
WYKS-FM 
LIST OF COMMUNITY ISSUES AND RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS 

 
In an ongoing effort to serve the public interest, WYKS-FM offers programming responsive to 
issues of concern to Gainesville and the surrounding area. The following is a list of the station’s 
most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 2nd quarter of 2019.  During this 
quarter, we aired a 30-minute program every Sunday morning. The following issues were 
discussed in these 30-minute programs. 
 
 
ISSUE #1 – Fire Safety 
 
PROGRAM – The issue of storing a lot of things in their home, and how it is a fire hazard is one 
of the things we discussed. Homes weren't designed to hold so many things. The storage adds to 
the risk of starting fires. Extra storage also makes it difficult for fire fighters to navigate through 
someone's house that needs help in case of fire. We learned that the attic is not a good place to 
store items. Once a flame reaches the attic, items catch fire, and fall out of the ceiling once it is 
compromised. Renting a storage facility is a great way to store things one doesn't want to throw 
out. They are very cost affective. Clutter also makes it hard for rescue efforts if they are unable 
to get to someone with a medical emergency. The best thing to do, is to always make sure there 
is a clear pathway through your house. 

 
 
ISSUE #2 – Fire Safety 
 
PROGRAM – The issue of storing a lot of things in their home, and how it is a fire hazard is one 
of the things we discussed. Homes weren't designed to hold so many things. The storage adds to 
the risk of starting fires. Extra storage also makes it difficult for fire fighters to navigate through 
someone's house that needs help in case of fire. We learned that the attic is not a good place to 
store items. Once a flame reaches the attic, items catch fire, and fall out of the ceiling once it is 
compromised. Renting a storage facility is a great way to store things one doesn't want to throw 
out. They are very cost affective. Clutter also makes it hard for rescue efforts if they are unable 
to get to someone with a medical emergency. The best thing to do, is to always make sure there 
is a clear pathway through your house. 

 
 
ISSUE #3 – Habitat for Humanity 
 
PROGRAM – Helping people build their own house through Habitat for Humanity. Every 
person or family who are able to build their own house actually buy the houses, they aren't given 
to the families, the mortgages are more affordable, however. They help build their own house 
along with members of Habitat for Humanity, as well as other houses for others who buy their 
homes through the program. In our discussion, we learned how members of the community can 
get involved to help others who are a part of the program, and how people can volunteer to help 
build houses. 

  



 
 
ISSUE #4 – Community Health Issues 

 
PROGRAM – Community Health Issues was a part of our discussion. We learned how to best 
utilize our health insurance benefits, and the best place to learn about what coverage we have it 
to ask a local Insurance representative, or you can go to the hospital to find out about your 
coverage. 
 
 
ISSUE #5 – Florida Museum of Natural History 
 
PROGRAM – The importance of pollinators on our planet is great, and protecting them and 
conserving them is an ongoing effort. About 80% of flowering plants around the globe depend 
on pollinators to seed and fruit. Insects are the bulk of that service. Pollinators are a huge reason 
we are able to eat a lot of our food. All spaces are important. Planting a garden to attract 
pollinators is very important. Keeping them free of pesticides is important as well. Bees are the 
most efficient pollinator. The most affective garden to plant to benefit the Gainesville area is to 
make sure the plants and flowers are native to our area. 
 
 
ISSUE #6 – St. Francis House 
 
PROGRAM – Sheltering and feeding those in need is an issue in the Gainesville community. 
One of their facilities is where they focus on families first. At this facility, they house 35 people 
every night. 60% of the individuals who are sheltered are under the age of nine. Many people 
are under the impression that only adults are without shelter. They provide a safe place and hot 
meals for these families. They also own Arbor House, where they take in single mothers to allow 
permanent housing for the mothers and their children. They have a third apartment complex 
where they house over a hundred people. They open from 9-Noon daily to feed anyone who 
needs a meal. They are always welcome to volunteers that want to help in many ways. From 
helping feed the hungry, to groups such as Scouts helping paint, repair, maintain, tutor, and 
many other ways people can help. Their focus is to help those in need transition from this 
lifestyle. 
 
 
ISSUE #7 – Fire Safety 
 
PROGRAM – The issue of storing a lot of things in their home, and how it is a fire hazard is one 
of the things we discussed. Homes weren't designed to hold so many things. The storage adds to 
the risk of starting fires. Extra storage also makes it difficult for fire fighters to navigate through 
someone's house that needs help in case of fire. We learned that the attic is not a good place to 
store items. Once a flame reaches the attic, items catch fire, and fall out of the ceiling once it is 
compromised. Renting a storage facility is a great way to store things one doesn't want to throw 
out. They are very cost affective. Clutter also makes it hard for rescue efforts if they are unable 
to get to someone with a medical emergency. The best thing to do, is to always make sure there 
is a clear pathway through your house. 

  



 
 
ISSUE #8 – Career Services 
 
PROGRAM – Helping people find jobs and careers. We learned about how applying online for a 
job is pretty much the standard these days, and it is important to apply before going to the 
company for the job. We discussed the importance of really doing something that you want to do 
to help you enjoy what you do for a living. The more you can do for yourself, the better off 
you'll be as far as getting as much experience in the field of your choice as possible. There are 
plenty of jobs available, but are there many careers? The answer from our discussion was yes, 
there are several careers available in the Gainesville area today. A great way for someone to 
explore these careers is to attend career fairs. 
 
 
ISSUE #9 – High School Mental Health and Wellness 
 
PROGRAM – A workshop held for the families of high school students in Alachua County.  At 
this workshop – sponsored by NAMI, The Alachua County Council of PTAs, Alachua County 
Public School and Eastside High School – a university psychiatry professor spoke to students 
and their families regarding a variety of issues including depression, anxiety and stress 
management. 
 
 
ISSUE #10 – O2B A Kid Again 
 
PROGRAM – O2B a Kid Again was a large benefit event held by O2B Kids and sponsored by 
many groups, including Florida Credit Union, Publix Super Markets Charities, Concept 
Construction, Gator BTW, O2B Kids and Kiss 105.3.  It included food and beverages from 
restaurants in the local area, as well as games, silent auctions, etc.  All proceeds from the event 
went to benefit the Education Foundation of Alachua County, which helps provide college 
scholarships to students in the community, and mentors at-risk middle and high school students. 
 
 
ISSUE #11 – Pup Ruck 5K 
 
PROGRAM – A 5K annual race hosted by Veteran Nation Real Estate Professionals.  This event 
takes place annually and is meant for the whole family, including dogs.  The Pup Ruck 5K 
benefits Service Dogs for Patriots, the only service dog training organization in North Central 
Florida that pairs a rescue dog with a veteran battling PTSD and trains them together as a team 
from start to finish. 
 
 
ISSUE #12 – Women's Health Conference 
 
PROGRAM – Presented by the Sista Circle of Trenton in Trenton, Florida, the Women's Health 
Conference is a free and open event.  At the event, the issues of breast cancer, annual physicals 
and emotional well-being are discussed at length.  The event focuses on self-care in the 
community, and is lead and attended by women. 


