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CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

SEPTEMBER 2007 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 

 

09/02/07 1) Report from Katie Couric, in Baghdad.  Topics include: speculation regarding the content of 

General Petraeus’ report / her impressions of Iraq 

2) Interview with Senator Joseph Biden.  Topics include: General Petraeus’ report and how 

Washington will react to the findings / the problems with the current administration’s policy in Iraq 

/ the Biden-Levin amendment, calling for an immediate draw down of combat troops; the search 

for a new attorney general -- the qualities he/she should possess and his assessment of the current 

field of potential candidates 

3) Interview with Senator Lindsey Graham.  Topics include: evaluation of the possible 

nominations for attorney general; his recent Air Force reserve duty in Iraq; the accomplishments of 

the surge and his assertion that a major breakthrough in Baghdad, with regards to the benchmarks, 

is on the horizon; the need for more economic support in Iraq 

4) A check on the state of politics with John Harris. Topics include: the campaign for president -- a 

competition between two strategies for the Republicans and a battle between conventional and 

unconventional campaigns for the Democrats 

Guest Correspondent: Katie Couric, Anchor, CBS Evening News (1).  Guests: Senator Joseph 

Biden (D-DE), Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, Democratic Presidential Candidate (2); 

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Armed Services Committee (3); John Harris, Editor in Chief, 

Politico.com (4) 

 

09/09/07 1) Interview with Senator Edward Kennedy.  Topics include: his thoughts on the war in Iraq and 

on the rumors that General Petraeus is going to declare the surge a success and request more time / 

his commitment to bringing the troops home from Iraq as soon as possible / the current condition 

of the United States Army and how long it will take for it to recover, so that the U.S. will be able 

to meet other security interests / the failures of both the Iraqi government and the current 

administration and how it affects our troops 

2) Interview with General Brent Scowcroft.  Topics include: how the war has impacted the various 

internal conflicts in Iraq and the surrounding region / continuing to support and train the Iraqi army 

/ the need for a gradual withdrawal, not based on a calendar, but on the situation on the ground / 

the problems facing the installation of a parliamentary democracy and the likelihood of one being 

established / his sense of the current situation in Iraq 

Guests: Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA), Armed Services Committee, Judiciary Committee (1); 

General Brent Scowcroft, USAF (Retired), Former National Security Advisor (2) 

 

09/16/07 1) Interview with Senator Carl Levin.  Topics include: whether or not enough bipartisan support 

exists in the Senate to force President Bush to speed up the drawdown of troops in Iraq / his belief 

that withdrawing American troops will force the Iraqi government to reach a political settlement on 

key issues / how to successfully draw down the troops without it being misread by others in the 

region as abandonment ; the MoveOn.org ad that ran in The New York Times against General 

Petraeus 

2) Interview with Senator Jon Kyl.  Topics include: the disastrous consequences of a premature 

withdrawal from Iraq -- for the Middle East and our own national security / the success of the Iraqi 

government in meeting the benchmarks in the provinces and with the tribes / the need for a stable 

environment, so that progress may continue / the importance of a long-term relationship with Iraq 

and the probability of American troops remaining in the region 

3) Interview with Tom Ricks.  Topics include: his take on the drawdown of troops -- due to the 

success of the surge or military necessity / the lack of good policy options and the risky 

consequences which accompany them ; the recent bombing in Syria by Israeli forces and why it is 

highly classified 

Guests: Senator Carl Levin (D-MI), Chairman, Armed Services Committee (1); Senator Jon Kyl 

(R-AZ), Chairman, Senate Republican Conference (2); Thomas E. Ricks, Military Correspondent, 

The Washington Post, author of “Fiasco: The American Military Adventure in Iraq” (3) 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

09/23/07 1) Interview with Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton. Topics include: (1) extricating the U.S. from 

the Iraqi war: the need for deadlines / voting to withhold funding / the need for a continued U.S. 

military presence in Iraq after the majority of combat troops are withdrawn; the pursuit of nuclear 

capabilities by Iran, Syria and North Korea - and the challenge that poses to the U.S.  (2) Senator 

Clinton’s health care plan / how it will be affordable to all (3) Her campaign’s return of an 

$850,000 contribution gathered by a fundraiser indicted as a swindler / the need for public 

financing of political campaigns;  the role of her husband, former President Bill Clinton, should 

she be elected president 

2) Roundtable discussion about the interview with Senator Clinton: her recognition of the need for 

a continued military presence in Iraq; her political move to the Democratic Party center; her hard 

stance towards North Korea; her chances of winning the nomination; her attention to problems 

outside of Iraq 

Guests: Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-NY) (1); John Harris, editor-in-chief, Politico.com 

(2); David Sanger, Chief Washington Correspondent, The New York Times (2) 

 

09/30/07 The situation in Iran: 

1) Interview with Gov. Bill Richardson. Topics include: the rumor of impending U.S. bombing 

raids on selected targets in Iran / the political and tactical ramifications of such action / the need 

for dialogue and negotiation with Iran, rather than military confrontation  

2) Roundtable discussion with Robin Wright and Danielle Pletka. Topics include: the visit of 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to the U.S. / his reception and its impact on his status in 

Iran; the need for an effective U.S.  economic sanctions program against Iraq prior to any 

consideration of military strikes; how events in Iraq impact on Iran  

3) Interview with author Lawrence Wright. Topics include: factors deterring the U.S. from 

capturing Osama Bin Laden / what should be done with him, if he were captured; the proliferation 

of the Al-Qaeda ideology and movement since 9/11; misperceptions about some personal aspects 

of Osama Bin Laden 

Guests: Governor Bill Richardson (D-NM), Democratic Presidential candidate (1); Robin Wright, 

The Washington Post (2); Danielle Pletka, American Enterprise Institute (2); Lawrence Wright, 

author, “The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11" (3) 

 

60 MINUTES 

 

09/02/07 “The Killings in Haditha” - Marine Staff Sgt. Frank Wuterich speaks publicly for the first time 

about the circumstances surrounding the November 2005 killing of 24 Iraqi civilians in Haditha, 

Iraq, resulting in murder charges against him and three other Marines. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Shawn 

Efran, Solly Granatstein) (OAD: 03/18/07 - includes an update.)  DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

“The Shipbreakers” - in Bangladesh, the industry of dismantling and stripping old ships employs 

thousands and supplies the country with almost all of its steel - but working conditions are 

appalling and toxic waste is polluting the beaches. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon) 

(OAD: 11/05/06) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy Goes To The Movies” - watching movies in a theater is better than 

watching movies at home (OAD: 12/17/06) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

09/09/07 “The Dust At Ground Zero” - a re-edited and condensed version of the original two-part segment 

on the pervasive  respiratory illnesses affecting the firemen, police, construction and utility 

workers who breathed the toxic dust in the aftermath of the World Trade Center destruction. 

Includes interviews with Dr. David Prezant, chief medical officer for New York City’s Fire 

Department; Christine Todd Whitman, former head of the Environmental Protection Agency; and 

Rudy Washington, a former deputy mayor under Rudy Giuliani.  (C: Katie Couric - P: Kyra 

Darnton) (OAD: 09/10/06) 

“Get Me The Geeks!” - the increasingly complicated electronics which our society relies on have 

given rise to the geeks - the essential technicians who set up our gadgets, including TVS, 

computers and hand-held devices. Includes an interview with Robert Stevens, founder of The Geek 

Squad. (C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine) (OAD: 01/28/07) 

“Pavarotti” - followup to “Pavarotti” (OAD: 60 MINUTES 09/26/93), an interview with operatic 

tenor, Luciano Pavarotti. In the followup  Pavarotti, now 66, talks about his health; his marriage to 

32-year-old Dr. Nicoletta Mantovani; his tax problems; and his eventual retirement. (C: Mike 

Wallace - P: Deborah LeLuca Sheh, William McClure) (OAD: 05/01/02 on 60 MINUTES II - 

includes an update.) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “What Americans Like” - Andy’s comments about a Time magazine 

article’s statistics on some American preferences in drink, food, pets and cars (OAD: 11/19/06) 

 

09/16/07 “Alan Greenspan” - an interview with Alan Greenspan, former Federal Reserve chairman who 

had his hand on the levers of the U.S. economy through 18 years and four presidents.  Topics 

discussed include his candid new memoir, “The Age of Turbulence”; his predictions about the 

economy; his relationship with his wife, NBC newswoman Andrea Mitchell; and his defense 

against the criticism for his perceived role in the housing and lending crisis.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: 

Karen M. Sughrue)  DOUBLE-LENGTH SEGMENT 

“Swimming With Sharks” - because tour operators use food to attract sharks for their “shark 

tourist” customers, critics say surfers and swimmers are in more danger now because the dangerous 

fish are associating humans with food. Includes footage of Bob Simon’s trip to Shark Central at the 

tip of South Africa where he got a close-up view of great whites from the vantage of a shark-proof 

cage; and interviews with Aidan Martin, an Australian scientist; Chris Fallows, a shark tourism 

operator; Chris Bovim, a surfer; and Helgo Schelmer, a psychologist and surfer. (C: Bob Simon - 

P: Michael Gavshon, Solly Granatstein) (OAD: 12/11/05) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “What’s In A Name?” - public places and things named after famous people 

(OAD: 05/14/06) 

 

09/23/07 “President Ahmadinejad” - an  interview through an interpreter with President Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad of Iran, before his journey to New York to speak at the UN General Assembly.  

Topics include his denied request to visit the World Trade Center site, the growing evidence that 

Iranian weapons are being sent to Iraq, and claims by the Bush administration that Iran is pursuing 

a nuclear bomb. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Robert G. Anderson, Casey Morgan) 

“Pot Shops” - a report on the problems that have arisen regarding Proposition 215, the decade-old 

law legalizing medical marijuana use in California. (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning) 

“The Match of His Life” - an interview with retired chess champion Gary Kasparov.  Kasparov, 

now involved in Russian politics and his opposition group “United Civil Front”, maintains that 

Russia is not a democracy, but a police state. (C: Steve Kroft - P: Andy Court, Keith Sharman) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Presidents On Vacation” - Andy Rooney analyzes presidents’ vacation 

habits 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

09/30/07 “The Justice Nobody Knows” - an interview with Justice Clarence Thomas.  Topics include his 

childhood in the Jim Crow South, the sexual harassment charges made against him at one time by 

Anita Hill which surfaced during his confirmation hearings, and his sixteen years on the Supreme 

Court.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Michael Radutzky, Denise Schrier Cetta) DOUBLE-LENGTH 

SEGMENT 

“What Killed Rebecca Riley?” - a report on the increased diagnoses of bi-polar disorder in 

young children and its treatment with adult psychiatric drugs, focusing on the death of four-year-

old Rebecca Riley.  Rebecca had been diagnosed with bi-polar disorder and was on several 

different medications at the time of her death.  Her parents, Carolyn and Michael, have been 

charged with first degree murder, but claim that they were just following doctor’s orders.  (C: 

Katie Couric - P: Kyra Darnton) 

“Invincible” - an interview with Tennessee Titans’ quarterback Vince Young.  Topics include his 

troubled childhood in Houston and the 2006 Rose Bowl, where he helped Texas win its first 

national championship in 35 years.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Tom Anderson) 

TWO ADDITIONAL SEGMENTS AIRING IN PACIFIC TIME ZONE ONLY: 

“Crusade Against Credit” - an interview with national radio host Dave Ramsey whose goal is to 

save people from insolvency through his courses, advice program and other tools he uses in the 

fight against debt and those who enable it. Also includes interviews with Ramsey’s wife Sharon 

and children - Denise, Rachel and Daniel. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen Sughrue) (OAD: 11/07/04) 

“Hillbilly Rock Star” - an interview/profile of singer Kenny Chesney, whose style combines 

country, rock and a dash of Caribbean island music. (C: Anderson Cooper - P: John Hamlin) 

(OAD: 02/18/07) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “What's On Your Plate?” - Andy takes a closer look at State slogans 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 

 

09/01/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Murder on His Mind” - In April 2005, Stephen Stanko murdered his 

girlfriend Laura Ling, and then raped and stabbed her daughter. Shortly afterwards, he killed a 

friend, Henry Turner.  Previously, in 1996, Stanko had served an eight year prison term for 

assaulting his then-girlfriend, Elizabeth McClendon. Stanko claimed he had no memory of these 

events. At his trial for the murder of Laura Ling, Stanko’s lawyer called on medical experts who 

claimed that PET scan images of Stanko’s brain revealed that he was born with a brain defect, a 

neurological dysfunction that made him psychopathic and, on occasion, temporarily insane. 

Medical experts for the prosecution contested this claim. A jury found Stanko guilty and 

recommended the death penalty. He will again face the death penalty when he is tried for the 

murder of Henry Turner. His lawyer will continue to argue that he has a brain defect. Includes 

interviews with: Stephen Stanko; the daughter (name withheld) of Laura Ling; Chris Ling, ex-

husband of murder victim Laura Ling and father of their daughter; Lt. William Pierce, Georgetown 

County (S.C.) Sheriff’s Office; Greg Hembree, Georgetown County Prosecutor; Elizabeth 

McClendon, former girlfriend of Stanko; William Diggs, Stanko’s lawyer; Dr. Thomas Sachy, 

neuropsychiatrist. (C: Troy Roberts - P: Josh Gelman, Mary Noonan Robichaux, Lourdes Aguiar) 

(OAD: 01/13/07 - includes an update.) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

09/08/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “To Catch A Killer” - On December 3, 1997, when several family 

members didn’t show up for a birthday party, Phil and Nicoletta Dosso drove to their business in 

Bartow, Florida to search for them. There, they made a grisly discovery - the bodies of their 

daughter, Diane Patisso; her husband, George Patisso; their son, Frank Dosso; and their longtime 

business partner and friend, George Gonsalves. All four of them had been shot execution style and 

the killer had been extremely careful - no fingerprints, DNA or murder weapon was found. Special 

Agent Tommy Ray investigated more than one thousand leads, but all were dead ends except for 

one - Nelson Serrano. Serrano, a former business partner, had been accused of theft by Dosso and 

Gonsalves and eventually forced out. But Serrano had an alibi - he claimed to have been in 

Atlanta, Georgia at the time of the murders. However, hotel lobby video footage from Atlanta, cell 

phone records, an admission by Serrano’s nephew, Alvaro Pennaherrera that he rented a car for his 

uncle, as well as Serrano’s fingerprints on two airport parking tickets from Orlando, Florida further 

cemented Ray’s belief in Serrano’s guilt. Four years after the homicides, Serrano was indicted. 

However, months earlier, Serrano and his wife had returned to their native Ecuador - a country 

with no extradition treaty with the United States. Special Agent Ray traveled to Ecuador to see if 

there was a loophole which would allow him to arrest Serrano. One came after it was revealed that 

Serrano had given up his Ecuadorian citizenship when he had become a US citizen. With that 

information, Serrano was arrested and deported back to the United States. Serrano and his family 

claimed that his Ecuadorian citizenship was reinstated when Ecuador’s constitution was changed 

and that he was denied an attorney. Nine years after the killings, Serrano went on trial. The jury 

reached a verdict in only six hours - guilty of four counts of first-degree murder. Nelson Serrano is 

under a suicide watch while he awaits sentencing. Ecuadorian legislators want to investigate 

Nelson Serrano’s deportation to the United States. (C: Harold Dow - P: Steven Reiner, Sara Ely 

Hulse) (OAD: 03/03/07 - includes an update.) 

 

09/15/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Perfectly Executed” (9:00-11:00p) - an expanded version of “Written 

In Blood” (OAD: 09/25/04), a report on the brutal 1994 murders of the Rafay family -- Sultana 

Rafay, her husband Tariq and their autistic daughter, Basma -- in Bellevue, Washington, focusing 

on the pursuit and arrest of the two primary suspects: Atif Rafay, the only surviving family 

member, and his friend Sebastian Burns. Focuses on the key role of the Canadian Mounted Police 

in the investigation and the elaborate sting operation put in place by the CMP in order to obtain 

confessions from Rafay and Burns. Having taken refuge in Canada, Rafay and Burns, who had 

written the script for a film called “The Great Despisers,” whose plot paralleled the 1994 murders, 

were extradited to Seattle to face murder charges. They were tried in November 2003, found guilty 

of murder and sentenced to three consecutive life terms -- one for each life that was taken. The 

Burns family has launched a campaign for a new trial. Includes interviews with the two accused 

men; Carol and Dave Burns, Sebastian’s parents; Jimmy Myoshi, a friend of the suspects; 

Detective Bob Thompson; Sgt. Haslett, of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police; Jeff Robinson and 

Song Richardson, defense attorneys for Sebastian Burns; Roger Davidheiser and James Konat, 

King County’s prosecuting team. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Nancy Kramer, Gayane Keshishyan - 

Field P: Jenna Jackson) (OAD: 08/06/05 as “Written In Blood” - includes an update.) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

09/22/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Murder on the Cape” - a follow-up to “Secrets of the Heart” (OAD: 

04/10/02; rebroadcast on 08/05/02 with an update.) In January 2002, Christa Worthington, a 

former fashion writer, was found murdered in her Truro, Massachusetts home. The expanding list 

of potential suspects included her former boyfriend, Tim Arnold, who had discovered her body; 

and ex-lover Tony Jackett, a married father of five children, whose affair with Worthington 

produced a daughter named Ava. DNA evidence was found on Worthington’s body indicating 

sexual relations, but when the crime lab produced results a year after her murder, they did not 

match any of the potential suspects. With no match, District Attorney Michael O’Keefe widened 

the circle of his investigation and asked for DNA from every single man in Truro. Three and a half 

years after the murder, a match was found for the DNA located both inside and outside 

Worthington’s body. Christopher A. McCowen, Worthington’s garbage man, was arrested for her 

murder. McCowen denied knowing Worthington until he was presented with the DNA evidence 

against him. With that information, McCowen admitted to having had sexual relations with 

Worthington and that he had beat her, but he blamed her murder on his friend, Jeremy Frazier. 

However, Frazier’s DNA wasn’t found anywhere on Worthington’s body and he had an alibi. 

McCowen’s attorney, Bob George, believed that McCowen’s race, class, drug use, and low IQ 

made him an easy target and that McCowen and Worthington had been involved in a consensual 

sexual relationship. George believed that the police had bungled the investigation and that the case 

was based on the inability to imagine an actual relationship between the two. McCowen never 

testified. The jury found him guilty of first degree murder and sentenced him to life in prison 

without the possibility of parole. Attorney Bob George claims he has evidence of racial bias on the 

jury and has filed a motion for a new trial. (C: Susan Spencer - P: Josh Yager, Martin Zied) (OAD: 

03/06/07) 

 

09/29/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The McGuire Diaries” - Melanie McGuire, on trial for the murder of 

her husband Bill, was provided by 48 HOURS MYSTERY with a video camera, so that she could 

record her intimate thoughts as she stood trial.  Excerpts of her video diary are interspersed 

throughout the broadcast.  In May of 2004, his dismembered body was found in three suitcases in 

Chesapeake Bay.  He had been shot with a .38 caliber gun.  Melanie claimed that Bill had vanished 

weeks before, after an argument.  She had never filed a missing person’s report and without having 

heard from Bill, she later filed for divorce.  She claimed that he had been abusive and suggested 

that his disappearance and murder were the result of his gambling problem and that his frequent 

trips to Atlantic City had put him in contact with shady characters.  However, a blanket wrapped 

around Bill’s torso was the same kind of blanket used at the fertility clinic where Melanie worked 

as a nurse, making her a suspect.  After extensive searches, police were unable to find a murder 

weapon or tool used to cut up Bill’s body, and there was no evidence of a crime scene.  Soon 

afterwards, police learned that Melanie had purchased a Taurus .38 special revolver just 48 hours 

before Bill had disappeared.  Melanie, however, claimed that she had purchased that gun for Bill at 

his own request.  She claimed he wanted it for his own protection, but couldn’t buy it himself 

because of a felony conviction.  Believing her to be guilty, Prosecutor Patti Prezioso intensified 

her investigation and had Melanie put under surveillance.  This soon revealed two of Melanie’s 

secrets -- she had been carrying on an affair for more than two years with her boss, Dr. Brad 

Miller, and she had been in Atlantic City the night after she claimed Bill had left her.  She later 

stated that she had gone to Atlantic City in search of Bill, had found his car and moved it out of 

spite.  Thirteen months after the suitcases were found, Melanie McGuire was arrested for the 

murder of her husband.  Nine months after her arrest, the trial began.  After seven weeks and more 

than seventy witnesses, Melanie McGuire was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison.  She 

will be eligible for parole in 2073, when she would be 100 years old. (C: Maureen Maher - P: Liza 

Finley, Gail Abbott Zimmerman) 

 

 

* * * 


