

a burning permit, to get 

one.  They also ask to check 

conditions and restrictions 

by calling the department 

or visiting their website.  

Burning permits are free.   

With a concerted effort to 

gather votes over the 

weekend, the Eagle River 

Ice Arena was the runner 

up in the Kraft Hockeyville 

USA contest.  Calumet, 

Michigan won $150,000 and 

a NHL preseason hockey 



game but the northern 

Wisconsin city isn’t left out in 

the cold.  The facility will 

receive $30,000 for 

upgrades and another 

$10,000 for hockey 

equipment.  The arena is 

working to raise 1.5-million 

to update and keep open 

the historic domed rink.   
 

  
Farming organizations 
create a list of things they 
want changed News 4/1/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Several farming 

organizations have created 

a list of changes they would 

like Washington politicians 

to make.  Groups like the 

Organization for 

Competitive Markets, the 

Wisconsin Farmers Union 

and the National Family 

Farm Coalition led a rally in 

Storm Lake over the 

weekend.  They say it's time 

to revitalize rural 

communities by investing in 

family farmers and small 

businesses.  They also say it's 

important that farmers can 

depend on a fair price for 

their commodity.  They 



want the federal 

government to support 

local farmers and not big 

agriculture companies. 

Marathon County 

prosecutors have charged 

a 19-year-old man with 

intentionally starving cows.  

A sheriff's deputy found the 

animals wandering in the 

road near Norrie, about 25 

miles east of Wausau.  

Joshua Litze was supposed 

to be feeding about 30 

cows while his father was 

out of town.  The deputy 

reported the discovery of 

several cows with bones 

protruding from their sides 

and at least four dead 

carcasses.  Seven charges 

were filed against Litze last 

week, including 

intentionally failing to 

provide food to animals. 

Wisconsin residents who 

responded to poll-takers 

overwhelmingly want their 

police officers to wear body 



cameras.  The Wisconsin 

Professional Police 

Association's 2018 phone 

survey found 94 percent 

want them used.  Two years 

ago 84 percent called for 

their use.  Very few 

Wisconsin police 

departments are fully 

equipped right now.  One 

company which makes the 

cameras estimates about 

60 of the state's 500-plus law 

enforcement agencies use 

body cameras. 

At least one national 

publication thinks freshman 

quarterback Graham Mertz 

will be the Badger’s starter 

this fall.   
 

  
Rhinelander city council 
meets in special session News 4/2/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s embattled 

city council meets in special 

session tonight to deal with 

legal matters concerning 

city attorney Carrie 

Milijevich.  The only item on 

the agenda shows a review 

of city ordinances and 



service agreements 

regarding the appointment 

and duties of the job.  

Members may also go into 

closed session to talk with 

outside counsel on legal 

issues and options 

regarding Milijevich’s 

contract.  The meeting’s at 

7:00 at city hall. 

The murder trial of Robin 

Mendez begins next week 

in the 1982 killing of his wife, 

Barbara in Minocqua and 

his lawyers will introduce 

evidence of another man 

committing the crime.  

Judge Jill Fallstad will allow 

testimony that Thomas Boze 

of Lake Tomahawk, long 

deceased, killed her at the 

Park City Credit Union 

where she worked because 

he needed money.  He was 

initially investigated in the 

case 37 years ago.  

Opening arguments begin 

Monday. 

It’s election day and the 



biggest draw on the ballot 

is the race for state 

supreme court.  

Conservative Brian 

Hegedorn faces liberal-

backed Lisa Neubauer for 

the ten year term.  There 

are also a host of local and 

school board races along 

with several referendums.  

Polls are open until 8 

tonight. 

Figures from the Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau show 

Governor Tony Evers would 

face a nearly $2-billion 

shortfall going into his 

second budget.  The 

imbalance would come 

from current spending 

commitments like the tax 

credits for Foxconn, 

increases in K-12 education 

funding and employee 

raises.  The estimate doesn't 

factor in revenue growth, 

population increases or 

decreases, inflation or 

changes Republicans may 



make to the 2019-21 

budget this summer. 

 

  
Latest Harley Davidson offer 
rejected News 4/2/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 United Steelworkers in 

Milwaukee and Tomahawk 

rejected the latest contract 

offer from Harley-Davidson.  

At the Tomahawk plant that 

affects 280 employees.  

They’ll continue under the 

2012 pact that’s been 

extended to April 14th.  

Machinists with the 

company however 

accepted a new deal.  

Harley-Davidson executives 

say they’re disappointed 

with the vote saying the 

contract provided a 

competitive wage increase 

in each year of the five 

year deal as well as a 

$2,250 signing bonus.  

According to a news 

release the average wage 

for current, regular full time 

workers under the first year 

of the proposed agreement 

would be over $25 an hour.  



Officials say they look 

forward to future 

negotiations.   

Wisconsin's attorney 

general says a motion for a 

new trial for convicted killer 

Steven Avery "must be 

denied."  Josh Kaul says the 

usefulness of the evidence 

testing Avery's attorney 

wants is questionable and 

the claims should have 

been raised before.  Avery 

is appealing his 2007 

conviction for the murder of 

freelance photographer 

Teresa Halbach. Avery's 

attorney says some bones 

returned to Halbach's family 

are evidence the bones 

found in a burn pit on 

Avery's property were 

planted. 

Editors and graphic 

designers would be among 

the 66 workers losing their 

jobs next month if F-and-W 

Media closes.  The Stevens 



Point business is going 

through an extended 

period of financial 

challenges after a 

bankruptcy filing.  

Company leaders say if a 

buyer can't be secured, the 

doors will close and the jobs 

will be lost.  The Wisconsin 

Department of Workforce 

Development confirmed 

the situation in a news 

release Monday. 

 

  
Tensions inside Rhinelander 
city hall intensify News 4/3/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The tension inside 

Rhinelander’s City Hall 

continues to grow as City 

Attorney Carrie Miljevich 

lost her job and there’s a 

charge of sexism against 

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

and a call for him to resign.  

During a hastily-called 

special meeting last night, 

Frederickson broke a 4-4 

vote to terminate Miljevich 

for reasons she said she 

doesn’t know.  She also 

warned the group that the 



lawyer, hired by the mayor 

and not the council, was a 

violation of state law.  

Despite that they moved to 

executive session and 

acted on the matter.  

Alderwoman Dawn Rog 

said if Miljevich wasn’t a 

woman, this wouldn’t have 

happened, that the city is 

moving in the wrong 

direction and the mayor 

should resign.  Miljevich is 

exploring legal options with 

her last day at the end of 

next month.   

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court race may get a 

recount as totals early this 

morning show only a 1600 

vote margin between 

leader Brian Hagedon and 

challenger Lisa Neubauer.  

In other results, voters in 

Laona approved a school 

referendum by better than 

a two to one margin…Mary 

Peterson, Judy Conlin return 

and Ron Lueneburg was 



elected to the Rhinelander 

School Board… 

The study committee 

formed by the Oneida 

County Board to look into 

purchasing the Petco-

owned property of Foster & 

Smith may go after funding 

for an evaluation.  Kwik Trip 

is still interested in the 

county shop adjacent to 

the Hwys 8 & 47 

intersection.  A potential 

move could cost the 

county more than $91,000 

in lost taxes.  Making that 

up is just one of the issues 

being discussed. 
 

  
State supreme court 
candidate declares victory News 4/3/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin Supreme Court 

candidate Brian Hagedorn 

is declaring victory, even 

though his opponent says 

the race is almost certainly 

headed toward a recount  

Hagedorn issued a 

statement early this 

morning morning saying his 

margin of victory in 

Tuesday's election is 



"insurmountable." With 99% 

of precincts reporting, 

Hagedorn had a 5,911-vote 

lead out of 1.2 million cast. 

That is about half a 

percentage point over Lisa 

Neubauer, within the 1 

percentage point margin 

that allows for her to 

request a recount. 

However, she would have 

to pay for it. 

Hagedorn was backed by 

conservatives and a victory 

would increase their 

majority control of the court 

to 5-2.  

Rhinelander Public Works 

director Tim Kingman says 

he’s the next target of the 

city council.  Last night city 

attorney Carrie Miljevich 

was terminated for what 

Kingman said was standing 

up and pointing out the 

wrongs being committed 

by the administration.  

Miljevich, in the position for 

five years, has her last day 



May 31st.  Kingman told us 

he’s been contacting 

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

and Administrator Daniel 

Guild on a routine basis and 

there’s been no response.  

He refused to meet with 

investigators because of 

the intimidation and 

retribution tactics that are 

clearly evident by 

administrators and at least 

half the council members.  

That investigation stems 

from a letter Kingman 

circulated, signed by city 

employees voicing no 

confidence against Guild.  

Frederickson could not be 

reached for comment.  He 

didn’t address questions 

about how the investigators 

were chosen and how 

they’re being paid, walking 

away from reporters 

following last night’s 

meeting. 
 

  
Lawyers to meet in local 
killers case News 4/4/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Lawyers will meet Monday 

in court for the case against 



Robin Mendez, but it won’t 

be for opening arguments.  

It’s been delayed because 

the state has nearly 300 

pages of wiretap transcripts 

from the 37-year old case 

defense attorneys were not 

aware of.  The now 70-year 

old Mendez is accused of 

murdering his wife Barbara 

at the Park City Credit 

Union in Minocqua in 1982.  

Defense attorneys want 

time to review the papers 

since they deal with Thomas 

Boze, a man originally 

questioned in the crime but 

cleared by police.  The 

defense maintains he 

committed the crime.  

Judge Jill Falstad will set a 

new trial date Monday.   

Fire late yesterday 

afternoon damaged the 

Placid Manufacturing plant 

near Lac du Flambeau by 

the Hwy 70 and County F 

intersection.  The company 

makes custom wood 



products.  The cause 

remains under investigation.   

A Merrill man is in the 

Oneida County Jail, 

charged with two felonies.  

39-year old Robert Ney 

thought he was meeting a 

15-year old girl in 

Rhinelander but was met by 

undercover officers and 

arrested last weekend.  Ney 

allegedly set up the 

meeting online and is 

charged with use of a 

computer to facilitate a sex 

crime and attempted 2nd 

degree sexual assault of a 

child.  He’s back in court on 

the 29th.    

And a Crandon band 

teacher is on administrative 

leave, accused of sending 

explicit text messages to 15-

year old in a sex sting.  27 

year old Alex Valentine was 

arrested in Rhinelander 

after arranging to meet the 

teen for sex.  He’s held on a 

$10,000 cash bond.  
 



  
A serious accident shuts 
down Hwy 51 this morning News 4/4/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A serious accident shut 

down the southbound lanes 

of Hwy 51 this morning.  Just 

before 8 the crash was 

reported at the intersection 

with Hwy 64 in Lincoln 

County.  A significant back 

up was created as traffic 

was rerouted through the 

city of Merrill.  There were 

serious injuries reported but 

details are not yet 

available.  The scene was 

cleared about 10:00.   

A new phone scam has 

police in Antigo warning 

people not to be fooled.  

Scammers are using the 

department’s non-

emergency number 

claiming active warrants 

need immediate payment 

and ask for personal and 

credit information.  If 

contacted officials say to 

hang up and report the 

call.   

Rhinelander’s Wilderness 



Queen is finally headed 

south.  The river boat has 

been dry-docked at the 

Pelican Rapids boat 

landing since last fall.  The 

boat was sold to a business 

in Delavan but the trailer for 

the large craft was too 

small for the transport and it 

was parked in the parking 

lot of the landing.  

Rhinelander’s city council 

was about to get involved if 

the boat wasn’t moved 

soon. 

Last April an explosion at 

the Husky Energy refinery in 

Superior injured 36 people 

and evacuated a large 

part of the city.  Now, 

officials hope to rebuild the 

facility and be back online 

late next year.  

The Powerball jackpot of 

$768.4-million still hasn’t 

been claimed.  One 

winning ticket was sold in 

New Berlin last week and 



that winner has yet to come 

forward and has 180 days 

from the drawing date to 

claim the prize at the 

Lottery’s office in Madison. 

 

  
Crash victim air lifted to 
hospital News 4/5/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 No word this morning on 

the condition of the 70-year 

old Marinette man, airlifted 

to the trauma Center at 

Wausau Aspirus hospital 

after a crash on Hwy 51 in 

Lincoln County yesterday 

morning.  The accident 

closed the southbound 

lanes by the Hwy 64 

intersection for about an 

hour and a half.  Two 

people in the other vehicle 

were not hurt.   

A Shawano County crash 

on Hwy 29 near Gresham 

killed a 46-year old woman.  

The State Patrol reports her 

car was struck broadside by 

a semi after failing to yield 

to oncoming traffic.   

While direct media contact 

with Rhinelander City Hall 



has been hard to come by 

lately, it appears Facebook 

is now the source.  City 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

put his spin on Tuesday’s 

action that terminated the 

contract of city attorney 

Carrie Miljevich and took on 

media coverage in general 

and the “toxic” internet 

trolls online.  With thousands 

of words he supports the 

decisions of Mayor Chris 

Frederickson and said, 

“change does not 

automatically mean 

controversy, corruption or 

incompetence…but growth 

is optional”.  Several council 

members disagree, most 

notably council president 

George Kirby and long-time 

alderwoman Dawn Rog, 

who’s called for 

Frederickson to resign.  The 

turmoil at city hall has been 

boiling long before Guild 

got there and Frederickson 

took the Mayor’s seat on a 



write-in campaign so voters 

made a choice.  Guild says 

let him do his job.   

Lisa Neubauer’s campaign 

is closely monitoring 

counties as they canvass 

Tuesday’s votes in the state 

supreme court race.  

Neubauer was less than half 

a percentage point behind 

Brian Hagedorn in the race. 
 

  
70 year old crash victim has 
died News 4/5/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The 70-year old Marinette 

County man severely 

injured in a morning crash 

yesterday has died.  Harold 

Broderick died after being 

airlifted to Wausau from the 

accident on Hwy 51 just 

south of 64 in Lincoln 

County. The collision closed 

the southbound lanes for 

over an hour.  The 

occupants of the other 

vehicle were not hurt. 

Republican members of the 

Joint Finance Committee 

say increasing the state's 

minimum wage and 

repealing the right-to-work 



law would make Wisconsin's 

worker shortage worse than 

it is now.  The committee 

was examining Governor 

Tony Evers' workforce 

development proposals 

yesterday.  Department of 

Workforce Development 

Secretary Caleb Frostman 

was told Wisconsin doesn't 

do enough to attract 

workers.  Frostman 

countered that the higher 

minimum wage and 

spending more on roads 

and schools would make 

the state more attractive to 

workers. 

The lawsuit filed by a retired 

police detective against 

Netflix has been moved 

from Manitowoc County 

court to federal court.  

Andrew Colborn 

investigated the Teresa 

Halbach murder which 

resulted in the convictions 

of Steven Avery and 

Brendan Dassey.  He is suing 



Netflix and the filmmakers 

who produced "Making a 

Murderer," parts one and 

two.  Colborn says portions 

of the Netflix series are false 

and defamatory toward 

him and others.  He says 

significant facts known by 

the defendants were left 

out or distorted. 

Beginning tomorrow, the 

Rookery Run Disc Golf 

Course in the Town of 

Newbold will close 

temporarily.  The closing is 

necessary to protect the 

disc golf fairways during 

wet conditions. The Course 

will re-open as soon as 

conditions permit.  

 
 

  
Rhinelander man dies in one 
vehicle rollover News 4/8/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 28-year old Rhinelander 

man perished in a one 

vehicle rollover early 

yesterday morning.  Wayne 

Millron was driving on Hwy 

17 and County D in the 

Town of Harrison shortly 

before 3 when he left the 



road and rolled, throwing 

he and a passenger out of 

the vehicle.  Millron was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene while the 18 year old 

passenger, an 18 year old 

also from Rhinelander, is at 

the trauma center at 

Aspirus Wausau Hospital in 

critical condition.  Another 

passenger, from 

Tomahawk, was treated at 

the scene.  

 

In the last state budget, 

Republican lawmakers 

prohibited local 

governments and state 

agencies to seize private 

property for bike and 

recreational trails and 

sidewalks.  Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers’ 

proposed budget re-

establishes the power of 

eminent domain.  

Municipalities around the 

state complained the 

prohibition slowed work on 



more than a dozen bike 

trails and caused problems 

for building sidewalks.  

 

Forecasters are watching 

the development of what 

could be a significant spring 

storm heading to Wisconsin 

by mid-week.  While still 

developing in the south 

east part of the country, the 

system would take aim at 

the state with heavy snow 

likely Wednesday night into 

Thursday.  Rhinelander is less 

than 4-inches from setting a 

new snowfall record, sitting 

now at 106.9, the third 

highest recorded. Anything 

over a tenth of an inch 

would take second place, 

snapping the mark set in 

1938.   The record is 110.3. 

 

Baylor wins the 2019 

Women’s National 

Championship after 

beating Notre Dame, 82-81.  

While the men’s side 



squares off tonight with 

Virginia playing Texas Tech. 
 

  
A crowded gallery expected 
for Rhinelander City Council 
meeting  News 4/8/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A crowded gallery is 

expected for tonight’s 

Rhinelander City council 

meeting.  Last week the 

body terminated the 

contract of city attorney 

Carrie Miljevich and Friday, 

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

clarified his position on 

those employees 

interviewed for signing a no 

confidence letter for 

administrator Daniel Guild.  

Frederickson retained the 

services of an outside 

attorney to review the 

matter, something Miljevich 

said he legally couldn’t do 

on his own.  A 

recommendation to 

formally retain the services 

of Von Briesen and Roper 

for additional legal services 

and representation of the 

city.  Miljevich’s last day is 

May 31st.  Other topics of 

interest are discussion on an 



ATV/UTV ordinance in the 

city and Guild’s proposed 

work plan that 

recommends a change in 

the method of governance 

within the council.  

U-S Senator Tammy Baldwin 

was talking about ways to 

expand businesses, create 

more jobs and provide tax 

relief during a weekend visit 

to Eau Claire.  Baldwin says 

her "Support Our Start-Ups 

Act" is aimed at helping 

college students who want 

to start a business.  In some 

cases, if a student is 

carrying a big student loan 

debt, they may not be 

eligible for a small business 

loan.  Baldwin says she also 

wants to help small business 

owners who need health 

care coverage.  

The 35th mission of the Never 

Forgotten National Honor 

Flight is in Washington 

today.  Veterans from WWII, 

Korea and Vietnam, most 



for the first time, are touring 

the monuments honoring 

their service.  They’re back 

at the Central Wisconsin 

Airport tonight. 
 

  
Sparring words were used in 
City Council meeting last 
night  News 4/9/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 More verbal sparring at last 

night’s Rhinelander City 

Council meeting as council 

president George Kirby and 

administrator Daniel Guild 

locked up over comments 

made in Guild’s annual 

work plan.  He strongly 

accused some members as 

being drunk and dishonest 

and Kirby wanted to know 

who they were.  Guild 

wouldn’t answer.  The 

exchange came after a 

plea for civility at the start 

of the meeting from Mayor 

Chris Frederickson who said 

he’s hurt by the well- 

publicized troubles within 

city hall.  On a positive 

note, a link for city residents 

to directly react to ideas 

and proposals was brought 

online yesterday.  The Polco 



dot US site allows residents 

to provide feedback for the 

record.  The first queries 

dealt with draft proposals 

on ATV/UTV use in the city 

and another regarding 

placement and movement 

of sex offenders.  Those, also 

with an anti-bullying 

resolution were discussed 

last night. 

 

The trial in the 37-year old 

Mendez murder case 

begins Thursday.  The now 

70-year old Robin Mendez is 

accused of killing his, 

Barbara, in Minocqua in 

1982.  New evidence was 

brought to light by 

prosecutors and the 

defense argued needing 

more time to review it, 

which delayed the trial 

several days.   

 

A 36-year old Minocqua 

man is back in court Friday, 

charged with 2nd degree 



sexual assault of a child 

after an incident last 

month.  Ryan Boze is held 

on a $10,000 cash bond.   

 

And 27-year old Alexander 

Valentine is on 

administrative leave from 

the Crandon School District, 

charged with use of a 

computer to facilitate a sex 

crime and attempted 2nd 

degree sexual assault. 
 

  
One person killed in Taylor 
Co. accident News 4/9/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 One person was killed in a 

Taylor County accident 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

sheriff’s office reported the 

crash shortly after 4 on Hwy 

73 near Shiner Drive.  56-

year old Danny Bunnell of 

Lublin, Wisconsin was the 

lone occupant in the 

vehicle when he lost control 

and overturned when it 

went into the ditch.   

Preliminary work on the 

three year, $18-million 

Stevens Street project in 

Rhinelander is underway.  



Drivers can expect to see 

road closures from Frederick 

Street to Timber Drive 

beginning Monday, 

weather permitting.   

Fire early this morning 

heavily damaged two 

Wausau businesses.  First 

responders got the call 

about 3:30 at the Rainbow 

coin Laundry on Clark 

Street.  Firefighters had a 

hard time with the blaze 

that also caused significant 

damage to a nearby flower 

shop.  The cause is still 

unknown. 

It’s Tornado and Severe 

Weather Awareness Week 

and, despite Winter Storm 

Watches already in the 

forecast for later tomorrow 

into Friday, Wisconsin’s 

statewide tornado drill is 

expected to continue as 

planned on Thursday.  The 

National Weather Service 

(NWS) is currently 

anticipating snow will affect 



much of the state on 

Thursday, including 

potential blizzard-like 

conditions in parts of 

northern Wisconsin.  The drill 

includes a mock tornado 

watch at 1 p.m., followed 

by a statewide mock 

tornado warning at 1:45 

and a second mock 

tornado warning at 6:45 

that same day. During 

those mock warnings, alerts 

are issued on NOAA 

Weather Radios and on TV 

and radio stations across 

the state.  Many 

communities will also sound 

their warning sirens during 

the drill. 
 

  
Wausau man arrested in 
case of arson News 4/10/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 31 year old man’s been 

arrested in Wausau in what 

officials believe to be a 

case of arson.  The Rainbow 

Coin Laundry and Blossoms 

and Bows floral on South 3rd 

avenue were heavily 

damaged in the blaze that 

was reported early Monday 



morning.  The Marathon 

County DA is reviewing the 

matter.    

 

Another fire, this one near 

Merrill in the Town of Scott, 

destroyed a barn.  Several 

departments responded to 

the call around 6 yesterday 

morning but the structure 

was already engulfed in 

flames as they arrived.  

Nearby buildings were not 

damaged and no animals 

were lost. 

 

Wisconsin Republicans will 

appeal to the State 

Supreme Court, an appeals 

court ruling giving 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers the authority to 

withdraw appointments 

approved during a lame-

duck legislative session.  The 

court yesterday said his 

action was not invalidated 

by a later court ruling that 

put a hold on a decision 



that allowed him to rescind 

the appointments.   

 

Petitions to recall five 

members of Merrill’s city 

council could be turned in 

next week.  Organizers say 

they should have enough 

signatures by the weekend 

in the effort due to losing 

trust in city leadership after 

a tax increase last year.    

The 14th annual Green Bay 

Packers Tailgate Tour hit the 

road yesterday with a stop 

in Marshfield.  Tour 

celebrities will include 

Packers President/CEO 

Mark Murphy and Packers 

alumni Nick Barnett, Earl 

Dotson, Ryan Grant, 

Bernardo Harris, Aaron 

Kampman and Scott Wells.  

Current players cannot 

attend due to the early start 

of the offseason program.  

The tour will be in Antigo 

Saturday afternoon.  

 



  
State property taxes could 
be on the rise News 4/10/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Estimates from the 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

confirm that property taxes 

would increase under the 

state budget proposal 

offered by Governor Tony 

Evers.  The bureau released 

its estimates Tuesday.  It 

says under the Evers budget 

property taxes would go up 

by two percent in 2019 and 

one-point-six percent in 

2020.  Despite the 

governor's ambitious plans 

for new spending, those 

taxes would actually go up 

one-half of a point less than 

they would under current 

law.  It isn't likely that the 

Republican-dominated 

Legislature will allow Evers 

budget to make it through 

unchanged. 

A Clark County man has 

been sentenced to six 

months in jail after pleading 

guilty to child abuse 

charges.  If Alden Martin 

commits a crime over the 



next five years, he will go to 

prison and serve a much 

longer term.  Martin entered 

a guilty plea to the charges 

last January. Authorities 

were called when doctors 

treated a one-month-old 

child for serious injuries last 

year.  Those doctors say the 

infant had bruises on her 

head and chest and one of 

her eyes was damaged. 

For five years American 

dairy farmers have 

struggled with low milk 

prices forcing thousands 

out of the business.  Now, 

the Farm Service Agency 

says help is on the way from 

Washington.  A federal 

program for dairy farmers 

will begin accepting 

enrollments in June.  Thirty-

eight U-S senators recently 

authored a letter to the U-S-

D-A pushing for the 

insurance program to go 

into effect quickly, saying 

the need is "urgent."  The 



roll-out was delayed by the 

partial government 

shutdown. 
 

  
Former Drs. Foster and 
Smith building looked at  News 4/11/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Oneida County Board 

members toured the Drs. 

Foster and Smith facility 

yesterday as the group 

considers moving the 

highway department there.  

A committee’s been 

formed to look into that 

possibility and is 

recommending a study to 

see if it’s feasible.  Earlier this 

year Petco, which 

purchased the company 

three years ago, 

announced closing the 

business.  Added to the mix 

is Kwik Trip is still interested in 

the existing site of the 

county shop for a new 

convenience store on 

Rhinelander’s west side.  

Costs are a major concern, 

both what Petco wants for 

the property and how 

much Kwik Trip is willing to 

offer.  Critics say those 



figures pale in comparison 

to what would be lost to the 

county in property taxes.  

Tuesday the board will 

consider spending up to 

$15,000 on the study. 

 

The statewide tornado drill 

scheduled for today has 

been postponed to 

tomorrow because of the 

potential threat of severe 

storms in southern 

Wisconsin.  The times remain 

the same with mock 

watches and warnings 

beginning at one tomorrow 

afternoon. 

 

The Wisconsin Valley 

Improvement Company, 

responsible for regulating 

the flow of the upper 

Wisconsin River and its 

tributaries are watching this 

latest storm.  While not 

worried about flooding yet, 

if the snow turns to rain 

things could get interesting.  



They note there are still ice 

jams and once they begin 

moving, flooding becomes 

a possibility downstream.  

Boaters are urged to use 

caution if fishing near dams 

on the rivers.   

 

And the Bucks open the 

playoffs against the Pistons 

Sunday night. 
 

  
Snow fall over the state this 
morning  News 4/11/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Dry air aloft kept the snow 

from falling across northern 

Wisconsin this morning while 

central and southern parts 

of the state was virtually 

shut down.  No travel 

advisories, school and 

business closings and more 

stretched from Tomahawk 

to Stevens Point with 8-

inches or more in many 

locations.  High winds 

accompanying the storms 

even changed the color of 

the snow in some areas as 

dust from the deep south 

was actually brought up 

with it as it moved through 



the upper Midwest.  Snow 

remains in the forecast with 

the possibility for freezing 

rain and rumbles of thunder 

as well heading into the 

weekend. 

A new Marquette Law 

School Poll finds more 

people now have an 

opinion about Governor 

Tony Evers and the job he’s 

doing.  Four months into his 

term Evers’ approval rating 

went from 39% in January to 

47%.  But his disapproval 

rating increased by a 

greater margin during the 

same period, 22 to 37%.  

15% of those polled still had 

no opinion.  The poll also 

showed residents support 

key portions of Evers’ 

agenda including a raise in 

the minimum wage, 

spending more on special 

education and legalizing 

medical marijuana. 

A year ago the University of 

Wisconsin-Stevens Point 



planned to cut 13 majors 

from its programs.  Now, 

that’s not going to happen.  

Chancellor Bernie Patterson 

said working through their 

shared governance 

process, they found 

opportunities to innovate 

and restructure, saving the 

programs.  Budget 

reductions across campus 

from resignations and 

retirements helped the 

university address financial 

challenges. 
 

  
Record breaking snow falls 
overnight News 4/12/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Expect a sloppy commute 

this morning as record 

breaking snow and 

overnight sleet have 

backroads and highways 

slippery.  Crews have been 

out early for plowing, as is 

Wisconsin Public Service, 

catching up with scattered 

power outages, mostly from 

trees over power lines.  The 

storms, which dumped over 

a foot in parts of central 

Wisconsin again disrupted 



activities, closed schools 

and some businesses, 

athletic events are already 

short of full schedules and 

overall people are ready for 

a real spring to arrive.   

The trial of Robin Mendez 

opened in Oneida County 

Court yesterday.  The now 

70-year old is accused of 

killing his wife Barbara at 

the credit union where she 

worked 37 years ago.  

Defense attorneys accuse 

another man, Thomas Boze, 

who was at the credit union 

the day she was killed.  

Boze, from Lake Tomahawk, 

is long dead.  Prosecutors 

brought several people to 

the stand including the 

medical examiner and 

Minocqua Policeman at the 

time, and the older Mendez 

daughter.   

40-year old Bradley Grapp 

is in the Lincoln County Jail 

on a $5000 cash bond, 

accused of burglarizing a 



bar on Christmas day.  

Surveillance cameras 

captured the break in at Z’s 

four corners bar near 

Gleason.  A delayed alarm 

caused him to flee with an 

undetermined amount of 

money from video poker 

machines.  He pleaded not 

guilty yesterday and is back 

in court next Thursday. 

Presidential candidate and 

US Senator Bernie Sanders 

visits Wisconsin today as 

part of Midwest swing that’ll 

include Indiana, Ohio, 

Michigan and 

Pennsylvania.  President 

Donald Trump will be in 

Minnesota Monday. 
 

  
Marathon Co. daycare 
charged with abuse  News 4/12/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 County leaders say they 

are stunned by the 

allegations listed in the 

resignation letter submitted 

by former Columbia County 

District Attorney Tristan 

Eagon.  She says they used 

"strong arm" tactics with her 

and deliberately kept her 



office under-staffed.  Eagon 

had been on the job for just 

less than three months 

when she left abruptly 

Tuesday.  County Board First 

Vice Chairman Dan Drew 

says he doesn't think 

anybody in Columbia 

County government 

understands what she's 

talking about.  Drew says 

county officials made no 

hiring decisions for the D-A's 

office. 

A Marathon County 

daycare provider is 

charged with child abuse -- 

for the third time.  Twenty-

eight-year-old Merisa Sell 

made a court appearance 

yesterday.  The charges are 

connected to a report in 

October 2017 when the 

victim's parents noticed 

fingerprint marks on his 

thighs after they picked him 

up.   

The Public Service 

Commission approved 



plans for two solar farms 

which will produce enough 

electricity to power 120-

thousand homes for a year.  

The farms near Two Rivers 

and in Iowa County will 

more than quadruple 

Wisconsin's solar capacity.   

After decades of running 

the Heatherstone 

Enterprises farm in Baraboo, 

Mike Holschbach is 

stepping down.  

Holschbach is the former 

president of the World Dairy 

Expo.  Heartherstone has 

been operating in Baraboo 

for 58 years and 

Holschbach bought it from 

his in-laws in 1984.  He says 

he's ready to retire from 

selling cattle and dairy 

products, but he's not sure 

what he will do next.  More 

than 230 cattle will be on 

the auction block this 

weekend. 
 

  
Oneida Co. salutes first 
responders News 4/15/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The reservation and sales 

teams of American Airlines 



will work with customers to 

manage their travel plans 

as the carrier cuts 115 flights 

per day because of 

problems with the Boeing 

737 Max aircraft.  The US 

grounded the planes last 

month after two deadly 

crashes.  The cancellations 

will run through mid-august.   

Another retailer is looking to 

bolster business.  Bed Bath 

& Beyond will close about 

40 stores nationwide.  The 

home goods store operates 

1500 locations across the 

country and officials say 

they’re looking to negotiate 

better leases with landlords 

and build 21 new next 

generation lab stores to 

enhance the shopping 

experience.   

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department, like many law 

enforcement agencies 

across the state are 

thanking the real first 

responders in an 



emergency, the 911 

dispatchers.  This is National 

Public Safety 

Telecommunicators Week 

and dispatchers answer the 

calls when help is needed 

the most.  Oneida county 

dispatch handled nearly 

46,500 calls last year. 

If you’re one of those 

taxpayers who have yet 

to file their tax returns, you 

still have a few options.  

Today is the deadline to file 

an individual tax return and 

pay any owed taxes.  The 

IRS is closed tomorrow for 

Emancipation Day, so in 

most places the deadline is 

actually Wednesday.  Filing 

extensions and other 

options are available online 

at IRS dot gov. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo 

had 24 points and 17 

rebounds and the top-

seeded Milwaukee Bucks 

showed they’re serious 

https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Living/hack-tax-day/story?id=61985343
https://abcnews.go.com/alerts/taxes


about making a playoff run 

with a 121-86 rout of the 

Detroit Pistons in Game 1 

last night. 
 

 
State youth prison back in 
the news News 4/15/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The U-S attorney's office in 

Madison investigation 

found insufficient evidence 

to file charges connected 

to alleged civil rights 

violations at the state's 

youth prison.  Staff 

members at Lincoln Hills in 

Irma had been accused of 

using unreasonable force 

multiple times.  The 

challenge for prosecutors 

would have been to prove 

the staffers used more force 

than necessary.  The 

Wisconsin Legislature has 

passed a measure closing 

the prison by 2021.  The 

state plans to build two new 

juvenile facilities. 

Wisconsin-based Shopko 

reached an agreement 

with a buyer to sell its 

optical business for eight-

and-a-half-million dollars 



cash.  The company just 

announced it was selling 

that business last Thursday, 

so the agreement came 

quickly.  The buyer is 

Shoptikal L-L-C, an affiliate 

of Monarch Alternative 

Capital.  The final 

agreement and the 

takeover process still have 

to be approved by a 

bankruptcy court.  The deal 

could save as many as 700 

jobs at the former Shopko 

locations. 

A crash early this morning 

has a 21-year old 

Rhinelander man cited for 

OWI.  The accident 

reported shortly after 2:30 

on Hwy 17 in Gleason when 

the vehicle left the road 

and struck a home.  No 

injuries were reported.   

 The number of clean 

energy jobs nationwide fell 

last year, at least partially 

due to the Trump 

administration's tariffs on 



imported solar panels.  

Wisconsin's clean energy 

industry bucked the trend.  

Nearly 18-hundred new jobs 

in the renewable energy 

field were added in the 

state.  Wisconsin 

employment in energy 

efficiency and renewable 

energy generation grew by 

an estimated two-point-four 

percent. 
 

 
Mendez murder trial 
continues this morning News 4/16/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Mendez Murder trial 

resumes this morning in 

Oneida County Court.  The 

now 70-year old Robin 

Mendez is accused of killing 

his wife, Barbara, in 1982 in 

Minocqua.  Prosecutors 

brought in Mendez’s 

brother to testify yesterday, 

as the two worked together 

in the family’s upholstery 

business.  Investigators and 

forensic experts believe it 

was a pry bar, a type used 

by Mendez, was used to kill 

the woman.  Mendez’s ex-

wife and Barbara’s sister 



also took the stand 

yesterday.   

 

The state Supreme Court 

will consider a challenge to 

Republican-backed laws 

passed in a lame duck 

session last year, limiting the 

power of the newly elected 

governor and attorney 

general.  Democrats Tony 

Evers and Josh Kaul beat 

the GOP in the midterm 

elections and the laws 

approved restricted how 

they could maneuver in 

lawsuits without getting 

legislative approval first.   

 

In other news, Kaul 

announced yesterday the 

US court of appeals 

approved his motion to 

dismiss Wisconsin from a 

multistate lawsuit 

challenging federal rules 

regulating certain air 

pollutants, including 

mercury.  Earlier this month 



the court approved his 

request to withdraw the 

state from another suit 

challenging federal health 

care reforms.   

 

Wisconsin Public Service 

begins a drawdown of the 

Wisconsin River next month 

to start improvements to 

the Wausau hydro dam.  

The 14-foot drop will affect 

the fishing between 

Wausau and Brokaw and 

the DNR is closing the area 

beginning May first.  The 

whitewater kayaking course 

will also close but 

improvements will be made 

there along with shoreline 

maintenance by the parks 

and rec department. 
 

 
A Merrill could be sentenced 
to 100 years behind bars News 4/16/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Columbia County 

prosecutor wanted a year, 

but a truck driver who 

caused a fatal crash was 

sentenced to 60 days in jail 

Monday.  Forty-two-year-

old Patrick Craft had been 



accused of texting while 

driving when he blew 

through a stop sign and his 

semi slammed into a van.  

Driver Christine Novak 

suffered fatal injuries in the 

August 2017 wreck.  Craft 

will be on probation for four 

years when he gets out. 

If found guilty of sexually 

assaulting his former 

girlfriend in her home, a 

man from Merrill could be 

sentenced to more than 

100 years behind bars.  

Forty-four-year-old Spencer 

Smith faces several felony 

charges in the incident 

which happened last 

week.  Lincoln County 

authorities say Smith has 

several sexual assault 

convictions in another 

state.  Smith is accused of 

going into the victim's home 

and groping her, breaking 

her phone, pushing her into 

the bedroom and forcing 

her into a sex act. 



Harley-Davidson workers in 

Milwaukee and Tomahawk 

have a new contract.  

United Steelworkers voted 

to ratify the new five-year 

deal  two weeks ago.  More 

than one-thousand 

Wisconsin workers are 

affected.  They get a 

signing bonus, two 

incentive plans, pension 

improvements and a 14-

percent wage hike over the 

life of the contract. 

The North Lakeland 

Discovery Center in 

Manitowish Waters has 

been recognized for their 

extraordinary volunteer and 

professional efforts to 

protect and improve our 

lakes and waterways.  The 

Wisconsin Lakes 

Stewardship Award 

recognized the center for 

working to keep the state’s 

legacy of lakes safe and 

secure for future 

generations.   
 



 
Sentencing for Jake 
Patterson is set News 4/17/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Sentencing for Jake 

Patterson, who pleaded 

guilty last month to 

kidnapping 13-year old 

Jayme Closs and killing her 

parents is set for May 24th.  

But there are reports saying 

he was advised by his 

attorneys not to cooperate 

in the presentence 

investigation.  Officials 

informed the Barron County 

Court they’ll complete their 

work with whatever 

information they can 

obtain.   
 

DNR Secretary Preston Cole 

says he doesn't understand 

why baiting and feeding 

deer are still allowed in 

Wisconsin given the spread 

of chronic wasting disease.  

State law bans the practice 

in infected counties.  

Experts say baiting and 

feeding leads to deer 

congregating over the 

food, which can lead to the 



disease spreading. 

President Donald Trump 

brings his re-election 

campaign to Wisconsin 

next week, stopping at the 

Resch Center in Green Bay 

Saturday the 27th.   

 

Following up on complaints 

about odors coming from a 

city home, officials in 

Tomahawk are working with 

property owners to solve 

the problem.  The vacant 

home on the 1300 block of 

Kings Road has been 

overrun by cats the last 

several years.  In January, 

15 of them were removed 

by the Lincoln County 

Humane Society, who said 

the living conditions were 

extremely poor.   

 

The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association will realign 

football conferences next 

year.  In approving the plan 



yesterday, the WIAA will 

create conferences of 

either seven or eight teams 

across the state.  Currently 

anywhere from five to 

eleven teams make up 

some conferences and the 

organization, with support 

of coaches, will bring 

uniformity to the number of 

teams. 

 
 

 
A Waupaca man is going to 
prison in the death of a 
teenager News 4/17/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Oneida County board 

dissolved the committee 

studying the Foster & Smith 

complex in Rhinelander for 

a new location for the 

highway department.  They 

also killed any interest in the 

facility, being vacated 

when Petco announced 

the business was closing.  A 

group of supervisors had 

been working to secure the 

site and renew discussions 

with Kwik Trip, whose 

expressed interest in the 

current site of the county 

shop on Hwy 8 just west of 



the city.   

A Waupaca man is going 

to prison for five years for 

running down a teenager, 

then leaving him to die on 

a rural road.  Forty-seven-

year-old Michael 

Pribbernow told 

investigators he drank 10 

beers and four-or-five shots 

last July before the 

accident.  He said he didn't 

think he had hit anyone 

when he was interviewed 

six days later.  Eighteen-

year-old Timothy Cruse of 

Amherst was found dead 

on a rural road near 

Waupaca. 

A bipartisan group of 

Wisconsin lawmakers is 

working on a bill to create a 

uniform procedure for the 

processing and collection 

of sex assault kits.  Attorney 

General Josh Kaul joined 

the group yesterday to 

announce the legislation is 

designed to do away with 



backlogs of kits needing to 

be processed.  The bill has 

the support of Wisconsin 

law enforcement officials 

and advocates for sexual 

assault victims.  It includes 

timeline requirements to 

move the process along 

when the evidence is 

collected.  Oneida Co. 

Sheriff's Captain Terri Hook 

says her department sends 

five to 10 sexual assault kits 

to Madison every year for 

testing. 
 

 
A child is treated for sexual 
assault News 4/18/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A child was treated in 

Wausau and a Minocqua 

man is in jail for sexual 

assault.  34-year old 

Anthony LaRose is charged 

with a felony count of first 

degree sexual assault of a 

child.  Appearing via video 

LaRose admitted thinking 

about hurting himself or 

others because of the 

incident.  Bond was set at 

$50,000 cash.  He’s back in 

court next Wednesday. 



 

Earlier this week we told you 

about workers at the 

Harley-Davidson plants in 

Milwaukee and Tomahawk 

reaching agreement on a 

new contract.  Part of that 

pact with the United 

Steelworkers Union is a $10-

million investment in the 

facilities in Tomahawk.   

 

After a two year federal 

probe into abuses at 

Lincoln Hills juvenile prison in 

Irma ended with no 

charges, Attorney General 

Josh Kaul says he’s not 

going to begin new 

investigations.  He said 

yesterday the government 

conducted a full and 

thorough investigation into 

the facts.  There is still a 

court order in place 

restricting the use of strip 

searches and pepper spray 

at the facility.   

 



As the state looks at revising 

the original contract with 

Foxconn, Governor Tony 

Evers says it’s “unrealistic” to 

think the technology giant 

will employ 13,000 people.  

Recent changes reduced 

the size and scope of the 

planned manufacturing 

facility yet the company 

maintains they’ll still invest 

$10-billion in Wisconsin.   

 

After nearly two years of 

waiting, America will get 

some answers straight from 

Robert Mueller as the 

Justice Department is 

expected to release a 

redacted version of the 

special counsel's report on 

Russian election 

interference and President 

Trump's campaign today. 

 

 
State senior care program 
extended another 10 years News 4/18/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The federal government 

has notified the state of 

Wisconsin its SeniorCare 

program has been 



extended for 10 years.  

SeniorCare makes 

prescription drugs available 

to people 65 and older for 

between five-and-10 

dollars, with no gaps in 

coverage.  Users pay 30-

dollars-a-year.  Members of 

both parties say the 

program is a success 17 

years after it was first put 

into place.  Extensions are 

normally for three years, so 

the 10-year announcement 

is being called good, but 

unusual. 

U-S Senator Amy Klobuchar 

is going to buck the trend 

and make an appearance 

on the Fox News Channel 

next month for a town hall 

meeting.  The Minnesota 

Democrat who is running for 

president will be in 

Wisconsin.  Democrats 

often avoid Fox programs, 

but Klobuchar may feel she 

needs the exposure to 

potential voters who may 



not know about her.  The 

only other Democrat 

running for president who 

has made a Fox News 

Channel appearance is 

Vermont Senator Bernie 

Sanders. 

 U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

says he's working to 

toughen the standard for 

asylum seekers who show 

up at this country's southern 

border.  The Wisconsin 

Republican says he'd like to 

see a requirement of a 

"more than probable 

chance" they will 

experience violence or 

persecution if they return to 

their home countries.  Right 

now, if people arriving at 

the Mexican border can 

show "credible fear," they 

are allowed to stay in this 

country as their case moves 

through the courts.  

Johnson says those cases 

need to be adjudicated 

more quickly and asylum 



seekers should be detained 

during the process. 
 

 
Water levels rise at Lake 
Wausau News 4/19/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Water levels rose on Lake 

Wausau yesterday, spilling 

into homes along Country 

Club Road in Schofield.  

Some of the homes in that 

area needed to be 

evacuated after the river 

poured over the street in 

the afternoon.   All lanes of 

business 51 in Rothschild 

near Military Road are 

closed because the 

Wisconsin River is over its 

banks.  Areas in 

Kronenwetter and Plover 

are also closed due to high 

water.     Dangerous water 

levels prompted the Merrill 

Parks and Recreation 

Department to Close 

Stange Park, Ott’s and 

Riverside Parks through the 

weekend.  They’ll be re-

evaluated Monday.  Prairie 

Trails is also closed as the 

water is over the banks at 



Lion’s Park.   

Electrical problems may 

have sparked a fire that 

damaged the Log Cabin 

Bar in New London.  The fire 

reported just before 4:30 

yesterday afternoon as 

heavy smoke was coming 

from below the living 

quarters behind the bar on 

Hwy 54.  The basement was 

gutted and the bar has 

smoke damage.  It’s not 

known when or if the 

business will reopen. 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department is again 

warning residents of phone 

scams.  Scammers pretend 

to be with the IRS or 

Wisconsin Public Service 

demanding money.  

Several have recently 

appeared with local 

numbers displayed on the 

caller ID, inquiring about 

social security or driver’s 

license numbers.  Reports of 

them posing as being from 



Microsoft, saying your IP 

address on your computer 

is invalid are growing.  And 

there are others.  Officials 

remind people to never 

reveal personal information 

over the phone. 
 

 
Foxcon remains committed 
to building in the state News 4/19/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Foxconn remains 

committed to its multi-billion 

dollar deal with the state of 

Wisconsin.  The Taiwan-

based technology giant 

commented the day after 

Governor Tony Evers said it 

is "unrealistic" to expect the 

company to hire 13-

thousand workers.  The 

liquid crystal display 

manufacturing facility 

being built in Racine 

County is much smaller 

than originally planned.  

Evers says he wants to revisit 

the contract and Foxconn 

says it is open to 

consultation and new 

ideas. 

Immigration authorities 

have withdrawn their 



application to build a 

detention center in New 

Richmond.  That decision 

was made after city officials 

rejected the proposal from 

the organization in charge 

of Immigration Customs 

Enforcement, or ICE.  New 

Richmond didn't feel the 

detention center would fit 

into its comprehensive 

plan.  The federal agency 

had promised it would 

mean almost 220 fulltime 

jobs, 23-and-a-half-million 

dollars in annual labor 

income and nearly 39-

million in annual economic 

impact for New Richmond 

and St. Croix County. 

The U-S Department of 

Agriculture reports the 

number of women in that 

field is growing in 

Wisconsin.  About 35-

percent of all Wisconsin 

farmers were women as of 

2017.  Many of the 40-

thousand women counted 



in the Agriculture Census 

hold leadership roles.  A 

change in how farm data is 

collected plays a role in 

those statistics, but women 

are still the fastest growing 

segment of farmers in the 

state. 

The Brewers try to snap a 

two-game losing streak 

tonight against the Dodgers 

and it’s the Bucks and 

Pistons tonight in game 

three of their first round 

playoff series. 
 

 
A large part of central Wis. 
Under flood warnings News 4/22/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A large part of north central 

Wisconsin are under flood 

watches into tomorrow 

morning.  Those counties 

include:  Forest, Langlade, 

Lincoln, Marathon, 

Menominee, Oneida, 

Portage, Shawano, Vilas, 

Waupaca, Waushara and 

Wood.  Locally heavy rain is 

expected today and rivers, 

already swollen from the 

rapidly melting snow are 

reaching peak levels.  Flood 



warnings are posted on 

many parts of the Wisconsin 

River running through 

Marathon County to the 

Whiting Dam in Portage 

County.  Last night the river 

was already a foot over 

flood stage and water is 

approaching buildings in 

DC Everest and Oak Island 

Parks in Wausau.    Warnings 

stretch all the way down to 

Winnebago County. 

Yet, as wet as it is, the fire 

danger is still quite high.  A 

passing plane reported a 

fire yesterday in the Town of 

Stockton, prompting nearly 

10 agencies to respond.  

The fire charred about six 

acres before it was 

contained.   

84-year old Richard 

Czarnecki from Rothschild 

was reported missing since 

last October.  Late Friday, 

authorities in Forest County 

responded to a call of a 

vehicle off the road near 



the intersection of Hwy 32 

and Strong Road in the 

Town of Argonne.  The 

vehicle was in a densely 

wooded area with 

Czarnecki inside.   

Funding for higher 

education in Wisconsin fell 

more than 8% in the last five 

years.  A new by the State 

Higher Education Executive 

Officers Association study 

finds the state among those 

with the largest declines in 

higher education funding 

per student.  Only 

Mississippi, West Virginia and 

Oklahoma saw larger 

drops.   
 

 
Police respond to fight at 
Lincoln Hills school News 4/22/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

One person was injured 

and a second arrested 

after deputies and officers 

from Merrill and Tomahawk 

police departments 

responded to a report of a 

fight at Lincoln Hills School 

in Irma.  Shortly before three 

Saturday afternoon, a 911 

call from the institution 



reported the incident which 

involved numerous people 

in the visitor area.  A 47 year 

old Racine woman was 

arrested on a charge of 

disorderly conduct and a 

22 year old Wisconsin 

Rapids woman was taken 

to Ascension Good 

Samaritan Health Center for 

treatment of minor injuries.  

 

The National Indian Gaming 

Commission reports it has 

issued nearly 530 violations 

to the St. Croix Chippewa 

tribal leaders.  The federal 

gaming regulators say the 

St. Croix Casino-Turtle Lake 

made 275 payments 

totaling more than 560-

thousand dollars to tribal 

members over a two-year 

period.  The feds say some 

of the money was used for 

trips to Hawaii and Las 

Vegas.  They think at least 

one-and-a-half-million 

dollars in casino funds were 



taken.  The tribe could be 

facing up to 27-million 

dollars in fines. 

 

Focused law enforcement 

patrols on county roads 

and trails are reminding 

drivers that mud running on 

county land or trespassing 

on private land can be 

costly.  Last week the 

Lincoln County Recreation 

Deputy made contact with 

drivers from Merrill, Wausau 

and Rhinelander driving on 

county roads or trails with 

trucks causing damage.  In 

each case the damage will 

be assessed by the County 

Forestry Department who 

may request restitution for 

the damage done to land, 

trails or roads.  

 
 

 
Another resignation at 
Rhinelander City Hall News 4/23/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

In what’s becoming a 

common occurrence at 

Rhinelander City Hall, 

another resignation.  This 



time administrative assistant 

Stephanie Rain/ah/chek.  

She cited an extreme 

amount of tension and the 

difficulty in coming to work.  

Her last day in May 10th.  

Rain/ah/chek was also one 

of five city employees to 

sign a declaration of no 

confidence in administrator 

Daniel Guild.  That was just 

the beginning.  At last 

night’s Common Council 

meeting a number of 

employees with the 

department of public works 

stepped up with prepared 

statements echoing 

Rain/ah/chek’s complaints 

but went much further, 

speaking of harassment, 

retribution and being 

ignored.  We reached out 

to department head Tim 

Kingman but there was no 

response.  However Guild 

said the complaints will be 

investigated, along with 

others pending, and will be 



dealt with in the best 

interests of the city.   

 

The defense in the Mendez 

murder trial asked the case 

be dismissed after the 

prosecution rested 

yesterday.  Attorney’s for 

Robin Mendez, accused of 

killing his wife Barbara in 

1982, said there’s no 

physical evidence, lack of 

a murder weapon and no 

DNA tying him to the crime.  

They say another man had 

the motive and was at the 

Park City Credit Union the 

day Barbara was killed.   

 

An accident late yesterday 

afternoon in St. Germain 

injured two people.  

Authorities said a car rolled 

off Hwy 70, throwing the 

driver and a small child out 

of the vehicle.  Both are 

hospitalized with no update 

on their condition.  Two 

other children were not 



hurt.  The accident closed 

the Hwy for about two 

hours.   
 

 
More negative words coming 
from Rhinelander City Hall News 4/23/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

While there were a number 

of business items on the 

agenda, Rhinelander’s City 

Council again faced 

criticism from employees 

complaining of being 

ignored, intimidated and 

harassed.  An emotional 

appeal for help came from 

one of them from the 

Department of Public Works 

which drew strong 

applause from the packed 

chamber.  The man running 

that department, Tim 

Kingman listened and told 

us this morning it’s nothing 

new and has been going 

on for years and that he too 

feels the pressure of 

intimidation and 

harassment.  He said it’s 

been more than 45 days 

since he submitted a no 

confidence letter on city 

administrator Daniel Guild.  



Yesterday, one of five 

employees who signed it, 

Stephanie Rain/ah/Chek, 

submitted her resignation.  

Kingman said nothing’s 

being done to solve 

problems and now with 

people speaking up there’s 

even more apprehension to 

go through proper channels 

to file grievances.  He said 

he’s going to keep showing 

up for work and wait for 

results from what he said 

are two state investigations 

into what’s going on in city 

hall.   

Fire yesterday afternoon 

damaged a Woodruff 

home.  Dispatch got the 

call just after 4:00 at 9051 S. 

Donna Drive.  First 

responders reported smoke 

visible from the living room 

of the two story home.  

Mutual aid was called off 

about 30 minutes later as 

things were under control.   

The DNR reminds 



homeowners spring has the 

highest number of 

complaints about bears, 

now emerging from their 

dens and looking for food.  

Bird feeders, dirty grills and 

garbage cans are favorite 

targets.   
 

 
Mendez murder case could 
go before a judge today News 4/24/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Mendez murder case 

could go to the judge 

today in Oneida County 

Court as closing arguments 

come this morning.  Then 

Judge Jill Fallstad will 

decide if 70-year old Robin 

Mendez killed his wife, 

Barbara in 1982.  The 

defense ended their case 

yesterday, putting the 

blame on another man, 

Thomas Boze, who was at 

the Park City Credit Union 

where she worked, the day 

of the murder.   

 

Merrill residents, upset 

about an unexpected tax 

increase presented recall 

petitions to the city clerk 



yesterday.  More than half 

the City Council are 

named.  Mayor Derek 

Woellner said an 

accounting error showed a 

3% tax increase in the 

budget but when 

approved was found to be 

7.4%, upsetting voters.  

Verifying the petitions is 

expected to take about a 

month and if confirmed, a 

recall election would be 

scheduled within six weeks. 

 

The three members of the 

Spirit Medical flight crew, 

killed when their helicopter 

went down a year ago will 

be remembered Friday.  

Ascension Wisconsin Spirit 

Medical Transport and Air 

Methods will host the 

special memorial event for 

flight nurse Klint Mitchell, 

flight paramedic Greg 

Rosenthal and pilot Rico 

Caruso who died when the 

craft crashed in Hazelhurst 



April 26th last year.   

 

Rhinelander Police will host 

active shooter training at 

the high school next month.  

The department has offered 

the program to businesses 

the last several years and 

discovered others wanted 

to as well.  Attendees learn 

what to do and how to 

reduce the dangers faced 

during one of these events. 
 

 
Shawano Co. man admits to 
scamming people out of 
money News 4/24/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

A U-S District Judge told 

Wisconsin Republican 

lawmakers they haven't 

demonstrated they have a 

right to intervene in a 

lawsuit filed by Planned 

Parenthood.  The women's 

health services agency is 

legally challenging the 

state's restrictions on 

abortions.  Federal Judge 

William Conley said 

allowing the intervention 

would inject politics and 

complicate the case 



needlessly. 

A Shawano County man 

pleaded guilty to charges 

he scammed investors out 

of 325-thousand dollars.  

Andrew Reyment of Cecil 

told his victims he needed 

the money for his growing 

fishing lure company, but 

he was actually using it to 

pay for gambling debts.  His 

girlfriend says Reyment 

produced a lure prototype, 

created a website and 

brochures, but she says the 

lure wouldn't even float.  

He’s being sentenced June 

21st. 

President Donald Trump is 

on Harley-Davidson's side 

this time.  He's threatening 

to escalate the trade war 

with the European Union 

over tariffs it puts on 

American motorcycles.  

Harley says it will consider 

putting its bikes together in 

Europe.  The last time 



company leaders 

suggested that they were 

harshly criticized by Trump.  

Harley-Davidson reported a 

26-percent drop in quarterly 

profit Tuesday. 

A law allowing Wisconsin 

authorities to draw blood 

from drunk driving suspects 

is being challenged before 

the U-S Supreme Court.  

Officers don't have to get a 

warrant to check a driver's 

blood for alcohol content in 

Wisconsin, just like more 

than two dozen other 

states.  Lawyers for a driver 

whose blood was drawn 

while he was unconscious 

say his Fourth Amendment 

protection against 

unreasonable searches and 

seizures was violated. 

 

 
Closing arguments wrapped 
up yesterday in the Mendaz 
murder case News 4/25/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Closing arguments 

wrapped up yesterday in 

Oneida County Court in the 

Mendez murder case.  The 



now 70-year old Robin 

Mendez is accused of killing 

his wife, Barbara, at the 

Park City Credit Union in 

Minocqua where she 

worked in 1982.  Substitute 

Judge Jill Fallstad after the 

two week trial, will render a 

decision next Tuesday 

afternoon.  

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court’s conservative 

majority will grow by one 

when Judge Brian 

Hagedorn takes his seat in 

August.  The state elections 

commission certified his 

victory yesterday with 5,962 

votes over Lisa Neubauer 

with the final tally just 19 

votes different from the 

unofficial count.    

Neubauer decided against 

a recount.  

There’s still no start date for 

the work to create a 

roundabout at the Hwys 8 & 

47 intersection west of 

Rhinelander.  The state 



department of 

transportation noted it will 

be sometime in early 

summer and run through 

late October.  In the 

meantime, the intersection 

and adjoining parts of 

Kemp Street into the city 

and Hwy 8 to the west 

continue to deteriorate,  

frustrating drivers who’ve 

already had to bear the 

expense of fixing vehicles 

after hitting huge potholes.   

The Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport will test its 

emergency response plan 

next week.  The exercise on 

Thursday morning will 

include a mock fire from an 

aircraft engine explosion.  

Also taking part will be the 

Oneida County 

Ambulance, Sheriff’s 

Department, office of 

emergency management 

and Rhinelander police and 

fire.  The drill tests 

equipment, 



communications and 

mutual aid assistance and 

identifies what worked, 

what didn’t and what can 

be improved upon.   
 

 
Fire damages Schofield 
home News 4/25/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Foxconn Technology Group 

has engaged in routine and 

good faith discussions with 

the Evers administration, but 

still intends to develop 13-

thousand Wisconsin jobs.  

Foxconn is looking for what 

it calls "flexibility" in its deal.  

Evers said the Taiwan-

based electronics giant 

reached out to his 

administration with several 

changes it wants to make in 

the contract.  The company 

agreed to invest 10-billion 

dollars and it is set to 

receive four-billion in tax 

credits. 

 

Fire this morning heavily 

damaged a Schofield 

home.  Grand Avenue 

across from the 19th Hole 



Bar was closed shortly after 

seven when the call came 

in.  The occupants were 

able to escape. 

 

Rhinelander high school 

students will learn about the 

dangers of combining cell 

phones and driving at an 

event tomorrow morning.  

The school is teaming up 

with AT&T, the Triple-A and 

Wisconsin State Patrol as 

part of the It Can Wait 

campaign reminding 

students that phone use 

should wait until after 

driving.  The event features 

the Triple-A’s distracted 

driving simulator, allowing 

student drivers to 

experience the extreme 

dangers of being on the 

phone while behind the 

wheel.   
 

The job pays 42-dollars-an-

hour, but Plumbers Union 

Local 75 in Milwaukee says 



a growing workload is 

driving the need for more 

workers qualified to replace 

lead pipes.  One plumber 

says they used to do 50-to-

60 lead line replacements 

each year -- now they're 

doing hundreds.  Replacing 

lead pipes in one home 

costs 10-thousand dollars 

and takes one worker a full 

day.  There are 170-

thousand lead service lines 

in the state. 
 

 
A routine traffic stop puts two 
in Wabeno jail  News 4/26/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A routine traffic stop in 

Wabeno this week has two 

people in the Forest County 

Jail.  Deputies with the 

sheriff’s department and 

the K9 unit uncovered a 

large amount of Fentanyl, 

digital scale, drug 

paraphernalia and cash.  

26-year old Kylee Tourtillott 

of Keshena and 29 year old 

Aaron Jacobs of Green Bay 

face charges of possession 

with intent to deliver, other 



drug charges and bail 

jumping.   

There’s now a $1000 reward 

for information leading an 

arrest in a poisoning case.  

The US Fish and Wildlife 

Service is posting the 

money in an effort to find 

who is poisoning pet dogs 

and wildlife in Bayfield, 

Marinette and Florence 

counties.  Tainted meat left 

on the ground has killed a 

number of animals within 

minutes of eating it.  

Anyone with information is 

asked to call the Wildlife 

Service office in Madison. 

Drivers on Thomas Street in 

Wausau can expect 

detours soon.  The city 

begins the second phase of 

the expansion to include a 

raised median and bike 

lanes.  This follows the work 

done in the summer of 2017 

on Thomas from South 4th 

Avenue to South 17th.  This 

project runs from 4th to the 



Wisconsin River Bridge.  

Work is planned through 

mid-November. 

While temperatures will be 

below normal this weekend, 

the North half of the state 

will miss a storm that will 

bring moderate snow to the 

south.  Around Wausau and 

Stevens Point a trace to an 

inch of snow may fall but 

Milwaukee and Madison 

could be looking at 3-to-5 

inches.   
 

 
Spirit helicopter crash 
victims memorialized in 
ceremony  News 4/26/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The U-S Chemical Safety 

Board wants the E-P-A to 

review a 1993 study on the 

safety of using hydrofluoric 

acid while making 

gasoline.  The explosion at 

the Husky Energy oil refinery 

in Superior last April led to 

the call.  The Environmental 

Protection Agency is tasked 

with determining how 

effective existing 

regulations are and 

whether it is viable to use 

safer technologies at 



refinery operations.  About 

one-third of the nation's 

refineries still use the volatile 

chemical. 

The crew of the Spirit 

Medical helicopter that 

went down last year, was 

remembered in a 

ceremony this morning.  

Rico Caruso, Klint Mitchell 

and Greg Rosenthal died 

when the aircraft, coming 

back to Woodruff from a 

patient transport in Madison 

April 26th, was only 12 miles 

out when it went down in 

the woods in Hazelhurst.   

Governor Tony Evers’ plan 

to legalize medical 

marijuana and small 

amounts of recreational pot 

is close to getting snuffed 

out.  Republican leaders 

working on the budget say 

the proposals won’t make it 

out of committee.  Work on 

the budget begins next 

week. 

Weather forecasters say it's 



possible -- not likely -- that 

the area of southern 

Wisconsin around Madison 

could receive three-to-

eight inches of snow 

Saturday.  Forecast models 

suggest a 75 percent 

chance of at least two 

inches of snow.  

Meteorologists say April 27th 

would be the latest date for 

significant snowfall in 

southern Wisconsin in the 

last five years.  Madison got 

a little over seven inches of 

snow on April 18th last year, 

but Saturday will be nine 

days after that calendar 

date. 
 

 
Illinois man takes off from 
Iron Co. police while in 
custody News 4/29/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

An Illinois man took off from 

Iron County officials while in 

custody.  The Sheriff’s 

Department reports the 

unidentified man was 

arrested on a disorderly 

conduct charge and an 

outstanding warrant.  

Shortly before noon 

Saturday he was taken to 



the hospital for a medical 

issue and while being 

escorted out a couple 

hours later he took off.  He 

was recaptured several 

minutes later and 

additional charges are 

pending.   

President Donald Trump 

stopped in Green Bay 

Saturday night at a rally 

attended by thousands.  

This was his first appearance 

in Wisconsin since last 

October when he was in 

Mosinee.   In advance of his 

address, the Democratic 

Party held a press 

conference where 

lawmakers encouraged 

others to focus their 

attention on the 2020 

elections and not the 

presidential visit.  Trump 

touched on a series of 

topics addressing issues 

concerning Wisconsin 

residents such as 

unemployment, factory 



jobs, and the farming 

industry.  

The issue of broadband 

access was the topic of a 

meeting in Schofield 

yesterday.  Farmers and 

rural community members 

emphasized the lack of 

service is not only costing 

them a lot but also 

negatively impacting 

businesses.  People are 

urged to engage in the 

political process and reach 

out to local officials.   

Relief could be in sight for 

the rising gasoline prices.  

GasBuddy spokesmen say 

prices should even out in 

May and begin to drop in 

June, likely staying at $2.75 

through summer. 

The Boston Celtics cruised 

past the Milwaukee Bucks 

120-90 yesterday in the 

opener of their second-

round playoff series.  Game 

two tomorrow night. 
 



 
A busy day for Lincoln Co. 
officials yesterday News 4/29/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

A busy day yesterday for 

deputies with the Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s 

department, beginning 

early with the arrest of two 

Rhinelander residents after 

reports of a disturbance 

involving a gun in the Town 

of Harrison.  A 55-year old 

woman was taken into 

custody for obstructing 

officers.  A 55-year old man 

was picked up for bail 

jumping and resisting arrest.  

Later, a 27-year old Irma 

man was arrested on 

obstruction charges and 

three Tomahawk were 

cited for disorderly conduct 

after deputies investigated 

a crash in the Town of 

Bradley.  Finally a 55 year 

old Merrill man was arrested 

yesterday afternoon after 

reports of a suspicious 

vehicle in the Town of 

Schley.  He showed signs of 

impairment and in custody 

for a first offense OWI.  He 



also possessed a handgun 

and was charged with 

being armed while 

intoxicated.   

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

says Americans should think 

about what could have 

been accomplished over 

the last two years while 

officials were conducting 

what he calls "a witch 

hunt."  Attorney General 

William Barr already 

suggested he might not 

attend a hearing in the 

House of Representatives 

this week.  Johnson says the 

president and his supporters 

are understandably 

frustrated by the 

investigation about 

collusion with Russia.  The 

Wisconsin Republican calls 

the investigation "ridiculous," 

alleging corruption at the 

highest levels of the F-B-I. 

The Wisconsin Public Service 

Commission is taking public 

comments on plans for a 



new electricity-generating 

facility in Superior.  The 

proposed Nemadji Trail 

Energy Center would 

support efforts in the region 

to expand wind and solar 

energy.   
 

 
 A decision is expected 
today in the Mendez murder 
trial News 4/30/.19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A decision from substitute 

judge Jill Falstad is 

expected today in the case 

of Robin Mendez in Oneida 

County Court.  The 

Minocqua man, now 70-

years old is accused of 

killing his wife Barbara in 

1982.  The nearly two week 

trial before the court lasted 

nearly two weeks after 

wrapping up last 

Wednesday.   

Rhinelander’s Common 

Council meets in a special 

session tonight with a single 

item on the agenda.  

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

determined yesterday 

there’d be a quorum 

available to handle of issue 

of legal representation for 



the city.  City Attorney 

Carrie Miljevich’s position 

will terminate May 31st after 

council action earlier this 

month and the von Briesen 

& Roper law firm, based in 

Madison and Milwaukee is 

being recommended to 

represent the city moving 

forward.  The issue was on 

the agenda at a previous 

council meeting but was 

tabled for lack of 

information.   

A kidnapping investigation 

in Marathon County is 

connected to a traffic 

fatality yesterday.  Several 

agencies were assisting 

Everest Metro Police in 

locating a vehicle with a 

person suspected in a 

kidnapping attempt.  

Shortly before 8 yesterday 

morning, with officers 

pursuing the vehicle on I-39 

in Portage, it crashed into 

the back of a semi, killing 

the two occupants.  Since 



officers were involved, the 

Department of Criminal 

Investigations will handle 

the incident. 

While Republicans in both 

the Senate and Assembly 

remain opposed, state 

Democrats continue their 

efforts to legalize 

marijuana.  Supporters say 

the move would generate 

over 200 million dollars a 

year in benefits and 

revenue for the state. 
 

 
Gov. Evers to sign bill for the 
1

st
 time since he took office News 4/30/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin governor Tony 

Evers will sign a bill into law 

for the first time since he 

took office today.  The 

ceremony will be held in 

the rotunda of the state 

Capitol.  Governor Evers will 

put his signature on 

legislation barring the term 

"mental retardation" from 

use in state agency rules 

and regulations.  The bill 

passed with unanimous, 

bipartisan support.  The 

Democratic governor hasn't 



agreed with much of the 

work done by the 

Republican-dominated 

Legislature.  Only three of 

the bills he backs have 

been passed so far this 

session. 

A Democratic congressman 

from Wisconsin says he 

wants to see a full, 

unredacted version of the 

Mueller report on Russian 

interference with the 2016 

presidential election.  Ron 

Kind says the report makes 

it clear that Russian agents 

were involved in a 

conspiracy.  The Justice 

Department determined 

the contacts didn't rise to 

the level of a criminal 

conspiracy.  Kind says the 

president should take 

Russian interference in 

elections more seriously and 

protect the U-S from 

another foreign attack on 

our election system. 

A study by the Brookings 



Institute suggests 

automation could eliminate 

nearly half of all Wisconsin 

jobs.  The study finds 

agriculture, manufacturing, 

retail and food services are 

the areas most likely to be 

affected.  Brookings 

researchers say there will be 

a need to strengthen K-

through-12 curriculum in 

areas like computer 

science, coding and 

statistics to keep up with the 

changing types of jobs 

which are available.  The 

experts say Midwestern 

states are the most 

vulnerable to changes 

brought on by increasing 

automation. 
 

 
Interview Phone 04/11/19 835a 3 min. 

Talked to Amanda Mattke fro the Silver 
Blades ice skating club about a show in 
Eagle River 
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Rhinelander mayor speaks 
on a quorum News 5/1/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

On Monday Rhinelander 

Mayor Chris Frederickson 

determined a quorum 

would be present for a 

special Common Council 

meeting Tuesday night to 

authorize an expanded 

agreement with von Briesen 

law firm for legal services to 

the city.  That didn’t 

happen.  Three 

alderpersons could not 

attend and the Mayor 

cannot be counted to 

establish a quorum so the 

meeting was cancelled.  

Twice last month the issue 

has been before the 

council only to have it 

tabled for either 

incomplete information or 

too many questions 

regarding the firms 

relationship with the city.  In 

a statement last night 

Frederickson said he would 

not let inaction by the 

council impede efforts to 



address the concerns of 

city employees, mostly 

notably seven public works 

department employees 

with formal grievances and 

five others signing a no 

confidence letter 

concerning administrator 

Daniel Guild.  The mayor 

directed attorney James 

Macy with the von Briesen 

firm to conduct an 

investigation, beginning 

today, into the recent 

complaints.   

On another matter, 

Frederickson strongly denies 

allegations of any violation 

of the open meetings law, 

being accused along with 

four council members of 

having a walking quorum.  

Each signed a letter to 

Council President George 

Kirby about his behavior at 

a recent meeting.  State 

officials are looking into the 

matter and council 

member Ryan Rossing, a 



detective Sergeant with the 

Sheriff’s Department, is on 

paid leave until the matter 

is resolved.   
 

  
Men identified in car death News 5/1/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Department 

of Justice identified the two 

men killed while trying to 

get away from authorities 

Monday as 24-year-old Ter-

Rance Phillit Simmons and 

25-year-old Terrance P. 

Simmons.  The younger man 

was a suspect in a 

Marathon County 

kidnapping.  Their speeding 

car crashed into the back 

of a semi-trailer.   

Her fellow justices have 

elected Wisconsin Supreme 

Court Chief Justice 

Patience Roggensack to 

the leadership position for a 

third, two-year term.  The 

choice was announced 

yesterday, but the actual 

vote count was kept 

secret.  Roggensack 

assumed the court 

leadership position in 2015 



after voters approved a 

constitutional amendment 

which allowed justices to 

pick their leader.  Before 

that, the chief justice had 

been the longest-serving 

member.  

Meanwhile, the Court 

restored 82 people who 

had been appointed to 

state positions by former 

Governor Scott Walker.  His 

Democratic successor, Tony 

Evers, argued the 

appointments were 

invalidated after the lame-

duck session was ruled 

unconstitutional.  

Yesterday’s order is 

considered a victory for 

Republicans in the 

Wisconsin Legislature.  They 

had said the appointees 

were legally confirmed and 

should be able to keep 

their jobs. 

A three-judge panel of the 

7th U-S Circuit Court of 

Appeals upheld a federal's 



judge decision dismissing a 

lawsuit over the Ho-Chunk 

Nation's Wittenberg casino.  

The Stockbridge-Munsee 

Band of Mohicans argued 

against the expansion of 

the casino which opened in 

2008.  The suit was filed in 

2017.  Federal Judge James 

Peterson decided the six-

year statute of limitations 

lapsed three years before 

the Stockbridge-Munsee 

tribe filed its legal 

challenge.  The federal 

appeals court agreed 

yesterday. 
 

  
Rhinelander police respond 
to disturbance call News 5/2/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Oneida County law 

enforcement and 

Rhinelander Police were out 

in force yesterday following 

reports of a disturbance.  

Allegedly there was gunfire 

at an apartment on 

Overland Drive, west of the 

city off Hwy 17 and 

authorities were dispatched 

to the scene at 1:00.  

Nearby Crescent 



Elementary School went 

into an administrative 

lockdown as a result.  The 

body of a man was found 

shortly after 4:00 when the 

Special Response team got 

into the apartment.  A 

woman, believed to be in 

the room was able to 

escape.  Officials said there 

wasn’t any danger to the 

public and the situation was 

contained quickly.   

 

The State Patrol arrested a 

44-year old Merrill woman 

on a fourth OWI offense.  

Donna Huck was pulled 

over last night on Hwy 51 at 

Tamarack Lane for a 

registration violation and 

revoked driver’s license.  

Not only was she under the 

influence but Troopers 

found methamphetamine 

in the vehicle. 

 

Alzheimer’s research in the 

state is getting a 3-million 



dollar boost thanks to a 

federal grant.  Senator 

Tammy Baldwin announced 

the funding yesterday from 

the National Institute of 

Health to the research 

center at UW-Madison.  This 

funding will focus on 

prevention research that 

will help slow the impacts of 

Alzheimer’s disease. 

 

Wisconsin Republicans plan 

to remove more than 70 

policy items from the 

budget submitted by 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers.  Among the items, 

some of Evers’ signature 

proposals including 

Medicaid expansion, 

legalizing medical 

marijuana, capping 

enrollment in private 

voucher schools and 

repealing the state’s 

minimum markup on 

gasoline.  The first 

committee votes come 



next week. 

 
 

  
Millennials being drawn to 
Madison for wor.   News 5/2/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A bipartisan group of 

lawmakers is looking to 

remove the Personal 

Conviction exemption from 

vaccine requirements.  

State Representative Lisa 

Subeck says there are just 

too many people 

preventing their children 

from getting vaccines and 

that puts the state at a 

severe risk of losing basic 

group immunities to entirely 

preventable 

diseases. Subeck says social 

media hoaxes are 

somewhat to blame for the 

rise unvaccinated children.  

“These days it’s been 

harder and harder for 

people filter out 

misinformation from real 

information, and as a result 

more people are opting out 

out of fear, and that needs 



to stop.”  

High-income jobs and an 

affordable cost-of-living are 

combining to draw large 

numbers of millennials to 

Madison.  The National 

Association of Realtors 

reports 75 percent of the 

people who moved to 

Wisconsin's Capitol are 

members of that 

generation.  Some suggest 

the city's restaurants, music, 

parks and lakes are factors.  

There are negatives -- the 

high demand and low 

supply of housing units 

driving up the rent.  

There will be a lot of 

paperwork needed to 

make it happen, but the 

first steps are being taken to 

allow Milwaukee bars to 

stay open until 4:00 A-M 

during next year's 

Democratic National 

Convention.  Bars normally 

close at 2:00.  The head of 



the Wisconsin Restaurant 

Association says the 50-

thousand convention 

visitors to the state's largest 

city will be working late into 

the night and they will want 

to go out and have dinner.  

Keeping the bars operating 

an extra two hours would 

require a change in state 

law. 
 

  
Area woman sentenced to 
prison term News 5/3/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Two years in prison, the 

sentence for 28-year old 

Megan Danielczak.  The 

Rhinelander woman was 

sentenced yesterday in 

Oneida County Court for 

trying to hire someone to kill 

her husband.  She pleaded 

no contest to the charge of 

solicitation of first-degree 

homicide after paying an 

undercover officer for the 

job in February of last year.   
 

The disturbance just west of 

Rhinelander Monday 

morning that caused the 

lockdown of Crescent 



Elementary School ended 

up a suicide.  27-year old 

Anthony Sackett was found 

in an apartment on 

Overland Drive by members 

of the Oneida County 

Special Response Team 

after gunfire was reported.  

The incident remains under 

investigation. 

 

A suspect is in custody 

following an officer-

involved shooting in 

Marathon County.  One 

person was airlifted from 

the scene and is 

hospitalized with gunshot 

wounds.  The incident 

reported on Hwy 29 just 

west of County E near 

Abbotsford shortly before 

10 last night, closing all 

lanes of the highway.  No 

other information is 

available.   

 

A special training session 

next week will help people 



create something to 

comfort people grieving 

the loss of a loved one.  

Ascension at Home in 

Rhinelander is adding to 

their volunteer seamstress 

team to create memory 

bears.  About 200 of the soft 

creatures have been made 

so far and the demand is 

growing.  The session is 

Tuesday the 7th at 10am at 

Ascension at Home on 

Davenport Street. 

 

Vehicles towing boats have 

been arriving at hotels and 

cabins across the North as 

thousands of anglers 

prepare for the state’s 

opening of the fishing 

season tomorrow.   
 

  
States fishing season opens 
tomorrow News 5/3/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Just two years ago Marcus 

Hutchins was called a hero 

for finding a "kill switch" that 

stopped the WannaCry 

virus as it hit computers 

around the world.  Now, he 

faces federal prison time.  



Hutchins made a Thursday 

appearance in U-S District 

Court in Milwaukee.  He has 

admitted he developed 

malware called Kronos 

which could be used to 

steal banking information.  

He faces up to 10 years in 

federal prison when he is 

sentenced in July. 

Following a meeting with 

Foxconn Technology C-E-O 

Terry Gou, Wisconsin's 

governor is backing off his 

comments suggesting the 

Taiwan-based electronics 

giant won't really hire 13-

thousand workers.  

Governor Tony Evers met 

with Gou in Milwaukee 

Thursday after Gou had a 

meeting with President 

Trump.  Now, Evers says the 

number of jobs created at 

the plant in southeast 

Wisconsin "could be less, 

but could be more" than 

13-thousand.  Gou is 

stepping away from day-to-



day operations at Foxconn 

as he runs for president of 

Taiwan. 

The state’s fishing season 

opens tomorrow, as marked 

by the flow of boat towing 

traffic headed north.  And 

while recreation officers 

and conservation wardens 

wish anglers success, there 

are also reminders that 

muskie season opens May 

25th and smallmouth bass 

season doesn’t open until 

June 15th.  And the seven 

waters making up the 

Minocqua Chain of lakes is 

still closed to walleye 

fishing.  This is the final year 

of a five year plan to re-

establish the species after 

native populations severely 

declined.   

And the Milwaukee Bucks 

and Boston Celtics meet in 

game three of the playoffs 

tonight. 
 

  
Brush fire in the town of 
Pelican News 5/6/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A brush fire Saturday 

afternoon charred under 



an acre in the town of 

Pelican.  The wooded area 

was sparked by a property 

owner burning debris shortly 

before 5:00.  About 5:30 a 

911 call noticed volunteers 

in Pine Lake to a structure 

fire on Crystal Lake Road.  A 

detached garage was 

destroyed and nearby trees 

and brush burned but the 

blaze was quickly 

contained.  The nearby 

home was not threatened 

and the cause is unknown.  

No one was home at the 

time.  Several departments 

responded to both fires.   

The state’s fishing season 

opened Saturday to mild 

temperatures, high water 

and decent success.  Boat 

landings were crowded 

across the North as visitors 

and locals alike hit the 

lakes.  DNR wardens 

reminds boaters the water is 

still cold and flotation 

devices should be worn 



while under power and to 

check special regulations 

posted at the landings. 

Gasoline prices have been 

climbing.  The average 

price for regular at the 

pump jumped five cents a 

gallon to $2.97 the past two 

weeks.  Industry analysts say 

prices have gone up 66 

cents since the beginning 

of the year and dropping 

crude oil prices could mean 

prices will stabilize soon.  

The highest average price is 

$4.14 a gallon in San 

Francisco while Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana is the 

lowest at $2.45. 

Drivers in Rhinelander 

should be aware the 

intersections at Timber Drive 

and Harvey Street will be 

closed this week as work on 

the Stevens Street project 

continues.  Contractors 

replacing sewer and water 

mains and WPS is installing 

new gas lines.   
 



  
Landowners in western Wis. 
File lawsuits over fracing in 
the state News 5/6/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos plans to appeal a ruling 

which allows Democrats to 

depose him over the way 

Republicans drew up the 

state’s legislative 

boundaries.  A group of 

voters filed a federal lawsuit 

four years ago saying those 

boundaries represent an 

unconstitutional 

gerrymander.  Vos says 

legislative privilege protects 

him from being sued.  One 

member of the three-judge 

panel which approved the 

deposition says the 

questioning of Vos isn’t 

relevant. 

Forty landowners in western 

Wisconsin have filed four 

separate lawsuits against a 

pair of frac sand mines.  

They say the facilities in 

Whitehall and Blair are 

covering their homes with 

dust, polluting their wells 

and driving down property 

values.  Those neighbors say 



their health is being 

affected negatively.  Hi-

Crush Proppants mines the 

sand for use in the fracking 

process.  A spokesperson 

for the Texas-based 

company says it plans to 

fight the claims. 

Barron High School was full 

of activity Saturday as the 

community again rallied in 

a fund raiser supporting 

Jayme Closs and her family.  

The celebration had music 

and food, auctions, raffles 

and Small Town Strong shirts 

for sale.   

CBS News President and 

Senior Executive Producer 

Susan Zirinsky this morning 

announced a new 

weekday anchor lineup 

naming Norah O’Donnell 

Anchor and Managing 

Editor of the CBS EVENING 

NEWS and Gayle King, 

Anthony Mason and Tony 

Do/cope/pulll Co-Hosts of 



CBS THIS MORNING.  The 

new CBS THIS MORNING 

team launches May 20. The 

CBS EVENING NEWS WITH 

NORAH O’DONNELL debuts 

this summer in New York 

and moves to its 

permanent home in 

Washington, D.C. this fall. 

 

  
One of five men in killing 
pleads guilty News 5/7/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 One of five men accused 

of killing a Lac du Flambeau 

man pleads guilty.  29-year 

old Evan Oungst took a 

plea deal to second 

degree reckless homicide in 

the death of Wayne 

Valliere, Jr in December of 

2017.  His body was found 

near Mercer New Year’s 

Day.  Oungst also faces a 

number of other felonies 

including hiding a corpse, 

harboring a felon and drug 

possession.  A sentencing 

date hasn’t been set. 

 

A Minocqua contractor 

faces felony theft charges.  



58-year old Gerald Stodola 

faces two counts of 

misappropriating funds, 

including work on the new 

building for the St. Germain 

Chamber of Commerce.  

He’s filed a motion to 

dismiss the charges citing 

lack of evidence.  A pre-

trial conference is set for 

May 24th.   

 

Recall petitions turned in by 

angry Merrill residents over 

unexpected tax increases 

have more work to do.  The 

five aldermen targeted are 

challenging the submissions.   

At issue is where the papers 

listed the reasons for the 

recall, which were on the 

back instead of the front.   

The recall committee must 

now file rebuttals to the 

aldermen’s challenges and 

it will be up to the city clerk 

to decide if the error would 

invalidate the petitions.   

 



A threat yesterday caused 

the evacuation of the high 

school in Abbotsford.  

Police say the threat was 

written inside the school but 

it was unsubstantiated.  No 

danger was found and 

students were released at 

the normal time. 

 

The Milwaukee Bucks beat 

Boston last night 113-101 

and could wrap up the 

playoff series tomorrow 

night at home.   
 

  
Rhinelander city board to 
meet News 5/7/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A new report from the 

Department of Health 

Services shows how much 

Wisconsin stands to gain if 

federal Medicaid funds are 

accepted.  Oneida county 

would see a $17 million 

boost for programs nearly 

across the board.  Other 

investments in community 

health care include Vilas 

county with 9 million, 

Lincoln with 10, Langlade at 

8 million, forest at four and 



price at six million.  The 

federal funds combined 

with Governor Tony Evers’ 

budget would bring the 

statewide total to more 

than 2 point four billion 

dollars.   

Rhinelander’s Board of 

Review meets Monday at 

city hall.  Property taxpayers 

are reminded to review 

their assessments and if 

there are questions or 

disagreements they can be 

appealed before the 

board.  The meeting runs 

from 4-to-6 in the executive 

meeting room. 

A Wisconsin man is facing 

drug charges in Ontario for 

trying to the cross the U-S 

border at International Falls 

with cocaine.  Twenty-

three-year-old Lynn 

MacDonald of New London 

was taken into custody by 

the Canada Border Services 

Agency Sunday in Fort 

Frances.   The Ontario 



Provincial Police say 

MacDonald is charged with 

six counts including 

possessing and importing 

cocaine, possession of 

crack cocaine and illicit 

cannabis.  He's scheduled 

to appear in an Ontario 

court next month. 

Forward Rhinelander 

announces the second 

annual class of Top 10 

Under 40 honorees.  Ten 

outstanding young adults 

are recognized in business 

success, mentorship and 

leadership and civic and 

philanthropic activities.  The 

announcement takes place 

next Wednesday as part of 

the Chamber’s Business 

After Five event at the Days 

Inn, downtown. 
 

  
Marshfield clinic discussing a 
merger with Gunderson News 5/8/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A man overdosed on 

Fentanyl last month had 

Forest County authorities 

revive him with three doses 

of Narcan.  Sheriff’s 

deputies were dispatched 



to a home in Crandon after 

a 911 call reported a 27-

year old man was not 

breathing.  He was treated 

and taken to the hospital.  

Detectives found more of 

the drug and other items in 

the home after search 

warrants were executed on 

Monday.  31-year old 

Brandon Pridgeon of 

Milwaukee and 19-year old 

Shavonn Tuckwab of 

Crandon were arrested and 

face felony charges of 2nd 

degree recklessly 

endangerment and 

delivery of narcotics.  Both 

are in the Forest County Jail 

and more arrests are 

pending.   

The Marshfield Clinic and 

Gundersen Health System 

are discussing a merger.  

Both are working to deliver 

high quality health care 

and lowering costs 

collectively across 

Wisconsin, northeast Iowa 



and southeastern 

Minnesota.  The new system 

would have more than 

18,000 employees, 13 

hospitals and more than 

100 clinics including 

medical, eye care, dental, 

urgent care and 

pharmacies.  Company 

officials say the merger 

would bring together the 

best pieces of both 

organizations in the highly 

competitive and ever-

changing environment of 

rural healthcare. 

Marathon County Board 

Supervisor Katie Rosenberg 

announced her candidacy 

for Wausau Mayor 

yesterday.  Current mayor 

Robert Mielke, serving since 

2016 hasn’t indicated 

whether he’ll plans to run 

for re-election.   Rosenberg 

said she’ll have specific 

plans and strategies for the 

city in the coming weeks.   

Sporadic flooding is likely 



these next two days with as 

much as two inches of rain 

forecast across northern 

and central Wisconsin.   
 

  
Expanding Medicaid in the 
state would lower health 
premiums News 5/8/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A report prepared for the 

Wisconsin Insurance 

Commissioner's Office finds 

expanding Medicaid would 

lower premiums on the 

individual health insurance 

market.  Wakely Consulting 

Group finds the premiums 

could drop by seven-to-11 

percent.  Governor Tony 

Evers wants to accept 

federal money to expand 

Medicaid, but the 

Legislature's Joint Finance 

Committee plans to vote to 

kill the idea tomorrow.  

Republican opponents say 

adding 82-thousand people 

to Medicaid would increase 

private insurance costs and 

expose Wisconsin to 

financials risks if the feds 

drop the reimbursement. 

She's already been on the 

job for more than a year.  



Now, a Wisconsin Senate 

committee unanimously 

recommended Meagan 

Wolfe be confirmed as the 

leader of the state Elections 

Commission.  No one spoke 

against Wolfe at a hearing 

yesterday.  The Senate has 

the final say. 

No injuries are reported 

after a legendary 

downtown Oshkosh bar 

burned to the ground 

yesterday.  Fire crews were 

called to the location on 

North Main shortly before 

1:45 A-M.  Brisk north winds 

spread the flames from the 

burning building to Mabel 

Murphy's bar next door.  In 

a little more than an hour, 

the bar was destroyed.  

Eight people escaped the 

burning structure without 

being injured.  The building 

itself was more than 120 

years old and Mable 

Murphy's had just been 

celebrating 45 years in 



business. 

With a win tonight at home, 

the Milwaukee Bucks will 

make it to the Eastern 

Conference finals for the 

first time in 18 years.  The 

hold a 3-1 advantage over 

the Boston Celtics. 
 

  
Area man in jail on sex 
charges News 5/9/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Three years ago Bradley 

Hilmer of Woodruff was 

convicted of sending 

obscene photos and 

messages.  Now 20 years 

old, he’s accused of 

attempted sexual assault of 

a child and using a 

computer to facilitate a sex 

crime.  Last month he set up 

a meeting with who he 

though was a 15-year old 

girl.  He was arrested at a 

gas station when met by 

undercover officers.  Bond 

was set at $5000 cash 

yesterday and he’s back in 

Oneida County Court 

Tuesday morning.    

 



A bipartisan bill proposal 

would require 

pharmaceutical companies 

to justify drug price 

increases and report them 

to the federal government 

before they increase the 

price.  Co-authored by 

Senator Tammy Baldwin, 

the Fair Drug Pricing Act 

would force the companies 

to submit a transparency 

and justification report 30 

days before a price 

increase. 

Students at Antigo High 

School are getting hands 

on emergency training.  A 

partnership between 

Northcentral Technical 

College and Aspirus 

Langlade Hospital provides 

instruction to develop first 

aid, CPR and AED skills.  

Students will know how to 

assist in the event of a 

stroke, heart attack, allergic 

reaction and an obstructed 

airway.   



 

For the first time in a 

decade the 2019 deer 

hunting season in Wisconsin 

doesn’t include any buck-

only counties.  The DNR 

presents the season 

structure to its board later 

this month after no county 

deer advisory council 

requested the designation.   

 

After sweeping Detroit in 

the first round of the 

playoffs, the Milwaukee 

Bucks routed the Boston 

Celtics last night 116-91 to 

advance to the Eastern 

Conference final.   
 

  
Western Wi. Man has charge 
dropped but still faces other 
charges News 5/9/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Chippewa County 

district attorney's office has 

dropped a reckless 

endangerment charge 

against a Holcombe man, 

but he still has a bigger 

legal problem in Rusk 

County.  Preston Kraft was 

accused of threatening to 

kill Robert Pettit, but there 



were no witnesses so the 

charge was dismissed.  Kraft 

is still facing homicide 

charges in Pettit's 2018 

death.  He was arrested last 

year after a five-day 

manhunt. 

A group of Republican 

lawmakers are saying the 

governor's decision to give 

temporary raises to workers 

at six state prisons isn't fair.  

They say compensation 

should be addressed in the 

budgeting process.  

Nineteen of them signed a 

letter to Governor Tony 

Evers Wednesday 

complaining about the 

raises of up to five-dollars-

an-hour at Columbia, 

Dodge, Green Bay, 

Taycheedah and Waupun 

correctional institutions -- 

plus the Lincoln Hills youth 

prison.  The lawmakers who 

signed the letter have state 

facilities in their districts. 

Republicans began 



dismantling Democratic 

governor Tony Evers budget 

today.  The GOP plans to 

scrap expanding Medicaid, 

legalizing medical 

marijuana and raising the 

minimum wage.  Polls show 

broad public support for 

the issues.  

The Vilas county sheriff’s 

department reminds drivers 

to use caution when driving 

around Eagle River 

Saturday.  The annual 

Journey’s Marathon runs 

between 730 and 2 in 

several locations around 

town.  The ATV/UTV trail will 

also be closed between 6 

and 4 from the corner of 

Illinois Street on the north 

side of the recreation 

bridge to the south end of 

riverview park at the 

crossing of hwy 45 in eagle 

river. 
 

  
Eagle River city council 
looking to raise room tax  News 5/10/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Despite opposition from the 

hospitality industry in the 



area, Eagle River’s City 

Council is looking to raise 

the room tax rate and help 

fund the repairs needed for 

hockey arena.  The historic 

dome was originally built in 

1925, is host to most hockey 

and skating events in the 

area and houses the 

Wisconsin Hockey Hall of 

Fame.  It also hasn’t been 

renovated in decades.  

Council members said 

nearly doubling the rate 

wouldn’t hurt businesses but 

opponents said everyone 

should be involved and the 

city should slow down and 

explore other options. 

 

Another dome project, this 

one in Spencer is on hold.  

The $6-million plan was 

supported by a referendum 

last month and officials are 

waiting for funds from the 

Federal Emergency 

Management Agency.  The 

project funds softball fields, 



school safety, music and 

athletic department 

upgrades, along with the 

dome, to also be used as a 

tornado shelter for area 

residents.  Officials say the 

dome will be built with our 

without the FEMA funds, it’s 

just a matter of when. 

 

A 27 year veteran of the 

Eagle River Police 

Department is the new 

chief, and first female to 

have the position.  Patrol 

officer Christine Dobbs 

replaces the retiring Mark 

VanderBloomen.     

 

Another major road project 

in Wausau begins next 

week.  Work on Townline 

Road or Hwy N starts 

Wednesday.  Traffic will be 

detoured via Franklin Street 

and N will be closed from 

Grand Avenue to Hwy X.  

Nearly every facet of the 

road will be replaced.  The 



other notable project is the 

continued work on Thomas 

Street. 
 

  
Lawmakers to vote on 
abortions bills News 5/10/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A Thursday vote by the 

Assembly Health 

Committee set up a floor 

vote next week on a 

package of abortion bills.  

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers is expected to veto 

the bills.  One measure 

would require providers to 

care for babies who are 

born alive during abortions 

or face up to six years in 

prison.  Providers who kill 

babies who were born alive 

could get a life sentence.  

The Assembly vote is 

scheduled for Wednesday. 

Republican leaders of the 

Joint Finance Committee 

did what they said they 

would – removing more 

than 130 items from 

Governor Evers’ proposed 

state budget.  Medicaid 

expansion and the 

legalization of medical 



marijuana were eliminated.  

Co-chair John Nygren said 

there’s no possibility of 

compromise on the 

medical marijuana 

proposal.  Yesterday’s vote 

came along party lines, 

with 11 Republicans voting 

for the altered plan and 

four Democrats voting 

“no.”  The committee’s next 

meeting is Tuesday 

morning. 

Local officials say they were 

caught by surprise when 

Donaldson Incorporated 

announced plans to lay off 

200 workers.  Donaldson 

makes industrial filters and 

has been operating in 

Stevens Point for years.  

Mayor Mike Wiza says he 

has scheduled a meeting 

with county and city 

leaders to begin providing 

resources for the people 

who are losing their jobs.  

The global company says 

the move comes in 



response to softening 

demand for its products.  

About three dozen workers 

were laid off this week. 

Protest activities outside the 

offices of Enbridge Energy 

in Superior led officials at 

Great Lakes Elementary 

School to keep students 

inside this week.   
 

  
Fire guts local business News 5/13/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Fire gutted the Trig’s 

trucking and recycling 

building on Rhinelander’s 

east side yesterday 

morning.  Nearly a dozen 

surrounding departments 

were dispatched to the 

facility on Grossman 

Avenue shortly after 7:00.  

Flames were fueled by the 

bundled paper, cardboard 

and compressed plastic.  A 

semi-trailer parked at the 

back of the building was 

also damaged.  The cause 

is unknown.  The adjacent 

bakery did receive some 

smoke and water damage 

but officials said it may just 



need a good cleaning.  It’s 

closed until then and 

affected employees will be 

offered positions at other 

locations in the meantime.  

 

Rhinelander’s Common 

council meets tonight and 

will again attempt to act on 

a recommendation from 

Mayor Chris Frederickson to 

authorize an expanded 

agreement with the von 

Briesen law firm.  The action 

wouldn’t be effective until 

the end of the month, when 

city attorney Carrie 

Miljevich’s position is 

terminated.  The firm’s role 

would take on representing 

the city on human 

resources and real estate 

issues and other legal 

matters until the council 

decides how to with the 

open position.  Council 

President George Kirby will 

also address several hot 

topics including the 



employment review of 

administrator Daniel Guild, 

social media training for 

elected officials, the city’s 

Facebook page, former 

employee and public 

officials email access, 

collective bargaining with 

police and fire and an IT 

audit.  Kirby also wants 

clarification of the payroll 

specialist / administrative 

secretary job description, 

vacated by Stephanie Rain 

a check last Friday, in 

addition to inquiring of the 

City Administrator why he 

did not call media for a 

retraction. 
 

  
One person killed in car 
crash near St. Germain News 5/13/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 One person was killed in a 

traffic crash early yesterday 

morning.  The driver of a car 

just north of St. Germain on 

Hwy 155 reportedly crossed 

the center line, went off the 

road and into the trees 

shortly after 1am.  The 

victim has not yet been 

identified. 



 

A bar fight in Weston ended 

in a shooting early Sunday 

morning.  The Marathon 

County Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 

incident at Big Dan and 

Space’s Kelly Club around 

12:30.  One person was 

injured and another is in 

custody.  No other 

information is available. 

 

A 69-year old Tomahawk 

man was arrested and 

cited for a second offense 

of operating while 

intoxicated.  A Lincoln 

County deputy was 

dispatched to the Town of 

Bradley boat landing last 

night to investigate a 

suspicious vehicle, which 

had struck a guard rail.   

 

A Portage County deer 

farm had its animals 

depopulated after six of the 

30 on the land tested 



positive for Chronic Wasting 

disease.  The facility was first 

notified of the outbreak last 

November.  The 11-acre 

property must now be 

cleaned, fencing 

maintained and not house 

any deer for five years.  

Meanwhile, the quarantine 

for a Bayfield county 

hunting ranch has been 

lifted.  With no remaining 

deer on the property and 

no evidence of CWD, the 

WI Department of Trade 

and Consumer Protection 

released the quarantine.   

 

A last second shot put the 

Toronto Raptors over 

Philadelphia last night 92-90 

and into the eastern 

conference finals against 

the hot Milwaukee Bucks at 

the Fiserve forum.  They’ve 

won 8 of their 9 postseason 

games. 

 
 

  News 5/14/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30  After several attempts and 



Rhinelander city council 
votes on legal representation 

a 6-2 vote, last night, 

Rhinelander’s Common 

Council will have legal 

representation when they 

need it beginning in June.  

Current city attorney Carrie 

Miljevich’s position was 

terminated effective the 

end the month and Mayor 

Chris Frederickson has been 

supporting an expanded 

agreement with the 

downstate von Briesen 

lawfirm.  Discussion 

centered on what duties 

they’d perform and 

justifying a cost nearly 

double of what the city is 

paying now.  Alderperson 

Dawn Rog, one of the two 

no votes, said the money’s 

not in the budget and 

taxpayers would want to 

know where it’s going to 

come from.  

Representatives of the firm 

said their services would 

only be provided when 

asked and simple issues, like 



traffic court, could be 

sublet to local attorneys, 

stressing they don’t use 

contracts.  Just a letter of 

engagement for issues 

they’re asked to work on so 

there’s no lapse in 

representation.  The firm is 

already working on HR 

issues within the city, most 

notably the turmoil within 

the department of public 

works.  In March, 

Department head Tim 

Kingman presented the 

council a no confidence 

letter, signed by five city 

hall employees, accusing 

administrator Daniel Guild 

of creating a hostile work 

environment.  Last night, 15 

employees signed another 

letter, this one in support of 

Guild and the Mayor and 

criticizing those on the 

council who don’t.  

Employees of the city have 

already met with an 

investigator into their 



charges of intimidation and 

fear of retribution while 

Kingman said nothing has 

been done about his letter.   
 

  
Rhinelander officials aren’t 
sure what caused a fire at an 
area business News 5/14/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Fire officials say they’re not 

sure if they’ll ever determine 

the cause of the blaze that 

gutted the Trig’s trucking 

and recycling building early 

Sunday.  A dozen 

departments were 

dispatched as the flames 

were fueled by bundles of 

paper, cardboard and 

plastics.  The central bakery 

adjacent to the structure 

was saved, but picked up 

enough smoke and water 

damage to force its closing.  

The in-store bakeries are 

picking up the slack with 

product and delivery while 

store management decides 

on the future of the facility. 

Tribal officials are not 

commenting but Forest 

County Potawatomi 

Treasurer Joe Daniels, Sr is 

facing battery and 



disorderly conduct charges.  

He’s in court next 

Wednesday.  According to 

the DA’s office the charges 

were filed following alleged 

violent outbursts including 

cursing, threatening and 

ultimately charging council 

members at a tribal 

meeting. 

The suspect in a shooting at 

a bar in Weston is identified 

as 30-year old Sergio 

Retana of Weston.  Police 

responded to reports of gun 

shots early Sunday morning 

and a man is still 

hospitalized as a result.  

Retana is in the Marathon 

County awaiting formal 

charges. 

The Flambeau River Paper 

plant in Park Falls last week 

announced the company is 

for sale and now the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Workforce Development 

has been notified 65 

workers will lose their jobs.  



Company officials say a 

smaller and more focused 

operation should help them 

find the right buyer.  The 

changes are expected in 

early July.  Current 

employees will stay for 60 

days to avoid any 

interruption in supply. 
 

  
Tensions rise at Rhinelander 
city council meeting News 5/15/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The relationship with 

Rhinelander’s City 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

and key members of the 

Common Council was on 

full display at Monday’s 

meeting as Council 

President George Kirby and 

Alderwoman Dawn Rog 

grilled him over computer 

usage.  Buried in the 

agenda were a number of 

pointed questions from 

Kirby concerning Guild’s 

guiding council members in 

the use of Facebook and 

other apps used by the city.  

Three council members met 

with Guild and Kirby 

wanted to know who, 



where and what it cost.  

Guild responded City Hall 

and zero.  He also said the 

offer was brought up in a 

meeting last month, which 

Kirby did not attend.  Rog 

wanted to know when it 

was offered and if the 

council members attended 

together.  Facebook has 

been a prime information 

source for city hall and 

Guild said it’s one of several 

tools used by the city 

online.  Kirby said he didn’t 

have a page and knows 

little about it.  At least one 

alderman said he’d never 

seen it.  Rog continued 

questioning Guild if he used 

city time and equipment to 

update posts and wanted 

specifics, also saying 

people are blocked from 

the page.  Another 

member said discussion of 

Guild’s personal page was 

not on the agenda and the 

matter could have been 



handled with a quick 

phone call with Rog firing 

back that he hadn’t been 

threre.  Kirby also brought 

up former employees 

access to emails and 

accounts remaining open 

and items disappearing.  

Both sparred with Guild 

over the issues of access 

and potential open records 

violations until Mayor Chris 

Frederickson moved the 

meeting on.  In the end, 

members approved an 

outside IT audit for the city. 
 

 
Wildfire near Minocqua 
yesterday News 5/15/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Nearly 40 acres were 

charred and several home 

evacuated yesterday 

afternoon when a wildfire 

took off just south of 

Minocqua.  The blaze was 

noticed by a DNR patrol 

plane just before noon west 

of Hwy 51 on Blue Lake 

road.  Seven departments 

responded and got things 

under control is a couple 

hours.  There was no 



structural damage and no 

one was hurt.  The cause is 

still unknown. 

Rhinelander’s Chamber 

Board is on record 

supporting the use of ATVs 

and UTVs in the city.  The 

city council is expected to 

take up the ordinance next 

month.  In a statement the 

board noted the potential 

financial benefits and 

advancement of 

transportation options will 

add value to the 

community and expand 

the sense of connection.  

They’ve also seen those 

benefits experienced in 

other communities while 

maintaining safety.  

An informational meeting is 

set for Monday in Wausau 

as preparation begins for 

major work on Townline 

Road.  The meeting, at city 

hall, will lay out the project 

and how traffic will be 

impacted on Townline from 



Grand Avenue to Eashill 

Drive.  In addition to 

infrastructure upgrades, 

major work includes 

widening at select locations 

to accommodate travel 

lanes, bike lanes and 

parking.   

A report from WisPolitics-

dot-com shows new Lt. 

Governor Mandela Barnes 

getting nine times the 

security protection over a 

recent two-month period as 

Rebecca Kleefisch did all 

last year.  Barnes is 

Wisconsin’s first African 

American lieutenant 

governor.  A spokesperson 

for the governor’s office 

says there will be no 

compromise when it comes 

to safety and security. 
 

 
Rhinelander man in jail on 
two felony charges News 5/16/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A Rhinelander man is jailed 

on a $20,000 cash bond 

charged with two felonies.  

27-year old Travis Martin is 

accused of setting up a 

meeting with a 15-year old 



girl for sex.  He faces one 

count of using a computer 

to facilitate a sex crime and 

attempted 2nd degree 

sexual assault of a child.  He 

was arrested by undercover 

officers in the city after 

arranging the meeting.  

Martin’s back in court 

Monday. 

 

The Wisconsin General 

Assembly honored Jayme 

Closs of Barron as a 

"hometown hero."  Last 

October, Jake Patterson 

shot her parents, abducted 

13-year old Jayme and 

held her in his home in 

Gordon for 88 days.  She 

was able to escape and 

flag down neighbors.  The 

honor reads, your strength, 

your resolve and your 

bravery is beyond 

incredible. You are truly an 

inspiration and a bright light 

during a time of sadness."   

 



With summer baseball on 

deck, the Northwoods Babe 

Ruth League will get off to a 

good start.  Thanks to a 

donation from Rhinelander 

GM/Toyota players will be 

using new bats, batting 

helmets, catcher’s gear 

and more.  The 

presentation was made by 

the dealership last night. 

 

A new plan to make 

Wausau the extreme sports 

capital was unveiled 

yesterday.  Representatives 

of IRONBULL, a non-profit 

sports organization looks to 

rebrand the area spurring 

tourism and the economy 

and promote the natural 

resources in sports 

challenges.  The first is the 

Rib Mountain Activity 

Challenge May 25th.   

 

The Milwaukee Bucks 

opened the Eastern 

Conference finals last night 



with a 108-100 win over 

Toronto.  Game two is 

tomorrow night. 
 

 
Marathon Co. judge 
sentences man to jail for gun 
fight News 5/16/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

One justice on the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court 

asked the group 

challenging last 

December's lame-duck 

special session if she should 

rule the Legislature has 

been violating the state 

Constitution for four 

decades.  Justice Rebecca 

Bradley was one of the 

conservative justices who 

questioned the liberal-

leaning group who want 

the laws passed during that 

session tossed out.  

Republicans and their 

attorneys say lawmakers 

can call a session anytime 

they want.  The high court is 

expected to issue a ruling 

this summer. 

A Marathon County judge 

has sentenced a second 

man to prison for his 

involvement in a gunfight 



outside a Wausau bar 

nearly four years ago.  Brian 

Fisher exchanged at least 

15 shots with another man.  

He pleaded guilty to a 

charge of recklessly 

endangering safety and 

was handed the four-year 

sentence.  The other man, 

Morgan Sykes, was already 

sentenced to nine years in 

prison. 

 Federal tax law changes 

have provided the state of 

Wisconsin with 753-million 

dollars in revenue which 

wasn't expected.  The extra 

money is showing up at the 

same time lawmakers are 

working on the two-year 

spending plan.  Governor 

Tony Evers says 56-million 

should be used to pay 

down debt and 33-million 

should go to technical 

colleges and workforce 

development.  Some 

Republican leaders say 

they agree about paying 



down the state's debt, but 

they want to put some of 

the money in reserve and 

give the rest back to 

taxpayers. 

Game two of the NBA 

eastern conference finals is 

tomorrow night in 

Milwaukee with the Bucks 

winning the opener last 

night against Toronto.   
 

 
VP Pence stops in the state News 5/17/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The suspect in the shooting 

of two people and killing 

Appleton firefighter Mitch 

Lundgaard is from the 

Wausau area.  Wednesday 

afternoon first responders 

arrived at a bus station to 

assist in a medical 

emergency for a 47-year 

old man.  At some point the 

incident escalated into 

gunfire.  A woman and an 

Appleton police officer 

were hit along with 

Lundgaard.  The officer was 

treated and released while 

the woman is in stable 

condition.  The suspect died 



of his injuries.  Lundgaard 

was a 14-year veteran with 

the department. 

Vice President Mike Pence 

stopped in Wisconsin 

yesterday.  At a roundtable 

discussion in Eau Claire he 

talked about the impact 

the US/Mexico/Canada 

trade agreement will have 

on the state.  He also visited 

with soldiers and their 

families at Fort McCoy.  

Wisconsin is joining several 

other states in a lawsuit 

against Perdue Pharma, the 

creator of OxyContin.  

Attorney general Josh Kaul 

says the company 

conspired to deceive the 

public about the drug to 

push sales.  Kaul says that 

push for profits started the 

opioid drug crisis in America 

and, “Their conduct 

constitutes a public 

nuisance.”  Iowa, Kansas, 

Maryland and West Virginia 



are all joining in the lawsuit. 

Shopko Optical has a new 

owner and new location in 

Rhinelander.  Monarch 

Alternative Capital 

acquired the subsidiary of 

the now bankrupt Shopko 

stores and plans to open 

more than 40 standalone 

facilities in the state and a 

similar number next year.  

The new location will be just 

across the highway from its 

former spot on Lincoln 

Street.  Wausau will also 

have store. 
 

 
Federal grand jury indicts 
Superior man on drug and 
gun charges News 5/17/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

A federal grand jury 

indicted a 37-year-old 

Superior man on gun and 

drug charges.  Brian Kainu is 

accused of drug sales and 

possession and being a 

felon in possession of a 

firearm.  If he is convicted 

Kainu would face a 

minimum of five years in 

federal prison, with a 



maximum sentence of 90 

years.  Two drug task forces, 

Duluth and Superior police 

and the Douglas County 

Sheriff's Office investigated 

the case. 

Eighteen students at 

Verona Area High School 

have been suspended for 

their involvement in a fight 

on that campus last week.  

The suspensions range from 

one day to the rest of the 

school year -- and there 

could be a carry-over into 

next term for some 

students.  It wasn't just the 

ones throwing punches.  

Students were also 

suspended for using social 

media to "incite further 

disturbances," according to 

a district spokesperson.  

Verona police plan to 

recommend criminal 

charges against three 

students. 

New data shows Wisconsin's 

unemployment rate fell 



matched a record low last 

month.  The state 

Department of Workforce 

Development preliminary 

data shows the state's 

unemployment rate 

dropped to 2.8% in April. 

That matches the record 

low of 2.8% reached in April 

2018 and is down from 2.9% 

this past March.  Despite 

the loss of more than 5500 

jobs in the private sector 

and construction industry 

between March and April, 

the state was still up 15,100.  

The government sector 

added 800 jobs.  Local 

government added 1,000 

jobs and the federal 

government added 200 

jobs in Wisconsin but state 

government lost 400 jobs. 
 

 
Lincoln Co. sheriff’s dept. 
looking into theft for a 
portable welder News 5/20/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office is looking for help in 

the theft of a portable 

welder.  The unit has been 

recovered but they’re 

looking for whoever took 



the 1000 pound piece of 

equipment from a gated 

area of the PCA Mill on Hwy 

E either late Thursday or 

early Friday of last week.  

Authorities say a loader of 

some sort had to have 

been used to lift it and if 

anyone has information to 

contact the department. 

Industry experts predict 

nearly 75% of the frac sand 

mines in Wisconsin may 

close.  The impending 

bankruptcy of a major 

supplier and the oversupply 

of sand from mines being 

built near oilfields in Texas 

and Oklahoma are driving 

them out of business.   

A ceremony in Madison this 

morning will recognize 114 

Title 1 schools in the state 

having a significant number 

of students from low 

income families.  The 

recognition goes to schools 

receiving federal Title I 

funding to provide services 



to high numbers or high 

percentages of 

economically 

disadvantaged children.  

Included in this area, for 

achieving 10 consecutive 

years of recognition, 

Thomas Jefferson 

Elementary in Wausau.  

High achieving schools 

include Spring Valley 

Elementary in Antigo, and 

schools beating the odds 

have Park Falls Elementary, 

Florence Elementary, and 

Grant, Lincoln and Jefferson 

elementaries in Wausau.   

The Oneida Country 

ATV/UTV trail system 

officially opens Wednesday 

morning.  This includes trails 

in Enterprise, Little Rice and 

Lynne townships.  The 

Enterprise campground also 

opens.  Trail conditions will 

be wet and riders are urged 

to use caution. 
 

 
Lincoln Co. reports multiple 
fires in area yesterday News 5/20/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Fond du Lac County 

district attorney's office is 



being questioned about 

the 500-dollar cash bond 

established for the man 

who was later accused of 

fatally wounding a 

firefighter.  The judge 

originally set the bond at 

five-thousand dollars for 

Ruben Houston when he 

was charged with felony 

drug possession.  When the 

bond was reduced, he 

posted it and walked free.  

Then, he was involved in the 

shooting 11 days later 

which killed firefighter 

Mitchell Lundgaard.  

Houston's lack of a criminal 

record may have been a 

factor. 

Republican leaders in the 

Senate and Assembly say 

Governor Tony Evers isn't 

communicating with them 

on his state budget plan 

that they call "wacky" and 

"crazy."  Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald and 

Assembly Speaker Robin 



Vos made the complaints 

at the Wisconsin 

Republican Party state 

convention over the 

weekend.  Vos says the 

governor played to his 

liberal base by proposing a 

budget Republicans would 

never approve.  Fitzgerald 

says they could negotiate 

with former Democratic 

Governor Jim Doyle.  The 

two legislative leaders say 

they've met with the 

governor just twice since 

January. 

The Lincoln County 911 

center was busy yesterday 

with three fires reported.  

Shortly before 11 a call for a 

tree on a power line 

causing a minor fire on Hwy 

V.  Less than an hour later a 

fire reported on Deer Run 

road in the Town of King 

that turned out to be a 

false alarm.  Then at 12:28 a 

chimney fire reported on 

Anglers Avenue in the Town 



of King.   
 

 
Man pulled from area lake 
yesterday News 5/21/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

No word this morning on a 

man pulled from Jennie 

Webber Lake last night.  A 

resident notified authorities 

of a capsized boat just after 

seven and first responders 

pulled the unresponsive 

man out, getting him to 

Ascension St. Mary’s 

Hospital in Rhinelander a 

short time later.   

 

No one was hurt after a 

plane veered off the 

runway last night at 

Wausau’s Downtown 

Airport.  Shortly before eight 

the plane landed and 

skidded off the pavement, 

resting nose down in the 

grass.  The pilot was the only 

person on board.  There’s 

minimal damage to the 

plane. 

 

An afternoon inbound flight 

to Rhinelander from 

Minneapolis was delayed 



several hours yesterday.  

Malfunctioning weather 

equipment used in 

navigation led employees 

to a broken underground 

cable, causing the setback.  

Crews from WPS had repairs 

complete around 9:00.   

 

The Mosinee Middle School 

had an increased security 

presence yesterday after 

an online photo showing 

weapons and a warning 

not to come to school 

prompted a soft lockdown.  

Investigators found who first 

shared the image and 

discovered it originated in 

Three Lakes.  Police lifted 

the lockdown at 11:00 after 

determining the threat 

wasn’t credible.  Dozens of 

parents removed their kids 

from the school.   

 

Eighty people in the Antigo 

area will be out of work 

when Merit Gear closes 



next year.  The city was 

informed last Friday the 

company that make 

gearing and specialized 

gear boxes for the oil and 

gas industry will shut down 

by March.  Mayor Bill Brandt 

said the decision was made 

in Milwaukee and there’s 

no chance of reversing it.   
 

 
Man faces three charges for 
hit and run in Vilas Co.  News 5/21/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Republican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says he 

and the leader of the 

Wisconsin Senate are 

frustrated with the 

governor's refusal to 

negotiate on the state 

budget.  That why they’re 

considering the idea of 

splitting the Wisconsin 

budget into two bills.  One 

would deal with spending 

items, the other with policy 

items backed by 

Republicans.  Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers could 

use his partial veto powers 

to rewrite the spending bill, 

but he would be forced to 



either sign or veto the entire 

policy bill. 

A 19-year-old Poplar man 

faces three felony charges 

in a fatal hit-and-run crash 

in Vilas County which 

happened last January.  

Prosecutors say Tyler Metz 

was high on drugs.  

Paramedics found white 

pills and meth in a box of 

cigarettes in the car Metz 

was driving.  The medical 

services worker told 

authorities Metz asked him 

to throw the box away.  The 

accident killed 59-year-old 

Timothy Boss and critically 

injured his daughter. 

A $4000 signature bond was 

set for 23-year old Cody 

Urbas of Merrill after his 1-

year old daughter tested 

positive for 

methamphetamine.  He 

faces a felony charge of 

neglecting a child.  

Investigators said he 

admitted using the drug at 



his home and that some 

spilled onto the bathroom 

floor.   The child was taken 

to the Marshfield Medical 

Center after showing signs 

of exposure. 

Due to Sunday’s loss to 

Toronto, the Milwaukee 

Bucks can win the Eastern 

Conference title in front of 

the home fans.  The Raptors 

will try to even the best of 

seven series at two games 

apiece tonight.   
 

 
State Wps customers 
without power this morning  News 5/22/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

More than 31,000 customers 

of Wisconsin Public Service 

were without power early 

this morning as high winds 

and some imbedded storms 

rolled across much of the 

state.  Major outages 

included Wausau, Stevens 

Point, Merrill, Gleason and 

Tomahawk.  Nearly 600 

were affected in 

Rhinelander.  The winds and 

chances of storms will 

continue through the day. 

The man pulled from Jennie 



Weber Lake Monday night 

has been identified as 73-

year old Thomas Lambert of 

Rhinelander.  Residents 

called authorities after 

noticing a capsized boat.  

First responders got him out 

and to the hospital but he 

died a short time later. 

A three vehicle crash on 

Hwy 47 just north of Lake 

Tomahawk injured four 

people.  Woodruff police 

got the call just after 2:30 

near Gritzmachen Road 

where investigators say a 

northbound vehicle crossed 

the centerline, striking two 

southbound vehicles.  Three 

people were taken to the 

Howard Young Medical 

Center while the fourth was 

flown by Spirit Air for 

treatment.   

Another crash, this one last 

night on Hwy 45 near Ross 

Road in Conover closed the 

road for a couple hours.  A 

loaded semi tried to avoid 



a collision with an 

oncoming SUV that turned 

in front of it but was hit, 

sending the vehicle rolling 

into the ditch.  No word on 

injuries. 

Three people in Wisconsin 

and one in Minnesota got 

sick after eating a Del 

Monte vegetable tray with 

broccoli, cauliflowers, 

carrots and dill dip.  The 

state department of health 

services reports the items 

were purchased at a Kwik 

Trip.  The products have 

been removed. 
 

 
Businesses and schools 
affected by power outage in 
the state News 5/22/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Businesses closed, schools 

were delayed and tens of 

thousands were without 

power today as high winds 

dropped trees over roads 

and onto service lines.  WPS 

reported outages stretching 

from Stevens Point to 

Sayner.   

An ongoing dispute over 

who owned several roads in 

the Town of Lac du 



Flambeau is over.  For 

decades there’ve been 

questions about easements 

and rights of way with the 

Tribe and the town differing 

on ownership and control.  

Last week the Tribal Council 

approved six resolutions 

reaffirming their authority 

beginning June third.  

Residents will see no 

changes or restrictions to 

access their property on 

Pokegama Lake Trail, 

Wayman Lane and 

Cemetery, East Fence Lake, 

Little Trout Lake and Old 

Prairie roads.  Federal 

funding for road upgrades 

were contingent on the 

roads being under Tribal 

ownership. 

A 17-year-old girl tells 

investigators with the 

Marathon County Sheriff's 

Office she was drugged 

before a man and his son 

had sex with her.  Fifty-

eight-year-old Scott Filtz 



entered a guilty plea to a 

charge of having sex with 

an underage girl and 

exposure.  The girl says she 

didn't knowingly give either 

man permission.  The son, 

Raymond Filtz, is scheduled 

to go on trial next month. 

Another popular retail store 

will be closing.  Dressbarn 

released a statement 

noting all 650 locations, 

known for its sophisticated 

women’s clothing will be 

affected but a final date 

hasn’t been released.  

Rothschild has the only 

store in the immediate 

area.   

And the Milwaukee Bucks 

head back home tomorrow 

tied with the Toronto 

Raptors at two games 

apiece in their playoff 

series. 
 

Fire destroys a Minocqua 
home 
 News 5/23/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Fire yesterday afternoon 

destroyed a Minocqua 

home.  Dispatch got the 

call just after five on Denise 



Drive where a blaze in the 

attached garage quickly 

spread to the house.  The 

residents and pets were 

able to get out safely and 

no injuries were reported.  

The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation.   

There were still more than 

800 customers of Wisconsin 

Public Service without 

power early this morning as 

communities clean up from 

yesterday’s high winds.  

Numerous trees were 

dropped onto power lines 

and buildings, sometimes 

making it difficult to reach 

areas due to blocked 

roads.  Sheds and other 

outbuildings were 

destroyed as gusts over 50 

mph collapsed the 

structures.  Trees fell on 

homes and vehicles as well.  

The utility dealt with more 

than 45,000 power 

interruptions across 

northcentral parts of the 



state.  Antigo, Gleason and 

Tomahawk are still the most 

affected areas.   

The Wisconsin Conservation 

Congress turned down the 

idea of paying bounties for 

deer carcasses infected 

with chronic wasting 

disease.  Delegates said the 

money would be better 

spent on continued 

research.  The plan called 

for hunter and landowner 

payouts ranging from $750 

to over 1200 per deer.  

Meanwhile, hunters and 

local businesses are 

increasing CWD 

surveillance efforts.  About 

1500 animals was sampled 

and tested in Lincoln, 

Langlade, Oneida, Forest 

and Vilas counties last year.  

The DNR noted the number 

of samples allowed them to 

better understand the 

geographic distribution and 

prevalence of the disease.  

The department will also 



continue sampling stations 

during the upcoming 

hunting season. 
 

 
Ashland police officer in 
stolen car situation News 5/23/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

No charges have been filed 

yet, but a veteran police 

officer from Ashland has 

retired after being named 

in a stolen car case.  The 

vehicle was taken from in 

front of the owner's house 

April 28th.  He found it, 

undamaged, later the 

same day in front of an 

Ashland convenience 

store.  The Iron County 

Sheriff's Office told Ashland 

police its investigation was 

completed Tuesday.  The 

officer's name hasn't been 

released. 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos says he believes 

members of his party in the 

Wisconsin Senate agree 

with a plan which would 

increase funding for K-

through-12 schools by 500-

million dollars.  The Joint 

Finance Committee is to 



vote on the plan today.  

The Republicans are adding 

a little over one-third as 

much money to schools as 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers had proposed.  The 

increase is nearly 140-million 

dollars less than the last 

budget under former 

Governor Scott Walker. 

Expansion at the N-D Paper 

division in Biron is expected 

to create 27 new jobs for 

the Wisconsin Rapids area.  

The Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation 

is providing one-point-

seven-million dollars in tax 

credits to help the project 

get going.  N-D paper has 

12-hundred employees.  

Company officials say its 

economic study suggests 

the expansion will indirectly 

create another 31 jobs for 

the region. 

Firefighters were as busy as 

WPS crews in the aftermath 

of yesterday’s winds that 



cut power to more than 

45,000 people across the 

area.  Tomahawk 

volunteers alone had five 

weather-related calls in a 

12 hour period ranging from 

overheated equipment to 

car fires.   
 

 
Oneida Co. judge rules on 
Rhinelander Common 
Council News 5/24/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Oneida County District 

Attorney Michael Schiek 

ruled there were no 

violations when several 

members of the Common 

Council drafted a letter to 

council president George 

Kirby, asking him to resign.  

David Holt, Andrew Larson, 

Steve Sauer, Ryan Rossing 

and Mayor Chris 

Frederickson each signed 

the letter, drafted by City 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

and it was alleged to be a 

walking quorum and a 

violation of the open 

meetings law.  The incident 

was in response to actions 

taken by Kirby who walked 

out of a council meeting in 



January.  Rossing is a 

detective sergeant with the 

Sheriff’s department and is 

on administrative leave 

because of the issue, 

something Mayor 

Frederickson called a witch 

hunt and said the claims 

were political attacks.  

Sheriff Grady Hartman may 

challenge the DA’s ruling.  

Frederickson reacted by 

asking people to pay 

attention to the facts.  

Shortly before four 

yesterday afternoon the 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department got a call of a 

man lying on the ground at 

the entrance to Nicolet 

College on Hwy G with a 

gun nearby.  Life saving 

measures were started by 

first responders and he died 

a short time later at 

Ascension St. Mary’s 

Hospital of a self-inflicted 

gunshot wound.   

The storms and high winds 



Wednesday knocked out 

power to more than 45,000, 

among them schools in 

Tomahawk, causing a two 

hour delay.  Because of the 

rough winter causing 

closings and delays earlier, 

the district will add those 

couple hours to the last day 

of school June 6th.   Instead 

of a noon release, students 

have class until 2:00. 
 

 
Jayme Closs kidnapper to be 
sentenced  today News 5/24/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The man charged with 

kidnapping 13-year old 

Jayme Closs and murdering 

her parents last October 

gets sentenced this 

afternoon.  21-Jake 

Patterson plead guilty to 

the four felony counts 

against him in Barron 

county court last month.   

The Wisconsin Legislature's 

Joint Finance Committee 

did what it said it would do, 

approving an additional 

500-million dollars in funding 

for the state's public 

schools.  Governor Tony 



Evers and his fellow 

Democrats say that's not 

enough.  Evers had 

proposed a one-point-four-

billion dollar increase, but 

Republicans say the state 

can't afford to go that 

high.  Evers told reporters he 

thinks he can work with 

them to get more money 

for the next two years. 

Prosecutors say a 44-year-

old Neenah man was 

intoxicated when he was 

involved in a fatal boating 

accident on Lake 

Winnebago last summer.  

Brian Sullivan was bound 

over for trial during a 

Thursday appearance in 

Winnebago County Circuit 

Court.  Sullivan's blood 

alcohol content was above 

the legal limit when the 

boat he was operating hit 

another one.  Sisters Lauren 

and Cassie Laabs were 

thrown into the water and 

they drowned.  Sullivan is 



charged with two counts of 

homicide by use of a 

vehicle with prohibited 

alcohol concentration. 

A springtime ritual takes 

place in Rhinelander next 

month.  Beginning June 3rd 

the city will flush fire 

hydrants over the next 

several weeks.  The process 

cleans out iron deposits in 

the water lines and to 

assure high quality drinking 

water.  City residents could 

see discolored water but 

just need to run water until it 

clears. 
 

 
Grass and brush fires over 
the northern part of the state News 5/27/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Twenty four grass and brush 

fires were reported over the 

last week, four just 

yesterday across much of 

northern Wisconsin.  Several 

in the last two days charred 

acreage in Vilas, Oneida 

and Langlade counties.  A 

structure fire yesterday on 

Hinz Road in the Town of 

Merrill damaged a garage 

and the homeowner 



received burns to the face 

trying to put it out.  A 

firefighter also sustained 

minor injuries.  The cause 

was pinned on a 

woodstove with excessive 

creosote in the chimney 

pipe. 

 

Four of five district seats on 

the Merrill Common Council 

are set for recall.  Residents 

filed petitions with the clerk 

because of an unexpected 

tax hike.  One district’s 

paperwork was deemed 

insufficient but can be 

corrected and refiled by 

the end of the week.  A 

date for the recall has yet 

to be set.   

 

Hall of Fame Packers 

quarterback Bart Starr died 

over the weekend.  He was 

85.  Starr played 16 seasons 

in Green Bay and earned 

legend status by leading 

the Packers to five NFL titles 



and wins in the first two 

Super Bowls, getting MVP 

honors for both games.   

 

A Michigan State University 

Study finds 1.78 million visits 

were made to Wisconsin 

wineries, bringing in nearly 

$50-million in tourism.  It 

notes the state doesn’t 

need to produce the 

highest quality vintages, 

with visitors just looking for a 

good experience.  The 

study found most people 

don’t visit Wisconsin wineries 

to learn about wine, rather 

for leisure, like family 

gatherings. 

 

It’s Toronto and Golden 

State in the NBA Finals 

beginning Thursday night. 
 

 
Two ATV accidents in 
Lincoln Co.  News 5/28/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two ATV incidents in Lincoln 

County over the holiday 

weekend.  Sunday 

afternoon a crash injured a 

44-year old Waupaca 

woman when her machine 



left the trail in the Town of 

Harrison and struck a tree.  

She was treated and 

released from Ascension 

Sacred Heart Hospital in 

Tomahawk.  Later that night 

a 44-year old Hartford man 

was cited for operating a 

UTV while intoxicated.  A 

deputy stopped a group of 

riders on County D for 

speeding.  One driver was 

cited for careless operation 

while the other failed a field 

sobriety test.   

 

Charges are being referred 

to the Lincoln County DA 

for child neglect, possession 

of marijuana and drug 

paraphernalia against a 28-

year old Merrill woman.  

Deputies went to a home 

on Hwy JJ after a complaint 

from a person who stopped 

at the house to check on a 

dog running loose.  A child 

answered the door holding 

a pot pipe.  Deputies 



discovered the drug and 

other items in reach of at 

least one child.   

 

Partisan political fighting 

isn’t unique to Washington.  

One only has to venture to 

Madison to see firsthand 

the difficulties between 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers and the Republicans 

who control the legislature.  

There have already been 

lawsuits, claims of sexism 

and accusations from GOP 

leaders that Evers is out of 

touch.  Republicans killed 

most of the major proposals 

in Evers’ budget proposal 

with a single vote.  In a sign 

of potential progress, Evers 

met with party leaders last 

week saying he was 

optimistic they could work 

together on education, 

transportation funding and 

criminal justice reform. 
 

 
State farmers are late in 
fertilizing there fields News 5/28/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

This is the time of the year 

when many Wisconsin 



farmers would be well into 

the fertilizing portion of the 

growing season.  Farmers in 

southeastern Wisconsin are 

said to be losing thousands 

of dollars while the rain 

keeps them out of their 

fields.  Meteorologists say 

that portion of the state has 

received rainfall about 

three inches above the 

norm for this time of year.  

The situation means dozens 

of Wisconsin farmers will be 

depending on crop 

insurance to make it 

through a bad season. 

 Legislation which would 

put drivers convicted of at 

least five O-W-I charges 

behind bars is expected to 

be taken up at the state 

Capitol this week.  Backers 

point out nearly 42-

thousand Wisconsin drivers 

have been convicted of 

operating while intoxicated 

at least five times -- and 

some of them have never 



served a single day in jail.  

Republican State 

Representative Jim Ott is 

the author of a bill which 

increases the punishment.  

It would have a mandatory 

18-month sentence for 

anyone found guilty of O-

W-I at least five times. 

The Wisconsin State Patrol 

says a 59-year-old driver 

arrested for operating while 

intoxicated had children in 

his car when he was 

stopped.  Joseph Peters 

was pulled over Sunday in 

Marathon County.  Troopers 

say Peter had two children 

in the car with him -- one 

four months old and one 

four years old.  While Peters 

was being taken into 

custody, he suffered a 

medical complication and 

had to be taken to a 

hospital. 

And the Northwoods 

League kicks off their 

summer baseball season 



tonight. 
 

 
Crash in Manitowish Waters 
involves five people News 5/29/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A crash yesterday morning 

in Manitowish Waters 

hospitalized five people.  

The accident reported to 

Vilas County authorities 

shortly after nine on Hwy K 

near Manitou Drive.  Three 

adults and two children 

were hurt.   

Tonight’s planned Common 

council meeting in 

Rhinelander has been 

cancelled, this time due to 

the council chambers 

being double-booked.  

Most members will attend 

an informational meeting 

from the Department of 

Transportation regarding 

the roundabout being built 

at the intersection of Hwys 8 

& 47 west of the city.   

A threat made on social 

media Monday kept 

parents from sending their 

kids to John Muir Middle 

School in Wausau 

yesterday.  Three students 



face disorderly conduct 

charges after an alleged 

shooting threats that was 

intended to be a joke.  

Investigators questioned 

multiple students and with 

community help, handled 

the incident quickly.   

With more than $1.5 million 

raised so far, private donors 

want action from the 

Rhinelander School District 

on proposed athletic 

facilities at the high school.  

They didn’t get it last night.  

School board members will 

meet again next week as 

information about the plans 

come together.  Supporters 

of the projects would like 

work to begin this summer 

with an outdoor facility 

finished by fall.   

A number of activities will 

be housed in a new, state 

of the art community 

center just east of Crandon.  

The Forest County 

Potawatomi broke ground 



yesterday for the 110,000 

square foot, $60-million 

facility that will promote 

wellness, education, 

athletics and families.  Work 

is scheduled to be 

completed by the fall of 

2021.   
 

 
Private attorneys who work 
on public cases are getting a 
raise in pay News 5/29/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Joint Finance 

Committee is increasing the 

hourly reimbursement for 

private attorneys who 

agree to work as public 

defenders.  There have long 

been complaints about the 

40-dollars-an-hour rate.  It's 

being bumped up to 70-

dollars-an-hour.  Lawmakers 

are trying to address a 

shortage of attorneys who 

have been willing to take 

the cases.  The current rate 

is the lowest in the country. 

Members of that 

Committee also approved 

an additional 58-million 

dollars in funding for the U-

W System.  Of that amount, 

45-million would be 



available only if lawmakers 

approve what it's being 

spent on.  The amount is less 

than half the 127-million 

requested by the governor.  

Lawmakers also voted to 

continue the University of 

Wisconsin tuition freeze for 

the next two years. 

Wisconsin’s ginseng farmers 

are continuing to struggle 

as Chinese tariffs continue 

to ramp up.  Hsu’s Ginseng 

vice president William Hsu 

says this isn’t the first time 

Marathon County farmers 

have had to deal with 

outside interference in the 

markets, referring to 

Canada in the 1990’s.  He 

says the war is tough 

because ginseng takes 

such a long time to grow 

that you have to predict 

many years in advance 

how much you’re going to 

grow without knowing what 

the price at the sale is 

going to be.   Hsu says the 



quality of Wisconsin ginseng 

is known across the world, 

it’s just that farmers will 

need to be able to handle 

the current hit on their 

bottom line. 

State democrats meet this 

weekend in Milwaukee and 

will pick a new chairman.   

 

 
Changes at the federal level 
being are affecting a Forest 
Co. program News 5/30/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Changes at the federal 

level are impacting a Forest 

County program running 

more than 50 years.  The 

Blackwell Job Corps would 

be phased out due to 

operational changes within 

the US Department of 

Labor.  The facility serves as 

a no-cost educational 

center for teens and young 

adults through career, 

technical and academic 

training.  Last week the 

government announced 

the changes that affect 

Blackwell and eight other 



facilities across the country.     

There’s a big difference 

between a 45-mph crash 

and a 25-mph crash 

according to one supporter 

of the planned roundabout 

intersection at the 

intersection of Hwys 8 & 47 

just west of Rhinelander.  

One lane of Hwy 8 is 

already closed as prep 

work begins with 

construction set to start 

June 10th.  At an 

informational meeting last 

night DOT engineers laid 

out the project that 

includes keeping traffic 

flowing through the 

intersection to avoid early 

detours.  There will also be 

temporary stoplights at the 

bridge on Kemp Street and 

Boyce Drive to avoid 

congestion.  Completion is 

set for mid-October. 

More than 90% of the fire 

departments in Wisconsin 

are manned or run by 



volunteers and to support 

their efforts, a bi-partisan bill 

in Madison is making its way 

to law.  The Beginning 

Retention and Attraction of 

Volunteer Emergency 

Personnel, or BRAVE act 

creates refundable tax 

credits to help provide 

these critical services across 

the state.  Supporters say 

it’s time to create incentives 

to retain and attract 

younger volunteers, whose 

average age right now 

close to 60 years old. 
 

 
Car crash takes a life In Hwy 
51 accident News 5/30/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

A crash early this morning 

took one life and shut down 

the southbound lanes of 

Hwy 51.  The accident 

reported about 4:30 just 

south of the 

Marathon/Lincoln County 

line.  Traffic was detoured 

several hours and specifics 

about the crash are not 

available.   

Another road closure, this 



one planned for 

Rhinelander next week.  The 

westbound lane of Kemp 

Street out of the city will be 

closed to all traffic from the 

Wisconsin River Bridge to 

Hwy 47 beginning Monday 

and running through 

Wednesday.  Traffic will be 

rerouted on Boyce Drive 

back to 8 & 47.   

What police call a "non-

specific" threat resulted in 

increased security at the 

Three Lakes School District 

yesterday.  School buildings 

were on lockdown all day, 

meaning no one was 

allowed in or out with being 

screened and having their 

bags searched.  A graffiti 

threat was found inside the 

school Tuesday night.  

Police searched the 

building and found nothing 

substantial, but security was 

heightened anyway. 

A report from the Wisconsin 



Department of Justice finds 

nearly 350 active rape 

cases were delayed by 

untested rape kits.  

Although private labs 

perform the tests, all results 

are reviewed by D-N-A 

analysts with the state.  One 

reason for the delays is the 

number of cases in 2018 

was more than 60 percent 

higher than the year 

before. 

Wisconsin’s Senators 

reacted to special counsel 

Robert Mueller’s comments 

yesterday with Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin saying it’s 

clear there was Russian 

interference in the election.  

Republican Ron Johnson 

said the process isn’t over 

yet.  

 

 
Prentice man jailed on many 
drug charges News 5/31/19 630a,730a,,830a 1:30 

A 29-year old Prentice area 

man is jailed on a $20,000 

cash bond.  Steven Willard 

faces numerous drug 

charges in Price County, 



accused of purchasing, 

transporting and selling 

meth brought in from the 

Fox Valley.  Two others were 

arrested in the case.  

Willard is back in court next 

week.   

The Langlade County Board 

yesterday approved 

creating a county 

administrator position and 

staffing it by the fall.  The 

job description typically has 

a non-elected government 

official supervising the day-

to-day operations of the 

county, overseeing 

departments, assists in 

developing budgets and 

offering guidance where 

needed.  Board members 

admit specific duties 

haven’t been laid out but 

the job has been discussed 

for decades.  Supervisors 

also agreed they’d have 

the final say in matters.  Of 

Wisconsin’s 72 counties, 

only 27 have an 



administrator. 

The body of a Michigan 

man, reported missing after 

his boat capsized on the 

Menominee River last 

month, was found by 

fishermen yesterday.  57-

year old Benjamin Tart of 

Iron River disappeared April 

29th while fishing near 

Stephenson Island on the 

Wisconsin side of the river.  

He was found in the waters 

of Green Bay. 

New data shows a 42% 

increase in taxpayer-

funded, municipal public 

works projects going to out 

of state contractors.  That 

concerns members of the 

Wisconsin Independent 

Businesses, who say the 

state lost $329-million in 

economic activity last year 

by not having local 

contractors.  The group is 

calling for stronger 

measures to ensure state 



projects employ state 

workers. 

UW-System President Ray 

Cross said Republican 

lawmakers let him down 

yesterday by failing to 

approve his $150-million 

budget request.   

 

 
Interview phone 5/9/19 736a 3 min. 

Talked to Theresa Smith from the Boulder 
Jct. Chamber of Commerce about an 
upcoming triathalon in the area 
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New cell tower going up News 6/3/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Poor cell service last 

summer led to the drowning 

deaths of four kayakers last 

summer on Lake Superior, 

as their calls were never 

answered.  Now, as part of 

a nationwide initiative, the 

Red Cliff Band of 

Chippewa, working with 

AT&T and the First 



Responder Network 

Authority, a new tower is 

going up to help alleviate 

the problem.  The 300 foot 

tower, on tribal land, will 

improve emergency 

communication to a large 

part of Ashland and 

Bayfield counties.   

Frost advisories cover much 

of northcentral Wisconsin 

early this morning while 

Vilas County is under a 

freeze warning. The 

temperature in Land o’ 

Lakes at 4:00 was 29-

degrees.  Temperatures will 

moderate to the low to 

mid-70s by afternoon. 

The Clark County Sheriff’s 

Department is looking for 

help after two vehicles 

were stolen over the 

weekend.  The thefts 

occurred between 4 and 

5am Saturday in the 

Township of Thorp.  Both 

vehicles have since been 

recovered but authorities 



are looking for the people 

responsible.  Any 

information can go to the 

Clark county sheriff’s office.   

Police in Wausau warn 

drivers to stop driving on 

closed roads.  A social 

media post showed a 

vehicle stuck in a large 

puddle and stated officers 

stopped around 30 people 

for using the Thomas Street 

Bridge, which is closed for 

construction.  Authorities in 

Rhinelander remind drivers 

the westbound lanes of 

Hwy 8 or Kemp Street out of 

the city from the Wisconsin 

River Bridge to Hwy 47 will 

be closed through 

Wednesday.  Work on the 

new roundabout 

interchange is set to begin 

in earnest next week.    
 

  
Tomahawk man cited for 
OWI News 6/3/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A hearing before an 

administrative law judge 

started this morning in 

Lansing, Michigan.  The 

Menominee Indian Tribe of 



Wisconsin is joining the 

Coalition to SAVE the 

Menominee River in the suit 

challenging permits 

granted to a mining 

project.  Aquila Resources 

wants to build a gold, zinc 

and copper mine just north 

of Menominee, Michigan, in 

the Upper Peninsula.  

Wetlands permits and 

inland lakes and streams 

permits are being 

challenged by the suit.  The 

company says it wants to 

start construction by next 

year. 

Neighbors who have known 

82-year-old Raymand 

Vannieuwenhoven (van 

EVEN HOO ven) for 

decades are finding it hard 

to believe he killed two 

people decades ago.  

Investigators say they used 

genetic genealogy to 

connect their suspect to 

the 1976 murders of David 

Schuldes and Ellen 



Matheys.  

Vannieuwenhoven was 

taken into custody last 

March and he is being held 

on one-million dollars bond.  

He returns to court later this 

month. 

A 28-year old Tomahawk 

man was hurt and cited for 

OWI after rolling his car 

early Saturday morning.  

The accident reported 

shortly after 2:00 on Hwy 8 

near Hwy 51 in the Town of 

Bradley.  He was taken to 

Ascension Sacred Heart 

Hospital for treatment of 

non life threatening injuries.   

The Community Foundation 

of Northcentral Wisconsin 

distributed nearly $95-

thousand through the 

community arts grant fund, 

providing funding for 25 

visual and performing arts 

programs for local 

organizations including 

summer camps, local 

festivals, painting 



workshops, artist residencies 

and community 

performance.  Grants up to 

$5000 were awarded. 

And the Major League 

Baseball first year player 

draft opens today. 
 

  
Potowatamie leader charged 
with attempted battery and 
disorderly conduct News 6/4/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Charged with attempted 

battery and disorderly 

conduct, Forest County 

Potawatomi Tribal treasurer 

Joe Daniels, Sr pleaded not 

guilty yesterday in Vilas 

County Court.  He’s 

accused of confronting 

another council member 

and reportedly had to be 

restrained by others.  He’s 

back in court July 24th.   

A 20-year old Woodruff 

man says he’s not guilty 

after he was caught trying 

to meet an underaged 

teen, set up by undercover 

investigators.  Bradley 

Hilmer is jailed on a $500 

cash bond, charged with 

2nd degree sexual assault of 

a child and using a 



computer to facilitate a sex 

crime.  His next court date is 

July 30th.  

A Crandon man was 

arrested yesterday near 

Rhinelander, charged with 

a fourth OWI.  55-year old 

George Tuckwab was 

stopped for speeding on 

Hwy 8 with a grandchild in 

the vehicle.   

A pontoon boat was 

destroyed by fire yesterday.  

The three people aboard 

were able to get off at a 

dock on Lake George and 

were not hurt.  Pelican 

firefighters were able to 

maneuver the boat safely 

away to help prevent leaks 

and debris from getting into 

the water.   

Wisconsin-based Bliss 

Communications is selling its 

newspapers and radio 

stations.  The sale includes 

two daily newspapers 

downstate, its weekly 

community papers, 



associated websites and 

printing and production 

facilities.  Adams publishing 

is buying the papers while 

Ben Thompson of Big Radio 

will pick up the stations.  In 

related news, the 

Tomahawk Leader was sold 

to Waupaca-based Multi-

Media Channels.  The 

Leader has been published 

in Tomahawk for 132 years.  

MMC owns 23 publications 

and 14 digital channels.   

  
Rhinelander public works 
director on paid 
administrative leave News 6/4/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s Public Works 

Director Tim Kingman is on 

paid administrative leave 

pending city officials 

conferring with legal 

counsel Monday.  Kingman 

has been the focus of 

investigations following 

numerous complaints of 

intimidation and fear of 

retribution from department 

staff.  Kingman himself filed 

similar complaints against 

City Administrator Daniel 

Guild in March but has yet 



to hear of any action from 

the city.   

Wisconsin Governor Tony 

Evers says he's willing to 

consider a road plan, even 

though Republicans have 

rejected his proposed 

eight-cent hike in the gas 

tax.  The Joint Finance 

Committee will vote on 

transportation funding 

Thursday.  Evers says if 

Republicans can 

"magically" improve the 

state's roads without the 

higher tax, he's willing to 

look at it.  Republican 

wants to raise a variety of 

other fees by unspecified 

amounts. 

Formal charges have been 

filed against two people in 

Wood County after the 

official ruling on how a 

newborn died.  The judge 

delayed the hearing held 

Monday so the cause of 

death could be 

determined.  Twenty-two-



year-old Marylinn Feher is 

charged with first-degree 

intentional homicide and 

neglecting a child.  

Nineteen-year-old Allen 

Rice is charged with child 

neglect and obstructing an 

officer.  Feher showed up at 

Marshfield Medical Center 

April 6th seeking treatment 

for heavy bleeding.  The 

newborn was found 

wrapped in a garbage bag 

in their vehicle. 

Beauty Systems Group 

notified the state and 

Marinette's mayor about 

plans to close its distribution 

center, putting 84 people 

out of work.  The 

Department of Workforce 

Development will work with 

Bay Area officials to help 

employees with their job 

searches. 
 

  
Several Antigo elementary 
schools closing for the fall 
season News 6/5/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 In a letter to the 

Rhinelander School Board, 

Director of Business Services 

and support staff human 



resources, Marta 

Kwiatkowski announced her 

resignation.  She’s been 

with the district 13 years.  

Kwiatkowski noted she’d 

assist with the transition and 

would come back to finish 

the Hodag Schools 

Foundation project for the 

indoor sports facility, saying 

the district is in a strong 

financial position to address 

the needs while 

maintaining a healthy fund 

balance.  School 

Superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

in February announced 

she’ll be retiring at the end 

of the next school year.   

The Antigo School District 

will be shifting students 

when school resumes in the 

fall as they close several 

elementary schools.  

Crestwood, Pleasant View 

and Spring Valley schools 

are closing this week with 

students routed to North, 

East and West elementaries 



in the city.  Dropping 

enrollments and expensive 

maintenance prompted 

the changes from six 

buildings to three.  

Administration officials say 

students will now have 

access to services that 

were not available before.   

Roads across the state are 

deteriorating while 

lawmakers in Madison 

grapple over transportation 

funding.  To move the 

process along, first 

responders gathered at the 

Capitol yesterday to let 

them know the poor road 

conditions are not only 

affecting drivers, but their 

response times as well.  

Emergency vehicles are 

needing service more often 

because of the roads and 

law enforcement and 

medical personnel are 

telling officials to resolve the 

problem.  Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers wants 



to raise the gas tax but 

Republicans reject that 

idea.  The Legislature's 

budget committee votes 

on road funding tomorrow. 

 

  
State dept. releases Lyme 
disease figures  News 6/5/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Department of Health 

reports Wisconsin had 

nearly 40,000 cases of lyme 

disease reported between 

1990 and 2015.  The state 

ranks in the top five for 

incidents of the tick borne 

illness.  Now, a bipartisan 

group of lawmakers is 

looking at changing that 

will five bills to address the 

disease.  About a dozen 

states have already taken 

similar action.  While not a 

comprehensive cure-all, 

they hope the measures will 

educate people on tick 

prevention and awareness 

of lyme and legislatively 

recommend changes on 

awareness, prevention, 

surveillance, diagnosis, 

reporting and treatment of 



the disease. 

A Wisconsin company will 

replace deteriorating rails 

at five Mississippi River locks 

and dams as part of a 17-

million dollar federal 

contract.  Kraemer North 

America will do the work at 

locations near La Crosse 

and Winona, Minnesota for 

the U-S Army Corps of 

Engineers.  Project 

managers say the work will 

improve safety.  The tow 

rails were first installed 

about 50 years ago.  They 

are used to anchor and 

guide unpowered barges 

as they pass through the 

locks. 

A software company wants 

to be paid a little over 14-

million dollars for its work, 

but the Wisconsin Claims 

Board rejected its demand.  

The state Department of 

Employee Trust Funds 

contracted with Vitech 

Systems Group to build a 



computer system to track 

state employee retirement 

benefits.  The state paid 

Vitech about half of the 27-

million dollar contract but 

kept changing the design.  

Vitech finally stopped work 

in March.  Now, it wants the 

rest of its money, but the 

state says the system isn't 

completely functional. 
 

 Date has been set for Merrill 
vote to oust city council 
members 
 News 6/6/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 July 16th.  The date 

residents of Merrill will vote 

in an attempt to oust five 

city council members.  

Upset with an unexpected 

tax increase and ineffective 

leadership, a citizen group 

launched a recall 

campaign and so far one 

candidate has taken out 

nomination papers.  Those 

have to be into the clerk by 

June 18th.   

Speed and alcohol may 

have been factors in the 

crash of an ATV last night in 

Lincoln County.  The 

accident reported shortly 



before 8:30 on Park Lane in 

the Town of Bradley.  The 

operator, a 60-year old 

Milwaukee man, missed a 

curve and was thrown off 

as the machine rolled 

several times.  He was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene. 

A bipartisan proposal made 

it through the state senate 

yesterday, making it easier 

for patients to get needed 

prescription drugs, even 

when insurance companies 

force them to take less-

expensive alternatives first.  

Called step therapy, less 

expensive treatments are 

tried before more 

expensive ones.  The bill 

would set a clear appeals 

process and detail cases for 

bypassing the practice 

when medically necessary.  

About two dozen other 

states have similar 

guidelines.  The measure 

now goes to the assembly. 



State Senator Tom Tiffany 

hopes the joint finance 

committee will get a deal 

today to pay for road 

repairs.  The Hazelhurst 

Republican and fellow 

party members want to use 

$133-million in budget 

reserves but there’s no deal 

with their counterparts in 

the Assembly.  Governor 

Tony Evers wants to 

increase the gas tax, and 

that won’t happen so 

Republicans may propose a 

$10 increase in vehicle 

registration fe 

  
Convicted sex offender to be 
released later this month in 
Gleason News 6/6/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A convicted sex offender 

will be released later this 

month to a home in 

Gleason.  80-year old David 

Malsch was found guilty of 

child enticement in 

Marathon County in 1993 

and a federal charge in 

Missouri in 2005 of having 

child pornography.  While 

acting as a priest and 

counselor, Malsch 



photographed boys 

engaged in sexually explicit 

positions, sexually assaulted 

and bribed them for 

overnight stays.  He’s set for 

release the 19th to a home 

on Lilac Lane in Gleason. 

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court agrees with a state 

appeals court and upholds 

a murder conviction out of 

Oconto County.  Chad 

McLean died from four 

gunshots to his head in 

1998.  The case had gone 

cold until Peter Hanson's 

estranged wife told 

investigators he was the 

one who had killed 

McLean.  Attorneys for 

Hanson argued there were 

trial errors and his attorney 

was ineffective.  All 

arguments were rejected 

by the state's high court 

and the conviction stands. 

The terms of a plea 

agreement include one 

year in jail for a 28-year-old 



man accused in a 

stabbing.  Witnesses say 

Joseph Stalnaker cut in line 

to use the restroom at 

Polito's Pizza in Stevens Point 

last year.  He was 

confronted and fought with 

a 33-year-old man, who 

suffered a cut.  A 24-year-

old man also had a 

significant cut to his neck 

when he tried to break up 

the fight.  Prosecutors 

accepted the short jail term 

because they said it would 

be hard to prove it wasn't 

an act of self-defense.  The 

victims' names haven't 

been released. 
 

  
Merrill man in federal court 
on weapons charges News 6/7/a9 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Merrill man is in Federal 

Court on weapon charges.  

37-year old William 

Bannister of Merrill 

appeared in court in 

Madison, charged with 

possessing an AM-15 rifle 

and a silencer.  As a 

convicted felon it’s illegal to 

have any firearms.  The 



arrest was made as part of 

the federal Dept. of 

Justice's Project Safe 

Neighborhoods act, which 

combines federal, state, 

and local police working to 

limit gun violence.  

Bannister remains in custody 

pending a detention 

hearing. 

 

Four felony counts were 

leveled against 19-year old 

Tyler Metz in Vilas County 

court and he took a not 

guilty plea yesterday.  The 

Poplar man was on drugs 

when his pickup crossed the 

centerline and ran head on 

into another truck, killing the 

driver, 59-year old Timothy 

Boss of Manitowish Waters 

on an ice-covered 

highway, January 23rd.  He’s 

charged with vehicular 

homicide, operating on a 

controlled substance and 

possession of narcotics.  

He’s free on a $5000 cash 



bond, will be staying with 

his grandparents and by 

court order, cannot drive, 

and must stay sober.  He’s 

back in court July 30th.   

 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers transportation budget 

included more than $620-

million raised by increasing 

the gas tax as a way to 

fund need road 

maintenance.  As promised, 

the Republican controlled 

finance committee 

rejected his proposals and 

included increases in title 

fees, registration, a fee on 

hybrid vehicles and other 

methods to work on roads, 

but that figure is more than 

$180-million less than Ever’s 

plan.  The committee also 

stripped a number of other 

proposals from the 

Governor’s budget.   
 

  
Marathon Co. accident this 
morning injures two people News 6/7/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A Marathon County 

accident this morning 

injured two people.  The 



one vehicle rollover 

occurred at the off ramp of 

northbound I-39 an business 

51 near the Cedar Creek 

Mall just after 7:30.  The two 

were trapped inside and 

there’s no word on their 

conditions. 

Last month the US 

Department of Labor 

announced the closing of 

the Blackwell Job Corps 

Center in Laona.  Set up 

through the Civilian 

Conservation Corps, the 

program has been training 

teens and young adults 

since 1964.  Yesterday, 

Senator Tammy Baldwin’s 

office announced the 

Wisconsin Democrat is 

joining Republicans in an 

effort to have the agency 

reconsider its decision.  In a 

statement she said, “the 

center helped expand 

economic opportunities in 

rural Wisconsin and 

supported the U.S. Forest 



Service’s mission of 

maintaining the long-term 

health of Wisconsin’s forests.  

I’m calling on the Trump 

administration to 

immediately halt their 

decision to close this facility 

and others”.  The 

government is looking to 

permanently close over a 

third of Civilian 

Conservation Centers 

nationwide and end the 

program in its current form. 

A Georgia fracking 

company is challenging the 

Department of Natural 

Resources' decision to deny 

it a permit to build a sand 

processing plant in Monroe 

County.  Meteor Timber 

wants to spend 75-million 

dollars on the project which 

involves filling 16 acres of 

wetland.  When Republican 

Scott Walker was governor 

the permit was granted in 

2016.  An administrative law 

judge revoked it the next 



year, saying more 

information was needed.  

The suit was filed after the 

D-N-R declined to reinstate 

the permit last month. 
 

  
51 year old man dies from a 
motorcycle crash over the 
weekend News 6/10/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 51-year old man died as 

the result of a motorcycle 

crash over the weekend.  

Three Lakes Police reported 

the accident on Hwy X near 

Shackleford Road around 

7:30 Saturday night.  The 

machine left the road after 

failing to negotiate a curve.  

The operator was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

Volunteer fire fighters were 

called out early this 

morning just west of Sayner.  

First responders found the 

structure engulfed in flames 

at 9309 Hwy N shortly 

before 2:00.  The driveway 

wasn’t wide enough to 

accommodate the large 

tankers, hampering the 

efforts to fight the blaze.  

Several departments were 



dispatched for mutual aid.  

No other information is 

available. 

Pine Lake volunteers 

responded to a tractor fire 

yesterday.  The call came in 

from East Balsam Lane 

where the machine was 

dumping lawn debris.   

Another fire, this one in 

Schofield, gutted a home 

on Spring Street yesterday 

afternoon around two.  

Officials said ashes from a 

fire the night before were 

put into a dumpster and 

reignited, spreading to the 

rest of the home.  Two 

people inside were able to 

get out safely.   

Camp American Legion in 

Lake Tomahawk has served 

as a quiet getaway for 

veterans since 1925.  Now, 

that will include members of 

Gold Star families.  Ground 

was broken yesterday for a 

new cabin that will give 

preference to family 



members of someone who 

died while serving their 

country.  The cabin will be 

year ‘round, unlike the 

other 22 cabins on Big Carr 

Lake along Hwy D.  The 

facility serves nearly 1200 

veterans a year. 
 

  
Rhinelander city council to 
meet tonight  News 6/10/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A 346 page meeting 

packet sets up tonight’s 

meeting of the Rhinelander 

City Council.  And a 

number of heavyweight 

topics will be discussed in 

closed session.  Among 

them, the declaration of no 

confidence in city 

administrator Daniel Guild, 

sent in by Public Works 

Director Tim Kingman back 

in March.  Kingman, who’s 

under a non-disciplinary 

administrative is also on the 

agenda.  Other items 

include the complaint of 

sexual harassment from 

alderperson Dawn Rog, the 

letters presented by city 

employees in April of 



workplace harassment, a 

hostile work environment 

and threats of retaliation 

and termination, also their 

letter of full confidence in 

Guild presented last month 

and an age discrimination 

complaint filed by Kingman. 

 

A group of Shopko workers 

are asking for the 

severance payments 

promised when the 

company filed for 

bankruptcy.  The remaining 

stores to close by the end of 

the month.  The 700 former 

and current Shopko workers 

are asking the private 

equity firm which bought 

the chain 14 years ago to 

keep the promise.   

 

Preliminary totals show 

Wisconsin turkey hunters 

registered 38,556 birds 

during the 2019 spring 

turkey hunting season, 

virtually unchanged from 



the birds registered last 

spring.  As in the 2018 

season, the 2019 fall turkey 

drawing has been waived.  

A fall turkey harvest 

authorization will be issued 

with every fall turkey or 

conservation patron license 

purchase.  Hunters will 

choose a zone at the time 

of purchase for which their 

harvest authorization will be 

valid.  Bonus harvest 

authorizations, formerly 

known as leftover tags, will 

be available for purchase in 

select zones starting in 

August. 
 

  
A new indoor facility ok’ed 
for Rhinelander high school News 6/11/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 It’s been more than 60 

years since Rhinelander 

High School has seen a 

facility expansion this large, 

as the school board last 

night approved $5.7-million 

for a new indoor athletic 

facility.  Initiated by a half-

million dollar pledge by Dr. 

Lee Swank last year and 

another $700,000 from the 



Hodag Schools Foundation, 

the board is looking at 

either a 50,000 square foot 

steel-sided facility or a 

90,000 square foot, air-

supported dome next to 

Mike Webster stadium.  The 

football field will also get 

artificial turf and be ready 

by fall.  Which way the 

board goes will come after 

meetings with planners and 

contractors the next several 

weeks.   

A lengthy closed meeting 

with legal counsel present, 

dealing with several 

personnel subjects ended 

with no action being taken 

last night.  Mayor Chris 

Frederickson said recent 

interviews with employees 

by attorneys, letters of no 

confidence in city 

administrator Daniel Guild 

and other matters were 

discussed and findings 

summarized for council 

members.  Public Works 



Department head Tim 

Kingman remains on non-

disciplinary administrative 

leave, being placed there 

a week ago pending 

further investigations.  No 

indication was given when 

the matters being discussed 

would be resolved.     

Three Lakes police 

identified the victim of a 

fatal motorcycle crash 

Saturday night.  51-year old 

Jonathan Luepke of Three 

Lakes died when his 

machine missed a curve on 

Hwy X. 

No one was home when fire 

destroyed a house 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

dispatch went out to 

several departments about 

1:30 to the home near the 

Hwys 70 and D intersection.  

The cause is unknown 

  
Rhinelander City Council 
attracts a possible new 
candidate News 6/12/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The election is nearly a year 

away but the upheaval 

within the Rhinelander City 

Council has already drawn 



a candidate.  Rhinelander 

businessman and 

coordinator of the Oneida 

County Fair, Tom Barnett 

said he’ll run against 

council president George 

Kirby in district one.  He says 

he believes the 

administration is trying to 

move the city forward but 

there are council members 

making that difficult.  While 

he has no government 

experience he said he 

knows it’s not supposed to 

run the way it is now.     

A Wood County deputy 

performing a welfare check 

on a suicidal subject in 

Arpin was shot yesterday 

and airlifted to Marshfield.  

He hasn’t been identified 

and his condition is 

unknown, as is that of the 

suspect.  The Department 

of Criminal Investigation 

continues to look into the 

incident. 

The Republican-controlled 



finance committee signed 

off reducing Democratic 

Gov. Tony Evers' budget for 

state construction projects 

by about $615 million.  

Evers' state budget called 

for spending $2.5 billion on 

building projects, including 

$1.1 billion for the University 

of Wisconsin System.  

Republicans on the 

committee erased Evers' 

construction plan last night 

and inserted their own. All 

four Democrats on the 

panel voted against the 

GOP plan.  Their proposal 

spends about $1.9 billion, 

including $5 million to 

purchase land and begin a 

bidding process to build a 

new prison in Green Bay.  

Evers called for spending 

an additional $194 million to 

build new facilities to house 

juvenile offenders after the 

state's youth prison at Irma 

closes. The Republicans 

reduced that figure to $44 



million. 

 

  
State supreme court jumps 
into the middle of a legal 
battle News 6/12/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The day before a trial 

challenging a law passed 

during the lame-duck 

legislative session was to 

start, the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court jumped into 

the middle of the legal 

battle.  The state's high 

court stopped the trial 

which was to start in Dane 

County today 

(Wednesday).  It is already 

considering a different 

lawsuit which challenges 

the entire session held last 

December on procedural 

grounds. 

The nation's largest grocery 

store chain is joining a 

growing list of national 

retailers with its plan to 

begin selling C-B-D 

products.  Kroger owns Pick 

'N Save and Metro Market 

stores in Wisconsin.  It plans 

to sell C-B-D creams, balms 

and oils in 17 states.  



Derived from hemp, C-B-D is 

legal thanks to the 2018 

Farm Bill.  Customers are 

curious about the possible 

benefits of the product, 

even though there is hardly 

any scientific evidence to 

confirm the claims. 

Minocqua’s new Lakeland 

Star Academy charter 

school will get a piece of 

$7-million awarded by the 

state for planning, 

implementing or expanding 

chartes.  They’ll pick up 

$258,000.  The school 

includes grades 7 through 

12 and focuses on students 

with Autism.  The funding is 

part of a larger 5 year, $95 

million commitment from 

the US Dept of Education. 

The DPI says they received 

21 grant applications 

requesting nearly $14 million 

in this cycle. 

 

Wisconsin has joined a 



lawsuit to block the merger 

of T-Mobile and Sprint.  

Alleging it is anticompetitive 

and will drive-up prices for 

consumers, Wisconsin 

Attorney General Josh Kahl  

filed a lawsuit to halt the 

proposed merger of the 

telecom companies.  

 

  
Area man sentenced to 
prison News 6/13/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Calling his actions, 

“outrageous”, Judge 

Michael Bloom sentenced 

71-year old Joseph Buza to 

prison.  A year ago Buza 

and his daughter Jillian 

attempted to hold a health 

care provider against her 

will at the Marshfield Clinic 

in Minocqua and 

threatening harm.  The pair 

were armed with a hatchet, 

meat tenderizer and a .38 

pistol.  The nurse 

practitioner was trying to 

wean Jillian off opioids and 

she was upset she couldn’t 

get a higher dosage.  Clinic 

staff were able to subdue 



the pair until police arrived.  

Jillian died while in custody 

in December.  Buza, from 

Eagle River, got the 

maximum sentence of eight 

years in prison and another 

five years on extended 

supervision.   

Traffic on Hwy 17 north of 

Sugar Camp was delayed 

nearly an hour yesterday 

morning by a car fire.  

Oneida County deputies 

reported the vehicle was 

headed for a junkyard 

about 11:30 when it caught 

fire with thick smoke 

covering the road.  No one 

was hurt.   

The Wisconsin Department 

of Justice released more 

information about the 

wounding of a Wood 

County Sheriff’s deputy 

during a welfare check.  

The incident occurred in 

Arpin where the subject 

struggled with the officer 

while armed with a knife.  



He was shot by law 

enforcement and has since 

died.  The deputy was 

airlifted to Marshfield with 

non-life threatening injuries 

and another civilian was 

injured and in stable 

condition.  It still isn’t clear 

who shot the deputy.  No 

details about how the other 

person was hurt were made 

available. 
 

 Wood Co. man deputy shot 
by another deputy 
 News 6/14/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wood County Sheriff 

Shawn Becker said one of 

his deputies was shot by a 

fellow officer while both 

were responding to a 

suicidal person Tuesday 

night.  The Department of 

Justice said a 32-year old 

Arpin man was armed with 

a knife when struggling with 

police.  Shots were fired, 

killing the man, wounding 

another civilian and the 

deputy.  Both were treated 

and released from the 

hospital.     

 



The state budget is now 

headed to lawmakers after 

the Finance Committee 

wrapped up revisions 

yesterday.  Majority 

Republicans scrapped 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Ever’s plan for an $833-

million tax cut and 

replaced it with cut of $321-

million, or about an 

average saving of $75 per 

taxpayer, per year over the 

next two years.  The plan 

shifts about $60 million from 

the state's general fund to 

bolster lottery property tax 

credits and imposes a 

much lower tax on e-

cigarettes and vaping 

products than Evers called 

for.  

 

Beginning today, the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport offers four 

flights a day, adding a mid-

day departure to 

Minneapolis.  Serviced by 



SkyWest Airlines, the 

regional carrier for Delta, 

travelers can already book 

flights online.   

 

First responders rely on their 

training and teddy bears 

while delivering emergency 

services.  As part of the 

Hugs for Comfort program, 

the Lakeland Area 

Republican Women’s Club 

donated nearly 300 stuffed 

animals to northwoods 

agencies.  The soft 

creatures are used in 

situations involving children.   
 

And congratulations to the 

Antigo Red Robins baseball 

team, winning their first ever 

Division 2 State 

Championship yesterday 8-

3 over Union Grove. 
 
 

  
Vilas Co. officials continue to 
look into gun shots fired in 
Lac Du flambeau News 6/14/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Vilas County officials 

continue looking into a 

report of gunshots in Lac du 

Flambeau last month.  



We’re just learning about 

the incident on Gunlock 

Lake where tribal members 

exercising their treaty rights 

reported the shots.  

Authorities executed a 

search warrant for a 

residence on the lake and 

uncovered a number of 

firearms and ammunition.  

No charges have been filed 

as of yet. 

Beginning today the 

Rhinelander/Oneida county 

airport offers four flights a 

day, adding a mid-day 

departure to Minneapolis.  

Serviced by Skywest Airlines, 

the regional carrier for 

Delta, travelers can already 

book flights online. 

Federal authorities say a 

Michigan couple pulled off 

a commercial jet at 

General Mitchell 

International Airport last 

week was flying under fake 

names.  Federal authorities 

say the Robert Martin and 



Dallal Farha have a long 

history of fraud, but they 

don't really know what they 

were "up to" this time.  They 

had tickets for a flight from 

Michigan to Arizona but 

were nabbed during a 

layover in Milwaukee.  A 

flight attendant found a 

wallet they dropped which 

contained credit cards and 

gift cards with several 

different names. 

The Wisconsin State Patrol 

says troopers used an 

automated external 

defibrillator on a heart 

attack victim to save his life 

Thursday.  A woman driving 

down Interstate 90 called 

the DeForest post and said 

she needed help for her 

husband.  Troopers gave 

her directions and had the 

A-E-D ready when she 

arrived.  The man wasn't 

breathing and had no 

pulse, but the use of the 

device and C-P-R helped 



re-establish a heart rhythm. 
 

  
Police in Madison are 
looking into the death of a 60 
year old woman News 6/17/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Police in Madison are 

looking into the death of a 

60-year old woman.  The 

victim’s boyfriend called 

authorities around 8:30 

Saturday night reporting he 

was unable to pull her out 

of a pond she had fallen 

into.  First responders could 

not revive her.  The 

woman’s name has not 

been released. 

Cash registers at Target 

stores across the country 

stopped working Saturday, 

causing long lines of 

unhappy shoppers.  The 

company responded to the 

outage online saying they 

were aware of the issues 

and were working as 

quickly as possible to get it 

fixed, which took two hours.  

Then yesterday, credit card 

purchases were a problem 

that was eventually pinned 

on NCR Corporation, their 



credit vendor.  Officials did 

say neither were security 

issues and no payment 

information was 

compromised.    

Republicans in the state are 

working to push their version 

of the budget through the 

legislature in the coming 

weeks.  The 2-year plan will 

be taken up by the 

Assembly beginning the 25th 

with the Senate following.  

Both houses must pass 

identical versions of the 

budget before it gets to 

Governor Tony Evers, who 

can approve it, veto the 

entire document or use his 

partial veto power to 

rewrite it.   

Work on the roundabout on 

Hwys 8 & 47 in Rhinelander 

has begun in earnest.  

Drivers are reminded to 

expect delays and lane 

closures as the job 

progresses.  So far motorists 



are able to get through the 

intersection but engineers 

will be putting detours in 

place soon.   The area is in 

rough shape and slow 

travel is recommended. 

 

  
A weekend theft has a 
Chicago woman in the 
Lincoln Co. jail News 6/17/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A weekend theft has a 

Chicago woman in the 

Lincoln county jail.  

Deputies arrested the 28-

year old Saturday night.  A 

business in the Town of 

Scott just before 10:00 to 

report the suspect had 

been in the store and took 

some items before leaving 

in a vehicle.  It was found a 

short time later and K9 

officer Poncho alerted to 

the odor of drugs.  Deputies 

found marijuana and other 

items and discovered the 

woman was out on two 

felony bonds in Marathon 

and Waupaca Counties 

related to the possession 

with intent to deliver drugs 

including cocaine along 



with retail theft.   

A Bayfield man is scheduled 

to return to federal court in 

Minnesota for another 

hearing in his murder case.  

Thirty-three-year-old James 

Francis Montano goes on 

trial next January.  He is 

accused of killing his uncle 

last year.  The case had 

been on hold while 

Montano was undergoing a 

court-ordered mental 

health evaluation.  Fifty-

seven-year-old Andrew 

James Gokee was shot to 

death on a family property 

last year.  Gokee was a 

prominent member of the 

Red Cliff Band of Lake 

Superior Chippewa. 

Democratic lawmakers say 

they weren't given 

advance notice before the 

Joint Finance Committee 

gave its approval to a 

security study at the state 

Capitol.  They say Madison 

police weren't notified 



either.  Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald, a 

Republican, wondered how 

they can oppose looking at 

ways to improve safety in a 

building which sees so 

many visitors.  Democrats 

suggested an examination 

of the Capitol policy to 

allow some firearms on the 

premises. 
 

  
Six felonies levied against 
area woman for driving 
drunk with children in the car News 6/18/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Six felonies.  The number of 

charges against a St. 

Germain woman driving 

drunk when she rolled her 

car injuring herself and her 

three children.  51-year old 

Karen Ives’ blood alcohol 

level was three times over 

the limit April 22nd when she 

lost control of the vehicle 

and rolled off the road, 

throwing herself and her six 

year old daughter out and 

injuring her two sons in the 

back seat.  She heard the 

charges in Vilas County 

Court yesterday, is free on a 

signature bond and must 



maintain absolute sobriety 

and cannot be in a tavern 

other than the one she 

owns in St. Germain.  She’s 

back in court for a 

preliminary hearing August 

first. 

The State Supreme Court 

will not hear an appeal for 

Ashlee Martinson.  The now 

21-year old Rhinelander 

woman was convicted four 

years ago of killing her 

mother and stepfather.  Her 

attorneys petitioned the 

high court to take the case 

due to her history of abuse 

and mental state.  The 

justices denied the request 

by letter yesterday. 

The Sears Hometown Store 

in Marshfield is closing.  It’s 

the fifth national business to 

shut down in the city over 

the last several years joining 

Shopko, Figis, Office Max 

and Younkers.  The privately 

owned store will be closed 

by the end of July. 



Today is the deadline for 

filing papers in Merrill’s 

upcoming recall elections.  

Five aldermen were 

targeted by a laundry list of 

frustrations from voters.  At 

the top of the list, and 

unexpected property tax 

hike of 7% last December.  

The election is July 16th. 
 

  
Gov. Evers not on board with 
raising car registration fees News 6/18/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

 He hasn't said if he will use 

his partial veto powers to 

change the Joint Finance 

Committee's budget plan, 

but Governor Tony Evers 

isn't behind the idea of 

hiking car registration fees.  

Republicans on the 

committee dropped Evers' 

plan to increase the state 

fuel tax.  They countered 

with a 95-dollar increase in 

title fees and 10 dollars 

more for registering a car in 

Wisconsin.  The governor 

says raising those fees -- 

and not the gas tax -- lets 

out-of-state drivers use 

Wisconsin roads for free. 



Witnesses tell investigators 

the 43-year-old man who 

suffered critical injuries in a 

weekend shooting had 

talked of being shot by 

police.  Two Outagamie 

County deputies are on 

administrative leave while 

the Saturday shooting is 

investigated.  Jakeus Meltz 

was angry and ended up in 

a standoff in Little Chute.  

The deputies say they 

opened fire when Meltz 

went for his gun.  The 

information gathered 

suggests he wanted to be 

shot. 

A new group calling itself 

"Badgers United" will push 

for more state funding for 

the University of Wisconsin-

Madison and an end to the 

tuition freeze, which has 

been in effect the last six 

years.   

A good Samaritan 

interrupted an attack on 

two out-of-state visitors 



Saturday morning in a 

Madison park.  Fifty-eight-

year-old Gary Troutman 

Junior reportedly started 

screaming at a couple in a 

Park and kicked a 69-year-

old man from Iron River, 

Michigan in the face.  

Police say a man walking 

his dog saw the attack, 

handed his dog's leash to 

the Michigan woman and 

tackled Troutman.  He held 

him until police arrived. 
 

 
Merrill alderman up for recall News 6/19/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Four of the five Merrill 

Alderman targeted for 

recall have challengers 

next month.  Residents were 

upset for a number of 

reasons, not the least of 

which was an unexpected 

property tax increase.  Of 

the five only David Sukow in 

District 6 will not face 

opposition because 

nomination papers were 

not filed with the clerk’s 

office.  In district 1, Becky 

Meyer will go up against 



incumbent Paul Russell. 

Running for district 5, 

incumbent John 

VanLieshout will take on 

challenger Shannon Collins. 

Eric Dayton will challenge 

incumbent Rob Norton, and 

Steve Sabatke will fight for a 

seat in district 8 against 

incumbent Tim Meehean.  

The election is July 16th. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Criminal Investigation 

identified the man shot by a 

Wood County sheriff’s 

deputy as 32-year old 

Logan Johnsrud of Arpin.  

Law enforcement went to 

Johnsrud’s home for a 

welfare check last week 

when he struggled with 

deputies armed with a 

knife.  Deputy Nathan Dean 

shot him and he died at the 

scent.  Deputy Cory Leigh 

was also shot, taken to a 

local hospital, treated and 

released.  Another 

unidentified person was 



injured.  The investigation is 

ongoing. 

A review by the Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau finds property 

taxes in the state would go 

up under Governor Tony 

Evers’ plan as they would 

under the alternative 

Republican proposal.  Both 

plans show an average 2% 

increase the first year and 

1.6% the second.  The 

actual amount of taxes 

paid varies widely based on 

where a person lives and 

taxes that are levied locally 

by schools, counties and 

others 

 
Search for missing child on 
the Wis. River becomes a 
recovery effort.  News 6/20/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The search for a missing 

child on the Wisconsin River 

is now a recovery effort.  

Officials in Adams County 

received a report from the 

Wisconsin Dells Police that a 

child disappeared in the 

water just before 6:00 

Tuesday night.  Witnesses 

confirmed the unidentified 

child went under.  Three 



search boats are on the 

river with 11 divers.  

Authorities say the child is 

from Wisconsin Dells. 

Industrial hemp growing in 

Wisconsin was illegal until 

last year and Wisconsin, up 

until the 1950s was a 

national leader in growing 

and processing the plant.  

That’s when it was banned 

because of how closely it 

resembles marijuana.  The 

second harvest is now 

underway with the state 

showing triple the number 

of licensed farmers.  Across 

Lincoln, Marathon and 

Oneida Counties there are 

20 processors and 58 

growers spanning more 

than 441 acres.  Before 

farmers are allowed to sell 

their crop, an independent 

test must be conducted to 

make sure the THC levels, 

the hallucinagetic 

chemical in the plant are 

below three tenths of a 



percent. 

For the first time in years, 

Army Reservists from Fort 

McCoy are prepping for 

deployment to Afghanistan.  

At the end of the month the 

348th Route clearing 

company will head 

overseas and look for 

improvised explosive 

devices and other vehicle 

bound weapons and 

ordinance in advance of 

convoys.  Yesterday was 

their final training exercise 

using live fire.  The troops will 

be there for the next year.   

Tomorrow the State 

Supreme Court will rule on 

the challenge to 

Republican’s lame-duck 

laws limiting the power of 

the Governor and Attorney 

General. 
 

 
Rhinelander police remind 
parents of stranger danger News 6/20/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The C-E-O of next year's 

Democratic National 

Convention says he hopes 

to leave Milwaukee in 

better shape than it was 



when the massive event first 

arrived.  Joe Solmonese 

spoke at an event 

yesterday saying they're not 

going to just sweep into 

Milwaukee, hold the major 

event, then leave a big 

mess behind.  Solmonese 

says he also wants to make 

sure the July convention 

benefits all of Wisconsin and 

not just its largest city.  He 

says job postings and 

volunteer listings will be 

made public as soon as the 

complex details for the 

event are finalized. 

Leaders at the University of 

Wisconsin-Stevens Point say 

the controversial merger 

has meant 671-million 

dollars to the state 

economy.  The estimate is 

based on spending by 

students, staff, faculty and 

visitors, plus spending on 

university operations.  U-W-

Stevens Point joined with 

two-year campuses in 



Wausau and Marshfield less 

than a year ago.  School 

officials say they are very 

pleased with the impact on 

central Wisconsin.  A study 

shows 92 percent of 

graduates from the 

university continue to live in 

Wisconsin for at least three 

years after their graduation. 

Summer officially begins 

tomorrow and the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s department 

reminds parents of the 

stranger danger.  We live in 

an era where kids can meet 

strangers without leaving 

the home…online.  The 

sheriff’s office placed a 

special focus on internet 

crime against children with 

at least a dozen arrests over 

the last five months.  They 

urge parents to supervise all 

online activity or at the very 

least, tell them how 

dangerous it can be. 
 

 
State assembly votes to 
extend the date to close News 6/21/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Last month the federal 

government announced 



Lincoln Hills the Civilian Conservation 

Centers, rural job training 

facilities across the country 

would shift from the 

Agriculture department to 

the Labor department.  

Sixteen of them would 

remain open, nine would 

close, including the 

Blackwell job corps in 

Laona.  The Trump 

administration has now 

walked back on that 

decision due to strong, 

bipartisan resistance.  

Senator Tammy Baldwin 

and Congressman Sean 

Duffy both lobbied to block 

the change, keeping 55 

people working in the Forest 

County community.  Now, 

Blackwell wants to take the 

opportunity to grow the 

number of students in the 

program that pumps more 

than $5-million into the local 

economy. 

The State Assembly 

yesterday voted to extend 



the deadline to close the 

Lincoln Hills youth prison in 

Irma by more than six 

months.  Governor Tony 

Evers said the original plan 

approved was rushed.  Both 

parties support the move as 

potential sites for a new 

facility are getting harder to 

find.  LaCrosse and Fond du 

Lac counties had expressed 

interest early but have now 

backed out.  The small 

Outagamie County 

community of Hortonia was 

also against placement, 

citing safety issues putting a 

prison where there’s no 

police department.  In the 

meantime, disturbances 

are still occurring at the 

facility that’s been under 

investigation for alleged 

misconduct and abuses.  

Lincoln Hills will remain open 

until July first 2021.    

In related news, the state 

will pay nearly $5-million to 

three former inmates who 



were abused at the facility, 

raising the state’s legal bills 

for problems there to more 

than $25-million. 
 

 
Search continues for missing 
child in Wisconsin river News 6/21/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

The search for an 11-year-

old boy missing in the 

Wisconsin River entered its 

fourth day today  in Adams 

County.  The effort is now 

considered to be a 

recovery operation.  

Jamison Owen Dean Miller 

was swimming with family 

members Tuesday night 

when he went underwater 

and never resurfaced.  

Sonar equipment and 

divers from the Marathon 

County Sheriff's Office were 

being used yesterday. 

The League of Women 

voters this morning 

responded to the State 

Supreme Court’s decision to 

uphold the laws enacted 

during this year’s lame duck 

session of the legislature.  In 

a statement the group, a 

plaintiff in the case, is 



disappointed with the ruling 

in favor of the session that 

undermined the state’s 

constitution’s limit on its 

power and the will of the 

people. Plus the 

Legislature’s actions defied 

the democratic process, 

which is a major blow to our 

democracy as a whole. The 

League remains dedicated 

to defending the will of 

voters, despite the decision. 

If you’ve got old electronics 

the home or office there’s 

an opportunity to properly 

recycle them and help a 

good cause.  The Good 

News Project has teamed 

with the Northwoods 

Alliance for Temporary 

Housing in an E-Cycling 

collection today and 

tomorrow in Rhinelander.  

Last year’s collection 

netted over 280,000 pounds 

of electronics.  Most of the 

smaller items are free to e-

cycle with larger items at 



40-cents a pound.  

Proceeds stay with both 

organizations.  The 

collection point is at the 

Charter NEX Films facility just 

west of the city on Hwy 8, 

open today until 6 and 

tomorrow from 9-noon. 
 

 
One person died in car crash 
yesterday News 6/24/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

One person died in a firery 

crash yesterday afternoon.  

County Dispatch got the 

call shortly before 2:30 

about a crash on Hwy H 

near Dead End Road in 

Sugar Camp and that the 

car was on fire.  The 

vehicle, a hybrid, left the 

road and struck a tree.  

Passersby attempted to 

break into it but the flames 

pushed them back.  The 

driver was found inside after 

the fire was out and the 

name has not yet been 

released.   

Rhinelander’s School Board 

meets tonight in an attempt 

to decide One person died 

in a firery crash yesterday 



afternoon.  Oneida which 

of the two options for an 

indoor athletic facility to 

choose.  The board 

approved the nearly $6.9-

million plan after $1.2-million 

came from donations.  

Contractors will present a 

look at both structures, a 

permanent steel building or 

a seasonal, air supported 

dome.  Board members 

may opt for site visits before 

making the selection.   

The Rhinelander Common 

Council meets tonight as 

well, with recreational 

vehicles on the top of the 

list of interest.  Members will 

discuss a resolution allowing 

ATV and UTV use on city 

streets with the exception of 

Lincoln and Stevens streets.  

There will also be certain 

restrictions.  They’ll also vote 

on no longer flying the large 

American flag downtown.  

The pole is actually a cell 

tower owned by AT&T and 



is getting damaged by the 

rigging and flag.  The city 

no longer wants the liability.  

The Council will also discuss 

continuing the master plan 

developments for Hodag 

and Pioneer Parks in the 

city, and improve the sound 

system in the council 

chambers. 
 

 
Gov. Evers speaks on 
Lincoln Hills shutdown News 6/24/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Republicans in the 

Wisconsin Assembly and 

Democratic Governor Tony 

Evers agree – it’s necessary 

to slow down the process of 

closing the Lincoln Hills and 

Copper Lake juvenile 

prisons.  Republican state 

Representative John 

Nygren says the governor is 

right, you can't lock the 

doors at those two facilities 

without having 

replacements ready to go.  

The state wants to move 

the young inmates to 

multiple locations run by the 

counties.  Keeping juvenile 

prisoners closer to their 



homes has worked in other 

states.  The deadline was 

put off six months last week, 

but Governor Evers says 

even that doesn't allow 

enough time to get the 

smaller facilities built.  

A convicted killer in Portage 

County won't be eligible for 

parole until he has served 

25 years.  Steve Breneman 

was given a life sentence 

last Friday, being found 

guilty of killing 45-year-old 

Donald Brewer on his front 

porch while Brewer's 

children were watching.  

Breneman had gone to 

confront Brewer in the Town 

of Almond last year 

because the victim was 

having an affair with 

Brewer's wife. 

A Marathon County Circuit 

judge ruled the Wisconsin 

Department of Revenue 

must pay the city of 

Mosinee the 48-thousand 

dollars it is owed.  An error 



was found in the state's 

calculations and Mosinee 

had been shorted by that 

amount.  When the 

department refused to 

resolve the issue, Mosinee 

went to court.  The 

Department of Revenue 

could still appeal the 

decision, but local officials 

say they don't expect that 

to happen. 

And the Brewers are off 

today before opening an 

interleague series at home 

against Seattle tomorrow. 
 

 
Operators of atv’s will soon 
be able to ride on the city 
streets in Rhinelander News 6/25/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Operators of all terrain 

vehicles will soon be able to 

ride into Rhinelander.  The 

City Council last night 

approved an ordinance 

allowing ATVs and UTVs to 

run on city streets with the 

exception of Lincoln and 

Stevens.  There were three 

no votes on the council with 

alderman Ryan Rossing 

suggesting a referendum 

on the issue.  But no action 



was taken.  Once signage is 

in place it will be legal to 

run the machines.  

Operators are urged to 

make sure they know the 

restrictions. 

A full-size indoor athletic 

dome was the unanimous 

choice of the Rhinelander 

School Board last night.  The 

air-supported structure, 

which could be up and 

running by this winter, will 

mostly benefit the spring 

sports, like softball and 

soccer, which annually get 

cut short by the weather.  

Supporters say gym classes 

and the community will also 

benefit from the $6.9-million 

project, most likely to be 

built adjacent to Mike 

Webster Stadium.  The 

board chose the dome 

over a smaller and more 

expensive permanent steel 

structure.   

The Oneida Country 

Sheriff’s Department 



identified the victim of a 

Sunday afternoon crash as 

16-year old Isaac Tessier of 

Sugar Camp.  The accident 

occurred on Hwy H when 

the vehicle left the road, 

struck a tree and burst into 

flames.   

The Sheriff’s office is also 

hosting training beginning 

today for law enforcement 

and school officials.  The 

school based threat, risk 

and vulnerability 

assessment training helps 

administration and staff, as 

well as emergency 

responders prevent, 

protect, prepare for, 

respond to and recover 

from emergency situations. 
 

 
Rhinelander public works 
director relieved of duties News 6/25/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Rhinelander’s city council 

meeting didn’t adjourn until 

after midnight and 

personnel issues weighed 

heavy as a 5-4 vote 

terminated the 

employment of embattled 

public works director Tim 



Kingman.  The last several 

years his department has 

been termed a hostile work 

environment with a difficult 

workplace culture.  In June 

of 2017 aldermen called for 

an investigation after two 

longtime city employees 

resigned.  Earlier this year a 

number of city employees 

united at a council meeting 

presented similar 

complaints.  Kingman 

himself filed a no 

confidence complaint 

against administrator Daniel 

Guild and accused the 

leadership of making no 

attempt to address what he 

called the atmosphere of 

intimidation and fear of 

retribution on department 

heads.  He’s been on paid 

administrative leave since 

late last month.  Mayor 

Chris Frederickson said all 

projects will move forward 

as they have been and 

he’s looking forward to the 



future.  He also said the 

council may look at a 

possible temporary fill as the 

city has a couple open 

administrative positions right 

now.   

The new Wisconsin state 

budget is expected to be 

approved by members of 

the Assembly today.  The 

two-year spending plan 

should make it through by a 

wide margin, then the state 

Senate votes tomorrow.  

There are some Republican 

senators who promise to 

vote against the plan 

because they think it 

contains too much new 

spending.  If the budget 

passes, it goes to Governor 

Tony Evers' desk -- where he 

will decide what he wants 

to keep and where he will 

use his line-item veto to cut 

things out. 
 

 
Six people die in house fire 
in Langlade Co. yesterday News 6/26/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Six people, including four 

children, aged ten months 

to seven years died in a fire 



yesterday morning near 

Pickerel in Langlade 

County.  First responders 

found the older home on 

Hwy DD, engulfed in flames 

when they arrived shortly 

after 6:30.  Two other adults 

made it out and were 

hospitalized.  The blaze was 

contained by 11:30.  

Several area departments 

responded and the cause is 

still unknown.   

The Republican-controlled 

Assembly approved the 

new, two year state budget 

yesterday, with the 

proposal in front of the 

State Senate today.  The 

lower house did approve 

some last minute changes.  

And despite both parties 

claiming taxes wouldn’t be 

raised, the non-partisan 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

reports property taxes will 

go up.  After Senate 

approval it heads to the 

governor.   



Illinois joins 10 other states 

and the District of Columbia 

in allowing recreational use 

of marijuana.  Nearly two 

dozen states have pursued 

legalization in the past two 

years. Efforts in New York, 

Pennsylvania and New 

Jersey fizzled this spring.  A 

recent poll found nearly 

60% of Wisconsinites 

favoring it beyond medical 

use. 

Supported by a Walmart 

community grant and built 

by the high school welding 

class, three new kayak 

storage racks are being 

placed along waterways in 

key Rhinelander locations.  

Each rack holds six kayaks 

and placed at Hodag Park, 

Pelican Rapids boat 

landing and the river 

launch on Norway Street 

across from the Riverwalk.  

The new racks will be 

showcased in a ribbon 

cutting event tomorrow 



afternoon at Hodag Park.  

Leadership Oneida County 

class members developed 

the project 
 

 
More details appear about 
the tragic house fire in 
Langlade Co. yesterday News 6/26/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

More information on the 

tragic file that killed six 

people including four 

children in Pickerel early 

yesterday morning.  

Langlade County Coroner 

Larry Shadick said eight 

people were in the home 

on Hwy DD and two 

women were able to get 

out, jumping from a second 

story window.  One of them 

was further injured 

attempting to get back in 

after her baby.  The cause is 

still unknown but may be 

electrical in nature. 

Jeremiah Solis told 

investigators he shot his 

friend to death 

accidentally.  Solis will serve 

one year in the Vilas County 

Jail after reaching a plea 

agreement last April.  He 

said he didn't know the gun 



was loaded when he pulled 

the trigger two years ago, 

killing Connor Stephens.  If 

Solis violates the terms of his 

probation after serving that 

year, he will return to jail for 

another four years. 

A Marathon County Circuit 

judge sentenced a Mosinee 

man to 11 months in prison 

for causing a fatal accident 

nearly four years ago.  

Twenty-one-year-old 

Brandon Kohel tried to pass 

another vehicle in a no-

passing zone.   The driver of 

the other vehicle, 54-year-

old Michael Sybeldon, was 

killed.  Kohel entered a no 

contest plea in January. 

Alliance Industries told the 

Department of Workforce 

Development it plans to 

close one of its four 

Wisconsin plants this 

summer.  Twenty-two 

people will lose their jobs at 

the facility in Marinette.  No 

reason has been given for 



the decision to shut 

operations down.  Alliance 

makes foundry sand casting 

and provides metal powder 

coating and painting. 
 

 
A structure fire in Stevens 
Point leaves one person 
dead News 6/27/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A structure fire in Stevens 

Point leaves one person 

dead.  Authorities say they 

were called to a garage on 

Sixth Avenue shortly before 

seven last night.  The 

building was already 

engulfed in flames when 

firefighters arrived and they 

were told someone may be 

trapped inside.  They 

discovered the victim once 

able to get in.  The name 

has not been released.  

Meanwhile, the name of 

the youngest victim of that 

tragic fire in Pickerel has 

been released.  Langlade 

County officials say 10-

month old Zoe Munoz Soto 

perished along with five 

others.  The other victims 

included two adults in their 

early 30s, a 1-1/2 year old 



girl and two boys, ages 

three and seven.   

ATV enthusiasts are jumping 

the gun, already driving 

their machines on the 

streets of Rhinelander and 

that could mean a ticket.  

The city council Monday 

approved an ordinance 

allowing ATV and UTV traffic 

in town with the exception 

of Stevens and Lincoln 

Streets, but it’s still illegal 

until the signage goes up.  

Police Chief Lloyd Gauthier 

says citations can be issued, 

as the ordinance doesn’t 

go into effect until July 4th 

at the earliest.  There are 

other restrictions and 

operators are urged to get 

familiar with the rules. 

A whittled down version of 

the state budget is now on 

the governor’s desk.  On a 

slim 17-16 vote the $81-

billion plan passed the 

Senate yesterday.  

Governor Tony Evers can 



now approve it, toss it or 

use his broad partial veto 

powers to further revise it.  

His office hasn’t indicated 

when that will be done. 
 

 
Three people in jail after stop 
in Forest Co.  News 6/27/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Three people are in custody 

following a traffic stop by 

the Forest County Drug Task 

Force this week in the Town 

of Lincoln.  When deputies 

asked the driver, 25-year 

old Gregory Bradley of 

Crandon to step out of the 

vehicle, he dropped a bag 

of heroin.  A search 

revealed more of the drug 

plus cocaine, digital scale, 

packing materials and 

other drug paraphernalia.  

Two passengers, 26-year old 

Keshia Morris and 28 year 

old Mary Shegonee, also 

from Crandon were also 

arrested, all facing multiple 

felony charges. 

33-year-old Kyle Jaenke-

Annis of Cameron man will 

be on probation for two 

years for breaking into the 



home of abducted 

teenager Jayme Closs while 

she was still missing.  He had 

been accused of 

burglarizing the home last 

October.   

The deadline for closing 

Wisconsin's troubled Lincoln 

Hills youth prison has been 

extended by six months.  

The state Senate passed a 

bill yesterday responding to 

a request.  Governor Tony 

Evers had said the January 

1st, 2021 deadline was too 

aggressive, so lawmakers 

tacked on six months.  The 

facilities for juvenile boys 

and girls have been 

hounded by charges of 

guard-on-prisoner abuse.  

The state plans to create 

smaller locations for young 

offenders to be held closer 

to their homes. 

An Adams County deputy 

rescued a woman from the 

Wisconsin River in the town 

of Springville early 



yesterday.  Calls came in 

about a person struggling in 

the river near the Highway 

82 bridge.  The victim's 

name hasn't been 

released.  She was treated 

at a nearby hospital for 

minor injuries and a mental 

health evaluation. 
 

 
Northern Wis. Spared of 
severe storms that moved 
across the state yesterday News 6/28/19 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Northern Wisconsin was 

spared from severe storms 

that moved through much 

of the state in waves 

yesterday.  Wind over 60 

miles per hour uprooted 

trees, dropped power lines 

and took out small 

outbuildings.  Multiple 

lightning strikes added to 

the number of people 

without power, that was still 

nearly 3000 early this 

morning.  Plover, Wautoma 

and south to Hartford winds 

and lightning caused 

significant damage.   

Three people are in custody 

in Lincoln County.  27-year 

old Jonathon Anthoney of 



Schofield was wanted by 

the Marathon County 

Sheriff’s Department and 

located at a cabin off 

Sunny Point Road in the 

Town of King, east of 

Tomahawk.  Anthoney was 

considered armed and 

dangerous.  The Special 

Response Team arrested 

him without incident.  

Deputies recovered a 

firearm, drugs and other 

items.  He faces a number 

of felonies and bail 

jumping.  Two women were 

also picked up on drug 

charges.  34-year old 

Deanne Aufrere of 

Tomahawk and 20-year old 

Keli Sample of Irma.   

Steps to help recovering 

addicts have been 

approved in Lincoln, 

Langlade and Marathon 

counties.  North Central 

Health Care will offer an 

extended recovery 

program bringing five 



coaches in to provide 

support.  The goal is to 

enhance the treatment 

needs with RecoveryCorp.  

Marshfield Clinic Health 

System has a similar 

program in place called 

AmeriCorp. 

Wisconsin lawmakers are 

proposing the state 

celebrate MVP week in 

Decembler.  A bipartisan 

group introduced 

legislation yesterday to 

honor Packer quarterback 

Aaron Rodgers, Brewers 

right fielder Christian Yelich 

and Milwaukee Bucks star 

forward Giannis 

Antetokoumpo.  All three 

have birthdays the first 

week of Decemb 

 
Racine Co. officials say they 
have suspected cop killer in 
custody News 6/28/19 1230p,530p 1:30 

Authorities in Racine County 

confirm they have the 

suspect in the shooting 

death of Police Officer John 

Hetland in custody.  The 

man's name hasn't been 



released.  He was taken 

into custody in Milwaukee.  

Hetland was off-duty when 

he tried to stop an armed 

robbery at a restaurant 

June 17th.  The officer was 

a 24-year veteran of the 

Racine Police Department. 

Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald says the 

worst thing the governor 

could do is veto the entire 

state budget plan.  The 

Senate and Assembly 

passed the 81-billion dollar 

package this week and it 

arrives at the governor's 

office today.  He can sign it, 

veto it, or use his partial 

veto powers to revise the 

budget.  Fitzgerald says it 

will be difficult to build 

another one if it gets 

vetoed.  Evers hasn't said 

what he plans to do. 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

wants to help asylum 

seekers flooding over the 

southern border.  Referring 



to a photo of a father and 

daughter who drowned, 

the Wisconsin Republican 

said, "I don't want to see 

another picture like that on 

the U-S border."  Johnson 

says the country needs 

more immigrants to grow its 

economy, but their entry 

has to be legal.  He is the 

chair of the Homeland 

Security and Government 

Affairs Committee. 

No special treatment for 

the governor of Illinois.  He 

got a warning for speeding 

on Geneva Lake.  Governor 

J-B Pritzker's boat was 

traveling at 41 miles-an-

hour at dusk when he was 

stopped.  Boating 

regulations for the Village of 

Williams Bay specify a 35 

mile-an-hour speed limit on 

weekends.   
 

 
Interview In studio 6/11/19 740a 3 minutes 

Talked to Tammy Modic from the NATG 
org. about an upcoming E-Cycle event to 
raise money for NATH 

 
Interview Phone 6/12/19 740a 3 minutes 

Talked to Mark Toigo about the upcoming 
Classic boat show coming up in Minocqua 



 
Interview Phone 6/12/19 840a 3 minutes 

Talked to Krystal Westphal from the 
Minocqua Chamber of Commerce about 
the paws in the park event.  

 

 


