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September 30, 2015 
QUARTERLY REPORT 

3rd Quarter 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ISSUE LIST 

JULY 1, 2015 - SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 

Glades Media has addressed important public affairs issues in the past quarter by focusing on Summer 
Recreation, Back to School, Hurricane Preparedness, Adult Education, Children’s Charities, and more. WAFC 
AM 590-FM 100.5-FM 92.5 has guests on our weekday morning show from 8 AM to 8:30 AM on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. The guests are county officials and others professionals and volunteers who are knowledgeable on 
the subject covered during the quarter. 

 Hurricane Awareness  

 Water Safety 

 Adult Education 

 Summer Recreation 

 Children’s Charities 

 Back to School 

 Managing Health Information 

 Early Financial Literacy 
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July 2, 2015 
Issue: Alternative Remedies 
Topic: Natural Supplements 
Guest: Dan Glidden, Pharmacist 

Dan presented our listeners with alternative methods of treating ailments outside of conventional medication. 
Ironically, Dan is a pharmacist. His passion, however, is natural supplements and  maintaining healthy health 
habits and choices.  He mentioned that many times, the supplement has more benefits and nutrients than an 
actual food product. Dan is working on building a supplement station complete with herbs, juices and other 
supplements and homeopathic remedies. 

July 7, 2015 
Issue: Security Breaches 
Topic: Cyber Security 
Guest: John Benkert and Gregory Scasny, Founder and Business Partner 

John and Gregg discussed security breaches and how certain situations may make one more susceptible to 
victimization.  They discussed how to safely use public Wi-fi to protect ones personal security. Keep in mind 
that, “Anything a human can do, a human can undo,” they mention in regard to the services they offer if a 
person were to ever find themselves victimized. There is software offered for added protection which is one of 
the most popular measures of extra protection to protect your network. 
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July 9, 2015 
Issue: Flood Notices Mailed 
Topic: Clewiston Flood Insurance  
Guest: Travis Reese, Community Development Director 

Many residents have recently received notices making flood insurance mandatory. Now that the dyke is 
certified, Travis Reece says, “Don’t discard flood insurance warnings.” This city is anticipating the new flood 
maps. These maps will help residence visualize what they need to understand about flood insurance and why it’s 
so important. The flood smart website as well as FEMA.gov gives detailed information about flood zoning. The 
good news is, he says, “We are in a much better position than the state shows. Is there a chance the dyke will 
fail? Yes. Will it affect Clewiston? Not likely.” 

July 14, 2015 
Issue: History of Clewiston 
Topic: Clewiston Museum 
Guest: Butch Wilson, Executive Director 

Butch spoke vividly about programs and activities going on at the museum year-round. This time of year, 
however, is slow. He uses the summer months to catch up on exhibits and presentations that he is too busy to 
facilitate during the winter months. He spoke about Lake Okeechobee, Indian mounds in the area, the railroad, 
the sugar industry and other historical landmarks and facts about the city. His goal is to continue to carry on the 
history of Clewiston so that it’s not forgotten.  

July 16, 2015 
Issue: Forclosures on the Decline 
Topic: Forclosures 
Guest: Deborah Van Sickle, Chief Lending Officer, First Bank  

Foreclosure rates are going down which means the economy is getting better. However, there are still 
foreclosures going on. This happens when the lending institution petitions to become owner of a property that is 
120 days past due. First bank has options to avoid foreclosure. Deborah talked about short sells, deed in lieu of 
foreclosure, communicating with your lender and other “work out situations”. Because ultimately, the lender 
does not want to take anyone’s property. It’s more of a hassle for them to take ownership than to help the 
original owner keep it.  
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July 21, 2015 
Issue: Back to School 
Topic: Hendry County Schools 
Guest: Paul K. Puletti, Superintendent, Hendry County School District 

The superintendent talked about the lunch program and the regulations imposed federally. He highlighted the 
new program and was excited to report that all schools qualified for the free lunch program. He briefly touched 
on dress code and other back to school topics. In addition to school news, he also described his 32 years of 
growth in Hendry County and the different positions he’s held. 

July 23, 2015 
Issue: Hurricane Preparedness 
Topic: Hurricane Preparedness 
Guest: Brian Newhouse, Director, Hendry County Emergency Management 

Brian explained what Hendry County Emergency Management does just for Hendry County. He discussed 
various threats and risks we may face specifically related to the dike and flooding. Brian gave tips on Hurricane 
preparedness and things residents should consider for insurance purposes. Brand new to the City of Clewiston, 
Brian is well versed and experienced in preparedness overall, and as it relates the Hendry County. 

July 28, 2015 
Issue: History of Clewiston 
Topic: Clewiston Museum 
Guest: Butch Wilson, Executive Director 

Butch spoke vividly about programs and activities going on at the museum year-round. This time of year, 
however, is slow. He uses the summer months to catch up on exhibits and presentations that he is too busy to 
facilitate during the winter months. He spoke about Lake Okeechobee, Indian mounds in the area, the railroad, 
the sugar industry and other historical landmarks and facts about the city. His goal is to continue to carry on the 
history of Clewiston so that it’s not forgotten.  

 !   !   !   !   !   !   !  



!  
530 East Alverdez Avenue 
Clewiston, Florida 33440 

T. 863-983-5900 
F. 888-858-0995 

www.gladesmedia.com 

July 30, 2015 
Issue: Natural Supplements 
Topic: Natural Supplements 
Guest: Dan Glidden, Pharmacist 

Dan presented our listeners with alternative methods of treating ailments outside of conventional medication. 
Ironically, Dan is a pharmacist at our local Walmart. His passion, however, is natural supplements and healthy 
health habits and choices.  He mentioned that many times, the supplement has more benefits and nutrients than 
an actual food product. Dan is working on building his own supplement station complete with herbs, juices and 
other supplements. 

August 4, 2015 
Issue: Back to School Bash 
Topic: Backpack Giveaway 
Guest: Nardina Johnson and Olga Torres, Center Manager and Dental Hygienist, Florida Community 
Health Centers - Clewiston  

This interview highlighted the back to school supplies drive going on in Hendry County. Moreover, the different 
services offered by Florida Community Heath Centers. Nardina summarized many of the centers services as 
well as the mission and the goal of the organization. Olga Torres, a hygienist, spoke about the dental services 
offered on site as well as screenings to be offered at the Back to School Bash and Backpack Giveaway on 
August 8. The backpacks were sponsored by the Howard E. Hill foundation located in Belle Glade, Florida. 

August 6, 2015 
Issue: Palm Beach State College 
Topic: Adult Education 
Guest: Lester Mosely and Gloria McAllister, Career Development Advisor and Director of Programs 

This segment was about the adult education programs offered at Palm Beach State College, specifically the 
Belle Glade Campus. We touched on the history of the college and well as future goals for programming. Lester 
and Gloria, fairly new to the positions, spoke in detail to clarify many of the qualifications to enter into the 
various programs offered at the college. They appeared to be motivated about the direction and growth of the 
college as well as their upcoming open house. 
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August 11, 2015 
Issue: Clewiston Recreation Department 
Topic: Summer Recreation 
Guest: Lance Ramer and Joanna Guitererrez, Director and Secretary, Clewiston Parks and Recreation 

Lance and Joanna are both long-time employees of the recreation center. Together they have implemented many 
programs put in place to serve the community. The center has programs such as the summer camp which is 
presented in three segments. The department offers swimming lessons, gardening and senior citizens club, just 
to name a few. Soccer and softball are also available through the youth center by external vendors. The center 
also has volunteer as well as paid positions for students. 

August 13, 2015 
Issue: Financial Responsibility 
Topic: Early Financial Literacy 
Guest: Mali Gardner, VP First Bank 

Mali brought us information about financial responsibility at all ages. She outlined the issues many people face 
when it comes to managing money. She highlighted the importance of starting financial responsibility early and 
educating our kids and family members. Different programs and classes are offered at the bank and in the 
community. They are easy to learn and follow and are interactive to encourage participation from families in all 
age groups. 

August 18, 2015 
Issue: Public Works 
Topic: City Streets, solid waste and weather conditions 
Guest: Sean Scheffler, Director of Public Works 

Sean talked to us about improvements going on around the city. Some things residents can look out for is the 
rebuilding of the veterans memorial just off Highway 27. Also, the Clewiston Drainage District is working on 
the canals and the Department of Education is repaving the roads. Sean shared other tips for city residents 
concerning hurricane safety, things to do and places to visit in the city, the duties of public works and his role 
with the department. He also mentioned the city commission meetings which happen on the 3rd Monday of 
every month. He likes to encourage residents to attend and stay involved. 
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August 20, 2015 
Issue: Highlight Diabetes Awareness 
Topic: Lions Club International  
Guest: John Wellslager and Dr. Chet Fields, (Former) Lions Club President and Nutritionist 

John, the visually impaired former Lions Club president, spoke about having diabetes and the different activities 
the Club holds. They hold events at different locations in the city where the members disseminate information 
about the Lions Clubs for recruitment purposes and also about diabetes for the purpose of education and 
prevention. Both members mentioned that they are received warmly by the community in part by event 
attendance and by their Facebook followers. Lions Club International invites people from all backgrounds to 
participate. 

August 25, 2015 
Issue: Community Relations 
Topic: Sugar Festival 
Guest: Bianca Ross, Community Relations Director, US Sugar Corporation 

Bianca spoke about her new position as Director of Community Relations and how it ties in with her experience 
as well as her goals for the community. She shared with us the plans she has for US Sugar and, specifically, the 
Sugar Festival. There are things we should be excited about, she says; some positive changes with the major 
corporation and how the residents can get involved. A LaBelle native, Bianca addressed a need for the county as 
a whole and how she looks forward to being apart of the new dynamic and encouraging others to come aboard. 

August 27, 2015 
Issue: Storm Weather Best Practices 
Topic: Water Safety 
Guest: Robert Nelton, Senior Public Relations Specialist, Palm Beach County Water Utilities Department  

Robert spoke about how to sterilize water for drinking and how to appropriately use water safely in emergency 
situations. He has managed many major storms in S. Florida and he shared many of his experiences with our 
listeners in the aftermath of the of South Florida’s most destructive storms. He described the appropriate ways 
to handle water before, during and after a storm. He also highlighted some of the major mistakes constituents 
make in being ill prepared for a storm as well as some best practices. 
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September 1, 2015 
Issue: Golisano Childrens Hospital 
Topic: Children’s Charities 
Guest: Keith Callahaghan, Senior Director of Major Gifts, Lee Memorial Health Center 

Keith spoke about the fundraising activities, the new hospital, his job title and he even discussed the 
community’s reaction to the new facility. He also included different local organizations that support the system. 
He gave listeners a detailed insight into the day-to-day behind the scenes hospital function from an 
administrative perspective. The new hospital is going to be a tremendous edition to the area: more jobs, more 
beds and more help for not just babies and toddlers, but for kids of all ages. 

September 3, 2015 
Issue: Hendry County Emergency Management 
Topic: Hurricane Preparedness 
Guest: Brian Newhouse, Director of Emergency Management, Emergency Operations Center 

Brian told us about the different elements of emergency management and how they do much more than 
hurricane preparedness. He wanted the public to realize that Hendry County Emergency Management means 
health threats, electronic threats, terrorist threats as well as weather threats. He discussed the plans for the 
community as it relates to programs, volunteering, locations and what his role is, specifically. He also went into 
detail about what happens when any emergency presents itself and how or if the information is disseminated to 
the public. 
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September 8, 2015 
Issue: New Location 
Topic: Bella Vida Grand Re-Opening 
Guest: Cameron Moss, Co-Owner, Bella Vida Day Spa 

Cameron came to re-introduce Bella Vida to our residents. She wants to invite them in to get away from the 
stresses of life without leaving town for the hour-plus commute. She gave us a history of the salon as well as 
what residents can expect in the near future. “It’s such a fun job to have but it is a lot of work!” She advertised 
raffles, gift cards and even services rendered on the spot. The grand re-opening will include tours, refreshments 
and networking. She says the spa has certainly come a long way and they still have more to come. Their goal as 
a business-owner is to keep the residents home. 

September 10, 2015 
Issue: New VA Clinic in Clewiston  
Topic: VA Outpatient Clinic Ribbon Cutting 
Guest: Dr. Joseph Pepe, Interim Health Department Administrator, Florida Department of Health 

Dr. Pepe brings information on the new outpatient clinic. “It will save veterans from the coastal commute. This 
is the only VA clinic in our immediate area. It will have accessible hours for the working class and access to 
information online, by phone and on site.” A member of the health care field, he gave us some startling statistics 
on the health and wellbeing of our county and how his organization plans to help improve them.   

September 15, 2015 
Issue: City Developments 
Topic: Public Works 
Guest: Sean Scheffler, Director of Public Works, City of Clewiston 

Sean wanted to discuss residents getting out and exploring the community, particularly, but not limited to, the 
country club and the museum. Sean says many residents, even long-time residents, just don’t give the city a 
chance. But there really are lots of things to get involved in here in Clewiston including, golfing, fishing, 
swimming, tennis and even skydiving. “The city has a lot to offer that the residents simply don't know anything 
about.” He also briefly explained how the mosquito spraying and traps work as we are entering in to mosquito 
season. 

 !   !   !   !   !   !   !  



!  
530 East Alverdez Avenue 
Clewiston, Florida 33440 

T. 863-983-5900 
F. 888-858-0995 

www.gladesmedia.com 

September 17, 2015 
Issue: Mental Health Awareness 
Topic: Behavioral Health 
Guest: LaTisha "Tish" Thomas, School Counselor, Crossroads Behavioral Health Center 

LaTisha believes that part of the problem with mental health is the unwillingness of the people to, for starters, 
admit there’s a problem. The next obstacle is to encourage those in need to actually receive help. Additionally, 
people don't take the very dangerous condition seriously; making jokes about it. One of the hardest parts is 
making the resources visible yet confidential. For these reasons, there are hotlines and online resources for 
people or family member of those that wish to seek help. For those that are receiving help, LaTisha admits that 
she sees progress in their moods, behavior and overall well-being.   

September 22, 2015 
Issue: Heart Day 
Topic: 5K walk/run 
Guest: Brenda Barnes, Disaster Preparedness/PIO, Florida Department of Health 

Brenda visited the studio to talk about World Heart Day. As an employee of Hendry County Department of 
Health, the organization is hosting a 5K walk/run to support and promote the agenda. Brenda gave us some facts 
about heart disease including prevention. There will be information on site as well as goodie bags, giveaways, 
water bottles, etc. Brenda also shared with us what her role is at the Health Department and a little about what 
they do.  
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September 24, 2015 
Issue: Changes in Education Practices 
Topic: New Principal 
Guest: Lori Duckstein and Melisa Carter, Principal and Assistant Principal, Clewiston Middle School 

Lori and her assistant principal Melissa Carter shared the new things going on at Clewiston Middle School 
academically and electively. The pair were excited about the growth of the curriculum and the direction the 
students are headed socially, academically and on an individual level. An F school, she mentioned that they are 
being evaluated by the State in December and the team is looking forward to the presentation. A lot of changes 
going on inside of the school but the school is getting a face lift as well. Mrs. Duckstein took the time to thank 
many of the community members overwhelming support in the form of palm trees, flowers, paint and other 
donations. 

September 29, 2015 
Issue: Health Record Detail 
Topic: Managing Healthcare Information 
Guest: Stan Kotei, Pharmacist, Life Solutions Outpatient Detox, Tallahassee 

Who knew the local pharmacy could be such a resource? Dr. Stan Kotei knows first hand as a registered 
pharmacist for nearly 8 years. “We love when people ask us questions,” he says of working in the retail 
pharmacy setting. “Personally, I like to help get their problems solved so that they can come back to our 
pharmacy. It’s important to show them you care.” Pharmacies have the capacity to help you sort through your 
prescriptions, medications and your health records to prevent mistakes and to make things easier for the patient 
and the doctor. 

IN-HOUSE CAMPAIGNS 

Florida Community Health Centers - Back to School Bash and Back Pack Giveaway 
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