
WMLU/WMRA/WMRY/WMRL Issues List 

4th Quarter 2019 

WMRA News Stories are broadcast at 6:44am and 8:44am during Morning Edition, at 1:33:30pm 

during Here and Now, and at 5:44pm during All Things Considered on the date indicated and stories 

are typically 3-9 minutes in length.  

ISSUE – Arts/Culture 

WMRA News Story: (4:59) 

Quidditch in the Queen City by Mike Tripp  10-15-19 

Unless you’ve been living under a sorcerer’s stone, you’ve probably heard of a game called 

"Quidditch."  And you may be aware that it exists not just in the fictional world of Harry Potter, 

but in real life too.  WMRA’s Mike Tripp recently met with one Staunton couple to explain this 

sport, featured during the recent Queen City Mischief & Magic festival. 

WMRA News Story: (4:29) 

Celebrating Art At The Smith House Galleries by Chris Boros   11-7-19 

The Smith House Galleries in Harrisonburg, with the Support of Arts Council of the Valley, 

emphasizes its connection to the community with a space that highlights art from Harrisonburg 

and Rockingham County.  WMRA's Chris Boros spoke with Jenny Burden, Executive Director 

of Arts Council of the Valley, to talk aboutt how the council acquired the Smith House. 

WMRA News Story: (49:07) 

The John Grisham Writers Hour - Jon Meacham by Chris Boros   11-26-19 

WMRA and James Madison University present The John Grisham Writers Hour with special 

guest Jon Meacham, an award-winning historian and biographer who writes about the history of 

division in the United States in his book The Soul of America.  Both writers sat down together on 

the campus of JMU in September 2019. 

WMRA News Story: (5:30) 

Staunton High Schooler Wins National Song-Writing Award by Kimberlea Daggy  12-3-19 

When you think of distinctly American music, you might think jazz, country, hip-hop – and 

maybe musical theatre.  But where do the next Rodgers and Hammerstein or Lin Manuel 

Miranda come from?  Among other places, from Staunton, as WMRA’s Kimberlea Daggy 

reports. 

WMRA News Story: (4:17) 

Making Music For Life With Gayla Mills by Chris Boros   12-6-19 

According to author and musician Gayla M. Mills, music brings people together, it enhances the 

humdrum of daily living and playing it can benefit your life in many ways.  Gayla is the featured 

author for December's Books & Brews.  She recently spoke with WMRA’s Chris Boros who 

asked her to describe when music entered her life. 

WMRA News Story: (15:08) 

Ricky Beaumont Remembers Playing Tiny Tim In 'Scrooge' by Chris Boros  12-24-19 

The tale of Ebenezer Scrooge is timeless with over two dozen film adaptations of Charles 

Dickens' classic. George C. Scott and Henry Winkler have both starred in the title role.  But for 

many, the 1970 musical version called Scrooge with Albert Finney stands out from the 

rest. Ricky Beaumont was 8 years old when he landed the role of Tiny Tim in Scrooge with an 

innocent and emotion filled performance, especially when he's in the spotlight for his signature 

song.  WMRA's Chris Boros tracked down Ricky who lives in the UK to discuss being in 

Scrooge. 



ISSUE – Education 

 

WMRA News Story: (3:47) 

UVa Offers Free Tuition To Lower-Income Students by Megan Pauly   10-3-19 

This fall, the University of Virginia is offering free tuition to students from families making less 

than $80,000 a year. It’s one way they’re trying to increase economic diversity at the school.  But 

for a lot of other universities in Virginia, low to middle-income students often end up paying a 

lot more. In partnership with the Hechinger Report, Megan Pauly from VPM News reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: (8:50) 

Inspiring Kids To Create With Kid Pan Alley by Chris Boros   10-24-19 

Virginia’s Kid Pan Alley is on a mission to empower children to create their own music.  The 

group works with children to give kids an opportunity to work together to write their own song – 

both music and lyrics.  With over 2700 songs written, Kid Pan Alley is celebrating their 

twentieth anniversary with a new album, Best Friends.  The group’s Artistic Director, Paul 

Reisler along with Executive Director, Cheryl Toth, spoke with WMRA’s Chris Boros who 

asked Paul to explain how the group began. 

 
WMRA News Story: (3:31) 

Pre-School: It's Not Babysitting Anymore by Sandy Hausman  10-30-19 

A statewide study recently found that 40 percent of Virginia’s 5-year-olds were not ready for 

kindergarten.  Governor Ralph Northam, a pediatric neurologist, and First Lady Pamela 

Northam, a teacher, knew some of those kids would fall behind in school and never catch 

up.  That’s one reason why the state hired a chief school readiness officer and launched a 10-

million dollar program to study and fix the problem.  Virginia Public Radio’s Sandy Hausman 

reports. 
 

ISSUE – Society 

 
WMRA News Story: (4:18) 

Homeless Advocates Petition Harrisonburg For Shelter by Bridget Manley   10-4-19 

Residents in Harrisonburg plan to petition City Council to provide year-round shelter for people 

without access to housing.  WMRA’s Bridget Manley reports. 

 

WMRA News Story: (3:40) 

Remembering The VA Tech Tragedy by Chris Boros  10-4-19 

On April 16, 2007, 32 people were shot and killed at Virginia Tech.  Journalist Thomas 

Kapsidelis supervised the Richmond Times-Dispatch’s coverage of the tragedy.  In his new 

book, Kapsidelis examines the decade after the massacre through the experiences of survivors 

and those who lost loved ones.  

 

WMRA News Story: (3:11) 

Virginia Is For Apple Lovers by Sandy Hausman  10-15-19 

When it comes to apple production, Virginia ranks sixth in the nation – well behind the leader: 

Washington State.  But it’s worth noting that farmers here offer a huge variety and Virginia's 

cider industry is growing.  Virginia Public Radio's Sandy Hausman stopped at the state’s oldest 

cidery to learn more about the fruit and its delectable juice. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WMRA News Story: (:39) 

The Fight to Turn Red Districts Blue by Ben Paviour   10-22-19 

Rural Virginia has voted overwhelmingly Republican in recent decades.  As Ben Paviour from 

VPM News reports, a group of Democrats running for the General Assembly, including one in 

the Lexington area's 24th House district, are trying to change that. 

 

WMRA News Story: (4:19) 

After Six Decades, Wheel Returned to Plane Crash Site by Randi B. Hagi  10-31-19 

Sixty years ago, a Piedmont airliner crashed into Bucks Elbow Mountain near Crozet, killing 26 

of the 27 people on board. Yesterday, one of the plane’s landing gear wheels was returned to rest 

at the crash site. WMRA’s Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: (1:23) 

Urban and Rural, Voters Mark Ballots in the Valley by Randi B. Hagi  11-5-19 

Voters across the Commonwealth were out at the polls today, casting their ballots for the state 

legislature and local offices.  WMRA’s Randi B. Hagi filed reports from two Harrisonburg-area 

districts, one in the city, one in Rockingham County.  And WMRA's Kimberlea Daggy talked 

with some voters at the precinct where she votes in Augusta County. 
 

WMRA News Story: (4:13) 

Dr. Gail Chistopher Talks Racial Healing at TedXCharlottesville by Chris Boros  11-5-19 

Dr. Gail Christopher is an award winning social change agent and former Senior Advisor and 

Vice President of the W. K. Kellogg Foundation. In August of 2017, Dr. Christopher left her 

leadership position with the foundation to launch the Ntianu Center for Healing and Nature.  She 

will speak at TedXCharlottesville on Friday, November 8, 2019.  She recently spoke with 

WMRA’s Chris Boros who asked her to talk about the center. 
 

WMRA News Story: (4:40 and 14:30) 

Lisa Jakub Embraces Her Weird by Chris Boros  11-8-19 

Charlottesville resident Lisa Jakub worked as a young actor and starred in major Hollywood 

movies.  But she gave it all up after an eighteen-year career partly due to anxiety and 

depression.  In her latest book, Lisa embraces her weird to find answers in dealing with mental 

health.  

 
WMRA News Story: (1:13) 

Harrisonburg Vigil Supports 'Dreamers' by Calvin Pynn   11-12-19 

The United States Supreme Court will begin hearing arguments today on the Trump 

administration’s 2017 decision to terminate Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals – or DACA 

- and advocates in Harrisonburg held a vigil last night in support of the program. WMRA’s 

Calvin Pynn reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: (3:23) 

Colleges Address Student Hunger by Jason Barr 

If you have a college student in the family, chances are he or she is back home this week for 

Thanksgiving.  But how is your student eating while on campus?  Studies show that the problems 

of hunger and food insecurity on campuses are getting worse, and local colleges and universities 

are responding.  WMRA’s Jason Barr reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: (4:20) 

A New Kind of Food Drive For Migrant Families by Bridget Manley    11-25-19 

A preschool food drive in Harrisonburg takes a different approach to helping families in need, 

while teaching children how to help others. WMRA’s Bridget Manley reports. 



 
WMRA News Story: (3:59) 

Harrisonburg Refugee Family Awaits TPS Ruling by Randi B. Hagi   12-4-19 

The fate of nearly a quarter-million people living in the U-S under “Temporary Protected 

Status,” or TPS, will soon be decided in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  The 

case is known as Ramos v. Nielsen. Yesterday / On Tuesday, two vans full of local residents who 

are here under TPS, and their allies, traveled from Harrisonburg to join a TPS Alliance rally in 

Washington, D.C.  WMRA’s Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: (3:04) 

Rockingham Joins Counties Declaring 2nd Amendment 'Sanctuary' by Calvin Pynn  12-12-19 

Rockingham and Fluvanna Counties joined a long list of Virginia localities to declare themselves 

"Second Amendment Sanctuaries" Wednesday night.  The board's vote in Fluvanna was close -

-  3 to 2 in favor of the resolution.  But the Rockingham board voted unanimously in 

favor.  WMRA’s Calvin Pynn was at the meeting in Rockingham County, and filed this report. 
 

 

ISSUE – History 

 
WMRA News Story: (5:01) 

Restoring the Record of Enslavement at Lincoln's Home by Bridget Manley  12-19-19 

A local home with famous presidential ties has recently been purchased by a couple who intend 

to restore the property – and correct the historical record. WMRA’s Bridget Manley has this 

report. 

 

ISSUE – Environment  

 
WMRA News Story: (4:46) 

Managers Gather For JMU Course In Global Mine Removal by Randi B. Hagi  10-1-19 

Nineteen students from around the world gathered at James Madison University in late 

September for an advanced course in clearing land mines and other weapons from post-conflict 

areas.  WMRA’s Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: (4:08) 

Making Trash Bloom In The Valley by Chris Boros    10-3-19 

The Shenandoah Valley is home to vast trees, plants, and wildlife that contribute to the growing 

Virginia environment. Sari Carp is the Executive Director for the non-profit Sustainability 

Matters, which works to take initiatives for the environment. 
 

WMRA News Story: (4:30) 

So... When Will Those Fall Colors Peak? By Mike Tripp  10-21-19 

You may have noticed that autumn leaf colors seem a bit late this year.  WMRA’s Mike Tripp 

paid a visit to Shenandoah National Park to explore the reasons why. 
 

WMRA News Story: (5:16) 

Valley Activists Aid Mountain Valley Pipeline Opponents by Randi B. Hagi  11-11-19 

The proposed Mountain Valley and Atlantic Coast pipelines are slated to carry natural gas from 

West Virginia through Virginia, and in the case of the Atlantic Coast pipeline, on into North 

Carolina.  Even as construction has been halted or limited by legal challenges, opposition to 

those projects remains strong among some residents.  WMRA’s Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 
 



WMRA News Story: (1:24) 

Waynesboro Brings Back Wetland by Sandy Hausman   11-12-19 

Wetlands go by many names -- marshes, bogs, swamps and bayous, but whatever they’re called, 

the fact is they’re disappearing here in Virginia.  More than half have been drained and 

developed since the first settlers arrived.  But now, some communities are reversing that 

trend.  Virginia Public Radio's Sandy Hausman has the story. 
 

ISSUE – Science & Health 
 

WMRA News Story: (4:20) 

The Public Debates On Science by Chris Boros   10-10-19 

With conspiracies and Devil’s advocates dominating the scientific field, many are left to ask 

what scientific discoveries hold truth. As science increasingly becomes disputed, Dr. James 

Zimring, professor of pathology at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, explores in his 

new book how much people should trust what they read, learn, and observe in our natural world. 
 

WMRA News Story: (4:34) 

Alliance Aims to Grow Virginia's Grain Economy by Randi B. Hagi    12-12-19 

A regional network in our area has a humble goal – to resurrect Virginia’s grain economy, from 

the wheat in our soil to the bread on your table. WMRA’s Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

ISSUE – Government 

 
WMRA News Story: (4:04) 

Citizens Petition to Remove Warren County Supervisors by Randi B. Hagi   10-23-19 

In September, 14 Warren County employees and administrators were indicted by a Warren 

County special grand jury, as investigations continue into the embezzlement scandal that has 

rocked the small town of Front Royal.  Among those indicted were all five members of the 

Warren County Board of Supervisors.  In response, local citizens filed a petition for the removal 

of those supervisors last week.  WMRA’s Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

WMRA News Article: 

Democrats Take General Assembly by Bob Leweke   11-5-19 

Virginia Democrats are taking full control of the statehouse for the first time in more than two 

decades.  Democrats won majorities in both the state House and Senate in Tuesday’s legislative 

election. 


