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Europe may be facing a new crisis and this one not related to terrorism. 
There is a decreasing supply of life's most critical commodity: Water. 
Dozens of European countries are expected to face shortages in the 
decades ahead. Some are facing it now. Our Scott Thuman went to Rome, 
to witness the most recent challenge, to one of the Empire's greatest 
achievement.

The ancient city of Rome was built on seven hills and, in part, on the 
genius of Roman engineering. For millennia, waters have flowed freely, a 
symbol of Roman power and prowess.

They were the first to build thousands of miles of aqueducts to deliver 
drinking and bathing water to its people and secure a civilization that stood 
while others collapsed.

But suddenly, water is in short supply. Some of the taps are alarmingly 
being turned off.  And Rome is a little less Roman. Like Narcissus and his 
water reflections, elated masses of selfie-taking tourists use the famous 
fountains as backdrops. For relief from the heat and for their own version 
of Hollywood hopes and dreams, Roman style.

Movie Clip: “3 Coins in a Fountain”

The Trevi Fountain is just that spot. In fact, when it comes to Rome, these 
water features, whether the Pantheon, the Piaza del Popolo or the Spanish 
Steps, are a draw to tourists from around the world, seeking history, 
romance and a drink.

Belgian Man: I’m from Belgium and I’ve never seen it in Belgium. You 
always have to pay for free water, here it’s for free. It’s marvelous.

Australian Woman: It’s beautiful, it’s great, it’s just really easy,



Scott Thuman: Kind of a life saver when it’s hot?

Australian Woman: I’ve filled this up 6 times today.

Australian Woman: Yeah.

Canadian Man: I found out that there are 2,500 fountain in Rome, the water 
travel like 70 miles away from Rome, which is that’s amazing.

But this summer, the empire has been struck back. A drought almost 
unparalleled in decades, coupled with a heat wave so severe it was 
nicknamed ‘Lucifer,’ has the eternal city looking less invincible. 
Government officials have begun shutting off many of those famous 
drinking fountains, urging conservation and have even debated rationing.

Scott Thuman: Is it fair to call this a crisis?

Maurizio del Monte: Now we have a crisis, yes, but we can solve it.

Maurizio del Monte is a professor who studies the forces that sculpt the 
earth’s surface. He says this is a wake-up call, regarding Rome’s greatest 
commodity.

Scott Thuman: So you're worried about the water supply for citizens?

Maurizio del Monte: Yes, yes.

Scott Thuman: It's that serious?

Maurizio del Monte: It may be a problem.

A problem, even for the Pope. For the first time since anyone can 
remember, the Pontiff has ordered these majestic marble fountains 
greeting Vatican visitors off, along with almost 100 other fountains around 
the holy grounds.

Scott Thuman: Is it a message that they send by turning off fountains?



Maurizio del Monte: Yes, I think it could be a good idea to tell people "don't 
use too much water", and explaining the reasons.

Scott Thuman: Today when we were at the Vatican, at St. Peter's, they had 
turned off the fountains. They could not remember the last time they've had 
to turn off the fountains.

Maurizio del Monte: No, I don't remember. I think it's a symbolic thing, but 
it's a good idea.

Though, an equally pressing issue, is underground. While you wouldn’t 
know it walking here on the Tiber River, Rome is leaking. Roughly 40 out of 
every 100 gallons, are simply lost. 12-Hundred miles of pipes in need of 
urgent repair.
The city is now scrambling to replace a system, that is losing in a battle 
against time, and now has devolved into sinkholes, crumbling roads and 
Del Monte worries, eventually, building collapses.

And while so far, it’s only been a couple hundred of the almost three 
thousand street side taps turned off, it is more, each month.

Belgian Man: I heard on the radio they would like to turn some fountains 
off…it would be a shame. They shouldn’t do that. They’re famous for their 
water so---let the water stream!”

But even if the pipelines are shored up, and the skies open up, it’s not a 
guaranteed solution. Del Monte says increasingly concerning weather and 
warming patterns that also cost billions in agricultural losses…could 
become more common, leaving Rome tapped out.

Maurizio del Monte: We cannot say if in the future this trend is going to 
continue.

Scott Thuman: But it's very possible that this could happen again next 
summer or the summer after that?

Maurio del Monte: The future is open, I think.

Sharyl Attkisson: Has Italy seen this kind of emergency before?



Scott Thuman: If you go centuries back, severe changes in climate was one 
of the scores of supposed reasons for the fall of the roman empire and 
while few think this will be catastrophic, it is one of the hottest & driest 
stretches in 60 years. Creating some ironic challenges for Rome, a city 
some call "the Queen of the Waters"

2 NEWS ON KJZZ

Search and Rescue Cards (Aired 10/5/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – For ten 
months, a search and rescue “Get out of Jail” insurance card has been available 
for outdoor enthusiasts. The problem is, nobody is buying them. According to 
people KUTV talked to, it’s hardly been marketed, so nobody knows it’s an 
option. The $20 card are available at outdoor retail stores, and would be 
beneficial for hikers and bikers in the great outdoors. The viewer learns about a 
resource available to them and why some think no one is using the Search and 
Rescue cards. 

Glass in the Water (Aired 10/12/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Rangers at a 
Southern Utah Reservoir are noticing a dangerous problem. Shards of glass are 
being found in and around the water at Sand Hollow State Park. A crew has been 
set up to pick up the glass, but there’s a lack of personnel to patrol the people 
leaving it behind. Rangers are working to set up a hotline, where people can 
report the people responsible. If the problem continues, rangers say they’ll be 
forced to shut down the area for days at a time to clean up the glass. The viewer 
learns the danger in the water and what officials are doing to make it safer.

Too Many Deer (Aired 10/16/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A small Utah 
community with a big problem. There are hundreds of deer that have set up 
residency in the city limits. What is the city doing about it? They’ve come up with 
a plan to thin out the herds. We’re not talking about deer that are hanging out in 
the mountains and making their way down. No these are deer who live and stay 
right here in the city. Officials estimate the domesticated deer herd is anywhere 



between 400 and 500. The city has contracted with an archery company to start 
thinning out the herd. According to the Division of Wildlife Resources, this is a 
very common thing for cities along the Wasatch Front. The viewer learns about 
the deer problem in the city, where the deer are coming from, and what they’re 
doing to fix the issue.

Deer Hunt (Aired 10/16/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - A small Utah 
County town has a big problem -- deer. Hundreds of them set up residency in the 
city limits. Right now the city estimates the urban or domesticated deer herd is 
anywhere from 400 to 500. The city has contracted with Humpries Archery in 
American Fork for a three-year deal where they will try and hunt down about a 
hundred deer a year between August and December. The Division of Wildlife 
Resources said it's not uncommon for cities to do this, and is needed in this 
situation.

Glitter Mine (Aired 10/20/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – The glitter mine in 
Southern Utah is drawing big crowds, which is causing big problems.  People are 
taking the clear, beautiful rocks out of the old mine, which is against the law.  The 
mine is on public land but the materials found within the mine are privately 
owned.  The owner is now speaking out in hopes it will stop people from taking 
the rocks that technically belong to him.  This story informs our viewer who might 
not know that they are not allow to take rocks from the mine and explains how 
people taking the rocks is hurting the owner’s livelihood.

Natl Park Fee Increase (Aired 10/24/2017 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – The price to 
get into some of Utah's national parks could more than double and many people 
are not happy about the proposal.  The National Park Service is pitching a fee 
increase at 17 of its busiest national parks during peak months, four of which are 
in Utah. Those who work to promote the national parks do not support the 
increase because they believe it will have a negative impact on local businesses 
that count on tourism dollars.  Officials say this could help protect the parks for 
the future. This story explain how much of an increase is being proposed and lets 
our viewers now how they can voice their opinions on the rate hike.

Bears Ears Numbers (Aired 11/14/2017 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – New numbers 
show how much of a reduction will be made to Utah’s national monuments. 
Senator Orrin Hatch's office says President Trump is expected to downsize 
Bears Ears by 80 to 90 percent.  Grand Staircase-Escalante will be cut down by 
about 40 to 60 percent.  This story explains when President Trump is expected to 



make the official announcement, lets people know how much land will be taken 
away from the monuments and explains what one group is doing to try and 
preserve the monuments.

Preparing for Winter (Aired 11/6/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Now is the time 
to prepare for a drastic dip in the temperatures. For the first time in months, 
temps are going to dip below freezing. This means you’re going to need to act 
right now to winterize your home and save a big headache down the road. The 
viewer learns tips to getting their home inside and out, ready for winter and the 
cold temperatures headed their way. 

Winterizing Homes (Aired 11/6/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Temperatures will drop down to the 20s and 30s along the Wasatch Front for the 
first time in eight months, but homeowners still have a few more hours to prepare 
for the fall freeze. Brandon Duncan of My Buddy the Plumber said winterizing the 
home is important to do before the first big freeze to make sure your pipes don’t 
rupture and put you at risk in the spring. He reminds homeowners to turn off 
sprinklers and make sure they drain out. Duncan also reminded homeowners to 
remove external hoses from the house and cover the hose bib with an insulated 
cover.

K9 Poaching Officer (Aired 11/6/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – A 3-
year-old lab is the first K9 officer for the Division of Wildlife and he’s helping the 
department solve poaching cases. He graduated from the academy just five 
months ago, and he’s assisted in more cases than his handler can count. Every 
year DWR deals with, on average, about 50 poaching cases of big game 
animals. Cody is trained to track down all the bodies of those animals, dead or 
alive, so that the officers can find out what happened and better investigate the 
incident, then eventually catch the poacher. Cody, as a new addition, will help 
speed up the investigations for DWR and Carver said having will hopefully cut 35 
percent of investigative time per case.

Meteorite in the Sky (Aired 11/9/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – A couple says 
they believe a giant meteor streaking across the sky, was a good omen. In a 
video from a 2News viewer, you see the meteor lighting up the sky before 
bursting into colors. Astronomy experts say tens of thousands of tons of debris fly 
by our earth’s atmosphere every day, but we’ll only see blazes like the one today 
a few times a lifetime. The viewer learns about the meteorite seen on video from 
viewers and what astronomy experts have to say about the light in the sky.



Salvageable Brian Head Timber (Aired 11/14/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) – The devastation of the Brian Head fire is now helping out a Southern 
Utah company. It’s been a pleasant surprise that more than 600 of the 70,000 
acres burned is salvageable wood. The National Forest Service says the leftover 
wood can be used for firewood. Those that need firewood, especially for the 
winter months, are allowed to pick up the firewood straight from the burn scars, 
but National Forest Service warn to do it soon before it starts to rot. 

Warm Springs Park (Aired 11/14/2017 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – Salt Lake 
developers are considering a plan to build on a Utah historic site.  The city is 
considering a proposal to put an apartment building on Warm Springs Park and 
turn the old children's museum into office space.  The old Spanish style building 
was built in 1921 and for fifty years it served as a municipal bathhouse.  Now 
some people are trying to stop the development and are pushing to restore the 
building to its former glory. This story explains why the group may be fighting an 
uphill battle and show viewers what the development could look like, if approved.

Escaped Emus (Aired 11/15/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) -Friends in 
Need Animal Sanctuary are searching for two 200-plus pound emus that 
escaped Tuesday night. On horseback and on foot, volunteers scoured the 
mountainside all day Wednesday with no luck. They spotted the female on the 
highest peak of Eagle Mountain, but were unable to reach her. The sanctuary is 
now concerned the emus won’t survive a second night on their own. Officials 
warn the public does not need to be alarmed by them if they come across the 
emus.

U of U Tracking Snow (Aired 11/16/2017 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – Scientists 
from the University of Utah are using some of the country's best equipment to 
help improve weather forecasting.   It is called the "Doppler radar on wheels.”  
Three of these vehicles were used during recent hurricanes and are now being 
used to better forecast the weather here in Utah.  This story gives our viewers a 
behind the scene looks at the “Doppler radar on wheels,” explains how 
researcher will use the information gathered and lets viewers know how the 
research gathered will impact them.

Avalanche Dangers (Aired 11/17/2017 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – The first blast of 
snow this season brings with it a danger in Utah’s backcountry.  Officials with 
The Utah Avalanche Center say the new snow on top of old snow from months 
ago is bonding poorly which is increasing the avalanche danger.  This story alerts 



viewers that despite the lack of snow there is still concerns that avalanches will 
be triggered in the backcountry.  It lets people know where they can find 
avalanche safety tips before heading out to enjoy the new snow. 

Turkey Torture (Aired 11/20/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - A 
disturbing video leaked Monday shows tens of thousands of turkeys cramped 
into a shed on a Moroni farm in Sanpete County. The grassroots activist group 
“Direct Action Now” leaked the video after 7 visits to the farm earlier this year. 
The group says they found evidence of disease, overcrowding, and even 
cannibalism at the farm. Norbest CEO and President Matt Cook issued an 
apology on the company’s website immediately after learning of the leak and cut 
ties with the contractor.

Warm Weather Impact (Aired 11/24/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – 
The warm weather Utah is experiencing is putting somewhat of a damper on 
some businesses that make a living on ice. The Gallivan Center Ice Rink and the 
Ice Castle company in Midway are both extremely popular holiday outdoor 
activities. Owners of both are dealing with their own concerns when it comes to 
warm weather. At the ice rink, The Gallivan Center said they are struggling 
financially and had to bring in more compressors to keep the ice from melting. 
Both companies are hoping the warm temperatures don’t last long, so they don’t 
have to shut down their business. 

Bear Cubs Released (Aired 11/28/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Utah's wild black bear population jumped by two Tuesday with the addition of a 
pair of one-year-old cubs sent back into the wild after each was orphaned and 
then rescued months ago. The cubs were found motherless in Utah's wilderness 
and handed off to the state's Division of Wildlife Resources. After months in 
rehabilitation, DWR decided it was time to let them go back into the wild so they 
can prepare for hibernation.

Riverdale Homes Evacuated (Aired 11/28/2017 @ 10pm, 2:30 minutes) – A 
landslide has forced the evacuation of four homes in Riverdale. The hillside sits 
just over the Weber River and city officials say a natural spring underneath the 
hillside is to blame for the shifting land.  One homeowner says he is prepared to 
leave while another says he has already taken his belongings and moved out.  
This story shows viewers what the homeowners are dealing with, explains what 
is causing the problem and lets people know what is being done to try and fix the 
issue.



Riverdale Landslide (Aired 11/29/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – Homeowners in 
Riverdale remain evacuated because of a landslide. City leaders say they are 
working with state geologists to assess the land, which started visibly moving last 
week. Right now though, city leaders say there’s not much they can do to 
stabilize the hillside and they’re waiting to see what the hill does next. The viewer 
learns the latest on the landslide and how it’s impacting homeowner’s in the area.

Brian Head Bunkers (Aired 11/30/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - A 
massive wildfire in southern Utah this summer uncovered scattered underground 
bunkers stocked with guns, grenades and food that were illegally built in the 
wilderness. Prosecutors are now getting ready to file criminal charges against the 
man they say built the bunkers. The hideouts were discovered on June 27 when 
firefighters near the ski resort town of Brian Head heard the popping sound of 
ammunition exploding. The sheriff's office said the suspect is cooperating.

Riverdale Landslide (Aired 11/30/2017 @ 9pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Homeowners in Weber County are literally on edge as a landslide has forced 
families to evacuate. City officials point the finger at a natural spring underneath 
the hillside. They believe the type of soil or vibrations from the train could also be 
factors. Geologists said the shifting could last weeks or up to a year.

Inversion (Aired 12/5/2017 @ 9pm, 2:00 minutes) – The air along the Wasatch 
Front is fairly clear today, but it probably won’t stay like that for long. It’s expected 
to get worse in the next 24 hours. Experts say you should carpool, or take UTA, 
to reduce the amount of pollution in the air. Physicians say you should stay 
indoors during inversion. The viewer learns what the bad air situation is, and 
what people can do to help cut the pollution. 


