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                                          NEWS:

Weekly news summary for April 4th, 2021: 

This week’s news starts with an important announcement.
A COVID-19 vaccination clinic is scheduled in Hatteras village for Saturday, April 
10
Hatteras Island’s Beach Pharmacies are hosting a COVID-19 vaccination clinic at 
the Hatteras Village Civic Center on Saturday, April 10.
The clinic will be administering the one-shot Johnson and Johnson vaccine.
Only 300 doses are available. The clinic is open to adults 18 years of age or older.
Register for vaccination by calling Beach Pharmacy in Hatteras at 252-986-2400 or 
Beach Pharmacy in Avon at 252-995-3811. Those registered will be called this 
week. This is not a walk-in clinic.
The address for the Hatteras Village Civic Center is 56658 NC 12, Hatteras village.

COVID-19 update for Dare County
For Dare County on April 3, the county’s Health division is reporting a cumulative 
total of 2,992 cases, just 8 shy of 3,000 positive cases. Of that total, almost two-
thirds are residents.
On April 3, the county reported 54 people with active positive cases. All are in 
home isolation. No one is hospitalized. No new deaths have been registered.
In North Carolina, 36 point 5 percent of the adult population is partially 
vaccinated. 23 point 5 percent is fully vaccinated.
Dare County is slightly ahead of the state totals. On the state’s dashboard, Dare 
has 37% partially vaccinated and 27 point 3 percent fully vaccinated.
Nationwide on Friday, four million people were vaccinated.

All Dare students can attend class four days a week
All Dare County students are invited back to school buildings for four days of face-
to-face instruction under the option chosen by Dare’s school board Thursday, 
April 1, 2021.
The virtual learning option continues to be offered.
On a 6-1 vote, the board chose Option 2 of three offered by the Dare County 
School administration.



The decision means Pre-K through 12 students can attend class four days a week 
with Friday a day when instructional materials are offered but no live classroom 
video is provided. School teachers and staff use the day for planning.
Dare elementary schools are already on this schedule. The board’s decision puts 
all schools on the same schedule.
On Monday, April 12, middle and high schools will have a teacher workday to 
transition to the new schedule. Grades 6 through 12 are currently on a hybrid 
schedule with students separated into two cohort groups with each group 
attending face-to-face classes two days a week and virtually two days a week.
Under the new plan, social distancing cannot be guaranteed.
For families and students wishing to unenroll or enroll in virtual learning, the 
decision deadline is Wednesday, April 7, 2021, at 5 o’clock in the afternoon. The 
Virtual Learning Status Change Form is available on Powerschool.
All meals are free for the remainder of the year to all students. Students attending 
school may eat breakfast and lunch at school. Curbside meals are available for 
free for virtual and remote student families on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
On Hatteras Island, the curbside location is Cape Hatteras Secondary School from 
11 to 12:30. Friday free meal distribution is available to all students at various 
locations throughout the county during the same time period. Refer to the Dare 
County Schools website, dare to learn dot org, for those meal distribution sites.
During Spring Break which runs from April 5 through 9, free breakfast and lunch 
will be available for all children 18 and younger on Tuesday, April 6 and Friday, 
April 9 from 11 to 12:30 at Cape Hatteras Elementary, Manteo Elementary, and 
First Flight High.

Take a trip to the Dare County Animal Shelter
On a gloriously sunny and warm March 31, Dare County officials and partners cut 
a long blue ribbon in front of the new county animal shelter.
Commissioners and Directors of Outer Banks Society for Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (OBSPCA) and animal shelter staffers cut that ribbon, celebrating a brand 
new shelter that’s safe and comfortable for animals in care.
The project started a year ago in April 2020. The ribbon-cutting marked its 
completion.
Board of Commissioners Chairman Robert L. Woodard presided over the 
ceremony. He credited Commissioner Rob Ross with getting the shelter project 
started. He quoted Ross as saying “we could do better for the animals and staff.”



The new shelter is located at 378 Airport Road on Roanoke Island. It’s next to the 
Emergency Operations Center and Dare County Regional Airport and across from 
the North Carolina Aquarium on Roanoke Island. In front of the shelter is a fenced 
dog park.
The old shelter on Driftwood Drive frequently flooded forcing animal evacuation. 
Equipment and space were inadequate.
The new shelter and adoption center is a one-story, masonry and steel building 
with brick veneer and metal panel siding. The building is about 8,700 square feet 
with a finished elevation around 13 feet. Sound boards are installed to reduce 
noise. Water hoses are suspended from the ceiling on reels. The HVAC system 
recycles all air several times an hour.
Directly off the lobby area are two areas where adoptable dogs and cats in a 
playroom are “featured.”
Dare County and Outer Banks SPCA have a 30-year partnership. That partnership 
started in 1992 when the county agreed for the society to take over animal 
control and the county’s shelter. 
A highlight of the ceremony was a parade of animals.
The cost of the new facility is just about $6 point 6 million dollars.
Adoption hours at the new animal shelter are Monday through Friday, 11 to 5 and 
Saturday 11 to 2. March through September the shelter is open until 7 in the 
evening on Wednesdays. Office hours are 8:30 to 5, Monday through Friday.

Three North Carolina executive orders signed
On March 30, Governor Roy Cooper signed three Executive Orders.
Executive Order 206 extends North Carolina’s statewide residential eviction 
moratorium through June 30, 2021 in coordination with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recent extension of the nationwide moratorium through 
the same date. 
Executive Order 207 expedites the processing of unemployment insurance claims 
and is also effective through June 30, 2021. 
Executive Order 205 extends the North Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Commission authorization to permit the delivery or carry-out of mixed beverages 
as an alternative to on-site consumption through April 30, 2021.

OBX Safer Spots program started
The Dare County Department of Health & Human Services has teamed up with 
Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce to recognize businesses, organizations and 



establishments who are supporting measures to curb the spread of COVID-19, by 
encouraging employees to get vaccinated.
Any business, organization, or establishment which has at least 70% of its 
employees vaccinated will receive OBX Safer Spot recognition with a window 
sticker and on the Dare County OBX Safer Spot website. Establishments that meet 
the 70% requirement, will also receive a gift bag with OBX Safer Spot give-a-ways, 
while supplies last.
For more information on the OBX Safer Spot Campaign, visit dare n c dot com 
slash safer spot. 

Sheriff’s blotter shows two crimes in March on Hatteras Island
On the Dare County Sheriff’s Blotter for March 2021 are three felony crimes.
On March 12, Breaking and Entering and Larceny occurred in the 2000 block of NC 
345 Hwy, Wanchese. TVs were stolen.
On March 23, Breaking and Entering a Motor Vehicle was reported in the 40000 
block of North End Road, Avon. Nothing was stolen.
On March 28, Breaking and Entering a Motor Vehicle was reported in the 24000 
block of N C 12 in Rodanthe. A firearm was stolen.

Marine fisheries commission changes southern flounder allocation.
The North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission voted on March 31 to amend 
the previously adopted sector allocations for Amendment 3 to the Southern 
Flounder Fishery Management Plan.
The change is to gradually equalize allocations between the commercial and 
recreational fisheries, officials said.
The commission voted to change the allocation to 70% commercial and 30% 
recreational in 2021 and 2022, 60% commercial and 40% recreational in 2023, 
and 50% commercial and 50% recreational in 2024, according to the Division of 
Marine Fisheries.
Chairman Rob Bizzell called the meeting to revisit this issue after the commission 
received a large amount of public comment on the February decision.

Speed limit on Oregon Inlet bridge will increase
The speed limit on the Oregon Inlet bridge will likely increase from 45 to 55 miles 
per hour before the summer season arrives, reports Island Free Press.
Some minor work on the interior of the bridge continues. The lower speed limit 
means better safety for workers. 



Meanwhile, demolition of the former Bonner Bridge has entered its final stages 
and was 95% complete as of mid-February 2021.
About 1,000 feet of the old bridge was left intact on the southern end of the 
project to serve as a public walkway and fishing pier. The site is expected to open 
to the public sometime this summer.

Get horses vaccinated against E E E 
Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler is encouraging equine owners to have 
animals vaccinated against Eastern Equine Encephalomyelitis and West Nile Virus.
Mosquito-breeding season in North Carolina lasts from spring until the first frost. 
Horses are at risk if not properly vaccinated.
Troxler said, “EEE is fatal 90 percent of the time in horses and West Nile Virus has 
a fatality rate of 30 percent. But, both diseases are preventable by vaccination.”
Last year, North Carolina saw its first case of EEE in late July. There were nine 
recorded cases of EEE in 2020.
The combination vaccination initially requires multiple injections for horses, 
mules and donkeys that have no prior vaccination history.
People, horses and birds can become infected from a bite by a mosquito carrying 
the diseases, but there is no evidence that horses can transmit the viruses to 
other horses, birds or people through direct contact, reports the media release. 

Historic Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station in Rodanthe celebrates Easter Week 
with three events.
On Monday, April 5, the Easter Bunny arrives at 1 o’clock. The event is free.
On Thursday, April 8, the famed Beach Apparatus Drill will be performed at 2 
o’clock. Regular admission fee applies.
On Friday, April 9, starting at Noon, a Chicken Barbecue will be offered at the 
Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Community Building, across NC 12 from the Life-Saving 
Station. The charge per plate is $10.
The address for the historic station is 23645 NC 12, Rodanthe.

Cape Hatteras Anglers Club offers Bingo April 7
Cape Hatteras Anglers Club at 47231 Light Plant Road in Buxton starts 2021 
BINGO on Wednesday, April 7. Doors open at 6 o’clock and games start at 7. 
Arrive early as the evening is limited to a maximum of 60 players. Masks required. 
Soft drinks, snacks, popcorn and free coffer are offered.



Aquaculture gear management workshop set for April 8
The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries is partnering with several agencies and 
organizations to host the North Carolina Aquaculture Gear Management and 
Storm Preparedness Workshop.
This free workshop will take place via GoToWebinar on April 8 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., and it is open to all commercial N.C. shellfish growers. 
Registration for the workshop is now open at go.ncsu dot edu slash gear hyphen 
workshop. 
Workshop sponsors include NOAA’s Marine Debris Program, the National 
Weather Service, and the North Carolina Coastal Federation for the North 
Carolina Aquaculture Gear Management and Storm Preparedness Workshop, and 
North Carolina Sea Grant.

Flood insurance webinar on April 8
The Dare County Planning Department has announced that it will sponsor a free 
flood insurance webinar at 5:30 pm on Thursday, April 8. The webinar is designed 
to educate homeowners about flood insurance coverage and possible savings on 
policies. Instructions for registering for the webinar can be found on the Dare 
County website home page at dare n c dot com.

Hillbilly Run for scholarship set for April 9 -14 
The first annual Hatteras Hillbilly Run and Flip Flop Trot is set for April 9-14.
This is a virtual 5K so participants can race where, when and how you want during 
the week.
The entrance fee is $35. Bag pick-up for local residents is April 8, 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Hatteras Civic Center.
Proceeds benefit the Monica F. Collingsworth Scarborough Memorial Scholarship. 
The organizing committee has committed to awarding a $2,500 scholarship to one 
student graduating from Cape Hatteras Secondary School in June 2021.

Spring Litter Sweep
The N.C. Department of Transportation’s Adopt-A-Highway spring litter sweep 
takes place April 10 through 24. NCDOT provides trash bags, gloves and safety 
vests to volunteers from local businesses, community groups, schools, churches 
and law enforcement agencies and then collects the filled bags they leave along 
the highways.



During the spring Litter Sweep in 2019, nearly 3,300 volunteers picked up 75,000 
pounds of trash along 1,218 miles of road, according to NCDOT.

Coming up 
America celebrates National Park Week April 17 through April 25. This year the 
focus will be on outdoor experiences that follow public health guidance, and on 
fun and innovative digital experiences. Visitors will be able to “journey” to 
national parks through a variety of online activities including virtual tours, 
scavenger hunts, trivia contests, and junior ranger programs.
Watch for information from Outer Banks Forever, the official fundraising partner 
of the Outer Banks National parks.

Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for April 11th, 2021: 

Body found on beach between Avon and Salvo
On Friday morning, a local beachcomber was looking for beach glass less than a 
mile north of Ramp 27, between Avon and Salvo. Instead of glass, he found a 
body. He called 9-1-1 at 9:14. 
Sixteen minutes later, at 9:30, emergency and law enforcement officers started 
arriving.
The decedent is an unidentified male.
“The body appeared to have been in the ocean for an extended period of time. 
The remains will be transferred to the North Carolina Medical Examiner’s Office,” 
stated a press release from National Park Service. The medical examiner in 
Greenville will determine identity.
Dare County Sheriff’s Office is awaiting confirmation that the body is that of the 
driver of the truck that crashed into the side of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel 
and whose body went missing after the crash.



Responding to the current incident were National Park Service rangers, Dare 
County Emergency Medical Services personnel, Dare County Sheriff’s deputies 
and volunteers with the Chicamacomico Banks Fire Department.

Dare commissioners take step for Avon Beach Nourishment
On April 7, Dare commissioners made four findings:
One, a need for the beach nourishment project in Avon exists
Two, it is impracticable to provide the service countywide, 
Three, the project is financially feasible, in that the county’s beach nourishment 
fund will provide 70% of the project cost, and an Avon service district 30%.
Four, people in Avon asked for the project.
Dare County will now prepare a report and a map of the two service districts and 
mail that information together with a date for a public hearing to every property 
owner in Avon. After four weeks, the county commissioners will hold a public 
hearing.

Dare County moves ahead on considering sale of Home Health and Hospice.
Dare County commissioners unanimously took the next step in possibly selling the 
county’s Home Health and Hospice agency.
At its April 7 meeting, the board selected BrightSpring’s non-binding Letter of 
Intent. The action facilitates the exchange of information between BrightSpring 
and Dare County and makes detailed discussions of the terms of a potential 
contract of sale possible.
County Manager Robert L. Outten reported that the commissioners had received 
copies of Offering Proposals from three corporations and one non-profit. He 
summarized the offerings of each proposal.
Outten stated a public hearing will be held about the results of the negotiations 
with BrightSpring. That hearing is tentatively set for Monday, April 19. County 
staff can postpone the hearing if negotiations are incomplete.
Commissioners voiced strong support for making sure current employees are 
taken care of in any possible sale.
The agency currently has four registered nurses, two supervisors, three certified 
nursing assistants, one social worker and three office workers delivering home 
health and hospice services. Hospice also has a volunteer coordinator and 
volunteer chaplains and six fully vaccinated volunteers willing to go to patients’ 
homes. 



North Carolina COVID-19 numbers
On April 9, the number of new cases was 2,509, double last week’s.
Hospitalizations of folks with coronavirus now number 977. On March 17, those in 
hospitals due to COVID-19 slipped under 1,000. But, on April 7 and 8, the number 
of persons in a hospital for COVID-19 exceeded 1,000.
Sadly, 12,248 North Carolinians have died from coronavirus since March 2020. 
In Dare County and statewide, COVID-19 vaccinations are now available for all 
adults as of April 7.
In North Carolina, 40% of the adult population is partially vaccinated and 28.4% 
are fully vaccinated, representing a quarter of the state’s adult population.
Nationally, as of April 9, USA Facts puts the percentage of people fully vaccinated 
at 19.5% and almost 35% partially vaccinated.

COVID-19 update for Dare County
For Dare County on April 9, the county’s Health division is reporting a cumulative 
total of 3,011 positive cases. Of that total, over two-thirds are residents.
On April 9, the county reported 45 residents with active positive cases with 43 in 
home isolation. Two residents are hospitalized. No new deaths have been 
registered.
In vaccinations, Dare County is ahead of the state and national percentages. On 
the state’s dashboard, Dare has almost 41% partially vaccinated and 31 percent 
fully vaccinated. 

Judge Reid appointed Superior Court
On April 6, Governor Roy Cooper announced the appointment of The Honorable 
Eula Reid as Superior Court Judge in Judicial District 1, serving Camden, Chowan, 
Currituck, Dare, Gates, Pasquotank and Perquimans counties. Judge Reid will fill 
the vacant seat created by the retirement of the Honorable J.C. Cole. Since 2007, 
Judge Reid has served as a District Court Judge in Judicial District 1. 

Lineman Appreciation Day is Monday, April 12
Each year, Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative joins other electric cooperatives 
across North Carolina and nation to celebrate Lineman Appreciation Day. Held 
annually on the second Monday in April, this day recognizes linemen’s critical role 
in providing our members with the power they depend on every day.



The important responsibilities of linemen have become all the more challenging 
over the past year as they have implemented additional safety procedures due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
In addition to serving Hatteras Island communities, linemen are also called on to 
provide aid across the state and nation following major storms and other times of 
need. This commitment to “cooperation among cooperatives” is one of the core 
principles that demonstrates the true strength and character of the cooperative 
network.
Through hurricanes, floods and winter weather, Cape Hatteras Electric 
Cooperative linemen are responsible for keeping more than 330 miles of line 
across Hatteras Island working to bring power to homes and our communities, 
regardless of the conditions, holidays or personal considerations. 
When bad weather rolls in, these Cape Hatteras linemen roll out: Robbie Easley, 
Harley Morris, Silas Hooper, Josh Austin, Jonathan Vernesoni, Donnie Farrow, Earl 
Fountain, Richard Augustson, Kevin Scarborough, Gary Tolson, Mark McCracken 
and Tyler Scarborough. Thanks so much!

Gypsy Moth treatment in Buxton around April 14
The North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services will start 
treating a gypsy moth infestation in Buxton on or around April 14, depending on 
weather conditions and insect development.
An annual field survey indicated a reproducing gypsy moth population in the 
Buxton area. 
Two fine-mist applications of an organic product containing naturally occurring 
bacteria will be made seven to 10 days apart using low-flying helicopters. 
The state’s agriculture department has addressed spot introductions of the gypsy 
moth across North Carolina since the 1970s. The treatment will be done in 
cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service and the 
Gypsy Moth Slow the Spread Foundation, Inc.
For more information, or to request treatment notification via email or text, 
contact the department of agriculture toll free at (800) 206-9333.

Starting Friday, April 16, the Outer Banks will celebrate 10 special National Park 
days 
The first event starts with a Birthday celebration for Wilbur Wright on April 16 at 
Wright Brothers National Memorial.



Cape Hatteras National Seashore hosts an April 17 beach cleanup at Coquina 
Beach Access from 7:30 to 11:30 in the morning. At the same time, the North 
Carolina Beach Buggy Association will have members at national seashore ramps 
handing out trash bags to visitors to collect litter on the beach. For more 
information on the association’s Operation Beach Respect, go to N C B B A dot 
org.
The cleanup also coincides with N C D O T’s Spring Litter Sweep of highways and 
roadways throughout the state. The litter sweep runs from April 10 through April 
24.
Barbecue in Rodanthe
Fair Haven United Methodist Church is holding a pulled pork barbecue fundraiser, 
Friday, April 16, starting a 5 o’clock at the church.
Dinner along with barbecue includes slaw, green beans and a roll. 
This is a donation only fundraiser. The mission is to raise money for community 
projects located in the Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo villages.
The church’s address is 24240 Trade Winds Drive in Rodanthe. 

Stay safe out there. Be well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for April 18th, 2021: 

Governor Cooper visits Dare County
On Friday, Governor Roy Cooper visited the county’s COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
at the Youth Center at Rec Park in Kill Devil Hills.
With Cooper was Mandy Cohen, Secretary, of the state’s Department of Health 
and Human Services.
Cooper and Cohen toured the set up at the Center. The clinic was scheduled to 
administer 900 doses on Friday. It has the capacity to vaccinate up to 1,600 
people a day.
Dare County leads the state in vaccination percentages of people 65 years and 
older are vaccinated and in first doses delivered.



Cooper and Cohen experienced first-hand what Dare residents have been saying. 
The clinic operation is filled with smiling health professionals delivering a quick 
vaccination.

Dare summer school sessions offered; sign-up deadline is May 1
Dare County Schools will receive about $7.5 million federal dollars targeted for 
learning losses caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Superintendent John Farrelly talked about the funding at the April 13 Board of 
Education meeting.
The funds come in three waves as part of the federal Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief Fund.
This week, Dare Schools announced its two summer programming options for 
rising first through 12th grade students. The deadline for signing up for one or 
both sessions is May 1.
In both sessions, transportation and meals will be provided. All instruction is face-
to-face.
The first session, in June, runs for 11 days, starting Monday June 14 and focusing 
on remediation and enrichment in English, Math and Science. End of Course and 
End of Grade retesting will also occur. The classes run from 8 to Noon.
The second session is a four week program starting July 19 and ending August 13.
For elementary and middle school students, classes for English, Math and Science 
will run in the mornings from 7:30 to 11:30. In the afternoon, STEAM (standing for 
science, technology, engineering, art and math) interest-based activities will 
happen from Noon to 3.
For High School students the four-week program will offer opportunities to 
expand curriculum knowledge with project-based experiences and partnerships.
The After School Enrichment Program will be available for a fee from 3 to 6 daily if 
there is enough interest. Spanish dual language immersion students also have a 
Spanish option, if there is enough interest.
To register a student for summer programming, complete the Summer 
Programming Registration form in PowerSchool. Again, the deadline for 
registering is May 1st, 2021.

Collapse of section of old Bonner Bridge results in worker death.
On April 14, an unexpected collapse of a section of the old Bonner Bridge resulted 
in a death of a person working on demolishing the bridge.



Jose Armando Maqueda Mejia (El Guero), a long-time resident of the Outer 
Banks, lived in Manns Harbor and had worked for PCL Constructors since 2016.
Jeff Westphal, President, PCL Civil Constructors, Inc., issued the following 
statement:
“PCL is deeply shocked and saddened by the incident that happened at the 
Bonner Bridge construction site. Our sincerest condolences go to everyone 
affected by this tragedy.”
On Wednesday, PCL reported the accident to the U.S. Department of Labor’s 
Occupation Safety and Health Administration and a federal compliance officer 
arrived at the site Thursday.
The demolition site is shut down at least through the weekend, reports a PCL 
official.
The construction accident occurred just before 5 p.m., Wednesday afternoon, 
April 14.
Dare County Sheriff’s deputies and Dare Emergency Medical Services crews were 
called to the scene. Two ambulance crews, one from Nags Head and one from 
Rodanthe, and a supervisor, were ferried to the barge site by a crew from U.S. 
Coast Guard Station Oregon Inlet.
Dare County emergency medical staffers attended to only one individual, the 
deceased worker.
Nine emergency agencies responded to the accident scene. 
 
Body on beach officially identified
On April 9, a body was recovered from the beach less than a mile north of Ramp 
27, between Salvo and Avon on Hatteras Island.
Six days later, the body was identified by the National Park Service on Thursday, 
April 15, as Erik Mezick, 47, from Fruitland, Maryland.
On Dec. 29, Mezick was the driver of a box truck that crashed into the side of the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge and went over the side into the water.
The state Medical Examiner in Greenville used dental records to confirm the 
identity.
The body travelled 120 miles in the Atlantic Ocean before being discovered and 
reported by a local beachcomber Friday, April 9.

Business statistics are quite impressive on Hatteras Island.



Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent Tom Hranicka reports that occupancy tax 
receipts were off the charts through February, recording a 475 percent increase 
when compared to the first two months of 2020.
Contributing to this increase is the fact that Hatteras Island has been identified in 
a number of national articles as one of the best places in the country to escape 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. For better or worse, we have been discovered, 
writes Hranicka.
Meal tax receipts, indicating the health of the island food service businesses, 
reported a 49 percent increase over January and February 2020 results.
The real estate industry had a record setting year in 2020. That trend continued in 
the first quarter of 2021, reports Hranicka.
Residential sales were up 118 percent over the first quarter of 2020. Total dollar 
value of sales rose 168 percent.
Median sale price of homes rose 29 percent to $470,000.
The challenge that the sales growth presents is that the inventory of residential 
properties for sale has decreased 73 percent over the last 12 months. 
Currently only 77 residential properties are for sale on all of Hatteras Island. At 
the end of the first quarter last year, 282 properties were for sale.
The undeveloped lot market, while much smaller in size than the residential 
properties market, has shown triple digit growth in sales, in properties under 
contract and in dollar value of sales. The median price for lots is now $86,550.

2022 commercial and for-hire renewal packets for fishing licenses and permits 
mailed; send in early
This past week, the North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries started mailing 
renewal packets for fiscal year 2022 commercial and for-hire fishing licenses and 
permits.
Division offices have been closed to the public since March 2020 to help minimize 
the spread of COVID-19. The division does not anticipate that its offices will 
reopen to the public prior to June 30, 2021, when fiscal year 2021 commercial and 
for-hire licenses and permits expire.
The division is facilitating license purchases and renewals using mail and a 
combination of mail and no-contact drop boxes.
Due to the potential delays that mail processing may cause, it is important that 
fishermen not wait until the last minute to renew.
Alternatively, fishermen may submit completed applications with payment 
(check, cashier’s check, or money order only) in drop boxes provided at the 



Manteo Field Office at 1021 Driftwood Dr., Manteo. Other drop boxes in the 
region are in Elizabeth City and Washington.
Information regarding individual commercial and for-hire license and permit 
renewals is included in the renewal packets.
Coastal Recreational Fishing Licenses can be purchased or renewed online 
ncwildlife dot org or by calling the state’s Wildlife Resource Commission at 1-888-
248-6834 during office hours.

Buxton area treated for gypsy moths
On Thursday, April 15, the North Carolina Department of Agriculture treated trees 
in Buxton for gypsy moth infestation. The treatment block was 450 acres on the 
west side of NC 12. The treatment was over by 9:30 Thursday morning.
The second treatment will be in 7 to 10 days. The community will be notified the 
day before.

Seashore beaches in front of villages closed
On April 15, the seasonal beach driving access for beaches in front of the villages 
of Hatteras Island closed for the summer season, reports the Island Free Press.
These routes which run parallel to the towns of Hatteras, Frisco, Avon, and 
Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo will re-open October 15. The closure coincides with a 
time of high visitor use.
Beachgoers can check on updates to current beach access via the Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore website at n p s dot gov slash plan your visit slash conditions.

U.S. Coast Guard looking for gold lifesaving medal recipients
The United States Coast Guard lists 279 gold life-saving medal awardees of the 
U.S. Life-Saving Service, Lighthouse Service, Revenue Cutter Service, and Coast 
Guard. 
That includes thirty-two surfmen and keepers from the Outer Banks. The local 
lifesavers hailed from Creeds Hill, Cape Hatteras, Pea Island, Gull Shoal, Cape 
Lookout, and Chicamacomico Life-Saving Stations. 
The Coast Guard asks: “If you or someone you know has received a Gold 
Lifesaving Medal and would like to be added to the list, send a copy of the award 
to history at u s c g dot mil.” 
To see a Gold Life-Saving Medal visit the Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum next 
to the ferry docks in Hatteras village. The medal on display was awarded to 



Rasmus Midgett for his rescue of the crew from the Priscilla in August 1899. The 
medal is displayed courtesy of Captain Ernie Foster.

Scenic Byway earns award
The Outer Banks National Scenic Byway has received a 2021 Community Award 
from the National Scenic Byways Foundation.
The Outer Banks National Scenic Byway won for its multi-year project, 
“Wayshowing and Interpretation for the Outer Banks National Scenic Byway.” 
This project enhances the byway’s visitors’ experience and unifies aesthetics 
along the byway.
The Outer Banks National Scenic Byway was awarded national status in 2009. The 
Byway runs from Whalebone Junction, down Bodie, Hatteras and Ocracoke 
islands and ends in Down East Carteret County.

Dare Commissioners meet Monday, April 19 at 5 in the afternoon
On April 19, 2021, Dare County Board of Commissioners meets at 5 o’clock in the 
Commissioners Meeting Room, attached to the Dare County Administration 
Building, 954 Marshall C. Collins Dr., Manteo.
Public comments may be presented to the Board by appearing in person at the 
Commissioners Meeting Room in Manteo or through an interactive video link at 
the Fessenden Center Annex (the old bank building), 47013 Buxton Back Road, 
Buxton. 
Agenda Item 6 is a public hearing regarding the possible sale of Dare County 
Home Health and Hospice.
At its previous meeting, the board selected BrightSpring’s non-binding Letter of 
Intent over three others.
County Manager Robert L. Outten told The Coastland Times that at Monday’s 
board meeting, BrightSpring will make a presentation after which commissioners 
will have an opportunity to ask questions. Following the question period, a public 
hearing will be convened. People making comments have up to five minutes to 
speak. After the public hearing, the commissioners will give instructions about 
how to proceed.
Also on the agenda is a continued discussion for the Avon Beach Nourishment 
Service District.

Flags lowered to honor victim of tragedy in Indianapolis, Indiana



Governor Roy Cooper has ordered all United States and North Carolina flags at 
state facilities to be lowered to half-staff until sunset Tuesday, April 20, 2021 to 
honor the victims of the tragedy in Indianapolis, Indiana, and lives lost to a 
senseless act of violence. In tribute to the lives lost and the families in mourning, 
all North Carolinians are encouraged to join in lowering flags to half-staff in their 
honor.

Here are two events happening this week on Hatteras Island.

Cape Hatteras Anglers Club offers Bingo April 21
Cape Hatteras Anglers Club at 47231 Light Plant Road in Buxton offers BINGO on 
Wednesday, April 21. Doors open at 6 o’clock and games start at 7. Arrive early as 
the evening is limited to a maximum of 60 players. Masks required. Soft drinks, 
snacks, popcorn and free coffee are offered.

Medicaid in North Carolina is changing; information available Saturday
Starting July 1, 2020, North Carolina Medicaid will move to Prepaid Health Plans. 
About 1.6 million Medicaid beneficiaries will transition to NC Medicaid Managed 
Care. Four health plans are available to residents in northeastern North Carolina.
The open enrollment period runs until May 15.
Dare County Social Services has partnered with the four health plan providers to 
offer drive-thru Medicaid educational event. Participants will learn what each of 
the plans offers and be able to ask questions. 
The event happens on Hatteras Island on Saturday, April 24 at the Fessenden 
Center in Buxton from Noon to 3 o’clock.
For more information or questions, contact Dare County Social Services at 475-
5500.

Volunteers will be celebrated this week in North Carolina and the nation.
Governor Roy Cooper has declared April 18 through 24 as National Volunteer 
Week in North Carolina.

Volunteers make Radio Hatteras possible. Thanks to all who listen to this 
community Radio Station. Be safe and stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.



Weekly news summary for April 25th, 2021: 

Avon beach nourishment project moves forward
On April 19, 2021, the Dare County Board of Commissioners unanimously adopted four 
required findings to push the Avon Beach Nourishment Project forward.
County Manager Robert L. Outten read the findings, which apply to both tax service 
districts proposed to fund 30% of the project, The Coastland Times reports. 
Two service districts are proposed. The tax rates nor the exact boundaries have not 
been set by the Board of Commissioners.
Outten said if a mailing to all property owners in Avon is mailed in a timely fashion, the 
required hearing will be held May 17. If not, the hearing will be shoved to June 7. A 
report about the proposed service district is required to be available four weeks before 
the public hearing. The notice of the public hearing must be mailed four weeks before 
the hearing.
During public comment, Avon property owner Stephen Day hand-delivered a Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA) request. The FOIA request asks for an opportunity to “inspect, 
review, and audit any and all communications  that the Dare County Board of 
Commissioners and/or the Dare County Manager have received from Avon property 
owners and residents expressing their support for or opposition to the Avon beach 
nourishment project currently proposed by the Commissioners.” The request goes on to 
list the various types of communications expected to be produced.
An online petition, found at no new property taxes dot org, went live Feb. 13. By Feb. 
23, it had garnered 51 signatures. The petition, as of April 22, has 74 names opposing 
the tax increase for beach nourishment. 
Speaking from Buxton, a second speaker Bruce Miller read an email from Mark Bissell 
and Ray Hollowell.
The subject was the Avon Kinnakeet Mine, a 38-acre sand mine located a quarter mile 
from the eroded Avon beach. The email says the “mine appears to have sufficient sand 
to complete the Avon Renourishment project.” The email says permits are nearly in 
place to allow the sand to be used this year. Hollowell, who owns the mine, “believes 
this solution can also save Dare County and Avon residents as much as $3 million.”
Outten quickly said that he had responded multiple times to this solution. He said issues 
are how to get the sand to the beach and that the mine’s sand grain size is not 
compatible with the beach.

Pleas made to keep Home Health and Hospice under local control
At the Dare County Board of Commissioners April 19 meeting, pleas were made to keep 
Home Health and Hospice service in local control. 



“You’re contemplating throwing away one of the most compassionate services, said one 
speaker.
“Keep it under local control,” said another
The commissioners are considering a possible sale of the county’s accredited Home 
Health and Hospice program.
The commissioners have selected BrightSpring, one of four possible purchasers, to 
pursue. Powerful comments came from 11 women and two men.
The agenda item featured a presentation from BrightSpring and questioning from 
commissioners.
Two people from BrightSpring made general opening comments 
The corporation is already offering home health services in North Carolina. In 2020, the 
corporation purchased Advanced Home Care with its 10 locations in the state and 
purchased a home health operation from Stanly County. BrightSpring does not offer 
hospice services in North Carolina at this time, but does in Tennessee.
The BrightSpring representatives assured the commissioners that services would be 
delivered to Hatteras Island and mainland communities and that current employees 
would be taken care of. 

State transportation, National Park Service officials mark a milestone in launch of self-
driving shuttle
On Tuesday, April 20, The North Carolina Department of Transportation and the 
National Park Service launched the first self-driving vehicle to be tested at a recreational 
public lands site in the nation.
Fittingly, the Connected Autonomous Shuttle Supporting Innovation, or CASSI, was 
launched at the Wright Brothers National Memorial in Kill Devil Hills – the site of the 
world’s first powered flight.
The CASSI will help the NPS and NCDOT learn more about how driverless vehicles can be 
safely and effectively used in the future. The CASSI will be tested at the Wright Brothers 
National Memorial for three months.
As part of this pilot, a trained customer service operator will ride in the vehicle to ensure 
the safety of passengers. The operator will monitor conditions and be able to manually 
stop the vehicle at any time.
Through July 16, the vehicle will take passengers from the Wright Brothers National 
Memorial museum to the First Flight bronze sculpture and back.
Rides are free. However, the number of passengers is limited due to the size of the 
vehicle and space limitations due to COVID-19. Passengers will be asked to follow 
COVID-19 safety protocols during rides, including mask wearing and physical distancing. 
The vehicle operates at speeds between 8 and 12 miles per hour.

Dare Planning Board reviews amendments and a Hatteras village proposal



Dare County’s Planning Board has extensive work on its agenda for the next few months 
along with normal land use matters.
The board will be reviewing amendments to the county’s land use regulations, zoning 
and building codes, reports The Coastland Time.
The amendments are required by legislation passed by the General Assembly in 2019.
In April, Creef began a presentation about the changes. The review will continue at the 
board’s May 10 meeting. 
In April, a rough draft of the updated Dare County Land Use Plan for unincorporated 
Dare County was presented to the board for initial review.
At the April meeting, the board reviewed a subdivision named Hatteras Island Reserve 
with the address 56883 NC 12 in Hatteras village. Four parcels total 5.25 acres.
Development plans include subdividing a portion of the parcel. Four residential 
properties will be created on 1.88 acres of land. A 3 acre residual lot is created, but 
without identification as to its use. The Sea Gull Motel will remain. The land is zoned C-
2H Commercial.
The proposal called for a common driveway. The board was unhappy with the 
arrangement of the common drive. Board Chairman John Finelli said the preliminary plat 
was “devoid of information.” 
The board voted to consider the proposal a sketch plan.
Hatteras Island Reserve is listed on the May 10 agenda for Preliminary Plat review

Cape Hatteras National Seashore sets up new ways to digitally connect
Cape Hatteras National Seashore announces several new ways for visitors to digitally 
connect with the seashore.
The recently released National Park Service mobile app, available for free download in 
the iOS App Store and Google Play Store, gives the public up-to-date information about 
all 423 national parks. 
Included in this mobile app are new audio tours available for Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore, Fort Raleigh National Historic Site and Wright Brothers National Memorial. 
The NPS mobile app is also the best place to find up-to-date information on ranger-
guided interpretive programs for the upcoming summer season. By using the calendar 
within the app, visitors can see all options to explore national park sites with a park 
ranger. This summer’s offerings will include ranger talks, guided hikes, bicycle tours and 
more.
At the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, National Park Service Rangers offer two 30-minute 
talks every day until May 28.
At 11 o’clock in the morning, a ranger will talk about the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse 
lighting the way for 150 years. At 2 o’clock, the ranger talk is titled Shaping these Barrier 
Islands.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PRoDouHby6xRycvoMmJMydQSYTD62ToYU7uXGSfgnNumia4P_GToLmj2R7xuWcJOZed0-V933PUv0WXUDB3st9Pjch1Y_NVY-9dc8yB4FwmUd7w3zexUKAYInmqXYUAOe7XbFjtwyZG1ppckbOGV_seBwKkK6QLvTg6R-mhZSmlgNT-Oazktkv4o_b9q-EQnIm2Cyazz2m8=&c=REPv_74lR7Fv3mJZq1NJs2g5vhx7NwoTu5taSrBMlodRpeG3cdMPag==&ch=dA6kY9uRCy1aLrI6MpHrV6NGfE2FibXCpSaBpDbvYuRlL1s_mo9jsg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PRoDouHby6xRycvoMmJMydQSYTD62ToYU7uXGSfgnNumia4P_GToLmj2R7xuWcJOd6mfC0aUBqrPmt2lsJ-Tl3WOtaSb2sPtAklnEvstSZ0uyn08DfdOeoIKwZU6zWc78liNle0npEpxljvZp3pqjII8CHLddmq0rROsgo7iwg7KTeXDZlyXCNISvVc1A3BFMcY6VYdChtrxz_XGECnPHQ==&c=REPv_74lR7Fv3mJZq1NJs2g5vhx7NwoTu5taSrBMlodRpeG3cdMPag==&ch=dA6kY9uRCy1aLrI6MpHrV6NGfE2FibXCpSaBpDbvYuRlL1s_mo9jsg==


COVID-19 state and county updates
On Wednesday, April 21, North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper said that he plans to lift 
mandates on social distancing and gathering limits by June 1 if coronavirus metrics 
remain stable and residents continue to get vaccinated.
The statewide mask mandate stays in place, but could be halted once two-thirds of 
North Carolina have gotten at least one COVID-19 vaccine, reports Associated Press.
The governor said he thinks it will be hard to reach the two-thirds threshold by the end 
of May and anticipates the target being reached shortly thereafter.
More than 47% of adults have gotten at least one shot, and over 37% are fully 
vaccinated, reports the state’s COVID-19 Dashboard. Those who are 16 or 17 years old 
are able to get the two-dose Pfizer vaccine and are not classified as adults.
Supply has started to outpace demand in certain parts of the state
Mandy Cohen, the state’s top public health official, reported the state has enough 
vaccine for everyone. The supply is strong and stable and widely available. 
The state announced a Bringing Summer Back campaign across the state to fully 
vaccinate as many people as possible by summer.
The Bringing Summer Back campaign is a flexible and community-centered approach 
that creates a space for every organization and individual to do their part to stop the 
spread of COVID-19 and get everyone back to the people and places they love.
The campaign will run during two weeks in May and two weeks in June during which 
organizations across the state will rally together to promote vaccination.

Pause lifted for one-shot vaccine
Following a safety review, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food 
and Drug Administration announced confidence that the Johnson & Johnson vaccine is 
safe and effective in preventing COVID-19 and recommended its continued use to 
prevent serious illness, hospitalization and death from COVID-19.
The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services is recommending that 
providers in the state resume administering the vaccine now that the CDC and FDA have 
reaffirmed its safety.
At the time of the pause, six cases of a rare type of blood clot were diagnosed in 
individuals after receiving the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. During the review, another 
nine cases were found.
More than 250,000 people have received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine in North 
Carolina as of April 13, 2021. 

COVID-19 in Dare County
As of April 24, Dare County has recorded a cumulative total of 3,106 positive cases. Of 
that total, two-thirds are residents of the county. Current active resident positive cases 
number 21, with one person hospitalized and 20 in home isolation. On April 19, the 



county announced the 15th death of a county resident from COVID-19. Some 53 days 
had passed since the last coronavirus death in the county.

NC 12 Task Force created for long-term planning
Dare County Board of Commissioners Chairman Robert L. Woodard Sr., announced the 
formation of a NC 12 Task Force.
His announcement was made at the Dare board’s April 19, 2021 meeting, reports The 
Coastland Times.
The “Staying Connected” project “involves collaborative development of a long-term, 
resilient transportation plan for N.C. Highway 12 and associated transportation facilities 
in Dare and Hyde Counties, North Carolina.”
The task force charter states collaboratively develop a long-term, prioritized 
transportation plan for Highway 12 that identifies vulnerable highway locations, also 
known as a.k.a. hotspots, projects future challenges related to erosion, storms, and sea 
level rise, refines and recommends location-specific solutions, and identifies funding 
strategies and a timeline for implementation.”
Partners involved in the task force are Dare County, Hyde County, Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore, Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge, and North Carolina Department 
of Transportation. A stakeholders group will be formed at a later date.

Surf and inshore fishing “epic”
The Four Plus Four Wheel Drive Tournament rolled onto Hatteras Island this weekend. 
The tournament is organized by the Capitol City Four Wheeler out of Richmond. This is a 
legacy tournament and Ramps 34 and 23 are open but drivers must respect bird nesting 
areas. Tournament participants are required to stay away from Cape Point.
On Friday night at Cape Point, Red Drum Tackle reported an hour of nonstop catching 
big drum. Sea mullet was in abundance. Flounder and sea mullet were caught at Ramp 
43. 
Hatteras Harbor Marina reported inshore boats reeled in and released 66 citation red 
drum. Three citation blackfin tuna and one wahoo were caught.

Speaking about fishing citations
Effective May 1, the state’s Division of Marine Fisheries is making eight changes to its 
Saltwater Fishing Tournament criteria.
The tournament, popularly known as the Citation Program, is not a competition but a 
longstanding certification program that recognizes outstanding saltwater catches.
Atlantic bonito and striped bass will no longer be eligible for citations.
Other changes apply to Atlantic croaker, black drum, gag grouper (the only species 
eligible for a grouper citation), sea mullet, gray tilefish and blackfin tuna. Sharks are only 
eligible for a release citation.



North Carolina sends out citations for 35 species.

Comments requested on turtle excluders for skimmer trawls
NOAA Fisheries Bulletin FB 21 026 is requesting comments on proposed rulemaking for 
required turtle excluders on skimmer trawl vessels less than 40 feet in length. The rule 
affects the southeastern United States shrimp fisheries.
An existing final rule effective August 1, 2021, required turtle excluders on skimmer 
trawls 40 feet or greater in length.
NOAA says it now has an effective design for excluders to us on small skimmer trawls to 
reduce sea turtle bycatch.
Comment deadline is May 20. To comment electronically, go to regulations.gov.
For more information, go to fisheries dot noaa dot gov slash southeast.

Dare Animal Shelter has new hours
The new Dare County Animal Shelter has new open hours.
The Adoption Center is open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesdays through Sundays.
The office is open from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The facility is closed on Mondays.
The new shelter address is 378 Airport Road, Manteo. The facility is across from the 
North Carolina Aquarium on Roanoke Island and between the Dare County Regional 
Airport and the county’s Emergency Operations Center.
In front of the new shelter is a dog park.

Cape Hatteras Lighthouse restoration underway
The inside of the lighthouse is humming with activity. A team of historical architects and 
engineers, along with personnel from the State Historic Preservation Office and the 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore, are continuing to review the lighthouse’s condition 
and determine the best next steps, while workers from Heritage Contracting of 
Chesapeake, Virginia, have already started the difficult process of removing more than a 
century of paint from the 12-story structure.
The Island Free Press has a fact-filled article with many photos of the current work. See 
it all on the island’s online newspaper 

Improvements slated for Salvo Community Cemetery
Plans are in the works to add improvements to the historic Salvo Community Cemetery.
Plans include new landscaping, installing signage for visitors, and resetting a handful of 
dislodged headstones, reports the Island Free Press, which has an extensive article 
about the initiative.

Gypsy Moth treatment completed



On Friday, April 23, the state’s Department of Agriculture Gypsy Moth Program 
completed the second treatment in Buxton.

Hatteras library reopens
Dare County’s three libraries including the Hatteras Library in Hatteras village, reopened  
Monday, April 19.
The buildings are now open for browsing, borrowing, and other services, with in-library 
services available on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 to 5 
Curbside services will also continue to be available for library patrons on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10 to 5, with no indoor services on these days.
The public should note that in-person visits include the following COVID-19-related 
restrictions: face masks and social distancing required, visits should be limited to 30 
minutes, computer users limited to one single computer session per day.

Now, be safe out there. Stay well. The volunteers at Radio Hatteras thank you for 
listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for May 2nd , 2021:

Some COVID-19 restrictions eased
For the month of May 2021, certain gathering restrictions relax in North Carolina.
Because the state’s metrics and key indicators remain stable and because more North 
Carolinians are getting vaccinated, Governor Roy Cooper signed Executive Order 209 
outlining safety measures for the month of May. 
Masks are still required indoors but are no longer mandated outdoors. Masks are 
strongly recommended outdoors by the state’s health officials in crowded areas and 
higher risk settings where social distancing is difficult. 
Mass gathering capacity limits are increased. The number of people who may gather 
indoors will increase from 50 to 100 and the number of people who may gather 
outdoors will increase from 100 to 200. Occupancy limits currently in place will remain 
the same.
Under Executive Order 209, restaurants can operate at up to 75 percent capacity 
indoors and 100 percent outdoors with social distancing. Bars and night clubs can 
operate up to 50 percent capacity both indoors and outdoors.
Establishments holding certain types of permits can still sell mixed beverages to-go or 
for delivery.



High school athletes don’t have to wear masks while playing outside sports. Players on 
the bench also don’t have to wear masks but are urged to practice social distancing. 

COVID-19 by the numbers
On Friday, April 30, Dare County noted 15 new positive test results, bringing the total 
number of cases since March 2020 to 3,148 people. Among residents, 32 cases are 
active with one person hospitalized and the remaining 31 in home isolation.
The 15 new cases are the highest number reported during April. Seven cases were 
residents 17 and under; three were non-residents in the same age bracket.
Statewide, the cumulative total of cases stood at 969,752 people on Friday. New cases 
reported affected 2,231 people.
Nearly half of adults in North Carolina, or 49.2 percent, have received at least one dose 
of the COVID-19 vaccine. At least 40.5 percent are now fully vaccinated.
In Dare County, 49.4 percent have received one dose and 43.7 percent are fully 
vaccinated. Both percentages are higher than the state’s.
In the United States, more than 100 million people have been fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, federal health officials announced April 30. That’s about 38 percent of the 
adults in the U.S. fully vaccinated.

Night driving rules now in place 
To help protect nesting sea turtles, night driving restrictions on Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore oceanside beaches started Saturday night 9 o’clock.
From May 1 through July 31, priority off-road vehicle ramps close at 9 o’clock and 
reopen the following morning at 6 o’clock. All other designated oceanside beach driving 
ramps close at the same time but reopen an hour later at 7 o’clock in the morning.
Priority beach driving ramps on Hatteras Island are ramps 2, 4, 25, 27, 43, 44, 48, 49.
While night driving restrictions are in place, visitors may still park vehicles in parking 
areas and walk on the beach at night.
Soundside ramps, Inside Road and Pole Road do not have night driving restrictions.
For current beach access information, visit go dot n p s dot gov slash beach access.

Changes to Dare County Recycling Services start Monday 
The Dare County Public Works Department has announced a series of changes to its 
current recycling services because the county’s sanitation department is not fully 
staffed.
Due to a shortage of qualified drivers with a CDL license, the department is 
concentrating current employees on residential and commercial solid waste pickup and 
disposal.
Recycling is now offered to the public at the Public Works facility in Manteo, the Buxton 
Transfer Station and the Kitty Hawk/Dare County Recycling Center.



Recycling is shut down in Wanchese, Stumpy Point, Manns Harbor and Rodanthe.
Residential and commercial trash pickup on Hatteras Islands remains on the existing 
schedule.

Dare County commissioners meet Monday
On Monday, May 3, Dare County Board of Commissioners will hold a regular monthly 
meeting starting at 9 a.m. and a budget workshop starting at 11 a.m.
The monthly meeting will be held in the Commissioners Meeting Room and the budget 
workshop in Room 168 in the Administration Building, 954 Marshall C. Collins Dr., 
Manteo.
Both meetings are open to the public.
Public comments can be made at the Commissioners Meeting Room in Manteo or 
through an interactive video link at the Fessenden Center Annex, 47017 Buxton Back 
Road, Buxton.
On the meeting agenda is an update about Medicaid Transformation going on now.
The board will discuss a retention bonus for Dare Home Health and Hospice employees 
to maintain current staffing levels in the event of sale of the county’s agency.

Employee of the Month for Hospital and medical group
Maggie Easley, Staff Nurse at Family Medicine in Avon, is The Outer Banks Hospital and 
Outer Banks Medical Group’s April, 2021 Employee of the Month.
She’s been with the medical group since December 2016.
Said Easley, “My most favorite part about my job is coming to work every day and taking 
care of the people in my community.”
Easley has proven to be an exceptional nurse with an incredibly compassionate heart. 
Most recently, she put in some long and demanding days where she was the only nurse 
on staff due to illness and other family situations that arose.
Easley is an active member of the Hatteras Island community. She volunteers for the 
rescue squad on her days off and gives time freely to other causes that arise, such as 
clean up on Ocracoke Island after Hurricane Dorian. 
Congratulations, Maggie Easley.

Photo competition announced
Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum in Hatteras is hosting a photo competition which is 
open to the museum’s Facebook followers.
Starting now through September 15, 2021, a photographer age 18 and up can submit up 
to three photos made within the last five years. The photo must be from the Outer 
Banks from Corova to Ocracoke.
For all the details, go to graveyard of the atlantic dot com slash photo contest.



The photographic exhibit will be on display at the museum April 2022 through March 
2023.

Anglers reminded they can donate fish carcasses to science
The fish are biting, and the North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries is reminding 
anglers that they can donate fish carcasses to science. 
The state’s Carcass Collection Program asks that when cleaning the fish, anglers leave 
the head and tail intact and, if possible, leave the guts in the fish. Anglers who fished on 
a charter boat or head boat should let the fish cleaner know the fish will be donated.
While the catch is still fresh, take the carcass to the nearest freezer location. 
Instructions on how to deposit the carcasses are posted on each freezer.
On Hatteras Island, the freezer is located at Frisco Rod and Gun on NC 12 in Frisco.
The program currently accepts the carcasses of Atlantic croaker, black drum, black sea 
bass, bluefish, cobia, gray triggerfish, kingfishes (sea mullet), king mackerel, Spanish 
mackerel, red drum, sheepshead, snappers, groupers, spotted seatrout, and weakfish 
(gray trout).
 
State flags at half staff
North Carolina flags remain at half-staff to honor two fallen officers of the Wataugo 
County Sheriff’s office. Sargent Chris Ward and K-9 Deputy Logan Fox died in the line of 
duty in Boone, North Carolina.

Older Adult Job Fair May 11 at Fessenden Center
On Tuesday May 11, an Older Adult Job Fair will be held at the Fessenden Center in 
Buxton.
The fair runs from 9 to 11 a.m.
The fair is for retired folks on Hatteras Island to connect with businesses needing part-
time help. Anyone of legal working age is welcome to attend.
Refreshments will be served.
The Fessenden Center address is 46830 NC 12, Buxton.

Hazardous waste collection set for Friday, May 14
Do you have a bag of old batteries sitting around because you don’t know where to take 
them?
The answer is to the Buxton Transfer Station on Friday, May 14 from 2 to 4 o’clock.
The list of accepted items is long, but don’t tune out. This is the time to really look 
around your home for the following: paints, polishes, varnishes, paint-related materials, 
turpentine, aerosol cans, adhesives, motor oil, antifreeze, fuel additives, household 
cleaners, herbicides and insecticides, gasoline, mercury, pesticides, pool chemicals, 
fluorescent light bulbs, automotive batteries, small batteries and automotive fluids. 



Materials that are typically not accepted include commercial, business and industrial 
waste, as well as explosives, bullets, radioactive material, 55-gallon drums of material 
and cylinders, other than propane and fire extinguishers.
Residents are asked to mark any unlabeled containers that will be dropped off during 
the household hazardous waste collection. 
If you have questions, call Doug Huff, at Dare County Public Works at 252-475-5843.
The event is co-sponsored by North Carolina Cooperative Extension, North Carolina A 
and T and North Carolina State.

Now, be safe out there. Check weather conditions before going to the beach. Stay 
well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for May 9th, 2021:

Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative OUTAGE NOTICE Tuesday, May 11 (rain date, 
Wednesday May 12) Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo & Avon will experience a 5 minute outage 
at 7:30AM. There will also be a brief outage at the conclusion of work. Thank you for 
your patience, as we complete several important maintenance projects to the system

Although the annual ceremonies at the Buxton and Ocracoke British Cemeteries were 
canceled this year due to the Coronavirus pandemic, several local organizations found 
distinctive ways to honor the WWII British and Canadian sailors who lost their lives off 
of the Outer Banks nearly 80 years ago.
Normally in early May, formal ceremonies are solemnly conducted by members of the 
National Park Service, U.S. Coast Guard, and the Canadian and British Royal Navies to 
honor the memory and the service of the men buried in the two cemeteries on Hatteras 
and Ocracoke islands. Officers place wreaths at the graves while local citizens read the 
names of the deceased, and the sounding of “Last Post” and a 21-gun salute conclude 
the memorial services each year.
The Buxton ceremony honors the service of the men who lost their lives in April 1942 
when the British armed tanker San Delfino was sunk by the U-203 off of Pea Island. Two 
of the men are buried at the British Cemetery in Buxton: Fourth Engineer Officer 
Michael Cairns of the Royal Merchant Navy, and an unknown soldier.



Today members of the station and our Auxiliary went to the British Cemetery in Buxton 
to clean the graves of our fallen shipmates. 
We would like to thank Cape Hatteras Flotilla 16-4 for organizing the clean up and for 
helping us leave the resting place of these heroes a little cleaner.
Bravo Zulu shipmates!

Wreaths honor the WWII fallen during 2019’s British Cemetery Ceremony in Ocracoke.
The Ocracoke ceremony pays tribute to the sailors from the HMS Bedfordshire, which 
was destroyed in May 1942 by German submarine U-558 near the island. The bodies of 
Sub-Lieutenant Cunningham and Ordinary Telegraphist Second Class Craig are buried at 
the Ocracoke site, and two additional bodies were also found in the ocean north of 
Ocracoke shortly after the incident. Although never identified, they were assumed to 
have come from the Bedfordshire and were interred alongside their shipmates in what 
would become the Ocracoke British Cemetery.
Though the prestigious and in-person ceremonies were canceled for 2021, the 
Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum premiered a video on May 6 to honor the sailors of 
the San Delfino. The video features a brief summary of the event’s history, as well as a 
reading of the names, ranks, and ages of the sailors who lost their lives in the 
tragedy. Click here to view the video.
In addition, members of the U.S. Coast Guard Station Hatteras Inlet and the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Cape Hatteras Flotilla 16-4 went to the British Cemetery in Buxton on 
the morning of May 6 to clean the graves of their fallen shipmates, and to pay tribute to 
the WWII heroes.
While it is not yet confirmed whether the formal ceremonies will return in 2022, both 
the Ocracoke and Buxton British Cemeteries remain open to the public for those who 
would like to pay their respects. The Buxton British Cemetery is located on Lighthouse 
Road in Buxton, just past the lighthouse, while the Ocracoke British Cemetery is located 
on British Cemetery Road off of N.C. Highway 12 near Silver Lake Harbor.

Thanks Outer Banks
Week of Gratitude
May 9 through 4
 Resolution April 7 BOC

Medicaid in North Carolina is changing.

https://www.facebook.com/CapeHatterasAux/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVwWOOgIRcS4TK_wCdpDHWrt0kZOY008eJzBNLbeYnxw8cZ9V58pievjwGNFwPPLzNQ4O_L0OdstXALfrGQblVyAG7NaT9FZJDIbnf67_oGao7m9MttBGOm2EzCjbcHzamjgh_lY9UOxqnpx2tDjSO6GBr__Tc-anC1-Yfk7302k7S7YHSuhK2eqI-J6o8L5HQQw2Tch9h1wHlqwEkD6oyR&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/GraveyardoftheAtlanticMuseum/videos/5389115031159108
https://www.facebook.com/GraveyardoftheAtlanticMuseum/videos/5389115031159108


Starting July 1, 2020, North Carolina Medicaid will move to Prepaid Health Plans. About 
1.6 million Medicaid beneficiaries will transition to NC Medicaid Managed Care. Four 
health plans are available to residents in northeastern North Carolina.
The open enrollment period runs until May 15.
  On March 1, 2021, notifications were sent to approximately 4,000 Dare County 
Medicaid beneficiaries informing them that the Open Enrollment period runs from 
March 15, 2021 through May 15, 2021.  To date, a little more than 3% of beneficiaries 
have selected a plan.   If you are on Medicaid, during this time you need to select a 
health plan.  If you do not select a plan, after May 15, 2021, you will be assigned a 
health plan.

It is hard to believe that the start of the next school year is right around the corner! 

Kindergarten Registration for the 2021-2022 School Year is now open for all Dare County 
Elementary Schools. If you need assistance with the application, tutorial videos are 
available in both English and Spanish. 
To enroll in kindergarten, your child must be five years old on or before August 31, 
2021.  
While the majority of the application can be completed online, there are certain items 
that will need to be provided to schools. Those items include a copy of the birth 
certificate, proof of residency, and the North Carolina Physical Form complete with 
immunizations (if already completed). Please know that students will not be formally 
enrolled until all information has been received by the individual school. 
If your child is interested in participating in the Spanish Dual Language Immersion 
program, please follow the prompts located within the application to opt-in. 
We look forward to welcoming your child to the Dare County School’s family!  
If you have additional questions, feel free to reach out. 
Sincerely, 

Kelly Flora
Director of Elementary Education

Three Outer Banks Rotary Clubs and The Outer Banks Hospital and Medical Group have 
teamed  up to support Thanks, Outer Banks! The week of May 9-15, 2021 throughout 
our region.  
The purpose of Thanks, Outer Banks! Is to encourage businesses, citizens, and 
community  groups to come together and thank everyone on the Outer Banks who is 
helping us get through  the COVID pandemic. We are a GRATEFUL COMMUNITY and 
encourage Outer Banks  citizens and businesses to show and visibly express their 

https://www.daretolearn.org/resources/curriculum-and-instruction/register-for-school
https://www.daretolearn.org/resources/curriculum-and-instruction/register-for-school


gratitude for anyone who helped keep  us all safe, fed, clothed, gas in cars, kept the 
lights on, sold us food and spirits, and so on. 
 

Sheriff's Blotter April 01 to April 30, 2021
Post Date: 05/03/2021 12:26 PM
April 10, 2021
Breaking and Entering and Larceny.  1000 block of Driftwood Drive, Roanoke 
Island.  Phone stolen.
April 11, 2021
Obtaining Property by False Pretenses.  100 Sherwood Drive, Roanoke Island.  Craigslist 
scam.
April 16, 2021
Obtaining Property by False Pretenses.  200 Sir Richard East Drive, Colington.  Craigslist 
scam.
April 19, 2021
Breaking and Entering.  50 block of Cooper Lane, Wanchese.  Residence entered.
April 24, 2021
Breaking and Entering Motor Vehicle.  46000 block NC 12 Hwy, Buxton.  Power tool 
stolen.
April 28, 2021
Unlawfully Obtaining Credit Card.  100 block of Post Oak Court, Colington.  Credit card 
compromised.
April 29, 2021
Financial Card Fraud.  59000 block of NC 12 Hwy, Hatteras.  Unauthorized use of a 
financial card.

Dare County libraries reopen facilities

The Dare County Library’s locations in Manteo, Kill Devil Hills and Hatteras Village have 
reopened facilities for browsing and borrowing, as well as some additional limited 
services. 
In-library services are available Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Manteo and Kill Devil Hills locations. The Hatteras Village library location offers limited 
indoor services Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For customers that prefer their library location’s convenient and popular curbside 
services, such services will continue to be available for customers who are not yet 
comfortable entering the library, as well as for the elderly and parents who have small 
children. 



Curbside services will be available by appointment Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at the Manteo and Kill Devil Hills locations. The Hatteras Village library 
location will offer curbside services by appointment Tuesday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m.
The public is welcomed back inside the Dare County library locations with several limits 
and reminders: 
 Per the North Carolina Governor’s Executive Order, face masks that cover the nose 
and mouth will be required to be worn by patrons.
 Library staff members will remind patrons to continue to practice social distancing.
 All users are requested to limit their library visits to 30 minutes or less.
 Computer users will be limited to one single computer session per day.
 There will be very limited seating available.
For library locations with meeting rooms, there will still be no meeting room use at this 
time.
There will be no in-person library programs at this time, but virtual programs for adults 
will continue, and weekly preschool activity kits for children will continue to be available 
to take home. New themed kits will be available beginning every Wednesday.
The Dare County Library staff is delighted to welcome customers back into its facilities 
and is also pleased to continue to serve customers who prefer curbside services.
For more information, call your specific Dare County Library location: Manteo: 252-473-
2372; Kill Devil Hills: 252-441-4331; and Hatteras Village: 252-986-2385

Maintenance crews from the N.C. Department of Transportation along with Creswell 
Bridge Construction will be replacing three failed crossline pipes next week along U.S. 64 
in Dare County just east of the Alligator River Bridge.
The work is scheduled to take place between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. May 10-14. 
Lane closures will be in place on U.S. 64 between the Alligator River Bridge and Brier 
Hall Road in the community of East Lake. Lengthy delays are possible as workers replace 
the pipes that run under the roadway. Message boards will be in place on both sides of 
the work to notify motorists of the delays.

Weekly news summary for May 16th, 2021:

Many COVID-19 restrictions lifted in North Carolina



At 1:30 Friday afternoon, May 14, Governor Roy Cooper removed the state’s 
indoor mask mandate and lifted all mass gathering limits and social distancing 
requirements.
The state’s action follows the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
guidance. 
The new CDC guidance gives certain settings where masks and other safety 
measures are required. Masks will still be required in child care, schools and 
camps as most children are either not yet vaccinated or are not yet eligible 
to be vaccinated.
Everyone, including people who are fully vaccinated will still be required to wear a 
mask in certain settings such as public transportation, health care settings like 
hospitals, doctor’s offices and long-term care settings like nursing homes, and 
certain congregate settings like correctional facilities and homeless shelters. 
Masks are strongly recommended for everyone at large crowded indoor events 
like sporting events and live performances.
North Carolina’s Department of Health and Human Services recommends public 
facing businesses post signage reminding guests to social distance and wear a face 
covering if they are not fully vaccinated; remind employees to self-monitor for 
symptoms of COVID-19; have a plan to immediately isolate and remove sick 
workers; and clean high-touch surfaces once a day. Businesses may choose to 
continue to require that customers wear masks. 

COVID 19 shots available for people 12 years of age and older; shot clinic May 
21
Earlier in the week, the United States Food and Drug Administration and CDC 
authorized vaccine providers in North Carolina of provide Pfizer vaccine to any 
one 12 and older.
On Friday, May 21, Dare County’s Department of Health and Human Services is 
hosting a vaccine clinic for individuals 12 and older. To register a child go to dare n 
c dot com slash covid19. Parental permission is required and a legal guardian 
must accompany a minor youth.
To make an appointment for May 21, go on line to dare n c dot com slash covid 
vaccine or call 252-475-5008.
Vaccinations are also provided by Walgreens, Sunshine Family Pharmacy, Island 
Pharmacy, Bear Drugs, and Beach Pharmacies in Avon and Hatteras.

Record of Decision published for Cape Hatteras National Seashore 



On May 12, park service administrators signed a Record of Decision for Sediment 
Management in the Cape Hatteras National Seashore.
The document examines environmental issues and sets out conditions for 
issuance of special use permits for beach nourishment, habitat restoration, dune 
rebuilding and emergency breach fill. 
The document is good for the next 20 years and is expected to reduce waiting 
time for project permit approval.

Cape Hatteras seashore resource report
On Friday morning, May 14, the first turtle nest of the 2021 Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore season was found on Ocracoke Island. It is a loggerhead nest.
Shorebirds have also been active. As of May 13, 2021:
 American oystercatchers have 24 active nests with one on Bodie Island, three at 
Cape Point, eight on each of Hatteras and Ocracoke islands. Four chicks have 
hatched.
 Colonial waterbirds have 66 nests on Hatteras Island and one on Ocracoke
 Piping plovers have two active nests at Cape Point.
On Saturday, May 15, a protection buffer was installed at Cape Point. An 
American oystercatcher chick is now on the ground. From Ramp 44, beach drivers 
can go two-tenths of a mile. A portion of Cape Point is accessible for pedestrians 
via the bypass road. A quarter mile walk is required to access the point.

Larry Ogden Receives Prestigious North Carolina Governor’s Medallion Award 
for Volunteer Service
Larry Ogden, past president of the Hatteras Island Community Emergency 
Response Team, has been awarded the prestigious North Carolina Governor’s 
Medallion Award for Volunteer Service. Ogden was honored for receiving the 
award—which is North Carolina’s highest volunteer honor—during the 2021 
Governor’s Medallion Award ceremony held virtually from Raleigh Wednesday, 
May 12, 2021. 
Ogden was nominated by Dare County Emergency Management Director Drew 
Pearson, who submitted a video nomination in which he highlighted Ogden’s 
tireless dedication to CERT and the way that his leadership allowed the 
organization to respond quickly and effectively to support and provide recovery 
and relief efforts to the Hatteras Island community after Hurricane Dorian made 
landfall on the Outer Banks in September 2019. 



In addition to Pearson, Ogden was also nominated by Samantha Royster, program 
manager for North Carolina Emergency Management’s North Carolina Community 
Emergency Response Team. 
The North Carolina Governor’s Medallion Award for Volunteer Service was 
implemented in 2006 and is held in conjunction with the North Carolina 
Governor’s Volunteer Service Awards, which honor the spirit of volunteerism by 
recognizing individuals, groups and businesses that make a significant 
contribution to their community through volunteer service.  
The prestigious Governor’s Medallion Award is designed to recognize the top 20 
to 25 of these volunteers within the entire state. 

Hatteras village pathway presented on YouTube
Dare County, in partnership with Current TV, has released “The Hatteras Village 
Pathway Project,” a video that highlights the new 3.1-mile multi-use pathway 
currently being constructed through Hatteras Village.
More than 15 years in the making, the Hatteras Village pathway is finally coming 
to fruition in 2021, thanks to the dedication of Hatteras Village residents who 
have worked to get the project off the ground.
When it’s officially completed later this summer, the new paved pathway will 
provide pedestrians and bicyclists with a safe route to travel through this historic 
maritime village situated on the southern tip of Hatteras Island.
Find the video on Dare County’s YouTube channel. 

Coming up this week.

Board of Commissioners meeting
At 5 o’clock Monday afternoon, Dare County Board of Commissioners convenes a 
regularly scheduled board meeting.
County Manager Robert L. Outten will present his 2022 recommended budget 
and planned budget for Fiscal Year 2023.
The budget presentation will also include capital projects, which includes 
replacing the Fessenden Center deck at a cost of $285,000.
On the agenda are a report from Superintendent Dave Hallac with the National 
Park Service, two requests from the county’s Waterways Commission.

Bingo on Wednesday



On Wednesday, May 19, the Cape Hatteras Anglers Club, on Light Plant Road in 
Buxton, hosts Bingo games. Doors open at 6 o’clock. Games start at 7 o’clock. All 
cash prizes. Soft drinks, snacks popcorn and free coffee available.

Volunteer fire department annual meeting
Chicamacomico Banks Volunteer Fire Department will conduct its annual meeting 
Thursday, May 20 at 7 o’clock at night at the Salvo Fire Hall.
Volunteers with Chicamacomico Banks deliver full fire and rescue services in 
Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo villages.
Three board members will be elected. To nominate someone, call Mike at 252-
986-3049 or email cbvfd505@charter dot net. 

Prom is next Saturday
This year’s Cape Hatteras Secondary Prom will take place Saturday evening, May 
22, at Klub Koru in Avon. The festivities start with a sit-down dinner at 6:30.

That’s it for this week. Be safe out there. Stay well. Thank you for listening to 
this news program and throughout your day. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for May 23rd, 2021:

Pathway in Hatteras village making progress
The pathway in Hatteras village is finished along Eagle Pass Road, except for one 
bridge that needs to be built. On Thursday, May 20, workers with Barnhill 
Contracting started working on NC 12. The pathway will follow NC 12 to the 
Welcome to Hatteras sign at the top of the village.

COVID-19 update
Dare County is now reporting cases and vaccination data on a weekly basis on 
Tuesdays.
May 18 was the first weekly report.



Dare County had on six residents with active positive cases, all of whom are in 
home isolation. Coronavirus deaths remain at 15 in the county. No one is 
hospitalized with the virus.
Total cases from March 2020 are 3,199 with about two-thirds of that number 
Dare residents.
Dare County conducted a vaccination clinic last Friday for resident 12 years of age 
and older.
As of that date, May 21, the county’s vaccination rate for one dose is 50.3%. Fully 
vaccinated folks are 48 percent.
On May 14, Gov. Roy Cooper lifted the statewide mask mandate and lifted all 
mass gathering limits and social distancing requirements.
COVID-19 vaccinations are readily available at numerous locations throughout the 
county including the health departments offices in Nags Head, Manteo and Frisco, 
and many area pharmacies like: Walgreens, Sunshine Family Pharmacy, Island 
Pharmacy, Bear Drugs, and Beach Pharmacies in Avon and Hatteras.

Cape Hatteras seashore resource report
As of May 20, 2021, four loggerhead sea turtles have buried nests on the Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore beaches. Two nests are on Hatteras Island and two on 
Ocracoke.
Shorebirds have also been active. As of May 20, 2021:
 American oystercatchers have 13 active nests with one at Cape Point, four on 
Hatteras Island and eight on Ocracoke Island. Some 16 chicks are active with two 
on Bodie Island, four chicks at Cape Point, four on Hatteras Island and six on 
Ocracoke Island.
 Colonial waterbirds have 307 active nests on Hatteras Island and 15 on 
Ocracoke
 Piping plovers have two active nests at Cape Point.

Island economy is impressive
Mid-month statistics show how Hatteras Island economy is doing. The results are 
quite impressive, writes radio Hatteras Business correspondent Tom Hranicka.
Occupancy tax receipts were off the charts through March, recording a 539 
percent increase when compared to the first three months of last year.
Hranicka says that contributing to this increase are a number of national articles 
identifying Hatteras Island as one of the best places in the country to escape to 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The number of visitors that are here indicates 



those endorsements are taken seriously. Additionally, said Hranicka, people just 
want to get away after being cooped up for a year.
Meal tax receipts have increased 109 percent over the first three months of last 
year. These receipts reflect the health of the food service business.
The real estate industry turned in a record-setting year in 2020. That trend 
continued through April of this year.
Residential sales were up 132 percent over the first four months of 2020. Total 
dollar value rose 230 percent. The median sale price was up 46 percent to 
$485,000.
The good sales news, writes Hranicka, has dramatically reduced the inventory of 
residential properties for sale. Currently, only 78 residential properties are for 
sale on all of Hatteras Island. Last year, 278 properties were for sale. Some 125 
homes are under contract to be sold.
Undeveloped lots sales have shown triple digit growth. Median sale price is 
$85,000, up 48 percent.
The question that is on everyone’s mind both locally and nationally and posed by 
Hranicka “is how long will these record-setting results last?

Ferry schedule between Hatteras and Ocracoke expanded for 2021 summer
The North Carolina Department of Transportation is gearing up for the busy 
season on the Outer Banks by increasing ferry trips to and from Ocracoke starting 
Tuesday, May 25.
Service between Hatteras and Ocracoke will increase from 52 to 60 daily 
departures.
At the busy Hatteras terminal, starting at 8 in the morning, ferries depart every 30 
minutes until 6:30 in the evening. The earliest ferry is 5 from Hatteras; the latest 
midnight.
From the Ocracoke dock, departures are scheduled every 30 minutes starting at 
9:30 in the morning and going to 8 at night. The earliest ferry from Ocracoke 
leaves at 4:30; the last ferry departs at midnight.
On Pamlico Sound, the Cedar Island-Ocracoke and Swan Quarter-Ocracoke routes 
will each increase service from six to eight daily departures.
For a complete schedule on all ferry routes, visit ncferry.org, or call 1-800-BY-
FERRY.
The schedule and start time for the passenger ferry between Hatteras and 
Ocracoke’s Silver Lake has not been announced.

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9hFON0kkAA8vXtZEssgCyEg-3Dd7Tm_jrUqf5zwH7FzSx1F7hMR7-2FjQNZm1ybgIkK8nT6npAYDMIqtd1VLoEHB-2Bl2rh7pJEnVCcdLzyf8qQwlgFgQkdFTUgjE4Pt0rEoeTprkzq4QwE5HLrWQygmdk8-2B5H0-2BNOKieVwNlrA9PkpwL5lCBZRZ0tOv6GR-2BpdB6lfZniiY88LLlbePxQ-2FawiwcnfM3Zoc1d1Lr8YRR4vzjpXWo63NklO2dWkyzpxMPG8vJeH9-2FO40s-2F76nVlBynMrISyzMN6VFzIv-2FUxhSQvQdOZVfZMXeJoGQdC2eqq3MPWBeh26R9dKlxjWBzE4yuCgJzawqzB6bepd-2BINjU-2FeRbpodPvAO0UQVpj-2FeS-2BOnVffwCS0oAkn4-3D


Jamie Krizer, Assistant Director for Communications for the state’s Department of 
Transportation wrote in response to an email query, “We’re working to secure 
passenger ferry service this summer.”
Legislation is working its way through the General Assembly for lease funding.
An amendment has been adopted for HB 165 allocating $943,000 to the Ferry 
Division to be used to lease a passenger ferry. As of May 21, the legislation has 
passed the House and is in the Senate’s Rules and Operations Committee. 

Cape Hatteras National Seashore seeks public help with identifying perpetrator 
of recent alleged crime
Law enforcement rangers at Cape Hatteras National Seashore, special agents with 
the National Park Service’s Investigative Services Branch and the Dare County 
Sheriff’s Office, are seeking the public’s assistance on information about an 
alleged kidnapping that occurred in the Seashore on Wednesday, May 12.
An adult female Seashore visitor reports being kidnapped from the Coquina Beach 
Access restrooms by an adult white male at about 6:45 in the evening.
She was forced to drive to Little Kinnakeet Beach Access on Hatteras Island, north 
of Avon.
Once at the Little Kinnakeet Beach Access parking lot, the victim reports she 
escaped west from the ocean-side beach and fled on foot south along NC 12 until 
she was picked up by a passing motorist.
The alleged kidnapper was described as six feet tall with light colored hair, scruffy 
chin hair and possibly a thin mustache. He most likely fled the scene by foot along 
NC 12 or the beach the evening of May 12.
For additional details, see the write-up in Island Free Press dot org
Folks with information are asked contact the Investigative Services Branch by 
calling or texting the ISB Tip Line at 888-653-0009, or by submitting an 
anonymous tip at nps dot gov slash I b s or emailing nps underscore I s b at n p s 
dot gov.  

Above-normal hurricane season predicted
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center is predicting another above-normal Atlantic 
hurricane season. Forecasters predict a 60% chance of an above-normal season. 
However, experts do not anticipate the historic level of storm activity seen in 
2020. 
For 2021, NASA is predicted a likely range of 13 to 20 named storms with winds of 
39 mph or higher, of which 6 to 10 could become hurricanes with winds of 74 



mph or higher. Some 3 to 5 major hurricanes in category 3, 4 or 5; with winds of 
111 mph or higher are expected.
The Atlantic hurricane season extends from June 1 through November 30. But 
already the first named storm has occurred. Subtropical storm Ana is 200 miles 
northeast of Bermuda and is sending swells toward Hatteras Island’s east-facing 
beaches.
All residents in coastal regions or areas prone to inland flooding from rainfall are 
reminded to be prepared for the 2021 hurricane season. Visit FEMA’s Ready dot 
gov to be prepared for the hurricane season  
The National Hurricane Center’s website is hurricanes dot gov.

Gas shortage little impact on business
Two weeks ago, a ransomware attack shutdown the Colonial Pipeline which 
supplies gasoline, jet fuel and diesel fuel to the eastern United States.
Possible fuel shortages created long lines at local gasoline stations. Panic buying, 
in the short term, exhausted island stations supply.
Fortunately, some fuel deliveries moderated the panic and by last weekend lines 
were no longer seen at local gas stations.
Business correspondent Tom Hranicka writes “a brief survey of island businesses 
suggested that after the initial period of concern passed the impact on island 
business was negligible.

On Monday, Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative is sponsoring its drive-through 
annual meeting along Light Plant Road. Starting at 5 p.m., Johnny’s Barbecue 
sandwiches will be handed out along with this year’s goodie bag.

Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras

Weekly news summary for May 30th, 2021:

This weekend is the official start of Hatteras Island’s summer season.
Lots of national seashore programs are offered for the first time this week. An art and 
music festival is planned for Wednesday. Hatteras Island, Dare County and North 



Carolina are more relaxed. However, coronavirus is still with us and the nation. So, we’ll 
start this week’s summary with a COVID-19 update.

On Thursday, North Carolina reported its 1 millionth positive test for COVID-19, some 
450 days after reporting its first.
Since March 2020, deaths of North Carolinians from coronavirus number 13,078, 
according to the state’s Department of Health and Human Services.
The new case count on Friday, May 28, was 738. Some 694 people were hospitalized 
with the virus. 
On North Carolina’s Dashboard on May 28, 53 percent have received one dose and 
almost 49 percent are fully vaccinated. Dare County remains ahead of the statewide 
totals. In Dare, 59.4 percent have one shot and 55.3 are fully vaccinated.
Dare County is only issuing COVID-19 information on Tuesdays. On May 25, the county 
had a cumulative total of 3,221 positive, lab-confirmed cases. Currently, residents with 
positive cases numbered 10, all of whom were in home isolation. No one was 
hospitalized with the virus. The Dare County death count stands at 15.

Virginia man apparently drowned at south end of Hatteras Island
A 46-year-old man from Falls Church, Virginia, died in an apparent drowning at the 
south end of Hatteras Island Friday evening, reports the National Park Service.
At 9:34 p.m., a Cape Hatteras National Seashore visitor reported finding a body floating 
in ocean water at the end of Pole Road, located at the south end of Hatteras Island.
Two Seashore Rangers, Dare County Emergency Medical Services and Hatteras Island 
Rescue Squad responded to the incident.
Family members of the man stated that he was surf fishing prior to the water-related 
incident, reported the park service.
Ocean conditions in the area were reported to be rough.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore Updates
The Cape Hatteras National Seashore reported 588,904 in the first four months of 2021. 
This is the highest level of visitation through the first four months of any year in the 
history of the seashore. Over a quarter million people visited the seashore in April.Two 
new interpretive panels are installed. One tells the story at the United States Weather 
Bureau Station in Hatteras village and the other at the British Cemetery in the Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse district.
Lifeguards returned to the Seashore's four lifeguarded beaches on Saturday, May 29. 
From Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day, lifeguards are on duty from 9 to 5 at 
Coquina Beach, Old Lighthouse Beach, Frisco Beach Access and at Ocracoke’s 
lifeguarded beach.



Dr. Beach has again tapped two Cape Hatteras National Seashore beaches for top ten 
beaches in the United States of America. Earning third place is the Ocracoke Lifeguarded 
Beach. The Old Lighthouse Beach in Buxton ranks fifth.
Stephen Leatherman, director of the Florida International University’s Laboratory for 
Coastal Research, has chosen America’s Top 10 beaches since 1991.
More ranger-led educational programs and activities started Saturday, May 29.

On the Beaches, birds, sea turtle nests and vehicle fire
The Cape Hatteras National Seashore field summary for May 27 shows
26 American Oystercatcher chicks, with nine on Hatteras Island and 11 on Ocracoke
Big numbers of active colonial waterbird nests with 407 on Hatteras Island
One active piping plover nest with one chick at Cape Point
And three sea turtle nests on Hatteras Island and 8 on Ocracoke.
Outer Banks Forever, the official non-profit partner working for the Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore Wright Brothers and Fort Raleigh, announced the start of its 2021 
adopt-a nest program. Adopt a sea turtle nest, make a donation, get a certificate with 
location and species and then information when the nest hatches. Go to O B X forever 
dot org to reserve a sea turtle nest.
On Wednesday, May 26, a vehicle fire on the beach just south of Avon was quickly 
extinguished with no injuries during the incident, reports the Island Free Press.
A red Jeep became stuck in the sand around noon on Wednesday, close to Ramp 38. 
While the driver, a Virginia man, was trying to get the vehicle out of the soft sand, a 
bystander noticed smoke coming out of the engine area of the vehicle, and told the 
driver.
The driver and his dog got out of the vehicle before the fire engulfed the truck.
The National Park Service and Avon Volunteer Fire Department responded to the 911 
call, with the Avon VFD staging at the Ramp 38 parking lot and extending the fire hose 
to the beach. The fire was quickly extinguished. 

Two arrests for drugs
On the night of May 22, at about 10:53, a Sheriff’s Deputy conducted a traffic stop on a 
vehicle on NC 12 in Buxton. During the stop, the Deputy noticed an odor of marijuana 
coming from the vehicle. During the search of the vehicle an amount of 
Methamphetamine, Hydrocodone, Marijuana, THC Oil and Drug Paraphernalia were 
located and seized. 
Michael Raymond Zielinski, 30, of Buffalo, New York was arrested and charged with 
felony Possession of Methamphetamine and misdemeanor Possession of Marijuana. 
Zielinski was released on a $10,000 secured bond. Another person in the vehicle, who is 
a juvenile, will be charged by juvenile petition for three misdemeanors including 
Possession of Hydrocodone, Marijuana and Marijuana Paraphernalia.



The night of May 26 at about 9:45, Hatteras Island Sheriff’s deputies served a warrant 
on an individual for two counts of Possession of Methamphetamine on NC 12 in Frsico. 
While serving the warrants, the Deputies recovered and seized an amount of cocaine 
and methamphetamine off Kenneth James Koci, 48, from the 54700 block of Hwy 12, 
Frisco. He was arrested are released on $10,000 secured bond.

Salvo Community Cemetery has new section of fence.
Thanks to a team of local volunteers, a new fence has been installed on the sound-facing 
border of the historic Salvo Community Cemetery to further protect it from damage or 
accidental intruders, reports the Island Free Press. 
The new fence is part of a wave of improvements to the 146-year-old landmark, which 
includes new landscaping, installing signage for visitors, and resetting a handful of 
dislodged headstones.
Island Free Press has an extensive article about the efforts to care for the cemetery. The 
article concludes: “visitors to the Salvo Day Use Area are encouraged to use caution and 
to treat the active cemetery with respect. Please do not enter the cemetery, or launch 
watersports equipment from the bulkhead barrier, and please steer clear of vulnerable 
gravesites and stones, which have often been standing for a century or more.”

Hurricane season starts Tuesday, June 1
Dare County Emergency Management encourages all Dare County residents, non-
resident property owners, and business owners to visit Dare N C dot com slash reentry 
to obtain a 2021 reentry permit. Permits can be obtained via the online system at any 
time. Reentry permits are issued as a PDF file via email. Once issued, reentry permits 
expire at the end of the calendar year.
Dare County businesses owners who have been approved in the past do not need to 
reapply. Their assigned “administrator” can manage permits and only needs to contact 
Dare County Emergency Management if changes to their accounts need to be made.
In order to enter the county following a mandatory evacuation, individuals must present 
a current and valid reentry permit. Expired reentry permits will not be accepted.
Dare County Emergency Management also reminds individuals to sign up to receive 
emergency alerts, including severe weather watches and warnings, public safety and 
emergency-related warnings, county-wide evacuation orders and other time-critical 
notifications—via the new OBX Alerts platform by visiting O B X Alerts dot com.

Art and Music combo on June 2 in Rodanthe
Rock The Cape returns to Hatteras Island on Wednesday, June 2, for a full day of art and 
music at Kitty Hawk Kites’ Waves Village Watersports Resort in Rodanthe.
The family-friendly, free event starts with an artisan market and concludes with a 
concert.



The Rock The Cape Island Art Show starts at noon on the lawn at Kitty Hawk Kites in 
Rodanthe. 
Live music begins at 2 o’clock with Hatteras Island musician Rory Kelleher playing at the 
art show.
Starting at 5 Hatteras musicians Izzy Pop, Mary Joy McDaniel, and The Mumz kick off a 
sunset concert on the deck at Good Winds Restaurant. Guests are encouraged to bring 
blankets and beach chairs to enjoy the free live music.
Making a Hatteras Island debut, Stereo in Words will close out the evening with original 
music that is heavily influenced by the alternative college rock of their youth.
Rock The Cape was started in 2012 by the Dare County Arts Council as an initiative to 
celebrate the galleries, artists, and artistic community on Hatteras Island.

June 3 update meeting on Rodanthe Bridge
State transportation officials will hold a virtual project update meeting June 3 on the 
ongoing Rodanthe Bridge project.
The bridge, which is currently under construction just north of Rodanthe, is a long-term 
transportation solution for N.C. 12. The N.C. Department of Transportation is raising the 
highway onto a 2.4-mile bridge that extends over Pamlico Sound between the southern 
end of the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge and Rodanthe.
The bridge is due for completion in late 2021 or early 2022.
To join the meeting from your computer, tablet, or smartphone, go to: global dot go to 
meeting dot com slash join slash 651543237.
Participants can submit comments before, during, or after the meeting by sending 
feedback to N C 12 dash Rodanthe@public input dot com. 
Go to Island Free Press for additional information about participating by phone.
And just a note, after two delays, on Thursday, the remaining horizontal portion of the 
old Bonner Bridge was blown up. Three vertical support towers remain.
At the northern end of Hatteras Island, a remnant portion of the old Bonner Bridge 
remains. NCDOT is creating a fishing pier. The pier is not finished and not yet open to 
the public.

Please be careful with fire.
Hatteras Island is extremely dry. Please be careful with grills. And, Hatteras Island has an 
ordinance prohibiting fireworks. Please do not shoot off fireworks.

Now, be safe out there. Pay attention to beach conditions. Stay well. Thanks for 
listening. This is Radio Hatteras.



Weekly news summary for June 6th, 2021:

Only a half-mile separates the two parts of the Rodanthe bridge 
The Rodanthe Bridge is 75% complete and NCDOT is aiming to finish the structure by the 
end of 2021 or the beginning of 2022.
Expenditures now total just over $133 million.
A half-mile separates the two construction sides of the bridge. That closeness is 
reflected in the bridge parts already in place: 18 to be installed 90 of 108 bents installed 
with 55 piles that must be driven. Only 100 girders remain to be set and 27 deck spans 
must be poured.
Pile driving should be complete in early September if the weather cooperates.
When three to four more spans are completed on the north end, the trestle will be 
dismantled and rails and cranes will be trucked off the northern part of the bridge. The 
crews on the south end, which have completed the majority of the structure, will make 
the connection.
Hernandez reported that the Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative has finished part of 
Phase 1 of its transmission relocation project. At the project’s south end, riser poles and 
an underground bore have been installed. Work is underway at the northern end.
Roadway work at the south end of the project will like take place late fall or early 
winter.
With summer’s high temperatures, Hernandez said that concrete pours will occur 
between 2 and 4 a.m.
When the bridge is finished and open, NC 12 will shift to the new structure. The 
remnant portion that extends northward from about Island Convenience to the end of 
Mirlo Beach subdivision will likely carry a four-digit NCDOT number. At the remnant’s 
northern end, NCDOT will install sandbags and an east-west dune. A turnaround is 
envisioned. 
As a reminder, the current NC 12 pavement from the northern Rodanthe border to the 
northern start of the bridge will be removed as part of the project. 
NCDOT provides quarterly updates about construction progress for the Rodanthe 
Bridge. The next update is set for Sept. 2 at 6 o’clock. The June 3 meeting was held 
virtually. The September meeting will be provided virtually and most likely in person in 
Rodanthe.

Cape Hatteras Secondary’s Class of 2021 celebrates scholarships
Over $500,000 in scholarships were awarded to the Class of 2021 at Cape Hatteras 
Secondary School of Coastal Studies during a Senior Celebration on May 25.



During the ceremony, 90 scholarships were awarded to 34 members of the Class of 
2021. Additional academic honors were awarded 29 students, reported The Coastland 
Times.
During the ceremony, College of the Albemarle certificates and degrees were handed to 
six students.
Three students completed associate degrees at College of The Albemarle while still 
attending high school.
Laura Hooper graduated with her Associate of Arts degree magna cum laude. She will 
attend Meredith College with a scholarship valued at $92,000.
Laya Barley, who will attend East Carolina University to study pediatric nursing, and Eliza 
Quidley both graduated with their Associate of Arts degree cum laude. Quidley will 
attend North Carolina State University to study biology for the medical field.
Joseph Al Hodges completed the course necessary for a Career and College Certificate in 
Fire Protection Technology from Fayetteville Technical Community College.
Emmiline Grace Baker completed a 32-credit hour pathway for a Career and Promise 
Pathway Certificate from College of The Albemarle. She will attend Clarion University of 
Pennsylvania with a scholarship valued at $24,000.
Maria Rose Bradley completed a 32-credit hour pathway for a Career and Promise 
Certificate from College of The Albemarle. She will also attend Clarion University of 
Pennsylvania with a scholarship valued at $24,000.
Making the College of The Albemarle presentations was John Hunting who serves as the 
college’s liaison with Dare County Schools.
Daniel Lee Heister will report to the U.S. Army at Ft. Benning, Ga. in July. He will be 
trained for reconnaissance as a Calvary Scout. At the celebration, Heister was awarded a 
911 Yellow Ribbon Award of $150,000 to use at any college or university in the United 
States during or after his Army service. Heister lives in Buxton and since October 2020, 
has served as a junior volunteer firefighter with Buxton Volunteer Fire Department. 
The evening celebrates student achievement, but also organizations raising funds to give 
Hatteras Island and other Dare County students financial support for post-secondary 
education. Some of the scholarships are memorials to family members. Memorials are 
also sponsored for community members and those associated with Hatteras Island 
education.
During the two-hour ceremony, three academic awards were announced.
Thirteen graduating seniors were tapped as North Carolina Scholars
STEM honors which stands for Science, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics courses 
beyond those required for high school graduation. The class of 2021 at Cape Hatteras 
Secondary had six students achieve this honor. 
Ten members of the Class of 2021 received membership in National Technical Honor 
Society for completing a specific pathway of Career and Technical Education courses.



Sheriff’s May 2021 blotter shows three felony crimes on Hatteras Island.
The Dare County Sheriff has posted the Sheriff’s Blotter of felony crimes committed 
during May 2021. The crimes were evenly spread among unincorporated areas: Hatteras 
Island had three; Roanoke Island four; and Colington four.
On May 13, breaking and entering and larceny were committed in 57000 block of C 
Deering Ridge Road in Hatteras village. Household items were stolen.
On May 18, someone obtained Property by False Pretenses in the 41000 block of NC 12, 
Avon. The crime was labeled a shipping scam
On May 24, a person was charged with identity theft for unauthorized financial card 
transactions.
The crime was committed in the 48000 block of Quidley Lane, Buxton. 

Two water incidents occurred this week
On Thursday, June 3, residents in Avon are asked to conserve water due to water main 
break between Avon and Buxton.
About 3:30 in the afternoon, the Dare County Water Department asked all water users 
in Avon to reduce water consumption in an effort to sustain a pressurized water system 
within the village.
Water department crews had to dig to uncover the break, then dewater the site before 
repairing the water line.
An estimated time for the repair to be completed was between 7:30 and 8:30 and water 
started flowing at regular pressure at 8:15.
The break was in the Haulover area, a geologically unstable area.
 
On Friday, June 4, NCDOT warned travelers on Hatteras Island’s NC 12 to slow down and 
pay close attention because heavy rainfall has left some standing water on N.C. 12 south 
of the Oregon Inlet Bridge.
The N.C. Department of Transportation reported standing water was heaviest on N.C. 12 
between Whalebone and Rodanthe.
People should never drive through flooded roads. A foot of water can cause vehicles to 
float and two feet of rushing water can carry away vehicles.
Motorists should drive at least 5-to-10 mph slower than the speed limit on wet 
pavement. 

Shrimp management amendment out for public comment.
The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries is accepting public comment on proposed 
management changes to further reduce bycatch of non-target species and minimize 
ecosystem impacts.



Draft Amendment 2 to the Shrimp Fishery Management Plan contains a suite of 
management options that range broadly from status quo to a complete closure of all 
inside waters, including Pamlico Sound, to shrimp trawling.
The management options included:

 Area closures to protect submerged aquatic vegetation or oyster beds;
 Shrimp management of Special Secondary Nursery Areas;
 Creating permanent or seasonal closures in the Pamlico Sound region;
 Shrimp trawl gear modifications; and
 Shrimp trawl effort limitations.

Public comment may be delivered in three ways: Sign Up to Speak at an Advisory 
Committee Meeting, submit online comments, mail comments. Go to Island Free Press 
for online links.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to 16 Outer Banks bowlers who were on hand for the 2021 National 
Women’s Bowling Tournament at Reno, Nevada, held April and May.
Former Hatteras Islander Kay Knowles received a patch and medallion for having 
participated in 20 National Tournaments. Bonnie Gray who comes from Avon received a 
first year tournament pin. Four teams from the OBX Bowling Center in Nags Head were 
able to attend this year’s event.

Congratulations to Joseph Caroppoli (Ka ro po li) from Buxton for winning the People’s 
Choice Award for his painting “Fierce Beauty” in the 24th Mollie Fearing Memorial Art 
Show. The show was held during May at the Dare County Arts Council. Visitors to the 
show voted for the People’s Choice award.

Upcoming this week
On Monday, June 7, Dare County Board of Commissioners are scheduled to conduct 
two public hearings.
The first hearing, which is set for 9:15 a.m., addresses the Avon Beach Nourishment 
Project. The county proposes two county service districts: District A with properties east 
of NC 12 from south of Due East Road to the Avon village line and District B which 
includes all properties in Avon.
Following the Avon hearing will be the required public hearing about the Manager’s 
recommended budget for Fiscal Year 2022. The document is available for review at 
darenc.com.
Public comments for the hearings and on other issues can be made in person in the 
Commissioners Meeting Room, Dare County Administrative Building, 954 Marshall C. 
Collins Drive, Manteo, or in the Fessenden Center Annex, 47013 Buxton Back Road, 
Buxton. 



Other agenda items include consideration of a conditional use permit for Outer Banks 
Gas and LP in East Lake; plat review for Hatteras Island Reserve, a four-lot subdivision in 
Hatteras village; and Dare County Tourism Board requests for consent to buy the Town 
of Nags Head’s ownership share of the Event Site and to hire Coastal Engineering & 
Surveying for design and engineering services related to remodeling the server room 
and marketing area of the bureau’s administrative offices.
The commissioners will take up a resolution modifying the permit for the county’s C&D 
landfill to accept debris from Hyde and Tyrrell counties and incorporated municipalities 
in those counties. 

On Tuesday, June 8, the Dare County Board of Education will hold its regularly 
scheduled monthly meeting at First Flight High School. The meeting starts at 5 o’clock.
Dare County Schools Superintendent John Farrelly will report on the summer learning 
program, and newly created positions. The board will consider adopting 10 amended 
policies and one new regulation and approve an interim budget. 

The Breeches Buoy Apparatus Drill is held every week on Thursdays at 2 o’clock until 
September 6 at the Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station and Historic Site in Rodanthe. For 
more information, visit Chicamacomico dot org.

Beach cleanups are scheduled.
On Saturday, June 12, from 7:30 to 11:30 in the morning, at the Old Lighthouse Beach 
Access volunteers and park service staff will sweep the beach. Children under 18 must 
be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
On the same day and at the same time, North Carolina Beach Buggy Association 
members will be stationed at off-road vehicle ramps in the Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore to hand out trash bags to collect litter off the beach.

Cape Hatteras Secondary School graduation for the Class of 2021 is set for Saturday, 
June 12, 2021 at 7 p.m. in the campus gymnasium.

Be safe out there. Stay well. Thank you for listening to this news show and our all-
volunteer station, which is Radio Hatteras.



Weekly news summary for June 13th, 2021:

This is Radio Hatteras. Hello. I’m Grace with the Weekly News Summary for Sunday, 
June 13, 2021.

Congratulations to all the Cape Hatteras Secondary School graduates.
On Saturday night, 55 young people commenced another part of their life’s journey.
From its Kindergarten beginning, this Class of 2021 has been one of the largest to ever 
attend the Hatteras Island school. Through elementary school, the class size demanded 
three classrooms for students.
For the commencement ceremony, six rows of graduates, not the usual four, graced the 
risers.
Thanks to the generosity of organizations, individuals and corporations, members of this 
class have a head start on post-secondary education. Awarded scholarships total over 
half a million dollars.
The commencement was a joyous occasion for families and friends.

For families with students remaining in the Dare County Schools, here’s an update on 
this month’s board of education meeting.
On Tuesday evening, June 8, Dare County’s school board listened to nine speakers who 
wanted their children mask-free in Dare Schools.
Parents argued for the right to make a decision for their children. “We should have 
choices,” intoned another parent. The speakers uniformly told the board “you work for 
us.” 
At the beginning of the meeting, Dare Schools Superintendent John Farrelly said, “it’s 
not a local decision.”
The CDC continues to recommend masks in schools. North Carolina Department of 
Health and Human Services follows CDC guidance and then sends the guidelines onto 
the counties.
The CDC’s mask recommendation is found in Governor Roy Cooper’s Executive Order 
215, which was renewed on Friday, June 11, the day the order was set to expire.
Executive Order 215 with masks to be worn inside schools remains in effect until July 30, 
2021, at 5 p.m.
Dare’s Board of Education also:
 Set the 2021-2022 meeting and school visiting schedule
 Approved on second reading 10 policies and one regulation with an amendment to 
the Student Laptop User Agreement to allow fees to be waived or reduced.
 Approved an interim operating budget, since the state budget has yet to be 
determined and



 Adopted a Mental Health Improvement Plan
Farrelly declared that Dare Schools is not interested in providing a virtual option next 
year as the option is prohibitively expensive.

Avon Beach Nourishment tax districts approved
On June 7, Dare County Board of Commissioners approved two special tax districts 
associated with the Avon Beach Nourishment Project
Oceanside properties east of N C 12 from Due East lane to Avon’s Southern boundary 
will be charged 25 cents per $100 dollars of assessed value. All other Avon properties 
will pay 5 cents per $100 dollars of assessed value.
In order to cover periodical replenishing, the assessment will be on-going, writes Radio 
Hatteras Business Correspondent Tom Hranicka.
The next steps for the project are to complete the permitting process, bid the 
construction contract and get financing approved by the state’s local government 
commission. The only potential issue to throw the project off track, says Hranicka, 
would be if the bids come in higher than expected as no additional funds are available to 
cover significant extra costs. Construction of the project is expected in 2022.

Dare’s commissioners deny Tourism Board request
On Monday, June 7, Dare County Board of Commissioners refused to consent to a 
Tourism Board request.
It’s the first time in recent memory that the board had taken such an action.
The county’s Tourism Board requested to pay back the Town of Nags Head $2,336,107 
dollars. The money was used to purchase the Soundside Event Site in 2007. The 
proposal was for a payment this month of $600,000 and $100,000 annually for 10 years. 
The event site is comprised of three commercial lots and Nags Head owns just over 41 
percent of Lots 1 and 2 and almost 59 percent of Lot 3.
At the meeting, Commissioner Ervin Bateman motioned to approve the request. No 
second was offered and the motion failed. After discussion, Commissioner Steve House 
made a motion to table the request to the first meeting in August, 2021. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Jim Tobin. The vote was unanimous. The message to 
the Tourism Board is to return to the commissioners with a plan for the Event Site.
The commissioners did approve a request from the Tourism Board to spend $18,500 
dollars on design for remodeling the server room and marketing area of the bureau’s 
building.
The commissioners approved the budget for Fiscal Year 2022. The adopted budget does 
NOT call for an increase in property taxes. The rate remains 40.05 cents per $100 
valuation. The budget does increase the sanitation tax for unincorporated Dare County 
to 9 cents per $100 valuation and a 2 percent increase in water rates.
The commissioners also approved



 a conditional use permit for Outer Banks Gas and LP in East Lake.
 a four-lot subdivision called Hatteras Island Reserve in Hatteras village
 and a resolution modifying the permit for the county’s C&D landfill to accept debris 
from Hyde and Tyrrell counties and the town of Columbia.
The board reappointed Susan Gray and Joe Kierskowski as trustees of the Rodanthe-
Waves-Salvo Community Building.
The commissioners announced on Wednesday this past week that at their next meeting, 
June 21, they will consider an Asset Purchase Agreement for the sale of Dare Home 
Health and Hospice to BrightSpring.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore Resource Report 
As of June 10, American oystercatchers have five chicks at Cape Point, six on Hatteras 
Island and a dozen on Ocracoke.
Colonial waterbirds have 150 chicks on Hatteras Island.
Piping plover have five chicks at Cape Point and no chicks on Bodie Island, South Beach 
or Ocracoke.
Two Wilson’s plover chicks are somewhere on Hatteras Island.
As of June 12, 50 sea turtles have established nests on Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
beaches. Three turtle nests are located in the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge 
beaches.

Additional Updates about the national seashore
Cape Hatteras National Seashore hosted over 900,000 visits in the first five months of 
2021. This is the highest level of visitation to start a year on record. 316,898 visits 
occurred last month, a 53,000 visit increase over May 2019.
Meaghan Johnson was recently selected as the chief of resource management and 
science for Cape Hatteras National Seashore, Cape Lookout National Seashore, Fort 
Raleigh National Historic Site, Moores Creek National Battlefield and Wright Brothers 
National Memorial.
Reminder: Off-road vehicle permits can only be purchased online at recreation dot gov. 
or over the phone by calling 877-444-6777.

Passenger Ferry between Hatteras village and Ocracoke will return
The North Carolina General Assembly has sent legislation to Governor Roy Cooper 
providing $700,000 for leasing a passenger ferry to operate between Hatteras village 
and Ocracoke’s Silver Lake. No date has been set for starting the service.
For additional details, see Connie Leinbach’s Ocracoke Observer article published on 
Island Free Press. Included in the Ocracoke Observer article is an update on the 
passenger ferry under construction in Swansboro.



COVID-19 update; big payoff 
Since late December, 60 percent of eligible Dare County residents have received an 
initial dose of the COVID-19 vaccine and 56 percent are fully vaccinated.
On Thursday, Governor Cooper announced a $4 million dollar Summer Cash and college 
tuition drawings to motivate people to get vaccinated against coronavirus.
Four vaccinated North Carolinians 18 and older will win $1 million dollars each and four 
North Carolinians ages 12 to 17 will win tuition for post-secondary education. Executive 
Order 219, which has concurrence from the North Carolina Council of State, authorizes 
the drawings.
North Carolinians 18 and over who have received at least one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine will be automatically entered into four drawings for a chance to win a $1 million 
cash prize. Youth between the ages of 12 and 17 who have received at least one dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine will be automatically entered into four drawings to win $125,000 
towards post-secondary education. The $125,000 can be used at any post-secondary 
institution and is awarded in the form of a NC 529 account.
Learn more at Summer Vax Cash dot com.

Now, stay safe out there. Check the weather and rip current reports daily. Stay well. 
From all the station volunteers thanks for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.



                     Public Service Announcements:

APRIL: 

Insert when ready. Then at Noon, 2 and 3, today, April 29.

This is Radio Hatteras with a beach hazards statement from the National Weather Service.

The National Weather Service has issued a Beach Hazards Statement that is in effect through this 
evening, April 29.
Dangerous rip currents and large breaking waves are expected for beaches from Cape Hatteras to 
Hatteras village. Strong longshore currents in the surf zone are expected for beaches north of Cape 
Hatteras.
The weather service warns that rip currents can sweep even the best swimmers away from shore into 
deeper water. Dangerous shore break can throw a swimmer or surfer head first into the bottom causing 
neck and back injuries. Strong longshore currents will create dangerous swimming conditions.
The most likely time for strong rip currents to occur is a couple hours either side of low tide, which will 
occur around 4 o’clock this afternoon.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

5:30 p.m., April 21, 2021
Live broadcast

This is Radio Hatteras with a message for folks in Buxton.

The state’s gypsy moth program manager has sent the following message.
Gyspy moth treatment in Buxton is set for Thursday, April 22. This is the second treatment.
The aerial treatment starts in the early morning. The material being applied is a certified organic product 
that contains a naturally occurring bacteria. All treatments are weather dependent.

This is Radio Hatteras. 

Art Show set for April 2 and 3
Light House Local Artists will host a two-day art show, Friday, April 2 and Saturday, April 3. 
The public is welcome to attend and discover a wealth of unique treasures by local artists and 
craftsman.
The event will be held at the Buxton Family Life Center, which is across the street from the tennis courts 
at the Cape Hatteras Secondary School, Buxton.
More than 20 local artisans will be represented at the show
Facemasks are required and attendees should adhere to social distancing guidelines at the indoor event.
The art show will take place from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. on both Friday and Saturday. The event is free.



May: 

Insert sometime Tuesday night. Insert at 6:30, 7:30, 11:30 a.m. and noon, Wednesday, May 26, 2021.

Oregon Inlet bridge will close for 15 minutes Wednesday afternoon

On Wednesday, between noon and 4 o’clock, a 15-minute road closure will happen on the Oregon Inlet 
bridge.
Scheduled demolition of the older Bonner Bridge causes the 15-minute road closure.
Flaggers and advance warning signs will warn motorists. Message boards in Whalebone Junction and 
Rodanthe will also warn motorists.
Boaters in the area should be cautious during the demolition work and stay 1,500 feet away from the 
demolition site.

This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert when ready and then at 1:30, 3:30 p.m., May 21. 

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather alert.

The National Weather Service warns that an easterly swell from a distant subtropical low pressure area 
will impact Eastern North Carolina beaches into early next week.
A beach hazards statement is in effect and warns of high risk for dangerous rip currents, especially along 
east-facing beaches, north of Cape Hatteras.
The weather service urges all beach goers to stay out of Atlantic Ocean waters.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert every 15 minutes until 12:30, May 17, 2021

Today, right now, the Outer Banks Hospital giving away adult or family over-the-counter medicine at the 
Fessenden Center in Buxton. Beach Food Pantry is also giving a box of food enough for three meals.
The event lasts until 1 o’clock this afternoon.

Insert at 1:30 on May 11, 12, 13 and 14.

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services is in its final week of open enrollment for 
NC Medicaid Managed Care. Through Friday, May 14, beneficiaries can choose a primary care provider 



and a health plan for their families’ care in preparation for the launch of NC Medicaid Managed Care on 
July 1.
Beneficiaries can enroll through May 14 online at n c Medicaid plans dot gov or by calling the NC 
Medicaid Enrollment Broker Call Center at 833-870-5500 or through the free NC Medicaid Managed 
Care mobile app available on Google Play or the App Store. 
Beneficiaries who enroll with a health plan have the opportunity to select a Primary Care Provider from 
a list of contracted providers. If a choice is not made, the beneficiary will be automatically enrolled in 
one of four plans to ensure continuous coverage of Medicaid health services.

1. Insert this at 11:30 and 5:30 on Monday and Tuesday, May 10 and 11, and 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. on 
May 12.

Dare Schools Kindergarten registration for the 2021-2022 School Year is underway.

A virtual question and answer session for Cape Hatteras Elementary is scheduled for May 12 at noon 
and at 5:30 in the afternoon. To link to the virtual session, call Kelly Flora, director of elementary 
education, at 252-480-8888. 

To enroll in kindergarten, a child must be five years old on or before August 31, 2021.  
While the majority of the application can be completed online certain items need to be provided to 
schools. Those items include a copy of the birth certificate, proof of residency, and the North Carolina 
Physical Form complete with immunizations (if already completed). Students will not be formally 
enrolled until all information has been received by the individual school. 
To participate in the Spanish Dual Language Immersion program, follow the prompts located within the 
online application to opt-in.
The registration form can be found on the Dare Schools website at dare to learn dot org.

***
2. Then, keep the headline but lop off the top paragraph to make this generic for May, June and July.

Insert the new message once a week on different days at Noon in those three months (if June and July 
are created).

Insert Monday, May 10 at 11:30, 5:30, 7:30
Insert Tuesday, May 11 at 6 and 7 a.m.

May 11 power outage set for four villages on Hatteras Island

Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative has posted an Outage Notice for Tuesday, May 11, 2021, for 
Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon. A five-minute outage is set for 7:30 in the morning.
There will also be a brief outage at the conclusion of work.
Crews are working on maintenance projects for the system.
The rain date is Wednesday, May 12, 2021.

Insert at 1:30 p.m. May 7 and 8, 10 and 11, and 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. May 12, 13, and 14.



Hazardous waste collection set for Friday, May 14 in Buxton
Take hazardous waste to the Buxton Transfer Station on Friday, May 14 from 2 to 4 o’clock.
The list of accepted items is long, but don’t tune out. This is the time to really look around your home 
for the following: paints, polishes, varnishes, paint-related materials, turpentine, aerosol cans, 
adhesives, motor oil, antifreeze, fuel additives, household cleaners, herbicides and insecticides, gasoline, 
mercury, pesticides, pool chemicals, fluorescent light bulbs, automotive batteries, small batteries and 
automotive fluids. 
Materials that are typically not accepted include commercial, business and industrial waste, as well as 
explosives, bullets, radioactive material, 55-gallon drums of material and cylinders, other than propane 
and fire extinguishers.
Residents are asked to mark any unlabeled containers that will be dropped off during the household 
hazardous waste collection. 
If you have questions, call Doug Huff, at Dare County Public Works at 252-475-5843.
The event is co-sponsored by North Carolina Cooperative Extension, North Carolina A and T and North 
Carolina State.

Insert Friday, May 7 at 8:30 a.m., 11:30, 1:30 p.m.

Cape Hatteras baseball team hosts The Sandlot Tournament on Saturday only

Due to weather concerns, The Sandlot Tournament will not be played on Friday.
Instead, the tournament’s three games will be played on Saturday.
The first game starts at 11 o’clock when Cape Hatteras plays Bear Grass. Opening ceremony starts at 
10:45 a.m.
At 12:30, the dedication and naming of the renovated CHSS field house will take place, followed by a 1 
o’clock game featuring Cape Hatteras and Ocracoke.
The final game starts at 3:30 with Ocracoke and Bear Grass on the field.
Knock Cancer Out of the Park is part of the program. A silent auction of baseball and island-themed 
items will be held with proceeds going to the Hatteras Island Cancer Foundation. Cancer survivors and 
families will be honored with an announcement prior to game 3.
The awards ceremony happens at 5:30. 
Admission is $5 for the day. Come enjoy a Saturday of baseball. Bring folding chairs as bleacher space is 
limited.

Insert Thursday, May 5 and 6 at 8:30 a.m., 11:30, 1:30 p.m., 5:30.
Insert Friday, May 7 at 8:30 a.m., 11:30, 1:30 p.m.

Cape Hatteras baseball team hosts The Sandlot Tournament Friday and Saturday

Cape Hatteras Hurricane baseball players host The Sandlot Tournament at the Grady Austin Field Friday 
and Saturday, May 7 and May 8.
The tournament starts Friday night at 6 o’clock with Cape Hatteras taking on Bear Grass.
On Saturday, the first game is 1 o’clock with Cape Hatteras playing Ocracoke. The next game is at 3 
o’clock with Ocracoke and Bear Grass facing off. An awards ceremony follows.



Two special events take place. Long-time Cape Hatteras baseball fan Tom Murphy will be remembered 
before the Friday night game. On Saturday, the newly renovated Cape Hatteras field house will be 
dedicated after another former community member in a ceremony at 12:30.
Knock Cancer Out of the Park is part of the program. A silent auction of baseball and island-themed 
items will be held with proceeds going to the Hatteras Island Cancer Foundation. Cancer survivors and 
families will be honored with an announcement prior to game 3.
Admission is $5 a day. Come enjoy a two days of baseball. Bring folding chairs as bleacher space is 
limited.

June:

Last Claudette on 6.21.21 
Insert shortly at 11:15 or 11:30 a.m. and again at noon.

This is Radio Hatteras with an update about Claudette

All watches and warnings about Claudette have been canceled, reported the National Weather Service 
in Morehead City at 10:12 Monday morning.
The system is about 90 miles north northwest of Buxton with winds at 40 miles per hour.
Claudette is nearing mid-Atlantic coastal waters at 28 miles per hour.
The weather service warns that dangerous marine conditions will continue through mid-week.
Strong rip currents, longshore currents and rough surf will continue along the beaches today.

This is the last local statement issued by the National Weather Service in Newport/Morehead City about 
the effects of Claudette on Hatteras Island and eastern North Carolina. 

Read live at 7:52 a.m., 6.21.21.

This is Radio Hatteras with an update about Claudette

Early this morning, Claudette was 120 miles west north-west of Buxton.
Claudette was moving east northeast at 25 miles per hour
Winds were 40 miles per hour, just above tropical storm force.
About 5 this morning, a strong thunderstorm moved across Rodanthe with gusts at 42 miles per hour. 
Two hours later, wind was south southwest at 14 with gust to 23.
In Frisco, the strongest wind was recorded around 6 this morning with 25 sustained and gust to 36 miles 
per hour.
Tropical Storm Claudette continues to track across Hatteras Island but is expected to move offshore by 
mid-morning.
Even after Claudette moves offshore, dangerous marine conditions and frequent rip currents will 
continue through midweek.



The rest of Monday will be partly sunny with a chance of showers this afternoon and still a bit windy 
with southwest winds up to 25 with gusts at 35, says the National Weather Service in Morehead City.
A 7 a.m. survey of Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo showed NC 12 with minor to moderate ponding in several 
places along the roadway.
Remember: the Dare County Schools Summer Program, Facilities, and Meal Delivery Program will be 
closed today, Monday, June 21. 
And, a Hurricane Preparedness forum is set for tonight, June 21 at 7 o’clock at the Dare County 
Emergency Operations Center. Call James Wooten at 475-5894 for assistance registering for the forum 
in person or virtually.

This is Radio Hatteras.

Update at 12:55 a.m., 6.21.21

This is Radio Hatteras with information on the progress of Claudette

At 11 o’clock, the National Hurricane Center put Claudette past the Wilmington area.
Winds have increased to 35 miles per hour sustained.
The system is traveling east northeast at 20 miles per hour, an increase of three miles per hour.
The National Weather Service in Morehead City estimates tropical storm force winds arriving around 3 
to 3:30 this morning as a major rain band moves over the Outer Banks.
Winds at Frisco were blowing south at 16 miles per hour with gusts to 28.
In Rodanthe, the winds were south southwest at 24 miles per hour with gusts to 31 at around midnight.
A tropical storm has maximum sustained surface winds ranging from 39 to 73 miles per hour using a 
one-minute average.
Seas are now four to six feet and will build to 8 to 11 feet through Monday.

This is Radio Hatteras.

Live at 10:12 p.m., June 20, 2021with mistakes

This is Radio Hatteras with information on the progress of Claudette

At 10 o’clock, the National Weather Service at Morehead City put Claudette about 300 miles southwest 
from Buxton.
Winds remained sustained at 30 miles per hour.
The system is traveling east northeast at 17 miles per hour, a speed that has not changed since 2 p.m.
Winds at Frisco were blowing southwest at 21miles per hour with gusts to 32.
In Rodanthe, the winds were south southwest at 28 miles per hour with gusts to 31 at 10 o’clock.
The National Hurricane Center graphic shows tropical storm force winds arriving in North Carolina 
around 2 this morning.
A tropical storm has maximum sustained surface winds ranging from 39 to 73 miles per hour using a 
one-minute average.
Remember to post observations on Radio Hatteras Facebook page called Hatteras Island Storm 
Reporters.



This is Radio Hatteras.

Read live at 6.20.21 6:28 p.m.
This is Radio Hatteras with late Sunday afternoon update on Claudette

Claudette is forecast to re-strengthen before it leaves the coast of North Carolina.
Locally heavy rainfall and gusty winds are predicted over the Carolinas through Monday morning.
At 5 p.m., Claudette was about 400 miles west of Buxton.
Maximum sustained winds are 30 miles per hour.
Claudette is moving east northeast at 17 miles per hour.
A tropical storm warning remains in effect for Hatteras Island and the Outer Banks.
The weather folks say the island should expect heavy rain bands with thunderstorms embedded so 
flooding rain of 1 to 3 inches is possible.
A marginal threat of tornadoes exists through tomorrow morning.
Minor storm surge flooding of 1 to 3 feet above ground is possible along soundside Hatteras Island.
Overwash of dunes and flooding of properties and roadways will also be possible for locations where 
dune structures are weak.
Claudette will bring dangerous marine conditions with strong winds and seas building to 7 to 10 feet.
The most likely time of arrival of Tropical Storm Force Winds for Eastern North Carolina is after midnight 
tonight into early Monday. Maximum wind gusts are 38 miles per hour in Rodanthe and 46 in Frisco 
through Monday.
Now is the time to prepare. Move vehicles to higher ground. Secure porch furniture, garbage cans and 
other outdoor items.
As the storm progresses, Radio Hatteras seeks information about road conditions, debris, storm surge. 
The station has set up a Facebook page called Hatteras Island Storm Reporters. Please post information 
to the page called Hatteras Island Storm Reporters. Thanks.

This is Radio Hatteras.

Read live at 3 p.m., Sunday, June 20, 2021

This is Radio Hatteras with a Sunday afternoon update on Claudette

A Tropical Storm Warning has been issued for Hatteras Island and Pamlico and Albemarle Sounds.
At 2 o’clock this afternoon, Tropical Depression Claudette was located about 315 miles west of Cape 
Fear, North Carolina. The system has picked up speed and is now moving east northeast at 17 miles per 
hour.
It is forecast to strengthen to a Tropical Storm and move over North Carolina tonight and Monday.
Claudette is expected to bring rain, wind, minor coastal flooding and risk for tornadoes.
Generally 1 to 3 inches of rain is anticipated, however isolated higher amounts are possible. 
The most likely time of arrival of Tropical Storm Force Winds for Eastern North Carolina is after midnight 
tonight through Monday morning. However, this area could see Tropical Storm Force Winds as early as 
this evening.
These strong southerly winds will cause minor water level rises late Tonight through Monday morning 
for oceanside areas south of Cape Hatteras and along the Outer Banks from Rodanthe northward. 
Overwash of dunes and flooding of properties and roadways will also be possible for locations where 
dune structures are weak.



The threat for stronger and more frequent rip currents will continue for area beaches through the 
middle of the week.
As Claudette moves away, winds will shift into the west causing surge issues Soundside Ocracoke and 
Hatteras Island northward. 
Peak Storm Surge Inundation is one to three feet above ground in surge prone areas.
Dangerous marine conditions are also expected, with strong winds and seas building to 7 to 10 feet 
creating treacherous conditions for mariners.
A few tornadoes are possible today across parts of the Carolinas.

Now, a note from Dare County Schools Superintendent: Due to the possibility of increased weather 
concerns from Tropical Storm Claudette, the Dare County Schools Summer Program, Facilities, and Meal 
Delivery Program will be closed tomorrow, Monday, June 21. 

This is Radio Hatteras. 

Read live at 10:39, June 20, 2021

This is Radio Hatteras with a Sunday morning update on Claudette

A Tropical Storm Warning has been issued for Hatteras Island, coastal North Carolina and Pamlico and 
Albemarle Sounds.
At 8 o’clock this morning, Tropical Depression Claudette was located about 390 miles west of Cape Fear, 
North Carolina. The system was moving east northeast at 13 miles per hour.
It is forecast to strengthen to a Tropical Storm and move over North Carolina tonight and Monday.
Claudette is expected to bring heavy rain, windy conditions, minor coastal flooding and risk for 
tornadoes.
Generally 1 to 3 inches of rain is anticipated, however isolated higher amounts are possible. 
The most likely time of arrival of Tropical Storm Force Winds for Eastern North Carolina is after midnight 
tonight through Monday morning. However, this area could see Tropical Storm Force Winds as early as 
this evening.
Maximum wind gusts are 44 in Rodanthe and 47 in Frisco.
These strong southerly winds will cause minor water level rises late Tonight through Monday morning 
for oceanside areas south of Cape Hatteras and along the Outer Banks from Rodanthe northward.
As Claudette moves away, winds will shift into the west causing surge issues Soundside Ocracoke and 
Hatteras Island north through Manteo.
Peak Storm Surge Inundation is one to three feet above ground in surge prone areas. The window of 
concern for storm surge is early Monday morning until Monday evening.
The main threat of tornadoes would be from this afternoon through Monday morning.

This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert when ready; then 6, 7, 8 (if there is no special show), 9 p.m., June 19, 2021.

This is Radio Hatteras with a Saturday update on Tropical storm Claudette

The National Weather Service has issued a Tropical Storm watch for all of the Outer Banks, including 
Hatteras Island.



Tropical Storm Claudette is expected to arrive in this area overnight Sunday into Monday morning.
The greatest threats are heavy rain with potential for flash flooding, isolated tornadoes and severe 
thunderstorms. Claudette is expected to produce rainfall totals of 3 to 6 inches.
Winds from the south are forecast to blow 51 miles per hour in Frisco and 39 miles per hour in 
Rodanthe.
The winds could cause storm surge late Sunday Night into early Monday across the Outer Banks south of 
Cape Hatteras on the Oceanside and in areas along the Pamlico Sound Rodanthe northward.
As Claudette moves away Monday, winds shift to the west causing surge issues on soundside Ocracoke 
and Hatteras Island north through Manteo. The anticipated surge is one to three feet.
The threat of rip currents will be heightened and beachgoers are advised to heed all surf zone 
advisories. 
Residents and visitors are encouraged to monitor updated weather forecasts as there remains 
uncertainty with the exact track and strength of the system. 
Updated information is available from the National Hurricane Center at n h c dot noaa dot gov and the 
local  National Weather Service office at weather dot gov slash m h x.

This is Radio Hatteras. 

Please record this message for Monday, June 14. Insert at 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 11, Noon, 1 and 2

This is Radio Hatteras with a message for Avon residents and visitors.

For all of Avon, a boil water advisory remains effect until 3 o’clock this afternoon.
On Sunday, a water main break may have contaminated Avon’s water distribution system.
Based on that potential, the Dare County Water Department has advised water users in Avon to boil all 
water used for human consumption including drinking, cooking, brushing teeth and making ice or use 
bottled water.
Vigorous boiling for one minute should kill any disease-causing organisms that may be present in the 
water.
Stay safe. Boil water. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 2:45, 3, 3:30, 4, 4:30, 5, 5:30, 6, 7, 9, 10 on June 13.

This is Radio Hatteras with a System Pressure Advisory about water for Avon residents and visitors.

Potable water service to Avon was interrupted at a water main break beside N.C. 12. Once the repair 
was completed, the water system was flushed and returned to normal operation around 2:30 Sunday 
afternoon.
Based on the potential for contamination from the main break, customers in Avon are advised that 
when water is restored, consumers must boil all water used for human consumption including drinking, 
cooking, brushing teeth and making ice or use bottled water. Vigorous boiling for one minute should kill 
any disease-causing organisms that may be present in the water.
Samples will be collected throughout the affected area to confirm the microbiological quality as soon as 
pressure is restored. The System Pressure Advisory will be lifted on Monday, June 14, 2021 at 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon.
If there is a problem, customers will be notified of a continued advisory. Customers may experience 
periods of low pressure and discolored water until full service is restored.



This is Radio Hatteras.

Live at June 13, 2021 circa 9:15 and 9:30

This is Radio Hatteras with a water alert for Avon residents and visitors

At midnight last night, two breaks occurred in the water main supplying water to Avon 
At 10 this morning, two feet of water remained in the elevated tower.
Dare County Water Department anticipates that Avon may run out of water this morning. Initially, water 
users will experience low pressure, then no water.
The water line repair should be completed by noon today.
Once, water is restored, the water department will issue a boil water notice.

Live at 8:45 a.m., June 13, 2021

This is Radio Hatteras with a message for Avon residents and visitors.
At midnight last night, two breaks occurred in the water main supplying water to Avon 
At 8:15 this morning, only four feet of water remained in the elevated tower.
Dare County Water Department estimates that Avon will run out of water around 10 this morning. 
Initially, water users will experience low pressure, then no water.
The water line repair should be completed between noon and 1 o’clock today.
Once, water is restored, the water department will issue a boil water notice.

This is Radio Hatteras.

This is Radio Hatteras

Insert at 11:30 a.m., June 8 to 11 and at 8 a.m., June 12.
Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge will hold its annual Crabbing and Fishing Rodeo on Saturday, June 12 
from 9 in the morning to Noon.
The rodeo for crabbing and fishing takes place in North Pond, next to the Refuge’s visitor center, which 
is for miles south of the Oregon Inlet bridge.
Bring your own equipment but not crab pots or commercial gear. 
No license is required for recreational crabbing, but fishing regulations must be followed.
Park in the visitor center parking lot or a safe location along NC 12 completely off the road. Be careful of 
soft shoulder sand.
Again, the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge annual crabbing and fishing rodeo will be held Saturday, 
June 12 from 9 to noon.

June 3, 2021 at 8:30 p.m. Break-in live by Liz Fox.
This is Radio Hatteras with a message for Avon residents
The water line break between Avon and Buxton has been repaired.
Regular water use can resume.
This is Radio Hatteras.

June 3, 2021



Insert when ready.
Then at top of hour and at each half hour until 7:30. Make last one at 7:45 p.m.

This is Radio Hatteras with a message to the residents of Avon

Residents in Avon are asked to conserve water due to water line break
Due to a water line break between Avon and Buxton on Hatteras Island, the Dare County Water 
Department is requesting that all water users in Avon reduce water consumption in an effort to sustain 
a pressurized water system within the village.
Crews are currently working to repair the water line break; however, it will be a minimum of four to five 
hours before the break is repaired. An estimated time for the repair to be made is around 7:30 or 8:30 
this evening.
The Dare County Water Department appreciates the public’s cooperation in reducing the water 
consumption until the water line is fully repaired and production is restored to full capacity.

This is Radio Hatteras.

Art and Music offered Wednesday, June 2 in Rodanthe
Rock The Cape returns to Hatteras Island Wednesday, June 2, for a full day of art and music at Kitty 
Hawk Kites’ Waves Village Watersports Resort in Rodanthe.
The family-friendly, free event starts with an artisan market and concludes with a concert.
The Rock The Cape Island Art Show starts at noon on the lawn at Kitty Hawk Kites in Rodanthe. 
Live music begins at 2 o’clock at the art show. Starting at 5, Hatteras Island musicians kick off a sunset 
concert. 


