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Assessment of Issues for this quarter:  Issues important to our 
community are gleaned from Lions Club, law enforcement, business 
owners, city/county/state employees, politicians, other media, Facebook 
and Twitter postings, conversations with community members at 
community concerts, special events and other functions. 
 
 

Section I. Issues. 
 
A. Education: Issues relating to Public School education and community 

college in our community, in particular the beginning of school in August. 

 

B. Public Safety: The discussion of traffic, weather, and community safety in 

our area, including drug issues, back to school issues and upcoming winter 

season. 

 

C. Government: The discussion of policies related to our government both 

statewide and local issues. 

 

D.  Agriculture: The many issues relating to Agriculture including 

government programs, the drought, planting and harvesting, and technology. 

 

E.  Quality of Life:  Issues relating to the overall health and living conditions 

of our community. 

 

 
Section II. Responsive Programs 



The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the 

above-referenced issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out 

below. 
 
 
Education:  
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 8-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Tracy Parchini, 
Vision of Trees committee member. She was in to promote the upcoming event to raise money 
for local nonprofits and organizations. This year’s event will be on November 9 from 9a-5p at the 
Life Fellowship Church in Fort Morgan. There will be silent auction baskets, local entertainment 
and refreshments to purchase. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 8-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Ron Echols, 
Fort Morgan Superintendent. He discussed the upcoming Bond that the district is pushing hard 
to pass so they can partner with the BEST Grant and build a new Middle school and do many 
many much needed upgrades to the other schools in the district. There is a committee that has 
formed of committee members. They have been doing a lot of public education. This grant will 
pay ⅔ of the entire amount and will be funded by the state of CO 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 10-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Dr. Michelle 
Johnstone. She discussed Amendment 66 and the districts position. The Brush School District’s 
Board of Education has decided to support this amendment. This is not gained from taxable 
income and if this passes the district will have millions available coming into the district and the 
board has already began planning how to use this money. Distance learning labs will be at the 
top of the list to allow students to improve their learning abilities. The district is also planning for 
the possibility of the amendment does not pass. This has significant downfalls for the Brush 
schools. Parent conferences are upcoming, and all parents are encouraged to attend.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 15-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Hospice 
Pastor, Jerry Stark. He was in to talk about bereavement classes for families that have recently 
lost someone and the steps involved in the process of finding peace, especially with the 
upcoming holiday season. It is important to know your feelings and support those who are 
grieving. They will also be starting up a class in Brush to help children to cope with loss. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on November 11-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Hospice 
representative, Sue Sabis. She spoke about the importance of preparing for end of life 
arrangements in advance. If you/or anyone in your family, is needing assistance Hospice can 
help people to make those arrangements. They can help you with Palliative care, fulfill final 
wishes and family support for those with terminal illness. November is national Hospice month. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on November 11-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Ron 
Prascher, Brush Chamber of Commerce. Jon Schallert is going to be in Brush Thursday, 



November 7. He is an expert in teaching business owners how to make their business a 
destination. DOLA/Main Street is working with the Chamber to fund this training day.  He also 
discussed the upcoming schedule of events for Shop Brush 1st and Christmas line up for the 
City of Brush.  
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on November 14-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Dr. 
Johnstone, Brush Superintendent. She discussed the failure of Amendment 66. The district will 
now be faced with cutting 1.1 million dollars throughout the district. All buildings will be analyzed 
for performance and student growth, community feedback will be gathered and with the data 
gathered  the school board will be able to make a decision that is best for the Brush schools.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on December 4-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Katie Barron, 
Morgan Community College. Fall Semester is winding down and they are gearing up for Spring 
semester which begins on January 20. She also reminded parents to encourage their high 
school students to consider dual credits while in high school. There is several financial options 
available to students. Please look them up or stop by the FM campus and see what is available 
for you to gain your higher education. MCC is now offering hybrid classes at the Fort Morgan 
campus. Students that complete the course on solar will be certified in solar panel marketability 
and beable to sit in on a session that will enhance their skills.  
 
  
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on December 10-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Ron 
Echoles, Fort Morgan Superintendent. He discussed the Bone issues and several surrounding 
concerns regarding 3A which passed by voters in November and was not completely secured 
by the grant providers. The $11 million to build a new middle school is now on hold due to a 
delay but the $7 million also voted on for upgrades to the school districts will go forward as 
planned beginning the summer of 2014. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on December 12-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Dr. Michelle 
Johnstone and Aaron Oberly with the Brush School District. They discussed the budget of the 
Brush district. Since Amendment 66 has failed and the 5 year plan is not sustainable due to 
increases and the mill-levy override was not an option when the community was polled. So now, 
the district is looking at cuts. The district will be out in the community discussing options and 
presenting the facts they have and options available.  
 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on December 16-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Pete 
Sisneros, Guest Services Director at East Morgan County Hospital. He discussed eating healthy 
eating habits throughout your life. Cooking your own meals are the best and once you have 
developed this habit it will become easier over time. When shopping, avoid buying already 
packaged meals as they are high in sodium. Planning is key to all of your family meals. It is not 
as expensive as people would think and most of the time, you will see a savings.  
 



Morgan Matters- Broadcast on December 30-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with  Lorie 
Morris and Connie Tormohlen who is with MCC. They discussed their program Tax Help 
Colorado. Families or individuals who make less than $50,000 or less in a year can come into 
the Ft. Morgan campus and have their taxes prepared by the MCC students who are enrolled in 
the accounting program and are IRS certified to complete taxes through Tax Help. The program 
started in 2008 and with 8 students they have grown to be able to have served 581 families in 
2012. People should plan on one -two hours for their taxes to be completed. Child care is 
available for families who need to bring in their children. Dates that the program is open is Jan. 
25-March 8 on Tuesdays and Saturdays.  
 
 
Public Safety: 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 24-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Burl Giffin of 
the Colorado State Patrol. He reminded listeners about safe driving during Halloween. Drivers 
should stay off their cell phones and to be extra vigilant and be on the look out for children 
darting in and out of parked cars or across streets. Parents should consider adding items that 
reflect or glow to childrens costumes. The State Patrol does normally have extra officers on duty 
that night to be on the look out for DUI’s.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 9-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Sheriff Crone. 
He discussed where the county is at with water levels of the river and that the water is still 
coming and running very high at this time which is not normal and it has been a slow process. 
Many area have been cleaned up and there is several that are still underway. The Sheriff’s 
office is looking at how they could have done a better job for the public and how to improve 
communications in the event there is another large event. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on November 21-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Sergeant 
Burl Giffin with the Colorado State Patrol. He shared the amount of vehicle accidents that has 
already happened with the first snow of the season. It is important to pay attention to your 
surroundings while you are driving but if you are in an accident, it is important that you look 
around before you get out of your vehicle so you are not hit. Defensive Driving is key along with 
paying attention to the “other driver”. Speed is also a factor with winter driving. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on December 5-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Roger Dahl, 
FM Police Dept. He discussed recent scams that has been happening in the area specifically to 
FM utility customers. He reminded people to not give out any information over the phone or to 
those that you do not know or did not initiate contact with. The FMPD is also participating in the 
Blue Santa program for Christmas. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on December 9-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Sue Sabis 
and HOSPICE. She discusses the importance of advance directives when nearing end of life 
situations, medicines and how they can help a family or patient take care of the constant 



on-going changes when dealing with these types of situations. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on December 19-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Burl Giffin, 
Colorado State Patrol. He talked about teen driving rules and the importance of parents being 
involved and knowing the rules. He also discussed the upcoming holidays and how you should 
find a sober driver when going to holiday parties and always watch out for the other drivers on 
the road. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on December 19-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Darrin Segel 
Fort Morgan Police Chief. He discussed the past few days of the holiday week and the 
challenges the P.D. faced as well as how the FMPD is looking for 5-6 more officers to bring the 
department to full staff. 
 
Government:  
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 10-Duration 11 minutes. Discussion with Monty Torres, 
City of Brush. He gave a brief recap of the flood situation and how the City of Brush was 
affected.. The City sits up higher and is farther away from the South Platte. Brush Concentrated 
on watching the water levels at Beaver Creek which is located south of Brush. The South Platte 
did come within 300 yards of the new Water Treatment facility but the City did have berms in 
place to divert the water from the facility.  Current projects that the City is working on right now 
is a zero-scaping project at Doty Ponds. A shelter will also be placed in the area for the public to 
use. The City has moved into phase 4 of the revitalization project. They need to finish the storm 
drainage system in the downtown area and connect it to a storage (holding) pond located east 
of the City. They are currently waiting on a grant to be approved by the Department of Local 
Affairs. The I-76 construction project is still going along nicely and the city is in talks on how to 
move forward with the staging area currently being used by the crews and with the County to 
possibly redo Hospital Road.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 25-Duration 16 minutes. Discussion with Morgan 
County Commissioner Jim Zwetzig and members of the FEMA organization. Morgan County 
has finally been approved to receive assistance from FEMA from the Spet. flooding in Morgan 
County. Anyone that was affected by the flooding should contact the FEMA organization-this 
could include property damage, out of work assistance, structural damage etc…. The FEMA 
reps will come to your place and assess the damage and review the claim. If you have your own 
private insurance you should call your local insurance provider and FEMA.  When you register 
with FEMA you will receive a application package. They have loan options for business owners, 
homeowners and renters. SBA loans are optional but all registration papers should be 
completed. FEMA and the SBA does have outreach partners in each area they work in which 
includes The local chambers, media, and financial institutions. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 29-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Cassandra 
Wilson, Executive Director of Morgan County Economic Development. She covered some of the 



ideas that were discussed during the last community round table meeting held in Fort Morgan. 
The round table discussions are open to anyone in the public to attend especially, those who 
are thinking about bringing in a business to the community or if you have a business. MCED will 
compile the information that is gathered and runs stats, discusses it with State people, local 
people and of course the board. She also discussed some of the 51st State topics and what 
topics she has learned about. There is a Legislative coffee that is being planned. More 
information to come. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 31-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Mayor 
Candidate, Jack Darnell. He discussed his history of being on the State Patrol, City Council, and 
his first term as Mayor. He talked about his goals and what he would like to see happen if he is 
elected this time as well as some of the highlights of his last term.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on November 8-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Monty 
Torres, City of Brush. He discussed the City of Brush budget planning for the upcoming year. 
Currently, with construction in the area the budget looks really great. They have spent heavily 
over the past couple of years because of large projects. 2014 + budgets look solid in all 
categories.  One area that is being looked at is with the Fire Department. Costs have greatly 
increased and requirements have all increased. He also covered the results from the recent 
elections for Mayor and Council Members.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on November 8-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Cassandra 
Wilson, Morgan County Economic Development. She invited everyone to the round table 
discussion-this time in Brush. It is open to business owners, and the public. The community 
feedback that is gained from community discussions help to move the plans forward out of her 
office. Housing increase is still at the top of the list for our community. She also addressed the 
other various infrastructure projects happening with in Morgan County, along with railroad 
crossing changes. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 10-Duration 11 minutes. Discussion with Mayor Terry 
McAlister. He discussed the changes in the Council since the election. The next month of 
“holiday season” is a busy time for everyone in Fort Morgan. The City will be closed on 
Thanksgiving and the next day (Friday), Christmas Capital of the Plains is kicking off on 
Saturday, Nov. 30. He encouraged everyone to come to Fort Morgan and enjoy carriage rides, 
family photos (partnership between the City & Walgreens), Christmas Tree lighting and local 
shopping. Reminder that the parade is going to be during the day this year on December 7. He 
did touch on RR crossing quiet zones and maintenance around the town of FM. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on December 2-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Eben Ezers 
Jennifer Sampsel. She was in to promote the #Give Back Tuesday event that they are hosting 
tomorrow. They are looking to raise funds to upgrade their security system in the facility. Also 
she encouraged people to join their Guardian Angels program. This would require one hour of a 



persons time each month and they would be paired with a resident (neighbor) who lives at Eben 
Ezer. This will help to create a friendship with the neighbor and combat loneliness. 
 
 
Agriculture: 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on November 22-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with County 
Commissioner Jim Zwetzig. They discussed the progress of the Flood Recovery in the county. 
Currently, there is FEMA assistance if someone is needing any and all are encouraged to apply. 
There has been assistance with Morgan County Quality Water and the local ditch companies. 
He also discussed the counties that did have the 51st State question on their ballots. Morgan 
County has not put that to the people yet but the commissioners are supporting the Phillips 
County initiative. They will see where things go.  
 
Quality of Life: 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 1-Duration 11 minutes. Discussion with Ron Prascher, 
Brush Chamber of Commerce. He reviewed the 31st annual Oktoberfest and is always amazed 
by the community support. The event has been voted 1st place as far as Chamber events in the 
community. This year added a Volksmarch which many attended and were able to win prizes. 
The Chamber is going to attend a tourism conference in hopes to gain ideas. Jon Schallert will 
be speaking to local businesses on November 7. This is geared to give them ideas to grow their 
business.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 1-Duration 11 minutes. Discussion with Katie Barron, 
Morgan Community College. She reminded listeners about the CACE Gallery art displays that 
are scheduled through the next few months. Also she encouraged people to look at the college 
as a way to continue their education in the business field they are with at this time or if they are 
looking at changing careers, MCC is a benefit to those looking to expand their employment 
opportunities.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 16-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Sandy Engle 
with Colorado Plains Medical Center. She discussed how their Monday Night Mammos were 
going at the hospital. There is also some new additions to the medical staff at the hospital. They 
are always looking to improve the medical care that is provided. Also discussed the affordable 
care insurance. If you are offered ins through your work you are required to take it. The 
Affordable care act is geared for young adults or those not on medicare.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 22-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Lisa Green of 
East Morgan County Hospital. She discussed the symptoms and health concerns when people 
develop and live with Diabetis. It is very important to have your feet and toe nails checked on a 
regular basis as well as any wounds that have developed. Dr. Brandon is the podiatrist on staff 
for EMCH which has become very good for patients. Dr. Brandon is available for new patients in 



the Fort Morgan Banner Health Clinic.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 23-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Lanny Paige 
of the Fort Morgan Public Library. He discussed some of the upcoming events the library has 
planned over the next few weeks. There will be a Monster Bash and a film will be shown on 
November 12 at noon for the brown bag lunch. It is based on French cowboys and is a great 
parallel to how we experience life here in Northeast Colorado.  It is open to all ages and free to 
the public. The library will be taking a break in November and December  for computer classes 
but will begin again in January and is looking at offering a night class as well.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 23-Duration 10 minutes. 7:30am  Discussion with 
Emma Mortenson and Shelby Woolever-Brush FFA members to promote the 3rd annual FFA 
Haunted House. The first night is tonight and runs through Halloween. Hours are 7-10 or 11 
depending on the day of the week and cost is $5 per person. It is recommended that children be 
at least 6 years old. The Haunted House is held at the Brush High School Ag shop west of the 
high school. All proceeds go to help fund competitions and trips for the FFA members. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 25-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Morgan 
County Commissioner Jim Zwetzig and members of the FEMA organization. Morgan County 
has finally been approved to receive assistance from FEMA from the Spet. flooding in Morgan 
County. Anyone that was affected by the flooding should contact the FEMA organization-this 
could include property damage, out of work assistance, structural damage etc…. The FEMA 
reps will come to your place and assess the damage and review the claim. If you have your own 
private insurance you should call your local insurance provider and FEMA.  When you register 
with FEMA you will receive a application package. They have loan options for business owners, 
homeowners and renters. SBA loans are optional but all registration papers should be 
completed. FEMA and the SBA does have outreach partners in each area they work in which 
includes The local chambers, media, and financial institutions. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 24-Duration 16 minutes. Discussion with Mayor Terry 
McAlister. He discussed the updates of the flood clean up around Ft. Morgan. The river did 
change some of the nature trails in the park. The City did have ins to cover some of the cost, 
FEMA has also been out to assess the damage and will probably help to cover some of the 
cost. The city feels that they are in good shape financially and they can cover most of this in 
house which will also help with costs. The also discussed the train traffic in town and noise 
ordinance and up dates of railroad crossings/repairs. Mayor McAlister also took a couple of 
minutes to discuss the upcoming election and why he would like to continue as the Mayor of 
Fort Morgan as well as some of the topics that are on the ballot and being considered in city 
government right now. 
 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on October 1-Duration 11 minutes. Discussion with Leon McCauly 
with the Morgan County Concert Association. He joined John Beltran to let our listeners know 



that the concert season begins this weekend and membership is still available. The season is 
an annual membership to several concerts throughout the year. Members can also attend 
concerts in Sydney, Kimbel, Holyoke and other surrounding areas. Concert membership is very 
affordable for the quality concerts that are brought in. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on November 4-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Robin 
Northrup, Fort Morgan Chamber of Commerce. She discussed the upcoming events beginning 
with Vision of Trees and the annual FBLA craft Fair at the Fort Morgan High School this 
Saturday. The Chamber’s Christmas Parade Committee has changed up the parade plans for 
this year. It will be held during the day on Saturday, December 7 at 1pm. They have noticed a 
steady decrease over the past few years in attendance and hopefully this will encourage more 
people to come to the parade and shop while they are downtown. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on November 13-Duration 11 minutes. Discussion with Sheriff Jim 
Crone. He discussed the Christmas season. This year it is called Santa’s Golden Stars. They 
will be partnering with other agencies in the area to make sure hundreds of families are able to 
enjoy the Christmas season. Referrals for families need to be in by November 30. Donations 
can come from personal families, or businesses in the area. This year, the High School age 
kiddos are more of a focus as that is a difficult age to buy for. Donated toys should also come 
without batteries. He also updated the listeners on the progress from the flood clean-up. 
 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on November 14-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Mrs. George 
and a few cast members from the Brush High School Drama Club. This is the first musical 
presented at the high school in over 10 years. They are presenting the play, “Little Shop of 
Horrors” this weekend at Brush High School.  
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on November 26-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Linda Thorp, 
CEO of East Morgan County Hospital. She discussed the construction of the hospital 
construction at the Brush facility. There has not been much disruption. Banner has committed to 
9 + million dollars of this construction phase, the board has committed some funds as well as 
the community. Since the construction is all outside of the hospital walls, there is not much 
disruption to the daily activities. They are looking at 18-20 employees additionally and 18 
additional beds(rooms). She also invited the public to the FM location open house on Dec. 5 
and reviewed all of the new physicians that have come on board over the past few months to 
the hospital.  
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on November 29-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Tercia 
Caine for the Christmas with the Chorale in Fort Morgan!! Morgan Community College Morgan 
County Chorale announces their winter concerts, Christmas with the Chorale. There will be two 
performances; both will be at the First Christian Church in Fort Morgan. The first event is on 
Saturday, December 7 at 7 p.m. and 2 p.m. on Sunday, December 8. Admission is $5.00; kids 
12 and under are free. 



 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on December 2-Duration 9 minutes. Discussion with Robin 
Northrup, Fort Morgan Chamber of Commerce. She reminded listeners of the parade this 
coming Saturday, beginning at 1pm. She also invited Fort Morgan residents to decorate their 
homes and enter into the contest.  Thursday night and Saturday shopping specials have begun. 
People can see teh Chamber website for a complete list of details. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on December 5-Duration 9 minutes. Discussion with Brenda Zion, 
Executive Director for One Morgan County. She encouraged people to donate on Colorado 
Gives Day-Tuesday, December 10. This is a day that you can contribute to your favorite local 
non-profit and all donations are matched by 1st Bank. The increase that is contributed by 1st 
Bank is uncertain until the end of the day and all contributions are in. There is also additional 
incentives for those who contribute on line. OMC will be serving coffee at Cafe Lotus to those 
who would like to stop by and get a cup of coffee.  
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on December 13-Duration 9 minutes. Discussion with Monty Torrez, 
City of Brush. Downtown construction for phase 4 completion is planned for summer of 2014. 
The city is also in negotiations with other business owners and the county for re-designing 
Hospital road and making that part of the city instead of the county. They would like to make 
that residential property. The rec Dept. has received GOCO grant and is expecting the award 
letter in the next week or so. This grant money will go towards building a skate park at the 
current Pioneer park location. They are also looking at a dog park on the south side of the city.  
  
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on December 31-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Gregg 
Mullen, Save Our Sands Committee. January 26 is the goal date to have all funds raised to 
save the Historic Sands theatre in Brush. Currently, they are at $31,000 the funded goal is 
$60,000. The committee is hoping to raise the final and additional funds with donations made 
directly to the Chamber, through the Community Funded web site, or partake in one of the 
fundraising events that are happening over the next few weeks. January 9 will be a Couples 
night-dinner and a movie. Community theatres are a rare item and the grant that the committee 
is working to receive is to keep the doors open. The Brush theatre is one of only two for profit 
businesses that has the opportunity to receive $20,000. Other theatres in the running are only 
receiving a few thousand dollars. 


