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WMRA News Stories are broadcast at 6:44am and 8:44am during Morning Edition, at 

1:33:30pm during Here and Now, and at 5:44pm during All Things Considered on the 

date indicated and stories are typically 3-9 minutes in length. 
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<WMRL Lexington 60 dBu area> <WMRY Crozet 60 dBu area> 

ISSUE – Refugees 

WMRA News Story: The Global Refugee Crisis, in a Small French Town (4:50 min) 

8/18 Most of us learn about the global refugee crisis through news coverage rather than 

personal experience.  WMRA has been telling the stories of many refugees who have 

settled in Virginia. But what is the refugee experience in quieter parts of the world, far 

from the global media's attention? WMRA’s Marguerite Gallorini takes us to her rural 

hometown in the east of France, called Saint-Loup. 

ISSUE – Politics 

WMRA News Story: An Interview with Democrat Kai Degner, 6th District 

Challenger (7:50 min) 

9/27 Former Harrisonburg Mayor and Councilmember Kai Degner sat down with Bob 

Leweke to talk about his campaign to unseat 6th District Republican Bob Goodlatte in 

this year's election. 

ISSUE – Arts/Culture 

WMRA News Story: Doah Fest... the Festival You May Not Have Heard About (1:48 

min) 

7/11 We are well into music festival season this summer, but there’s one you may not 

have heard about. It’s Doah Fest, near Luray. WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz 

reports. 

WMRA News Story: Redwing Bands You May Have Missed (5:20 min) 

7/15 So you missed the Red Wing Roots Music Festival. Or you went, but couldn’t get to 

see everyone you wanted to see. Well don’t worry, our special correspondent Kara 

Lofton was there and she introduces us to a couple of the artists to watch for in the 

coming year. 

WMRA News Story: Chihamba Festival Celebrates African-American Culture (4:32 

min) 



8/3 Chihamba's 27th African-American cultural arts festival just ended in Charlottesville 

last week. If you missed it, that's okay: WMRA’s Marguerite Gallorini was there and has 

this report on the annual gathering that mixes social activism with good fun. 

 
WMRA News Story: Poetry and Paint Combine in Charlottesville Mural (4:57 min) 

8/3 If you’ve driven through the UVa campus recently, you may have noticed a mural 

going up on the side of the Graduate Hotel. It’s a collaboration with the Charlottesville 

Mural Project, a Philadelphia artist and a prize-winning poet.  WMRA’s Emily 

Richardson-Lorente has the story. 

 
WMRA News Story: Shenandoah National Park's Sound Artist (5:08 min) 

8/19 When most of us think of an artist in residence, we think of painters, potters, or 

maybe even poets. But what about an artist whose medium is sound? Well, that perked 

the ears of WMRA’s Jordy Yager, who has this report. 

 

WMRA News Story: Landscapes of Slavery and Segregation (3:21 min)  

9/7 A new three-part exhibit in Charlottesville brings attention to what it’s calling the 

“Landscapes of Slavery and Segregation.” As WMRA’s Sefe Emokpae explains, it’s all 

part of the 50th anniversary celebration for the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

 

 

ISSUE – Society 

 
WMRA News Story: Mentoring Young Black Men in Charlottesville (4:59 min) 

7/6 Last month, a Charlottesville organization to mentor young men of color beat out 

more than one hundred other groups across the country to get the 100 Black Men of 

America’s chapter of the year award for mentoring.  WMRA’s Jordy Yager talked with 

some of the young men who have excelled in the program, and their mentors. 

 

WMRA News Story: Gearing Up for School Bike Paths in Harrisonburg (4:12 min)  

7/18 Over the years the push for biking and walking paths connecting neighborhoods and 

schools in Harrisonburg has grown; they’ve come to be expected in the city’s planning. 

But progress has a lot of moving parts including cost, engineering concerns, and reluctant 

landowners, as WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports. 
 

WMRA News Story: Sign of the Times: Harrisonburg's Active Shooter Drill (4:06 

min)  

8/9 According to the FBI, from 2000 until 2013 in the United States, 486 people were 

killed in 160 active shooter situations, defined as when a shooting is in progress and “law 

enforcement personnel and citizens have the potential to affect the outcome of the event 

based upon their responses.” Last week in Harrisonburg, various local law enforcement 

and emergency agencies practiced responding to such a situation. WMRA’s Christopher 

Clymer Kurtz attended, and filed this report. A note of caution: While the scenario you 

are about to hear is staged, it also can be frightening. 
 



WMRA News Story: Black Male Town Hall in Charlottesville (1:27 min)  

8/17 Participants at the Black Male Town Hall Tuesday night, August 16, signed up to 

focus on key areas aimed at promoting change in Charlottesville’s African-American 

community. WMRA’s Jordy Yager reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: The American Work Ethic... from a French Perspective (4:08 

min)  

9/22 During this American election year, NPR has been exploring how people in other 

countries view the United States.  WMRA’s Marguerite Gallorini gets the reaction of 

French immigrants to the U.S., in particular how they feel about a distinctly different 

approach the two countries take to work life and vacation time. 

 
WMRA News Story: Finding Grace and Beauty in Shenandoah Park's Darker Past 

(4:31 min)  

9/28 Since it opened in 1936, Shenandoah National Park has welcomed an average of 

well over a million and a half visitors each year. Many of them may not know of the 

park’s painful past. One avid hiker who researched and wrote about that past calls her 

book a “broken-hearted love song to the park,” as WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz 

reports. 

 

 

ISSUE – Education 
 

WMRA News Story: Darden's New "IDEA" Course (4:55 min)  

8/11 Earning an MBA may give you the credentials you need to run a business, but does 

it really prepare you for the uncertainty you’ll face in that role?  Professors at UVa’s 

Darden School of Business thought they could do more to help students prepare for a life 

of executive decision making.  WMRA's Emily Richardson-Lorente has the story. 

 

 

ISSUE – Environment 
 

WMRA News Story: Dormant Tunnel Comes Back to Life (5:57 min)  

8/2 Tucked deep within Afton Mountain is a 19th century train tunnel engineered by 

Cladius Crozet that’s sat dormant for the last 70 years. WMRA’s Jordy Yager went inside 

both the tunnel and local efforts to bring it back to life. 

 

WMRA News Story: Shenandoah Park Goes Greener with New Electric Charging 

Station (4:55 min)  

8/29 If you build it, they will come. That’s the bet Shenandoah National Park is making 

with a new, fuel-efficient, addition to its ranks.  WMRA’s Jordy Yager takes a look at the 

Park’s more climate friendly future. 

 

WMRA News Story: In Some Places (Not All), More Bear Encounters (4:33 min)  



9/5 Recent news reports about bears may give the impression that encounters between 

humans and bears are increasing in number. Whatever the case may be, humans bear a 

responsibility in that mix, as WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 

WMRA News Story: The Future of Climate Change (1:27 min)  

9/8 It’s only their third week of class, but University of Virginia students yesterday got an 

environmental wake up call. WMRA’s Jordy Yager was on hand. 

 

WMRA News Story: Meet Virginia's 37th State Park (4:02 min)  

9/27 On Saturday, Natural Bridge became the 37th Virginia State Park.  The ceremony 

followed a journey involving a tourist attraction under disrepair, troubled finances, and a 

place deep in Virginia's history.  WMRA's Jessie Knadler was at the ceremony and has 

this report. 

 

 

ISSUE – Mental Health 
 

WMRA News Story: Sunflowers Provide Hope for Suicide Prevention (1:29 min)   

9/2 September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, and as nights are getting longer, 

one Harrisonburg family is raising spirits with a symbol of hope: sunflowers. WMRA’s 

Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 

WMRA News Story: Turmoil and Mismanagement at Rockbridge Social Services 

(6:01 min)  

8/25 A report this summer revealed deep problems at the Rockbridge Department of 

Social Services – problems so deep they may have contributed to the death of at least one 

child, and allegations of mismanagement and improper document shredding go back 

years.  WMRA’s Jessie Knadler reports. 

 

WMRA News Story: Holding Rockbridge Social Services Responsible: The Story of 

Michael (5:16 min)  

9/7 A Rockbridge County judge signed an order late in August that officially begins the 

selection process of up to 11 county residents to serve on a special grand jury that will 

investigate Rockbridge County’s social services department. The department has been 

rocked by scandal in recent months after an internal review accused the agency of 

disregarding, even shredding, reports of child abuse and neglect that may have resulted in 

the death of at least one child. As the case gets underway, victims are coming forward 

with disturbing details about the agency. WMRA's Jessie Knadler has one such story. 

 

WMRA News Story: Could Our Immune Systems Influence Social Behavior? (4:46 

min)  

9/15 It has been known for some time that immune cells and their signals can induce 

changes in our central nervous systems -- or CNS. But the link between the immune 

system and social behavior was unknown – until recently, thanks to new research out of 

Charlottesville. WMRA's Marguerite Gallorini reports. 


