
COLORADO CONVERSATION-First Quarter 2019

COLORADO CONVERSATION is a weekly public affairs program produced by the 
stations of Denver-based KSE RADIO VENTURES that focuses on local issues and 
non-profit organizations.

Topics on COLORADO CONVERSATION cover issues of concern to the Denver 
Metro community as ascertained by program hosts, listeners, and other 
programming staff.

COLORADO CONVERSATION is heard on KKSE AM on Sundays at 
approximately 6:00 A.M

ISSUES highlighted this Quarter:

-Reaching out to the community to help a local animal sanctuary
-Raising money, awareness & resources for research for Breast Cancer
-Fundraiser for Child Loss Awareness
-Fundraiser for an organization that provides a mobile pantry to those 
in need twice a month
-How to manage holiday stress
-February is National Heart Awareness Month
-Event to help raise awareness & funds for PTSD
-Tax Tips & help for low income families
-March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month
-Rocky Mountain Blood Cancer Conference
-Public information on the Wilderness Society



FIRST QUARTER 2019  KKSE AM

ORGANIZATION: Creative Acres Animal Sanctuary

AIRED: Jan. 6th & Jan 13th

Interviewer: Melanie Rutledge

Segment: 15 min

WHY: Maxine Mager founded the sanctuary in 1988 and she manages it still. It was created to 
protect animals from harm in a safe and healthy environment. Creative Acres has maintained 
this way of life for the animals constantly throughout the years. The response to Maxine’s 
efforts has been incredible to see how one person, on a very limited budget, has been able to 
perform such an enormous task of caring for hundreds of animals at this facility throughout the 
years. The recognition of this organization’s successes, public support, and nationwide media 
coverage continues to grow each year. Creative Acres experienced an unfortunate fire in March 
of 2018 and is in need of supplies and rebuilding some of the structures that were lost. 
www.creativeacres.org

______________________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION: Joyful Journeys Community Enrichment

AIRED: Jan. 13th & Jan 20th 

Interviewer:  Mel Rutledge

15 Minutes

WHY:  Gave info on new classes that are starting this year for low income families. Joyful 
Journeys Community Enrichment helps improve the lives of families by providing critical human 
services like food, clothes, hygiene products, baby items and school supplies. Providing 
emergency essentials is merely a band-aid to a much larger problem however. We proactively 
create impact by providing tutoring and after school support, exercise and nutrition classes, 
sports and arts programs, financial literacy courses, resume building assistance, we host a 
community garden, clean the streets, help struggling families over the holidays and MORE!!!

______________________________________________________________________________

http://www.creativeacres.org


FIRST QUARTER 2019  KKSE AM

ORGANIZATION: American Cancer Society’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer

AIRED: Jan. 20th, Feb. 3rd  

Interviewer: Melanie Rutledge

Segment: 15 Minutes

WHY: We did a 2018 recap from the October event and made information available to get ready for the 
2019 event! Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walks unite communities to support each other by 
honoring those touched by the disease and raise awareness and funds to save lives from breast cancer. 
Thanks to the determination of Making Strides supporters, the American Cancer Society funds 
innovative breast cancer research; promote education and risk reduction; and provides comprehensive 
patient support to those who need it most.    
______________________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION: Tips for Managing Stress for the New Year

AIRED: Jan. 27 & Feb. 17

Interviewer: Melanie Rutledge

Segment: 15 minutes

WHY: Dr. Todd Wisser, an internal medicine physician with New West Physicians spoke about Now 
that the dust has settled on another hectic holiday season, many of us have turned our attention to 
setting New Year’s resolutions and making positive changes in our lives. It’s a familiar cycle: each 
January we promise ourselves that this is the year we will really follow through on those resolutions 
to improve areas of our life, from our health to our career to our personal relationships. But without 
clear goals and steps in place to attain them, it can be difficult to successfully achieve meaningful, 
lasting changes in our busy and demanding lives. We're here with Dr. Todd Wisser, an internal 
medicine physician with New West Physicians here in Denver, who can offer tips on how to set 
resolutions that stick so you can have a happier, healthier 2019.
 

______________________________________________________________________________



FIRST QUARTER 2019  KKSE AM

ORGANIZATION: Angel Eyes-Suds For SIDS

AIRED: Jan 27, Feb 3 & Feb 24

Interviewer: Melanie Rutledge  

Segment: 15 Minutes

WHY: A fundraiser Event on March 2nd to raise money for child loss awareness. Helping families 
and others cope with the sudden, unexpected death of an infant or toddler, while raising awareness, 
providing education and supporting research regarding sudden, unexpected infant and toddler death, 
including SIDS, SUID, SUDC, miscarriage and stillbirth loss.
Core Values
Counseling and Support
Offer compassionate and professional bereavement counseling and support services at no charge to 
families, caregivers and others that are impacted by the sudden, unexpected death of an infant or 
toddler, including SIDS, SUID, SUDC, miscarriage and stillbirth.
Education and Awareness
Keep babies and toddlers healthy by awareness, prevention and risk reduction education to the 
Colorado community.
 
Goals and Objectives

 Provide every Colorado family experiencing the sudden, unexpected death of an infant or toddler with a 

personal contact soon after we are notified of the death, along with informational packets containing 

appropriate literature regarding the death and bereavement issues.

 Provide professional case management, information and support services in a culturally competent and 

linguistically appropriate manner to those affected by sudden, unexpected infant or toddler death 

throughout the next two years following the death and longer if needed.

 Provide accurate and culturally competent information and education to the Colorado community 

regarding SIDS and other sudden, unexpected infant and toddler deaths.

 Provide accurate data regarding these deaths in Colorado; determine trends that might reflect areas of 

program or educational needs.

 Provide sufficient operating funds to support program operations through fundraising, grants, individual 

donations and corporate donations.

_____________________________________________________________________________



FIRST QUARTER 2019  KKSE AM

ORGANIZATION: American Heart Association

AIRED: Feb. 10

Interviewer: Melanie Rutledge 

Segment: 15 Minutes

WHY: February is American Heart Month:  A Time to Beware and Take Care Spoke with Dr. Linh Huynh
Physician with MedExpress Urgent Care located in Denver. It’s that time of year associated with 
heartfelt love and appreciation. February is when we traditionally present our dear ones and friends 
with Valentine cards, candies and gifts. But it’s also American Heart Month when we are reminded of 
the importance — especially for older adults — of being aware and taking care of our hard-working 
hearts. Today, we welcome Dr. Linh Huynh, a physician with MedExpress Urgent Care Center in Denver, 
to share with us why cardiovascular disease continues to be the leading cause of death for men and 
women in the United States. Women are at a higher risk after age 55, while men are at a greater risk 
after age 45. About two-thirds of cardiovascular deaths nationwide occur in people age 75 and older, 
according to the American Heart Association.

_____________________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION:  Shamrock Stampede 5k/10k for PTSD

AIRED: Feb. 10, Feb. 24 & Mar 11

Interviewer: Mel Rutledge    

 Segment: 15 Minutes

WHY:. Event takes place on March 16th to raise money, awareness, & research for people and their 
families going through PTSD. Our goal is to raise awareness for the many people suffering from PTSD, 
our veterans and first-responders, and also our family and friends. We are there to validate their 
invisible disability. We are also trying to raise funds from the event and all proceeds from our inaugural 
year will benefit the Invisible Disabilities Association.

______________________________________________________________________________



FIRST QUARTER 2019  KKSE AM

ORGANIZATION:  Piton Foundation-Tax info for Low income families

AIRED: Feb. 17, Mar 3, Mar 11, Mar 17, & Mar 31

Interviewer: Mel Rutledge     

Segment: 15 Minutes

WHY: Spoke about the new tax laws, where to find free tax services & what families can 
expect this tax season. Gary Community Investments, which includes the Gary Community Investment 

Company and The Piton Foundation, invests in for-profit and philanthropic solutions for Colorado’s low-
income children and their families. We believe that business and philanthropy can, and should, work 
together to create opportunities for those who need it most. By aligning all of our assets with our 
mission, we make creative investments that may not only yield a financial return, but can also improve 
the lives of Colorado’s children. While The Piton Foundation historically concentrated the majority of its 
investments within the city and county of Denver, Gary Community Investments has an expanded focus. 
We make investments throughout the greater metro Denver region with an emphasis on lower-income 
neighborhoods. Our model for employing for-profit and philanthropic funding enables us to create 
opportunities for low-income families living in a broader geographic region, allowing us to help even 
more children in need. In addition, investments in companies, policy and systems change may be 
directed across Colorado.

______________________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION:  American Cancer Society-Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month 

AIRED: Mar. 3 & Mar 17

Interviewer: Mel Rutledge     

Segment: 15 Minutes

WHY: At the American Cancer Society, we're on a mission to free the world from cancer. Until we do, 
we'll be funding and conducting research, sharing expert information, supporting patients, and 
spreading the word about prevention. All so you can live longer — and better. We talked about March 
being Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month & what to do if you show symptoms. Raising money, 
Awareness & getting people invo

https://www.garycommunity.org/piton-foundation


FIRST QUARTER 2019  KKSE AM

ORGANIZATION:  Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

AIRED: March 24th, 

Interviewer: Mel

Segment: 15 Minutes

WHY: Rocky Mountain Blood Cancer Conference 2019  brought to you by the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society on Sat. May 4th in Denver. Mission of LLS: Through our nationwide grassroots 
network of more than 100,000 volunteers, we advocate for policies at the state and federal level in a 
commitment to remove barriers to care for cancer patients. Our efforts have helped increase federal 
research funds, speed the review and approval process of new therapies and ensure patients are able to 
access lifesaving treatments. Many of the policies that we advocate for, at the state and federal levels, 
are universally beneficial for all cancer patients.

______________________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION:  The Wilderness Society Denver

AIRED: March 31st

Interviewer: Mel Rutledge     

Segment: 15 Minutes

WHY: The Wilderness Society's mission is to protect wilderness and inspire Americans to care 
for our wild places.  We discussed the upcoming CORE Act (Colorado Outdoor Recreation & 
Economy) this bill will protect approximately 400,000 acres of iconic Colorado public lands for 
future generations. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

 


