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We in the news media are targets of a harsh critique for our treatment of 
Donald Trump— from an unlikely source. He’s a University of Texas 
professor named Alberto Martinez. An ardent supporter of Bernie Sanders, 
Martinez is no Trump advocate. but he’s writing a new book dissecting 
news reporting on the President and says—fair is fair.

Al Martinez: I was teaching a class in which I was talking about 
immigration. I was looking up for some news, but I kept reading articles 
where people mentioned, you know, that one time when Trump said, "All 
Mexicans are rapists." That one time when Trump said, "All Mexicans are 
rapist." Of course, when I went back and looked at it, I said, well that's not 
actually what he said.

Donald Trump: They're bringing drugs. They're bringing crime. They're 
rapists. And some, I assume, are good people.

Al Martinez: It was alarming that the difference between what he said and 
what the media was saying was so large. That dragged me down the rabbit 
hole.

Sharyl Attkisson: You supported President Obama?

Al Martinez: Yes.

Sharyl Attkisson: And to be clear, you find much of what Donald Trump 
says distasteful. You disagree with it.

Al Martinez: Yes, many of it I disagree with, but I don't think that the guy 
wakes up in the morning trying to be Hitler, or the devil, or the most evil 
man in the history of humanity, yet that is how the media portrayed him.



Rachel Maddow: There was an America first committee that formed in this 
country, they were infiltrated by the Nazis. Many of them were anti-Semitic 
part of why they weren't alarmed by Hitler's rise in Germany.

Sharyl Attkisson: You dissected the case in which President Trump, then 
candidate, was accused of mocking a reporter who had a disability.

Donald Trump: Now, the poor guy, you ought to see this guy, 'Ah, I don't 
know what I said, I don't remember, he's going I don't remember, maybe 
that's what I said.'

Sharyl Attkisson: What did you find?

Al Martinez: I found ten separate occasions in which Donald Trump made 
fun of people, both before the incident, and after the incident, by shaking 
and moving around.

Sharyl Attkisson: People who weren't disabled.

Al Martinez: People who were not disabled.

Donald Trump: When you see the president of the bank, I mention the word 
regulator

What do you think about ISIS, ISIS is very tough. They were sent by Russia. 
They said Senator Cruz, what do you think of waterboarding?

Al Martinez: The media took an image, a moment in which Donald Trump's 
right hand happened to be bent at the wrist. They froze it. They compared it 
to the hand of a reporter that has arthrogryposis, and they acted that he 
was doing a stunning, spot-on imitation, when that's not what he was 
doing. So again, you can like him or dislike him, but you have to be fair.

Sharyl Attkisson: You have said that Donald Trump says and does enough 
things that are legitimately open to criticism.

Al Martinez: Yes.



Sharyl Attkisson: But, by the news media not reporting accurately in some 
cases, it undermines their credibility.

Al Martinez: Yes. So, for example, when Donald Trump called for a 'ban on 
all Muslim immigration'.

Donald Trump: When I am elected, I will suspend immigration from areas of 
the world when there is a proven history of terrorism against the United 
States, Europe or our allies, until we understand how to end these threats.

Al Martinez: I thought that was the end of his campaign. I thought it was 
awful. I thought it was bad. And so did countless many people. But then, 
how did the media portray it? The media portrayed it as if Donald Trump 
wanted to forcefully remove, Muslims from the US, have them wear badges 
on their shoulder, special marks on their ID card. That he wanted to ban 
anyone from being a Muslim in the U.S.

Reporter: Should Muslims be I mean fearful? Will there be consequences if 
they don't register?

Al Martinez: He specifically said, on the day that he made the proposal, he 
wasn't talking about Muslim Americans. He wasn't talking about 
businessmen, sportsmen, heads of state. He was talking about people 
moving to the U.S. What news reporters nowadays tend to do, they try to 
give: Well, what is the worst possible interpretation I can give to the words 
I just heard? And then say: well, that's what he meant, 'cause I've got a 
special talent known as dog whistles. I can hear dog whistles. And even 
though he didn't actually say what I think he said, he said that he hates all 
Muslims and that he wants to remove all Muslims from the U.S. Cause I've 
got a special talent for it.

Sharyl Attkisson: Do you think this phenomenon has resolved itself since 
Donald Trump was elected president?

Al Martinez: I think it's resolved itself in as much as an increasing number 
of people are becoming increasingly immune to the terror that the media 
wants to portray on a daily basis. Every tweet is the moment of a collapse 
of civilization, just because Donald Trump said it. And people are starting 
to become immune to it, but the media itself has not yet changed. They 



learned nothing, and they have barely improved at all. And their mea culpas 
have been almost nonexistent.
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One poll this summer stated that more Americans trust the White House 
than the media. Another poll said more trust the media than the President. 
And a good number of people trust neither. If you're having a problem 
getting the basic facts on a story instead of so much spin there might be a 
good reason. It might just be because 'we', the media, are asking the wrong 
questions. Frank Sesno; educator, journalist and author of the book "Ask 
More" knows why.

Frank Sesno: The idea behind the book ‘Ask More’ is that, I’ve had so much 
opportunity, myself, to ask questions all my life and discover. And I 
realized that there is, actually, sort of a taxonomy to this, there are types of 
questions. And each type of question connects to a different outcome, 
each is approached differently, questions are framed differently. And we 
listen for different things. And if we can understand that and pursue that, 
we can be better in business, we can be better in relationships, and we can 
be better citizens.

Sharyl Attkisson: What kinds of questions dominate media and culture 
today, in your view?

Sesno: I think, in this diet of questions, types of questions, we’re binging 
on the confrontation. We’re asking too many confrontational questions, so 
that we get this sense that all we’re doing is carping and fighting.

CNN: Since you’re attacking us, can you give us a question?”



Fox News: Is a question an attack? Is a question an attack?

WCMH: You’ve been labeled a racist, You’ve been called a sexist; How do 
you respond to that?

Sesno: And we’re not getting the deeper understanding of things that gives 
us the context, that gives us the empathy, that allows us to diagnose the 
problem. You have to diagnose a problem before you can treat it. Those 
questions are often self-serving. They reinforce our own biases, and our 
own opinions, rather than challenging others and ourselves, to figure out 
first what’s going on and why.

Sharyl: When it comes to the media, why do you think they are, as you say, 
binging on the confrontational questions?

Sesno: When it comes to the media, I think the binge on confrontation is 
because that’s where the drama is. That’s where the ratings are, that’s 
where the clicks and the eyeballs are. It’s not where the deeper 
understanding and context are.

Sharyl: Can you think of any confrontational exchanges or questions that 
stand out from the past six months, or year?

Sesno: Well, the confrontational questions that stand out to me over the 
past six months or year are the ones where you’re constantly hearing 
people harp on what Donald Trump has said, or done, or the latest tweet.

MSNBC: The President appearing to refer to Kim Jung Un as “Rocket Man.
He also retweeted this fan fiction video of Trump hitting what seems to be 
Hillary Clinton with a golf ball.

Sesno: Over and over and over, it’s fine to ask about that, it’s fine to 
confront and push. The media, journalists, should do that. It’s not that they 
shouldn’t do it. It’s that they should also, must also, make time to ask the 
‘why’ questions, the ‘how does it work’ question, the ‘what’s the problem 
here’ question, the ‘what are the trade-off’ questions.



Sharyl: What can people learn from this, who aren’t in the media?

Sesno: How to ask. How to listen. I think we need to change the term ‘Q 
and A’, to ‘Q and L’. So ask a question and really listen. Not just to 
formulate a response, but to deeply understand. I think that empathetic 
questioning, where we’re really trying to understand our partner, our 
colleague, our employee, our elected leaders, those we serve, are the most 
neglected and most important questions of all. That’s why people pay to go 
to therapists, because that really is empathetic questioning to draw you 
out. We need more of that. And so, really good questioning prompts us to 
slow down and get to know somebody. Listen, maybe be comfortable with 
silence. And get in touch with ourselves, question ourselves too, challenge 
ourselves.

Sharyl: Did I ask the right questions today?

Sesno: You asked brilliant questions.

Sesno and I were reporters at CNN, at the same time, years ago. He says 
one of the frustrations for reporters today is how to get politicians away 
from prepared talking points. He says persistence can pay off, eventually.


