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WMRA News Stories are broadcast at 6:44am and 8:44am during Morning Edition, at 

1:33:30pm during Here and Now, and at 5:44pm during All Things Considered on the 

date indicated and stories are typically 3-9 minutes in length. 

Satellite coverage is coded: 

<WMRL Lexington 60 dBu area> <WMRY Crozet 60 dBu area> 

ISSUE – Politics 

WMRA News Story: The Fight Over Gerrymandering in Virginia (4:10 min) 

4/3 Are elections rigged? That’s the question before the courts in recent cases about 

gerrymandering, the process of carving up district lines for political advantage. Last 

week, a Richmond Circuit Court judge ruled against a group challenging eleven of 

Virginia's districts for disenfranchising black voters, and favoring Republicans.  Another 

case on the issue is still pending.  WMRA’s Jessie Knadler talked to redistricting reform 

proponents who are also trying to find a solution by working with state lawmakers. 

ISSUE – Arts/Culture 

WMRA News Story: Fringe What? Fringe Who? Fringe Fest! (5:17 min) 

4/5 Staunton is known for its eclectic art scene and nowhere is that captured better than at 
the two day Shenandoah Fringe Festival that kicks off this weekend in the Queen City.  
So-called “Fringeketeers” showcase their work in a demonstration of the town’s artistic 
muscle.  WMRA’s Jessie Knadler caught up with the festival’s “Grand High Poobah” 

Carmel Clavin for a preview. 

WMRA News Story: Imagine, Create, Innovate... Tom Tom Festival's 6th Year (1:28 

min) 

4/13 It’s billed as a week of innovation and art, with Charlottesville itself as the canvas.  
The sixth annual Tom Tom Founders Festival is happening this week in Charlottesville. 

WMRA’s Marguerite Gallorini has the story. 

WMRA News Story: Lying... or Just Good StoryTelling? (4:40 min) 

4/24 A Church in Staunton was the site of the 7th Annual Virginia Liars Contest‑--yes, a 
liars’ contest at a church – over the weekend, where weavers of whoppers had eight 

minutes to spin fantastical fibs for a crowd. The best whopper won $100, a golden shovel 

and a bag of manure. WMRA's Jessie Knadler was there to take in the tall tales and learn 

more about the fine art of storytelling. 

WMRA News Story: Bach Festival Celebrates 25 Years (4:29 min) 



6/6 This summer marks the 25th anniversary of the Shenandoah Valley Bach Festival, but 

that doesn’t make it a same-old, same-old event, as WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz 

reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: Montpelier Exhibit Features Madison's Enslaved (5:20 min) 

6/20 After years of careful planning, James Madison’s Montpelier has finally opened its 

extensive new permanent exhibit on enslaved families and slavery, which, in many ways, 

completely breaks the mold. WMRA’s Jordy Yager has this report. 

 

WMRA News Story: Teen Music, Collective Dreams (4:34 min) 

6/21 A fledgling music organization is just taking shape in Harrisonburg, called the 

Rocktown Music Collective. But as WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports, it’s not 

all new. 

 

WMRA News Story: 'Summer of Love' Returns to Charlottesville (4:46 min) 

6/26 Fifty years later, the Summer of Love came to central Virginia Saturday and 

Sunday. WMRA’s Sefe Emokpae reports on the first ever ‘Lovefest’ at Charlottesville’s 

IX [ICKS] Art Park and the celebration it represents. 

 

 

ISSUE – Society 

 
WMRA News Story: King's 'Beyond Vietnam' Speech Turns 50 (5:18 min)  

4/5 Tuesday marked 50 years since Martin Luther King Jr. gave what is considered his 

“most controversial speech” -- against the war in Vietnam. WMRA’s Christopher Clymer 

Kurtz reports how some in Harrisonburg yesterday honored that message. 

 
WMRA News Story: Charlottesville Votes to Sell Lee Statue, But Debate Continues 

(3:33 min)  

4/19 Charlottesville City Council voted 3-2 on Monday to sell to the highest bidder the 

Robert E. Lee statue that has been the subject of so much controversy.  In February, 

Council had voted by the same margin to remove the monument from Lee Park – a 

controversial vote that spurred a lawsuit against the City Council, limiting its action for 

now.  WMRA’s Marguerite Gallorini reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: Protesters Answer Rally of White Nationalists in Charlottesville 

(1:15 min) 5/15 Three people were arrested Sunday night after a mostly peaceful protest 

in downtown Charlottesville turned momentarily violent, spilling out into the streets.  

WMRA's Jordy Yager reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: Charlottesville Moves to Rename Parks (1:11 min) 5/16 

Charlottesville City Council on Monday moved a step closer to renaming two downtown 

parks currently named for Robert E. Lee and “Stonewall” Jackson.  WMRA's Jordy 

Yager reports. 

 



WMRA News Story: Stamping Out Hunger, One Bag At A Time (4:49 min)  

5/17 Who visits almost every home, no matter how rich or poor, and is tapped into 

communities on a ground level? WMRA’s Jordy Yager takes a look at how postal 

workers are helping to fight hunger. 

 

WMRA News Story: Another Lee Statue Protest.... With a Twist (1:14 min)  

6/1 About 150 protesters gathered in downtown Charlottesville on Wednesday to counter 

what they expected to be a pro confederate rally to keep the city’s statue of Robert E. Lee 

in place. What they found, however, was slightly different. WMRA’s Jordy Yager has 

more. 

 

WMRA News Story: Charlottesville City Council Votes to Rename Parks (1:09 min) 

6/6 Charlottesville City Council on Monday night voted unanimously to change the 

names of two parks named for confederate generals. WMRA’s Jordy Yager has more. 

 

WMRA News Story: Muslim Teen, Christian Mission (5:02 min)  

6/7 A group of Staunton teenagers is traveling to Honduras for eight days this month to 

help rebuild a church. It’s the focus of a Christian mission trip organized by Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Staunton. But there’s at least one teen joining this mission who 

some might assume wouldn’t want to take part in the spread of Christian doctrine. 

WMRA’s Jessie Knadler explores the power and the risk of stepping outside of one’s 

faith to help others, while raising consciousness back home. 

 

WMRA News Story: Harrisonburg Citizens Affirm Paris Climate Accord (1:14 min)  

6/12 More than a year and a half ago, a crowd of about 150 gathered outside the Pale Fire 

Brewing Company in downtown Harrisonburg to sign a giant "Postcard to Paris" in 

support of the then upcoming world climate talks in Paris. This past Saturday, at least 

half that many braved the summer sunshine to say that even though President Trump has 

withdrawn the United States from the Paris Climate Accord, they believe the agreement 

was a good thing. WMRA's Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 

WMRA News Story: Workshop to Facilitate Conversations About Race (1:03 min)  

6/14 A national voice in race dialogue is presenting a workshop open to the public in 

Harrisonburg this weekend. It’s called the White Ally Toolkit. WMRA’s Christopher 

Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 

WMRA News Story: Vigil for the Affordable Care Act in Harrisonburg (1:15 min)  

6/29 The efforts of congressional Republicans to repeal the Affordable Care Act, or 

ACA, are concerning many people. Some of them attended a so-called “Health Care 

Vigil” Wednesday night on Harrisonburg’s Court Square, as WMRA’s Christopher 

Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 

ISSUE – Education 
 

WMRA News Story: Declining Enrollment for Peacebuilding Program Blamed on 

Trump Climate (4:53 min)  



4/13 NPR reported last week that President Trump’s travel ban is having a “chilling 

effect” on international student enrollment at universities across the country. In 

Harrisonburg, that’s also true when it comes to potential participants in peacebuilding 

coursework. WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 
WMRA News Story: Meet the First Graduate of EMU’s Master of Arts in 

Restorative Justice (5:23 min)  

5/2 After serving two decades in prison for complicity to murder, Gregory Winship was 

granted parole, in 2010. Just a few days ago, in Harrisonburg, he became the first to 

receive a master’s degree in restorative justice from Eastern Mennonite University. 

WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 

WMRA News Story: Making Legal Aid Part of the Law Curriculum at UVa (5:13 

min)  

5/30 We often see the struggles for civil rights and racial justice as among the most noble 

of the legal profession. But the University of Virginia’s Law School recently realized it 

didn’t have any hands-on practical ways for students to get involved. Until now. 

WMRA’s Jordy Yager has the story. 

 
WMRA News Story: A Modern Take on the One-Room Classroom (5:21 min)  

6/13 With school out for summer, two Albemarle County elementary schools are 

beginning renovations to convert regular classrooms to multi-age classrooms. That's a 

classroom where kids of different ages and grades work together. It's part of a nationwide 

trend, but how well does it actually work? Emily Richardson-Lorente visited a multi-age 

class to find out. 

 
WMRA News Story: Charlottesville Prepares for KKK Rally in July (1:01 min)  

6/21 Charlottesville City officials on Tuesday sought to reassure community members 

that they will be kept safe during the Ku Klux Klan’s planned rally in a little more than 

two weeks. WMRA’s Jordy Yager has more. 

 

ISSUE – Environment 
 

WMRA News Story: Scientists Explore Why Bees Are Declining in Virginia (3:26 

min) 4/4 Several bee species are becoming conservation concerns, with populations 

declining across the country. Some scientists have been setting bee traps from 

Charlottesville to northern Virginia to find where they are and why they're dying out.  

WMRA’s Miranda Bennett joins the search for one species, the 'rusty patched' 

bumblebee. 

 

WMRA News Story: Cautious Hope for Environmental Activism (4:54 min)  

5/26 How can the environmental community unite to make a difference at the grassroots 

level?  Answering that question was the goal of the Annual Choose Clean Water 

Coalition Conference, which convened Wednesday and Thursday in Charlottesville.  And 

as WMRA’s Marguerite Gallorini reports, participants regarded past successes as a guide 

for the future of environmental activism. 



 

WMRA News Story: Is Your Well Water Clean? (1:16 min)  

5/29 Residents in Rockingham and Augusta Counties whose water comes from a well, 

spring, or cistern can learn more about the quality of their water through several 

upcoming Virginia Cooperative Extension Drinking Water Clinics.  WMRA’s 

Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 

 

 

ISSUE – Health 
 

WMRA News Story: Delivering Health Care Outside the Insurance System (3:35 

min)  

4/5 It’s not so much a statement about the health care system, or a model for how it 

should be fixed. Instead, it’s more like a doctor just arrived at his own approach, 

sidestepping convention and filling a niche. WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz visited 

the clinic of one general practitioner working outside the health insurance system. 

 

WMRA News Story: Why Are HPV Vaccination Rates So Low? (4:47 min)  

4/25 HPV infections are leading to an increasing number of cancers in both men and 

women. There’s a vaccine that can address that, but most people in Virginia aren’t getting 

it. In fact, compliance rates for HPV vaccination are so low here and throughout the U.S., 

that the National Cancer Institute-designated Cancer Centers call it “a serious public 

health threat.” WMRA’s Emily Richardson-Lorente has the story. 

 

WMRA News Story: Recovering from Cancer After an HPV Infection (5:17 min)  

4/26 We’ve known for a long time that the Human Papilloma Virus can cause cervical 

cancer in women. But increasingly, HPV is causing cancers further up the body, in the 

throats of people infected with the virus. And the largest group of patients? Middle aged 

men. Emily Richardson-Lorente has the story of one Virginia man dealing with the 

consequences. 

 

WMRA News Story: Can This Student App Save Time at the Doctor's Office? (4:35 

min)  

5/1 Patients waiting for hours, doctors delayed, missing patient files ... These are 

common health care scenarios that could be improved with a better communication 

system. WMRA’s Marguerite Gallorini talked to three business students at UVa about 

their new app, Tandem Medical, designed to solve these problems. 

 

WMRA News Story: Criticism for Lack of Punishment Over Child Abuse in 

Rockbridge County (4:35 min)  

5/24 A long awaited report looking into Rockbridge area Department of Social Services 

was released this month. In it, a special grand jury uncovered “highly disturbing” 

practices may have played a role in the deaths and abuse of local children. But the report 

concluded there wasn’t enough evidence to establish probable cause to bring criminal 



charges. Some residents – including at least one DSS board member -- are left 

wondering, how? WMRA’s Jessie Knadler reports. 

 

 

ISSUE – Refugees 
 

WMRA News Story: The American Dream, One Arepa at a Time (4:54 min)  

4/20 Two brothers from Venezuela bring a staple food item from their native country, 

arepas, to rural Virginians from the window of their beat-up food truck. WMRA’s Jessie 

Knadler caught up with the brothers to find out what it’s like being immigrants hustling 

for the American dream in the age of Trump. 

 

WMRA News Story: Protests Against Pending Deportation in Harrisonburg (1:35 

min)  

5/16 On Monday more than 75 people in Harrisonburg rallied outside the Department of 

Homeland Security office on Neff Avenue against a pending deportation. WMRA’s 

Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 

WMRA News Story: Last Chance to Avoid Deportation (1:05 min)  

5/29 Harrisonburg’s Cesar Lara Rios was detained by Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement, or ICE, on May 10, and last week ICE denied him another stay of removal. 

Now he is poised to be deported to Mexico, but his attorney has one remaining hope for 

enabling him to stay here, as WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz reports. 

 

WMRA News Story: UPDATE: Lawyer's Appeal May Help Lara Rios Avoid 

Deportation (1:08 min)  

5/30 Today could be pivotal for the Harrisonburg man awaiting deportation to Mexico. 

An attorney for Cesar Lara Rios has filed a motion to reopen the case with the Board of 

Immigration Appeals.  WMRA’s Christopher Clymer Kurtz has this update.* 




