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MS-13 is an El Salvadoran street gang, known for its ruthless tactics, that 
has become an entrenched menace across the United States. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions recently called MS-13,” one of the most dangerous 
criminal organizations in the U-S today.” Lisa Fletcher traveled to Long 
Island, New York, the new epicenter of rising MS-13 epidemic violence, 
where law enforcement officials point to flaws in current immigration policy 
that allow the gang to grow and thrive in America.

Nisa Mickens was 16 years old. She loved basketball and hanging out with 
her best friend Kayla Cuevas. Last September, Nisa and Kayla went 
missing. Nisa's parents, Robert Mickens and Liz Alvarado, were desperate.

Liz Alvarado: We were looking so hard, and we could not find her.
After a police van drove past their house, they followed it.

Robert Mickens: We came across another officer a few blocks away, we're 
looking for our daughter, and then he's like, "Do you have a picture?" I was 
like "Yeah, I have a picture." I showed him the picture and he looks at me, 
looks at Liz and goes, you know, "I'm sorry to tell you but that's your 
daughter."

The students were both murdered by MS-13 members, who used machetes 
and bats. Since January 2016, the gang has been responsible for 21 deaths 
on Long Island, inspiring a visit from President Trump earlier this summer.

President Trump: They have transformed peaceful parks and beautiful 
quiet neighborhoods into bloodstained killing fields. They're animals.

Man: The purpose of the gang is take control of the town. Take control of 
everything that's going on with drugs, trafficking, prostitution.



This man spent 7 years in MS-13 before he walked away, changing his 
appearance and his address to stay alive. He says the gang focuses on 
recruiting minors, especially those originally from Central America.

Man: Back in Salvador what they do is they recruit young minors because 
young minors, as they get recruited and they commit a crime, they will be 
released, because they're minors.

Lisa Fletcher: So how young are the kids they're targeting?

Man: I would say thirteen, fifteen years old. The younger the better for 
them.
Long Island is fertile recruiting ground because an estimated 8,000 Central 
Americans are here, part of a tidal wave of so-called unaccompanied 
minors who started pouring over the U.S. border in 2013, many of them 
fleeing gang violence back home. On Long Island, the minors are waiting 
on the courts to decide if they can stay in America or will be deported. 
While they wait, they are both prey and potential recruits for MS-13.

Angel Melendez: They are very ruthless and aggressive in their recruitment 
tactics.

Angel Melendez is the Special Agent in Charge for Homeland Security 
Investigations in New York. He is leading a new taskforce especially 
created to crack down on MS-13. Since June, Operation Matador has made 
153 arrests, including the 6 men responsible for killing Nisa Mickens and 
Kayla Cuevas.

Lisa Fletcher: Is the explosion of unaccompanied minors in the U-S leading 
to the rise of MS-13?

Angel Melendez: Of the operations that we are conducting in New York, 
particularly in New York, the individuals that are associated with MS-13 that 
we've been able to arrest in the last ten weeks, are all illegal immigrants. 
Thirty percent of those came into the country as unaccompanied alien 
children.

Melendez' team is finding some of the minors crossing the border are 
already affiliated with MS-13, but are being allowed to stay anyway.



Angel Melendez: Gang affiliation is not a grounds of inadmissibility by 
itself. An unaccompanied alien child can present them self at the border to 
DHS authorities, and we would still be required to place them.

Sen. Charles Grassley: The rise of this activity and the rise of 
unaccompanied children is very closely connected with the government 
not doing its job.

Senator Charles Grassley chairs the Judiciary Committee that oversees the 
billion dollar, unaccompanied minor program. He convened a hearing last 
June on the topic.

Lisa Fletcher: Is taxpayer money being well-spent on this resettlement 
program?

Sen. Grassley: It's not being handled well because we find too large of a 
number of these kids ending up in that environment of gang activity.

As Operation Matador continues to roll up MS-13 gang members, Liz 
Alvarado continues to stand watch at Brentwood High School most 
afternoons.

Liz Alvarado: I'm outside at 2:30. And I watch them walk all the way home, 
from where I sit. I want them to be safe. I want them to go home to their 
parents.

The Unaccompanied Children program will receive $1.23 billion in funding 
next year. Already in 2017, 38,500 unaccompanied minors have been 
detained at the southwestern border. In a recent speech, Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions claimed that some MS-13 gang members are exploiting the 
Unaccompanied Minors Program to enter the country as quote “Wolves in 
Sheep's clothing.”
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With all the fuss over the Equifax data breach you might have missed one 
noteworthy development this week: even after the terrible security breach 
and departure of key executives who traded stock before the news became 
public the company has received new, multi million dollar fraud prevention 
contracts from the federal government. Senator Ben Sasse asked Former 
chairman and CEO of Equifax Richard Smith about it at a hearing this 
week:

Rep. Sasse: It's being reported in the media this morning that you've just 
received a no-bid contract from the IRS for fraud prevention. Can you 
explain to the American people, not just as consumers who've been 
exposed and breached here but as taxpayers, why in the world should you 
get a no-bid contract right now? 

Richard Smith: I'm not sure it was a no-bid, my understanding, and I don't 
profess to have the details senator; it's with the IRS, it's a contract we've 
had in the past and it's being renewed.

Sasse said Congress will be looking into it.
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To borrow from an old phrase, it turns out that behind every successful 
radical Islamic terrorist, is a woman, a wife or mother playing an important 
if indirect role in jihad. The rise of homegrown, female jihadis in America is 
a phenomenon being tracked by one researcher at George Washington 
University. Scott Thuman spoke with her about a threat she says is being 
overlooked, but is growing.



In Paris, France in 2015, there were two seemingly separate terrorist 
attacks, one at the Charlie Hebdo newspaper, and later that week, at a 
grocery store. The two incidents were linked by the women in the attackers’ 
lives who had exchanged more than 500 messages in the days leading up 
to the bloodshed.

Audrey Alexander: I think as a society, I hate to say it but we have latent 
biases about the threat posed by women.

Audrey Alexander is a research fellow at George Washington University’s 
Program on Extremism.

Audrey Alexander: This is like my database.

In chat rooms and on Twitter, Alexander tracks the women behind some of 
the virulent anti-Western rants posted on social media, on a daily basis. 
Women like ‘Muslimah’ have weaponized Twitter,

Audrey Alexander: Toy gun this year, AK-47 next year.

Using it as a platform to spread jihad.

Audrey Alexander: So she is talking about armed protests at 20 mosques. 
Inshallah the markets crash and burn.

‘Muslimah’ was actually Safya Roe Yassin, a U-S citizen from Missouri, with 
97 different handles on Twitter and thousands of followers. In February of 
2016, she was arrested. According to the FBI, Yassin retweeted personally 
identifiable information about two FBI agents, under the headline “Wanted 
to Kill.”

Scott Thuman: Would people be surprised if they knew the role that women 
have played in terrorism?

Audrey Alexander: I think now more than ever it's come to the surface. In 
part because social media allows us to see them in a way that we haven't 
seen them before.



Prime Example, Tashfeen Malik. She captured headlines as the woman who 
alongside her husband, opened fire and killed 14 people and injured 22 
others in San Bernardino, CA in December, 2015.

Reporter: We got officers running here, back eastbound, chasing them now 
on foot, look at all those units here. Ok we’ve got a graphic situation here, 
we’ve got a black SUV, the suspect is down, we’ve got a long rifle in the 
street

Though Alexander says female jihadists aren’t usually doing the killing, 
The real threat is their ability to inspire. Consider someone like Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi, a Jordanian who fought in Iraq and was considered the 
‘godfather’ of modern-day ISIS.

Audrey Alexander: Zarqawi's mother was the one who first got him into 
religious classes. When he was the most wanted man in Jordan, he 
traveled back to see for her funeral in disguise. On top of that when he first 
went to wage jihad in Peshawar, he took his mother. But I think that when 
we look at the role of wife and mother, we should take seriously the fact 
that they see their role as teaching their children the merits of jihad and 
raising them to be combatants.

Scott Thuman: How significant then would you say is the threat from 
female jihadists?

Audrey Alexander: Are they are they the most likely to take up arms and 
attack a concert venue? Statistically speaking, no, they don't pose a real 
threat. But the threat picture is a lot more dynamic, especially considering 
contributions of women are long term.

And they’re getting others to contribute as well, through fundraising and 
encouraging others to join the fight.

Audrey Alexander: Women are great facilitators. So looking at women's 
accounts online and how they can facilitate introductions and they're great 
recruiters. I think that that's a real threat.



Alexander says law enforcement needs to crack down on the women, as 
harshly as they do men. A Colorado nurse named Shannon Conley 
attempted to join ISIS in Syria, but may have gotten more lenient handling 
because she is a woman.

Audrey Alexander: The FBI agents treated her quite differently than they 
would in a lot of cases basically trying to set her up to give her an out. Can 
you do anything but this? In communicating with her family, you know a lot 
of steps were afforded to Shannon Conley that weren’t afforded to other 
cases that could have been a great out for people who are on the path of 
violent extremism.

Alexander’s dossier continues to grow.

Audrey Alexander: These are all accounts.

She says that preventing attacks means spotlighting not just the men 
grabbing the headlines, but the women behind them.

Of course, some of these postings may not always mean crimes. 
“Muslimmah” who we told you about, goes on trial in December. Her 
attorney claims her postings are just protected free speech.
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Colleges and Universities all over the country are no longer sure what’s 
expected of them when it comes to investigating students’ claims of sexual 
assault under the law known as Title IX. The Trump Administration seems 
to be backing away from an Obama Administration policy that put lots of 
attention and pressure on schools to deal forcefully with abuse and 
harassment claims on campus.

It seemed to be a home run. Title IX was passed in 1972 to prohibit 
discrimination against girls and women in educational and athletic 
programs. It ushered in a new era of women’s sports in college. But in the 
years since, Title IX has also been used to investigate claims of sexual 
abuse and harassment. And that has led to confusion and controversy.

WPIX: That is a mattress.

Columbia University student Emma Sulkowicz paraded a mattress around 
campus for months to draw attention to the issue. Baylor University fired 
its football coach,

WRAL: You can’t run. You can’t hide.

Duke University shut down its men’s Lacrosse program and the University 
of Virginia temporarily shuttered all fraternities all after contested claims of 
sexual assaults.

Universities across the country have struggled with how to handle, and 
been more than a tad confused by, a 2011 Obama Administration ‘Dear 
Colleague’ letter that dictated universities be more aggressive in dealing 
with those Title IX assault complaints. The Obama administration 
threatened to cut federal aid to schools that didn’t do more to investigate 
and potentially expel students. And that meant not just leaving it in the 
hands of police.

Enter a new administration with a potential block.



Education Secretary Betsy DeVos: We know that there is that this policy 
has not worked in too many ways and in too many places. And we need to 
get it right and so we are determined through the course of conversation 
and the course of discussion with all parties to ensure that whatever is 
done in the future will address the issues and get them right.

Scott Thuman: What are your thoughts about the decision by Betsy DeVos 
to reopen essentially what’s going on with Title IX?

Anne Hedgepeth: I think big picture we saw immediately that the 
Department of Education’s office for civil rights is walking back protections 
for students.

Anne Hedgepeth is a Vice President at the American Association of 
University Women. She worries Trump Administration actions will again 
put students, particularly female students, at risk.

Hedgepeth: We’re seeing evidence that the Department of Education is not 
as committed to the issue and really gonna to take a hands-off approach. 
That’s deeply concerning to us. Seeing one in five women experience 
attempted or completed sexual violence during their time in college is a 
crisis.

Laura Kipnis: Colleges just went crazy to try to stay in compliance and 
what that meant was they just abandoned due process.

Laura Kipnis, a professor of film studies at Northwestern University, says 
the goals of the Dear Colleague letter were lofty, but

Kipnis: A lot of times these cases are just very murky and not clear cut as 
to both what happened and who's responsible and what the consequences 
should be. So, there's a lot of murkiness that the college administrators, 
are trying to address in these very black and white ways and there, you 
know, gray area situations.

Kipnis, who describes herself as a feminist, has a unique perspective.

Kipnis: I've now been brought up on two Title IX complaints by people who 
just didn't like the views that I was writing in, first a set of articles then in 



the book that I wrote about Title IX. So here you have a case where Title IX 
is being used against somebody writing on Title IX. So, it's available for all 
sorts of purposes, nefarious purposes.

The most common objections concern the lack of clear rules and 
procedures for actually investigating complaints. Who does the 
investigation, how do they investigate, can students speak during the 
proceedings or even have attorneys represent them. Every school ‘s 
approach varies and no one on either side seems pleased with the process.

There’s so much confusion that a special committee of the American Bar 
Association spent months trying to come up with fixes. Both sides should 
have right to an attorney or representative. Witnesses need to testify in 
person, not just submit statements. Limit second hand statements. And 
give both parties the right to appeal.

But even the committee got stuck over how to deal with most contentious 
issue in these university proceedings; What is the standard of evidence 
needed to find guilt; a Preponderance, sometimes described as 50- 50 plus 
a feather, or something stronger like the criminal standard of ‘beyond a 
reasonable doubt’?

Hedgepeth: The Department of Education opened the door for using a 
higher standard, one that would weight information about say, an accused 
student, or a responding student, more so than a survivor of sexual 
harassment of violence when considering all the information they’ve 
gathered. That’s really not equitable.

Scott Thuman: In 2011, advocates cheered this Dear Colleague letter 
because they said, finally there are better protections in place for sexual 
violence cases. 
But now people say it's gone overboard.

Kipnis: Well, I think nobody knew in 2011 how this was going to play out. 
And for schools to adjudicate sexual violence cases, I mean if there's a 
crime I really believe that has to be handled in a criminal justice system. 
For one thing, these Title IX officers don't really have fact finding 
capabilities. They don't have evidence, there aren't evidentiary standards 



and even what standards there are, they're not proceeding in any 
systematic way.

Kipnis argues in her book, Unwanted Advances, Title IX has ironically 
created “sexual paranoia” among students where next day regrets end up 
as official complaints.

Kipnis: Not all sex is great and positive. Guys are not, you know, 
particularly drunken guys are not often times the best lovers in the world. 
So, you know, the sex that happens, you know, I think, is often times, just 
probably not all that pleasant, but unpleasant sex is different than assault. 
So, I just really think that there needs to be more education and discussion 
and honesty about the realities of sex on campus, and you know, 
particularly including just drunken sex, just probably not that great for 
anyone.

Hedgepeth: I think it’s important first to myth bust around this notion of 
wrongfully accused. The evidence is that those numbers are far lower than 
the prevalence of sexual harassment and violence that occurs. But at the 
end of the day it’s also important not to conflate what schools are 
investigating with what the criminal justice system handles. There are 
really different things at stake there and we shouldn’t conflate the two 
issues.

Former Vice President Joe Biden: I’m going to fight to change this culture.

Angry with the Trump Administration, Former Vice President Joe Biden 
issued a call for action.

Former Vice President Joe Biden: Now the U.S. Department of Education, 
under new leadership is working to roll back the protections under Title IX 
that we worked so hard to put in place. We cannot let that stand. So don’t 
give up. Speak out. Demand that your school continue to make progress.

Hedgepeth concedes there is room to improve what Colleges and 
Universities do.

Hedgepeth: More investment in technical assistance. Let’s help schools get 
this right, and let’s make sure they have the resources they need to 



educate students, to educate faculty, to make sure everyone understands 
the rules, the process, and is united in fighting against sexual harassment 
and sexual violence in education. That’s the investment we really should be 
making instead of saying we’ll just take a step back and not enforce the 
law.

Which is what she fears from this administration.

Hedgepeth: We are certainly disappointed to see a walk back.

Scott Thuman: I feel like you’re being kind by saying things like 
“disappointed.” Is the more accurate word angry?

Anne Hedgepeth: I think that we are frustrated, but also there's a lot of 
hope. It's nice when you have a partner in the Department of Education and 
the Office for Civil Rights, but there's certainly ways to continue to take this 
fight to the local and the state level when it comes to doing right by 
students and their civil rights.

Just this week, the California state legislature passed a law telling colleges 
and universities in the state to follow the old Obama era Dear Colleague 
guidance. Democratic Governor Jerry Brown surprised many by vetoing 
the law, essentially siding with Education Secretary Betsy DeVos.
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Terror attacks in western Europe have seen a huge surge over the past two 
years, since 2015, there have been 53 attacks way up from just two in 2014. 
Horrific tragedies in France, Britain and Belgium come to mind. But one 



country, to date, has been largely spared. Our Scott Thuman traveled to 
Italy and found some remarkable reasons why.

Rome. One of the oldest cities in Europe, called the Eternal City and has 
survived the rise and fall of empires. But in this current global war on 
terror, it has remained unscathed. So why so safe, so far?

Scott Thuman: How much of it, would you say is good work and 
intelligence, and how much of it is good luck?

Giampiero Massolo: Well you know in life, you always need luck so it’s an 
inevitable combination, actually.

Giampiero Massolo was Italy’s Director of Intelligence from 2012 to 2016. 
He says the way current terrorist organizations operate is similar in some 
respects to another group they’ve been fighting for decades, the Mafia. And 
that experience is paying off.

Italy monitors suspects closely, has constant and open communication 
with police at the local level and, a key tool, wire and phone taps, can be 
approved at lightning speed.

Giampiero Massolo: All the process is fairly quick and this is something 
that we learned exactly from domestic terrorists and from Mafia we 
developed these kinds of things

And without some of the strictures of other European nations, like 
Germany or Belgium, highly sensitive to people’s privacy and often 
reluctant to surveil or tap citizens.

After they find potential targets, or threats, the Italians employ another fast 
tactic: deportation.

Giampiero Massolo: We conduct a very severe policy of expulsions. That 
is, we kick off people from this country in a very early stage, we don’t wait. 
Better sooner than later.

Scott Thuman: And when you decide to deport someone, to kick them out, 
you can do it pretty quickly, can’t you?



Giampiero Massolo: Yes, yeah.

Italy, and specifically the Vatican, has long been a target of ISIS. In fact, 
just last year the terror group renamed its on-line magazine, Rumiyah. 
Translation: Rome.

The police and military presence in Rome seems overwhelming, from the 
Coliseum to the Trevi Fountain, tourists are blatantly reminded of the 
threat, and would-be attackers, reminded of the forces they would face, 
between serious-minded soldiers and a serious array of security cameras. 
And ironically, there is another mafia factor at play, Nicola Pedde of the 
Institute for Global Studies says, that is protecting the country.

Niola Pedde: For example, Italy has very strict regulation, uhh, with effect 
to firearms. And, uh, so, if you don’t have a legal capacity to, to buy and to 
hold firearms, the only chance is, to, resort to the organized criminality

Scott Thuman: So, if a Jihadist or a sympathizer, someone radicalized, 
wanted to get their hands on weapons illegally, they might have to go to 
organized crime families or the Mafia to get them, and that family may say 
‘no.’

Nicola Pedde: Yes. Ninety percent, they will have to refer to them.

The Muslim community as a whole, also, has a peculiar position in italy. 
Despite more than a million followers living here, Islam is not recognized 
as an official religion, which makes opening schools or community centers 
more difficult. The minaret at the Grand Mosque is the only symbol of 
Muslim faith you’ll see in the Roman skyline. But one of its leaders says 
that’s all the more reason for Muslims to be peaceful, and eventually, with 
hopes of winning over government skeptics.

Scott Thuman: So to be a good Muslim, you said, is to be a good Italian?

Imam Salah Ramadan Elsayed: Yes, according to the Koran!



Imam Salah Ramadan Elsayed says efforts to maintain a peaceful 
reputation for Muslims in Italy is critical work. And sometimes that work 
takes him behind bars, where radicalization can occur.

Imam Salah Ramadan Elsayed: it’s very important for the Imam to visit 
prisoners, to reach them. You are eating here and you are drinking the 
water of Italy so you must be loyal to Italy!

Scott Thuman: So you’re saying, by going to prisons, by speaking to 
people and teaching them not only to love Islam but to love Italy

Imam Salah Ramadan Elsayed: Yeah to be integrated

Scott Thuman: prevents radicalization and prevents attacks?

Imam Salah Ramadan Elsayed: Yeah, it helps very much to prevent attacks 
to prevent the formation of bad mentality, to make open mentality.

The lack of attacks may also be partially due to Italy’s reduced combat role 
in the anti- Islamic State coalition. And, maybe, by avoiding the 
accusations and labels, that might make them a target.

Scott Thuman: Are you, are you saying that Italy doesn’t make as many 
enemies?

Nicola Pedde: If you look, for example, the case of, uh, Italy with respect to 
groups like Hezbollah. Hezbollah is not recognized as a terrorist entity in 
Italy, or the Muslim Brotherhood. So our position is, is quite different from 
most of the others.

Scott Thuman: Are you surprised, that you’ve been so successful so far?

Nicola Pedde: Ha, you know we live day by day and so we are sober 
enough to think that sooner or later, but until now it didn’t happen.



2 NEWS ON KJZZ

Suspect Home in Mesquite (Aired 10/2/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A man 
accused of being the shooter in a massacre on the Las Vegas Strip, owns a 
home in Mesquite, Nevada. There was a heavy police presence responding 
overnight at Stephen Paddock’s home and they served a search warrant there. 
Police say they found ammunition and weapons inside. Authorities in the area 
say they’ve had no contact with Paddock, who lived in the retirement community. 
Paddock has no criminal history. The viewer learns the latest in the search of the 
suspect’s home that’s just 45 minutes south of St. George, Utah. 

Las Vegas victim (Aired 10/2/2017 @ 9pm, for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - One of 
the victims of the Las Vegas shooting was born and raised in Utah and had a lot 
of family and friends in the state. Neysa Tonks was at the Jason Aldean concert 
Sunday when a gunman rained down bullets on the crowd. Tonks was killed. On 
a plane in route to Las Vegas Monday afternoon, Tonks' brother, AJ Yerage, told 
2News reporter Daniel Woodruff about the mother of three boys who lost her life. 
He described his sister as someone who was "always laughing, always joking, 
always sarcastic." With tears in his eyes, Yerage said he couldn't believe what 
had happened and was still trying to process everything.

Cedar City Victim (Aired 10/3/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Among the victims 
of the Las Vegas massacre, are three names with ties to Utah. Neysa Tonks, 
Cameron Robinson, and Heather Alverado all grew up in Utah. Heather lived in 
Cedar City at the time of the shooting. The viewer hears from friends of Heather, 
and what they’re doing for her family dealing with the devastating loss of the 
young mother and wife. The viewer hears from the community coming together to 
help the family and her husband who’s a firefighter in Cedar City. 

Red Cross volunteers in Vegas (Aired 10/3/2017 @ 9pm, for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - As families deal with the loss of their loved ones, volunteers from the 
American Red Cross are essential to the process. Utah sent staff and volunteers 
to Las Vegas where they'll stay for at least two weeks, playing a part in helping 
people heal. The Red Cross aims to help people in each of those areas. The Red 
Cross has stayed busy this year, moving from one tragedy to another. This one 
has left 59 people dead and more than 500 injured.



Las Vegas Monument (Aired 10/3/2017 @ 9pm, for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Two days after the mass shooting in Las Vegas that killed dozens of people, a 
memorial for the victims keeps growing. One of them sits in front of the iconic 
Bellagio hotel. On a large poster board, people left messages of love and 
support. Underneath the handwritten notes, candles glow brightly. It's not the 
only place people are stopping to remember those who were hurt and killed in 
Sunday's mass shooting. Along the strip near Mandalay Bay, people stopped to 
place flowers and balloons. As night fell Tuesday, more crowds stopped to pay 
their respects at the monument which stands as a symbol of hope and resilience 
in a city that needs it.

SLC Auto Ped (Aired 10/05/2017 @ 9pm, 1:15 minutes) – Salt Lake City police 
are searching for a driver who hit a man and then drove away. Officers say a 
man on a skateboard was crossing 700 South near 250 West when a light 
colored SUV ran into him. Witnesses say the SUV stopped briefly and then drove 
away. The skateboarder was taken to the hospital in critical, but stable, condition.  
This story lets viewers know about the incident, gives them details about who 
police are trying to find and explains that officers need the public's help to track 
down the suspect.

Human remains found (Aired 10/6/2017 @ 9pm, for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Investigators believe the human remains found in Millcreek Canyon this week 
may belong to a man who disappeared in December 2016. While the State 
Medical Examiner’s Office still confirms the identity of the bones, Unified Police 
tells 2News the remains were found near where Blake Richardson was last seen. 
Richardson disappeared in early December 2016 after he left Salt Lake 
Behavioral Health. Authorities say Richardson had been treated for mental illness 
prior to his disappearance. 

Substitute Teacher Arrest (Aired 10/06/2017 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – A former 
substitute teacher in the Davis County School District has been arrested and 
accused of 3 counts of sexual abuse against a child. 62-year-old, Mark Bedel 
was a substitute at Wasatch Elementary on September 27 2017, when 2 
separate parents contacted the school to report the alleged abuse. Bedel was 
arrested the next day by Clearfield Police.  This story alerts our viewers to the 
fact that this man is facing serious allegations, explains what the school did to 
make parents aware of the situation and lets viewer know what to do if they think 
their child was victimized.



Utah County Chase (Aired 10/9/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – It started in Mt. 
Pleasant early this morning and ended all the way in Springville. Officers say 
three men robbed a Maverik armed with a gun and knife. They ended up setting 
their getaway car on fire, and left town in another car. Fast forward a couple 
hours, and Springville police find that car in their city. Police spent hours 
searching for three people that started all the chaos. Two of them are in custody. 
The viewer learns about the crazy search for the suspects that spans across two 
counties, and about the third suspect that’s still on the run.

Armed robbery, pursuit (Aired 10/9/2017 @ 9pm, for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
 Two people are in custody after an armed robbery and chase that spanned two 
counties. Police in Springville made the arrests Monday afternoon while 
searching for three men believed to be responsible for an early-morning armed 
robbery in Mount Pleasant. According to Springville Police one 18-year-old man 
was questioned and admitted to his involvement in the crime spree. The second 
man was still being interviewed Monday evening.

Orem Burglary Arrest (Aired 10/9/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A man’s 
behind bars after a violent break-in and attack in Orem. Body cam video captured 
the struggle between police and the suspect. Police say minutes before his 
arrest, the suspect went into a house at random and attacked a woman and her 
sleeping children. The victim was beat unconscious, but when she came to she 
ran to a neighbor’s house to call for help. The suspect faces attempted murder 
charges. The viewer learns about the attack, sees the body camera video and 
learns that it was a random attack. 

Orem home invasion (Aired 10/9/2017 @ 9pm, for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – 
Authorities arrested a man who broke into a home and then assaulted the 
homeowner. Rodolfo Villalobos broke into the Orem home early in the morning. 
When the homeowner woke up to noise of glass breaking, Villalobos attacked 
her until she went unconscious. Villalobos fled and then put up a fight with police 
when they caught up with him. He was eventually take into custody and booked 
into jail. 

Robber and Chase (Aired 10/09/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Police are 
warning people that they are searching for an armed robber who is suspected in 
a gas station hold-up in Utah County.  Investigators say three men robbed a 
Mount Pleasant Maverik gas station with a knife and a gun in Sanpete County.  A 
few minutes after the robbery, the suspect’s car was spotted in Utah County but 



when officers tried to pull it over, the driver sped away.  After a brief police chase, 
the driver stopped and then men scattered.  This story explains to viewers that 
two of the suspects were arrested but one man is on the run.  It also gives people 
in the area information that could keep them safe, including the suspect’s 
description and where he was last seen.

Det. Payne fired (Aired 10/10/2017 @ 9pm, for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – The Salt 
Lake Police Detective who arrested a University of Utah nurse has been fired. 
Payne arrested nurse Alex Wubbels after she didn’t draw blood from an 
unconscious patient. When the video of the arrest surfaced, Payne was put on 
administrative lead and was criticized nationwide for how he handled the 
situation. Salt Lake County District Attorney’s Office and Unified Police launched 
an investigation into the arrest. 

FBI probe shooting (Aired 10/10/2017 @ 9pm, for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – The 
Salt Lake County District Attorney wants the FBI to investigate a police shooting 
that left a black man dead after he ran from officers. The request comes after 
outcry from anti-police brutality groups and the victim’s family who criticized Sim 
Gill’s decision last week not to file criminal charges.  Body camera video appears 
to show Patrick Harmon shot from behind. Gill says slowed-down video indicates 
Harmon turned toward officers. Police also allege he had a knife and threatened 
officers! 

Drug House in Neighborhood (Aired 10/11/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A 
drug house, busted by cops is still causing problems for a Salt Lake City 
neighborhood. Police raided it last month, and arrested 25 people. The health 
department closed the house. Neighbors thought they got rid of the drug house, 
but now the house is causing issues. The health department says cleanup 
depends on the homeowner. It’s up to the owner to get the house tested or 
decontaminated, and as long as the house is secure it can stay. The viewer 
learns what the regulations and laws are, if they have a trouble house in their 
neighborhood, by their home. 

Koerber Mistrial (Aired 10/16/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - A judge 
declared a mistrial in the trial of a Utah County man accused of running a $100 
million Ponzi scheme. It is the fourth indictment against Rick Koerber. So far, 
prosecutors have not been able to get any charges to stick against him. The jury 
deliberated for six days in the latest case. The judge said they were deadlocked 
Monday afternoon.



UTV rollover (Aired 10/18/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) – One person is in critical 
condition and three others are injured after a side-by-side rollover near Lehi. One 
person had to be airlifted to the hospital for their injuries. Utah County Sheriff’s 
Office says all four people were college students. Police are investigating how 
the students rolled the vehicle. 

Hit and Run (Aired 10/19/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – New video shows a 
disturbing hit and run involving a skateboarder. The man is not only hit by the 
SUV, but dragged down the road. Police are hoping the video can help catch the 
driver. They desperately want to catch the person that did this. The viewer sees 
pieces of the video and hears information form police about the crime, in hopes 
of someone knowing something that can help them solve the case.
West Jordan Baby Murdered (Aired 10/20/2017 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – West 
Jordan police are trying to track down a couple accused of killing their 13-day-old 
baby.  Police say the child suffered from broken bones, bruises and blood on the 
brain.  A warrant has now been issued for the infant’s mother and her boyfriend.  
This story explains what the suspects are accused of doing to the baby and gives 
details about why officers are having a hard time tracking them down.  It also 
gives details on the charges the suspects are facing and what punishment they 
could face if convicted.
Kearns Child Abuse (Aired 10/23/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Prosecutors 
say a Kearns couple kept a child out of school so that wounds to his face could 
heal. Now that couple is facing serious criminal charges. Four separate 
witnesses told detectives that a young boy was beat, kicked and thrown against a 
wall. Police are not saying if the couple, who was arrested, are the boy’s parents. 
They are now in the Salt Lake County Jail in what prosecutors say is a case of 
felony child abuse. The viewer learns about the child abuse and what police say 
happened and the charges the parents are facing.
SLC Hit and Runs (Aired 10/23/2017 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – There have been 
three hit-and-runs in Salt Lake City in the last 30 days and all of them remain 
unsolved.  One of the victims who was hit is out of the hospital and is speaking 
out in hopes that it will help find the person who ran her over.  This story gives 
our viewers details of each unsolved crime and gives one of the victims a chance 
to share her story while making a plea to the person who hit her.  This story also 
tells viewers what to do and who to call if they know or saw anything in 
connection with the hit-and-runs.

Sandy Kidnapping (Aired 10/24/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) – Three out of four 
suspects who kidnapped a man as he was leaving work have been arrested. The 



four males approached the 39-year-old victim outside his work, stabbed him, 
bound him with tape, and then forced him into the back of his own vehicle. The 
suspects drove the victim to several ATM's in the valley, where they made him 
withdraw money. The victim was continually assaulted throughout the ordeal. 
Three juveniles were taken into custody, but a fourth remained outstanding. 

Sexual Assault (Aired 10/24/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) – St. George Police 
Department captured a wanted man who made his way inside a home and 
sexual assaulted a resident inside. Police say the attacked happened between 
midnight and one o’clock in the morning. Police released video surveillance 
earlier of a red truck to get help from the public. 

Shooting justified (Aired 10/25/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) - The Salt Lake 
County District Attorney’s Office determined a police officer who shot a man in 
the parking lot of a Salt Lake gas station in September was justified. District 
Attorney Sim Gill made the announcement at a press conference where 
prosecutors also released body camera video of the incident. The video shows 
the suspect, Michael Peterson, attack an officer after he was tazed by the officer. 
Peterson was shot in response. The officer received a broken ankle and nose. 

Heroes Honored (Aired 10/30/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) - It was a day of 
honor for two men who helped rescue a store clerk after she was stabbed and 
held captive during a terrifying ordeal during the early morning hours of October 
10. Reyes and Orton, who work for Carlson Delivery, were at a Maverik store 
when they came across a man holding the store clerk captive. The suspect, 
Edwin Ogando, reportedly stabbed the clerk and then dragged her into the office. 
That’s when Reyes and Orton jumped into action and pulled her to safety.

Friends of Shooting Victim (Aired 10/31/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A day of 
mourning for family and friends of those who knew the victim of the shooting near 
the University of Utah. Chenwei Guo was not only well loved on campus, but he 
also spent some time at LDS business college and served an LDS mission in 
Provo. Emotions are felt all across the Wasatch Front. The viewer hears from 
friends, former classmates, and mission companions who are mourning the loss 
of the young man shot and killed in the attempted carjacking the night before.

Student Killed (Aired 10/31/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) – A carjacking attempt 
led to the deadly shooting of an international student at the University of Utah. 
Police believe Austin Boutain killed student Chenwei Guo after a domestic 



dispute reported by his wife, Kathleen. Following the shooting, the entire campus 
was put on lockdown while police searched for Boutain. He was later spotted at 
the Salt Lake City library and taken into custody.

Colorado Murder (Aired 10/31/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) – The University of 
Utah suspected shooter and his wife are considered persons of interested in a 
murder investigation in Golden, Colorado. Police in Colorado were tipped off by 
Salt Lake City police who told them to perform a welfare check at an RV park. 
That’s where they found a dead man inside. Golden Police say the green truck 
found in Utah was stolen and belonged to the victim in the Colorado shooting. 

Chenwei Guo Death (Aired 10/31/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) – The 
international student killed in a shooting at the University of Utah is described as 
“the most loving person.” Chenwei Guo is described as a well-loved student who 
police said happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time when Austin 
Boutain attempted to carjack him. Chenwei came to the University over a year 
ago and was a pre-science major. He arrived in Utah back in 2012, to reserve a 
mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in Provo. 

Paul Swenson Cause of Death (Aired 11/2/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – It was 
a missing persons case that captured the attention of thousands in Utah and 
across the country. Paul Swenson disappeared in July, close to three weeks later 
his body was found in Mill Creek in South Salt Lake. According to the medical 
examiner’s report the 30-year-old husband and father drowned to death. They 
also found alcohol and THC in his body, but that doesn’t mean this case is over. 
His wife who spoke to KUTV says she thinks this was an accident. The viewer 
hears from Paul’s widow just hours after the report was released. 

Swenson Cause of Death (Aired 11/2/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) – The wife of 
the American Fork man who was found dead in a river a month after he was 
reported missing says the medical examiner’s report did not shed more answers 
into his death. The Medical Examiner found Paul Swenson died from drowning. 
He also had alcohol and THC in his system. Swenson was last seen July 27, 
believed to be traveling to Salt Lake City for an appointment but never showed 
up. His body was found in Mill Creek a month later. The South Salt Lake Police 
Department says they still have a lot of questions regarding his disappearance 
and death.



State Street Murder Arrest (Aired 11/2/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) - A 19-year-
old teen is behind bars in Oregon after police arrested him in connection to the 
October 25 shooting in Murray. Lucas Deprey, is awaiting extradition and faces 
multiple charges including murder. Investigators say he fled the state after 
walking up to 33-year-old Ever Hernandez’s car, opening the door, and shooting 
him. Police aren’t sure what the relationship may have been between the two 
men, but say there is reason to believe drugs may have been involved.

Mortuary License Suspended (Aired 11/2/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) - State 
regulators issued an emergency order, suspending the license of a South Salt 
Lake mortuary, accused of mixing remains from cremations and keeping jewelry 
of the deceased.  The Utah Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing 
took the emergency action, after assembling evidence the business represents 
"an immediate and significant danger to the public health, safety, and welfare."  
Allegations hinge on statements of two former employees. Licenses for the 
business, Tanner Carver and another man, Shane Adam Westmoreland, have all 
been suspended. They have a right to contest.

Funeral Home Closed Down (Aired 11/3/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Serious 
allegations surrounding a Salt Lake City funeral home. Carver Mortuary, which is 
now shut down by the state, is accused of mixing ashes and stealing jewelry from 
the dead. The accusations against the funeral home has send shock waves to 
many of the families who used the business. When they heard the news they 
couldn’t believe it. Now all they want to know is did they really get their loved 
one’s ashes back? The viewer learns the allegations against the funeral home, 
what people’s concerns are, and what can be done if they have worries about the 
ashes they received from the funeral home.

Domestic Violence Deaths (Aired 11/7/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) - Domestic 
violence related deaths in Utah have now surpassed last year's numbers 
according to the Domestic Violence Coalition. Jenn Oxborrow, the executive 
director, said so far this year they've seen 36 deaths compared to 32 last year. 
Oxborrow said resources to help those in domestic violence situations are 
stretched thin. She said they have 15 community service centers, but could 
easily use another 15 to keep up with demand. Oxborrow's solution is to create 
some core funding and a state plan.

WVC Officer Shot (Aired 11/07/2017 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – Police are 
investigating an officer-involved shooting in West Valley City.  Shots were fired 



between the officer and two suspects at an apartment complex.  The suspects 
drove away and ended up at a hospital with gunshot wounds.  The officer was 
also hit but is expected to be okay.  The suspects are both under 18, so their 
names will not be released.  This story lets our viewers know why there was so 
many police in the area and lets them know that there is no threat to public 
safety. 

Sunset Fire Issues (Aired 11/07/2017 @ 9pm, 4:00 minutes) – A Utah fire 
department has been shut down due to a lack of funding and aging equipment.  
A 2news investigation uncovered two people who died in a fire who might have 
lived if a fire engine at the Sunset fire department hadn’t failed to start.  Fire 
officials say it was just a fluke that the engine didn’t start but a city council 
member is now demanding answers.  This story explains that the Sunset fire 
department is no longer functioning, explains why volunteer firefighters want it to 
re-open and explains the steps they’ve taken to try and make that happen.

West Valley Shooting (Aired 11/8/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – For the first 
time tonight, we have video of a police officer returning to the West Valley City 
Apartment complex where he was shot less than 24 hours before. The 
circumstances surrounding the shooting are still unknown at this hour. The officer 
was off-duty when the shooting happened. The viewer learns the latest in the 
shooting investigation, and how the teen suspects involved are doing. 

Wendy’s shooting (Aired 11/8/2017 @ 9pm for 2 minutes) - Unified Police have 
two teens in custody for questioning about their roles in a drive-by shooting at a 
Magna Wendy’s.  Police started looking for a gold Mazda that witnesses reported 
leaving the Wendy’s after shots were fired Wednesday afternoon. Unified police 
said the car sped off and a person from inside the Wendy’s was seen running out 
of the restaurant and down the street. Police were still attempting to locate that 
person.

Provo Sex Assault Suspect (Aired 11/10/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Police 
are searching for a suspect that they say pulled a knife on a woman and told her 
to take her clothes off. The victim was hiking with friends and went down the trail 
to the restroom when the attack happened. She called friends on her phone, who 
then ran to help her. The victim got away, but the victim was able to help police 
with a composite sketch. The viewer sees a picture of the suspect may look like, 
and learns how the victim’s quick thinking may have saved her life.



Taylorsville Home Invasion (Aired 11/13/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Police 
want your help finding a serial burglar. Now they have some pretty clear pictures 
of the guy that they say did it. The suspect is seen inside the home for hours, 
looking through and stealing things. At one point he even changes clothes. The 
homeowner and her young son comes home, he’s upstairs. He makes a getaway 
from the second story window. Police are releasing surveillance images in hopes 
that a viewer can help them catch the suspect before someone gets hurt. 

Health Care Worker Attacked (Aired 11/13/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) – A health care worker says she was punched, choked, kicked and 
beaten by her own patient in a group home for special needs. The alleged attack 
happened in July at a group home in Layton. The worker was alone with three 
men working the graveyard shift when, according to the Layton police report, a 
35-year-old patient attacked her because she wouldn't give him food due to 
meal-time rules. The worker now feels the company is not doing enough to train 
employees and wants them to take more responsibility. 

Carver Opening Again (Aired 11/14/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A Salt Lake 
City mortuary just recently shut down by the State for disturbing allegations 
against the deceased is back open. The division of occupational and professional 
licenses has been given its license back. DOPL and the mortuary came to an 
agreement of terms laid out in these documents. It will mean new owners and 
new rules and regulations or else it will be shut down again. The viewer learns 
the latest in the high-profile case involving strong allegations surrounding a 
funeral home. 

Jogger Attacked (Aired 11/14/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Police are 
searching for a suspect that assaulted a woman at Liberty Park. Officers say the 
victim turned the table and it was the suspect who tried to get away from her. 
Police are searching for the suspect who may be hurt. They say the man may 
have several stab wounds, after it turned out to be not your typical attack on a 
runner. The viewer learns a description of who police are looking for, how the 
victim fought back, and how the whole ordeal played out near a popular running 
trail. 

Mortuary Reopens (Aired 11/14/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - Carver 
Mortuary Service has been issued the right to re-open after it was forced to 
close. Carver Mortuary was shut down two weeks earlier amid accusations of 



stealing jewelry from the deceased, mixing up ashes, and leaving bodies 
unrefrigerated. The business was completely shut down, fined $10,000 and put 
on probation for five years, according to court documents. If the business 
commits any further violations, their license could be revoked permanently, and 
could see a $50,000 fine.

Boutain Charges (Aired 11/16/2017 @ 5pm, 2:00 minutes) – Husband and wife 
are now charged in the University of Utah murder. New information from the 
District Attorney about Austin and Kathleen Boutain. Austin faces 14 counts 
including aggravated murder and kidnapping. Kathleen faces 6 counts. The 
charging documents reveal that the pair had hatched a plan to kidnap someone 
and drive away with their car. We also learned how the woman, inside the car 
with the victim that was shot and killed near the University of Utah campus, was 
able to get away from Austin Boutain. The viewer learns the latest details from 
the court documents in a shooting that locked down the University of Utah 
campus. 

Rape Suspect at Large (Aired 11/16/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
It's been 72-hours since a man charged with rape didn’t show up for his 
preliminary court hearing in Beaver County. Destry Stewart, who is charged with 
multiple counts of rape and sodomy, missed his preliminary court hearing in 
Beaver County. Law enforcement claims Stewart is considered armed and 
dangerous but those who know Stewart tell 2News that is ridiculous. They say 
Destry is not armed, does not own a gun, and would only hurt himself, not others. 

Text-to-911 (Aired 11/16/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - A handful of 
911 centers in Utah have systems to receive text messages, but dispatchers say 
they haven’t received many messages in the first year of text-to-911. Bountiful 
dispatch is one of seven centers in Utah that handle text to 911, and receive a 
few text messages a month on their system. An obstacle for dispatchers is 
training the public when to use text-to-911. Text-to-911 also should not be used 
in non-emergencies. A text, like a 911 call, gets dispatchers full attention until the 
situation is resolved.

Teen Murder Trial (Aired 11/17/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) –The 
teenager accused of killing 12-year-old Kailey Vigil was ruled competent to stand 
trial. The teen was 15-years-old when he allegedly lured Vigil out of her West 
Valley home, saying he was searching for a lost cat. Vigil's body was later found 
in a field by her house. The teen was deemed not competent to stand trial last 



December after several evaluations on his mental state. At the time of the 
decision, Judge James Michie said the suspect lacked "the ability to understand 
the nature of the charges against him."

Rosie Tapia Cold Case (Aired 11/20/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
The new leads in a 22-year-old murder cold case involving a six-year-old girl 
from Salt Lake City gives a new team of investigators, attorney's and media 
experts hope for the family of Rosie Tapia. Attorney Karra Porter says they have 
two new leads. Two men and one woman they are calling possible suspects or 
persons of interests. Porter says they will only be able to solve the case with help 
from the public. They are hoping after 22 years of searching for Rosie’s killing, 
someone has important information. 

Layton Couple Theft (Aired 11/20/2017 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – A Utah military 
family that won a huge prize from a grocery story is also facing felony theft 
charges.  The husband and wife were in court the day before winning groceries 
for a year from Win-Co. Court documents say they stole more than five thousand 
dollars’ worth of merchandise from a Kohl's store in Layton.  This story provides 
new information to our viewers about the people who won the 10-thousand 
dollars in groceries, which is a story we covered when they were awarded the 
prize.  It also explains what the contest organizers knew before selecting the 
couple as the contest winners.

Sandy Homicide (Aired 11/21/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A friend of the man 
found in a Sandy front yard believes he was beaten to death. The body of 
Michael Hoffman was found near 1300 East and 80th South around midnight 
Sunday. Sarah Cook says someone called her saying Hoffman was on her lawn. 
Right now, police have no suspects. They are also waiting on the medical 
examiner for a cause of death. The viewer gets an update on a suspicious death 
investigation from the woman who found the body in the case. 

Sunset Murder (Aired 11/21/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) -  A 19-
year-old Sunset man was killed after getting shot multiple times. According to 
Sunset Police, Hunter Woodson was shot by a 17-year-old boy, likely over a drug 
deal. Terance Woodson, the victim’s grandfather, told 2News his grandson was a 
good kid with a troubled life. Police worked Tuesday evening to try to piece 
together more of this puzzle as two families mourned this senseless act.



Sunset Homicide (Aired 11/20/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A 17-year-old boy 
is in police custody after being accused of shooting and killing a 19-year-old man 
in Davis County.  The suspect’s grandfather says the shooting was the result of a 
drug deal gone wrong and police are verifying that claim.  The shooting 
happened in a quiet neighborhood, bringing a number of officers swarming the 
area as the suspect took off after opening fire.  This story explains where officers 
found the suspect, how they connected him to the crime and lets viewers know 
there is no threat to the public.

Hit-and-Run Death (Aired 11/24/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) -  Less 
than 48 hours after the death of their teen son in a Taylorsville crosswalk, the 
Harsh family has a message for the woman accused of driving drunk and killing 
him. The family wants the woman who killed their son to know they have no bad 
feelings. The woman that Lemuel and Gina Harsh forgive is Roxanna Molina who 
was arrested after fleeing from the Cadillac Escalade that hit Robert Harsh the 
night before Thanksgiving. Robert’s mother says forgiveness is a characteristic of 
him, and that he would want them to forgive her. 

Utah Message Therapists (Aired 11/27/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) -
 At least four Utah massage therapists have been disciplined for sexual 
misconduct this year, but it’s unclear if any of the cases are connected to new 
allegations against Massage Envy that appeared in a now-viral Buzzfeed report. 
The report outlines stories of nearly two-hundred women who claim they were 
touched inappropriately. 2News did not find any lawsuits against Message Envy, 
but did find several massage therapists have been disciplined this year. You can 
verify a person’s license on the website for the Utah Division of Occupational and 
Professional Licensing.

Herriman Brothel Investigation (Aired 11/27/2017 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – 
Police officers are considering charges against a woman they say was running a 
brothel out of her Herriman home.  Cops conducted an undercover sting at the 
home, which sits near a school and a public library. Investigators say the woman 
was running at least three prostitutes out at a time and was offering sexually 
oriented massages for hundreds of dollars.  This story lets our viewers know 
about the investigation and explains why the woman at the center of the 
investigation says police are simply mistaken.

Sherry Black Update (Aired 11/30/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A new image 
of a possible suspect and a quarter million-dollar reward now offered in the 



unsolved murder of Sherry Black, the mother-in-law of Greg Miller. On the 7th 
anniversary of the brutal murder, Black’s family was at the murder scene to help 
announce the new development in the case. A Virginia based lab took blood 
DNA found at the scene came up with an image of a possible suspect. The 
reward is for information leading to an arrest and conviction. Police set up a tip 
line. The viewer learns the latest developments in the high-profile murder case 
from 2010.

Cold Case Reward (Aired 11/30/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - The 
family of Sherry Black, who was stabbed to death in 2010, has increased the 
reward money for information leading to the suspect's arrest from $50,000 to 
$250,000. Police believe the killer cut his hand while stabbing Black, and 
collected blood samples at the scene. No match was found, but South Salt Lake 
Police say they now have "advanced DNA information." The DNA information 
has helped authorities determine what the suspect may have looked like. South 
Salt Lake police department has established a 24-hour call center for the Sherry 
Black homicide tip-line.

Amber Alert Girls Found (Aired 12/04/2017 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – Two girls 
abducted and hidden by their captor have been found safe.  The suspect is in 
custody and being questioned by detectives.  The man is accused of taking the 
girls away from a compound where they live in Southern Utah.  The suspect is a 
self-declared prophet of a dooms-day cult and claims he was given the girls by 
their father.  The girls were found shoeless in a structure outside of the small 
town of Lund.  This story provides an update to our viewers who were probably 
received an Amber Alert about the missing girls and gives them new details 
about how the girls are doing now that they are safe with police.

Davis County Murder (Aired 12/5/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A Davis County 
father sits in jail, accused of beating his newborn baby to death in Clearfield. 
Police say 19-year-old Clint Nokes admitted he was tired of the 7-week old baby 
crying, so he held the baby while jumping up and down, causing the baby to stop 
breathing. Nokes called 911, but the baby died at the hospital 12 hours later, 
after suffering a brain bleed and skull fracture. 

SLC Amber Alert (Aired 12/08/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – The Salt Lake 
Police Department says a newborn baby has been found safe after an Amber 
Alert was issued for the 2-week-old.  The man who allegedly took the baby is not 
in police custody and investigators say he is not a threat to the public.  The baby 



is now with the Division of Child and Family Services.  This story updates our 
viewers on the whereabouts of the newborn baby and explains how police were 
finally able to track down the infant and suspect. 
 
Kaily Vijil (Aired 12/11/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Closure tonight for the 
family of a 12-year-old girl who was raped and murdered in a pasture by her 
house. Jayden Sterzer pleaded guilty in the 2015 death of Kailey Vijil. Sterzer 
was 15 at the time of the crime. He was deemed mentally unfit to stand trial until 
just last month when a juvenile court judge cleared him for a trial. The plea deal 
allows him to stay in juvenile detention until he is 21. At that time, he will be 
sentenced in adult court. He faces up to life in prison. The viewer learns the 
details of the plea deal in the murder case that has been working its way through 
the court system for two years.

FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON
Dec. 31
30 min.

Today we investigate the incredible case of a US federal agent who 
survived a brutal attack by Mexican drug cartel thugs. It shows how violent 
cartels are wreaking havoc south of the border. But it also says a lot about 
serious shortfalls inside the US government, which is still stonewalling on 
unanswered questions -- six long years later.

Victor Avila: I fought the assignment. I challenged it.

Sharyl: You were supposed to drive down an extremely dangerous and 
maybe forbidden road, right?

Avila: Correct.

Victor Avila was a special agent with US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement or ICE in Mexico. On February 15, 2011, he and fellow ICE 
Agent Jaime Zapata got an unusual assignment: a task that required them 
to travel an infamous Mexican highway to pick up equipment.



Sharyl: And the assignment was unusual because there was an edict not to 
travel on that road, is that correct?

Victor Avila: Correct.

The U.S. Ambassador to the Regional Security Office of the U.S. Embassy 
had issued a notice of alert, prohibiting all U.S. personnel to drive on 
Highway 57 northbound, specifically to Monterrey.

Sharyl: Because the cartels control that highway.

Victor Avila: Correct.

There was numerous amounts of violence and shootings involving the 
Mexican government and military and the cartels.

Sharyl: Why would you be sent on assignment that's so dangerous, that 
defies instructions?

Victor Avila: I don't know.

Not only that, they were sent on the forbidden road without the normal 
armed escort vehicle. So they were all alone, on the way back with Agent 
Zapata driving, when two SUVs approached and forced them off the 
highway. Zetas cartel members surrounded them, shoved the barrels of a 
handgun and an AK47 rifle into their slightly cracked-open window and 
opened fire.

Victor Avila: During the shooting I saw Jaime get hit. He said: I'm hit, I'm 
shot. The handgun was shooting. I grabbed the handgun and burned my 
hand trying to stop it from shooting. And I tell Jaime, go, go, go, go. Like 
step on the gas. Jaime was already severely wounded and he, I grabbed the 
handle from the Suburban. I slammed it down in gear and pushed his right 
leg onto the accelerator. The Suburban went into the median of Highway 
57.

Sharyl: At what point did you get shot?



Victor Avila: I was shot during that time, I didn't realize. I didn't know that I 
had been shot. I was bleeding profusely from my chest and my leg and I 
had a lot of shrapnel and glass from my face.

911 Call: This is Victor Avila from ICE. We are shot! We are shot! We are on 
the highway.

Over 100 rounds were fired. Agent Zapata didn't make it. That's Avila in a 
wheelchair at the funeral. This past July, Avila and his family were there 
when the final two of seven known attackers were convicted in Washington 
D.C. federal court. But that hardly closed the book on unfinished business. 
Like why the feds were investigating, but didn't manage to stop, two 
suspects who trafficked some of the murder weapons. In 2012, I first 
uncovered internal case files showing that in June 2010, the government 
opened a case named 'Baytown Crew' against this Texas man, Manuel 
Barba. According to documents, while under federal investigation, Barba 
took delivery of ten AK47s. Federal agents even recorded Barba talking of 
having sent the firearms to Mexico and obliterating the serial numbers 
before they were trafficked. One of those weapons was used in the 
shooting incident which killed Special Agent Zapata, according to court 
documents. Meantime, federal agents were also investigating another 
suspect, Otilio Osorio, as he trafficked a different weapon used in the 
shooting.

Victor Avila: I was very familiar with Fast and Furious and was following it. I 
never knew that we would end up being somewhat tied to that.

Avila sees an eerie similarity to the government's Fast and Furious scandal 
that was unfolding at the exact same time. In Fast and Furious, federal 
agents secretly allowed thousands of weapons to be trafficked to Mexican 
drug cartels. One was used in the murder of Border Patrol Agent Brian 
Terry, not long before Agents 

Avila and Zapata were shot.

Victor Avila: We want answers from the assignment, why the ICE 
supervisors and the U.S. Embassy ignored the alert from the U.S. 
Ambassador. Why they put us on this road without any operational plan, 



without an escort. What specifically did the government know and evade 
and cover-up about the transmission of those weapons to Mexico?

When Avila got stonewalled, Congress demanded the Inspector General 
investigate and Avila filed a civil suit against the government. Meantime, he 
returned to work but says he was marginalized, repeatedly transferred 
against his wishes, and eventually felt forced to retire.

Victor Avila: I never, never imagined that the treatment would be what, what 
it is. I never expected and I never felt entitled to any special treatment after 
being shot. All I wanted was to continue with my life and possibly my 
career. But my career ended that day.

In March, years after Congress demanded an investigation, the Inspector 
General finally issued a report. Incredibly, it found that Barba was a known 
criminal in federal custody before he trafficked one of the murder weapons. 
He was let loose because the feds wanted to use him as an informant. But 
that left Barba free to lead the Baytown Crew trafficking ring that sent 
firearms to Mexican drug cartels, including one used in Agent Zapata's 
murder. All these errors had significant consequences, concluded the IG.

Victor Avila: To this day, I, I don't know of anyone being admonished, held 
accountable at all, to this day.

Documents Avila says are crucial for his lawsuit were kept secret as part of 
President Obama's unusual Fast and Furious claim of executive privilege.

Victor Avila: To this day we have not received any documents related to 
either the firearms or any of the investigative documentation related to our 
shooting.

Sharyl: Are these documents part of what's been withheld after President 
Obama issued an executive privilege claim?

Victor Avila: That's correct.

Sharyl: There is a new President. There is a new Attorney General. How 
come you can't get the documents now?



Victor Avila: We're trying. We're trying and my goal is to have this new 
administration lift that order and allow us the ability to view all the 
documents and get answers to our questions.

Sharyl: What are people to make of the story that you've told and things 
that happened to you?
Victor Avila: I believe part of my duty as a survivor is to continue to tell the 
story. It's important for me that Jaime's death not go in vain. He paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for his country. And we deserve answers just like the 
Zapata family deserves answers.

There's been no movement on Avila's request for additional documents. 
Seven Mexican drug cartel thugs convicted in the shooting have been 
sentenced to terms ranging from 12 years to life in prison. 


