
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station (call letters): KNEP

Location (city, state):              Scottsbluff, Nebraska

For quarter beginning:

January 1, 2020

April 1, 2020 

X July 1, 2020

                                   October 1, 2020

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times 
indicated.  Each program regularly provides information or addresses current issues of 
concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.  



LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER

The following local issues of concern to the community were addressed in programming 
of the station during the past quarter: 

Issue/Concern Brief description of issue or concern
Crime / Public 
Safety

Includes public education and awareness in matters pertaining to the 
safety of the community

Politics Includes state, county, and local political issues/events

Education Includes health measures taken to ensure students are safe amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic

Weather/Economy Includes severe weather and dangerous conditions for the 
community and crops

Health Includes issues pertaining to the Covid-19 pandemic



STATION PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES

The following local programs address issues and concerns in the station’s city of license 
and within its service area. 

Program Name Schedule Brief Generic Description 

NBC Nebraska
Today 

6:00am-7:00am This program provides the latest in overnight 
and breaking News and Weather to 
Scottsbluff and Panhandle viewers, as well as 
a look ahead at their day with a focus on 
families and children.

NBC Nebraska 
Midday

12pm-12:30pm
Mon-Fri

The show provides News, Weather, Sports 
and local interviews centering around 
Scottsbluff and the Nebraska Panhandle

NBC Nebraska at 6p
6:00pm – 
6:30pm
Mon-Sun

The latest News, Weather, Sports for the 
Scottsbluff area. Includes interviews with the 
community’s and state’s most important news 
makers

NBC Nebraska at 
10p

10pm-10:30pm
Mon-Sun

The latest Scottsbluff, Nebraska, National 
and International News as well as local 
Weather and Sports

Regular NBC Network News Programming
Program Name Schedule Brief Generic Description 

Early Today
5am-530am
Mon-Sun

Today Show
7a-9a
Mon-Fri

 

Today Show 6am-7:30am
Saturday

 

NBC Nightly News 5:30pm-6pm
Mon-Sun

Meet the Press
8am-9am
Sunday

Examines issues of national and international 
importance.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

Today at 6:00 am, NBC Nebraska News at 6:00pm / 10:00pm  

DATE: 8/19, 8/20
LENGTH:     :30

DESCRIPTION: Emergency personnel responded to a report of a plane crash and 
related motor vehicle accident involving a semi-tractor hauling 
cattle

Emergency personnel responded to a report of a plane crash and related motor vehicle 
accident involving a semi-tractor hauling cattle on Tuesday, August 18, 2020 at 8:44 a.m.  

The investigation revealed that a 1976 Grumman Ag-Cat bi-plane crop duster owned by 
Western Cooperative of Alliance NE and piloted by Michael Uhlken, age 65, of rural 
Scottsbluff, impacted power lines just west of Highway 71 approximately 2.3 miles north 
of the Scottsbluff city limits at Highway 71 and W. 42nd Street.  This impact cut several 
major power transmission lines, and caused one line to fall so it was suspended a few feet 
above the roadway.  

The semi-truck, driven by Jerry Landin, age 54 of LaSalle, Colorado, arrived in the area 
shortly after the aircraft incident.  Mr. Landin stated that he did not see the aircraft 
accident and did not see the cable hanging low across the roadway.  He stated that his 
windshield “exploded” and he was fortunate that he was wearing glasses at the time.  He 
had no idea what happened but immediately began trying to stop the truck.  The semi 
struck the cable which moved upwards from the bumper area, striking and shattering the 
windshield, then going over the roof of the tractor where it impacted the top of the trailer.  
From point of impact to stopping point the truck traveled approximately 800 feet south 
before stopping.



NBC Nebraska News at 6:00pm / Noon  

DATE: 9/21, 9/22
LENGTH:     2:30

DESCRIPTION: Testing for COVID-19 has been the talk of 2020, an inside look at 
how it’s done

NBC Nebraska Scottsbluff got a closer look at the men and women conducting the testing 
behind the scenes. It all starts at the Morrill County Community Hospital in Bridgeport, 
Nebraska.

“We are preparing for this war. From start to finish we do it all here. From specimen 
collection to the nasal swab to blood collection, the drive thru, the specimen processing 
and testing.” explains Laboratory Administrative Director of Morrill County Community 
Hospital, Rex Famitancgo.

It starts with a nasal swab. This is the most common test being conducted globally. The 
nasal swab is fairly simple - for us anyway. The process for the test alone is one that can 
take minutes or hours to complete, if done right.

Staff at the Bridgeport hospital are happy to admit they have been working with other 
companies to ensure they are serving the community and the Nebraska panhandle the best 
that they can and in a fast and timely manner. In fact, Famitancgo shares with reporters 
they, “received the new batch testing abilities in June”. This means they are able to test 
for the antibodies the body produces when one becomes ill with COVID-19; the 
antibodies that are needed to help look for a cure, on top of testing for the virus itself.

Washing our hands, wearing face masks, social distancing and following the directed 
health guidelines are what will help contribute the slow and stopping of the spread of the 
virus.



NBC Nebraska News at 6:00pm / 10 pm  

DATE: 7/23
LENGTH:     1:35

DESCRIPTION: Scotts Bluff County Sheriff’s Office responds to deputy shooting 
dog

Law enforcement explained the situation in a press release. Deputies say, on July 20, 
2020, at approximately 1254 hours, a Scotts Bluff County Deputy Sheriff arrived at a 
rural residence near Lake Minatare to serve a Scotts Bluff County District Court 
Summons. The Deputy first approached a house and after no one answered, he 
approached an adjacent shop building where there is an apartment. No dogs were seen or 
heard up to this point.

As soon as the Deputy knocked at the shop, a dog began barking and the Deputy was 
unsure if it was inside or outside the shop. The barking then began to get louder and a 
German Shepherd came around the northwest corner of the shop barking. The dog was 
much closer to the Deputy than the Deputy was to his vehicle.

As soon as the Deputy saw the dog he immediately began and continued to retreat as the 
dog approached, repeatedly saying “No”. The dog continued to advance, bared its teeth 
while growling, and charged the Deputy. When the dog was within a very short distance 
of the Deputy in a full charge, the Deputy discharged one round from his handgun into 
the dog. The dog turned and ran around the side of the shop where the Deputy lost sight 
of it.

The Deputy immediately informed the communications center and Sheriff’s Office 
command staff that a dog had attempted to attack him and that he had shot it. The Deputy 
then went to the north side of the shop building and located the dog deceased.

The Deputy was able to contact the dog’s owner, who came to the scene. 



NBC Nebraska News at 6:00pm / 10 pm, Noon

DATE: 9/7, 9/9
LENGTH:     :30, :45

DESCRIPTION: Some neighborhoods see a substantial rise in Gering water bills 

Schools around Nebraska are closing from positive Covid-19 test results, although none 
had been in the panhandle yet. 

Unified Command confirmed a positive case from a student at Gering high school in late 
August. Chadron schools are facing the same reality.

Public health officials are notifying any staff or students who need to self-quarantine 
directly, and Gering public schools will be keeping everyone updated.



NBC Nebraska News at Noon, 6:00pm / 10 pm  

DATE: 9/8, 9/10, 9/17
LENGTH:     1:15, :30

DESCRIPTION: Pumpkin patch owners survive harsh weather

Last year the pumpkin patch in Bayard were on limited stock due to hail damage.  This 
year the owners planted an extra two acres in case of harsh weather. Ahead of bad 
weather the pumpkin patch hosted a “what the heck” sale to try to sell inventory ahead of 
an early snow storm and frigid temperatures.

After a cold front moved through the panhandle bringing blistery temperatures, snowfall 
and gusty winds the Adam’s Family Pumpkin Patch in Scottsbluff is pleased to announce 
that their 6 acres have been spared.

“We lost some corn to the colder temps, and the leaves are hanging low but the pumpkins 
are doing great!” says Cheryl Adams, “This is the best our crops have been in years.”

Every year since 1995 the Adams have hosted a corn maze, bounce pad, hay slide, tractor 
pulls and bonfires. This year they have taken things a step further with 2 more acres of 
pumpkins to choose from and now a large maze showing their 25th anniversary - all 
thanks to GPS tracking.



NBC Nebraska News at 6:00pm / 10:00pm  

DATE: 9/7
LENGTH:     :30

DESCRIPTION: Colorado fires create haze in the panhandle

It has been weeks since Colorado’s rounds of wildfires first began and since then the 
panhandle has seen hazy conditions and at times little no visibility when looking for the 
sun.

However, a new weather system forming northwest of the region made for perfect 
conditions as the clouds were parted and the sun sat just right along the horizon, 
showcasing a red sun.



NBC Nebraska News at 6:00pm / 10:00pm, Noon  

DATE: 9/7, 9/9
LENGTH:     :30, 1:15

DESCRIPTION: Residents in Gering see an increase in water bill, some by thousands of 
dollars

Residents all across Gering, Nebraska taking to social media, showcasing their 
frustrations when seeing their City of Gering utility bill. 

As the summer ended many noticed bills going up at least $50.00 more or $100.00 more. 
For some, their bill is showing a suspected technical error of $18,049.31.

The city commented saying “If you think you have a problem with your bill, you can 
either just pay it and it will go on as a credit, or we can come and look at your meter.”



Non-Broadcast Employee Activities
Quarter 3

There were no tours during the pandemic


