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KQSS believes that public service is more than a block of time hidden in the 
middle of the night.  We strive to air information of importance to the community 
around the clock. 
 
We feature eleven regularly scheduled local newscasts live each weekday at 6:00, 
6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30 and 9:00 in the morning; and at 3:30, 4:00, 4:30 
and 5:00 in the afternoon.  Breaking news of local concern is aired immediately.  
Our requirement for public service announcements is that they either be local, or 
have significant impact on the local community.  We air at least one per hour, as 
well as several per newscast. 
 
The Globe-Miami area faces numerous challenges, the biggest of which is 
economic.  For that reason, several minutes of local job openings are aired four 
times every weekday at 7:00, 8:00 & 9:00 AM, and 3:30 PM. In addition to private 
and public sector jobs, daily reports feature mining openings exclusively.  
 
The local economy and mining have been inextricably linked for over 130 years 
here.  It’s not an overstatement to claim that the fate of copper mining is the fate 
of Globe’s economy.  The past several decades have seen mining decline, to the 
palpable detriment of this community.  More recently, hope has emerged from the 
ongoing efforts of two mining giants:  Freeport McMoRan, with its presence in 
Miami, and Rio Tinto’s huge Resolution Copper Mine in Superior where work is 
ongoing with the hopes of opening one of the world’s largest underground mines in 
the early part of the next decade.   Because of the importance of mining, news 
stories air almost daily related to mining interests.  A sample of the coverage this 
quarter includes: 
 
1/8/18 Final USFS decision on the Apache Leap Special Area (land to be protected from mining)  
4:30P; 2 min 
 
1/10/18 BLM hearings on Asarco Land Swap   
4:00P; 3 min 
 
1/15/18 Resolution Copper: USFS issues final land exchange decision for Oak Flat area  
4:30P; 2:30 min 
 
1/15/18 Miami Mining History   
4:00P; 6:30 min  
 
2/9/18 Rio Tinto’s Billion Dollar Profit  
6:00A, 8:00A, 4:30P; 3 min 



2/12/18 Freeport McMoRan Paying Dividends Again  
6:00A, 4:00P; 2 min 
 
2/12/18 Freeport McMoRan’s upcoming explorative drilling in Safford   
9:00A, 4:30P; 5 min 
 
2/13/18 Freeport to hire 700 more workers in Arizona this year   
9:00A, 4:30P; 3 min 
 
2/14/18 The Top 10 Mines in the World and the importance of Arizona Mining  
6:00A; 5 min 
 
2/15/18 Pinto Valley Mine’s profit picture   
8:00A, 4:30P; 3 min 
 
2/19/18 Freeport’s Grasberg Mine (largest gold and 2nd largest copper mine in the world)  
Indonesia is forcing Freeport and Rio Tinto to divest their interest to the government.   
This is an ongoing story we update regularly. 
6:00A 8:00A; 5 min 
 
2/20/18 Hayden smelter project update – the expansion of Grupo Mexico’s mine here    
4:30 P; 5 min 
 
2/27/18 Cooper Fox annual profits and the Miami VanDyke project  
6:00A, 7:00A, 9:00A; 4:30 min  
 
3/6/18 Resolution Copper’s reclamation efforts, upcoming meeting notice.  
Since 2005, the mining giant has spent $40 million in local reclamation efforts, which are ongoing.   
6:00A, 8:00A, 4:00P; 2 min 
 
3/12/18 Freeport McMoRan local grant application notice   
6:00A, 9:00A, 4:00P; 2 min 
 
3/12/18 Rio Tinto court victory: employee fraud charges dismissed   
7:00A, 8:00A, 4:30P; 3 min 
 
3/14/18 Agreement struck between Indonesia, Freeport McMoRan & Rio Tinto  
6:00A, 4:30P; 4 min 
 
3/19/18 Mining’s boom to make up for lost employment from power plant shutdown  
7:00A, 4:00P; 3 min 
 
3/27/18 Mining is strong locally but the market price for copper has been declining lately 
6:00A, 8:00A, 4:30P; 5 min 
 
 
Somewhat tied to the economy, and an impediment to Globe-Miami’s growth is its 
long-standing blight issue.   Driving into Miami has been equated to being in the 
worst of America’s ghettos.  Along Highway 60, the main thoroughfare, virtually all 
the buildings are abandoned.  Houses throughout the community are dilapidated, 
and overall the area presents a picture of a community in decay.  But combatting 
blight is not easy, and the issue goes well beyond the lack of money to address it.  



State laws are often a major block to removing eyesores. The blight problem is 
intensified by the area’s history of poor environmental quality.  KQSS regularly 
attacks this issue on air in several ways.  Some of the stories featured this quarter 
include: 
 
1/4/18 Globe Sign Code is a deterrent to business growth  
4:00P; 2 min 
 
1/8/18 Proposed changes in Globe’s Sign Code, and meeting notice    
4:00P; 5 min 
 
1/10/18 ADEQ: renewing the air quality permit for Asarco smelter, public hearing notice, 
announcement of a grant for the Town of Superior for an asbestos study  
4:30P; 6 min 
 
1/16/18 ADEQ: Public hearing over renewal of the air quality permit for Florence Copper Mine   
4:00P; 2 min 
 
1/24/18 ADEQ recommends Asarco smelter permit be renewed  
4:30P; 3 min 
 
2/12/18 Miami’s lack of community pride, and code enforcement problems   
7:00A; 4 min 
 
2/19/18 Globe’s new Sign Code is announced, but the city will not compensate businesses that 
were previously subjected to what has been determined were unfairly high fees.  
7:00A, 9:00A, 4:00P; 5 min 
 
3/20/18 Blight forum report: Arizona tax structure encourages blight   
6:00A, 4:30P; 5 min 
 
3/30/18 Miami’s new sign code does not address local issues.  Should it be rewritten with input 
from local merchants and residents? 
4:30P; 4 min 
 
 
The area’s infrastructure is another challenge.  For the past several years, the 
most obvious example has been Miami’s Wastewater Project.  The town was 
chosen by the USDA for a multimillion dollar grant to rebuild the sewer system, 
but Miami has struggled to meet the associated terms.  At one point it looked like 
the grant might be pulled, but Miami agreed to more rigid requirements and 
oversight.  The issue has many facets and KQSS regularly covers them all.  
  
2/20/18 Tri City Sanitation District – this is a 40-year issue of significant impact on the community. 
4,000 residents in 5.5 square miles fall under this district, which has never been independent.  Strong 
arguments are that it should not be, but there is no doubt that the district covers a blighted area. 75 sewer 
systems have failed since 2007.  80% of the homes use cesspools.   Miami and Globe each can cover the 
capacity, but Tri City wants to become a viable district.  This report focused on Tri City filing for a USDA grant 
and an agreement with BHP mine for treatment.   
7:00A, 9:00A, 4:30P; 8 min 
 



2/23/18 Russell Gulch Landfill update and problems with recycling programs   
6:00A, 8:00A, 4:30P; 5 min 
 
3/13/18 ADOT’s 5-year plan to improve transportation & public meeting notice  
6:00A, 8:00A, 4:00P 6 min 
 
 
The local economy is not only a concern for individuals, but governments as well.  
One of the more crushing issues for all municipalities is a change in the way the 
state mandates participation in the public service pension plan.  The changes 
instantly put municipalities into millions of dollars of debt. All of them are 
grappling with how to repay what seems unpayable.  That issue has been routinely 
covered in the past, and is revisited every time new information emerges.  Even 
apart from that, municipalities increasingly are having trouble paying bills and 
collecting taxes.  Miami is the most glaring example, but Globe and Gila County 
are not immune.  
 
2/7/18 Gila County is losing money, with no obvious remedy on the horizon   
4:30P; 4 min 
 
2/8/18 Gila County’s proposed budget  
7:00A, 9:00A, 4:00P; 6 min 
 
2/21/18 Sewer rates going up 12.9% in Miami    
6:00A, 8:00A, 4:30P; 3 min 
 
2/21/18 Problems with Globe Police Department compensation   
7:00A, 4:00P; 5 min 
 
2/27/18 Miami has to pay out $25,000 to former police employees due to state pension changes  
8:00A; 4 min 
 
3/2/18 Globe’s effort to become business-friendly falls short  
7:00A, 4:30P; 6 min 
 
3/20/18 Miami spends $200,000 remitted in error.  The town now must repay the tax money to Globe, 
but money is not available.  Options for repayment including better collection of Miami sales taxes, and an 
agreement with Globe and the state to repay over many years.    
7:00A, 4:00P; 5 min 
 
3/29/18 Miami pledges to repay $8,000 a month to Globe for the remittance error 
but can they do it?   The agreed upon plan would require that amount monthly through mid 2021.   
8:00A; 5 min 
 
Additionally, Stock Market Reports, heavily focused on local interests, particularly 
mining companies, air each weekday at 6:00AM and 5:10PM.  
 
 
 



One of the area’s biggest impediments to growth is its poor schools.  The issue is 
covered whenever new events arise.  Some of the perennial issues are why the 
local districts have 4-day school weeks, with no school on Fridays.  Put in place 
ostensibly to save money on utilities, by making Friday the day off, nothing is 
saved as the schools remain open for sporting events.  Plans to combine the small 
Globe and Miami districts continue to fail.  Research shows the merit in this, but 
locals reject the idea. Anecdotally it’s blamed on the Globe-Miami football rivalry.   
One issue that came up this quarter was the Gila County Science Fair, held in 
Miami’s Bullion Plaza.  There were about 75 entries—and none of them came from 
Globe or Miami. 
 
2/9/18 Gila County Science fair held locally attracts no local entrants   
4:00P; 5 min 
 
2/16/18 Strategic planning reveals that poor schools hurt relocation bids   
4:00P; 4 min 
 
3/29/18 Miami High – in spite of low federal funding (Miami gets half of what most schools receive 
nationwide); rankings, attendance and college application rates are rising.  But overall most 
students are still unprepared to work and have with no career goals. 
6:00A, 4:30P; 5 min 
 
 
Hand in hand with failing schools goes the marked lack of recreational activities for 
young people. Gila County has a huge drug problem, which is in part the reason 
for the high unemployment numbers, as many candidates cannot pass routine 
screening tests.  Therefore, when a heavily used outlet for recreation is 
endangered, it affects the entire community.  Such is the case for the local pools.    
Globe’s pool was permanently shuttered a few years ago when it was determined 
that the massive funds needed for rehab would be better put to use in a new 
regional facility.  This left Miami’s Hostetler Pool to pick up all the slack for Globe, 
Miami and the unincorporated areas such as Claypool and Central Heights.  But 
Miami’s pool is aging as well.  With $122,000 in repairs, it should function for the 
next four years.  But Miami doesn’t have the money.   Ultimately, the area hopes 
to construct a new Regional Aquatic Center, but the biggest obstacle is the 
necessity for the state to approve a special taxing district to include 
unincorporated county areas.  All the issues surrounding the fate of the pool are 
covered regularly. This quarter’s stories included: 
 
2/13/18 State senator introduces bill necessary for the tax funding of the new pool   
7:00A, 4:00P; 3 min 
 
3/21/18 State bill fails on pool, local interests including mines renew their commitment  
6:00A, 4:30P; 3 min 
 
3/30/18 The Miami Pool will reopen this season.  Funding has been secured, a bid has been 
accepted and work should begin shortly.  4:00P; 3 min 



The local police departments were of great interest to residents this quarter.  For 
several months, there’s been an ongoing investigation by Globe Police Chief Mark 
Nipp into numerous cases that were swept under the rug and not resolved.  An 
officer, who is now on the force in Miami, is said to be closely associated with 
these cases.  As the investigation continued, Chief Nipp suddenly resigned.  Many 
in the community felt this was a blow to the department as he was viewed as a 
real strength.  Nipp’s resignation was unrelated to the unresolved cases 
investigation, which continues.  Additionally this quarter, two Globe PD officers 
have been put on leave and a deputy at the County Jail has been fired.   Currently 
there are no police chiefs for the Globe and Miami departments.  KQSS strives to 
update the community on all related events, but avoids disseminating 
unsubstantiated stories. All of the police coverage was contained in local 
newscasts, broadcast at the time the information was made known.   Police 
reports are of avid interest to local listeners.  They air each weekday at 6:30, 7:30 
& 8:30AM, and 5:00PM. 
 
The foregoing, although accurate, unintentionally paints a very negative picture for 
the area. But there is much more to the local landscape.  Like many relatively 
isolated small towns currently, Globe and Miami are wading through rough waters 
trying to find an identity that will overcome mounting challenges to foster new 
growth.  In serving the community needs, KQSS covers many difficult issues.  
However, we also see public interest well served by promoting the many positive 
local events.   Much of that is done through public service announcements, which 
not only warn people of hazards, but offer many opportunities for rewarding 
involvement. Here is a representative sample of the public service announcements, 
which aired this quarter, in no particular order: 
 
Bullion Plaza Museum – First Friday Program January: Salado archeology 
Bullion Plaza Museum – First Friday Program February: What happens when the landfill’s full  
Bullion Plaza Museum – Fist Friday Program March:  The history of the Irish in Globe-Miami  
Catholic Daughters of the Americas - Bingo 
Community Meetings – Tim Humphrey Gila County Supervisor District 2 meetings (multiple) 
Traffic restrictions – Route 77 and 70 issues (multiple) 
Gila County VITA – Free Tax Preparation Help – needs volunteers 
Chamber of Commerce – Citizen of the Year 
Chamber of Commerce – Kip Culver Historic Preservation Award 
Chamber of Commerce – Old Dominion Clean Up 
Chamber of Commerce – Historic Home Tours 
Warm Line (non-crisis help phone number) 
Gila County Historical Society – talk and tour: History of Superior, AZ 
Gila County Historical Society – talk and tour: Arizona History, Phoenix 
Gila County Historical Society – Annual Membership Meeting 
Gila County Historical Society – Hardscrabble: Nutrition of the ancient Salado Indians.  
Motor Vehicles Department – ServiceArizona.com – avoiding scams 
Arizona Quilters Guild –  28th Annual Pieces of Friendship Show  
Rabid Animal Alert – 2 Foxes, 1 Coyote confirmed locally 
Copper Mine Land Exchange – Objection Period  



Old Gila County Jail – Ghost Tours benefiting restoration of facility (multiples) 
Ride Share – Transportation to Phoenix 
Cobre Valley Transit – local transportation 
Homeless Coalition – Divine Grace Presbyterian Church  
FEMA Emergency Preparedness 
Adoption from Foster Care 
Arizona Education Association 
StopTextsStopWrecks.org – preventing driving and texting 
National Highway Traffic Safety Admin – buzzed driving prevention 
UltimatePartyFoul.org – underage drinking 
Gila County Community Services – local GED testing 
GradsOfLife.org – pathways to employment 
FeedThePig.org – financial literacy 
DoIHavePrediabetes.org – diabetes awareness 
Foundation Fighting Blindness – macular degeneration 
Rosacea.org – symptoms of rosacea 
WeTip Hotline – anonymous crime reporting 
ReadyGila.com – Emergency Preparedness 
Habitat for Humanity 
Miami Senior Center 
Overeaters Anonymous 
CVCA – Wanda Mitchell Tucker art classes (multiple events) 
CVCA – Globe Rocks (painted rocks exhibit) 
CVCA – Youth Musical Theatre Program – “The Jungle Book Kids” 
CVCA – Exhibits of local artists Tammi Shelton-Hubbard & Jeanette Bronson 
Retired School Employees Pension Luncheon (multiple events, multiple PSAs) 
Town of Miami Community Clean Up 
Town of Miami Centennial (multiple PSAs) 
Town of Miami Centennial Dinner 
City of Globe Sign Code – requesting public input 
Gila County Science Fair (multiple PSAs) 
Southern Gila Water Festival – educational field day (multiple) 
Boyce Thompson Arboretum – programs and presentations (multiple) 
Arizona Veteran Supportive Employee Training 
Hunter Education Classes 
Gila County Health Department – Walk for Help (drug awareness)  
Pinal Cemetery Clean Up 
Girl Scout Cookie Sale 
Gila County Tax Lien Sale 
Globe Rotary Club – Dominion Royale event 
Tonto National Forest – fee free days in 2018 
Holy Angel’s Parish – Lenten Suppers 
Globe Public Library – Dr. Seuss Celebration 
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning – Portable Generators Manufacturers 
ADOT driver safety –  ‘message contest’ campaign 
Walk For Hope – Drug Awareness Walk 
Globe Public Library – Dr. Seuss Celebration 
Hospital Safety Grades – area hospital results 
Fire Treatment Schedules (multiples) 
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning – keep generators outdoors  
Globe High reunion picnic 
CASA 30th anniversary (keeping foster kids safe) 
Miami Loco Arts Festival 



Globe Farmer’s Market 
Gila County - Rabies protection (various) 
Resolution Copper public meeting 
Breakfast with the fire chiefs (Chiefs Renon & Robinson) 
Russell Gulch – Free Appliance Recycling Day 
Miami Memorial Library 
Apache Leap Festival – Superior 
Jury Duty Warrant Telephone Scam 
Miami Schools – early dismissal notice 
FNRA Dinner 
Downtown Globe Association – Easter Parade  
Highway 60 Clean Up 
Globe-Miami Farmer’s Market  
STEM Fest (multiple) 
AZ Dept of Agriculture – Cow Milking Contest 
AZ Dept of Agriculture – rabies warnings 
Arizona Sheriff’s Ready Set Go – wildfire prevention 
Globe Police - Medication Disposal Day 
 
 
Placed in the online public file on Friday March 30, 2018 by Rollye Cornell 


