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June 30, 2015

QUARTERLY REPORT

2nd Quarter

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ISSUE LIST

April 1, 2015 – June 30, 2015

Glades Media has addressed important public affairs issues in the past quarter 
by focusing on Autism, hurricane preparedness, education, festivals, history of 
Clewiston, foreclosures, and recycling. WAFC AM 590-FM 100.5-FM 92.5 has 
guests on our weekday morning show from 8AM to 8:30 AM on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. The guests are county officials and other professionals and 
volunteers who are knowledgeable on the subject covered during the quarter.

• Autism Awareness
• Hurricane Prep
• Agriculture
• Education
• Festivals
• History of Clewiston
• Foreclosures
• Recycling

April 2, 2015
Issue: Autism Awareness
Topic: Autism Awareness Month
Guest: Stephanie Busin, Autism activist

Mrs. Busin joined us today to kick off Autism awareness month. Mrs. Busin is a local 
Autism activist and school board member. She sells shirts every year and will be using 
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the money raised to provide mini-grants for teachers in Hendry County to update their 
resources in the classroom.
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April 7. 2015
Issue: Hendry Regional Health Fair
Topic: Fairs and Festivals
Guest: Toni Pavey, ARNP – Corporate Health.

Mrs. Pavey invited our listeners to Hendry Regional Medical Center’s Annual Health 
Fair. This year they are screening for a range of medical issues as well as hosting 
students from NOVA Southeastern to offer medical tests and health assessments. 

April 14, 2015
Issue: Education
Topic: Moore Haven High School Drama Club Presentation
Guest: Brian Browning, Music Director MHJ/SHS

Mr. Browning and Principal George Coates invited our listeners to the Moore Haven 
Drama Club presentation in their newly built auditorium. They discussed the updates to 
the building as well as the increased membership in the school’s drama club. Mr. Coates 
also discussed testing and new technical education offered to students. 

April 16, 2015
Issue: Black Gold Jubilee
Topic: Festivals
Guest: Brenda Bunting

Our guest this morning was the chair of the Black Gold Jubilee Committee. She invited 
our listeners to the 36th Annual Black Gold Jubilee Festival. It is scheduled for Saturday, April 
18th, 2015 at the Torry Island Recreation Center, Belle Glade.

5K Walk/Run at 7:30 a.m., all day free children’s activities, rides, games, dunk tank, non-stop 
entertainment, food and arts and crafts booths, art show, car show, volleyball tournament, corn 
contest, photography display and much more! Spectacular fireworks at dusk

May 5, 2015
Issue: FAFSA Sign-up, Federal Application For Student Aid
Topic: Education
Guest: Stephanie Busin
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Hendry County School Board and Education Task Force representative came on the show to announce 
the FAFSA night at Clewiston High School. This night is a night when students and parents of seniors 
can receive help to fill out the complicated FAFSA. Free food will be provided as well as gift 
certificates. It is the goal of the Task Force to increase the number of Clewiston High School students 
who complete the FAFSA and receive financial aid.

May 14, 2015
Issue: Summer Camp, Lifeguard Certification
Topic: Education
Guest: Lance Ramer, Recreation Director – City of Clewiston

Lance (Bubba) Ramer described the current issues with the 2015 City of Clewiston 
Summer Camp. As it stands there were new requirements from the Florida Department 
of Children and Families to have all counselors meet the same background checks as 
daycare centers. This has caused worry of a delayed start date. However with the 
support of the Clewiston City Manager and the City Commission and with some 
ingenuity Lance was able to expedite the process. Clewiston recreation also offers 
lifeguard certification for teenagers and camp counselor certification. 

May 19, 2015
Issue: Flood Insurance
Topic: Hurricane Preparedness
Guest: Travis Reese, Director of Building and Zoning

Travis Reese discussed the change in the FEMA Flood Map. This resulted in MOST of 
the City of Clewiston now being in a flood zone. Residents have until June 1st to update 
their flood insurance to meet new requirements. By updating early residents may qualify 
for a discount on their rates. These new rates will likely go down until the flood maps 
change. 

June 9th, 2015
Issue: Garbage and Water
Topic: Recycling
Guest: Sean Scheffler, Director of Public Works – City of Clewiston
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Sean came in to remind all residents of the tree debris fee holiday. For the month of 
June the fee associated with limb pick-up will be waived. Residents should call the City 
of Clewiston and register their address for the waiver. In addition to cleaning trees for 
hurricane preparedness residents should also do an inventory of any trash disposables 
they have around the house. Some of these items can be recycled. Also, residents 
should watch their sprinklers and make sure they are functioning properly. Redirect if 
they have turned the wrong way so as to make best use of the water. 

June 16th, 2015
Issue: Emergency Management
Topic: Hurricane Preparedness
Guest: Brian Newhouse, Hendry County Emergency Management Director

Brian Newhouse is the newly (30 days in) hired Director of Emergency Management for 
Hendry County. Brian shared with us his professional history and his experience being a 
first responder during Hurricane Andrew. Brian shared that in addition to natural 
disasters his office prepares for biological and cyber-attacks. He recommended that 
residents check their homes for any weaknesses, prepare for power outages, and get an 
emergency evacuation plan together if they don’t already have one.

June 18, 2015
Issue: Hurricane predictions, preparedness, special needs shelter
Topic: Hurricane Preparedness
Guest: Bob Kosiba, Regional Planner

Bob discussed hurricane predictions and detailed a hurricane preparedness plan. 
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center says the 2015 Atlantic hurricane season will likely be 
below-normal, but that’s no reason to believe coastal areas will have it easy.

For the hurricane season, which officially runs from June 1 - November 30, NOAA is 
predicting a 70 percent likelihood of 6 to 11 named storms (winds of 39 mph or higher), 
of which 3 to 6 could become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or higher), including zero to 2 
major hurricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph or higher). While a below-normal 
season is likely (70 percent), there is also a 20 percent chance of a near-normal season, 
and a 10 percent chance of an above-normal season. 
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“A below-normal season doesn’t mean we’re off the hook. As we’ve seen before, below-
normal seasons can still produce catastrophic impacts to communities” 
A basic emergency supply kit could include the following recommended items:

• Water, one gallon of water per person per day for at least three days, for drinking 
and sanitation

• Food, at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food
• Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert 

and extra batteries for both
• Flashlight and extra batteries
• First aid kit
• Whistle to signal for help
• Dust mask to help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting and duct tape to 

shelter-in-place
• Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation
• Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities
• Manual can opener for food
• Local maps
• Cell phone with chargers, inverter or solar char

June 23, 2015
Issue: Foreclosures
Topic: Foreclosures
Guest: Deborah VanSickle

Van Sickle, Vice President, First Bank of Clewiston was my guest to discuss the process 
of foreclosure and what the options are for people at risk. Banks do not want to take 
homes back and will usually try to work with homeowners to keep the house with the 
owner. Once a homeowner thinks they will have a problem making payments due to job 
loss or injury or some other reason they should call their bank. Banks can defer 
payments for up to 6 months. They can also refinance to a smaller monthly payment. 
The good news is Florida foreclosure rates are going down. 

June 25, 2015
Issue: The Clewiston Museum
Topic: History of Clewiston
Guest: Butch Wilson, Director of Clewiston Museum
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We played a recorded interview that was a discussion with Butch Wilson on the 
programs at museum, navigating the Big O, and information about fossils on exhibit at 
museum. The Clewiston Museum houses historical documents, artifacts, and images 
concerning the City of Clewiston.

IN-HOUSE CAMPAIGNS

General Community Education:

Sean Scheffler, Director of Public Works, City of Clewiston – Trees and yard maintenance. 
Easements and power lines.
John Benkert and Greg Scasny, CDS – Cybersecurity ,passwords, fraud ,and cell phones.

Community Campaigns:

As part of WAFC AM 590-FM 100.5-FM 92.5 commitment to be actively involved in the 
community we were part of the Sugar Festival on April 10, 2015

As part of WAFC AM 590-FM 100.5-FM 92.5 commitment to be actively involved in the 
community we were part of the Black Gold Jubilee on April 18, 2015

Challenges

After attempts with 3 different agricultural contacts to discuss agriculture in the area we 
were unable to get an interview.


