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QUARTELY ISSUES & PROGRAMS REPORTS 

1
st
 QUARTER 2014 

January 1, 2014 – March 31, 2014 
KWGN’s obligation is to ascertain the important issues and needs of the communities within our 
broadcast coverage area and to provide quarterly reports on the station’s responses and coverage of 
these issues. 
 
The following list was determined after careful evaluation of information and communication with 
community leaders and local organizations. Below represents topics we look to address year round: 

• Community Service 

• Economy/Finance 

• Environment 

• Family/Children 

• Government 

• Homeless & Housing 

• Health/Welfare 

• Public Safety/Crime 

• Transportation 

• Sports 
 

KWGN addressed the above community issues and needs through the following on-air programs and 
public service announcements, supplemental off-air outreach such as the station’s on-line website and 
participation in community service events.  

 

• DAYBREAK – 5A 
Airs Mon-Fri/5-530am 
Locally produced news product focusing on national and local news.  Features traffic, weather 
and guest appearances. 

 

• DAYBREAK – 530A 
Airs Mon-Fri/530-6am 
Locally produced news product focusing on national and local news.  Features traffic, weather 
and guest appearances. 

 

• DAYBREAK – 6A 
Airs Mon-Fri/6-7am 
Locally produced news product focusing on national and local news.  Features traffic, weather 
and guest appearances. 

 

• DAYBREAK – 7A 
Airs Mon-Fri/7-8am 
Locally produced news product focusing on national and local news.  Features traffic, weather 
and guest appearances. 

 

• DAYBREAK – 8A 
Airs Mon-Fri/8-9am 
Locally produced news product focusing on national and local news.  Features traffic, weather 
and guest appearances. 

 

• CHANNEL 2 NEWS AT 7P 
Airs Mon-Fri/7-8pm 
Locally produced news product focusing on national and local news.  Features traffic and 
weather, exposes, as well as undercover and consumer advocacy pieces. 
 

• Public Service Announcements 

• Community Outreach 

 



KWGN NEWS PROGRAMS  
News reports, initiatives, and consumer advocacy addressing local issues. 
 

 

Issue:  Community Service 
Program: KWGN – 7pm 
Date:  2/12/14 

Description: Community Helps Mom with Stolen Van - From Parker to Greeley and even 

places across state lines, FOX31 Denver viewers are stepping up and making a 

statement by helping a Lakewood family in need.  Viewers have offered Victoria 

Benade and her family everything from free car repairs, to cash to even a new-to-

them Honda minivan.  Larry Gieling says “with our 2001 Honda ready to be sold, 

we thought Victoria needs it more than we need the money it might bring, so we 

decided to let another in the family of God to benefit from a car that served us 

well.”  Up in Greeley, Jesse Alfaro, who owns One Stop Construction, called us 

to come pick up a donation for the family.  “Our family has seen hard times and 

we have kids too, this one just touched our hearts, so because our family-owned 

business is doing well, we wanted to help Vickie and her kids out, so we are 

donating $2,500 to the Victoria Benade Benefit Fund,” said Alfaro.  The Fund can 

be accessed at any First Bank in the metro area. From the family to all who have 

or are trying to offer support, the First Bank Benefit Fund is up and running 

Wednesday.  Victoria Benade sent us an email late Wednesday afternoon that 

reads in part, “I have been overwhelmed with the kindness of the community.  I 

am so content that my children are seeing that for every act of evil, there are so 

many more acts of kindness.”  The family and their friends are so thankful, words 

can’t express their love for what all of you, our viewers are doing. We too will 

just say our viewers are the greatest! 
 
Issue:  Community Service 
Program: KWGN – 7p 
Date:  2/14/14 
Description: Douglas County Prayer Vigil/Student Suicides.    There was a great sense of 

community today in Douglas County- people coming together to offer prayers and 
support in light of four recent tragedies.  Each school is coping with a student 
suicide.     The castle rock minister`s alliance hopes these events will help the 
community heal. 

 
 
 
 
Issue:  Economy/ Finance 
Program: Daybreak – 6am 
Date:  1/6/14 
Description: Extending Unemployment Benefits.  President Obama is pushing Congress to 

extend unemployement benefits to the one-point-three million for Americans who 
lost them at year's end.  Some Republicans are open to a deal.  Democrats say “no 



deal to that.  We have never offset emergency spending. It's foolishness. We have 
people who are desperate.”  President Obama is hosting unemployed Americans 
at the White House this week and gearing up for an election year campaign to 
fight income inequality.  Democrats see the issue as a winner - and a chance to 
shift the focus away from Obamacare.  Practically speaking, not extending the 
benefits - at a cost of $25 billion a year - could impact the economy as a whole.   

 
Issue:  Economy/ Finance 
Program: Daybreak – 7am 
Date:  2/20/14 
Description: Frigid Weather Hurting Economy.    The harsh winter weather is taking a toll on 

the economy.   The snowfall and frigid temps across the country apparently means 
bad business according to some earnings reports and other economic indicators. 
Companies such as Panera Bread and United Airlines are reporting a hit to their 
bottom line…some are blaming cabin fever as people are eating out less, 
shopping less, thus spending less money.   The good news is that experts say 
retailers can expect a resurgence in spending come springtime when the weather 
is warmer.  

 
Issue:  Environment 
Program: Channel 2 News – 7pm 
Date:  2/25/14 
Description: Historic Air Quality Rules.  Surrounded by oil and gas CEO's and 

environmentalists, Governor Hickenlooper's press conference was a victory lap of 
sorts...a celebration of a big compromise on new air quality rules for the energy 
industry.  "The fact we are here today is a victory for clean air and for one of the 
most pressing issues of our time, climate change." Environmentalists, thrilled that 
Colorado will become the first state to regulate methane emissions from oil and 
gas wells and to mandate monthly leak detection checks as part of rules also 
supported by the three biggest energy companies operating in Colorado.  "We all 
want clean air. And we believe that when you keep methane in the pipeline and 
out of the air, that's the right thing to do - the right thing for the environment, for 
Colorado residents and for our businesses." The air quality control commission 
wouldn't have signed off on the rules, if not for this unlikely coalition, which 
Hickenlooper held together not that everyone's giving him due credit.  "We think 
this rule is an effort by the governor to score political points, not actually protect 
Coloradans from the inherent dangers of fracking." A coalition of groups is 
backing a ballot measure to ensure local control for cities wanting to ban oil and 
gas development.  

 
 
Issue:  Family/Children 
Program: KWGN – 7p 
Date:  3/19/14 
Description: Childcare Nutrition.   It's snack time at Kidstown Drop At Childcare in Aurora.  

Ben is enjoying a low-fat bagel his young friends are enjoying some fruit, yogurt 
and other healthy treats.  That's what Colorado's Health Department wants to see 
at every child care center in the state.  The state is giving more than 500 childcare 



providers informational kits as part of the "Meals for Healthier Kids Program". 
They include recipes, menus and information about how to get kids interested in 
healthy food choices.  Once you get them to the table, health experts say kids 
should have one serving of whole grains a day, limit processed and fried meats to 
once a week and only give them fruit juice twice a week...that's because juice has 
a lot of natural sugar.  Other than that, low fat milk, veggies and other foods low 
in salt, fat and sugar will keep your little ones healthy and get them on the right 
track and get them to develop eating habits that will last a lifetime. 

 
Issue:  Government 
Program: KWGN – 7p 
Date:  1/9/14 
Description: State of the State.  Colorado's Governor, John Hickenlooper, painting his state in 

stark contrast to Washington, DC.  "Colorado does not shutdown."  Highlighting 
it’s resilience after a year marked by fires, floods and shootings.   "Colorado does 
not quit.  Colorado does not break.”  He is finding hope in our recovery from 
disasters and downturns.  "When it came to job growth, in 2010 this state was 
ranked 40th in the nation. Now three years later, in that same ranking, Colorado is 
the 4th fastest job growth state in the country."  An improving economy will 
enable new investments in higher education, k-12, tax breaks for businesses, even 
tech upgrades to improve wait times at the DMV.  "There was definitely some 
things in there that we've been pushing for a long time." Republicans, ready to 
collaborate on flood relief and the budget -- but not ready to let Hickenlooper 
forget about the controversial 2013 laws that went unmentioned in the speech.  
"When you look at what happened in the interim, we had three recalls….didn't 
talk much about that."  Democrats defend tougher gun laws, but are ready to 
move on knowing Republicans plan to push ahead this year with an effort to 
repeal them.  "There`s a group of people that really want to bring back the old, 
divisive issues." Hickenlooper, facing re-election in the fall, says it's time to move 
away from divisive issues, time for lawmakers to come together.   

 
Issue:  Homeless/Housing 
Program: Daybreak – 8am 
Date:  3/20/14 
Description: Homeless Musician Prodigy.  He is just 17-years-old and already being called a 

"musical prodigy."  Dominic Ellerbee's arrangements and compositions are played 
by several bands including the jazz band at South High School.  His music 
director at school calls him “simply, a phenomena.”  But while things on the 
surface may seem as smooth as the music he plays, the past year has been 
extremely tough for Ellerbee's family.  They've been living out of minivan.  
Despite the hardship, music seems to take away some of the pain. 

 
Issue:  Health/Welfare 
Program: KWGN – 7pm 
Date:  2/26/14 
Description: Washing Fruit and Vegetables.  Health experts say bacteria on fresh fruits and 

veggies makes more people sick than contaminated meat.  But there's one simple 



thing you can do at home to protect your family.  We’ll show you the right way to 
keep produce fresh and clean. 

 
Issue:  Health/Welfare 
Program: KWGN – All Shows 
Date:  3/31/14 
Description: Healthcare Deadline.   If you haven't yet signed up for healthcare you've got until 

midnight tonight.  This is the last day for uninsured Coloradans to get coverage 
through the state's online marketplace.  We’ll show you what you need to know.   
When you go to the Connect for Health Colorado website, you can explore how 
much a plan would cost and what different plans offer.  Help lines are open 
tonight until midnight.  You will have to pay your first month’s premium. 

 
Issue:  Public Safety/Crime 
Program: KWGN All Shows 
Date:  2/4-5/14 
Description: Arvada Hostage Freed.  New details about the take-down of the man who held an 

Arvada teen hostage for nearly a day and a half.  Thirty-four-year-old Don Pooley 
was shot and killed as officers delivered him breakfast.  These are some of the 
first images of the swat team carrying the hostage, a 13-year-old boy to safety 
after an 18-hour stand-off.  It all came to an end yesterday morning around 11:15 
when a sniper took out Pooley, a parolee. He talked with Fox 31 Denver's Julie 
Hayden throughout the night that he'd rather die than go back to jail.  Pooley says 
he had been running from police when he kicked in the door of a random house.  
He said he had a weapon and would use it if police tried to come inside. 

 
 
Issue:  Public Safety/Crime 
Program: Daybreak – 6am 
Date:  3/26/14 
Description: Colfax Deadly Crash.  New details about the man accused of drunk driving and 

causing a deadly crash in Aurora involving a teenager.  The suspected drunk 
driver is 40-year-old Ever Olivos-Gutierrez.  Police say he's an undocumented 
immigrant and never had a valid Colorado driver's license.  He also had a history 
of traffic violations including three prior DUI's.  He's accused of driving almost 
80 miles an hour when he ran a red light and crashed into 17-year-old Juan 
Palomino from Aurora. 

 
 
 

Issue:  Transportation 
Program: KWGN - 7pm 
Date:  2/14/14 
Description: US 36 Contract Release.   The Colorado Department of Transportation is bowing 

to public pressure today.  CDOT released their contract with an Australia-based 
company that would privatize Highway 36.  A controversial decision many say is 
a bad idea.  We have more on this heated debate. 

 



Issue:  Transportation 
Program: Daybreak – 6am 
Date:  2/28/14 
Description: Union Station Development.   Amtrak train service has returned to Denver's 

Union Station after a three-year makeover.  And with it comes a vision of 30 
years turning that part of Denver into an economic boomtown.  We look at the 
transformed transportation hub. 

 
Issue:  Sports 
Program: Daybreak – 5am 
Date:  1/20/14 
Description: Broncos Headed to the Super Bowl.  After a history making season, the Denver 

Broncos just need one more win.  Celebrations across the state tonight as the 
Broncos advance to the Super Bowl which is two weeks from tonight and you'll 
only see on our sister station Fox 31 Denver.  We have in-depth coverage of the 
AFC champions. 

 
Issue:  Sports 
Program: Daybreak – 6am 
Date:  2/3/14 
Description: Broncos Lose Super Bowl.  From the very beginning-- it looked ugly for the 

Denver Broncos.  The opening snap-- set the tone-- and they never recovered.  
Peyton manning: "the first play was a crazy play. Not the way you expect to start 
a game. After that I had a three and out. And, then had the turnover which was a 
poor play on my part.”  More trouble for the Broncos when Super Bowl MVP, 
Malcom Smith, intercepted this pass for the pick 6. From there, it just got uglier. 
Percy Harvin returned the opening kick in the 2nd half. For another Seattle 
touchdown and it became apparent... the Seahawks would go home as champions.  
Perhaps defense does win championships, but even in a stadium filled with 
Seahawks blue and green confetti it was a season to remember for the Broncos.   
John Fox: "sometimes you're defined on how you handle adversity. I still think we 
overcame and accomplished a lot…just tough a tough way to end it... with a loss 
like this.” 

 
 

KWGN COMMUNITY OUTREACH  
Community Program – Date of Event 
 

•  
 


