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ISSUE:  GENERAL 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

7/5/09 

“Saving Flight 1549” – This is a three-part report on the incredible water landing in the Hudson 

River on January 15, 2009 of a US Air flight which saved the lives of all 155 people aboard.  Part 

1 is an interview with Hero pilot Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger.  Part 2 is an interview 

with Captain Sullenberger and his crew, and with his wife.  Part 3 consists of coverage of a 

reunion between the passengers and the crew, as well as additional remarks from Captain 

Sullenberger and his family. 

 

9/13/09 

“President Obama” – This was an interview taped on September 11
th
 at the White House, 

President Barack Obama discusses the obstacles he faces in passing a health care reform bill, and 

his responses to those challenges. 

 

9/13 

“Big Teddy” – This is a report about the life and legacy of the late Senator Edward M. Kennedy 

who, prior to his death, completed “True Compass”, the only memoir written by a member of the 

Kennedy family.  This segment includes interviews with his son Ted Kennedy Jr. and his editor 

and publisher Jonathan Karp.  Also included are excerpts of a videotaped interview Kennedy did 

for his publisher, five months before he died. 

 

9/27/09 

“A Living for the Dead” – This is a report on the merchandising deals and other income deceased 

celebrities continue to generate for their estates, focusing on an interview with the agent Mark 

Roesler, whose client list includes some of the biggest names – mostly deceased – in acting, 

music and sports of the 20
th
 century.  A pioneer of the industry, Roesler founded CMG more than 

twenty five years ago, at a time when a celebrity’s right to control or profit from their good name 

was buried along with them. This segment also includes comments from Marcus Winslow, cousin 

of the late actor James Dean; billionaire entertainment entrepreneur Robert Sillerman, who owns 

a majority percentage of the Elvis Presley estate; and Martin Cribbs, former hear of the agency 

Green light. 
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ISSUE:  ECOMONY 
60 Minutes 

7P-8P 

9/27/09 

“The Liquidator” – This is a joint interview with Irving Picard, court-appointed trustee, and his 

chief counsel David Sheehan, who lead the team in charge of recovering the $18 billion in assets 

from the Ponzi scheme perpetrated by Bernard Madoff.  Picard and Sheehan plan to file suit 

against various members of the Madoff family for their roles at Benard L. Madoff Investment 

securities.  Surprisingly, most of the potentially recoverable money will not come from the 

Madoff family, but from some of the victims themselves – “net winners” – people who took out 

more money than they ever invested with Madoff. 

 

ISSUES: ENVIROMENTAL 
60 MINUTES  

7P-8P 

7/26/09 

“Poisoned” – This is a report on the African lion, in danger of extinction.  Herders, in order to 

protect their livestock, are poisoning them with Furadan, a cheap American pesticide 

manufactured by FMC Corporation, Those interviewed are Dr. Laurence Frank of the University 

of California Berkley; Alayne Cottreill, Dr. Frank’s colleague; Claus Mortensen, ranch owner in 

Kenya; Anthony Kasanga, Maasai worrier and member of Lion Guardian and Dr. Richard 

Leakey, doyen of conservationists in Africa. 

 

8/9/09 

“Swimming with Sharks” – In this report because tour operators use food to attract sharks for 

their “Shark tourist” customers, critics say surfers and swimmers are in more danger now because 

the dangerous fish are associating humans with food.  This segment includes footage of Bob 

Simon’s trip to Shark Central at the tip of South Africa where he got a close-up view of great 

whites from the vantage of a shark-proof case; and interviews with Aidan Martin, an Australian 

scientist; Chris Fallows, a shark tourism operator; Chris Bovim, a surfer; and Helgo Schelmer, a 

psychologist and surfer. 

 

8/30/09 

“The Wasteland” – This is a report on the black market dismantling of electronic waste, or “e-

waste”, focusing on Hong Kong and the toxic dumps of Guiyu, China, a city so Polluted, it has 

the highest levels of cancer-causing dioxins in the world.  Though it is illegal to import toxic e-

waste, it is a lucrative business, where junked computers, televisions, and other old electronic 

products are mined for valuable components, including gold.  This segment also includes 

comments from Allen Hershkowitz of the Natural Resourced Defense Council. 

 

ISSUES: CRIME 
60 MINUTES  

7P-8P 

8/02/09 

“Is It Murder” – This is a report on the prosecutors who are pursuing harsher penalties, including 

murder convictions and long prison terms, for drunk drivers whose actions result in fatalities.  

Discussed is the case of seven year old Katie Flynn, killed by a drunk driver, Martin Heidgen.  

Those interviewed are: Kathleen Rice, district attorney of Nassau County, New York; Jennifer 

and Neil Flynn, Katie Flynn’s parents; Chris and Denise Tangney, Katie Flynn’s grand parents 

and Steven Lamagna, Martin Heidgen’s attorney. 
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ISSUES: HEALTH 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

9/20/09 

“The DEKA Arm” – This is a report on the DEKA arm, one of the breakthroughs of a Pentagon 

program called Revolutionizing Prosthetics.  This arm, one of the biggest innovations in 

prosthetics since World War II, provides amputees the ability to pick up small, delicate objects, 

something not available in arm prosthetics.  Currently heading to clinical trials, it may soon be 

available to more than 200 veteran arm amputees form the Afghanistan and Iran conflict. 

 

ISSUES: CRIME 
48 Hours:  

 8P-9P 

 7/11/09 

“Stolen Dreams” – In November of 2003, Jeanne Callahan of Rockville Centre, Long Island waited for her 

husband, Stephen Trantel, to return home from a day of fishing.  Hours later, she received a call telling her 

that Stephen was alive, but was under arrest, police told Jeanne that Stephen had committed ten bank 

robberies.  To the people who knew Stephen, he was the least likely to rob a bank, for one, he was the son 

of a New York City cop. And because he was a trader on Wall street in the big money world of 

commodities, he wouldn’t have to steal anything.  But those closest to him didn’t know was that he was 

living a secret life.  Stephen had worked for a trading company, but had become self employed and was 

betting his own money on the future price of oil.  He was doing well, but he didn’t plan ahead.  He 

purchased Jeanne her dream home and their mortgage tripled.  And their other expenses increased, Stephen 

struggled to keep up.  He lost so much money that the commodities exchange barred his from the floor.  

Afraid to tell his wife, Stephen decided that in order to hold on the lifestyle he and Jeanne had grown 

accustomed to, he was going to have to steal money to maintain it.  After doing research on the internet, 

Stephen robbed his first bank in July of 2003.  By the time Stephen was caught four months later, he had 

stolen more that $60,000.  I exchange for information and an admission of guilt, Stephen Trantel was 

sentenced to nine years in prison.  Shortly after Stephen enter prison, Jeanne divorced him.  He is schedule 

to be released for prison in 2012. 

 
8/15/09 

“Peace, Love and Murder” – this is a report on the murder of housewife Toni Heartsong, killed in 

her Jupiter, Florida home on September 26, 2000.  That day, police received a phone call from 

her husband Bob Heartsong saying that he has come home from work to discover her dead body, 

brutally bludgeoned and stabbed.  For various reasons, Bob was initially eliminated as a possible 

suspect, but in 2006, new DNA technology revealed the presence of his blood under Toni’s 

thumbnail and his DNA on her hand.  He was arrested, and in 2008 he was tried for her murder.  

The blood evidence presented by the prosecution was deemed inconclusive, and the jury rendered 

a verdict of not guilty.  Among those interviewed are: Barry Soren, Toni’s brother; her cousin s 

Mel and Sandra Sorkowitz, Deb Schepp, Elissa LeJeun; Ton’s sons Eli and Jake Heartsong; 

Florida State Investigator Tim Valentine and Steve Kochakian a former employee of bob 

Heartsong. 
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ISSUES: CRIME continued 
48 Hours:  

 8PM 

9/5/09 
“Kidnapped: Shawn Hornbeck’s Incredible Story: - On October 6, 2002, eleven year old Shawn Hornbeck 

was kidnapped while riding his bicycle in his home town of Richwoods, Missouri.  Over the course of the 

next four and a half years, he was held captive and sexually abused by his abductor, Michael Devlin. 

Threatened with death and the death of his parents, he took on the life Devlin dictated, posing as his son 

and even making friends with neighbors.  Devlin wielded such terror that Shawn never revealed his real 

identity to anyone, despite numerous opportunities to ask for help.  Then in January 2007, Devlin abducted 

another youth, Ben Ownby.  With the help of a witness to that abduction, the FBI was able to trace Devlin’s 

car and confront him.  When they went to Devlin’s apartment, they found both Ben Ownby and Shawn 

Hornbeck.  At his hearing, Devlin plead guilty. He was sentenced on multiple counts to 72 life terms and an 

additional 170 years in prison.  Among those interviewed are Shawn Hornbeck; his parents, Pam and Craig 

Akers; FBI agent Lynn Willett; and Dr. Marylene Cloitre, New York University Psychologist and trauma 

specialist. 

 

60 Minutes 

7PM 
7/12/09 

“Eyewitness” – This is a report on the case of Ronald Cotton, a North Carolina man who was 

twice falsely convicted of raping Jennifer Thompson on the strength of her eyewitness testimony.  

Years later he was exonerated due to DNA testing and forgave his accuser.  Memory experts 

demonstrate how easy and how common it is for eyewitnesses to make inaccurate identification.  

Those interviewed in this segment are Jennifer Thompson, Ronald Cotton, Detective Mike 

Gauldin and Rich Rosen, a law professor and Cotton’s attorney. 

 

CBS News Special: 

7/7/09 

“Michael Jackson: The Farewell” – This was live coverage of the memorial service for performer 

Michael Jackson at the Staples Center in Los Angeles.  Participants in the services included: Singer 

Smokey Robinson, the Andrae Crouch Choir, Pastor Lucious Smith, singers Mariah Carey and Trey 

Lorenz, actress Queen Latifahm, singer Lionel Richie, producer Berry Gordy, musician Stevie Wonder, 

singer Jermaine Jackson, retired NBA star Earvin “Magic” Johnson, NBA player Kobe Bryant, Reverend 

Al Sharpton, musician John Mayer, actress Brooke Shields, singer Jafargholi, Congresswoman Shelia 

Jackson Lee and Krector Kenny Ortega. 

 

8/26/09 

“Ted Kennedy, The Last Brother” – this is a review of the life and legacy of Senator Edward 

Kennedy (d., MA), who died of brain cancer on August 25 at the age of 77.  In exclusive CBS 

News archival footage, the Senator discusses various pivotal aspects and moments in his personal 

life and in his political life with current and former CBS News Correspondents. 

 

8/29/09 

“The Life of Senator Ted Kennedy” – This was live coverage of the funeral mass for Senator 

Ted Kennedy at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Basilica, Boston, MA. Includes the eulogy delivered 

by President Barack Obama. 

 

9/9/09 

“A Presidential Address to Congress” – This was live coverage of President Obama’s address to 

a joint session of Congress on the issue of health care reform.  Republican Response given by 

Representative Charles Boustany (R-LA).  Correspondents: Katie Couric, Bob Schieffer, Chip 

Reid and Nancy Cordes. 


