
Issues and Programs 2nd Quarter 2020 

April 1, 2020 – June 30, 2020 

Station: KARS-FM 

 

Section I – Issues 

 

KARS-FM provides its listeners with programming that addresses issues of concern within the 

Northern Colorado community. The following issues were identified by this station as significant 

issues facing our community in the second quarter of 2020.  

 

A: COVID-19: There are currently over 3,000 known cases of COVID-19 in Larimer and Weld 

Counties combined. 

B: Health and Wellness: 57% of adults in Colorado are overweight or obese, while 27% of 

residents in Larimer County are in need of mental health services.  

C:  Crime Prevention: Larimer County residents experience a violent crime rate of 221 crimes 

per every 100k residents. Weld County residents experience a violent crime rate of 295 

crimes per every 100k residents.  

D: Persons with Disabilities: An estimated 10% of people living in the larger cities of Northern 

Colorado (Fort Collins, Greeley, Loveland) have a disability. 

E. Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault: SAVA (Sexual Assault Victims Advocacy Center) 

reports that 1 in 3 women, 1 in 3 men, and 1 in two transgender people in Colorado will 

experience sexual assault in their life.  

F. Child Abuse: Realities for Children reports that in 2019 alone, almost 3,500 at-risk, 

neglected, or abused children were in need of emergency services in Larimer County. 

G. Poverty: 12.4% of the population of Larimer County lives in poverty, while 10.5% of the 

population of Weld County lives in poverty.  

H. Alzheimer's Awareness: The Alzheimer’s Association estimates that 92,000 senior 

Coloradans will be suffering from Alzheimer’s by 2025.  

I. Environmental Issues: The invasive Emerald Ash Borer is now in Fort Collins. It kills ash 

trees, which Fort Collins has around 70,000 of. 

 

 



 

Section II – Responsive Programming 

COVID-19 

Program: Interview with Craig Secher, President of Realities for Children 

Date: 4/5/20 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Raised awareness as to how the COVID-19 stay-at-home order negatively impact 

the at-risk, neglected, and abused children in Larimer County who were stuck at 

home with their abusers. Provided ways for the public to help these children, and 

educated listeners about how to look for signs of abuse, even when staying at 

home.  

Program: Interview with Emma McKay, founder of the Fort Collins Delivery Network 

Date: 4/19/20 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 10 minutes 

Description: Highlighted the importance of the Fort Collins Delivery Network, which delivers 

groceries, medication, and other supplies to those who cannot leave their houses 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Provided ways that listeners can volunteer to 

help the immunocompromised during the pandemic.  

 

Program: Interview with Mindy McCloughan, president and CEO of Loveland Chamber of 

Commerce 

Date: 5/24/20 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Examined how the Loveland Chamber of Commerce and the City of Loveland was 

handling the COVID-19 during the safer-at-home stage. Discussed ways to 

continue supporting local business, and provided resources for local business 

owners.  

 

 

 

 



 

Program: Interview with Ann Hutchinson, Executive VP at the Fort Collins Area Chamber of 

Commerce and Josh Birks, the Economic Health and Redevelopment Director at 

the City of Fort Collins 

Date: 4/19/20 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Provided listeners with information about NoCo Recovers, the City of Fort Collins’ 

online guide for business owners struggling during the pandemic. Explained how 

to utilize the guide, and elaborated more about ways business owners and 

consumers can navigate the pandemic.  

 

Program: Interview with Dr. James Teumer, an emergency medicine physician at UCHealth 

Date: 5/3/20 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Looked into the rise of emergency room patients in Northern Colorado due to the 

pandemic. Educated listeners on why it is imperative to go to the emergency 

room if they need to, despite the pandemic. Provided other health advice and 

medical facts regarding the pandemic.  

 

Program: Interview with Ann Hutchison, Executive VP at the Fort Collins Area Chamber of 

Commerce, and SeonAh Kendall, the City of Fort Collins Senior Economic 

Manager 

Date: 5/17/20 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Explained the City of Fort Collins’ new initiative For Fort Collins, which provided 

tools and resources about how to handle the changing phases of the pandemic 

to Fort Collins residents. Provided clarity about state, county, and public health 

recommendations.  

 

 

 

 



 

Program: Interview with Erin Shanley, the Broadband Marketing Manager at Fort Collins 

Connexion 

Date: 5/24/20 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Explored how Fort Collins Connexion was helping students in the Poudre School 

District with studying at home by offering them free WiFi. Discussed the issues 

that students were facing while switching to online learning, and examined ways 

to remedy these issues.  

Program: Interview with Ann Hutchinson, VP at the Fort Collins Area Chamber of Commerce, 

and Kat Rico, the Program Director at the Loveland Business Development 

Center 

Date: 6/21/20 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Discussed the new marketing crash course for business owners, created by the 

Fort Collins Area Chamber of Commerce and the Loveland Business 

Development Center. Explained how business owners can better their marketing 

strategies, particularly in relation to the pandemic.  

 

Program: Interview with Angela Myers, the Larimer County Clerk and Recorder 

Date: 6/14/20 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Explained how Larimer County residents could safely vote in the Primary Election 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. Educated listeners on the voting process, and 

demonstrated how to ensure they were casting their votes on time and properly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Health and Wellness 

Program: Interview with Cara Viana Hollenbeck, a Northern Colorado dance and wellness 

instructor 

Date: 5/10/20 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 10 minutes 

Description: Explored how dancing can improve a person’s physical and mental health. 

Discussed how dancing can be a beneficial way to work out at home, especially 

with the closure of gyms during the pandemic. Provided alternative ways to better 

physical and mental health through exercise.  

 

Crime Prevention 

 

Program: Interview with Barbara Bennett, the Crime Prevention/Sheriff’s Auxiliary Unit 

Coordinator with the Larimer County Sheriff’s Office 

Date: 5/10/20 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Educated listeners about the Larimer County Sheriff’s Crime Prevention Unit, while 

providing ways that listeners can volunteer for the Larimer County Sheriff’s 

Office. Offered tips as to how listeners can prevent crime in their own 

neighborhoods, and explained how to create a Neighborhood Watch program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Persons with Disabilities 

 

Program: Interview with Bryce Weiler, the co-founder of the Beautiful Lives Project 

Date: 6/21/20 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Discussed the Beautiful Lives Project, an organization that helps disabled people 

participate in a variety of activities they would otherwise be unable to. Examined 

ways in which able-bodied people can help the disabled community, and gave 

listeners a first-hand perspective on what it is like to live with a disability.  

 

Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault 

Program: Interview with Kari Clark, the Executive Director of Alternatives to Violence 

Date: 4/26/20 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Explained how abusers use the tactic of isolation to control their victims, particularly 

in situations like the pandemic. Discussed other methods of abuse and educated 

listeners about signs to look out for. Provided ways to listeners to help domestic 

violence and sexual assault victims, and provided resources for these victims.  

 

Child Abuse 

Program: Interview with Craig Secher, President of Realities for Children 

Date: 5/17/20 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Explained the gravity of child abuse in Larimer County, and provided ways for 

listeners to help prevent that abuse. Brought attention the non-profits Realities 

Ride event, which raises money for the at-risk, neglected, and abused children in 

Larimer County.  

 

 



Poverty 

Program: Interview with Cicely Booten, Development Director at The Matthew’s House 

Date: 4/12/20 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Educated listeners about the mission of The Matthew’s House, which provides 

support to Northern Coloradans living in poverty, foster care, or violent situations. 

Discussed the prevalence of these situations in Northern Colorado, and provided 

resources for listeners who might be going through similar situations.  

 

 Alzheimer’s Awareness 

Program: Interview with Kelly Osthoff, the Director of Regional Programs for the Alzheimer’s 

Association  

Date: 6/14/20 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Debunked common myths about Alzheimer’s Disease, and explained how the 

disease can affect younger people as well. Educated listeners on Alzheimer’s 

signs to look out for, and provided ways to prevent Alzheimer’s. Informed 

listeners as to how they could participate in The Longest Day event, which raises 

money for Alzheimer’s research.  

 

Environmental Issues 

Program: Interview with Dr. Whitney Cranshaw, an entomology professor at Colorado State 

University 

Date: 6/7/20 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description: Informed listeners that the invasive Emerald Ash Borer was now in Fort Collins, and 

explained what this means for Fort Collins residents. Educated listeners about 

how the Emerald Ash Borer is harmful, and provided ways to for how to prevent 

its spread. Provided resources for ash tree treatments. 

 

 


