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KQSS continues to air twelve regularly scheduled newscasts each weekday.  Seven 
newscasts air each weekday morning (at 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30 and 
9:00 AM), and five run during the afternoon (3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 5:00, and 5:30 
PM).  Additionally breaking news is aired immediately.   
 
Virtually all breaking news this quarter concerned road conditions due to 
construction, primarily on US 60 to the Valley due to the large construction 
projects, and to a lesser degree, on US 60 in Globe, which has been significantly 
disrupted by the laying of a new water main, not only causing unusual traffic back 
ups, but in one case a very serious auto accident.  On more than one occasion this 
quarter, accidents closed US 60 completely for several hours, virtually cutting off 
the local area.  KQSS updated listeners to conditions as they were known to us on 
a day by day basis. 
 
A big problem continues to be the lack of information KQSS receives from 
authorities on breaking events such as the aforementioned accidents, particularly 
when they fall outside of regular business hours.  Our first recognition of events is 
often prompted by listener phone calls.  We have repeatedly requested a protocol 
be put in place at the Sheriff’s office, as well as the local police departments, and 
while promises are made, the results are lacking.  Often we’re told to “check 
Facebook”, which is a less than reliable source, and is not available to all of the 
public.   
 
This quarter saw virtually no extreme weather, or warnings of it.   
 
Public Service Announcements continue to be featured as program elements rather 
than as pre-recorded commercials.  They air as stand alone elements, and also 
appear in all newscasts.  The only criteria for PSA material is that the message 
contain information that directly impacts the local community.  The vast majority 
are notices of local undertakings and events, however national messages that 
affect a large number of local residents are also aired. Examples would be ways to 
build and repair credit, services for veterans, and help for the unemployed. 
 
KQSS attended many local meetings this quarter, including Town of Miami, City of 
Globe, and Gila County and reports were aired on all of them.  
 
KQSS chooses to handle issues of public importance by airing short reports in high 
listening segments, often within extended newscasts, as opposed to long form 
programing scheduled when listening is light in order to reach the most amount of 
local residents in a setting where the information is more likely to attract interest, 
and ultimately involvement. 



 
The Town of Miami’s biggest issue continues to be money.  It was disclosed in a 
January meeting that the proposed Fiscal Year 2016-17 budget would see 
expenses eclipse income by at least $500,000.  Among the options discussed was 
turning over Cobre Valley Transit to the county.  Going after non-compliant sewer 
customers was also addressed this quarter, though with less than satisfactory 
results.  If all past due amounts were collected, the amount could equal the 
expected deficit, but complete collection is impossible.  Several accounts belong to 
deceased persons or those with whereabouts now unknown.  In January, 115 
letters were sent to delinquent customers.  They drew only 5 responses.  A follow 
up letter netted 21 payments. Not only is that ratio unpromising, but as 
councilmember Mike Black wondered, with over 600 past due account why have 
only 115 of them been targeted for collection?  Much discussion has ensued, with 
no real answers. 
COVERAGE:  Addressing Miami’s insolvency – Utility bill collection.  3/15/16  6, 8 
AM & 4:30 PM  (6 min)   
 
There’s also the issue of reimbursable expenses.  For instance, the Mackie Camp 
Bridge must be repaired, at significant expense.   The cash outlay will be fully 
reimbursed by county, state and or federal funds, but Miami is responsible for 
paying it initially—and no money exists to do so, so repairs have not been made. 
COVERAGE:  Addressing Miami’s insolvency:  Amassing sufficient funds to even 
qualify for reimbursement grants.  3/16/16  6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (4 min) 
 
But, by far, the most emotional issue this quarter was the Promise Zone 
Application.  Globe, Glia County and other municipalities quickly signed on to be 
part of an application to be filed by the Industrial Development Authority for the 
area to be considered as one of the White House’s Promise Zones.  But when it 
came to Miami, activists showed up to protest the application on the grounds that 
it would give the federal government leverage over the area and might bring tens 
of thousands of immigrants that would rape and pillage the local community. 
Protestors documented their far-fetched claims with the quotes of President 
Obama and other politicians and the possibility that multiple federal programs 
could be combined and implemented without the approval of the local community, 
resulting in disaster. Ultimately, Miami signed on to the Promise Zone application, 
which was filed prior to the February 23rd deadline.  Interestingly, the issue of 
whether the IDA was the best agency to head the application, and weather the 
IDA could administer it properly if granted, was not discussed.   Due to the 
popularity of the program and competing applicants, it is doubtful the application 
will be successful. 
COVERAGE:  Fears unfounded about Promise Zone designation— what should the 
area do to qualify.   2/23/16  6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (10 min) 
 



Progress was made on Miami’s blight.   Code Enforcement Director Gary Leveque 
took 22 cases to court and won all of them.  But what will be required of property 
owners was not elaborated.  By the end of the quarter, Leveque had opened four 
new cases, and cited four business owners for operating without licenses. Most in 
the community are welcoming his hard line approach. 
COVERAGE:  Does code enforcement help combat blight?  Is it legally possible to 
abate given some state regulations?  
1/26/16  6, 8 AM &  4 PM (7 min)    
3/17/16  4:30 PM (3 min)  
 
The City Of Globe’s financial woes were primarily confined to an issue discussed 
last quarter—accounting changes that now make unfunded liabilities part of the 
current budget. For Globe this puts a $10 million deficit on the books.  This 
quarter, Globe was no closer to solving the matter.   There was some good 
economic news on the dispute with Arizona Water Company, however.   
 
Though details were not fully revealed, both Globe and Arizona Water announced 
reaching an agreement, which would allow Globe to keep the water used by its 
treatment plant under its own auspices.  This will be a significant savings to Globe 
compared to what it might have to pay if Arizona Water Company successfully 
claimed rights to that water. 
COVERAGE: Local water infrastructure  1/13/16  8 AM & 4 PM (5 min)    
2/24/16 4:30 PM (5 min)   
3/10/16  6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM (2 min) 
3/23/16 6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM (3 min) 
 
There was very good economic news from the Fiscal Year 2014-15 financial audit, 
which has revenue exceeding expenses by almost a quarter of a million dollars in 
the general budget, and by almost a million dollars in the water and sewer budget.  
But in addition to the unfunded past pension liabilities is an almost exponential 
increase in current employee retirement contribution funding.  
COVERAGE: Globe’s good finances are still insufficient to address pension issue.  
3/9/16  6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM  (5 min)  
 
Bridges were also discussed. Many of Globe’s will need significant repairs or 
replacement.  Federal funding is available for most of it. 
COVERAGE:  Details of imperiled bridges and the schedule for repairing or 
replacing them.  2/25/16  6 AM & 4:30 PM  (8 minutes) 
 
Donation boxes, normally a non-controversial subject, were in the news.  Some 
are privately owned, and accusations ranging from scams to personal profits have 
long been made.  Regulations were put in place.  Now a permit is needed for a 
donation box to be located, with a $250 permit fee per box.   



COVERAGE: Addressing local scams— will requiring permits help?  1/27/16  8 AM 
& 4 PM  (4 min)     
 
Globe has a new city manager:  Paul Jepson, formerly the Intergovernmental 
Affairs Director for the city of Maricopa has accepted the position.  And Globe also 
has a new fire chief:  Deputy Chief Gary Robinson was elevated to that post after 
Chief Al Gameros retired.      
 
The Globe-Miami Chamber of Commerce presented its annual awards.  The Citizen 
of the Year award went to Cheryl & Rchard Brazell who operate the High Desert 
Humane Society’s thrift store.  And the Kip Culver Award, the first ever issued in 
honor of the late head of the Cobre Valley Center for the Arts and a legendary 
local art patron, went to JoNell Brantley-Thomas and Tom Foster.  
 
A discussion of the area would not be complete without bringing up Resolution 
Copper.  The intended mine is seen as a major hope for employment by most area 
residents, including those on the San Carlos Reservation, but detractors are very 
vocal.  At a dinner in January put on by the copper company, multiple enrolled 
members of the Apache tribe spoke in favor of the project and pointed fingers at 
outsiders for fomenting dissent among tribe members.  Regarding Oak Flats, one 
Native speaker claimed that no one on the Reservation ever saw it as sacred and, 
if anything, reminisced about it being a good place to drink beer.  Another 
lamented the possibility that the political efforts of a small group of detractors 
could undo a project that would be for the profound good of his people.   
COVERAGE: 1/14/16 6, 8 AM & 4:30 PM (10 min) 
 
In January, the Tonto National Forest authorized Resolution Copper’s data 
gathering activities, which put it one more rung higher on the regulatory latter it 
must climb for final approval of the mine.   In March however, to the dismay of 
many including US Reps. Kirkpatrick and Gosar, the National Park Service placed 
Oak Flat on the National Register of Historic Places.  This will not preclude the 
mine’s existence but adds to the approval process for Resolution Copper, and adds 
to the divide between what appears to be the majority of residents including most 
San Carlos Apache tribe members, and the project’s dissenters. 
COVERAGE:  Is there any indication Oak Flat is historically significant? 1/15/16 6 
AM & 4 PM (3 min) 
 
Some local residents voiced resentment over the involvement of presidential 
candidate Bernie Sanders who supports stopping the mine.  The feelings 
expressed were that Sanders does not understand the problems of the area, how 
much help the project could be, or the lack of historical significance of Oak Flat.  
 
March 22nd was the date of Arizona’s Presidential Primary.  Primary votes for all 
other offices will be held in August.  Little interest was voiced about the 



presidential primary and the Gila County results mirrored the state as a whole, 
with Donald Trump greatly leading the Republican field, and Hillary Clinton 
significantly leading the Democrats.  None of the voting issues reported in the 
Phoenix area surfaced here.  We received no complaints from listeners who were 
unable to vote due to polling place or technical issues. 
 
  
Placed in the public file on Saturday April 2, 2016 by Rollye Cornell. 
 


