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YOUTH & RELATED ISSUES
13 Stars
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United Way of Greater New Bedford
New Bedford Public Library

New Bedford Boys & Girls Club
National Down Syndrome Society

Children’s Advocacy Center

HIGH ENERGY COST/COST OF LIVING
Good Neighbor Energy Fund 

CRIME PREVENTION

HEALTH ISSUES
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New Bedford Wellness 
Fall River YMCA

Southcoast Hospital Group
Cape Cod Kayak

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENTS & EVENTS
New Bedford Zoo

Toiletries to Homeless Shelters
Amenity Aid

New Bedford Half Marathon



UPFRONT

Upfront is a half hour public affairs program that airs on WCTK/WNBH/WPVD every 
Sunday morning.  The program features interviews with representatives of various social 
service organizations, state/town and city agencies and other experts in a variety of fields 
within the communities served.  It is both topical and informative.  
Although the Upfront program is broadcast on all stations, it is individually tailored for 
the communities served and is broadcast on the respective stations serving that 
community.  WCTK is also available on line.  WCTK/WPVD host is Phil Lopiccolo and 
WNBH host is Ed Pereira.

YOUTH & RELATED ISSUES

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  1/12/20 & 1/26/20      Time:  7:30a-8:00a WCTK/WPVD

13 Stars

Public Interest:  We discussed what two local entrepreneurs are doing to help veterans in 
need in Rhode Island

My guest were Eli Kady and Sean Maloney of 13 Stars, a veteran-owned company out of 
Warren, RI, that uses a portion of their proceeds to support veterans groups in the state. 

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  2/2/2020 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WCTK/WPVD

RI GOP

Public Interest:  We discussed what the RI GOP is doing to promote school choice

My guest was Sue Cienki, the RI GOP Chairwoman, and our topic was school choice.  
She explained the concept, how it could help families, the arguments against it and what 
can be done about under-performing schools.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  2/9/2020, 2/16/20 & 3/22/20 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WNBH

United Way of Greater New Bedford



Public Interest:  We discussed a recent donation that helped a family improve their lives.

My guest was Victoria Grasela the vice president of marketing an community 
engagement for the United Way of Greater New Bedford. We discussed what the United 
Way does and its impact on the community. Recently they were involved with Midas of 
Dartmouth which provided a car for a single mom with 3 children. This car had 
immediate benefits as she now could now drive to work as a health aide at area homes. 
Without the car she was limited in number of hours and places she could work due to bus 
schedules. She is now working full time and providing for her family.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  2/23/2020 & 3/29/20 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WNBH

New Bedford Public Library

Public Interest:  We discussed the library and its resources.

My guest was Olivia Mello, director of the New Bedford Public Library system. February 
is love your library month. Olivia and I discussed all of the resource available at the 
library and all of it is for free. From recent novels for recreational reading to periodicals 
on micro film and access to computers the library truly is the peoples University. One of 
the best kept secrets is the third floor of the library which is an art gallery type of display 
of local artists that is open to the public and it even has its own curator to keep things 
fresh on a monthly basis.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  3/1/20 & 3/8/202 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WCTK/WPVD

National Down Syndrome Society

Public Interest:  We discussed an event that brings awareness to Down Syndrome

My guest was Chef Ashley Scungio from Easy Entertaining Catering.  She shared her 
personal story of raising a daughter with Down Syndrome and gave the details on a 
fundraiser to benefit the National Down Syndrome Society.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  3/15/20 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WNBH



New Bedford Boys & Girls Club

Public Interest:  We discussed the 28th Annual Rick Jalbert All-Star Challenge

My guest was Rob Mendes the executive director of the greater New Bedford Boys and 
Girls Club. The Rick Jalbert All Star challenge is a basketball showcase for local high 
school seniors to get together to play in a game that raises funds for the Boys and Girls 
Club The basketball player are all seniors. There is a game for the girls and one for the 
boys. Over the years this event has raised over five hundred thousand dollars for the 
Club.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  3/22/20 Time: 7:30a8:00a WCTK/WPVD
 
Children’s Advocacy Center

Public Interest:  We discussed the ways Children’s Advocacy promotes awareness of 
child abus, and what they’re doing to help prevent it.

My guest was Michelle Loranger of Children’s Advocacy Center of Bristol County.  We 
talked child abuse and sexual assault and how this organization works to create 
opportunities to open conversations on the topic in schools, churches, etc. We also spoke 
of the ways they are working towards prevention especially during Child Abuse 
Awareness Month in April.

HIGH ENERGY/COST OF LIVING

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  2/9/2020 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WCTK/WPVD

Good Neighbor Energy Fund

Public Interest:  We discussed what the Good Neighbor Energy Fund does to help Rhode 
Islanders

My guest was Marisa Albanese from National Grid, one of the energy companies that 
helps to implement the Good Neighbor Energy Fund.  The Fund is a one-time only grant 
to help people in financial difficulty to pay their energy bills.



CRIME PREVENTION

HEALTH ISSUES

Program:  Upfront  Locally produced (PA)

Date:  1/5/20 & 1/19/20      Time:  7:30a-8:00a WCTK/WPVD

Epilepsy Foundation

Public Interest:  We discussed what epilepsy is and also focused on an event that raises 
money for the Foundation

My guest was Christina Vilardi of the Epilepsy Foundation.  As an epileptic herself, we 
were able to get a firsthand look at what seizures are like and the types of medications 
being used to keep them at bay.  We also talked about The Maddie Gala, their biggest 
fundraiser of the year.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  1/5/20       Time:  7:30a-8:00a WNBH

New Bedford Wellness Program

Public Interest:  We discussed the program to help participants learn good health habits.

My guest was Dr. Michael Rocha who heads up the New Bedford Wellness program. 
New Bedford Wellness holds classes for mind and body on Sunday mornings from 9am 
until 1:00 pm at the Boys and Girls Club of New Bedford. The classes are designed to get 
participants moving and learning good health habits. There is instruction on healthy 
eating, yoga and physical activity. The sessions are free and open to the public. All that 
you have to do is register.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  1/12/20 & 3/1/20      Time:  7:30a-8:00a WNBH

Fall River YMCA

Public Interest:  We discussed the special offer for new members.

My guests were the executive director of the Fall River YMCA, Stephane Mancini and 
Lou Brito the senior program director of the Wareham YMCA. During the month of 



January, the South Coast YMCA’s are offering a special for new members. For example, 
if you join on the 5th of January your joiner’s fee would be five dollars, on the tenth, ten 
dollars and so on. Lou talker about all of the different options available at the Y and how 
they can tailor a program to fit you goals for the upcoming year

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  2/2/2020 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WNBH

Southcoast Hospital Group

Public Interest:  We discussed healthy heart and the prevention of heart problems.

My guest was Donna Quinn from the Southmost Hospital Group. She is the nurse 
clinician in the cardiac prevention program. She works with the public schools in New 
Bedford. There is a growing concern about obesity in younger children and the problems 
this can cause for the heart. A combination of lack of activity and poor diet are two of the 
major contributors to childhood obesity.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  3/15/2020 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WCTK/WPVD

Cape Cod Kayak

Public Interest:  We discussed an event that brings awareness to bone marrow donations

My guest was Fernandes from Cape Cod Kayak.  She has had several family members 
die from diseases that require bone marrow transplants.  She works with several 
organizations that strive to get the word out about the importance of donating and having 
the swab test done.  She also promoted an upcoming event.

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENTS/ EVENTS

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  1/19/20 & 1/26/20      Time:  7:30a-8:00a WNBH

New Bedford Zoo



Public Interest:  We discussed the fundraising efforts to help aid the animals of the 
Australian fires.

My guests were Sarah Henry the marketing director of the New Bedford Zoo and Keith 
Lockett the director of day to day operations at the New Bedford Zoo. They discussed 
some fund-raising events to raise money to help the wild animals that are being forced 
from their natural homes due the devastating fires taking place in Australia. Many 
animals have perished and there are some that could become extinct. The money being 
raised goes to help the volunteers and the veterinarians who are saving as many animals 
as they can.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  2/16/2020 & 2/23/2020 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WCTK/WPVD

Amenity Aid

Public Interest:  We discussed the importance of hygiene in our everyday lives

My guest was Liz Duggan, Executive Director and Founder of Amenity Aid.  Their 
mission is to supply toiletries to homeless shelters and domestic advocacy groups.  Their 
goal is to provide hygiene products.

Program:  Upfront Locally produced (PA)

Date:  3/8/20 Time:  7:30a-8:00a WNBH

New Bedford Half Marathon

Public Interest:  We discussed the marathon and the funds it raises for scholarships.

My guest was Dan McCarthy the lead organizer for the annual New Bedford Half 
Marathon. Dan and the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick sponsor the race and it helps raise 
funds for their scholarship campaign. The half marathon brings many elite runners to 
New Bedford who use the half marathon as a training race to get prepared for the Boston 
Marathon in April. The race draws anywhere from 3500-4000 runners every year. The 
13- and one-half mile course is considered one the best in New England.



PSA Programming 

WCTK/WNBH/WLKW air public service announcements on a variety of subjects 
throughout each broadcast day.   These Public Service Announcements are recorded. 

Public Service Announcements

The following PSAs were recorded and aired on the dates specified. These public service 
announcements are sent in by local organizations and families to help raise money for 
their local causes and also from national organizations.  They air on WCTK overnights 
and WNBH/WPVD rotating throughout the day.  PSAs are also aired on our on-line 
steaming and posted on WCTK.com

WCTK/WNBH/WPVD air public service announcements on a variety of subjects 
throughout each broadcast day.   These Public Service Announcements are recorded. 

1/1/2020-3/31/20 – Ad Council “Goat”

There are 123,000 children in the US foster care system awaiting adoption, but 15-to -18-
year-olds represented only 5% of all children adopted in 2017. 
This campaign spotlights the need to find permanent families for teens, who have lower 
overall adoption rates and wait longer to be adopted than younger children. The newest 
PSAs highlight this need by reminding parents that there are plenty of heartwarming 
“firsts” to share with a teen. Recruit loving families for teens by reassuring prospective 
parents that even if they are not “perfect,” they can provide the support and commitment 
that teens in foster care need and deserve.

1/1/2020-3/31/20 -Ad Council “Smokey 75- Stephen Colbert V2”

For 75 years, Smokey Bear has been protecting our forests and getting the word out about 
wildfire prevention. His powerful message, “Only you can prevent wildfires,” is at the 
heart of one of America’s longest running PSA campaigns. In honor of Smokey Bear’s 
75th birthday, celebrities have joined the historic campaign, lending their voices to help 
expand on Smokey’s iconic catchphrase through the use of animated emoji technology. 
In celebration of Smokey’s 75th birthday, run PSAs that encourage viewers to protect 
what they love by preventing wildfires.

1/1/2020-3/31/20  - Ad Council- “Wireless Alerts- Sounds in Your Life”

The Ready PSA campaign from Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is 
designed to prepare American families for an effective response to whatever natural or 
man-made disaster may come next. While the country has experienced recent devastating 
natural disasters, such as earthquakes, wildfires, tornados and hurricanes, only 20% of 
Americans say they feel very prepared for a disaster. Yet 64% of Americans say disaster 
preparation is very important for people to do. The Ready campaign’s resources can help 



close that gap. The PSA message—“Don’t Wait. Communicate.”— encourages 
Americans to talk to their loved ones and make a plan that’s shared with all family 
members. The campaign also encourages Americans to be informed and build a kit with 
essential supplies that will last up to 72 hours. PSAs urge every American to visit 
Ready.gov and learn how to make their emergency plan today.

1/1/2020-3/31/20 -  Ad Council- “Play by Play”

According to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration data, in 2017 there were 
over 10,000 people killed in alcohol-impaired driving accidents. That’s about 1 person 
every 48 minutes. The Buzzed Driving Prevention campaign aims to inspire recognition 
of the many familiar warning signs indicating impairment, including oversharing, taking 
too many selfies, or even over-texting. The PSAs, directed towards men ages 21 and 35, 
inspire young men to examine their behavior and take responsibility for their own 
decision to get behind the wheel after having a few drinks. PSAs emphasize that if you 
see a buzzed warning sign, you should stop and call a cab, car or friend. Buzzed Driving 
is Drunk Driving.

1/1/2020-3/31/20 - Ad Council- “Forklift”

Today 1 out of every 2 working dads (48%) say they spend too little time with their kids 
and want to do a better job at parenting. Having an involved father significantly 
contributes to happier and healthier children, and this is true whether a father lives with 
his child or not. The Ad Council’s Fatherhood Involvement campaign encourages men to 
#DanceLikeaDad and share a moment with their children. New PSAs feature fathers and 
children dancing with and alongside each other to show the smallest moments can make 
the biggest difference. All PSAs direct audiences to visit Fatherhood.gov for parenting 
tips, fatherhood programs, and other resources. Share this timeless message with the dads 
in your community.

1/1/2020-3/31/20 - Ad Council- “Text and Whatever”

Texting and driving is dangerous – that is a fact. Americans are highly aware of and 
concerned about the issue. More than nine in ten Americans believe sending (94%) and 
reading (91%) texts while driving is dangerous or very dangerous. There have been many 
efforts to educate and convey the potential consequences of texting and driving using 
scare tactics or preachy messaging. And, while research shows that people are convinced 
that the behavior is dangerous, they are still doing it. In order to address the disconnect 
between awareness and behavior, the Texting and Driving Prevention campaign aims to 
go beyond showing people the potential crashes and gruesome end results. Instead, PSAs 
address the fact that individuals are personally engaging in a behavior that they know is 
dangerous and remind young adults 16-34 that no one is special enough to text and drive.



Community Events



Community Events

The American Legion Post 1 New Bedford (3.21.2020)

The American Legion Post 1 in New Bedford will be hosting their Annual fundraiser “The Old-fashioned 
Country Hoedown” on March 21st to sponsor their Veterans’ and Youth programs.This event will also 
feature a GIANT Raffle!!

Some of the programs they support include: assistance programs for Homeless and In Need Veterans, 
Veteran Affairs and Rehabilitation programs in our VA Hospitals, Legion Baseball, Boys State, Student 
Trooper, ROTC, and many others. They also have a Fund for Veterans facing an emergency situation and 
Annually hold an Expo Job Fair to help Veterans and their families get the resources they need.

To help donate to this event mail in donations to 

P.O. Box 2064

New Bedford, Ma 02741

Or

Call 978-866-9499 to arrange pick up.




