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Domestic Violence 
 
Epidemic of rapes against underage women in the Virgin Islands. Many people see this as 
an outgrowth of troubles in the economy. During Domestic Violence Month in the Virgin 
Islands, Channel 8 did a series of programs on the subject featuring interviews with 
Cluma Lewis, Director of the Woman’s Coalition to address the problems and what needs 
to be done by the community and law enforcement. 
 
During the month long observance, all our on air people wore purple ribbons. We 
attended and broadcast excerpts of a St. Croix March Against Domestic Violence. 
 
 
Education 
 
During the quarter, a number of issues highlighting the difficult education situation in the 
territory were highlighted by a five-day teachers “sickout” causing schools to close. We 
did a series of reports going to various schools and examining conditions that the teachers 
say led to the sickout. The situation was described for Channel 8 by Andrew Molineaux, 
the President of the American Federation of Teachers in the territory. 
 
Aditionally Channel 8 broadcast a call for volunteers to help fix up the territories schools. 
The message was that the schools needed contractors and specialists to help with 
infrastructure problems. Not only did professionals offer their services but students and 
parents pitched in to help clean up the schools. 
 
Another grievance was the teachers have not been getting their salaries and raises. AFT 
president Molineaux went on our air to illustrate the condition of the teachers. Eventually 
the government relented and the teachers got their raises 
 
 
Single Parents-‘Latch-key’ kids 
 
Just before Christmas, it was announced The Boys and Girls Club of the Virgin Islands 
had shut down for budgetary reasons. This raised to crisis proportions the issue in the 
community about the plight of single parents who rely on the Club to help after school 
with their children. The Club’s specifically offer after school programs for latchkey kids 
who would otherwise be out on the street and involved with drugs, crime, and victims to 
predators. Children without a parent in the household are a leading contributor to issues 
of missing Children, rape, and child molestation. The motto of the club is “Safe-Haven 
for children”. With the club’s closing, there was a scramble in the community to provide 
the kinds of assistance the Club provided to help single parents with their children.  



 
After a great deal of coverage about the issue, government interviewed and a new board 
of directors selected to manage the affairs of the club. The Club announced it would re-
open on January 20, 2009. 
 
Potholes in Paradise 
 
The station videoed a lot of main roads in the community during the quarter. We found 
infrastructure crumbling because of bad weather, poor maintenance, and budget cuts. 
Some repairs have been made as a result of our reporting. 
 
In one case, the problem was dramatized by the case of women whose face was 
disfigured from an accident with a pothole. After hitting the pothole in her car, her airbag 
deployed and disfigured her face. This story effectively got the message out that potholes 
in the Virgin Islands can take your life. 
 
Kendrick Robinson, Commissioner of the Department of Licensing and Consumer affairs 
worked with us to produce a primer on how to save money during a time of high-energy 
costs. Channel 8 aired a weekly series of programs on energy tips that could make a 
difference highlighting stations that offered cheap gas prices and organizing carpooling. 
The series made a difference. 
 
Channel 8 did food basket surveys. Talk about the cheapest place to shop. 
 
 
Crime 
 
The TV station initiated the Crime Stoppers feature-new to the Virgin Islands. A $36,000 
fund has been raised to give up to $2,500 for tips to make arrests for major crimes. One 
of the biggest problems confronting law and order in the community is the issue of 
reprisals against individuals for reporting crime. In a small community where everyone 
knows everyone else, it is often difficult for someone to come forward and report crime 
without that individual or a relative facing retribution. Anonymity is impossible in such 
an environment. The Crime Stoppers campaign allows people to call a stateside toll free 
call center without using their name. It provides a buffer between the person reporting 
crime and the community at large. 
 
We continue to assist the Virgin Islands Police Department Murder Hotline.  This service 
offers a $10,000 cash reward for tips leading to a conviction for one of the many 
unsolved murders in the community.  
 


