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Local Produced Public Affairs Programs 

KMYU/Sinclair Broadcasting Group - Salt Lake City, Utah 

Local News 

2NEWS at 7 on KMYU: Airing weekdays from 7:00-7:30pm 

 

2NEWS at 10:00pm: Monday-Sunday from 10:00-10:35pm. (simulcast of KUTV) 

 

Baby Your Baby and Check Your Health – Both are on-going campaigns hosted by Mary 

Nickles and designed in partnership with KUTV and the Utah Department of Health. Baby Your 

Baby is a health program for mothers to be encouraging early and regular prenatal and postnatal 

care. Check Your Health is committed to bringing viewers the latest information to help keep 

families healthy. Both of these segments run in all of our newscasts. 

 

Get Gephardt - Investigative reporter Matt Gephardt takes on major corporations or government 

entities helping viewers who are caught in red tape. In addition, the Gephardt Unit investigations 

serve as a warning to consumers about potential fraud happening locally. The Gephardt unit 

takes approximately 500 calls to the tip line each week and an average of 350 e-mails weekly 

from viewers with consumer complaints.  The Gephardt stories air during the 10:00pm newscast.  

Reports range from two minutes to four minutes.  

 

Pay It Forward - Every Wednesday, KUTV/KMYU’s Mark Koelbel features a good Samaritan in 

the community. Mark will give the Samaritan $500 in cash for this person to give to their cause. 

This heartfelt, touching program is emotional and uplifting for viewers to watch every week. 

Every Wednesday during the 10pm News, there will be a billboard open to the weekly story.  

KUTV will also run the Pay It Forward story the following Thursday Morning in the KUTV2 

News This Morning at 7AM and in the 2News at 7PM on KMYU.  

 

Crime & Public Safety: 

Domestic Violence Numbers (aired 1/3/2012) – Nearly half of all murders in Utah are related to 

domestic violence. New numbers show the fatal trend continues. Our story looked into why 

numbers increased over previous years and showed resources available for victims. 

 

Take 2 (aired 01/14/12) 11:00-11:30 AM – Ogden Officer Involved Shooting Aftermath:  On 

January 4
th

, police officers serving a knock-and-announce warrant were allegedly shot by the 

homeowner. In all, one officer died and six others were hurt during the incident. This Take 2 

focused on the latest into the investigation, as well as the training that goes into a knock-and-

announce warrant. Brian Mullahy filled in for Rod Decker. His guests were Roy Police Chief 

Whinham, who had officers involved in the incident, and Weber County Attorney Dee Smith, 

who will prosecute the case. 

 

Mortgage Fraud Goes Unpunished (aired 1/20/2012) – He was found guilty last year for a slew 

of federal crimes related to mortgage fraud. But disbarred attorney Jamis Johnson is not in prison 

and hasn’t even been sentenced. Our story looked back at the crimes he was convicted of 

committing, and the barrage of legal proceedings used to keep this man out of a prison cell. 



 

School Bomb Plot (aired 1/26/2012) – Fear for parents and students at Roy High School when a 

plot to bomb the school and kill students is uncovered. Arrested in the plot are two students at 

the school. We informed parents about the plot, the level of danger, and what actions were taken 

before police were notified. 

 

Josh Powell Timeline (aired 2/10/2012) – In the aftermath of the murder-suicide of Josh Powell, 

we take a closer look at the days leading up to the violent event. Our investigation delved into 

the order that Powell withdrew money, bought gasoline and authored his goodbye emails before 

the fiery explosion. 

 

Amber Alert (aired 3/9/2012) – The vanishing of an 11-year-old girl in West Valley City sets off 

a statewide Amber Alert. Our coverage went live to the scene of the school where the girl was 

taken by her own mother. The child was later found safe in Mexico. 

 

River Murder Arrest (aired 3/19/2012) – After the brutal murder of 15-year-old Annie Kasprzak 

police announce the arrest of a suspect. Our story covered the fear of nearby residents after the 

girl’s body was found in the Jordan River and the investigation that led to the arrest. 

 

Officer Charged (aired 3/21/2012) – A West Valley police officer finds himself on the other side 

of the law. Officer Jared Cardon faces criminal charges for firing his weapon and is accused of 

using excessive force in several cases. Our story revealed the incident in which the officer fired 

into a car that was driving past him at the scene of a crash. 

 

Education: 

School Lunches (aired 1/25/2012) – Our childrens’ lunch is reportedly going to get healthier. 

Government officials announced new nutritional standards for school meals. Our story informed 

parents what to expect for their students and what costs could come with the changes.  

 

Internet Marketing (aired 2/1/2012) - A local teacher has created a class to teach his students 

about the techniques of internet marketing. Students learn the different marketing terms and tools 

available online (i.e. Facebook, Twitter). For their final project, they work with businesses or 

non-profit organizations to create an internet marketing campaign. 

 

Electronic Textbooks (aired 2/2/2012) – School text books are becoming an endangered species 

with the education system, and that's why state educators say it's time to go viral. Our story 

covered a pilot program to switch to online textbooks and included feedback from teachers and 

students, along with the plan to implement the project into 1100 schools in Utah. 

 

Sex Education Controversy (aired 3/8/2012) – The controversial sex ed bill hits the legislature. 

The focus is whether to teach sexual education at all. Our story covered an online petition that 

urges Governor Herbert to veto the bill as well as supporters saying the measure will uphold 

family values. 

 

Consumer Affairs: 

Declutter Finances (aired 1/2/2012) – Millions of Americans resolved to get a handle on their 

finances for the new year. We talked to experts for ideas on how to start 2012 right and find 

strategies to streamline and organize viewers’ financial lives. 



 

Google Privacy (aired 1/25/2012) – Google has a new privacy policy. The tech giant is going to 

start combining all the information it gets about an individual's interests and preferences based 

on the use of different Google products, from Gmail and Youtube to Google Plus. Our story 

showed how Google will use that information to serve up more targeted ads and more 

customized content. 

 

Salt Lake Marathon (aired 2/10/2012) – Big news for thousands of people who paid to run in 

the seemingly defunct marathon. Our story covered the announcement of a new owner of the 

race and what plans are being put in place to revitalize the struggling event, for both racers and 

the many vendors involved. 

 

ATM Fees (aired 2/21/2012) – If you think ATM fees seem to keep climbing, you’re right. A 

recent survey found Automatic Teller Machines fees are at an all time high. Millions of 

Americans spend hundreds of dollars a year just to get their cash. But ATM fees can be avoided 

and our story showed how. 

 

Zombie App (aired 2/29/2012) – Getting the motivation to run can be a challenge but what if you 

were being chased by zombies? There is a new App on the market called “Zombies, RUN!” The 

app is more like a game that you play while you run. The game is played through your 

headphones; if you hear zombies, you need to pick up the pace.  

 

Troops Foreclosure Relief (aired 3/6/2012) – A sigh of relief for military members facing the 

possible loss of their home due to foreclosure.  President Obama rolled out his plan to provide 

relief to those who served and were foreclosed upon while fighting for their country. 

 

Biodiesel Fuel (aired 3/20/2012) – An alternative fuel source company wants to save Utahns 

money with biodiesel fuel. Our story covered how the Box Elder County company is pushing to 

change standards on the level of biofuel, increasing the savings at the pump. 

 

Youth & Family: 

Teen Drug Use (aired 1/4/2012) – When it comes to drugs and alcohol, Utah kids may be better 

behaved than many think. A new survey shows Utah teens are less likely to use marijuana, drink 

or smoke cigarettes than kids in other states. Our story looked into the numerous factors that led 

to the difference. 

 

Kids Ranking (aired 1/18/2012) – Utah kids are doing pretty well according to a new national 

study. The research by the Foundation for Child Development found children that live in states 

with high taxes and expensive social welfare systems do better than kids in cheap states. But our 

story found that wasn’t true in Utah, which is known for low taxes and what some say is a lousy 

social welfare system. 

 

Executive Functions (aired 2/7/2012 @7pm) – Children who are disorganized may often be 

labeled as “lazy” or “unmotivated.” In reality, they may have a problem with executive 

functioning. Executive functions help us with everyday tasks – like organization and memory. 

The frontal lobe in the brain processes these tasks. It is not known why problems with executive 

functioning arise, though it could be associated with emotional problems and disorders – such as 

ADHD. Children, who have trouble with memory, should see their doctor.  



 

Learning Apps (aired 2/22/2012) – There is an app for just about anything these days and for 

parents, some apps are an educational tool for their children. Ethan Ashby, a 1
st
 grader, is 

learning a second language. To help him with his homework, his mother downloaded some apps 

to a tablet. She also uses other apps to help her younger son learn how to read. Emily Ashby says 

before you download an app, be sure to read the reviews first.  

 

Tanning Permission (aired 2/22/2012) – Doctors say teens shouldn’t tan. And now Utah 

lawmakers say parents need to give permission to a tanning salon before a teenager steps inside 

the booth. While political in nature, our story covered the health concerns that pushed this bill 

toward law.  

 

Action Alphabet (aired 3/5/2012) – Kids are learning their ABC’s with the help of “Amazing 

Action Alphabet” books. Mom and school teacher Esther Kehl is the author. She started teaching 

17 years ago and wanted to write a book that would help kids use all their senses in the 

classroom. Esther says there are 3 senses to learning: seeing, hearing and doing. Her books 

feature pictures of animals. They use the books to practice saying words out loud.  

 

Environment: 
Snowpack Problems (aired 1/2/2012) – With the mild winter comes concerns about the coming 

summer. Our story delved into the amount of snowpack in the mountain, water in the reservoirs, 

and what hydrologists predicted about a possible drought in the months ahead. 

 

Blended Waste (aired 1/10/2012) – Environmentalists call upon Governor Herbert to stop 

Energy Solutions from bringing blended radioactive waste into Utah. Our story looked into 

concerns by the public and what monitors say about the waste being transported according to 

regulations. 

 

Ski Lift Fight (aired 3/1/2012) – The fight over a ski lift link between the Canyons and Solitude 

resorts is one step to being over. The US House of Representatives passed a bill authorizing the 

link despite opponents in the beehive states. Environmentalists say Utah leaders, not 

Washington, should make the decision. 

 

Beautifying St. George (aired 3/7/2012) – Massive construction projects and environmentalism 

normally don’t mix. That’s not the case here. While construction is underway to expand the Red 

Hills Parkway to four lanes, city planners put in place an integration of parks and nature 

preserves to educate residents about local species and vegetation. 

 

Mercury Spill Cover-up (aired 3/14/2012) – The release of new documents show officials at Hill 

Air Force Base covered up a mercury spill in 2007. Our story revealed how the heavy metal 

spilled into the ground while workers moved boilers at the base. Instead of calling hazmat crews, 

workers cleaned up the hazardous and environmentally danger spill with vacuum cleaners. The 

truth came to light years later during an investigation into water contamination. 

 

Diversity: 
Racist Politics? (aired 1/6/2012) – A war of words after a nasty ad campaign against presidential 

candidate Jon Huntsman. The ad argues that Huntsman is “Unamerican” because he adopted his 

daughter from China. The ad called the former Utah Governor the “Manchurian Candidate”. 



 

Catholics & Immigration (aired 1/11/2012) – Controversy over an immigration measure in Utah 

law. Lawmakers are looking to tackle the touchy subject of guest workers and E-verification. 

Our story took a closer look and got response from a gathering of Catholic bishops who say the 

Feds should set immigration law. 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (aired 1/16/2012) – A day of celebration and honor for Civil Rights 

Day. Our coverage stretched from NAACP activities to honor the civil rights leader both here in 

Utah and across the land. This would have been Doctor King’s 83
rd

 birthday. 

  

Marriage & Religious Freedom (aired 1/18/2012) – The LDS Church joins dozens of other 

religious institutions to take a stand on marriage. A new letter by the churches is stirring 

controversy online because opponents of gay marriage say if allowed it would take away 

religious freedom. 

 

Guest Worker Bill Repeal (aired 2/16/2012) – The guest worker bill, that passed in a previous 

legislation, is up to be repealed. The law allows immigrant workers to come to Utah for work 

without being illegal. Our story looked into not only the politics of the controversial bill, but the 

prejudice that weighs heavily into the conflict.  

 

Utah’s Immigration Law (aired 2/17/2012) – A legal showdown in Federal court over whether 

or not Utah’s immigration law is constitutional. Our story delved into the debate over the “Are 

you in the country legally?” law and what lawyers for the state did in court to battle federal 

prosecutors. 

 

Health/Healthcare: 

Cancer Report (aired 1/4/2012) – Good news in the battle against cancer. The annual report by 

the American Cancer Society shows cancer rates and deaths are down again this year. We looked 

at new treatments and screening techniques that have saved more than a million lives in the past 

20 years. 

 

Cancer Wig Shopping (aired 2/6/2012) – Patients who undergo chemotherapy will likely lose 

their hair. 2News anchor Mary Nickles is undergoing chemotherapy and her hair is starting to 

fall out. She visited a local shop that makes wigs for cancer patients. The owners tell us they also 

will shave the heads of those who can’t do it themselves.  

 

Winter Fitness (aired 2/8/2012) – It is hard to find the motivation to work out during the winter 

months. Studies, however, show exercise can help you get rid of the winter blues and get ready 

for the summer. Snowshoeing, skiing and even shoveling your driveway are all great ways to 

burn calories. You can also use the next few months to prepare for your favorite spring or 

summer activities. 

 

Power Naps (aired 2/10/2012) – Taking a nap during the day would be a dream come true for 

many people. Doctors say dozing off can actually improve our health and productivity. Our story 

looked into the science behind these claims and which companies are waking up to the idea. 

 

 



Take 2 (aired 02/12/12 10:00-10:30AM) – Healthcare Debate State vs. Federal: Rod Decker 

and his guests discussed the role that the state and federal governments should play in health care 

reform. His guests were former Utah State Representative and political blogger Holly 

Richardson and Judi Hillman of the Utah Health Policy Project. 

 

Fit Program (aired 2/15/2012) – Gym memberships can get expensive and you may not be 

getting the results that you want. There’s now a new program where you can get a personalized 

trainer, 5 days a week. The Orthopedic Specialty Hospital, or TOSH, has a fit program for 

anyone who doesn’t have the time or money for a gym membership. You will get a 30 minute 

workout and your own personalized trainer.  

 

Indoor Fitness (aired 2/17/2012) – You may be less motivated to work out during the winter 

months. But what if we told you that you can stay in shape and never leave your house? Dusting 

and vacuuming can burn calories. Shoveling snow for 15 minutes can burn about 100 calories. 

Walking up and down stairs for 30 minutes can burn about 300 calories. Preparing dinner can 

burn about 30 calories.  

 

Sugar High Drinks (aired 3/13/2012) – A startling new study shows the massive amounts of 

sugar our children are consuming in popular sport and energy drinks. Our story revealed 

comparison such as one Vitamin Water drink is equivalent to two full cans of whipped cream. 

 

Government / Politics: 
Same Sex Benefits (aired 1/17/2012) – One Utah Representative wants the state to extend 

employee benefits to domestic partners. We looked at both sides of the controversial bill and 

what hurdles must be jumped before it could become law. 

 

State of the Union (aired 1/24/2012) – Full coverage of President Obama’s State of the Union 

Address. Included in the coverage was presentation of plans to jump start the economy, including 

investments in manufacturing and big tax code changes. 

 

Divorce Class (aired 2/1/2012) – Breaking up is hard to do and will take longer under a bill in 

play at the Utah legislature. Lawmakers want mandatory divorce orientation classes which would 

force a spouse to complete a state approved class before filing for divorce. Opponents say the 

classes are nothing more than a tactic by conservatives to guilt people to stay in unhappy 

marriages. 

 

Could HAFB Close? (aired 2/2/2012) – There is fear that Hill Air Force Base is in danger of 

closing. Utah Governor Gary Herbert says it could happen and is forming a special legislative 

committee to keep the base open. Our story looked into how real the threat may be and the 

economic damage that could be done by such a massive closing. 

 

Romney Visit (aired 2/3/2012) – Mitt Romney went mining for votes in Northern Nevada. His 

campaign touched down in Elko in advance of the Nevada Caucuses. Our story covered his visit, 

the latest on his campaign and promises to voters in hopes of gaining his first 50% plus win. 

 

 

 



Outlawing DUI Checkpoints (aired 2/16/2012) – Utah may outlaw DUI checkpoints by police 

officers. Our story looked at a bill in the legislator calling to ban the practice, saying that they 

infringe on personal rights against unreasonable searches, and they don’t work as well as 

saturation patrols.  

 

Welfare Drug Tests (Aired 2/9/2012) – Some welfare moms would have to be drug tested 

according to a bill at the Utah legislature. The bill says anyone on state assistance, must submit 

to a drug test if there's reason to believe he or she might be using drugs. Opponents say the bill 

just bullies poor women.  

 

Take 2 (aired 2/19/12 10:00-10:30AM) – Former Salt Lake City Mayor Running for President: 

Former Salt Lake City mayor Rocky Anderson is running for president on the new Justice Party 

ticket. Mr. Anderson explains the need for third party candidates, and why he thinks both the 

Democrats and Republicans have failed in Washington D.C.     

 

GRAMA Law Tossed (aired 2/21/2012) – A bill that allowed secrecy when it came to emails 

between lawmakers is repealed. Free speech and government watchdog groups jumped into 

action when the Utah legislators pass a law that allowed them to keep their correspondence 

private. The negative backlash forced lawmakers to change the law back. 

 

Is the GOP Broken? (aired 2/23/2012) – Presidential candidate and former Utah Governor Jon 

Huntsman makes a bold statement in saying the Republican party is broken and it’s time for a 

new political party in America. Our story looked into Huntsman’s plan to fix the country’s 

problems, along with reaction from the Republican party chair. 

 

Fight Over Federal Lands (aired 3/5/2012) – Utah legislators are picking a fight with the 

Federal Government over the huge Federal land holdings in the Beehive state. Lawmakers claim 

new readings of the constitution and other documents show the Federal government should give 

up those lands. Our story looked into the claim that statehood documents show the Feds in the 

wrong, as well as the state constitution that shows Utah may be in no position to raise the claim. 

 

Super Tuesday (aired 3/6/2012) – Complete campaign coverage from the GOP race. With 419 

delebates up for grabs, our stories covered races around the nation. 

 

Utah Fights Obamacare (aired 3/6/2012) – Two healthcare bills look to pass the legislature. One 

bill is an attempt to remove Utah from a national healthcare plan. The second makes small 

changes in Utah’s own healthcare laws. Our story covered both sides and looked at preparations 

by legislators to battle Obamacare.  

 

Pay It Forward: 
Water For South Sudan (aired 1/5/2012) – The students of Oakridge Elementary School worked 

hard throughout the year learning about the plight of villagers in South Sudan. They raised nearly 

$14,000 to dig a well so residents of one village didn’t have to walk hours in order to gather 

water.  

 

Self Reliance of Utah (aired 1/12/2012) – Bekke Robb fights for independence for people in our 

community who may slip through the cracks. Her organization - Self Reliance - helps those with 

mild cognitive disabilities stay off the streets and learn how to lead a normal life. 



 

Animal Adoption Center (aired 1/19/2012) – 9-year-old Sophie Felix is passionate about helping 

animals. She collects aluminum cans to raise money for the Utah Animal Adoption Center. The 

money goes toward vet costs and food for the dogs and cats. 

 

Princess Parties Against Cancer (aired 1/26/2012) – Linsey Holley understands the power of a 

princess. Every year she holds a royal ball and brings in hundreds of children suffering with 

cancer. If for only one night, they can forget about their pain. 

 

Hugs For Life (aired 2/2/2012) – Sherry Thomas lost a nephew to suicide. She decided to turn 

her personal tragedy into a way to save lives. Sherry created the Hugs For Life foundation to 

educate and fight suicide amongst Utah teens. She shared with us numerous stories of people 

who said they would be dead today if it wasn’t for her. 

 

Bears From Brayden (aired 2/9/2012) – After their son Brayden drowned in a backyard 

swimming pool, Angelique and Justin Mortensen wanted to help others. Because a police officer 

helped their daughter, who witnessed the death, by giving her a teddy bear, they decided to pay 

back to police. They collect stuffed animals and give them to emergency workers to be handed 

out to children at the scene of traumatic events. 

 

Circle The Wagons (aired 2/16/2012) – Vickie Walker’s husband was killed and her son 

wounded during the Trolley Square shootings in 2007. Out of the ashes of her tragedy, she 

created a foundation to help families involved in traumatic incidents. Her Cans of Love 

campaign provide information to police departments to help families understand what they need 

to know when their lives have been disrupted. 

 

Blue Against Bullying (aired 3/1/2012) – 9-year-old Eric Janke knows what it’s like to be the 

victim of a bully. He wanted to take a stand against bullies and organized a school wide event. 

Every student in the school wore blue shirts as a symbol of unity. 

 

Team Help Momma (aired 3/8/2012) – After her mother was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis, 

Bobbie Trujillo wanted to something… anything. She organized a team for the annual MS Walk. 

10 years later they are the largest team at the walk. All money raised goes toward research and 

financial help for families devastated my MS. 

 

St. Baldrick’s (aired 3/15/2012) – Cory Ortiz wants to help families with children battling 

cancer. He accidentally got involved with the annual event to shave heads and raise money for 

research and financial help. When the original organizers moved out of state, he took up the 

cause and led the charge to bring the annual shave off back. 

 

Best Buddies (aired 3/22/2012) – When Harley Andersen transferred to Provo High School, she 

realized something was missing. She created her own chapter of Best Buddies. The organization 

holds events to blend special education students with main stream kids. 

 

 

 

 

 



Public Service: 

Keys 2 Success - January 2012 – May 2012 - KUTV partners with local automotive dealer Ken 

Garff to provide educational incentives to earn “keys” for academic achievements. 500 “keys” 

will be given out at each of the 50 participating schools. At the end of the year one key in each 

school will start a car that a student will win. A total of 50 cars will be given to high school 

students throughout Utah. This year, the campaign was re-energized through additional 

promotional material including a student run newscast instructional video explaining the Key To 

Success Program. KUTV is supporting the campaign with extensive on-air coverage, production 

and promotion.  

 

 

 


