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FACE THE NATION 
 

03/04/07 (1) A discussion of possible factors and situations which may have contributed to the scandal of poor living 

conditions for some war veterans at Walter Reed Military Hospital. Topics include: a lack of accountability 

within the Bush administration / a lack of national commitment, commensurate with going to war, to fully 

care for all those wounded in the war / over-optimism about the progress of the war as a cause of a lack of 

planning to care for large numbers of wounded / lack of planning and preparation for the casualties of war/ 

the Department of Defense and the Veterans Administration: two different standards for what represents 

disability; possible Congressional approaches to constrain the President on the Iraqi war 

(2) How The Washington Post investigated conditions at Walter Reed; veterans overwhelmed by the 

bureaucracy and in conflict with the Army over their disability ratings; lack of patient advocates and 

caseworkers  

Guests: Senator Carl Levin (D-MI), Chairman, Armed Services Committee (1); Senator Joseph Lieberman 

(I-CT), Armed Services Committee (1); Anne Hull, The Washington Post (2) 

 

03/11/07 (1) Reaction to President Bush‟s request today for another 8,200 troops for Iraq and Afghanistan; reports 

that U.S. Attorneys have been fired by the Attorney General because some Republicans felt that they 

weren‟t doing enough to file corruption charges against Democrats in their states; the FBI abusing its 

powers under the Patriot Act / invasion of the privacy of phone and e-mail records; whether or not Lewis 

“Scooter” Libby should be pardoned  

(2) Addressing the problems at Walter Reed Military Hospital / cutting through veterans‟ paper work / 

combining a veteran‟s physical evaluation and the medical evaluation into one process / need for a change 

in the culture of command, including a new Army surgeon general and a new head of the Veterans 

Administration 

Guests: Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY), Vice Chair, Democratic Conference (1); Senator Arlen Specter 

(R-PA), Judiciary Committee (1); Senator Claire McCaskill (D-MO), Armed Services Committee (2)  

 

03/18/07 (1) The effectiveness of an additional troop commitment to Iraq / advisability of a timeline for withdrawal 

of U.S. troops from Iraq / stoking sectarian violence as a strategic tool of al-Qaeda and the insurgents; 

correcting the situation at Walter Reed Hospital; restructuring the Pentagon‟s intelligence operations 

(2) The contention that the recent firings of some U.S. Attorneys was done for political reasons / the 

situation of California Prosecutor Carol Lam / whether the Attorney General should resign / the need for 

Senate confirmation of U.S. Attorney appointments  

Guests: Robert Gates, Secretary of Defense (1); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Member, Judiciary 

Committee (2)  

 

03/25/07 The controversy over the recent firings of eight U.S. Attorneys:  

(1) The perception that it was a political action, unrelated to any performance issues or evaluations;  (2) the 

perceived politicization of the judicial system / the need for Attorney General Gonzales to appear before the 

Senate / whether to subpoena Bush political adviser Karl Rove and former White House Counsel Harriet 

Miers; (3) a discussion of the controversy‟s impact on the Republican Party / its effect on the 2008 

presidential campaign; the effect of Elizabeth Edwards‟ cancer recurrence on her husband John Edwards‟ 

presidential campaign 

Guests: H.E. “Bud” Cummins III, former U.S. Attorney (1); Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Chairman, 

Judiciary Committee (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Member, Judiciary Committee (2); David 

Brooks, The New York Times (3); Jim VandeHei, Politico.com (3) 
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60 MINUTES 
 

03/04/07 “Jihad.com” - a report on the use of the Internet as the primary tool being used by Al Qaeda and other 

Islamic terrorist groups to recruit Islamic youth to their cause. Includes interviews with Army Brigadier 

General John Custer, head of intelligence for U.S. Central Command; Aaron Weisburd, a civilian computer 

programmer involved in attacking extremist Websites; Rita Katz, director of the Site Institute, a private firm 

which monitors terrorist activities on the Web. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Harry Radliffe) 

“Wake Up Call” - an interview with U.S. Comptroller General David Walker, who says that the Medicare 

program will bankrupt the treasury in the coming decades unless vast reforms to the program and to the 

nation‟s healthcare system are made. Includes comments by Senator Kent Conrad (D-ND), chairman of the 

Senate Budget Committee. (C: Steve Kroft - P: Andy Court)  

“Dog Nut” - an interview with Sam Simon, the multimillionaire veteran television producer who helped 

create “The Simpsons” and whose foundation rescues stray and abandoned dogs and trains some of them to 

be service dogs for deaf people.(C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning)   

Andy Rooney topic: “A Peek at the President‟s Schedule” - Andy wonders why would anyone would want 

to be president 

Update: “The Death of Timothy Souders” (OAD: 02/11/07) 

 

03/11/07 “The Anthrax Case” - Dr. Steven Hatfill is the only man named by the FBI as a “person of interest” in the 

anthrax attacks of 2001.  He has never been charged, and is now suing the government. Includes interviews 

with his lawyer, Tom Connolly, and Senator Charles Grassley (D-IA. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Richard Bonin) 

 “Left Behind” - A report on the plight of thousands of Iraqis who helped the U.S. in Iraq as translators, 

office help and construction workers, and who are now targeted as collaborators by the insurgents. Many 

want to come to America, but are having a hard time because of U.S. security requirements. Includes 

interviews with retired Major General Paul Eaton; Assistant Secretary of State Ellen Sauerbrey; former 

Assistant Secretary of State Julia Taft. (C: Scott Pelley - P: David Gelber, Joel Bach) 

 “The Widows of Harlan County” - In 2006, there were 47 coal miners who died on the job in the U.S., 

including six in Harlan County, Kentucky. Some of their widows contend that safety standards are being 

ignored in the pursuit of profit. Includes interviews with widows Melissa Lee, Stella Morris, Mary 

Middleton, Priscilla Petra; attorneys Kent Hendrickson and Tony Oppegard; and Richard Stickler, head of 

the Federal Mine Safety and Health Administration. (C: Bob Simon - P: Tom Anderson) 

 Andy Rooney topic: “Bring Back The Draft?” - a military draft would yield a higher quality of soldier 

 

03/18/07 “The Killings in Haditha” - Marine Staff Sgt. Frank Wuterich speaks publicly for the first time about the 

circumstances surrounding the November 2005 killing of 24 Iraqi civilians in Haditha, Iraq, resulting in 

murder charges against him and three other Marines. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Shawn Efran, Solly Granatstein) 

DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT  

“Simon Cowell” - an interview/profile of Simon Cowell, the acerbic judge on the television series 

“American Idol”. (C: Anderson Cooper - P: John Hamlin) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy‟s View Of The News” - Andy tackles the problem of getting too many 

newspapers 

 

03/25/07 “John & Elizabeth Edwards” - an interview with Democratic Presidential candidate John Edwards and 

his wife Elizabeth, who discuss her recent cancer diagnosis in the context of his 2008 presidential bid. (C: 

Katie Couric - P: Robert Anderson, Lori Beecher, Michael Rosenbaum) 

“The Network” - An interview with Hassan Butt, a British-born Muslim and former extremist who has 

renounced Islamic violence. He describes how he recruited members for the „network‟ -- a web of radical 

British Muslim terrorists with links to Al Qaeda. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael Gavshon) 

“Prisoner 05A4820" - an interview with former Tyco CEO Dennis Kozlowski. Convicted of stealing more 

than $100 million from Tyco, he is now serving an 8-to-25-year sentence. He maintains he is not guilty of 

the charges. (C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran)  

Andy Rooney topic: “What A Winter!” - Andy misses cold winters with heavy snowfalls 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

 

03/03/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “To Catch A Killer” - On December 3, 1997, when several family members 

didn‟t show up for a birthday party, Phil and Nicoletta Dosso drove to their business in Bartow, Florida to 

search for them.  There, they made a grisly discovery - the bodies of their daughter, Diane Patisso; her 

husband, George Patisso; their son, Frank Dosso; and their longtime business partner and friend, George 

Gonsalves.  All four of them had been shot execution style and the killer had been extremely careful - no 

fingerprints, DNA or murder weapon was found.  Special Agent Tommy Ray investigated more than one 

thousand leads, but all were dead ends except for one - Nelson Serrano.  Serrano, a former business partner, 

had been accused of theft by Dosso and Gonsalves and eventually forced out.  But Serrano had an alibi - he 

claimed to have been in Atlanta, Georgia at the time of the murders.  However, hotel lobby video footage 

from Atlanta, cell phone records, an admission by Serrano‟s nephew, Alvaro Pennaherrera that he rented a 

car for his uncle, as well as Serrano‟s fingerprints on two airport parking tickets from Orlando, Florida 

further cemented Ray‟s belief in Serrano‟s guilt.  Four years after the homicides, Serrano was indicted.  

However, months earlier, Serrano and his wife had returned to their native Ecuador - a country with no 

extradition treaty with the United States.  Special Agent Ray traveled to Ecuador to see if there was a 

loophole which would allow him to arrest Serrano.  One came after it was revealed that Serrano had given 

up his Ecuadorian citizenship when he had become a US citizen.  With that information, Serrano was 

arrested and deported back to the United States.  Serrano and his family claimed that his Ecuadorian 

citizenship was reinstated when Ecuador‟s constitution was changed and that he was denied an attorney.  

Nine years after the killings, Serrano went on trial.  The jury reached a verdict in only six hours - guilty of 

four counts of first-degree murder.  Nelson Serrano is under a suicide watch while he awaits sentencing.  

Ecuadorian legislators want to investigate Nelson Serrano‟s deportation to the United States.  (C: Harold 

Dow - P: Steven Reiner, Sara Ely Hulse) 

 

03/06/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Murder on the Cape” - a follow-up to “Secrets of the Heart” (OAD: 04/10/02; 

rebroadcast on 08/05/02 with an update.)  In January 2002, Christa Worthington, a former fashion writer, 

was found murdered in her Truro, Massachusetts home.  The expanding list of potential suspects included 

her former boyfriend, Tim Arnold, who had discovered her body; and ex-lover Tony Jackett, a married 

father of five children, whose affair with Worthington produced a daughter named Ava.  DNA evidence was 

found on Worthington‟s body indicating sexual relations, but when the crime lab produced results a year 

after her murder, they did not match any of the potential suspects. With no match, District Attorney Michael 

O‟Keefe widened the circle of his investigation and asked for DNA from every single man in Truro.  Three 

and a half years after the murder, a match was found for the DNA located both inside and outside 

Worthington‟s body.  Christopher A. McCowen, Worthington‟s garbage man, was arrested for her murder.  

McCowen denied knowing Worthington until he was presented with the DNA evidence against him.  With 

that information, McCowen admitted to having had sexual relations with Worthington and that he had beat 

her, but he blamed her murder on his friend, Jeremy Frazier.  However, Frazier‟s DNA wasn‟t found 

anywhere on Worthington‟s body and he had an alibi. McCowen‟s attorney, Bob George, believed that 

McCowen‟s race, class, drug use, and low IQ made him an easy target and that McCowen and Worthington 

had been involved in a consensual sexual relationship.  George believed that the police had bungled the 

investigation and that the case was based on the inability to imagine an actual relationship between the two.  

McCowen never testified.  The jury found him guilty of first degree murder and sentenced him to life in 

prison without the possibility of parole.  Attorney Bob George claims he has evidence of racial bias on the 

jury and has filed a motion for a new trial.  (C: Susan Spencer - P: Josh Yager, Martin Zied) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 
 

03/10/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: "Dangerous Reunion" - In 1981, a series of sexual assaults targeting members 

of the Castleberry High cheerleading team occurred in and around River Oaks, Texas.  In January 1982, the 

body of Retha Stratton, a former Castleberry High cheerleader, was discovered by her roommate -- she had 

been stabbed 38 times with a kitchen knife.  Fort Worth Police Detective Dennis Timmons quickly focused 

his investigation on Wesley Wayne Miller, former captain of the Castleberry High football team.  Miller 

had been suggested as a suspect in the sexual assaults, but was never questioned.  This time there was more 

evidence.   Within 48 hours, Wesley Wayne Miller was charged with the murder of Retha Stratton.  

Initially, Miller denied involvement, but once presented with the evidence, he confessed.  Stratton had not 

been sexually assaulted, but police were able to match Miller‟s fingerprints to one of the sexual assault 

crime scenes.  The murder trial began in October of 1982 and two weeks later, Miller was found guilty and 

sentenced to twenty five years in prison.  The jury in the murder trial was prohibited from hearing anything 

concerning the sexual assaults and believed he deserved a second chance.  Without DNA testing, 

prosecutors went forward with the most airtight sexual assault case, but eventually agreed to a plea deal of 

twenty years, which would be served concurrently with the murder sentence.  Rona Stratton, Retha‟s sister 

and Lisa Ticknor Gabbert, a close friend of Retha‟s and one of Miller‟s victims were devastated to learn 

just how quickly Miller would become eligible for parole and made it their mission to keep Miller in prison.  

By 1991, due to a mandatory release law established to ease prison overcrowding, Miller had enough credit 

for good behavior and qualified for early release.  Miller was arrested again for attempted assault and 

sentenced to five more years. Released again in 1998 to a county jail, Miller refused to attend sex offender 

counseling and as a result, was returned to prison.  With his twenty five year sentence almost over, Rona 

and Lisa attempted to have Miller classified as a sexually violent predator under civil commitment - a law 

which Rona was instrumental in getting passed.  Two convictions for sex crimes are required in order to be 

committed and if successful, Miller would become the first murderer to be classified as such.  Chief 

Prosecutor Joey Robertson argued that Retha‟s murder was the very definition of a sex crime and was the 

last barbaric act of a serial rapist.  The jury agreed.  As a result, upon Miller‟s release, he will be subject to 

the same intense monitoring as the worst sex offenders.  On March 9, 2007, Wesley Wayne Miller was 

released from prison.  He is housed within 25 miles of Rona and Lisa.  (C: Susan Spencer - P: Ian P. 

Paisley, Jenna Jackson) 

 

03/17/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Jeffrey MacDonald: Time For Truth” (WEST COAST ONLY) - a report on 

the 1970 murders of U.S. Army Doctor Jeffrey MacDonald‟s pregnant wife and two young daughters at 

their Fort Bragg home in Fayetteville, N.C. Having served 25 years in prison for the murders, MacDonald, 

now 61, still proclaims his innocence and expresses hope that he will eventually be legally vindicated. From 

the day following the murders 35 years ago, MacDonald has maintained that a group of crazed, drug-fueled 

hippies broke into his apartment and murdered his wife Collette and daughters -- five-year-old Kimberly 

and two-year-old Kristen.  It took the U.S. Government nine years to make its case against him, but in 1979, 

a jury convicted MacDonald of three counts of first-degree murder -- a conviction based entirely on 

circumstantial evidence. Since then, MacDonald and his lawyers have exhausted every avenue of appeal. 

Married behind bars over two years ago, MacDonald‟s request for parole was denied. He is hoping that 

DNA testing being done on hair and blood evidence from the crime scene will confirm that he did not kill 

his family. (C: Bill Lagattuta - Sr. P: Anthony Batson, Judy Tygard, Peter Schweitzer - P: Josh Gelman) 

(OAD: 11/05/05) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 
 

03/24/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Deadly Ride” (9:30-10:30p) - Jane Mixer, one of a handful of female students 

at the University of Michigan Law School in March of 1969, had just agreed to get married and had 

arranged a ride home to tell her parents. Her body was found in a small, rural cemetery just miles from her 

dorm. She had been shot twice in the head and strangled. Jane Mixer was the third of seven young women 

to be found dead in the area within two years. Shortly after finding the seventh victim, police arrested John 

Collins, an Eastern Michigan University student who was subsequently convicted of only one of the 

murders. Maggie Nelson, the daughter of Jane‟s sister Barbara, determined to write a book about her aunt 

and to unravel the mystery of her murder. Some detectives also believed the case merited another look. 

DNA tests of evidence at the scene of the crime led police to Gary Leiterman, a 62-year-old retired nurse 

and to John Ruelas, who was four-years-old at the time of the crime. Despite concerns over the possible 

contamination of DNA evidence and the absence of fingerprints, Gary Leiterman, was tried, convicted of 

first degree murder and sentenced to life in prison. Leiterman, who maintains that he is innocent, plans to 

seek a new trial, challenging the DNA evidence. (C: Maureen Maher - Sr. P: Judy Tygard - P: Gail Abbott 

Zimmerman, Chris Young)(OAD: 11/26/05) 

 

03/24/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Dark Side Of The Mesa” (10:30-11:30p) - in November 2001 Michael Blagg, 

returned to his Grand Junction, Colorado home to find a bloody bed and an empty jewel box -- but no sign 

of his wife Jennifer or their six-year-old daughter Abby. When investigators learned that Blagg and his wife 

had argued over his addiction to hard-core pornography, Blagg became the prime suspect. When a search of 

the county landfill produced Jennifer‟s remains, the District Attorney charged Blagg with first degree 

murder. Michael Blagg was tried for murder in March of 2004, convicted and sentenced to life in prison. 

Abby has never been found. Includes interviews with: Steve King, Mesa County Sheriff‟s investigator; the 

Reverend Art Blankenship, pastor of the Blaggs‟ Evangelical Church and his wife Rhonda; Marilyn 

Conway, Jennifer‟s mother; David Loman, her brother; David Eisner, Blagg‟s attorney; and District 

Attorney Frank Daniels. (C: Susan Spencer - P: Peter Henderson, Martin Zied - Sr. P: Katie Boyle) (OAD: 

10/09/04) 

 

03/31/07 PREEMPTION 

 

* * * 

 

 


