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Fourth Quarter 2013 Quarterly Issues Report  
Covering October 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013 

 

Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication 
with community members, it was determined that among the concerns 
of the Gainesville community at large was the following issues:   

    

    Consumer Information     
    Safety        
    Ethics and Morality      
    Healthcare and Medical News    
    Education        
    Environment       
    Crime        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WNBW QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issues:   Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program: Public Affairs half hour weekly  

Airdate:   Sundays, Fourth Quarter 2013    
    October 1 through December 31, 2013 

Airtime:   6:30am and 1:30am    

 Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:  This weekly program is a locally produced 
discussion program concerning various issues in the community and 
county.  It features people from our community who are involved in 
bettering our lives and those who live here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issues:   Local Crime 

Program:   Police Beat 

Type of Program: Locally produced half hour with Police Dept. 

Airdate:   Sundays, Fourth Quarter 2013    
    October 1 through December 31, 2013 

Airtime:    5:30am and Various other time periods 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:  In cooperation with the Gainesville Police 
Department, we air this locally produced show featuring current day-
to-day problems and issues that face this local law enforcement agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

  

Issues:   Community Public Affairs 

Program:   Ilene Silverman Show 

Type of Program: Public Affairs 

Airdate:   Sundays, Fourth Quarter 2013    
      October 1 through December 31, 2013 

Air Time:   6:30am 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:  Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public affairs 
program which covers a wide array of community issues, including 
educational, crime, health, etc.  See attachment “B” for specific 4th 
quarter shows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issues:   Crime/Healthcare and Medical News/Consumer  
    Information/Education/Safety 

Program:   GTN NEWS ON NBC9 

Type of Program: Daily Half Hour News Program 

Airdate:   Monday-Friday, Fourth Quarter 2013   
    October 1 through December 31, 2013 

Air Time:   5:30pm, 6pm, 11pm 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:  See attached for details on specific topics   
    covered throughout the quarter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WNBW-TV Quarterly Issues     
  October        
  November        
           December        
      2013 

 

EDUCATION          
 10/1/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm       
 UF Bachelor Degrees online – 

The University of Florida plans to expand its educational reach even more.  
By the start of the new year-- UF will be the state's first four-year public university to offer a full 

bachelor's degree online.  
GTN's Briana Harper tells us more.  
 
 
More and more students are trading in large lecture classrooms like this for a more virtual learning 
experience.  
That's the kind of opportunity UF Online hopes to provide.  

"There's a lot of students who we anticipate will be people who for whatever reason in their life 
circumstances couldn't get the degree that they wanted and now they'll have the option to do that." 

The online bachelor's program now offers five degrees with plans to expand in the next few years.  
Beginning in January-- UF will be the first school in the state to develop a complete online degree 
program.  
A process that is an ongoing adjustment for everyone 
"Which means we'll have to be building the coursework, we'll have to bringing the faculty up to speed 

so they can do this." 
But professors at the college of education think changes for online education are for the best.  
"My strong belief is that good education is good education regardless of whether its online or face-to -
face, whether its formal or informal." 
And while UF online plans to provide accessibility and affordability with a 75-percent tuition cut for in-
state students-- there is still one important thing to keep in mind.  

"Students need to come prepared for an online class-- not prepared in the sense of understanding the 
content or subject matter, but prepared in the sense of taking this additional responsibility for their 

own learning.  
A new form of learning that will set the stage for other full online degree 

 



 

programs to come.  
The application deadline to enroll in UF Online is November 1st. 

 

10/21/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

PACE Center for Girls - Gainesville's PACE Center for Girls held a luncheon today to raise 

money and awareness about what they do for young women.  

   PACEis a voluntary alternative school for teen girls who benefit from bi-weekly counseling and small 
class sizes.  
   The students each have three out of five risk factors for possibly entering the juvenile justice 
system. They range from having problems in school to being sexually or physically abused.  

   Executive Director, Kathy Southwick, says the girls all have different reasons for choosing PACE. 

  "It's not one thing for all of them. A lot of home life. A lot of single parents, sometimes not even a 
single parent... grandparents raising them. Challenges at home - domestic violence. Sometimes 
they're just girls who got involved in the wrong crowd and were rebellious. Sometimes girls are bullied 
and don't want to go to school anymore." 

   The school aims to help girls succeed by believing in them.  
   16 year old Quinetta Martin says she wants to graduate from high school early and she couldn't 
excel in public school 

   "I figured that if regular school couldn't help me because there was a lot of kids in the classroom 
and I could barely while I'm doing my work... I figured that PACE could help me because there are 
less girls in the classrooms." 
   40 girls total spread through five different classrooms.  
    At today's luncheon more than five hundred people were in attendance to support what the PACE 
program is doing.  
   Quinetta is grateful she gets to benefit from the school. 

   "I like it, I like it." 
    There are 18 PACE Centers for Girls in Florida. 

 

 

10/22/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Life Skills through Education - Students at one local high school are getting their 

hands dirty while developing life skills.  

For two to three hours every school day, you will find five Buchholz High School students meticulously 

tending this garden at Cymplify Central. They are part of a Community Based Vocational Education 
Program which helps special-needs students develop real-life work experience. 

 

BHS Junior, Morgan Crocker, says, "It helps you learn more than staying in a classroom because you 



cannot examine a flower from a piece of paper-- you don't know what it looks like, the whole thing, or 
how round it is or whatever and you don't know... you probably don't know the color but you don't 
know everything else." 

 
Owner of Cymplify Fresh, Brad Brooks says, "It teaches them real life skills, working together, teaches 
them how to grow things-- which is fantastic. Watching them from the first day they got here til 
now...just seeing them grow... it's amazing."  

Cymplify Central is a locally owned business cooperative which will soon add a cafe to its list of 

services. That's where the Buchholz students come in. 
 
The site of Cymplify Fresh Sandwich Shop is still under construction. Owners say once it's operational, 

they will purchase fresh ingredients from Buchholz High School students. They say this way, students 
not only learn the gardening skills, but the business end as well. 

 

Brad Brooks says Cymplify Fresh will use as much locally grown produce as possible, especially those 
grown by BHS right outside the cafe's front door. "I think that's going to be really rewarding for 
everybody involved. Just to be able to see something start from a seed and then get to a finished 
product and then turn into something they can eat is amazing. I think it's going to be really exciting 
for everybody once that gets here." 

Cymplify Fresh will host a food truck rally to raise money for Buchholz High's Program on November 
1st. The cafe is scheduled to open November 15th.  

 

11/12/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

 Superintendent search - The Alachua County School Board wants your help in the 

superintendent search. The board's spokesperson, Jackie Johnson, says they want to know what "core 
characteristics" you want them to look for - even if you're not a parent. 

   "The leader of the school system is really an important position for everybody in Alachua County. 
Positive public schools, good quality public schools, are the foundation of any successful community. 
So everyone has a stake in making sure that we have a good quality school system, which means 

everyone has a stake in selecting a high quality leader of that school system." 
   Hidden Oak Elementary Principal, Ron Knowles, says he wants a superintendent who will listen to 
each school. 
   "Someone who can walk in and have that ability to work with the community first and foremost and 
also working with schools individually and looking to get to know the needs of each school because 

we're all very different." 

      Johnson says their goal is to have the new superintendent by July first.  This is the last forum and 
it will last until 8:30, but if you can't make it you can still fill out an online survey tonight. We have 
that link on our facebook page. 

 

11/19/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 



The Three “R”’s -From the three R's to Common Core. Florida is going back to basics with its 

curriculum, but implementing it won't be easy. Today the State Board of Education looked at how to 
do just that. 

    Florida's Common Core timeline says the new standards are to be fully in place and assessed by the 
next school year. But educators and board members say they disagree whether that timeline is 
feasible.  

   Common Core is a set of standards in math and english that students from pre-k to 12th grade 

should master.  
   Because the standards are new, Florida teachers are currently being trained on how to implement 
them.  

   Volusia Superintendent, Dr. Margaret smith, spoke to the Board of Education on behalf of all Florida 
Superintendents.  
   She says while they strongly support Common Core standards,  they have many concerns about the 
board's timeline.  

   She says Florida teachers are under a tremendous amount of stress because they are expected to 
teach the new standards while they are still being trained on them.  
   Smith says it's unrealistic to expect them to have full and quality implementation of the standards 
by the next school year, let alone be tested on them that spring.  

 
   "Superintendents know that we cannot meet the demands of the accountability timeline. Therefore 
we are respectfully requesting the state board to pause the implementation timeline and allow for a 
transitional period of three years." 

    Smith says Florida teachers need those three years. 

   "They just want the time to be able to be trained so that they can deliver the curriculum in a way 
that students will achieve and will grow academically." 
   Board of Education Commissioner, Pam Stewart, says they still want to keep the timeline with the 
expectation that scores will initially be low. 
  "Anytime you raise the bar you're going to expect there to be a dip. You can look at that historically 
in Florida and then after there has been a dip then we do respond and our students perform much 

better." 
   Governor Scott mandated three public forums to talk about Common Core and the board how has 
over 19,000 comments to go through.  
   Board members say they should have those comments categorized and summarized by January 

 

11/19/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Split grade-school classrooms - Florida lawmakers are hoping to split grade-school 

classrooms across gender lines. GTN's Briana Harper tells us more about the educational pros and 
cons being considered in this proposal.  

These young boys and girls interact with each on the daily basis-- but in the classroom some Florida 
lawmakers think separate is best.  
There are as many as 500 gender-separate classrooms across the nation.  
And some Florida school districts could be following this trend.  

State representative Manny Diaz thinks separating girls and boys in core-subject classes is a beneficial 
change.  

"When it comes to academics early on, the boys take a little longer to mature and we know that that 
happens with human growth and development and so they tend to be in some classrooms believe it or 



not more intimated when the girls are more advanced. So the gender-specific classroom allows 
socially for there to be less distractions and therefore more concentration on the subject matter and 
learning." 

 
The bill is not a mandate but simply a voluntary change on the school by school basis.  
But some parents say boys and girls classroom interaction is essential for a complete education.  

"Having them associated with each other is a good thing and that way they can learn from each other 
and learn the differences and the similarities and that's how they can progress better." 
"I would just be concerned that they wouldn't be necessarily learning some of the things we see as 
gender stereotypes in our society." 

For now-- pilot projects have been launched in five school districts across the state to evaluate just 

how effective single-sex classrooms can be.  
"We want to compare all the data not just academic data but behavior data cause that ultimately 
affects the academics in the classroom." 
If representative Diaz's bill is approved by legislators in the spring-- the bill won’t take effect until July 
2014. 

 

12/4/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Teacher Evaluations - The State Department of Education just release preliminary teacher 

evaluations, but school districts are saying they aren't reflective of the teachers. Almost all of Alachua 
County's teachers were rated "effective" or "highly effective" but the district doesn't appreciate the 
high scores. 

   We talked to several people in the Alachua County School District who all said the stats sound good, 
but they aren't really relevant or accurate; they say that's for a couple of reasons. Each school district 
got to choose how to evaluate its teachers so the scores vary widely from district to district. Plus half 
of every teachers score is based on the FCAT and that's even for teachers who don't teach FCAT 
subjects. 

   The Alachua County Schools spokesperson, Jackie Johnson, says 50% if each evaluation is based on 
what's called a VAM score. That's the range between what the state thinks each student should score 
on the FCAT and what they actually score. She says that number shouldn't apply to all teachers. 

    "The vast majority of our teachers - somewhere in the neighborhood of 75% - are being evaluated 
based on subjects they don't teach or students they don't teach or both. That's a major problem 
because VAM is based on the F-CAT and the F-CAT is only given in certain grades and in certain 
subjects." 

    But schools like Irby Elementary don't take the FCAT, so it pulls FCAT scores from another school to 

fill in the blank. Principal Valde Fortner says her teachers were evaluated based on test scores of 
students they never taught. 

    "I can understand why they would say, you know, 'Please, evaluate me on the students that are on 
my roster, that I instruct'. And that would be a bit more valid and easier to stomach - easier to accept 
- because it's based on your performance, not someone else's performance." 

    Officials told us one Irby Elementary teacher, as well as several others throughout Florida, are 
actually in the process of suing the state for evaluating them this way. 



 

 

12/12/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

"The teachers need to focus more on the students," said a Hawthorne high school graduate.  

And the Alachua county school board agrees.  

Hawthorne high school is getting help to remedy its increasing dropout rate.  

"Hawthorne qualifies for title one," said assistant superintendent Karen Clarke.  

That means the high school is growing.  

"We have a full time reading coach at Hawthorne, which we don't have at any other of our secondary 
schools. So, there's a reading coach on site five days a week at that particular school to work with 
teachers, to coach teachers to model lessons, to look at student reading data. In addition, there's also 
a data coach at the school. That really on focuses on looking at the student data, looking at trend data 
for the school, looking at individual, student data, conferencing with the teachers with that information 
about each of their students, and then ways to address those deficits in the student achievement."  

Overall, the news is better for the six other high schools in Alachua county.  

The graduation rate is up four percent this year.  

That's from 78 to 82%. 

12/18/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

  There is a pending measure that would require people to have guns in their homes. Marion County 
officials will consider this at tomorrow's commission meeting. 

   It's known as "the law heard 'round the world". A small town in Georgia got international attention 
in the 80's from an ordinance that required all homes to have a gun. Now one group is asking 
commissioners for the same law in Marion County.  

    One Marion County resident thinks requiring everyone to have a gun in their home will make 
weapons too readily available for crime. 
   "There could be more school shootings there could be shootings in the streets, there could be 
shootings everywhere." 

    But the local pro-gun advocates from the Marion County Campaign for Liberty say they are 
modeling the gun law proposal after Kennesaw, Georgia. It passed an ordinance in the 80s requiring a 
firearm in every home and they say that made the crime rate drop 89%.  
   The man who wrote Kennesaw's gun law, Fred Bentley Sr., says it did exactly what he had intended 
it to. 

   "It has been very successful. It has reduced the crime rate considerably. 
 I think it's an excellent idea. It certainly worked here."   

     The Campaign for Liberty group will present its proposal at tomorrow morning's Marion County 
Commission meeting, followed by public discussion. 



 

 

 

 

HEALTH AND MEDICAL NEWS 

10/1/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Affordable Care Act - At the center of what led to the shutdown, the Affordable Care Act... 

A big part of it kicked in today.  
 

The "insurance marketplaces" are now open.  
 
"Even though the government shut down last night, the health insurance exchange still opened today. 
We talked to the experts and found the five things you need to know about Obamacare." 
First: today through December 15th is a shopping period; your actual coverage would begin January 

first. The online marketplace was supposed to open this morning so you could to look into different 
plans, however, it has been shut down all day due to "technical glitches".  

The second thing you need to know is if you don't have health insurance by March 31st, you will pay a 
$95 penalty to the IRS, or 1% of your annual income, whichever is greater.  
That will increase to a $695 fine or 2.5% of your income in two years.  
Third, through the healthcare marketplace you will have four different packages for most everyone to 
choose from, and a more limited plan for people under 30.  
A Navigator is a person in your area who can help you choose which package is right for you.  
Lauren Pollock is a Navigator Coordinator for the North Central Florida area. She says the plans vary 

by price.  
"The differences in prices are lower premium...higher out of pocket.. To higher premium lower out of 
pocket." 
The fourth thing to note is that all new health insurance policies have to cover ten essential benefits 
including preventative care, hospitalizations, ER visits and prescriptions.  

The final thing is for you to contact your employer to see if your company will be switching to a new 

plan, and also your doctors to see what plans they are on.  
We talked to Congressman Ted Yoho who says if you choose to enroll in federal healthcare with a 
Navigator once the system is running, there are questions you should ask before signing up.  
"Ask them if they're trained in an insurance agency, ask them if they're bonded, ask them if they're 
insured, ask them if they carry errors and omission insurance. And then ask them how much the 
government is paying them to sign people up." 
"While no one knows when the technical glitches will be solved, both sides agree that in the meantime 
you should be exploring all of your options." 

10/2/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Stop Children’s Cancer - If you think you've noticed a pink Gainesville Police car driving 

around town – your eyes are not fooling you. The Gainesville Police Department has partnered with 
Stop Children's Cancer of Gainesville to help raise awareness and funds to help find a cure for cancer 
– specifically children's cancer.  



GPD Officer Amanda Cummings had the original idea to decal GPD cars in pink lettering. "We wanted 
to make a powerful statement" Cummings said. "We brought the idea to Chief Jones and he loved it. 
It's a very visible way for GPD to show our commitment to an issue that affects us all. Each of us 
knows at least one person affected by cancer."  

GPD Spokesman Ben Tobias said that the idea is not about just making a few pink cars. "We hope that 
when the public sees one of these cars, they get motivated to help." Tobias said. "Stop Children's 

Cancer is a local agency, and funds raised during this campaign will be split between them and the 
American Cancer Society. These funds will stay local and help our neighbors. So many Gainesville 
residents are affected by cancer and it's important that we help our own.  

GPD currently has one car driving on patrol with the pink graphics, but Stop Children's Cancer has 
sponsored a total of four vehicles. Signs by Tomorrow is providing the graphics services at a discount 

so as much of the funds as possible raised during this campaign will go to cancer research. GPD is also 
encouraging local citizens and businesses to donate. No tax dollars have been used for this campaign.  

Additional GPD vehicles may undergo the pink makeover in the future. If you are interested in possibly 
sponsoring a pink vehicle, please email Officer Cummings at cummingsal@cityofgainesville.org. Please 
also visit stopchildrenscancer.org to learn more about how to donate.  

 

10/3/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

HIV Vaccine - Scientists at UF are one step closer to finding a vaccine for HIV. Hailey Holloway 

has more on which animal could help the disease. 

Cats could be the answer to HIV. 

Janet Yamamoto is a professor at the UF College of Veterinary Medicine and has been working with 
HIV since 1984. She says blood cells from HIV-infected humans show an immune response a cat AIDS 
virus protein. This link could lead scientists to developing a human AIDS vaccine. 

"We were interested since we were able to make cat AIDS vaccine, cat AIDS virus vaccine, we thought 
we should be able to use a similar strategy and make it against HIV. We were surprised that it crossed 
so much between cat AIDS virus and human AIDS." 

Yamamoto says there are proteins in the cat AIDS virus that can stimulate cells to attack HIV in 
humans. Mark Tatro has been living with HIV for 27 years, he says a vaccine could change lives. 

"Living with HIV was a journey. Originally it was just trying to survive and now people are thriving and 
now there's hope that one day there will be a cure." 

 

"Dr. Yamamoto says she projects the HIV vaccine will be developed for humans in the next 5-7 years." 

 

11/21/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 



 

The most common drugs prescribed to children these days are for attention deficit disorder. But some 
say combining these with other stimulants is a cause for concern.  

In our big story this half-hour GTN's Briana Harper looks into research to help identify harmful 
combinations - to keep kids safe.  

Forty percent of children with ADHD also have anxiety disorders.  
And with this combination of mental health conditions comes multiple drug treatments.  
UF pharmacy professor Almut Winterstein's research is looking into whether this poly-pharmacy trend 
could be good or bad.  

"There is very little evidence about the safety of these medications as well as the advocacy for that 
matter and we felt it's a good way to move forward and start to see what kind of combinations are 
used more frequently, what is the underlying evidence if they are used together does this really work." 

Initial studies show children prescribed psychotropic drugs at an earlier age are more prone to 
multiple mental drug treatments in the future.  
But one family psychiatrist says more drugs isn't always bad.  
"Sometime some medications can have much more activity on the brain than maybe two or three 
medications that are being prescribed in combination." 

Dr. Winterstein's research includes data from nearly 30 states across the country including Florida.  
She says this allows for broader comparisons of psychotropic drug treatments in a variety of children.  

The study not only focuses on the number of mental drugs used-- but foreseeing the effects of a bad 
combination.  
"Calls up physicians and brings to their attention that sometime there may be some combinations that 
really don't make sense." 

In addition to ADHD treatments the study will also focus on many other disorders to identify where the 
biggest risks lie.  
 

11/25/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

It's the most wonderful time of the year.  
At least this seems to be the case for most people feeling the holiday spirit.  

But for many others the holidays can bring more gloom than cheer. 
GTN's Briana Harper takes a look at holiday depression and what mental experts say are the best 
ways to cope. 
 

'Tis the season to be jolly-- but these constant holiday reminders can sometimes make this time of 
year less cheerful and instead more stressful and sad.  
Dr. Richard Holbert, Director of University of Florida Psychiatry says the holiday's focus on family could 
be the cause of a more somber season.  

 

"Conflicts within the family, they can be away from their families at the holiday time-- so as the 

holidays come up that often bring families together that can precipitate or worsen the depression."  
Holbert notes this condition-- commonly called "holiday blues"-- has been known for years.  
But more recently awareness has grown.  



And with more awareness comes more support.  
"It's late at night, it's Christmas day or Thanksgiving day we particularly want students to call, get 
support, to reach out, to not isolate." 
 

"We provide what we call supportive therapy to be there with them, talk about things and help them 
through that time period." 
Statistics show 7 out of 10 people experience some form of holiday depression.  

And whatever the cause may be-- family, weather, or money woes-- mental health experts say there 
is one very important thing to remember.  
"We are here to help." 

12/6/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Failed kidney transplants could soon become a thing of the past.  
And transforming pig organs could be the key.  

In our big story this half-hour GTN's Briana Harper tells us how UF researchers are hoping to grow the 
ideal kidney for patients in need.  

More than 100-thousand people in the United States are awaiting kidney transplants.  
Now UF researchers are developing what they hope is the perfect solution--beginning with a pig 
kidney.  
"A larger more producible organ and then put human progenitor cells in so that they can start growing 
in and reshaping."  

Researchers originally tested this successful idea between mice and rats.  
Now they hope to provide similar benefits to kidney failure patients.  
"The really great potential is you get the person's own cells so you don't have to take rejection 
medicine if and when this eventually works." 

These pig kidneys are in the process of having the living pig cells removed -- but leaving the tissue 

protein in tact.  
Once all these cells are removed the kidney is placed in this bio reactor developed by the Ross lab 
here at UF. 
Injecting patient specific cells is the next step in developing the ideal transplantable kidney.  

"Maintain the sterility in order to culture for long periods of time-- that's a big challenge to do that-- 
but I think that we're very close to having that mastered.  

Gatorade is funding the two year study with a 75-thousand dollar grant.  
"This is where medicine is going--regenerative medicine and tissue engineering and the collaboration 
is possible at UF because people can communicate so easily so this is where it's going to happen.  
 
Researchers say that if all goes well-- patients could begin using the redeveloped pig kidneys for 
transplants in the next five to 10 years.  

12/11/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

  One Florida teenager goes from almost dying in the emergency room from heart failure to becoming 
a medical marvel. 

   "There was no question she was dying. All of her organs had shut down. She was really in dire 
straits."  



   "We got here in the nick of time. When I came around the only thing I knew was I saw  this big blue 
machine and the cords hooked up. I'm like, "What's going on?" and then I saw the date. And I went to 
ask my momma. I said, "Momma, what happened? Where are we at?" and then that's when she 
explained everything to me."  

   16-year-old Lexi Henderson found out she had been unconscious in the hospital for a month. Her 
body was rejecting a transplanted heart she received back in 2006. 
   "That's when we made the decision that the best chance for her to survive was to use the SynCardia 
total artificial heart. Where she could have support for both ventricles, all of her organs could recover, 
she could rehabilitate, and then we could wait for a new heart."  
   "Lexi had an artificial heart just like this one implanted back in June and since then she's been 
hooked up to this big machine which pumps blood to the artificial heart. Now Lexi's heart is hooked up 

to a portable pump, which means after 7 months, Lexi will finally get to leave the hospital."  
   Lexi's mom, Laurette Ash, says they have always had faith Lexi would be ok. 

   "The 23rd Psalm: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. I just feel like he's our shepherd, and I 
just feel like we're really going through this for a reason - I don't know what the reason is yet. But 
from where I'm standing it's fine because she's going to be ok. She's come a mighty long way." 
   "She's doing amazingly well. She's sort of zipping around the hospital. If you didn't see the device 

next to her and the tubes coming out of her body, you would think she was completely normal. You 
would have no idea she was being supported by a total artificial heart." 
   "I feel blessed and grateful for life again." 
   "Now our prayers is, Lord, send us a heart soon. A perfect heart, yes, a perfect healthy heart."  
   Lexi is the youngest patient in the world to receive the portable pump for her SynCardia heart and 
UF Health Shands is the first in Florida to implant the temporary total artificial heart. 

 

12/11/13 5:30, 6 & 11PM 

There are more than 100 thousand patients worldwide with some form of brain implant.  
New medical technology looks to make life a little easier for them, using a cell phone app to easily 
monitor their brain device.  

13-year old Austin Streitmatter battles with dystonia-- a neurological disorder that hinders everyday 
muscle control and body movement.  
But thanks to a implanted brain stimulator he has been able to slowly overcome the disorder.  
"He's able to jump, he's able to play, interact and act like a "normal"-- you know in quotes-- 13 year 
old child." 

UF Neurology researcher Dr. Michael Okun hopes to make his life even better than normal.  

"It's really important for us to be able to put a tool in the hands of the patient and the hands of the 
clinicians so they can estimate how long their batteries are going to last and get replacements." 

Okun says the app's purpose is to prevent a patient from experiencing rebound tremors and other 
crippling symptoms once the brain stimulator's battery life comes to an end.  

And for brain implant patients like Austin a small app makes a big difference. 

"When he picked up that phone and could put some basic information into that app and you could see 
piece of mind come over this child where he felt like he had control of his wellness and it was right 
there at his fingertips." 

The app is now available for both the iPhone and Android.  

"It's another example of personalized medicine and personalized care--so we make people bionic and 
we're able to tell them how long their batteries going to last.  



 

CONSUMER INFORMATION 

10/1/13 5:30, 6 & 11 

For some of those living in Turkey Creek..lawn mowers and weed whackers don't even compare to the 
roaring biomass plant keeping them up at night...for over five weeks now. 
   "They don't know what to do..no one knows what to do as far as giving us relief for our 
problems...and right now we're pretty desperate we are very very frustrated as to over five weeks of 

putting up with not being able to live in our own bedrooms." 
Calls to Gainesville and City of Alachua officials...all the way up to GREC administrators in 
Boston...have all proven to be unsuccessful.  
   And Noegel says...he's at his wit's end. 
   "I feel like I'm out in a pond drowning and everybody realizes hey...he's drowning..but no one 
throws me a life vest..." 
   Even neighbors who live a mile away from the plant say they're looking forward to a pretty horrible 

Halloween. 
   "We've been tricked. They lied to us about not knowing they were there about you wouldn't be able 
to hear it above the road noise of 441..and our treat this Halloween will be the horrible noise we have 
to live with every day and every night." 
    And although those at GREC have tried comforting Turkey Creek residents for the past five weeks 
with plans to address their concerns...they are losing as much hope as they are sleep. 

      "I would hate that it would come to a class action suit against Gainesville and GREC...and the 

GRU...but it could come to that and it would be a sad day." 
 But that day..is today for Noegel who spent the day on the phone with attorney's to do...just that. 
   "I'm asking for my rights to be restored  to what they were before all this nightmare started...I don't 
think that's too much to ask." 
   And until then...he'll continue to fight for peace of mind and a good nights sleep. 

 

10/3/13 5:30, 6 & 11 

 Environment - The city of Gainesville can expect expansion and improvement to its roadways.  
At today's city council meeting -- commissioners approved the bid to expand southwest 16th avenue.  
GTN's Briana Harper tells us how these changes will affect traffic and nearby businesses.  

Popular roadways like this serve as an important route for Gainesville residents on the daily basis.  
But more traffic can often cause more problems.  
Mayor Ed Braddy thinks the city has found the start to a solution.  
"Making things better for all people who have to move in and around that area is important to the 

city--its very important to the university." 
Today city commissioners approved an over two- million dollar bid to fund roadway improvements.  
This includes widening southwest 16th avenue-- a major route within the city.  
"We as well as the University of Florida see that area as a growth area with a lot of activity sort of the 
hub of our healthcare in this area."  
But while benefiting hospital functions-- these roadways changes can also help businesses along 16th 
ave.  

Businesses like Oaks Pawn Shop.  
"I think any expansion in an area where you have multiple businesses, multiple apartment complexes, 
multiple residents-- always will increase the traffic flow and decrease congestion." 
In addition to expansion the bid will also improve road markings and resurfacing and create better 
light signals off of southwest 13th street.  



A complete project that will make all the difference.  
"It should be a smooth transition I hope that will benefit everyone in the long run." 
Brian Harper, GTN news.  
 
City commissioners say no date has been set for when road construction will begin.  

 

10/5/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Fire Safety - Local firefighters are praising a new fire safety campaign for kids. 

The National Fire Protection Association is releasing an iTunes application, an eBook and a website. 

Firefighters stress having functioning smoke detectors and an escape route in case of a fire. 

"We certainly hope so. We're excited about the new technology. I have a 4-year-old and a 2-year-old 
and they both use the iPhones and iPads all the time. So, different education apps are coming out," 
says ACFR district chief Jamie Clifford. 

The app is available on Google Play and iTunes. 

 

10/9/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Alachua County Commissioners continue addressing noise complaints surrounding the GREC biomass 
plant.  
But Gainesville Police say the biomass noise and the reach of their jurisdiction both have a limit.  

That's our big story this evening.  
GTN's Briana Harper joins us live in the studio with more.  
Briana? 

After responding to a number of noise complaints -- and testing sound levels throughout Turkey Creek 

-- the Gainesville Police Department released a statement today.  
It says quote "officers report hearing audible sound but it did not violate the city's noise ordinance." 
Now Turkey Creek residents are left wondering what the next step might be.  

One topic on the list of discussion points at today's county commissioners meeting-- noise.  
"When the GREC does something at their power plant I think a 747 is taking off in my back yard." 
That's the comparison some Turkey Creek residents are making about sounds coming from the 

biomass plant.  
But these complaints may no longer be enough.  
Gainesville police say they will stop noise testing around the biomass plant -- since they can't do 
anything about it.  
"While the source of the noise may be within the city limits of Gainesville we have no enforcement 
powers if the noise 'lands' somewhere outside of there."  

when previous noise test were conducted -- the sound still wasn't enough to violate city ordinance.  

But Turkey Creek residents think differently.  
"The problem is spot checks don't prove a thing. In the application that GREC prepared-- ECT does 24-
hr monitoring and that's where you get the peaks and the lows."  
For now county commissioners unanimously voted to protect its citizens from the biomass noise 



pollution.  
And residents think at this point enforcement is key.  
"I think going forward the city needs to enforce its noise ordinance and we've got to continue applying 
pressure on the city manager and the city commission of Gainesville to compel GPD to enforce its own 

laws." 
Laws that aim to make the situation better for all those involved.  
 
Gainesville police also say the noise pollution issue has become a collaborative effort between Alachua 
County law enforcement and the GREC biomass -- in order to reach some resolution.  

 

10/15/13 5:30, 6 & 11pm 

WCA, Gainesville's waste management company, invested $20 million in more than fifty CNG garbage 
trucks for Alachua County.  

With the help of a national CNG contractor, TruStar Energy,  it opened Gainesville's first CNG station 
today. But what exactly is CNG?  

Jeffry Swertfeger from TruStar Energy says it's similar to the gas you use at home. 

"Compressed natural gas is the same gas that runs your stove, the same gas that runs your furnace 
at home... all we've done is we basically hook a compressor to the front end of it to compress it down 
to put it into a tank." 

Compressed natural gas is half the price of diesel, produces between forty and sixty percent fewer 
emissions, and it reduces dependency on foreign oil because it is domestically produced. 

Bob Shires, the regional vice president of WCA says the entire operation is local. 

"We take the natural gas that GRU (Gainesville Regional Utilities) provides, and we use this equipment 

here to compress it and then they fuel it overnight. It's a slow fill system where the trucks park at 
night, the plug into the hose, and then over the course of six hours the tanks on these trucks are filled 
and they're ready to go out the next morning." 

"Not only is CNG more cost effective and better for the environment, but WCA experts say these 
trucks will make much less noise than the old ones." 

10/23/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

   Governor Scott announces thirty five new jobs in Gainesville. 160over90 is a branding company 
that's expanding to downtown bringing jobs and a $500,000 capital investment. The company 
partnered with UF to help re brand the university. And UF president, Dr. Bernie Machen, says it 
decided to move to Florida because of Gainesville's creativity. 

   "Coming to north Florida like this says a lot of good things about the environment of our state. 
When they can come here when they can go anywhere in the country because of the creativity and 
the opportunity says a lot about what's going on in the state of Florida today." 
 "This is where Copeland Sausage used to be - a business Mayor Coerper says was the only company 

when he moved to Alachua several decades ago. Today Governor Scott announced a new 
manufacturing facility that will be built right here and it is bringing 150 new jobs to Alachua." 



   GOVERNOR SCOTT IS MORE THAN HALFWAY TO HIS GOLA OF 700,000 JOBS BY 2017 AND HE SAYS 
THE NEW JOBS THEY ANNOUNCED TODAY ARE PROMISING. 

   "Look at today, look at nanotherapeutics, 160 over 90, these are great jobs. You know they are well 
paying jobs and they are careers for people and they can be here as long as they want." 

11/4/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Alachua County's new Smart 911 service is giving people the option to plan ahead - in case of an 
emergency. GTN's Briana Harper joins us live with more on how safety profiles can save lives in 
seconds.  

Alachua County now joins 10 other Florida counties that currently use the Smart 911 service.  
This new technology assigns important information to registered 911 callers helping first responders 
respond more quickly and more aware.  
 

The Alachua County Communications Center is the central source where the area's emergency 911 
calls are received.  
Now with the new Smart 911 service-- important caller information can automatically be attached to 
these calls.  
It's all done through a safety profile that includes info about the caller and the household.  

"Instead of relaying that by voice over the phone that information you can put in that safety profile is 
presented here in the 911 center." 
An improved step that can save seconds and save lives in a crisis--and just as important all your 

information will remain protected.  
"It's safe, secure we can not search it-- it's only available when you present it to us." 
Residents are able to register land line numbers as well as cell phones through this free service.  
And the information given can be edited at any time.  

"It's just got win-win written all over it, and I'm just enthused and the product and it definitely came 
from a need and identifying a need for an alert system for college and university students, grew to the 
deaf population and now it's rolling out to the general population." 
Emergency responders say the Smart 911 service can be useful for dementia patients, identifying child 
abductions, and simply helping those flustered in an emergency.  

"Looking at the product and seeing the benefits from it-- it's substantial. I think it is a leap forward in 
9-1-1 services." 
 

Smart 911 operators say the goal is to have the entire country using the service so information can be 
accessed in any emergency nationwide.  
For more information on how you can create your very own safety profile -- visit GTN's Facebook 
page.  

11/18/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

It's been years of waiting--but today, cleanup begins at the Cabot-Koppers Superfund site. This joint 
effort between the city, county, and Beazer East Incorporated focuses on a mission to remove and 
repair the damage.  

The launch of this pilot project begins in the Stephen Foster neighborhood and will eventually expand 

to surrounding neighborhoods along the east 6th street block.  

This is the first step in a clean-up mission that some say is long overdue.  
A lot of machinery and movement could be found today on the boundary of the former Cabot-Koppers 
Superfund site.  



A source of contamination many residents wish they could have avoided.  
"I would have never rented the place had I known that was Koppers on the other side of the fence." 

But the city is looking to make amends through a full site clean-up involving soil removal and 
replacement.  
The plan is to remove one foot of contaminated soil and replace it with new landscape.  
"Looking at the plan that's going to be done here on this property, the property is going to be much 

improved and I think both the homeowners and the environment are going to be benefiting from this 
and the entire neighborhood." 

 
Beazer East--the company responsible for the contamination-- has spent several years negotiating 
with property owners to find the best clean-up resolution.  

An extensive process that is finally underway.  
"It's about time. This has been going on since 1977/1978. Its's been going on a long time and it's 
good that they're finally doing something I just hope it works." 
The clean-up project will begin at this model home where helpful trial and error information can later 

be used to improve the remediation process as it continues across other properties.  
 
Following the pilot project-- the city plans to begin the major remedial landscape work in other areas 
by the first of the year.  

11/20/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Today the Florida cabinet gave the city of Gainesville the okay to buy the old Gainesville correctional 
institution -- and turn it into a place that helps the homeless.  

Gainesville has had its sights set on the former correctional institution and now the wait is over.  

"We plan to transform the former Gainesville Correctional Institution into a community asset for job 
training, entrepreneurship and empowerment with a focus on homeless empowerment," said 
commissioner Randy Wells.  

This comes after about eight years of efforts.  

Even though this new facility will be centered around helping the homeless, Wells is inviting everyone 
to use it.  

"We want the facility to be like a neighborhood -- community village -- not an isolation setting."  

Both the city of Gainesville and Alachua county have already committed $300,000 to the project.  

It's unclear how much it'll cost to get it started and keep it running.  

Wells wants the site to be like a hand-up instead of a hand-out.  

"We do very much expect that those who will be receiving services at this site will be involves in 
helping operate the site as well," said Wells.  

They're also hoping members of the community will want to pitch in.  

"We will be counting on, and we know we can count on, community businesses, instutitions, agencies, 
and businesses to be stepping forward to a be a part of that," said Wells.  



The old prison is on northeast 39th avenue.  

The one stop homeless center will also offer services like child care, meals and housing.  

11/20/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Research - The University of Florida's first space satellite is officially in orbit. Better know as 
SwampSat - it's on a info-gathering mission.  
In our big story this half-hour - GTN's Briana Harper tell us what new discoveries this satellite could 
make.  

After four years of planning UF researchers are celebrating the launch of SwampSat-- UF's first 
picosatellite.  
"At this point in time, we're pretty darn pleased. It's taken a while to get here but we are here and 
we're ready." 

The satellite is a 4-inch cube that will test stabilizing flight attitude while in space. And is the first of its 
kind.  
"Currently a satellite of this size isn't able to do what we call rapid re-target and precision point which 
is actually change the orientation of the satellite and point in a particular direction." 

The data collected from the satellite will later be used to further future UF space research.  

"The University of Florida is poised in a great position with the innovation square, with the innovation 
hub to be able to partner and find actual applications for this type of technology."  

12/3/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Starting today, the Collegiate Veterans Success Center at the University of Florida is a host site for a 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs program to better serve veterans now in college. 

Counselors in the VetSuccess on Campus, or VSOC, Program help ease veterans' transition to student 

life and assist them in achieving their educational and career goals through the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs' Post-9/11 GI Bill and other education benefit programs. 

Charlotte Kemper, UF's VSOC counselor, will be working each week at the Collegiate Veterans Success 
Center in Yon Hall Room 415 from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays and 8 to 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays.  Kemper will provide the following assistance for student veterans at UF: 

 

 Information on VA educational benefits 

 Understanding and applying for Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment (Chapter 31) 

 Vocational exploration and career counseling services (Chapter 36) 

 Information on college credit for military experience and training 

 Information on applying for other VA benefits to include disability compensation, life insurance 
and home loan guaranty 

 Assistance with electing healthcare benefits through the Veterans Health Administration 

 Information and referrals for VA medical and mental health services   

 Referrals to the local Vet Center for readjustment counseling services 

 Referrals to on-campus, community, and VA resources to ensure academic success 

 Guidance and support while using VA educational benefits 

 Employment information and assistance 

 Student Veteran peer mentoring and tutoring services 



 

For more information about the program, watch the YouTube video at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdDWdgClSPY. 

The Collegiate Veterans Success Center opened in April 2013 to serve student veterans at UF by 
providing a designated location on campus for them to study, meet with on- and off-campus 
resources, and to spend time with and support each other in a fun and relaxing space. 

For additional information about the center, contact Anthony DeSantis, associate dean of students, 
352-392-0895, or anthonyd@dso.ufl.edu. 

12/9/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Florida has a reputation of struggling with elections. One study is breaking down those problems 
county-by-county. It looked at nine factors- including overall performance, voter turnout, and rejected 
absentee ballots. GTN's Mayci McLeod joins us live in the newsroom with a closer look at Alachua 
County's results.  

The 2012 Election Analysis compares 40 Florida counties and Alachua ranks 4th worst. Alachua County 
election officials say the study doesn't consider one important factor.  

  
Will Boyett, Chief Deputy Supervisor of Elections, says, "It doesn't look like their method for analysis 

tried to make any sort of effort to distinguish differences between any county's compositions. And 

they base their ranking entirely on some numbers they selected which don't tell the whole story about 
Florida's election process." 

He says what led to Alachua County's poor results was college students. Specifically the high rate of 
provisional ballots and the rate of inactive voters removed from voting lists once they graduate and 
move away.  

 
Boyett says, "And so the process in Florida is that after a while we realize they're no longer active, we 
do a notification and remove them from our voter list. And so all of those students leaving when they 
graduate and going onto their careers cause us to have a lot more bodies to remove from our list than 
other counties with a more stable population."  

 
The Center for American Progress says the study is fair and should be used within each county  as a 
learning tool.  

Josh Field, Deputy Director of Legal Process, says, "We do think it's fair because what we did in our 
analysis was we compared each county to the average in the state so if one county is performing more 
poorly than others we think it's important for people to start asking the questions why. We're not 

assigning right or wrong here. We are simply using these numbers to show what counties perform 
differently compared to the state average." 

Alachua County elections officials plan to use this study to grow.  
 

Boyett says, "Even if we think their conclusions are somewhat flawed, or that they may not have 
taken the whole picture into account, anytime we get new information we look it over and review it to 
see if there are things we can do to improve." 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdDWdgClSPY
tel://352-392-0895/
mailto:anthonyd@dso.ufl.edu


Alachua County's low score also comes from the absentee ballot rejection rate. The county which 
ranks the overall worst in this study is Columbia and the best is St. Johns.  

 

12/9/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

   The Alachua County Sheriff's Office just finished a $12 million project. They say that will translate to 
savings for the county. 
   "Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell says  the completion of the jails conservation project has 
been a decade in the making. They've added 92 solar panels and this cooling plant 
 to help cut down on bills and be more environmentally friendly." 

    Sheriff Darnell says they went from 76 individual air conditioning units that could have failed at any 
moment to a consistent and efficient system. She says this is a major moment in the history of the 
jail. 
   "We've got a state of the art system from an efficiency and air quality standpoint. So it's good for 
the workers, it's good for the inmates but primarily it's a safe environment and a healthy environment 
for our employees to be able to work." 
   Charlie Jackson is the Alachua County Facilities Manager and he says before they started 

renovations they looked at both the performance impact and the economic impact.  
   They chose a plan that would yield up to $300 thousand in energy savings the first year and then 
increase with time.  
   "Over the years to come you'll see a million. We think that this will be a project that will be a legacy 
for our industry. It has certainly been a very innovative design and one that we're certainly going to 
see the results." 

   "The cooling plant is just one of more than 45 conservation projects the jail has been working on for 
the last 10 years." 

12/10/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

A local startup is creating jobs and changing the virtual reality experience. Paracosm began its 

business about one year ago, and is preparing to roll out its first product next month. GTN's Mayci 
McLeod has more.  

 
It's like being in a video game. Paracosm is improving the 3D modeling experience to broaden its use 
while lowering the cost.  

 
Paracosm CEO Amir Rubin says, "There is no way to efficiently and cost effectively get a 3D model of a 
building--it's called reality capture. And so what is very unique about our software is it lets you take a 
very inexpensive 3D camera that you can just buy off the shelf and you walk through the building with 

this camera upload the video to our server and we process it. Then, bam, a few hours later you 
download your 3D model."  

He says there is nothing like this out there and the possibilities seem endless.  
 
Rubin says, "It's not just a photo panorama like you'll see on Microsoft Bing or Google Maps... this is 
an actual dimensionally accurate representation of the real world."  

One of the real world applications of the Paracosm software is tourism. Instead of having to travel out 

of state or the country to visit a museum, you're there through the 3D model on your computer 
screen. 



Other uses include crime scene reconstruction, office building surveys, and retail organization. Store 
owners can virtually walk the aisles and figure out ways to maximize space and accessibility. An extra 
$300,000 from the Florida Institute will help Paracosm create more local jobs. 

 
Florida Institute for Commercialization of Public Research CEO, Jamie Grooms, says,  "We thought 
they were a quality organization and a coachable team to fund and meet the objective of the state, 

which again is to create jobs, and create and keep the technology that come out of these Universities 
in the state of Florida so those companies stay here as well." 

 
Once the software is available for purchase in January, Paracosm expects to use the $300,000 to hire 
many more employees.  

12/16/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

The Alachua county sheriff's office is expanding ways you can visit loved ones in jail.  

"It will allow people to visit form their home as well as go on sight and visit," said ASO spokesperson 
Art Forgey.  

The Alachua sheriff's office says the technology isn't new.  

Inmates have been taking part in video visitation since 2009.  

But Forgey says the new online visitation option should streamline the process.  

"It's gonna cause less congestion. There'll be hopefully less people waiting in the lobby to do 
visitation. So, it will free up those people from sitting and waiting for it and they'll be able to do it in 
the comfort of their own home," said Forgey.  

Renovo software, out of minnesota, runs the software.  

They say the video program could also help investigators.  

"The facitlity's gonna be able to monitor those and they're going to be able to record them and look 
over them. So, that' can actually help investigators," said Renovo spokesperson Drew Barrette.  

You can go the Alachua county jail's website to schedule a video visitation.  

The jail says visitors schedule about 2,400 visits a month.  

The sheriff's office says video visits from home will be free until December 31st.  

Starting January 1st, they'll run eight dollars a visit from home  

and free if you go to the jail.  

SAFETY 

10/21/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

http://airmail.calendar/2013-12-16%2012:00:00%20EST
http://airmail.calendar/2014-01-01%2012:00:00%20EST


The University of Florida has created a new department all in the name of safety.  
The campus emergency management program-- previously ran under the department of 
environmental health and safety-- is now a department of its own.  
A change emergency coordinator Kenneth Allen thinks is a step in a positive direction.  

"The move is designed to really give a resource that students, faculty and staff can identify and look 
to for information on emergency preparedness and information in times of emergency response." 
The department will operate under the division of public safety and will not involve any additional cost 
for the university.  
Emergency services such as the UF text alerts will also continue keeping students safe, prepared and 
alert.  
"I think the emergency just at UF in general is pretty good like if anything happens just like the last 

football game there was a plane crash and they had officers on bikes, cars and trucks going to the 
scene immediately so I think we're pretty safe as a campus.  

Emergency call towers like this are just one of the safety resources currently available to students.  
But as campus emergency management grows the hope is there will be more ways to stay prepared 
and safe.  
Allen says the trend of separating emergency management departments is growing across the country 

to better prepare campuses in the case of a crisis.  
"Other resources are now emergency plan templates for the departments and colleges on campus, as 
well as an overall update on the university's comprehensive emergency management plan.  
A new web site, a new department and enhanced services are just the beginning focus of a safer 
campus community.  
 

10/22/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Area officers and deputies are working to keep kids safe. They're looking for drivers who pass stopped 
school buses-- in a joint effort called Operation Blue Bird. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on this effort, 
during National School Bus Safety Week. 

 
It's covered in every driver's handbook, but the rules for passing a stopped school bus are either 

misunderstood or ignored.  
Alachua County Schools Transportation Operations Manager, David Deas, says, "I think on four lane 
highways they're really skeptical about if they should pass or not. A lot of people think it's okay". 

"I think they get side-tracked while they're driving and are just not paying attention really, to that it is 
an actual school bus," adds Kanapaha Middle School's Resource Deputy, Brian Phillips. 

In Florida, the only time it is legal to pass a stopped school bus is if there's an unpaved median of at 
least five feet, a raised median or physical barrier separating the vehicle from the bus. 
With almost half of Alachua County Students riding buses every day, Operation Blue Bird aims to 
remind drivers of the rule. Sheriff's Deputies and Police Officers will be stationed near various bus 
stops all week ready to spot violators.  
 
According to Sgt. Willie May, "It's a 259-dollar fine and three points on your driver's license". 

Alachua County Sheriff's deputies and school transportation officials agree--passing a stopped school 
bus isn't worth the hefty ticket, or the risk. 

Phillips says, "At that point it's a life or death issue, you know if you don't stop and there's a child 
crossing the road and you hit that child, serious injury or death can come from that." 

Deas says, "Kids will be kids. And when that bus stops, and red lights come on, everyone needs to 
stop and pay attention around that bus". 



May recommends, "If you're not sure what the law is, stop." 

Last year, 25 citations and 23 warnings were given in Alachua County connected to Operation Blue 
Bird. Check out GTN's Facebook page for a closer look at the law.  

11/4/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Local law enforcement hope to prevent more cases where women are put in dangerous situations. One 
way they work to do that is through free self-defense courses. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on the 
program.  

 

 The R.A.D Program is a women-only self-defense class hosted here at Santa Fe College which helps 
women learn what to do, not only when they get in a tricky situation, but how to prevent it as well. 

 
One RAD student, Maureen McFarlane, says, "I'm much more aware... I'm much more aware of my 
surroundings, I'm more aware of what to watch out for. You know, scanning parking lots, scanning 
areas when I'm going out at night... the mall... places like that. It really brought an awareness of 
protecting yourself."  

 
Deputy Cary Gallop, RAD Program Coordinator, says, "Ninety-Percent of self-defense is mental--- 

staying out of certain areas and keeping an awareness of where you're at, what you're doing, who 
could be following you..."  

The Rape Aggression Defense program, or RAD, teaches these things to look out for, as well as how to 

fight back.  
 
Deputy Gallop says, "So we start out with the basics and then we teach them how to punch, how to 
kick, how to hit, maybe some areas to grab, and we explain to them how to use those techniques." 

 
McFarlane adds, "It is, it's fun, it's very educational, and you get a good workout believe it or not."  

The thought of being attacked, even in a tutorial-setting, is scary to many women, but officers say it's 

better to get the training instead of having regret.  
 
Deputy Gallop says, "We always have the I wish I would've, I wish I should've and we don't want to 
see someone get into that situation. So I approach it on it's better to have it now instead of the day 
that you need it."  

 
If you're interested in participating in the RAD program, check out the Alachua County Sheriff's Office 

website. And as Deputy Gallop says, 'RAD is the only place you can kick a cop and not get a charge'.  
You can also find more about RAD and registration information on our Facebook page.  

11/25/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

While you're away for thanksgiving--how safe is your home?  
The FBI reports about 400 thousand burglaries happen during November and December.  



In our big story this half-hour GTN's Briana Harper tells us what you can do to protect your property - 
while you're away.  

If you're one of the 43 million Americans traveling this holiday season--before heading out, make sure 
your home is safely secured.  

 
Statistics show burglars are three times more likely to target homes without alarm systems-- and 
during the holidays, this becomes even more the case.  
"Burglars are opportunist-- they look for the opportunity to steal things." 

But homeowners can begin to cut down on this opportunity-- protecting valuables with alarm systems 
that also can remove the impression of an empty home. 
"Lights on a timer. That's a really great way to let people know that maybe you are home-- it just puts 

a question mark and if an intruder thinks you are home there's less of a chance that you'll get broken 
into." 

 
The Gainesville Police Department is also working to do its part by increasing officer presence-- to 
decrease burglaries and other crimes.  
"One thing homeowners can do if they're leaving is to call and request an increase patrol. We have a 

list of addresses that our officers will spend a little extra time at knowing the residents are gone. It's a 
great way for us to provide a little extra service to someone we know is not going to be at their 
home." 

In addition to law enforcement and security alarms-- homeowners can also do their part in property 
protection-- 

"Something as simple as going around your house and making sure your doors and windows are 
locked is a key ingredient to not having a break-in during the holidays." 

With a little common sense and a little extra technology-- your home could be a lot safer this holiday 
season...Reporting from Crime Prevention Security Systems 

12/5/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

In a recent University of Florida study, food safety is near the top of concerns for Floridians. Many 
people link food safety to locally grown crops. GTN's Mayci McLeod takes a look at one way Alachua 
County schools are trying to incorporate more local products.  
 

Through a $45,000 dollar planning grant from the USDA, more home grown crops will be in school 

cafeterias.  
Caron Rowe, Marketing Specialist for Alachua County Schools Food and Nutrition, says, "With our 

planning grant our goal is to set up a satellite office where local farmers can bring in their produce, we 
can process it, and disseminate it out to our local schools here in Alachua County."  

Tracy Irani with the University of Florida interprets public surveys about food safety. She says locally 
grown crops are gaining popularity because people consider them to be safer.  
 
According to Irani, "Locally grown food is a trend, a growing trend among consumers and it's related 
to consumers wanting to know more about where their food comes from, how it's produced and what 
practices are used to grow and process food which gets to their table."  

And with the grant, Alachua County schools will know exactly how the crops are processed.  
 
Rowe says, "It gives them the opportunity to participate in providing the fruits and vegetables locally 



without having to go through the larger efforts of having their food processed... we will process that 
for them." 

 
The USDA grant will help bring more locally grown produce to Alachua County Schools. Here at 
Meadowbrook Elementary, local growers come from within the student body. All students at 
Meadowbrook contribute to a school garden, growing vegetables which are used on the lunch line 

when they are ready to harvest. Teachers say this gives them another level of appreciation for local 
crops.  

 
And if you are a local farmer who is interested in contributing to this effort, contact the Alachua 
County Schools Food and Nutrition Department. 

12/16/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

  There is a pending measure that would require people to have guns in their homes. Marion County 
officials will consider this at tomorrow's commission meeting. 

   It's known as "the law heard 'round the world". A small town in Georgia got international attention 
in the 80's from an ordinance that required all homes to have a gun. Now one group is asking 
commissioners for the same law in Marion County.  

    One Marion County resident thinks requiring everyone to have a gun in their home will make 

weapons too readily available for crime. 
   "There could be more school shootings there could be shootings in the streets, there could be 
shootings everywhere." 
    But the local pro-gun advocates from the Marion County Campaign for Liberty say they are 
modeling the gun law proposal after Kennesaw, Georgia. It passed an ordinance in the 80s requiring a 

firearm in every home and they say that made the crime rate drop 89%.  
   The man who wrote Kennesaw's gun law, Fred Bentley Sr., says it did exactly what he had intended 
it to. 
   "It has been very successful. It has reduced the crime rate considerably. 
 I think it's an excellent idea. It certainly worked here."   

     The Campaign for Liberty group will present its proposal at tomorrow morning's Marion County 
Commission meeting, followed by public discussion. 

 

ETHICS AND MORALITY 

10/9/13  5:30, 6 & 11PM 

According to a recent CDC report, 23 percent of public schools says bullying occurs on a weekly basis. 

And the problem exists as young as elementary school. 

"He broke his bone because he had gotten bullied by somebody pushing them," said 3rd grader Xavier 
Ayala-Vermont. 

Bullying has become a norm throughout the United States. 



But Wednesday's second annual unity event made a strong point; violence won't be tolerated here in 
Alachua county. 

"It's about unity which all of the t-shirts say and it's a way to come together to send the message 
clearly to everyone that bullying is not the answer. We've got to eliminate bullying and teach our 
younger children as they come up that bullying is not cool and for adults that domestic violence is not 
appropriate and it is against the law," said sheriff Sadie Darnell. 

The River Phoenix center for peace partnered with Peaceful Paths to host the event. 

They're on a mission to end bullying but just not in schools. 

Marchers also aimed to raise awareness to prevent all forms of violence, specifically domestic violence 
and discrimination. 

More than a hundred people paraded down University avenue wearing orange and purple to bring 
attention to the cause. 

And many of the supporters got crafty to promote peace and kindness. 

"Make peace on the front and on the please stop bullying." 

The ultimate goal is to create a safer environment for our community and educate our youth about the 
dangers of violence. 

"I've a lot of people do it just because they think it's cool and it will make them cool but I don't think 
that's true. I think that makes you worse," said Ayala-Vermont. 

10/10/13  5:30, 6 & 11PM 

It's now easier to find Florida sex offenders and predators on college campuses. The Florida 

Department of Law Enforcement website has a new search tool where you can find registered sex 
offenders and predators on every Florida college campus.  
   Students at Santa Fe College say being able to track offenders on campus keeps them safe. 
   "The fact that we can look to know whether there is a predator or anything in our school, it's 
actually a lot better and makes us feel a lot safer." 

   "Florida's registration law requires sex offenders and predators to register employment and when 
they enroll in higher education. Here at Santa Fe, one current student did not do that and because of 

the new search tool, his enrollment is under investigation." 
   "Santa Fe College does not tolerate sex offenders on our campus. There is currently one offender 
listed related to our student base - that's one out of 24,000 students - and that person is under 
review" 
  The site does have a few glitches. According to Santa Fe officials, two of the three results for 
registered offenders at the college have never even been enrolled there. Because they applied to the 
school and were given an application ID, the software mistakenly identified them as students. 

   "The search will show you each offenders picture, offense, and residential information.... and you 
can register for offender alert emails." 

 

CRIME 

10/16/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 



In spite of the dropping juvenile crime rate, courts face challenges to the sentences doled out to many 
minors.  

In our big story this half hour, we spoke to one mother who - after two years - is still fighting for 
justice for her son's murder.  

 
A local mother continues to cope with the lost of her son and more recently an Orlando family mourns 
the death of a girl bullied to the point of suicide.  
In either case-- juveniles are the ones held responsible for these crimes but the punishment that 

follows may not be enough.  
 
This is a memorial in honor of Roderick Sparks.  

A 24-year old stabbed and killed at the hands of a 15-year old boy.  
And after 2 years-- convicted killer Christopher Sutherlin Jr. faces a new sentence in a high-risk 
juvenile program-- but only after committing yet another law violation.  
A punishment that doesn't sit well with the victim's mother.  

"This was not a mistake. He knew what he was doing he was old enough and I just know the way he 
is-- the state was wrong but there's nothing we can do about it now."  
And in the suicide case of 12-year-old Rebecca Sedwick-- who authorities saw was literally bullied to 
death-- Polk County deputies simply charged the two girls accused with aggravated stalking.  
Based on FaceBook comments-- 
some people think more could be done saying quote " they bullied her for a year I say let them be 
bullied in jail for a year." 

while others say-- " community service, classes or counseling specifically addressing bullying." 
As for Sutherlin's punishment-- Sparks has her own opinion as well.  

"It's just like a slap on their hand. If these are kids and they're trying to get this juvenile clean then 
the states need to do more on this too. Nine to 12 months-- it didn't do him any good." 
State Attorney Darry Lloyd says when it comes to juveniles who commit crimes-- rehabilitation is the 
key.  

"Make them a better and more productive citizen. That's the whole purpose of the programs and what 
the department would deem and I think anybody you talk to in the juvenile system would tell you 
that's their purpose."  
For now sparks hopes some form of justice will be served-- not only for her but in other juvenile crime 
cases as well.  
 
According to the state attorney's office-- Sutherlin will remain in the juvenile high-risk program until 

he's 22.  
And as for the accused juvenile cyber bullies -- their fate remains unknown.  
 

One in three women will experience some sort of domestic abuse in their lifetime perhaps you--or 
someone you know. 

10/16/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

 

It's domestic violence awareness month.  
And Alachua County is doing its part to shed more light on this issue.  

The launch of this new high-risk team will be the first in the state of Florida.  

It's modeled after research that shows lethal levels of domestic violence often follow a predictable 
pattern.  
The team's goal now is to prevent intimate partner violence before it even begins.    



Law enforcement and community service groups from across Alachua County came to show their 
support and involvement in launching the intimate partner violence high-risk team.  
A joint effort working to predict and prevent domestic violence homicides.  
And after more than a year of planning today marks the beginning of these efforts.  

"We've done a lot of training to make sure that we have all the pieces in place and so today we're 
ready to actually launch that with all the partners in the room saying we're committed to that 
process." 

A three-step process that involves early identification of high risk offenders, disciplinary responses to 

high risk cases, and monitoring offenders. Statistics show Alachua County is an area with some of the 
state's highest cases of domestic violence homicides.Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell thinks the 
launch of this high risk team could work towards changing that. 

"Any victim who is injured or killed is not due to a system failure, it's due to circumstances beyond the 
system's control." The high risk team looks to serve victims of domestic violence as well as survivors. 
And with this idea in mind-- efforts of the high risk team will hope to make domestic violence homicide 
an issue no longer.  

 
"What we're really looking forward to is making that homicide line a zero on all of our FDLE reports so 
that we know that the victims in our community have a greater chance of not becoming victims of 
homicide when there's domestic violence or partner violence in their relationship." 

 
Those involved in the intimate partner high-risk team say unreported cases of domestic violence are 
the biggest issue.  
They hope greater community awareness may begin to prevent that.  

 

10/24/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Rick Gerald says he was defending himself and his family when a neighbor's pit bull came into his 
yard. He hit the animal in the head with a machete--the owners had to put it down.  

Both Alachua County and the City of Chiefland have ordinances which require dogs to be on a leash 
when out of their own yard. Local animal experts say these are in place to protect residents like Rick 
Gerald and Mason the dog.  

Hilary Hynes from Alachua County Animal Services says, "This is for the safety of the public... first and 
foremost. But if you're a pet owner this is for the safety of your pet".  

 
"As someone who commutes to work on a bicycle, and someone who walks multiple dogs, I hate 
seeing a dog off-leash in a non-off-leash area." 

Anna Peterson is on the Board of Directors with Plenty of Pit Bull's Animal Rescue. She says all dogs 
react differently to situations and having them on a leash lowers the chance of a negative reaction 
having an unintended outcome.  
 
"If a dog is off leash, I can't control that interaction, and that's scary." 

Hilary Hynes says aggressive dogs exhibit similar traits, "For me, a truly aggressive and threatening 
behavior is teeth flaring, there's posture, there's hackles, there's imminent danger and that is very, 
very few and far between. You protect yourself first and keep out of harms way." 



 

Both say you should look for those aggressive traits before acting with a violent defense. They agree 
loud noises and shouting can often direct a dog away.   

 
Dog expert, Cesar Milan, also recommends staying calm, avoiding direct eye contact, and standing 
sideways with the dog in you peripheral vision. Holding an umbrella or other large object can also 
appear to make you look larger than you are.  

10/24/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

Bullying continues to be a major topic across the country. But the national "Be More Heroic Campaign" 
is working to change the bullying conversation into a more positive one. And spreading their message 
of awareness continues right here in Gainesville.  

Eastside High School hopes to continue being a safe place.  
And one step towards that begins with putting a stop to bullying--- with the help of the Be More Heroic 
campaign.  

The team travels to schools across the nation presenting performances that advocate against bullying 
and promote peace.  

"Long-term they're learning life building and character building skills that they can't learn in the 
classroom and they're also able to gain self-esteem and it really creates a safe space for them where 
they might not be able to find it otherwise." 

 
The event sponsored, by the River Phoenix Center for Peace building, comes at a time when the idea 
of bullying continues to flood headlines.  
But instead of simply talking about the issue-- taking action has become priority.  

 
"The kids have heard don't be a bully, they've heard what they shouldn't do, but we want to show 
them what they can do to really be inclusive and really be accepting of all the people around them. 
And if you seeing somebody that's having an issue you're actually not a bystander and that you go 

help that person." 
Following each school assembly, Be More Heroic works to create student teams at schools like 
Eastside in order to combat bullying long-term.  

 
"I think it needs to be more than a one day performance you need something that is sustainable that 
these children can hold onto--without there'll be no change in the culture it'll be in one ear and out the 
other." 
Eastside plans to organize its student government and begin making that anti-bullying change.  
 

 
The next stops on the tour include a presentation tonight at the University of Florida.  
And a visit to Fort Clarke Middle School tomorrow.  

10/25/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

The LGBT Community will come together to celebrate their pride, but many say they still feel 
discriminated against. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more. 



 

Across the nation, 40% of homeless youth identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender. In 
Alachua County, an estimated 250 juveniles from the LGBT community are homeless.  

Terry Fleming, from the Pride Community Center of North Central Florida says, "It's unfortunate, but 
many LGBT youth are forced out of their homes by parents that aren't accepting or situations that are 
untenable. They often face violence. Sometimes sexual violence, sometimes domestic violence."  

When a youth leaves their home, they are often lacking the paperwork they need to succeed as an 
adult.  
 

Fleming says, "Without an ID card of course they can't get access to housing. They can't get a job. So 
it's really important they get an ID card and that's one of the services we provide."  

The Pride Center of North Central Florida also helps the LGBT kids feel less alone. PFLAG, or Parents, 
Family, and Friends of the LGBT community, helps spread the message of support.  

PFLAG of Gainesville President, Ellen Louis, says, "Whether you are an ally or a friend or a family 
member, PFLAG Gainesville give you an opportunity to have a voice to be unconditionally supportive".  

 
Fleming adds, "They feel like they're alone. Events like the festival let them know they are part of a 
larger community and that's really important."  

 

William Moorehead "Lady Pearl", MC of the Pride Fest says, "It's really, it's packed. When I take the 
stage there's the whole downtown in the plaza is packed full of people." 

 
Lady Pearl says Pride Fest isn't only for the LGBT community, but all of Gainesville residents are 
welcome to come out here to the Bo Diddley Plaza tomorrow to enjoy the many events. 

 
Lady Pearl adds, "We don't separate. We love our so called 'straight' brothers and sisters and we 
welcome them. We need them and we love them."  

The parade starts at noon on Saturday, October 26, on the corner of West University and 7th Street. 
The festival hits downtown at 1pm. About 5,000 people from across the state of Florida are expected 
to attend this year's Pride Fest.  

11/14/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

The most common type of sexual assault is called Date/Acquaintance Rape. This is when the victim is 
assaulted by someone they know, and it often goes unreported.  

 
Alachua County Victim Services Director, Loretta Golden, says, "There is a tendency to believe... for 
the victims to feel if they know the offender, or maybe had a prior relationship with that person-- 

there's a tendency to believe that no one will think they're telling the truth that the person actually 
raped. Stranger rapes tend to get reported more frequently than acquaintance rapes." 

 
And this gives law enforcement a skewed evaluation of the problem.  



GPD Captain Lynne Benck says, "Law enforcement doesn't always have a good picture of what the 
incidents of rape look like in their town." 

In an effort to help these victims, GPD and Alachua County Victim Services teamed up to create 
ReportRapeGainesville.org. Victims can remain completely anonymous and report the incident. 
 
Captain Benck says, "There are a lot of things that can be done without a victim being involved. Once 

we identify a place where something is occurring--where sexual assaults are occurring-- or a potential 
suspect, there's nothing that says we can't send somebody in undercover or do some surveillance on 
an area to see if we see ourselves what has been reported by a victim." 

Whether the victims choose to remain anonymous or not, G-P-D asks they provide as much 
information as possible, so more women can be protected in the future. 

 
Captain Benck says, "I believe we're going to get the women that want to let somebody know because 
they want to help other women, they want to prevent this from happening in the future. Those are the 
women that are probably going to go on this website and report." 

The site also provides links to counseling and answers to many questions. Today is the first day 
ReportRapeGainesville.org is live online. GPD says women have already expressed and interest in 
using the program.  

12/5/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

In Alachua County last year, there were 1,600 reports of domestic violence. These offenses include 
rape, assault, and stalking. Local men are teaming up with the goal to make domestic violence a thing 
of the past. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more. 

The MOB is coming to downtown Gainesville. MOB, or "Men On Board", is a group which aims to stop 
intimate partner violence here in Alachua County.  

Rebuilding and Community Outreach Coordinator, Tracey Hickmon, says, "Women have been carrying 
this torch for quite a while and now we need everybody on board. So, we know that there are men 
who are definitely against domestic violence and want to see their community be safe."  

Bruce Ferris was a detective with GPD's Domestic Violence Unit. He is now a local mental health 

counselor. Ferris says, "I saw some very hard to digest cases of victimization and as a therapist for 

whatever reason I've continued to deal with many of those cases and see other crimes that are taking 
place like child abuse et cetera that are taking place in these homes with domestic violence."  

The MOB is holding a rally on Saturday in the Bo Diddley Plaza starting at noon. Anyone who attends 

will hear from prominent men in the county and be asked to sign a pledge to work against domestic 
violence.  
MOB doesn't only address the issue of domestic violence, it encourages men to go out into the 
community and help solve the problem. 

 
Hickmon says,"Wherever they go in their everyday lives... that's where we need to stop domestic 
violence. So that our communities, so that our families-- sisters, grandmothers, mothers, aunts-- can 
be safe." 

 
Ferris says, "We look up to our fathers and older brothers and I think it's time men focus on this 
problem and be good examples for those sons."  

http://reportrapegainesville.org/
http://reportrapegainesville.org/


The MOB Rally encourages men to open the lines of communication to stop domestic violence before it 
starts.  

Some of the men who will speak at the rally include police chiefs, pastors, and Gainesville Mayor Ed 
Braddy.  

12/12/13  5:30, 6 & 11pm 

The Florida Court of Appeals makes a decision about guns on University campuses, and it's lifting 
some regulations. This all stems from a case involving the University of North Florida. GTN's Mayci 
McLeod has more.  

The issue in the case presented to the Florida Court of Appeals addressed a ban on carrying firearms 
within a vehicle parked on campus. Many universities, including UF, have similar bans, but the court 
ruled it's unconstitutional.  

 
 
The decision states,"The legislature has not delegated its authority under the Florida Constitution to 

regulate the manner of bearing arms to the state universities and reverse the orders on appeal." 
According to legal counsel at Santa Fe College, colleges and universities believed these firearms bans 
were allowed. 
 
General Counsel Patti Locascio says, "Right now, weapons are not allowed. The legislature had spoken 
and allowed--we thought-- for us to waive the exception which allowed for us to allow securely 

encased weapons in vehicles and we, like many other institutions, we waived that and said, no we 
don't even want guns to be available in vehicles."  

President of UF students for Concealed Carry, William Salvato, says even if firearms aren't allowed out 

of the car, they can still be useful for protection.  
 
Salvato says, "You know, the fact is we commute to campus and from campus and sometimes we 
don't go directly home and sometimes when we go directly home we have to go through some bad 
areas or we may encounter some bad experiences that self defense may be warranted." 

The University system is specifically state in the Court's decision, but Santa Fe is not sure if the ruling 
applies to colleges.  
 

Locascio says, "At this point we are going to wait and see if there's an appeal that happens and 

whether this is the final version of the law that just came out. We are also going to analyzing whether 
it applies to us. Regardless of what happens, we will follow the law. We are just in the process of 
determining exactly what that is at this point."  

We reached out to the University of Florida about this issue, but it declined to comment. 

 

Attachment B 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: SHINE – Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders – Show #381 

Dates: 10/5/2013, 10/12/13,  



Guests 

Tom Rinkoski – Caregiver Support Coordinator, Elder Options 

Judy Archey – Area Coordinator, SHINE 

Synopsis: 

This show featured guests for a local non-profit organization called Elder Options.  The mission of Elder 
Option’s is to provide seniors counseling and information for government Medicare programs.  Guests 
discussed the upcoming open enrollment period for Medicare.   Guests also discussed how people 
interested in learning more about Medicare can contact the organization. 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: Catholic Charities – Show #379 

Dates: 10/19/13, 10/26/13, 11/2/13 

Guests 

Laurie Porter – Development Coordinator 

John Barli – Regional Director 

Synopsis: 

This show featured a local charity organization called Catholic Charities.  Catholic Charities is centered 
on offering services to those in need.  They offer a wide range of services from providing backpacks full 
of food to children to financial advice.  Catholic Charities services several counties around Northern 
Florida.  Guests discussed their desire to expand into other counties and their desire to be able to help a 
larger amount of individuals. 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: Junior League of Gainesville – Show #382 

Dates: 11/9/2013, 11/16/2013 

Guests 

Karen Thomas – President Elect – Junior League of Gainesville 

Morgan Lee – President – Junior League of Gainesville 

Synopsis: 

This show featured a local organization titled Junior League.  The organization is composed of women 
who serve to make the community a better place.  Junior League mainly focuses on helping children in 
need.  The show highlighted their yearly event called Miracle on Main Street.  The event allows less 



fortunate families the opportunity to shop in a warehouse for presents to give their children on 
Christmas day.  Most of the toys are donated and participants receive the toys free of charge. 

 

 

 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: Holiday Traditions – Show #383 

Dates: 11/23/13, 11/30/13, 12/7/13 

Guests 

R. Gary Langford – Music Director – Holiday Traditions 

Howard Freeman – Cofounder – Stop Children’s Cancer 

Julie Hill – Executive Director – Stop Children’s Cancer 

Laura Lytle – Program Director – Stop Children’s Cancer 

Synopsis: 

This show featured a large local event titled Holiday Traditions.  Holiday Traditions is a yearly musical 
performance that takes place at the Phillips Center for the Performing Arts.  The event features youths 
from around the north central Florida area performing in an orchestra.  The show highlighted the events 
purpose, which is to raise money for Stop Children’s Caner, a local non-profit, centered on providing 
funding for children’s cancer research. 

 

 

 Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: Rahma Mercy Clinic – Show #384 

Dates: 12/14/13, 12/21/13, 12/28/13 

Guests 

Dr Ibrahim Faruqi – Medical Director – Rahma Mercy Clinic 

Kenny Wang – Volunteer Coordinator – Rahma Mercy Clinic 

Livia Sura – Clinical Coordinator – Rahma Mercy Clinic 

Mustafa Ahmed – Member – Board of Directors – Rahma Mercy Clinic 



Renee Zenaida – Former Patient – Rahma Mercy Clinic 

Shimaa Ghonim – Clinical Pharmacist – Rahma Mercy Clinic 

Synopsis: 

This show featured a local clinic titled The Rahma Mercy Clinic.  Rahma Mercy is a health clinic that 
provides patient care to patients free of charge.  The clinic is founded around the Muslim faith but open 
to anyone.  Guests discussed the process for using the clinic and the requirements for receiving free 
treatment.  One former patient described the care she received at the clinic as the best care she’s 
received in her adult life. 

 

 


