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1st Quarter 2022 

WMRA News Stories are broadcast at 6:44am and 8:44am during Morning Edition, at 1:33:30pm 

during Here and Now, and at 5:44pm during All Things Considered on the date indicated and stories 

are typically 3-9 minutes in length.  

ISSUE – Energy 

January 5, 2022   :53 

Most Appalachian Power customers restored, but thousands still cold and in the dark 

Randi B. Hagi 

Appalachian Power crews are still working to restore power to thousands of customers between 

Charlottesville and Lynchburg 

With power still out, shelters open in central Virginia 

Randi B. Hagi 

January 7, 2022  3:31 

In the Central Virginia counties where many are still without power after Monday's winter storm, 

emergency shelters have opened to bring folks in from the cold. 

More Dominion customers may get cut off beginning next week 1:00 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 23, 2022 

"Vulnerable customers," as defined by the General Assembly, could have their power turned off next 

week if they're behind on paying their electricity bills. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

ISSUE – Health 

Energetic Herbalism with Kat Maier    4:57 

Chris Boros 

January 10, 2022 

Interview with Charlottesville herbalist Kat Maier, author of "Energetic Herbalism" which she will 

discuss in WMRA's Virtual Books & Brews January 11, 2022. 

Virginia hospitals cope with omicron surge 4:03 1:10 

Randi B. Hagi 

January 11, 2022 

On Monday, Governor Northam declared a state of emergency to help hospitals deal with 

capacity and staffing issues due to the recent spike in COVID-19. In addition, local hospitals 

have made changes to accommodate an increase in patients. But so far, omicron's impact hasn't 

been as stressful to their operations as the delta surge. 

Why omicron may be causing less severe disease than delta  

Randi B. Hagi 

January 14, 2022 

Is the omicron variant of the coronavirus causing less severe disease among patients than delta 

did? UVa Health hosted a virtual press conference on Friday with an update on omicron. 

WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 



Monoclonal antibody treatments effective for some Augusta Health COVID patients 3:59 

Randi B. Hagi 

January 24, 2022 

Alongside other health systems, Augusta Health has become more reliant on monoclonal 

antibody infusions to combat COVID-19 infections and keep patients out of the hospital. 

WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Record hospitalizations of children due to omicron at UVa Medical 

Randi B. Hagi  1:10 

January 28, 2022 

UVA Health continues to battle the omicron surge, and it’s hitting children harder than ever. 

WMRA's Randi B. Hagi has this update. 

 

How to get a COVID-19 test  4:28 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 9, 2022 

There are now a variety of ways to get tested for COVID – when those tests are available. 

WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

COVID surges, winter storms and low pay contribute to staff shortages at Western State 4:57 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 14, 2022 

An ongoing staff shortage at Western State Hospital in Staunton continues to affect operations. 

WMRA's Randi B. Hagi has the latest. 

 

At UVa Health, COVID cases down, staffing improves 1:07 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 26, 2022 

Doctors at UVA Health are encouraged by a downward trend of COVID hospitalizations. 

WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

ISSUE – Art & Culture: 

 
Gina Chavez brings her Indie Latin Pop to the Forbes Center in Harrisonburg 15:41 

Chris Boros 

February 2, 2022 

 

ISSUE – Society  
 

Suspect charged with murder, as Bridgewater community mourns slain campus officers 1:03 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 2, 2022 

A gunman shot and killed a campus police officer and a safety officer at Bridgewater College Tuesday 

afternoon. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Why local builders can't find enough workers 4:34 

Jessie Knadler 

January 13, 2022 

The housing market is still red hot, but many construction contractors say they’re actually turning down 

work. Why? Because they say they can’t find enough workers. WMRA’s Jessie Knadler explores why it’s 

so difficult to find skilled builders in our area. 

 



"Anne and Emmett" brings two slain teens together, on stage 1:15 

Randi B. Hagi 

January 13, 2022 

Anne Frank and Emmett Till died ten years apart, and oceans apart, from one another. In a play written by 

Janet Langhart Cohen, being performed at Eastern Mennonite University this weekend, the two meet face 

to face. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

In Waynesboro, renters and advocates call for better property oversight 4:52 

Randi B. Hagi 

January 17, 2022 

Some current and former renters in the city of Waynesboro are campaigning for the local government to 

better regulate landlords and the condition of their properties. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Veterans live on in Bridgewater College 'Honor Board' 1:28 

Randi B. Hagi 

January 20, 2022 

A memorial honoring World War II veterans from Bridgewater College is vying for conservation funding 

from the Virginia Association of Museums. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Home for ex-prisoners gets major grant for women's program 1:11 

Calvin Pynn 

January 25, 2022 

Last year Gemeinschaft Home in Harrisonburg opened a house for female residents avoiding 

incarceration. The program just received a major federal grant to triple its capacity for those services. 

WMRA’s Calvin Pynn reports. 

 

Community Services Boards strain, but persist, under pressure 4:59 

Randi B. Hagi 

January 26, 2022 

Publicly-funded mental healthcare providers in the area are caught in a perfect storm: they're short-

staffed, their workforce is aging, and their community partners also have limits on how many patients 

they can handle. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

JMU continues free tax prep program 1:28 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 3, 2022 

Local residents with a household income under $65,000 can have their tax returns prepared for free 

through a program administered by JMU's graduate accounting program. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

A complex 'Nexus': Activists, multiple lawsuits and reality TV 6:25 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 8, 2022 

The plaintiffs in a lawsuit filed against the Augusta County Sheriff's Office aren't just activists – they're 

also cast members on a reality TV show produced by the CEO of Nexus Services. WMRA's Randi B. 

Hagi reports. 

 

Local SPCA fundraiser turns Valentine's Day on its head  :57 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 14, 2022 

A Valentine's Day fundraiser at the Rockingham-Harrisonburg SPCA has something for everyone – 

whether or not you're feeling romantic. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

 

 

 

 



JMU joins esports league 1:27 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 14, 2022 

James Madison University has entered the virtual arena of intercollegiate E-sports. It recently joined the 

Eastern College Athletic Conference's league for competitive gaming. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Workers at Stuarts Draft Hershey plant vote on union 4:59 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 3, 2022 

Workers at the Hershey Chocolate factory in Stuarts Draft are now filling out mail-in ballots to determine 

whether or not they'll unionize. Meanwhile, the union has filed charges of unfair labor practices against 

the plant. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Sidewalk repairs, safety, jobs - Harrisonburg residents discuss how to divvy up ARPA funds 3:33 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 7, 2022 

On Saturday, the city of Harrisonburg held its first community conversation to get the public’s ideas on 

how to spend federal funds from the American Rescue Plan Act. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Bikes wanted: Velo swap in Charlottesville 1:24 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 10, 2022 

A Charlottesville bike shop is hosting a consignment-style sale this weekend. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi 

reports. 

 

Ukrainians and Russians in Harrisonburg unite to raise funds for Ukrainian relief  1:07 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 11, 2022 

The Slavic Christian Church in Harrisonburg is hosting a fundraiser to benefit Ukrainian refugees on 

Sunday. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Salvation Army leaders accused of mismanagement of Harrisonburg shelter 5:15 

March 15, 2022 

Former employees of the Salvation Army in Harrisonburg allege that mismanagement has created an 

unsafe environment for guests and staff at the shelter it runs. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Connected through slavery, Virginia cousins talk about their book 1:23 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 17, 2022 

The co-authors of the book Cousins: Connected Through Slavery will give two public talks in 

Harrisonburg later this month. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Veterinarian suspended for alleged harm to animals, botching surgeries 1:30 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 23, 2022 

A veterinarian who practices in Harrisonburg and Winchester has had his license suspended for the 

second time. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

Virginia Voices of Integration: Massive resistance to school desegregation 4:39 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 24, 2022 

In the first of a five-part series, WMRA's Randi B. Hagi presents a timeline of Virginia's massive 

resistance policies, and the struggle to desegregate public schools in the Shenandoah Valley and 

Charlottesville. 

 

 



Virginia Voices of Integration: Warren County  4:59 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 28, 2022 

In the second of a five-part series, WMRA's Randi B. Hagi speaks with two siblings who were at the 

forefront of school desegregation in Warren County. (Please be advised that this story recounts mentions 

of violence, and contains an offensive racial slur, and a mention of sexual assault. 

 

Virginia Voices of Integration: Charlottesville 4:59 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 31, 2022 

In the third of a five-part series, WMRA's Randi B. Hagi speaks with two of the people who, as children, 

broke the color barrier at Venable Elementary School in Charlottesville. 

 

ISSUE - Government 

 
What will Charlottesville's dysfunction cost taxpayers? 4:27 

Randi B. Hagi 

January 12, 2022 

In the first two parts of our series on Charlottesville's city government, we reported on how the Unite 

the Right rally, its aftermath, and dynamics at city hall have contributed to the city's current 

municipal woes. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi has this follow-up report on the city's decision to hire a 

consulting firm to provide city management services, and what that will cost taxpayers. 

 

Harrisonburg officials try to ease tension over housing  1:31 

Randi B. Hagi 

March 21, 2022 

A new committee in Harrisonburg aims to improve communication between the city council and the 

public housing authority. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 

 

ISSUE – Education 

 
Despite governor's order, some schools will keep mask mandates... for now 4:51 

Randi B. Hagi 

January 24, 2022 

Seven school boards in northern and eastern Virginia are suing to stop Governor Glenn Youngkin’s order 

ending school mask mandates. Some schools in the WMRA area say they will keep their mandate policies 

in place for now, saying it’s largely a fight between the governor and the legislature. WMRA's Randi B. 

Hagi reports. 

 

ISSUE – Science 

 
JMU engineering students will fly rocket in NASA contest 1:24 

Randi B. Hagi 

February 17, 2022 

Senior engineering students from James Madison University are perfecting a rocket for a NASA 

competition this spring. WMRA's Randi B. Hagi reports. 


